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AHUL KaSKM, IION’IILK MaCLVI— 
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Rural watcr-anpply ... ... ... ... 4HH 

Withdrew anuMidmcnt on Resolution regarding rural water-Hupply ... .'>D'.l 
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Id-ul-liir ... ... ... ... ... 4S4 

Withdrew ReHidulion regarding einhanknient on Houlhern hank of 

Ajai ... ... ... ... ... ... 4S-J 


Accident— 

At IvriHlinagar (hly. See 
Admission— 

And tiansler of RtudentH in Ka.siern and We-iterii liengal. See 
(^Ufst idUS. 

Into Fresiilenej College. See (Jurslmus. 

Adultkuatjon-- 

Of food. See (^ttvslinns. 
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01 High English Schools in mufassal. See 
Affirmation op Allkoianck- 


See (kith nr—. 
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Aqricultuhal— 

And Dairy Farms. See Quentiom, 

Keseurclj. S.*e (^uestims, 

AouicnLTrriiAL Dkpautmbnt— 

See Dpttumslrahrs in — : also QneHtious. 

AjaI— 

See Embankments on — : also Questions. 

Akhaura— 

See Utksham and—. 

Ali, Hon’ble Mr. Altaf— 

Asked questions ref^ardiuf;— 

Death of Hoad Constable Paresh Cliandra Bose ... ... 555 

Malaria in Taiif^ail ... ... ... ... 555 

Settlcineiit. in Rujshahi Division ... ... ... 555 

Alleged inhanitahy condition of— 

Midnaporc*. See Questions. 

Amim’R Uadaman, Hon’ble Mil.— 

Speech on resolution regarding trial by jury ... ... ... fiOi 

Anti-malarial— 

Operations. See Pal liahadur, lIon*ble Hai Radha Charan, 

Scheme. Si*e Dr. Uentley's anti-malarial scheme : also Questions, 

Arartc and Persian- 

In High Knglish Schools. See Questions. 

Auiff, Hon’blk Colam Hosskin Casrim— 

Hmlget ... ... ... ... ... ... 305 

Arrests— 

Umler Rule 12A of Defence of India Rules. See Questions, 

Augmentation grant to District Boards— S ee Questions. 

Aeimganj AND Mitrshidarad Municipalities— S ee Water-Works Scheme for Azim- 
- gunj and Murshidabctd Municitndities. 
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Backward classes. See Namusudra and other Students of—. 


BANKRJEE, IION’BLB BaBU KAMTARAX— 

Budget 

Speech on the resolutions regarding— 

Amendment of Court of Wards Act, 1879 
Proposal to frame a scheme for execution of 
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Supported Resolution regarding— 

Munsifs, pay of — 
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Asked question regardinji;— 

Uneasiness among the people of Calcutta owing to the issue of 
a Notification under the Defence of India (Consolidation) 

Rules, 1915, declaring certain areas to he defended harbours 22 

Budget ... ... ... ... ... 27H, 301, 330, 331 

Speech on Resolutions regarding— 

Additional seats to educated community in Bengal Legislative 
Council ... ... ... ... ...353,354 

Economic condition of middle class people ... ...360, 361 

Election of members in selected District Boards in Bengal ... 60 


Banks— 

Loans from Co-operative Credit—. See (Jimtiohs. 
Bankura— See FamUu iu Baukura, 


Barihal— S ee Calcutta to Barisat Railway. 

Basu Bahadur, Hon’blb Rat Nalinakrha— 

Budget ... ... ... ... ... ... .H03 

Speech on Resolution regarding — 

Election of members in selected District Boards in Bengal ... 58 

Bbatron Bell, IIon’blk Mr.— 

Acceptance of Resolution regarding — 

Piovision for Kanaugos <liHcharged rA\dng to stoppagt* of survey 
and settlement operations ... ... ... 44 O 

Bengal Smoke-nuisances (Amendment) I ill ... ... 40, 41, 42, 43 

••• ... ... ... ... 340 

Introduced certain hea<lB of amended draft Financial Statement ... 43 

Presentevl amended draft Financial Statement ... ... ... 43 

Presented Budget, 1916-17 ... ... ... 477 

Presented Report of Select Committee on Bengal Smoke Nuisances 

(Amendment) Bill ... ... ... ,,, ... 5 


Revised Financial Statement 

78 

Speech on Resolutions regarding — 

Amendment of Court of Wards Act, 1879 

257, 2 .W 

Closing of offices and institutions on Id-ul-Fitr 

... 483 

Damage hy floods in Burdwan 

616 

Economic condition of middle, class people 

359,361 

Embankment on Ajai 

... 481 

Metalling of certain roads under Dnars 

Improvement 

Scheme 

H 

Reservoir for Damodar river 
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Bengal Regulation III op 1818— 

See Defence of India Rulee and Bengal Regulaitm III of IHU. 
See also 


Bengal Secretariat- 

Appointments in—. See Queetione. 
Vacancies in — . See Questionn. 


Bengal Smoke— 

Nuisances (Amendment) Bill, 1915. 

Report of Select Committee presented ... 
See 
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Bengal Tenancy Act— 

Recovery of rents under — « See ^ues^tons. 

Berhampore— 

See InBaniiary condition . 

Bhagiratht River— 

(^ndition of — . See QueBtiom, 

Bhola— 

See QuBBtimiB, 

Bill— 

Bengal Smoke-nuisauces (Amendment)—, 191.5, 

Passed in Connoil 

Report of Select Committee considered and Bill passeil 
. Calcutta Hackuey-carriage (Amendment)— 

Introduced 

Referred to Select Committee 

Report of Select Committee presented ... ... 

Withdrawn 

Birbhum— 

Malaria in — . See QucBtiom. 

Plague in — . See QucntimiB, 

See MuhammadauB in Dif^rkt Judge'B nfficcB a(— . 

BlRLEY, Hon’ble Mr.— 

Introduced certain heads of amended draft Financial Statement 


Page. 


4:1 

40 
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372 

417 

417 


Replied to (luestions regarding— 

Destruction of cattle by flood ... ... ... 17 

Fibre Experts* jute seeds demonstrations ... ... 273 

Improvement of cattle and provision of pasture lands ... 24 

Industrial Co-operative Societies and Loans, Agricultural and 

Dairy Farms and Fruit Culture ... ... ... 23 

Loans from Co-operative Credit Banks ... ... ... 17 

Promotion of Sub-Registrars in Crude IV of Registration 

Department ... ... ... ... *<3 

l*rospects of Clerks in Registration offices ... ... 3.3, 

Prospects of Sub-Registrars in Cratles IV and V of the Registra- 
tion Department ... ... ... « ... 33 

Uecord-of-rights operations in Eastern Bengal ... ... 261 

Relations between zamindars and tenants ... ... 24 

Service of summonses in rent-suits ... '... ... 3 

Settlement operations in Eastern Bengal ... ... 262 

Ufra paddy disease ... .„ ... ... 271 


Birth and death rates— See 

Bogra— S ee MagiArate and Collector of Bo 0 ' a , 

Bonoong-Satkhira Railway— S ee QveBtiohB , 

Mahmanbaria— S ee Waiting roomeat Brdhmanharia Btation, 

Bbay, Hon’ble Mr. - 

Appointed member of Select Committee on Calcutta BLackney-carriage 
(Amendment) Bill ... , 
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Breaches in Gunti Embankments— 

See Questions, 

BUDGET, 1»16-17 ... ... * ... ... ... 

DiBoassed ... ... ... ... ... ... 274 

Presented ... ... ..• ... ' ... 177 

' BUBDWAN— 

See Gun licenses in Burdwan, 

Burdwan Courts— 

See Judicial work in Burdwan Courts, 

Burdwan, Hon'ble Mauarajadhibaja Bahadur of— 

Budget ... ... ... ... ... ... 280 

O 

Calcutta— 

See Muhammadan Students iu OalnUta, 

Calcutta Haokney-Oarriagb (Amendment) Bill— 

SMB Bill, 

Calcutta Improvement Trust— 

See Questions. 

Calcutta to Barisal Railway— 

See Questions. 

Cart-nuisance in Calcutta— 

See Questions, 

Cattle— 

Destruction of — 

By flood. See Questions. 

Improvement of — 

And provision of pasture lands. See Questions, 

Poisoning in Bengal. See Questions, 

Central (Committee for Juvenile Jail— 

See Questions, 

Ghakravarti, Hon'ble Mr. Byomkeb- 
Asked questioriB regarding — • 


Grants for sanitation ... ... — ... 

MagrahSt drainage scheme ... ... — ... 21 

, Mortality due to malarial causes ... ... ... 22 

Chandra Bahadur, Hon'ble Uai Hari Mohan— 

Budget ... ... ; ... ... ... ... 283 

Supported the Resulation regarding — 

^ Kconomic condition of middlexlass people ... ... 359 

Chaplin, Hon'ble Mr, A. W. C.— 

Speech on Resolution regarding — 


Metalling of oertaia roads Under the Duars Improvemeat 

Scheme ... ... ... ... 8 

Chaudhuri, Hon'ble Raja Mahbndra Ranjan Ray— 

Asked questions regarding — 

Clearing of j angle, etc. ... ... ... ... fo 

Encouragement of Indian manufactures ... ... 25 

Improvement of cattle and provision of pasture lands ... 24 

Industrial Co-operative Societies and Loans, Agricnltural and 
Dairy Farms and Fruit Culture ... 
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Chaudhui, Hon’blb Raja Mambnda 'Ranjan Rat-h^oim^skM. . 

Asked questions regarding— eonr/cMiM. 

Infant mortality 4n the Presidenoy 

Kurseong Improvement Fund Committee 

Lalj^nr in Darjeeling ai\^ Duars 

Lo^peroentageof outlay on Public Works in Kurseong 

ifortality in Rajshahi 

mber of paper-making factories in the Presidency 
per-making industry and the starting of factories 
rchase by (government of indij^enous goods 
Relations between samindars and tenants 
Sanitation in Rajshahi 

Teachers for Primary and Secondary Institutions ... 

Trained dhai» in villages 
Village sanitation 
Withdrew Resolution regarding — 

Stoppage of all travelling and halting allowances of gazetted 
Civil Officers and Members of Council 
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CHAT7DHURI, HON*0LE BABU KISHORI MOHAN— 


Asked questions regarding — 

Catchment area of Kurseong water-supply— dual control of—... 
Communication between Pabna and northern districts of 
Rajshahi • ... 

Congestion in Intermediate Class carriages on the K. B. Ry. ... 

Fares on E. B. Ry. over Hardinge Bridge 

Landlord’s fees under Bengal Tenancy Act 

Observatory Hill, Darjeeling 

Passenger traffic between Sara anti Ishrudi 

Railway communication in Palma 

Railway communication in Rajshahi 

Steamer communication in Rajshahi 

Tax on stray dogs in Kurseong Municipality 


Speech on Resolutions regartling — 
Embankment on Ajai 
Rural water-supply 
Trial by Jury 


Chaudhuri, Hon’blb Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan— 
Speech on Resolution regarding — 

Trial by Jury 
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405 
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457 
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Clbrks— 

And Mohurrirs in Registration offices. See Fmlnl-Haq, 
Prospects of — in Registration offices. See Qxmtionn, 
Civil Courts— 

Sale notices of — , See Qimtimti, ^ 

COLLHOE— 

Messes and University Circular. See 


COLLBCTOR— 


^ Of Bogra. MagiBtrate and of Bogra, 

Communal- 

Represeqfatiou in Provincial Judicial Service , See Questimis, 

OONARPABA— 

See Closing of levei^crossitig gats at Conarpara tn Bxtrdwan. 
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Condition— 

Of AJai embankment near Satkonia. See QtmiionB, 

CONriNBMBNT— 

Under rale 12A of Defence of India Rales. Bee 
Co-OPBRATIVK— 

Credit Banka Loana from—. See QtiestimB. 

COST— 

Of Settlement operations in Rajahahi. See QuBstions, 

COURT(S)— 

Of Wards. Bee QueRiinnB, 

Of Wards Act, 1H79. See ReHtjlutionR. 

See Burdwan Courts. 

Cowley, Hon’blb Mr.— 

Speech on Resol ation regarding — 

Embankment on Ajai ... ... ... 4gx 

Cyclone— 

And floods. See Questions. 


College. See Questions , , 

Engineering College. See Sihpur and Darm Engineering Colleges. 
Engineering Schools. See Resolutions. 

See Questions, 

Saspects. See Questions. 

University. See Questions. 

Dacca School of Enoireerino— 

Abolition of — 

Survey classea in the—. See Questims. 

Dacoits— 

See Resistance to dacoits hy puldic. 

Dacoity— 

In Lalitashar. See Questions. 

Damodar Rivhr— 

Reservoir for — , See Mazhurnl Anwar Chaudhuri, 

Damodar Rivbr— 

Sites for reservoira near-. See Qtwstions, 

Darjeeling— 

Labour in — and Duars. See Questions. 

See Gtwemmmt exodus to Darfeeling : also Observatory Hill, Darjeeling, 

Date— 


And Sugarcane caltivation. See Questions. 
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Datta, Hon’blb Babu Akhil Chandra — 

Aflked qaestionfl regarding— 

Acoommodation on ABsam-Bengal Railway 
Applications for admission into medical institutions 
Jlreaches in Gnmti Embankments 
Dacoity in Lalitashar, Tippers 
Difficulty of admission of students to colleges 
Demand for medical practitioners in Bengal 
Dismissal of Police officer ... 

^'loods in Tippers 
pnmti Embankments 

Inadequate accommodations and stall' in Colleges .. 

Internments under Defence of India Act 
Lack of waiting rooms at Brahmanbaria station ... 

Number of intermediate passed stiidenis for 1916 and their ad- 
mission to Colleges ... ... ~ ... 

Number of matriculates in Bengal for 1916 and their ailmission 
to Colleges ... 

Number of medical students ... ... ;.. 

Number of studiuits receiving education in Colleges 
Number of Upper and Lower Primary Schools ... 

Primary education 

Proportion of registered medical jtractitioners to the number of 
villages 

Relief work in Tippera 
^ Unrecognised High Schools in Bengal ... 

Waiting-rooms at Laksham and Akhuura stations ... 

Moved Resolution regarding — 

Trial by Jury 
Speech on Resolution regarding— 

Mechanical and Electrical Departments and Vernacular Survey 

Classes for Dacca Engineering School ... ...43\432 

Rural water-supply 
Trial by Jury 
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388 

400 
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470 
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502 
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Death— 

Of Head Coustable. See Qmstiom, 
Kates. See Birth and Death rates. 


Dkfknce— 

Of lu<lia Act. See Proceedings under Defence of India Act : also Intern- 
ments under Defence of India Act. 

Of India (Consolidation) Rules, 1915. Uneasiness among the people of 
Calcutta owing to the issue of a Notliicatiou under— declaring 
certain areas to be defended harbours ... ... , ... 22 

Of India RuU*s. See Arrests under Rule ISA, of Defence of India 
Rules : also Questions, - ^ 

Of India Rules and Bengal Regulation III of JS18. See Questions, 


Db, Hon’RLB Mr. K. C.— 

Replied to questions regarding — 

Abolition of Survey Classes in Dacca School of Engineering ... 36 

Affiliation of High English Schools in mufaasal districts ... 18 

Arabic and Persian, teaching of— in High English Schools ... 175 

Drinking-water in rural areas and other sanitary improve 

ments ... «*• ••• ... *»» 270,271 

Electrical Departments of Shibpnr ami Dacca Engineering ^ 
Collegee ... ... ... ... ... 
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Db, Bon’bIiB Mr. K. O.-^-conHiuied, 

Replied to questions regarding-— 

Expenditure on Muhammadan Education 

Fire Bigrade (Calcutta), extension of scope of— ... 

Griints for sanitation in Bengal 
Infant mortality in the Presidency 

Jungles, drainage, tunks, wells and insanitary hollows and 
depressions ... ... ... .*• 

Kerbelais, Imambarah in Portuguese Church Street 

Kurseong Improvoment Fund Committee 

Low percentage of outlay on Public Works in Kurseong 

Magrahfit drainage scheme 

Malaria in Birbhum 

Malaria in Murshidabad district , 

Mortality due to malarial causes 
Mortality in Rajshahi 
Payment of school-fees in Eastern Bengal 
Plague in Birbhum 

Primary examinations ... ... ... ... 

Proposed acquisition of certain villages in the l^i-Parganas ... 

Sanitation in Rajshahi 

Survey School at Laliual Hill, Tippera 

Teachers for Primary and Secondary institutions ... 

Technical iustitutions at Dacca 

Upper and Lower Subordinate sections in Sibpiir and Dacca 
Engineering Colleges ... ... ... ... 

Village sanitation and supply of drinking water ... 

Water Works Scheme for Azimgauj and Murshidabad Mnni- 
cipalitios 

Water Works Scheme for Suri Municipality 
Zenana education 
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Dbmonhtrators— 

In Agrioaltnral Department. See Qiiestionft, 

Department— 

Of Education. See Questioft^. 

Depresbions— 

gee ffollowft and dfipressions. 

DEPUTY COLLECTORS— 

On foreign service. See Qumtions, 

Dhaib, (Trinbd)— 

See Chatidhuvi : also Questions, 

Dihmissal— 

Of Police officer. See Questions, 

District Boards— 

Election of members in selected — in Bengal. See Resolutions, 

See Questions, 

Donald, Hon*blb Mr.— 

Replied to questions regarding— 

Admission of students into Medical College, Oaloutia. ... 388 

Advertising of vacancies in Government Offices ... ... 34 

Alleged insanitary condition of Midaapore ... ... 459 
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Donald, Hon’blb Mr.-^ohcIuM. 

Replied to questiona regarding— 

Alleged wrongful arrest by an KxoLse Sab-Inapector ... 386 

AppUoationa for admission into medical iustitutiona ... 414 

Appointments in Bengal Secretariat ... ... ... 31 

Birth and death-rates in Presidency Division ... ... 377 

Calcutta Improvement Trust ... ... ... 514 

Catchment area of Kurseong water-supply, dual control of — ... 573 

Complaints against Lady Dofferin Hospital authorities ... 521 

Consumption, etc, of sugar in Bengal ... ... ... 383 

Cutting of Zakarlah Street ... ... ... ... 516 

Demand for medical practitioners in Bengal ... ... 390 

Dr. Bentley's anti-malarial scheme ... ... 402, 459 

Duly qualified medical practitioners ... ... ... 412 

Economic position in Bengal ... ... 382 

Encouragement of Indian Manufacturers ... ... 26 

Expenditure on repairs of tanks and Hospitals by District 
Board ... ... .. ... ... .541 

Government exodus to Darjeeling ... ... ... 518 

llalishahar Municipality, sanitation and partition of— ... 461 

High mortality in Manikganj ... ... ... 377 

Hostel for medical Btudeutsin Calcutta ... ... 465 

Importation of tea into India ... ... ... 553 

Industries in Bengal ... ... ... 382 

Infantile mortality in Calcutta and suburbs ... ... 451 

Inquiries into aflfairs of Provident Societies ... ... 568 

Labour in Darjeeling and Duars ... ... ... 24 

Local Administrations and Industries ... ... ... 382 

Malaria in Tangail ... ... ... ... 556 

Muhammadan population in Rajshahi Division ... ... 570 

Muhammadan representation in Municipalities ... ... 562 

Municipal Administration of Howrah ... ... ... 445 

Municipal disenfranchisement of graduates and under-graduates 445 
Municipalities in Bengal ... ... ... ... 475 

Nomination of members of District and Local Boards ... 406 

Non-closing of public ofiices at Suri during the Id-ul-Fitr 

festival ... ... ... ... ... 457 

Number of medical students ... ... ... 388 

Number of paper- making factories in the Prosidoncy ... 26 

Observatory Hill, Darjeeling ... ... ... 457 

Organization of Union Committees ... ... ... 461 

Paper-making industry and the starling of factories ... 27 

Prevention of adulteration of food ... ... ... 466 

Proportion of registered medical practitioners to number of 

villages ... ... ... ... ... 389 

Provident Societies ... ... ... 568 

Public Works Cess and District Boards ... ... 410 

Public Works Cess, utilization of— ... ... ... 461 

Purchase by Government of indigenous goods ... ... 26 

Registered medical practitioners at principal local places ... 413 

Registered medical practitioners, list of — ... ... 411 

Sanitary improvement in the suburbs of Calcutta ... 452 

Subsidizing of industries by Government ... ... 382 

Tax on stray dogs in Kurseong Municipality ... ... 573 

Union Committees ... ... ... ...416,536 

Union residents in Union Committees, representation of— ... 539 

Vacancies in the Bengal Secretariat Establishment ... 34 
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Dr. Bentley'S— 

Anti-malarial scheme. See Queationa. 

DRAFT— 

Financial Statement ... ... ... ... ... 79 

Drainage— 

See Qiieationa. 

Jeaaore — Division. See Jeaaore, 

Maji'rah&t— scheme. See QurMiom. 

Drinking-water— 

In rural areas. See Qmaiiona, 

Duars— 

Labour in Darjeeling ami — . See Qmfttiona, 

Duars Improvement Scheme- 

Metalling of certain roads under—. See Readutiom, 

Dufferin Hospital— 

Lady— authorities. See Quratwm, 

Dutt, Hon’blb Mr. K. B.— 

Asked questions regarding - 


Alleged insanitary condition of Midnapore ... ... 459 

Dr. Bentley’s anti-malarial scheme ... ... ... 459 

Executive and Judicial functions, separation of — ... ... 513 

Expenditure on public buildings ... ... ... 460 

Famine in Bankura ... ... ... ... 45g 

Lodgings for Munsifs in Eastern Bengal ... ... 460 

Speech on Resolutions regarding — 

. Rural water-supply ... ... ,,, 497 

Trill by Jury ... ... ... ... 599 


Eastern and Western Bengal— 

Admission and transfer of students in—. 

Eastern Bengal- 
See Quesiiona, 

Eastern Bengal Railway— 

Lack of waiting-rooms and sheds on-. See i^ueaiions. 

Economic— 

Condition of middle class people. See Reaolutims, 

Position in Bengal. See Qmstiona, 

Eden, Hon’ble Mr. - 
\ 

Calcutta Hackney-carriage (Amendment) Bill ... ... ... 4ig 

Educated Community— 

See Resolutvma, 

Education— 

Expenditure on Muhammadan— See Questuma, 

Primary— in Bengal. See Queationa. 

Of minors. Bee Queationa, 
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Educational— 

Service. See Suboi'dinate EdmationcU Service, 

Edwards, Hon'blb Colonel W. R.— 

Introduced certain heads of Amended Draft Financial Statement ... 46 

Election— 

To Bengal Legislative Council by special Muhammadan electorate. Soe 
Questions, 

Electrical— 

Power-house. See Questmis. 

Electrical Departments— 

Of Sibpur ajid Dacca Engineering Colleget<. See 

Embankments— 

On Ajai. See QxMsliom aha Resolutiom, 

Enoineerinq College— 

Silipur. See Questions, | 

See Sibpur and Dacca Engineering Cdlegcs, 

Excise— 

Sub-Inspector. See Questions, 

Executive— 

And tludicial Functions. See Questions. 

Expenditure— 

Oil repairs of tanks and Hospitals. See Questions. 

Expertb— 

See Questions, 


F 


Factoribh, Number of Paper-Making— 
In the Presidency. See Questions, 

Famine— 

In Bankura. See Questions, 


Faridpur— 

And river Padma. See Questions, 


Fas5L-ul Uaq, Uon’ble Maulvi A, K.— 

Asked questions regarding — 

^Abolition of Survey Classes in the Dacca School of Engineering 
'^Advertising of vacancies in Government offices ... ... 

a Arabic and Persian, teaching of— in High English Schools 
'^Expenditure on Muhammadan Education 
Free-studentships to Muhammadan students in High Schools ... 
High English Schools at Bhola, Jamalpur, Jhalakati and 
Plrojpur 

.Hostel aocommodatien of Muhammadan students ... 

4 House-searches in Dacca 

I Kerbelai Imambarah in Portugaeae Gkoioh Street 
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35 
415 
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FaZIi*ITL HaQ, Hon*blb Maulvi a. K.’-^-eonvlttded, 

Asked qaestions regarding— 

Lack of hostel accommodation 
Muhammadan students in Caloutia 
'^Pension-holders of Nisamat family of Murshidabad 
•J Presidency College — Admission of ctudeuts in — ... 
*^Promotion of Sub-Registrars in Grade* lY of Registration 
Department ... 

‘'Proposed acquisition of certain villages in 24-Parganas 
>^ProBpeotB of Clerks in Registration offices 
^ Prospects of Sub- Registrars in Grades IV and V of Registration 
Department ... 

J Survey School at Lalmai Hill, Tipperah 
'^Technical institutions at Dacca ... ... 

•^Travelling charges of touring officers of office of Director of 
Agriculture ... 

travelling charges of touring officers of Department of Ednca- 
tion 


33 ' 
7.5, 76 


'^two Dacca suspects ... 

^Vacancies in Bengal Secretariat Establishment 
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74 ^ 
33 '' 
.312,334 ^ 


... ... ... ... ... ...312,334 

inove<l resolutions on Uevisod Financial Statement regarding — 

>t Clerks and Mohurrirs in Registration offices, pay of — ... 168"^^ 

J Munsifs, pay of— ... ... ... ...166, 167 

moved Resolutions regarding — 

>i admission of Muhammadan students into Medical Institutions 

of ('alcutta ... ... ... ... 4!i.5 

i hostel accommodation for Muhammadan students in Calcutta.. .43r>, 438 
^ Proposal to frame u scheme for execution of Civil Court Com- 
missioners ... ... ... ... 64, 67 and 68 ^ 

/ provision for Kanungos discharged for stoppage of survey and 

settlement operations ... .** ... ... 440 

re-op<ming of mechanical and clerical departments and verna- 


cular survey classes to Dacca Engineering Hchool 
speech on resolutions regarding — 

^ closing of offices and institutions on Id-ul-Fitr 
^ Trial by jury ... ... ... ... ...5 

J supported rcfjclution regarding — 

offic ‘s of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars and Kasis, inspec- 
tion and supervision of ... 

^ Withdrew resolution regarding — 

Election of additional Member to Bengal Legislative Council by 
non-official Commissioners of Corporation 

Female passenuerh-— 

in Eastern liengal Railway. 8eo Questions, 

Fibre bxpkrts*— 


... 483 

...594,595 


jut^ B'^eds domtii strations. See Qveftimis, 


Financial STATEEB^T— 

Inlrodnction of certain heads of the amended draft — . ... 43, 46, 47, 48, .50, 

53, .53, 55 

Presentation of the Amended Draft—. ... ... ... 43 

Revised — 

presented ... ... ... ... ... 78 

Resolutions on — ... ... ... ... 1.57 

See also Draft Financial Statement, 
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INDEX. 


F1NBB-> 

by Settlement Officers. See ^juestiona. 

Fire Brigade— 

See Qmstions. 

Fibhbribs— 

See Quest ions. 

Floods— 

Destr notion of cattle by — . See Questims, 

Cylone and flood*!. See Questions, 
in Tippera district. See Questions, 

Periodical floods in Bnrdwan Division. See Questions, 

Fruit culture— 

See Questions, 

Foreign bervige— 

Deputy Collectors on foreign service. See Questions, 

Free-studentships- 
See Questions, 


Q 

Ghosb Bahadur, Hon’blk Rai Debender Chundkr— 

appointed member of Select Committee on (!ulcutta Hackney-carriage 
(Amendment) Bill 

asked quest! oii*i regarding — 

Calcutta Improvement Trust 
cutting of Zakariah Street 

Jessore Drainage Division ... ,,, ... 

Passenger stldion at Ultadinghi 
speech on resolution regarding — 

Rural water-supply ... ... ... 

Government exodub to Darjeeling- 
See Questions, 

Government High Schools— 

at Hurdwan, See Resolutions, 

See also Questions, 

Government Oppicbs— 

Advertising of vacancies in—. Questions, 

Government service— 

Pay and prospects of teachers in Government service. See Qxwtione, 

Graduates and under-qraduatbb— 

See Questions, 

Gratuities- 

Pensions and— to relatives of deceased Government Officers, assassin- 
ated. See Questions, 
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514 
516 

515 
515 


496 
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XV 


Greek, Hon'rlb Mr.— 

Introduced certain heads of Amended Draft Financial Statement 48 
Keplied to questions regarding: — » 

* accident at Krishnagur City ... ... ... 468 

accommodation on A. B. Ry. ... ... 472 

amount spent on construction of public buildings ... ... 460 

rongoug-Satkhim Railway ... ... ... ... 178 

breaches in Gumti embankment ... ... ... 548 

closing of level crossing gate at Conarpara in Burdwan ... 458 

closing of Ranaghai-Krishnagar Light Railway ... ... 452 

condition of Ajai embankment near Satkonia ... ... .550 

condition of Bhagirathi river ... ... ... 4 

congestion in intermediate class carriages on E. B. R. ... 405 

construction of a spill area for Tolly’s Nnia ... ... 403 

daily steamer service between Hatiya and Noakhali ... .558 

direct communication between Pabna and Northern districts 

of Rajshuhi ... ... ... ,,, 404 

electrical Power house at Dacca College ... ... 266 

embankments on Ajai ... ... ... ... 55 ^ 

fares on E. B. R. over Hartlinge Bridge ... ... ... 405 

Faridpur and river Pa<lmH ... ... ... ,,, 532 

Hoods in Tippara district ... ... ... 543 

(tuinti embankments ... ... ... ...5411,551 

inconvenience of female passengers in E. B. Ry. ... ... 571 

insanitary condition of Berhamporo ... ... ... 540 

inundation of Kadua math ... ... ... 437 

Jessorc Drainage Division ... ... ... ,,, 

Khulna-Barisal-Faridpur Railway ... ... ... 172 

lack of w^aiting-rooms at Brahmanbaria station ... ... 471 

lack of waiting-rooms and sheds on E. B. Ry. ... ... 556 

life-boats in passenger stoamurs ... ... 571 

MuhammadaiiH in Upper Subordinate posts in Public Works 

Department ... ... ... ... 457 

Padma river ... ... ... ... ... 19 

passenger station at Ultadinghi ... ... ... 515 

passenger steamer services ... ... ... ,,, 571 

passenger tratfic between Sara and Ishrudi ... ... 457 

periodical floods in Burdwan Division ... ... ... ,534 

plague of water-hyacinth ... ... ... ... 557 

railway commnnications in Pabna ... ... ... 457 

railway communications in Rajshahi ... ... ... 403 

sites for reservoirs near Damodar river ... ... 4 

Steamer communication in Rajshahi ... ... ... 404 

strengthening of Gumti embankments ... ... ... 20 

transfer of head-quarters of Noakhali ... ... ... 556 

wating-rooms at Laksham and Akhaura stations ... ... 471 

Guha Ray— 

Nagendra Kumar — . See Quegtiom, 

Gumti— 

Stengthening of — embankments. See Quegtimg. 

Gumti Embankment— 

Breaches in — . See Questions. 

Gum LIGEN8BB — 

in Burdwan. See Questwng. 
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Hacknby-Oarriagu (Amendment) Bill— 

C.iIcuUa— . Bee 

Haider Chaudhuri, Hon’blb Nawab Saiyid How ain— Khan Bahadur— 

Asked questions regarding— 

bfilliation of High English schools in mufussal districts ... 18 

destruction of cattle by flooil ... ... ... 17 

loans from co-operative credit banks ... ... ... 17 

HALI8HAHAR— 

, Mnnicipality. Bee (Juesiiom. 

Hardinge Bridge- 
Bee Qiieations. 

Head-constable— 

Death of- •. Bee Quest ions. 

Head quarters of Noakhali— 

Transfer of — . Bee Questions. 

High English Bchools— 

Arabic and Persian in — . Bee Questions. 

High Bchools— 

Bee Questions. 

High Bchool'^ in Bengal— 

Unrecognis'id — . Boo Questions. 


Hornbll, Hon’ble Mr.— * 

Budget ... ... ... ... ... ... 318 

Introduced certain heads of Amended Draft Financial Btatement ... 51 

Replied to questions regarding — 

a Imission of students into Bibpur Engineering College ... 388 

admissions and transfers ot students in Eastern and Western 

liengal ... ... ... ... ... 522 

College Mosses and University Circular ... ... 466 

Dacca UnivorHity Bcheme ... ... ... ... 385 

diliicuHy of admission of students to colleges ... ... 400 

education of backward classes in Bengal ... ... 384 

fre>studeiitship to Muhammadan students in high schools ... 415 

Government high schools in mufassal ... ... ... 407 

High English schools at Bhola, Jamalpnr, Jhalakati and 

Pirojpur ... ... ... ... ... 415 

hostel accommodation for Muhammadan students ... ... 555 

inadequate accommodation and staff in colleges ... ... 400 

lack of hostel accomodation ... ... ... ... 469 

legislation for establishment of proposed University at Dacca 386 
Mianji Training Schools ... ... ... ... 407 

Muhammadan students in Calcutta ... ... ... 469 

number of Intermediate passed students for 1916 and their 

admission into colleges ... ... ... ... 413 

number of Matriculates in Bengal in 1916 and their admission 

into colleges ... ... ... 413 



1Nd£3C. 


Hornsll, Hon’blb Mr. — concluded, 

replied to questione rej^arding — concluded. 

number of studeiitB r^oeiving education in oollegua in Bengal 400 


number of upper and lower primary flchoola in Bengal 390 

pay and prospects of teachers in Government service ... 529 

Primary and Middle Conr^es in schools ... ... ... 535 

Primary e<lucation in Bengal ... ... ... 471 

Presidency College, admission into— ... ... ... 468 

private tuition by teachers in Government service ... ... 530 

revival of Middle School Final Examination ... ... 536 

strike of students in Sibpiir Engineering College ... ... 454 

Subordinate Educational Service ... ... ... 529 

travelling cliargis of the tonring officers of Department of 

Education ... ... ... ... ... 416 

unrecognised High Schools in Bengal ... ... ... 470 

Speech on the resolutions regarding — 

Government High School at Burdwan ... ... ... 611 

hostel accommodation in Calcutta for Nuinasudru and other 

students of backward classes ... ... .. 164 


xyii 
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Hospitals— 

See Tankn and Hospitals. 

Hostel accommodation— 

Lack of host.d accommodation. See Questions. 

Hostel accommodation for Muhammadan students in Calcutta— 
See Uesulntions. 


Hostel accommodation of Muhammadan students— 

See Questions. 

Howrah— 

Municipal Administration of Howrah. See Questions. 

Huda, Hon’rle Nawab Syed Shams-ul— 

See Shams-nl-Huda. 

2 

612 


ffUBATN, HON’BLE KhAN BaHADUR MAULVI MUSHAUAP— 

asked question regarding payinout of school fees in Eastern Bengal. ... 

moved residutioiis regarding metalling of certain roads under Duars 
Improvement Scheme 


Id-ul-Fitr— 

festival. Non-closing of offices at Suri during Id-ul-Fitr festival. 
See Questions. 

See Hesolutions, 

Importation op Tea into India— 

Statistics relating to importation of tea into India. See Questions, 
Improvement Trust— 

Calcutta Improvement Trust. See Questions. 
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INDEX. 


Indian Manufagturbb, Encourag burnt of— 

See Queationit, 

INDTOKNOUS (lOODS. PURCHAHB BY GOVBRNMBNT OP— 

See Questions, 

Indigo cultivation— 

Soo Questions, 

iNDUHTKIAL CO-OPBRATIVB SOCIETIES AND LOANS— 

See QusHtiuns, 

Industries- 

See Questions, 

INFANTILE MORTALITY IN CALCUTTA AND SUBURBS— 

See Questions, 

Infant mortality in the Presidency- 
See Questions. 

Insanitary condition of Berhampore— 

See ffhiestions. 

Insanitary condition op Midnaporb— 

AlleN^.l insanitary comlition of Midnapore. Se^ Questions, 

Intermediate-passed students— 

Se » Questions. 

Interned persons— 

See Questions, 

Internment of persons in Bengal- 
Seo Questions. 

Internments— 

See Questions. 

Internments under Defence of India Act— 

See Questions. 

Interviews with and transference op interned persons— 
See Questions. 

INUNDATI(»N OP KaDUA MATH— 

See Questions, 

lUWlNI Hon*blb Mr,— 

Aeke l (jiiostion regarding — 

Importation of tea into India ... ' 

Speech on resolution regarding — 

Trial by Jury 

Island— 

of Hatiya and Noakhali, Daily Steamer Service between— 
See Questions, 
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XIX 


IHMAIL Khan, Hon*blk Chaudhuri Muhammad— 

A8k»tl qaestion regarding — 

Calenita to Barisal railway extension 

Budget 

Moved resolution regarding — 

Oilict^s of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars and Kazis, inspec- 
tion and supervision of — 
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172 

m 

171 


J 

Jail— 

Overcrowding in Jails. See Qimtwm. 

Jamalpur— 

See 

JE 880 HE Drain AOK Division— 

See 

Jhalakati— 

See 

Judgeships— 

See Small Causf Court JudgpHhip!*, 

Judicial and Executive functions— 

See Kjrenttive and Judicial ftnwtivfifi. 

Judicial and Revenue duties in Burdwan— 

See Quest io)t!f. 

Judicial service— 

See Provincial Judicial Service, 

Judicial work in Burdwan Courts— 

See Questions. 

JUMA AND Midday Prayers, facilities for— 

Resolution regarding — 

Postponed ... ... ... ... 617 

Jungles— 

See Questions. 

Jury— 

, See Trial hy jury. 

Jute seeds— 

See Fibre ExjterVsjute seeds deftionatraiMU. 

Juvenile Jail— 

See Central Cotnmitlee for Juvefiile Jail. 
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INDEX. 


Kadua math— 

8i‘e Inundation of Kadua math, 

Kanukgos— 

Bee lieiolutinnB, 

KaHRM, HOiN'BLB Maulvi Abul— 

Anks questions regarding — 


appointments held hy Muhammadans in listed service ... 408 

appointments held by Muhammadans in Provinolal Service, etc. 409 

assistant Inspectors of Schools for Muhammadan Education ... 408 

condition of Ajai embankment near Satkouia ... ... 558 

embankments on Ajai river ... ... ... 558 

employment of Kanungos displaced owing to suspension of 

BOttiement work ... ... ... ... 405 

Government High Schools in districts ... ... ... 407 

guii licenses in Burdwan ... ... ... ... 561 

internments under Defence of India Act. ... ... 561 

judicial and revenue duties in Hurdwan, separation of — ... 559 

judicial work in Burdwau Courts ... ... ... 559 

*\/uma ’* prayers and Muhammadan mukhtars of Jlurdwan ... 560 

trailing schools ... ... ••• ••• ^07 

Muhammadan representation in municipalities ... ... 562 

Muhammadans in District Judge’s oflicos at Birbhum ... 560 

nominations of members to District ami Local J^oards ... 406 


Provincial Judicial Bervice and Bmall Cause Court Judgeships 561 
Moved resolutions regarding— 

<lamage by floods in certain areas in the district of Burdwan ... 611 

establishment of a Government High School at Burdwan .., 610 

Kazis— 

See A/afriaffe Registrars and Kazis. 

Kbrr, Hojs’blb Mr.— 

Replied to <juostions regarding — 

Agricultural Department, Expert in — ... ... ... 565 

Agricultural research, results of — ... ... ... 566 

alleged wrongful arrest by a Police Inspector ... ... ;J87 

appointments held by Muhammadans in liste I service ... 408 

appointments held by Muhammadans in Provincial Ser- 
vices, etc. ... ... ... .* ... 409 

appointments of Muhammadans to listed posts ... ... 479 

arrests under Rule 12 A of Defence of India Rules ... 473 

Assistant Inspector of Schools for Muhammadan Education ... 408 

augmentation grant a nd^ assignment of Public Works Cess to 

District Boards ... ... ... ... 568 

cart-nuisance in Calcutta ... ... ... ... 454 

cattle-poisoning In Bengal ... ... ... ... 536 

Central Committee for Juvenile Jail ... ... ... 521 

confinement under Defence of India Rules and Bengal Regula- 
tion III of 1818 ... ... ... ... 474 

confinement under Rule 12 A of Defence of India Rules ... 475 

cost of settlement operations in Rajshahi ... ...' 451 

Dacca suspects ... ... ... ... 74 

dacoity in Lalitashar, Tippera ... ... ... 543 

death of Head Constable Paresh Chandra Bose ••• 555 



INDEX. 


XZl 


Kerb, Hon’RLB ldlt»—e(m(intied. 

Replied to questions regarding — continue. 
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death sentencea by neasiona courts ... ^ ... ... 570 

demonstrators in Agricultural Department ... ... 566 

Deputy Collectors on foreign service ... ... ... 273 

Deputy Directorship of Fisheriea ... ... ... •'^66 

dismissal of Police officer ... ... ... 544 

education of minors under the Court of Wards ... ... 448 

eil'ect of cyclone and floods in September, i916 ... ... 519 

election to Bengal Legislative Council by special Muhammadan 

electorate ... ... ... ... ... 5.3.3 

employment of kaiiungos displaced owing to suspension of 

settlement work ... ... ... ... 406 

executive anti judicial functions, separation of — ... ... 514 

expenditure for maintenance of Fisheries Department ... .567 

famine in Bankura ... ... ... ... 458 

fines by Settlement Oflicerj ... ... ... 450 

floods in Tippera ... ... ... ... 401 

grants to District Boards ... ... ... ... 569 

gun licenses in I urdwan ... ... ... ... 562 

improvement in date and sugarcane cultivation ... ... 38.3 

internment of persons in Bengal ... ... ... 478 

internments 447. 454 

int ‘rnments under Defence of India Act ... 472, 544 

545, 561 

interviews with and transference of interned persons ... 474 

j idicial and revenue duties in Burdwan, separation of— ... 559 

judicial work in Bur<lwan (^mrts ... ... ... .559 

^*Junr( prayers and Muhammadan Mnkhtars of Purdwan ... 560 

Khatinm of Kajshahi, recording of — ... ... ,,, 451 

Lainllord’s foes under Bengal 'Fenancy Act ... ... 573 

lodgings for Munsifs, Kasiern Bengal ... ... ... 460 

Muliammadans and officiating Munsiffships ... ... 563 

Muhamiiiadans and J’rovincial Judicial Bervice ... ... 563 


Muhumirui'lans in District Judge’s offices at Birbhum ... 560 

municipalities in Hoiigul ... ... ... ... 475 

noii-a]ipoiiitmeut of Muhammadans to posts of Magistrates and 

Collectors of Bogra ... ... ... ... 480 

overcrowding in jails ... ... ... ... 520 

jiensions and gratuities to relatives of deceased (Tovernment 

odicers, assassinated ... ... ... ..« 28 

pension-holders of the Nizamat family of Murshidabad ... 32 

political crimes ... ... ... ... ... 273 

prisoner in Mymensingh jail, death of — ... ... 531 

proceedings under Defence of India Act ... ,,, 532 

’proposed sub-division of Pabna district ... ... 21 

protection of fish by Department of Fisheries ... ... 567 

Provincial Judicial Service, appointments to— ... 173, 174 

Ditto communal representation of — ... 564 

Ditto promotions in — ... ... 564 

Ditto and Small Cause Court Judgeships 561 

recovery of rent under Bengal Tenancy Act ... ... 448 

regulation of traffic in Calcutta streets ... ... 45.3 

relief work in Tippera ... ... ... ... 401 

resistance to dacoits by public ... ... ... 520 

reviving of indigo cultivation in Bengal ... ... 384 

sale notices of Civil Courts ... ... ... 21 

sessions cases in mufassal ... ... ... ... 570 
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Kbrr, Hon*blb UvL .^ coHcluded . 

r»plit)d to questions regarding— ro/ic/udsd. 

s.ntlement in Rajshahi Division 

settlement operations titpatit lands in Uajshahi district 

ditto in Rajshahi district, conference regard- 

ing costs of— 

ditto in Uajshahi district, cost of — 

ditto in Uajshahi district, recovery of costs oi 

— by instalments 

special class prisoners 

statistics of persons dealt with under Rule of Defence of 
India Rules and Bengal Regulation III of 1818 

Survey and Settlement Manual, publication of a revised edition 
ot — 

tramway accidents 

travelling charges of touring oificers of office of Director of 
Agriculture ... 

uneasiness among the people of Calcutta owing to the issue of 
a Notification under the Defence of India (consolidation) 
Rules 191.5, declaring certain areas to be defended harbours 

up-keep o.' public temples 
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55.5 

57:5 

57 :^ 

572 


573 

.521 

473 

572 

46B 

414 


22 

556 


Kbrbblai Imambarah— 

iu Portuguese Church Street. See Qiieslion^, 

Khan Bahadur, Uon’ble Maulv Muhharrok IIushain— 
moved resolution regarding — 

amendment of Court of Wards Acr, 1879 ... ... 25.') 


Khan Chaudhuri, Hon’blb Mr. Ashraf Ali— 
asked questions regarding — 

inconvenience of female passengers in Kastorn Bengal Railway 
life-boats in passenger steamers ... 

Muhammadan population on Rajshahi Division 
passe. iger steamer services 

Khaiiam — 

See (jimiiom, 

Kribhnaoar City— 

See Ai'cident at Kri$hnagar City, 

Kuoulbr, Hon'blb Mr.— 

Hostel accommodation in Calcutta for Namisudra and other students of 

backward classes, spedch on the resolution regarding — ... 163 

Kursbong- 

Improvement Fund Committee. See Questions, 

Low p.^roentage of outlay on Public Works in — . See Questions, 

Municipality. See stray dogs in Kurseong Municipality. 

Water-supply, catchm mt area of — . See Questions. 


571 

571 

571) 

571 


L 


Labour— 

in Darjeeling and Duars. See Questions. 
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xxiii 

Fagi. 

;,aha, Hon*dlb Raja Hrishikbah— 

Asked questions rej^ardiii^ — 

Bonj^ouR-Saikhira Railway ... ... ... 173 

Budget ... ... ... ... ... ... 276 

jAKSHAM and Akhauka— 

Waiting rooms at Laksham and Akhaura. See QumUous. 

iALITASHAU— 

St*e Dncoity in LalUush'tr. 

iALMAi Hill,— 

Tippera. See (^uentions. 

iANDLORD*H— 

Fees. See Quest inns. 

ilCENBKft— 

Sje (JuH lieenses. 

,iFE Boats— 

ill pass Miger ati‘ani»'rfi. S.^e Qusstuuis. 

JHTED— 

FoHtH. See MuliammadaiiH to Untt^d posts. 

S^rvicv*. See Quest inns. 


lOCAIi— 

Adtninistr.i;ioim aii l ind istries. S Questions. 

Boards. Se-^ Questions, 

lODQINfiS— 

For Miinsifs. Se.^ Questions. 

4OWER Subordinate hrctions— 

in Sihpur an I Dacca Engineering Colleges. See Upper and Lower 
SnhorUiuate sedions in Sihpar and Dacea Engineering Colleges. 

-YON, Hon’ble Mr.— 

Budget ... ... ... ... ... ... 3;J6 

intro luc? I certain hea ls of Amended Draft Financial Statement ... 50 

Speech on resolution regarding — 

additional seats to educated community in Bengal Legislative 

('onncil ... ... ... ... ... 35J> 

Mechanical and Engineering Departments and Vernacnlar 

Survey Classes for Dacca Engineering School ... 435i 


lACKBNZlB, H0N»BLB MR. J.— 

asked question regarding — 

Municipil Administration of Howrah ... ... 444 

4a(ustratb and Collector of Bocra— 

See Muhammadans to tike post of Magistrate and Collator of Bogra. 
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INDEX. 


^AEX. 

Macirahat— 

Drainage Scheme. See Quesiinm, 

MaHARAJADHlRAJA BAHADUR OP BURDWAN, HON*BLE-> 
epeech on resolation^ riig .riling— 

damage by flooda in certain areas in Hurdwan 
Government High School at Bnrdwan 

Maintrnanob allowancbb— 

to interned perious. See QueHiom, 

Malaria— 

in Hirbhum. See Questions. 
in Murshidabad. See Questions. 
in Tangail. See Questions. 

ManIKOANJ. See Questions. 

Manual— 

Survey and Settlement — . See Questions. 

Marriage Rbgibtrarm and Kazib— 

See Muhammadan Marriage Registrars and Kazis. 

Martin, Hon’ule Mr. E. A.— 

Made Oath o£ Allegiance 

MatrigulatBH. See Questions. 

Mazharul Anwar Chaudhuri, Hon’ble Maulvi— 

moved resolution on Revised financial Statement regarding reservoir 

for Damodhar river ^ ... ... ... ... 157 



615 

610 


Mazumdar, Hon’blb Babu Ambika Charan— 

Asked questions regarding— 

admission and transfer of students in Eastern and Western 

Bengal ... ... ... ... ... 521 

admission of students into Medical College ... ... 388 

admission of students into Sibpur Engineering College ... 388 

alleged wrongful arrest by an Excis? Sub-Inspector ... 386 

allege J wrongful arrest by a Police Inspector ... ... 3S7 

Dacca University scheme ... ... ... ... 385 

Faridpur and river Pudma ... ... ... ... 532 

internment of persons in Bengal ... ... ... 478 

internments ... ... ... ... ... 446 

legislation for establishment of proposed University at Dacca 385 

municipal disenfranchisMiient of graduates and under-gra- 
duates ... ... ... ... ... 445 

Nagendra Kumar Guha Kay ... ... ... 530 

Pay and prospects of teachers in Government bit vice ... 529 

Prisoner in Mymensingh Jail, death of — ... ... 530 

Private tuition by teachers in Goveromenl service ... 530 

Proceedings under Defenc* of India Act ... ... 532 

Bubordinato Educational service ... ... ... 529 

Calcutta Hackney-carriage (Amendment) Bill ... ... ... 372 

Speech on resolution regarding — 

hostel accommodation for Muhammadan students in Calcutta 436 
Mechanical and Electrical Department^ and Vernacular Survey 
Classes for Dacca Engineering School ... ... 431 

rural water-supply ... ... ... ... 495 

trial by jury ... ... ... ... ... 589 
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, ^ Page. 

IfBOHAiriOAL AND £LB0TR1CAL DEPARTMENTS AND VSBNAOULAR SURVEY 
0DA88BB FOR DACCA ENGINEERING SCHOOLH— 

Bee Resolutions, 

Medical College— 

See Questions, 

MEDICAL Institutions— 

See Questions, 

Medical institutions op Calcutta— 

See Resolutions. 

Medical practitioners- 
See Questions, 

medical Students— 

See Hostel for medical students, 

MiANJi Training Schools— 

See Questions. 

Middle glass people— 

See Economic condition of middle t lass people. 

Middle Courses— 

See Primary and Middle Courses. 


Middle School— 

See Revival of Middle School Final Examination, 

Mitra, Hon*ble Mr Pravash Chandra- 
asked questions regarding — 

construction of a spill area for Tolly’s Nala ... ... 403 

Dr. Bentley’s anti-malarial scheme ... ... ... 402 

expenditure on repair 'of tanks and hospitals by District Boards .^40 

Union Committees ... ... ... ... 41G 

moved resolution regarding — 

rural water-supply ... ... ... ... 484 

Speech on resolution regarding — 

rural water-supply ... ... ... ... A07 

Mitra Sahadur, Hon’ble Uai Mahendra Chandra— 
asked questions regarding — 


accident at Krishnagar City 

40/ 

oattle-poisomng in Bengal ... 

530 

College Messes and University Circular ... 

465 

duly qualified medical practitioners ... 

411 

Halisahar MunicipaBty, sanitation and partition of — 

401 

hostel for medical students in Calcutta ... 

405 

insanitary condition of Berhampora ... 

540 

inundation of Kadua Math ... 

... 467 

list of registered medical practitioners ... 

... 411 

organisation of Union Committees 

' ... 461 

periodical floods in Burdwan Division ... 

534 

prevention of .adulteration of foods 

... 460 
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Mitra Bahadur, Hon'blx Rai Mahbndra Chandra— 
asked questions regfarding — concluded. 

Public Works Cess and District Boards ... 

Public Works Cess, utilization of 

r<*gistered medical practitioners at principal local places 
revival of Middle School Final Examination 
syllabus of Primary and Middle Courses in Schools 
tramway taccidents 
Union Committees 

Union residents in Union Committees, representation of — 
Calcutta Hackney-carriage (Amendment) Bill ... 

Speech on resolution regarding — 

damage by floods in certain areas in Bnrdwan 
rural water-supply 
trial by jury 
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409 

401 

412 

536 

536 

466 

.416,536 

539 

417 

616 

493 

596 


Mookbrjer, Hon*blb Sir Rajbndra Nath— 

Speech on resolution regarding — 

Mechanical and Electrical Departments and Vernacular Survey 
Classes for Dacca Engineering School ... ... 429 


Mortality- 

Duo to malarial causes. See Queetimi^. 

Infant— In the Presidency. See Questions, 

In Rajshahi. See Quest ione, 
lnfuntile-»-ia‘Calcutta and suburbs. See Queetione, 

Mu H AHMAD AN EDUCATION— 

Expenditure on—. See Questmis, 

Muhammadan Electorate— 

Election to Bengal Legislative Council by special Muhammadan electo- 
rate. See 

Muhammadan Marriage Regirtrarb and Kazis— 

See Reedlutiom, 

Muhammadan Mukhtarb- 
Seo Questions, 

Muhammadan population in Rajbhahi Division— 

See Questions, 

Muhammadan rbprbsrntation in Muntcipalitieb— 

See Questions, 

Muhammadan btudbnth— 

See Hostel accommodation for Muhammadan students, 

Muhammadan students in Calcutta— 

See Questions, 

Muhammadans and officiating Munrifbhipb— 

See Questions, 

Muhammadans and Provincial Judicial Sbbvick— 

See Questions, 



INDEX. 
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nuuAMJlAUAJNB IN iiiSTRlCT JUDGE'S OFFICES AT BIBBHVM— 
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Abstratct of the Pioceedimjt of the lieiujal Legislative Oouiicil assembled 
under the prnmsioiis of the (rooernment of Lidia Act, 1915. 


The Council met in tin- ('onncil (’liaialicr in Covovnuicnt IIoumo on 
'Wodnosday, the 12th .lanuuiy, IhlU. at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excollciicy tlie llicflit Ilon’lili' Thomas David, ^AKo^ (Jahuicuael 
OE Skikeinu, (J.c.i.e., k.c.m.o.. (jooermr oj the Presideneg oj Fort 
WHliam in liengai, presiding. 

Tlio Uon’hlc Me. 1’. C. Lyov, o.s.i., Vics~ President, 

Tlie Ilon’lilc Nawab Sykd Shams-he-IIi'Da. 

The Ilon’l.lo Mu. N. 1). IIea’ibon lUa.i,, c.s.i., c.i.i:. 

The Hon’hlo (’oi.. W. K. Kdwauds. c.n., c.m.o. 

Till* Hoii’lilf Mu. F. .1. Monahan. 

The Hoii’lih- Mu. .1. Land. 

'l’h(' Moii’hlc Ml!. .1. II. lvKI!U, C.I.K. 

Tlu*. Hoii’hh' Mu. K. (■ I)e, <m.k. 

The Hon'hh- Mu. .1. Donai.d. 

The Hon’Llt' Mu. L. IliuuKy. c.f.E. 

The Hon’l)!.' Mu. II. II. (Iuken. 

The Hon’hh- Mu. C. II. Momi-as. 

The Hon’hle JIu. H. C. MnuA. 

'Hie Hon’hh- Mu. W. W. Ih.usEi.i.. 

The Hon’l. le Mu. C. K. Payne. 

Th.. Hon’ble Mu. K. 15. H. Pantos 

The Hoii’ble Uai Puiya Nath Mukuarji IlAHADiiu. 

The Hon hie Mu. H. .1. Hu.aky. 

Hon’blo I)i:. Nilkatan Sakkau. 

Hoii’blt* Raja llmsHihKHH Laha, (m.k. 

I’lio Hon’blf* Mr. R. Glen. 

Tho Hon’ble Mu. Byomkes UirAKUAVAim. 

The* Hon'ble Sir Hijay Ciiani) Mahtab, k. c.s.i, . k.c.i.e., lo.m., 

Mahai^ajadliiraja Baliadur of Burdwaii. 

The Hon'ble Maharaja Jac^ahindka Naxh Ray. 

The Hon’ble Raja Shohiti Kanta Aitharyya Ohaudhuri Bakadhr. 
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Questions and Anstoers, [12th Jamuabt;. 

[^Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharaff Husain,^ 


The Hon’blo Dr. Dkba Pkabad Sarbadhikari, c.i.e. 

Tlifl Hoii’ble Babu Ramtakan Banerji. 

The Hon’hle Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur 
Tho Hon’ble Mr. K. H. Bray. 

Tlio Hon’blo Mr. A. Birkmyue. 

Tho Hoii’hle Mr. W. T. Grice. 

TIkt Hoii’hle Mr. A. W. C. Chaplin. 

Tho Hon’blfi Mr. Oolam Hohkrin Cahhtm Ariff. 

Tho- Hon’blo Maulvi AIazhauifl Anwar ('haudhuri. 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhharhaf Huhbain. 

Tho Hon’blo Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

Tho Hon’bh^ Nawab Satyid Hobham Haidar Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur* 
The Hon’hle Maharaja R ana, tit Sinha of NaBhipur. 

Tho Hon’blo Raja Mahendra Ranjan Ray Chaudhurl 
T he Hon’blo Rai Prabanna Kumar Ray Bahadur. 
x/Tho Hon’bh^ Babu Suuendra Nath Banerji. 

Tho Hou’blo Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’bh* Rai Hari Mohan Chandra Bahadur. 

Tho Hoii’l)lo CiiAUDHURi Muhammad Ihmail Khan. 

The Hon’blo Babu Ui’ENdra LalRay. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. I. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

By the Hoii’ble KHAN BAHADUR MAULVI M^USHARRAF HUSSAIN 

• 1. (a) Is it a fact that the rules regarding thi‘ payment of achool-feeB' 
in Eastern Bengal differ from those in force in Western Bengal ? 

{h) Is ii a fact that Govern ineiit servants, such as postmasters, police- 
officers and other officers, in Eastern Bengal districts, find it inconvenient to 
pay tliidr cliildroii’s school-fees within tho date proscribed bj^tho rules for the 
payment of s(diool-foos, nanndy, the 4tli day of tho month, as they generally 
receive their salari(*s after that date ? 

(c) If so, an* the Government considering the advisability of altering the 
rules in this coimoction ? 
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* [Jfr. De ; Maharaja Ranajit Sinha of Nashipur : Mr, Birley,] 

The Hon’ble Mu. DE replied : — 

(a) ** The answer is in tlio affirmative. 

(b) No complaints of this nature have been received by Government or 
the Director of rublic Instruction. 

(c) The co-ordination of the rules regarding the payment of school fees 
in Eastern Bengal and Western Bengal is under consideration.’" 

By the Hon’hle MAH AUAJA UANAJIT SINHA OF NASHIPUR 

*2. («) Ih it not n fact that the personal service of summonses in all 

rent-suits is invariably insistj^l upon by the Courts ? 

(b) Are t!ie (lOVtM’iiinont aware that this iiKxle of service causes much 
delay in the disposal of cases and (mtails trouble and oxpfmH(' to the parties 
concerned ? 

(c) Are the Ciovernment considering the desirability of making 
reconinuMidations to tlie High Court to have the service effected (especially 
in the case of tenure-Iiolders) l}y registered post under the power given to 
them bv clause {d) of section 148 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, J885 (Act VIIT 
of 1885)? 

The Ilon’hle Mu. BIRLEY roplied 

“ (a) The p(‘rsonal service of summonses in all rent-suits is invariably 
insisted upon under the rules framed by the High Court. 

(6) & (c) The question of the service of summonses through the Post 
Office under section 148 {d) of the Bengal Tenancy Act has been considered 
by Government in the past, but the High Court and the Postal authorities 
were opposed to the proposal. There is no such proposal now before 
Government, and it is not intended to reopen this question at present."' 

By thr ILudbh- MAHARAJA RANAJIT SINHA OF NASHIPUR— 

* .‘h {a) Are th(* Govt^rnmeiit aware that the rmmbcr of attacks and 

deaths from malaria in the Murshidabad district during 1915 was higher 
than that of the jJi-i'vious year? 

(ft) Is it a fact tliat the quinine supplied by the Governmenr, for 
distributiciii was not sufficient to meet the requirements of the district ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there have been frequent outbreaks of cholera and 
also an increase in the number of malaria cases in th(‘ Murshidabad Muni- 
cipality <luriiig th(* last two yt^ars ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that tlje average death-rate exetu^ds the birth-rate 
in tin* Hai<l miinici])ality ? 

(f) Will the 0(»vernment be [Jeased to stale what stejjs, if any, they are 
takiiij; t(» improvt*. the health of the people in the Mursliidabad district ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. DK replied 

“(ft) Thtj a?is\ver is in tlu^ negative. The numfxjr of deaths from 
fever for the 11 months ending the 30th November, 1915, was 45,013 as against 
45,819 for the corpsj)onding period in 1914. Statistics available^ not 
show what j>roportion of these was due to malarial fever. 

(b) The answer is in the negatived The number of gr-ains of quinine 
distributed gratuitously and supplied to vendors during 1915 was respectively 
9,50,200 and 6,828,000 "as against 7,60,000 and 5,663,200 for the year 1914. ‘ 

(c) As r^ards cholera, the answer is in the negative. The number ol' 
deaths from cholera up to the 30th November 1915, was 30 as against 115 
for the year 1914. As regards malaria, the Hon'ble Member is referred to 
paragraph {a). 



The oonditioD of 
the fihagirathi 
river. 


hiteii for the 
nieervoirH near the 
Demodar liver. 


4 Que$i%(m and Answer b, [12th January, 

[Maharaja Banajtt Sinha Naahipur : Mr, Green : Maulvi }(azharul * 
Anwar CftiaudhuTi,^ 

tho Hon ’bio Mr. DE ropHod — roncld. 

(d) In common with the ^reat majority of Bengal municipalities the 
recorded death-rate in Murshidabad exceeds the recorded birth-rate; but it 
is not possible to say whether the death-rate really does or does not exceed 
the birth-rate. The disinclination of parents to register births is often 
very great. Investigation has sometimes shown a deficiency of 50 per cent, 
in recorded births, and it is therefore extremely difficult to draw accurate 
conclusions from the figures which ai*e supplied. 

(e) A grant of Rs. 40,000 was made to the BerhamTOre Municipality for 
water-supply during the year 1914-15 and a grant of Rs. 500 for quinine 
during the current year. Eighteen vaccinators were deputed on special duty 
in connection with small-pox during the rains of 1915. The District Boara 
of Berhampore spent Rs. 16,421 on medical charges in 1914-15.” 

By the Hon’ble MAHARAJA RANAJIT SINHA OF NA8H1PUR 

*4. Will the Government be pleased to states whotlior the co idition of 
the riv(*.r Bliaxirathi has improved since the mouth of the river was last 
dredged ami, if not, what further steps they art) taking in the matter ? 

The Hon’ble Mit. GRKEN replied : — 

“Tlio condition of the river Bhagirathi has not improved since the 

mouth of the river was dredged in the cold season of 1914-15. 

Dredging operations at the mouth of the river are now in progress. It 
is feared that this will not cause any permanent improvement in the condition 
of the river Bhagirathi. The dredging of the mouth of the river wiU, 
however, be further considered in connection with the report on the Nadia 
Rivers recently feceived from Major Hirst, i.a., Director of Surveys.” 

15y the Hon’ble MAULVI MAZHARUL ANWAR CHAUDHUKl 

• 5. Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(t/ whetlier the sites of the reservoirs, recommended in 
Mr. Addams-William’s scheme for mitigating the stn’erity 
of the floods of the river Damodar, have lieen selected ; 
(ii) wlietlier the preliminary surveys and other works recom- 
mended in the said scheme have been completed ; 

(m) if the sites of the reservoirs have not yet been finally 
selected and the preliminary surveys, etc., have not yet 
been completed, what progress has been made in these 
matters up to the pn'sent time ; and what stops have 
boon taken or are being taken to complete tlio prelimi- 
nary works during the present cold season ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. GREEN replied ; — 

(f) ” The site for one reservoir has been selected. 

(ii) The preliminary surveys for the reservoir mentioned in paragraph 
(i) have been completed. The site for the second reservoir has not yet been 
selected and no preliminary surveys in connection therewith have been made. 
The other works alluded to by the Hon’ble Member are presumably— 

(a) The excavation of an escape channel from the 38th mile of the 

Chetua Circuit 'Embankment to the 5th mile of the Rupnarain 
Right Embankment— Surveys of this work have been com- 
pleted. Further information has been called for and the 
estimates will be prepared in due course. 

(b) The improvement and extension of the iHoorhoora khal. — Surveys 

of this work have been made. The estimate has been prepare 
and is under scrutiny. 
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" 1916.} Questions and Answers. 

77j|f Bengal Smoke-Nuisinces {Amendment) Bill. 1915, 

[J/r. Green : Mr. Beatson Bell.] 

The Hon’blo Mr. GREhN replied-— cowr/rf. 

(c) The retirement of the Baxi khal embankment at the Rupnarain 

end and the widening of the khal. — Surveys have been made and 
the proposals have fcen examined carefully. Estimates will 
now be prepared and scrutinized. 

(d) The construction of a short channel from Kharia on the Gaighatta 

khal to join with the Ghesapatty khal. — Surveys of this have 
been made and the estimate is under scrutiny. 

(e) The declaration of certain areas under section 6 of the Embank- 

ment Act. — Steps are being taken to have these areas declared. 

In connection with the Damodar river itself — 

(a) The location and preliminary survey of one reservoir site have, as 
already stated, been completed. The proposed survey for the 
second site is in abeyance, on account or the present financial 
stringency. 

{!)) The location of suitable places to escape flood water on the right 
bank of the Damodar to relieve the pressure against the left 
bank. — It is now anticipated that these escapes will form them- 
selves; in other words, the escapes may be left to the action of 
nature. 

(r) The provision of an escape behind the Jungalpara village on the 
right bank of the Damodar. — It is believed that this escape will 
also form of its own accord and that no artificial means need be 
adopted. 

(d) The proposal for a cut between the Kaiia Nadi and the Mandes- 
wari. — The Hon’ble Member is referred to the resolution which 
stood in the name of the Hon’ble Dr. D. P. Sarbadhikari for 
discussion at the Council meeting in September, 1914, which 
was subsequently withdrawn by the Homble mover. Inquiries 
have been made into this proposal and it has been ascertained 
that with the improvement of the Hoorhoora khal this work will 
probably be unnecessary. 

(m) The answer given in paragraph (m) above deals fully with the 
progress already made and with the steps which are now being taken to 
complete preliminary operations,” 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 

THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1915. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Boatson Bell iiresented the Report of ilm Select 
Committee on the Bengal Smoke-nuisancos (Amendment) Bill, 1915. 


He said : — 

My Lord, I beg to present the Report of the 8eloct Committee on the 
Bengal Smoke-nuisances (Amendment) Bill. As Hon’[)le Members will sc^e 
from the papers in their hands, we have unfortunately not been altogether 
unanimous in our report. Wo carefully considered this Bill and we found 
that we had to deal with several classes of people. In the first place, there 
were abseiiteo landlords, people who have seldom gt)t friends. However, we 
were able to throw them a satisfactory biscuit, and I think we shall have no 
further difliculty in this direction. The next class of people were ladies 
who employ their spare time in manufacturing coke. My friend, the Hon’ble 
Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur, thought that we were a little hard on them, 
and that we shoiild make some provision to ensure that their privacy was 
not unduly And unreasonably invaded. I recenly spent an evening in 
seeing the manufacture of coke, and I also saw and conversed with some of 
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these lafliefl. Then I hai a further (Hsoussioii with the llai Bahadur 
and he has now drawn uj) an fimendmciiit which Governnuuit are prepared to 
accept. 

The third class of i)eopi(^ were the sleamsljip companies. I tak(» this 
opportunity of thanking Mr. Carmichael for allowing me to assist in tlu^ 
.stoking of a British Indian steanier, the good ship Dunera, I must also 
thank her Commander, Captain Miiiiro, her Chief Kngine<‘r, Mr. Duncan, and 
I may add Hijjat Ali, the serang of thc< stokers. I spent an extremely 
interc'-ling night and <li<l a good doyl of pcTsonal stoking. I came to the 
conclusion that our Bill is hy no means an unreasonuhh'i Bill, but I under- 
stand that some Members of the ScJoot Gommittc^e and some Members of this 
House still think that the Bill is capal)lo of improvennmt. We also on 
behalf of Government have been (examining the Bill and we think it possible 
that even at this eleventh hour it may Injeome non-contentious. Hitherto 
the discussions have been conducted on both sides with tlie most complete 
good humour, and I am sure that this will continiu*. Wti are all desirous of 
arriving at the same result, namely, that there should Ik* as little smoke in 
Calcutta as is roasonably practical. ]^erliaj)S, the solution will be found in 
lubricating tin* wlu'cls of adminisfration with a little of the oil of democracy. 
In other words, wr* may perhaps see our w-ay to disj)ense with an official 
majority on the Snioki^-nuisances Board. This suggestion has been made, 
and we are quite willing to consider it. This wouhl be an important 
cliange, and it could not be made on the sjair of tin* moment. T tln‘refore 
proposes that, with a view to arrive at some unanimous conclusion, this Bill 
should bo postponiKl until the next meeting of the Council.” 

RESOLUTION. 

' I 

[Under the rules for the discussion of matters of f/meral jMblfe interest,) 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 3. 

The Hon’blo KHAN BAHADUR MAULVI MUSHAKAFF HUSAIN moved 
the following rs&olution : — 

“ This Couinnl recjomnieiids to the Governor in Council that the following 
roads bo adihul to the list of ronls to be nn^talled by the Public Works 
D(*partment under tlie Duars Improvement Scheme, namely : — 

(/) the road from Nathoahat to Ambariliat ; 

[2) the road from Nathoahat to Gairkatahat ; and 
(o) the road from Nathoahat to Dhupguri.” 


lb* said : — 

“My Lord, — In moving this I beg to point out that we are all grateful 
to your Excellency for what you have done and are still doing for the 
improveiiKMit of tin* district of Jalpaiguri. I do not like to minimise at all 
the iniportaiuK* of the roads that are alriJady in the prfgramme. If I had 
been so minded, 1 would have taken an early opportunity of xomlemning it by 
moving a resolution to that effect in this Council. While I am fully alive to 
the ilifficulties that the higher authorities experience in making a scheme for 
the improvement of a place that would be acceptable to all sections of the 
p(3ople concerned, yet at the same time I beg to point out to your Excellency 
the fet'lings of disappointment of the Indian Planting ('ommunity in this 
aftair, so that your Excellency may, in giving effect to the whole scheme, 
consider the disadvantages of the Indian Tea Planters in the Duars. My 
Lord, there is a strip of land running from the Bhutan hill and lying to the 
west of Banarhai Tea Estate and to the east of the Diana river and stretching 
as far as the Jaldhaka Tea Estate, a distance of about 13 miles where there 
exist eight gardens of various dimensions belonging to Indian Tea Planters. 
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1 regrot to inform your Excolloiicy that the Uiiars improveinont solieino liaR 
totally ignored this strip of land. European planters oii both sides of this 
strip of land have got coinn'ciion with a eonnnon centre at Barnes 
Junction. But I regrc't to notice that this middle portion helonging to 
the Indian Planters has not btum connected with either of its two for- 
tunate neighbours. The reason why this has been tlone is quite; obvious. 

1 do not for a moment want to insinuate that tlii^ has b(*en willingly 
doin' by the framers, of the sclu'me, but it has been doni* through oversight 
and for w’ant of proper representation when the whoh; matter was considered. 
My Lord, we all owe a groat deal to your Excellency for your sympathetic 
attitude' towards the people of the Duars and especially because of the fact 
such a big scdiemo for tin; improvement of the place has boon undertaken 
during your r^xime. Your Exetdloncy very kin lly deputed Mr. Fiifnimore, 
the them Chief Engineer of yemr Exctdlency s (jovernment, to the town of 
Jalpaiguri to draw up a scheme for the irapnwoment of tlie dalpaigiiri <listrict 
Some time in 191:?. He was pleascMl to hold a conference of repri'sentativc' 
gentlemon of tlu' district including Mr. Milligan, the then Deputy Commis- 
sioner, the Hon’ble Mr. (vhaplin and myself. Mr. Finnimore explained to 
us that he would make a grand trunk road starting from Tetulia. the 
westoniuKist point of the distri<;t of Jalpaiguri tcj tlu' town of Jalpaiguri, 
and crossing the river Teosta, it would go to Ramshahi, where it would meet 
auoilit'i* rotid from (dialsa, and bridging the rivers daldhaka and Diana a 
littUi below their junction about half a mile from the liamshahi station, 
it would go to (jfairkata and after serving as many tea gardens as possible on 
its way, would goto Alijuir and from there to Kumargram. ddie Government 
acccptetl this scheme and when th(» Hoii’ble Raja Mahendra Ranjan Ray 
Cliaudhuri made an interpellation in Ibis (^)uncil, soon after the opening of 
the now Council in .January 191 J, your Excclloncy’s Government was pleased 
to reply that tiic. scdieme was unalt(u'able and that the Govornmmit could not 
ac'cepi the idea of the Hon’ble Member to change it. My Lord, tlu' settled 
facts became unsettled, how, when, and by whom, we, the public, do not 
know. If that scdieme had been pusheil through there would have been no 
necessity for me to press for a<lding the rcjad from Dhupguri to Nathoahat 
and from Nathoahat to Gairkata at all. It is beyond the comprehimsion of a 
man of my intelligence how a road, wdiich wan in tin; programme, could have 
been omitted witliout the (‘onsent of the i)ersoii8 who are interested in the 
affair. It may be argued that it will be to the interests of my fori.unate 
Europ(!aii friends and of the people of the Duars to havt; the altt'rnative route 
from Gairkata to Mainaguri aid Dhupguri and it will be a shorter ront«*to 
Barnes .Junction. My lionl, I innst reject both these aignmeiits at once. 
We are going to spend over two lakhs of ni|>«u;H for bnMging the .Jaldhaka 
near Dhupguri. A glance at the map of the district of Jal])aiguri will at 
once make the thing clear that we an* bridging tin* rivc*r just wdthiii a 
mile and a half from the Conch Behar iionndary. My Lord, thc.laldhaka nvor 
dcman'ates the boundary of the Mainaguri and Dhnpgnri thfinas and 
th(' ..Mainaguri and Falakata Tahsil. lVopb» going to Dhupguri thaiia 
and Falakata Tahsil and those going to tlu' Mainaguri thaua and ’iahsil 
ottice for business will not require the use of the bridge tlu'm. Then the 
people living a mile and a half to the south will not ca?’(' to go tljere, as they 
have absolutely no interest in the district of .Jalpaiguri, being residents of 
an independent Native State. Even if it be of any use them, my Lord, 
T will be the first person to oppose the expenditure of public money for the 
comfort of those people, when that money (san be more usefully spent. Then 
there nnnains the case of my P^uropean friends about whom f am dealing next. 
My Lord, the Gairkata-Natlioahat road, wiiich I am propf)Bing to be ineludod, 
if joined with Ramshahi Railway station, and if the river .Jaldhaka is bridged at 
the site proprjsed by Mr. P'innimore somewhere near Ramsiiahi and Ramshahi- 
Mainaguri road is metalled instead of the Jaldhaka-Mainaguri road, it will be 
of real benefit to my fortunate European friends as well. In the latter event, 
in case of ^ny breach in the Bengal-Duars Railway Eastern Extension from 
Chalsa to Madarihat, the Ramshahi station may be very conveniently used by 
the planters of the Diana-Tursa district. Your Excellency is aware that 
there was a breach this year in the Bengal-Dnars Railway owing to which 
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Coolie rice was soiling in the Diana-Tursa district at the rate of three seers a 
rupee. Some of the planters who were short of coal sutiered great inconve- 
nience. They could not send down their tea for sale in Calcutta, although 
tea was soiling at twelve annas a pound. All these inconveniences would be 
vemovoil if the said tea districjt were connected by a bridge and a metalled road 
with the Rainshahi station, which is only 10 mil es from Gairkata. From the 
point of view of distance between Gairkata and Mainaguri mA liamshahi and 
Dhupguri njspectively, a glance at the inaj) will show that the one through 
Rainshahi is shorter. On the other hand, in case of i^ny breach on the railway, 
my Lord, if t he present scheme of nnaalling and bridging the Gairkata-Dhupguri 
and Mainaguri roads is adhered to, thepi‘opleof Gairkata will have to come to 
Barnes Junction for their supplies, which is at a distance of about 20 miles. 
In these circumstances, my Lord, 1 believe I have made the casi' quite clear to 
your Excellency that the first sclunne mad(‘ by Mr. Finniniore and acct'pted by 
the Oovt^rnment and announced to have Ihhui so accepted and as unalterable 
in this (Council is a bettcu* one from all points of view. Now, whem J press 
for tlie metalling of the roads between Nathoidiat and Gairkata, I am simply 
demanding that your Excellenrty’s (Lwornmeiit should redeem the promise 
that has b(.*en made in this (^)uncil hall in 1913. 

When I move for tlio addition (»f th(» road from Natlioahat to Dhupguri, 
my Lord, I simply want a connection with a road which is already in the 
altered scheme. I believe if the Governmmit adhiuv to the altered scheme, 
it should only be fair that we Indian i)lanters should get a connection. My 
Lord, when I see Gairkata being connected on om‘ side with Dalgaon, on 
another with Binapri and thirdly with Bauarhat, which is again being 
connected with Haritalguri and ('Ihunabhati, 1 can fairly eJaim a north and srmth 
rfwid from Amliari to Natlioahat and connecting the same with tlie trunk road 
at Dhu))guri to connect the Indian teagardtms with tln^ trunk niad. My Lord, 
when the altered scheme was prepared, and if 1 was allowed a hearing and 
if it was not confidentially done, I could have given my vi(‘ws and helped in 
the framing of the seJiome to the advantage of all. My Lord, I have 
sufficiently dealt with the advantages and disaii vantages <)f the two 
8yst(uii8 of roads and I trust that I liave made it sufficiently clear that my 
demand is fair, eqiiitahh* and just. I hope, therefore, that your Excellency’s 
Govm-nment will impartially deal justice to all and grant the making of a road 
tliat will open out our part of tfie Duars. 

With thest* few words, my Lord. I commend this resolution to this 
CouiK'il for tlndr kind acceptaiiec*.” 

The Hoii’ble. Mr. GHAPLIN said 

“ My Lord, — My friend the llon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharraf 
liusain has raised several points in his speech on which 1 should like to 
say a few words. As regards bis proposals, I have no doubt that some of 
the roads he mentions Avould he very useful additions to the general scheme 
for the im])rovement of road comraunications in the Duars, but it was never 
olainH‘d that tlie seherne drawn up l>y the Public Works Department and 
District Officers, in consultation with the Duars Planters’ Association and 
other representatives of the planting interestsrinoluding the Indian planters, 
represented a full category of all the raads required. It was intended as a 
nucleus on which a more detailed .and |x*Tfect network of roads would in 
be built up. I have no recollection of a definite scheme having been 
(hanged after acceptance by Government. At the time the soheimt was 
drawn up, the llon’ble Maulvi Musharraf Husain and other Indian planters 
had ample opportunities of stating their opinions. Both he and most of them, 
moreover, are members of the Duars Planters’ Association, with as much 
rigiu as European members to attend the meetings and express their opinions, 
and they have always been welcome at these meetings. There was no 
distinction whatsoever between the Indian interests and those of the 
Eurofiean-owned gardens, and the Binaguri-Dal^on and Banachat roads, 
which he specially refers to, serve Indian estates just as well as European 
one^. There were many imporrant roads which it was not possible io include 
in the first general scheme and those were I4ft t6 the District Board 
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promamuao. Chief among the latteV was the Rangamati-Kalchiiii road 
whiohia the only outlet for a district representing a very much larger area 
of tea than that served by the r(^s proposed l)y the Mover of the resolution. 
I regret, therefore, that he should have made the mist.akon, and 1 think not 
very fair-supistion that the Indian planters’ interests were relatively 
neglected. .No doubt, in the light of after experience, it is possible to add to 
and even improve on. the original pn^rnnime, and in so far as it is possible 
to do BO without interfering with the other main roads scheduled. I hone 
Government will consider the Hon’ble Maulvi Musharraf Husain’s proposals 
sympathetically. Hut at the same time I think tliat if there are any surplus 
funds availaljle for the purpose, the extra gi-ants should lie impartially 
distributed where mist required, after consultation with the District Officers 
and the Planters’ A-ssociation. 

As regards the roads nieutioiied in the resolution liefore the Council 
I understand that tlie gist of the proposals and their main jKiiiit is that the 
i.ndgo over the .laid liaka river, vyhich the original scheme placed .at the 
point where the direct I )hupg(iri-Mainaguri roail crosses it, should he built 
instead at a point above 8 miles further up tlie river at Sakti Chat, below 
the confluenw of the Dhuria and Jaldhaka rivera and about two miles liclow 
Uamsliaiii , that the roads be lonstructed from Ainbari to Nattoa 
and tlieiice to Dliupgiiri, tap).ing Sakti Chat on the way ; 'tin d that the 
existing I oad ^ ironi Ciairkata to Nattoa bo inetallial, ’I'hi'Si* arc uinbifioiis 
proposals and involve the construction of about 30 miles of metalled roads • 
but 1 am anxious tiiat something may be done towards meeting the require- 
nieiits of tile locality referred to by my hon’ble friend, anil I hope, Iheri'fore, 
that, il (.1 overnnient consider his full proposals too costly for present coiisid" 
oration, they will accede to part of his request, by diverting the alignment 
of the Dlmpguri-Maiiiaguri road »aVi Sakti Chat and iiridgiiig the river there 
lustoad of on the direct routi', provide 1 the District Officers and the Planters’ 
Association apjirovo this. Tliis revised alignment, while costing comiiara- 
tively little more than tin* original scliemi'. niiglit be made to serve a double 
purpose, by creating an outlet for the roads oast of the Jaldhaka across that 
river to the Uamsliaiii station, Bengal-Duars Railway, which is the most 
important rcquireinont. and the larger question of the otlier metalled roads 
from Ambari and Cairkata could bo left for future consideration.” 

The Hon’blc Ms. HliA'l'SCN BULL said 

My Lord,— 1 cannot but think that it is somewhat unfortunate in several 
respects that this motion has been brought forward in this House. In the first 
place, it IS unfortunate that any racial question should have been introduced 
where no racial problem really exists. In the next place, from the point of 
view of all commnnitics in Jalpaiguri, it seems rather bad policy to draw promi- 
nent attention to the fact that Government has already spent eight lakhs of 
rupees and hopes, provided that funds are available, to spend another 12 or 
16 lakhs of rupees upon roads in Jalpaiguri at a time when so many urgent 
claims are befon the country, and when so many other district boaVds and 
municipalities are hungering for funds. A third reason why it is unfortunate 
that this question has been brought up hero is that most members of the 
Council feel themselves utterly unable to arrive at any docisi.m as to the 
merits of the question. If we had been discussing, lot us say, roads from 
^lidad to Utesiplioii or from Premszyl to Lemberg, or fiom Ozernowiiz to 
Chartorysk, and other jilaces with which wo are all familiar, 1 think the House 
might have been able to arrive at some conclusion : but most of the members 
Bittinjj here to-dy could not, I fear, make an affidavit as to the relative position 
of Mam^ri and Dhupguri. We are not the District Board of Jalpaiguri, nor 
are we the Flanters’ Association, and 1 feel certain that most members are 
aJready hopelessly fqgged. It would have been better that this motion should 
have been brought forward in the first instance at a meeting of the Planters’ 
Association m Jalpaiguri, where there are both Eurc^an and Indian members. 
The Association could have dischssed the matter thoroughly and then made a 
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ropr« 80 ntation to the Deputy Coramissioner, and through him to tho Commifi- 
sioiior and to Government. The matter would have betm dealt with in a 
businoHHliko way. 

The outline ot the history of this case is this. From the time of tlie 
Eastern Ikngal and Assam (:iovernmeiit proposals were on foot that if funds 
could be found, something should be done for the roads in the Duars. At 
that time tho cess income of tho District Board w^as something' in the 
neighbourhood of Rs. 80,000, a comparatively small income for a very largo 
district. Since tlien, as the House is aware. Government have presented to 
the District Board the entire, revcmue of the Public Works ccms and, moreover, 
in connection with the recmit settlement operations in .Talpaiguri, the cess 
demand has been revised, and 1 think I am not wrong in saying that instead 
of a cess income of Ks. 80,000, tho District Board has now ii cess income of 
something in the neigh bourliood of two lakhs. This only emidiasises what I 
have just said, that the re))reBentative8 of dalpaiguri should not have been so 
precipitate in drawing public attention to the subsidy which tk‘.y have been 
receiving, and aw going to receive, from Government. Anyhow, Govern- 
ment decided three years ago that, in the circumstances then existing, it was 
only reaaonabI(‘ that a Goveniment grant should be made towards the im- 
proveunent of roads in Jalpaiguri. A meeting was held at which Mr. Finni- 
more presided. Reprosentaive Euro])eana and Indians W(»re present, and a 
rough ])r(^ramme was drawn up. This mt^eting took place in December 1912 
and the procetHlings of the meeting were in due course laid bt^fore Govern- 
ment ; but this rough scheme drawn up in 1912 never received tlu^ for- 
mal approval of Government. As is the manner of Goveniment we 
receiv('d tho proposal and wc entered on a correspond on ct‘. It is entiredy a 
mipap])rt‘hension on the part of tho Hon’blo Klian Bahadur wh(m he 
a8H(3rts that in daimary 1913 a pledge was giv(ui in this HoiiS(* to the 
etft^ct that the rough seheiiH' drawn up in D(*cemb(‘r 1912 was unalter- 
able and irn^yooablo. Befon*. I came to this meeting I asked the Khan 
Bahadur to give iiie a reference to this allegcul pledge. He answered that he 
was relying on his memoiy and that he eouhl not refer mo to the exact words 
ustul by Government Avheii making this pledge. I had hoped that after this 
conversation my friend would have refrained from accusing Government of 
a broach of faith. ti(\ has persisted, however, in making this scu-ious cliarge. 
Well, I have before me the exact qm^stion which was put by the Hon’ble 
Baja of Kakina and the exact reply wjiicli was givcm by Government. Th (3 
Raja asked, ‘ Will Government be pl(*ased to state what actioir is under con- 
templation nr lik(dy to be taken to improve the feeder road communications in 
the Duars ami dalpaiguri districts, the present unsatisfactory stale of which 
is seriously fedt by the planting community and the Bengal Duars Railway 
as well as by the public, and the iusuflBciency of which is seriously checking the 
development of tho tea trade particularly, and others generally.-*’ Tli(3 answer 
was as follows : ‘ TJje question of the improvement of the road communications 
in tdie Duars is receiving tlie full consideration of Government and a 
cojdyrenco was ludd on 20th Doc^ember, 1912, at Jalpaiguri. at which tlie Chief 
Engineer oC the Ibmds and Building Branch, the local Civil and Public Works 
officers, and t.h(* following non-officials were presj^nt : Mr. A. W. C. Chaplin, 
Chairman, Duars Planters’ Association, (2) Rai Kalipada Banerji Bahadur,' 
Vice-tffiairmaii, District Board of Jalpaiguri, and (3) Maulvi Musharraf 
Husain. It was resolved at that conference that a good east and west road 
was required from Kumargram to Tetuliya vid Alipur, Falakata, Dliupguri, 
(lairkata, Rainshahi, Mainaguri and Jalpaiguri and a north ami south road 
from Rainshahi to Matelli, and that if these roads are constructed and 
maintained by Goveniment, the District lioard would maintain all the other 
roads. The District Board are preiiaring a scheme for the improvement ot 
these roads and will submit it to Government with an application for a Joan 
to carry out the scheme. Government are awaiting receipt of this scheme. 
As regards the two roads proposed to be constructed east to west and 
north to south, the Superintending Engineer of the Northern Circle has 
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already been asked to rej ort the rougli cost of iiietalliii|T and bridging? them, 
and the receipt of tlie information is awaited. On receipt of the District 
Board scheme and the information from the Supcrintendinir Enjgfini^or, further 
action will be taken as far as funds will permit. For the prestmt, a provision 
of two Inklis of rupees has been s(‘t aside for improvement to the Diiars 
roads in the Public Works l)(‘partment budget for next year. It is not 
proposed to reconstruct any old Military roa<l.’ 

I challenge my friend tlu* Khan Bahadur to say that thm-(^ is anything 
in this amounting to a plcnlge that tlu' rough scheme, wliich was drawn up in 
December 1912 was acct*pted by (rovernimmt as an irrevo(;able s(?heme. On 
the contrary, having received that sfdieme we asked for tln^ opinion of the 
District Board and th(\ opinion of the Superintending Engineer. In due 
course these opinions were re<Joived, and we received a letter from Mr. French, 
the Commissioner of the Division, on the 1st March 19K1. 

1 shall rc^ad this letter to the House : — 

‘With reference to your telegram, dated the 26th February, on the subject 
of the Jalpaigurl District Boanl scheme for Duars roads, I have the honour 
to forward herewith a note drawn up by the Dciputy (^commissioner, 
Jalpaiguri, with two illustrative sketch maps. 

‘ I have diseuHsed the sclnmie with Mr. Milligan. It diflFers very 
materially from that juit forward at the confenmec* tndd at Jalpaiguri on tlie 
20th December, but it appears to mc' to be prehwaldt^ Jalpaigurl and Alipur 
are the two main outlets for the trade of tin* Duars, and I think that the 
main road systems should convergt^ on those j)(»ints. 

‘ It will In* noticed that the roads wliich it is proprised should In* made 
provincial are confined to tin* Western Duars. This tract has special claims 
to liberal treatment at tlie hands of (lovermnent. If is a submontane tract 
and is intersectc*.!! by numerous rivers from the bills wbicltmake it specially 
difficult and costly to maintain communicatirms throughout the year. At the 
saiiu* time it is evim mon^ (*sseiitial for tin*, tea industry that the roads sliould 
be kept open during the rainy season than in the cold weather. TJie whole 
tract is (loveninn'iit property which is becoming yi‘ar by year mon^ valuable 
and wliich is rapidly d(‘.vel oping. What Is munled more than anything at the 
present tim(H.o assist in tin’s developnn*.nt is improvimimr of communica- 
tions.’ 

Mr French forwar^le.d a note, from Mr. Milligan in which the revised 
scliomcj was discusse I in di3tail and a list, of 19 roads was •drawn up. I need 
not read the whole of Mr. Milligan’s iioti*., but I shall be glad to show it to 
the Khan Bahadur if he so desires. I will only quote the opening para- 
graph : — 

‘ I have had a full and final discussioii of this (luestion with tlni 
Hon’ble Mr. Chaplin, and other representative plan! ers, and am now in a 
position to lay before Government in a complete form the suggestions which 
the district has to make as to the most useful method of applying the funds 
which may b(^ allotted to road construction in Jalj^aiguri district.’ 

It was on this note of Mr. Milligan and this htter of Mr. French that the 
final scheme was drawn up and ultimately sanctioned ; tho letter of sanidion 
was issued in January. 1914. From tliat time to this there has been no 
change whatever in the programme, and 1 think it would bo most unfortunate 
if we sitting here, with our admittedly imperfect knowledge of the district, 
were to begin pulling to pieces a scheme which was arrived at after so much 
discussion and was scut up to Government over tho name of Mr. Milligan, 
whose knowledge of tho district is absolutely unrivalled and who is an intimati* 
friend of everyone in the district, European and Indian alike. On any matter 
concerning Jalpaigurl most people would be content to be wrong in company 
with Mr. Miligan. Anyhow, Mr. Milligan’s scheme has held the field from 
March 1913 till to-day. So late as the last Budget debate in April, 1915, the 



12 R$»chUion. [12th JiNUAimr, 

{Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharaff Hwain.’\ 

Khan Bahadur spoke on the subject of this scheme of roads, and, strange as 
it may sccjm, at that time he did not breathe a word regarding the roads 
which he now puts forward as ossontial, namely, the three roads which 
branch out, like Mahadeos trident, from Nathoahat to Arabarihat, to 
Gairkatahat and to Dhupguri. When my friend the Khan Bahadur spoke 
on tins very subject in April last, what he said was this 

* I beg to thank your Excellency’s Government heartily for expending 
a good amount for tlie improvement of tln^ Duars roads. 1 have been 
impressing upon your Excellency’s Government for the last two years that 
the two systems of roads — one leading to Jalpaiguri and the other to 
Alipur — should be linked together for the improvement of ij;itor-di8trict 
communication. I personally explained this to the Hon’ble Mr. Green and 
pointed out to him that it was very easy to do so by extending the Dalgaon- 
Lankaparn road up to the edgei of the river Tursha and the Rajabhatkhawa- 
tloygaon road to the other bank of the river and keeping a good' ferry across 
the river till the Public Works Dopartirient would think it opportune for 
bridging it. The cost in doing so will, I believi^, be very small indeed, and 
I hope the Government would kindly accept this suggestion.’ 

Then! is not a word about the roads on the trident. I must makf! it quite 
clear that, if those three roads are taken up by (Toveriiment, it can only Iwdone 
by removing some othfer roads from Mr, Milligan’s sclnune. Obviously, this 
proposal cannot be consiiiored by Governmoiit except on a strong representation 
from the local bodies which are iniiiHHliately concerneil. TlnjreCore while Gov- 
ernment have every sympathy with the Khan Bahadur’s desire to have these 
three roads put in goal order, J would ask him not to press the motion here, 
but to bring it up l)(>foro tlie District Board and the Planters’ Association, in 
both of which bodies ho is an influential moinber. 

With tliese few words I would ask the Khan Bahadur not to press his 
motion.” 

The Hon’ble KHAN BAilADUU MADLVI MU8HARAFF HUSAIN said .— 

“My Lord, — After what has been said by our respected friend the Ilon’blo 
Mr. Beatson Bell, 1 think it my duty to withdraw my motion for tlie present ; 
but before doing so, I must say a few words in reply to some of the remarks 
that ho has made in his speech, and I have also to reply to the Hon’ble 
Mr, Chaplin regarding some of the remarks that he has made. Mr. Chaplin 
first of all has i:ointed out that there are other reads more important than 
those wliicli I have mentioned which ought to get greater prominence. He 
mentioned tlie Rangamati-K hale h ini road. If I remeiiiher right, tin's road 
is being metalled every year by two miles and Mr. ('haplin probably wants 
to get it finished soon and that is the reason why he brings that road into 
prominence. So far as that road is concerned, it is receiving proper 
attention from the District Board. The roads for which 1 idead get very little 
help from the District Boanl. I think for a length of L3 miles we do not 
get more than Rs. 3()0 for their inaintenance ; on the other hand, my friend 
is getting Rs. 15^000 annually for this Raugauiati-Khalohini road, which is 
also a distance of 13 miles. This, I think, meets the remarks made by 
Mr. Chaplin. 

In re[)ly to the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell’s remarks about the introduction 
of racial quostibns in such a matter, I must say that I would have been the 
last person to introduce it if Mr. Chaplin were present at Jalpaiguri as 
President of the Duars Planters’ Association as we worked with him most 
amicably for a long time. Unfortunately Mr. Chaplin is an absentee member 
now, hence this question has arisen. We are all very grateful to Mr. Chaplin 
for his impartial attitude to us. 

So far ns -the question of a pledge is concerned, I do not know 
what my Hon’ble friend Mr. Beatson Bell means by it. The reply the 
Hon’ble Member has read to ua at least led us to believe that the 
scheme that was drawn up by Mr. Finnimore* was adopted by Govern* 
ment. In that scheme and in the reply your Lordship will find that 
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there is a roforonoc to the Uuiiishahi-Gairkata road, hut that iian Ixhui 
omitted from the list. If that road had been looked after by the Puhlie 
Works Department, there would have been no necessity to move a resolution 
hero at all. When Mr. French sent a letter to this Government ho himself 
admitted that the scheme that had been submitted subsequently by the 
Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Milligan, materially diftered from the one that was 
originally made. This, my Lord, clearly shows that Mr. French also 
understood that there was a ditFerenoe. The Hon Tie Mr. Ileatson Bell made 
a reference to my speech at the last budget and said that 1 did not make any 
mention of these roads in my speech. 1 do not, however, find that tht^re is 
anything contradictoiy in ideas. AVhat Oovernineut aiv doing for the other 
roads in the Duars 1 have nothing to say. What I want to press for is that 
Government should consiiierour pro]) 08 als as well. However, as my hon’ble. 
friend Mr. Reatson Boll says that this proposal should come through the 
District Officer and the Divisional Commissioner, with your fiJxcelhmcy’s 
permission I beg to withdraw iiiy resolution.” 

The Resolution was then by leave of the President witlulraw'u. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned to Monday, the 6th March, 1916. at 
11 A.M 


A. M. HUTCHISON. 


Calcutta ; 


tiecy. to the GovL of Bengal a}id 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council ( Offg), 


The 14th January, 


B. 8. PrtM— 26-1.1916— snoij— 360— C. A. P. 




Ahstraet of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assetnbUd 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915 . 


The Council mot in tho Council Oliambor in Govorninent House on 
Monday, the 6th March, 1916, at 11 a.m. 

PPMent : 

His Excellency the Hiarht Hon’hio Thomas David, Hakon Cakmiouael 
OF Skihling, G.r.i.K., K.r.M.G., Governor of the Presideneg of Fort 
William in Bengal, presiding. 

Tli(» llon’hlc Mu. V. C. Lyon, (\s.i., Vice- President. 

Tin' Hon’hle Nawah vSyei) Shams-ul-Hiida. 

The Ilon’hle Mr. N. D. H?:a'1’son Dell, (m.k. 

Tli(‘ Hen’l>l(^ (JoL. W. li. Edwards, e.n., (\m.g. 

T1j<' H()n’l)l(» Mr. F. ,I. Monahan. 

Tlie Hon’hle Mr. .1. Lang. 

Tli(' ll()n’l)le Mr. »I. II. Kerr, (m.e. 

T1j(‘ Ilon’hle Mr. K. (h I)e, (m.e. 

The Ihm’hle Mr. .1. Donai.d. 

The Hnn’bl*' Mr. L. H IRLEY. (M.E. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. H, Gree.n. 

The Hon’hle Mr. C. 11. Domras. 

The Hoirhl(‘ Mr. W. W. Hornell. 

The Ilon’hle Mr. C. F. Payne. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. D. H. Panton. 

Tb() Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Dahadiir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. J. Hilary. 

The Hon’blo Sir Satyendra Pkasanna Sjnha. Kt. 

The Hon’ble Dr, Nilratan Sarkar. 

The Hon’bl(3 Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.t.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Byomkks Uhakravarti. 
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[6th March, 

Tlie Ilon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, k.c.s.i., k.c.t.e!, i.o.m., 
Maharajadliiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Tho Hoii’hle Baja Sirosiii Kanta Achakyya Chaudhiiri Bahadur. 

* Tho Hon^lo Dr. Deba Pkabad Sarbadhikari, c.i.e. 

The Hou’hlo Babu Ramtaran Banerji. 

Tho Hon’hle Rai Radha Charan Pal JiAHADUR 
Th(i llon’hle Mr. K. H. Bray. 

Tho Hon’hle Mr. W. T. Grice. 

TIh^ Hon’hle Mr. E. A. Martin. 

Tho Hon’l)le Mr. A. W. 0 . Chaplin. 

Tho Hon’l)lo Mr. Oolam Hohsein Oaksim Ariff. 

Tho Ilon’hlo Maulvi Maziiauul Anwar Ghaudhuri. 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhiiarraf Huhsain. 

TIk^ Iloii’hle Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-1Iaq. 

Tho Hon’hlo Maharaja Ranajit Sinha of Nashipur. 

The Hoti’blo Rai Nalinakhha Bahu Bahadur. 

Tho Hon’hlo Raja Mahendra Ranjan Ray Ghaudhuri. 

Tho Ilon’blo Nawab Saiyid Naw^ab Ali Ghaudhuri, Khan Bahadur. 

Tho llon’hio Rai Prahanna Kumar Ray Bahadur. 

Tho Hon’blo Babu Surendra Nath Banerji. 

Tho Hon’blo Bimi Soresdba Nath Ray. 

riio Hon’blo Babu Mahendka Nath Ray, c.i.k. 

Tho Hon’blo Rai Haih Mohan Ghandka Bahadur. 

The Hon’blo Ghaudhuri Muhammad Ismaiu Khan. 

The Hon’blo Babu ITrendra Lau Ray. 
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J/r. Martin ; Nawah Saiyid IL IL ChaUfihuri ; Mr, Birley. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. I. 


OATH OK AFFIRMATION OF ALLKOIANC^K 


The Hon’ble Ml*. K. A. MARTIN niadi* an oath or affirmation of his 
allegiance to the (Jrowii. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

By the Hon’hl.‘ NAWAIJ SAIYID llOSSAM llAIDKR (^HAUDHURl, 
KHAN BAHADUR 

^ jk, [a) Will the (liovornnient Ik' | l(*ascd to state whether it is a fact n 
that largi‘ numbers of cattle have p(*rished by tiood tluring the year 1915, and 
that in the flooded districts tlie cultivators are finding it difficult to till tin* 
soil owing to a scarcity of catth^ ? 

[h) If 80, are tin* Oovernmeut taking any action with a view to assist 
the cultivators in this uiatt(*r V 


The Ilonb’h^ Mu. BIRLEV replied 

{a) Govto-nnnmt are aware that tlie flo(Hls of 1915 weri‘, att(mded by 
the loss of cattle particularly in the Kishoreganj subdivision of the Mymensingh 
district. Complaints have Ijeen made to the local officers that for want of 
cattle raiyats in parts of Kishoreganj subdivision had difficulty in cultivating 
their land. 

(b) The local officers are fully aware of the imix)rtance of affording 
facilities for purchasing cattle whpre such loss has occurred : the Commis- 
sioner of Dacca visited the affected area in Kishoreganj subdivision in January 
and allotted Rs. 45,000 for loans which are intended principally for the 
purchase of cattle and seed. 

By the Hon’ble NAWAB SAIYID HOSSAM HAIDER OHAUDHURl, 

KHAN BAHADUR 

*2. (a) Is it a fact that no grant is given l)y a co-operativo cnjdit bank ^ 

unless fifteen persons apply in a body for tlu^ grant? ^ 

(6) Is it also a fact that oacli of tlnw, persons is luJd severally lial>l(t for 
the whole loan ? 

(c) If the answers to clauses (a) and (i) aro in the affirinativo, will the 
Governnien't be pleased to say whether they are considering the desirability 
of modifying the conditions under which these loans arc granted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIRLEY replied . 

fa) No. The by-laws of Co-operative Credit Societies make -provision 
/or sureties : in some cases one surety is required and in no case' are more 
than three sureties required. 

(6) Sjireties are jointly and severally liable for the loans for which they 
give securify. •’ 

(e) The question does not arise. 
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Questions and Answers, 


[6th March, 


Nawab Haiyid IL H. Chaudhuri ; Mr, De ; Mifiaraj.i Sana jit Sinha. 

By tho Hoii’ble NAWAB SAIYID HU88AM HAIDER GHAUDHURl, 
KHAN BAHADUR:— 

AffiJiatiou of * 3. (a) Will the Government he pleased to stati? the number of high, 

high EngliBh Englieh Hchools in mufassal districts in the Presidency oL’ Bengal which have 

■ dSS;" 

» '(i’) Has any cast) occurred when^ a non-atHliat(d institution has failed 

to meet tlie requirements of the University througli want of funds ? 

(c) If so, are the Government considering the advisability of helping 
Hucli institutions with suppleimmtary grants ? 

The Hon’bleMK. DKrepliel:— 

“frt) There are 99 sucli institutions in mufassal districts in the 
I’residency of Bengal which have not been affiliated. 

(6) Want of funds has in certain cases been put forward as a reason 
for not meeting the requirements of the University. 

{c) Government consider that the comparatively small amount of 
money which is available for graiits-in-aid is better spent as a general rule 
on High English Schools which have already been recognised by the University 
than on those which have been unable to secure such recognition.” 

By the. Bon’blu MAHARAJA UANAJJT SJNHA of Nasliipur 

Plague in 13ir- *4. {(i) Arc tiu* Govnrnuioiit awaiv that there li.Tve been several seizures 

and deaths from plague at Saiiithia in the district of Birblium ? 

(6) If so, will the Government pleased to stale what steps they arc 
taking to prevent the disease from spreading to the neighbtairing villages and 
railway stations ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. DE ivjJied 

“ (a) An outl)rt‘ak of ])lagm' occurred at Sainthia in the district of 
Birbhum in January, 1916. There were 26 seizures and 19 deaths from 
plague up to the 5th February. There were no cases after this date till the 
26th February, when 1 seizure was reported, which ended fatally. 

(b) Prompt action was taken by the local authorities with the co-operation 
of local gentlemen for disinfection and for the removal of rats. A medical 
officer with special experience was deputed, and every facility given for 
inoculation. The bi-weekly hdt at Sainthia was suspended, and arrangements 
made to hold the hdt in an open space outside the village. Precautions were 
taken by the East Indian Railway with regard to the storing of grain.” 

By the llon’blc MAHARAJA RANAJIT SIN HA of Nashipur : — 

Malaria in Hir- * 5. {a) Is it a fact that Suri and other adjacent villages in Birbhum, 

formerly one of the healthiest districts in Bengal, have recently become 
malarious ? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what steps they are 
taking for combating malaria in those villages ? « 

The Hon’ble Mu. DE replied : — 

“(tt) The town of Suri and its neighbourhood appear to have been'* 
relatively free from malaria until the year 1872 or 1873. Since that date 
the disease has been prevalent in this locality with frequent variations in its 
force and the extent of the area affected. 

(b) Special medical officers have been deputed to the district of Birbhum 
for anti-malarial work during the last two years. During the current 
financial year a special grant of Rs. 25,000 has been made to the Birbhum 
District &)ard for anti-malarial measures, and of Rs. 500 to the Suri 
Municipality for the free distribution of quinine.’^ 
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Maharaja Banajit Sinha: Mr. De : Bnhu U. L. Bat/: ^fr. (ireen. 

By thu Hon’l»lo MAHARAJxV UANA.IIT SINHA of Nasliipur 

*6. (a) Is it a filer that th^ Waterworks Solionm for the Suri Muiiiei- WatorworkB 

pality has i»een submitted to and approved by the (loveniiinuil ? ’ for Suri. 

(i) If so, will the (loveninient be pleased to stat(* when the worh in 
connection with tlu' seheiiH* is likely to bi‘ commeneed ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. 1)K replied : — 

‘•(rr) The Waterworivs Scluuiu' of th(‘ Suri Munieipalily has reetuvinl 
the administrative approval of Government. 

(6) It is not yet known when funds will be available to enable the work 
to be commenced.” 

By the Hon’ble BABU UPKNDIIA LAL KAY 

• 7. (^/) Will the Gov(‘riinient be ideaseil to state whether tluu-e lias The eadma 

been any variation in tl^(^ depth of tln^ water of the rivi^r Padina in reeiuit over, 
years, and, if so, what is the hifflnist tigun^ oi)tainal>h‘ Indicating t in' (h»plh ? 

{h) Is it a fact tliat the course of tho river Padina lias betm diverti‘d 
through other smaller elianinds since tht^ construction of thi' llardinge IJridge 
and that whih* the sinallt*r channels ari‘ widening, tlu‘ main river is silting 
up? 

(c) Will tho Government lie pleasc^l to static whetluT any inf|uirI(‘H are in 
contemplation with a view to ascertain whether tho river-borm^ trailic and the 
passeng(‘r steanun* communication are being or are likely to alVeetiMl by the 
irn‘giilar course of the Padma riven* ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mu. GKEKN replied 

“ (ri.) TlnMpiestion is soimnvhat imlefiiiih* but it is presumed that tlie 
Hon’ble Member refers to the flood levels of the river Padma ; the Iiigh flood 
levels at Rampore Boalia and Goalundo are given in the subjoined schedule 
for the past 10 years (Statements A and B), which show no abnormal 
fluctuations. 

(6) During the past few vears the river Gorai has become larger and the 
volume of water flowing into that river from the Padina has increased. It has 
not, however, been found that in consequence thereof the main river has silted 
up. 

(c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to (b) above. It 
is not the intention of Government to prosecute any inquiries on this subject.” 

Statement A referred to htj the Hon’bi.r Mr. Grbkn in his Anutner to (^stion 
No. 7 [starred) asked Me Hon’ble Babu Uckndka Lal Kay at the 
Council Meeting of the 6th March^ 1916. 

Highest reading of the river Ganges at Ram /mr- Boalia tor each of the 
ten years ending 1916. ^ 

Height over zero of gauge. 

1906 ... 26-3() on 25th August. ^ 

19 )7 ... 22'05 on 26th August. 

1908 ... 23*45 on 10th September. 

190!> ... 22*65 on 8th Soptomber. 

1910 ... 24*60 on 2lHt— 24th August. 

1911 ... 24*50 on 20th September. 

1912 ... 21*90 on 25th August. 

Zero of gauge 1913 ... 22*50 on 16tli August. 

=i 42*00. 

1914 ... 23 To on Ist and 2nd September. 

1915 ... 24*00 on 8th and 9th September, 1915. 

Highest reading recqrded.is 69*25 on 26th August, 1879. 



20 


[6th Makch, 


QiAestions and Answers. 

Mr. Green; Bahu U. L. Ray. 

Statement B referred to hy the Hon*bi-.k Mr. Green in his Ansioer to Question 
Ho. 7 [starred) asked hy the Hon’ble Babu Upendra Lal Ray at the 
, Council Meeting of the 6th March^ 

HigheBt gauge-readinjjs of the river Ganges at Goalundo for each of the 
ten years ending 1915. 


Zero of gauge is at 
mean sea-level. 


Height over zero of gauge. 
lfM)6 ... 5575 on 28th August. 

1907 ... 23*08 on 14th — 15th August. 

1908 ... 22*83 on 12th September. 

1909 ... 22*1 7 on 20th— 23rd August. 

1910 ... 24*33 on 7th August. 

1911 ... 23*17 on 29th August. 

1912 ... 22*33 on 28th — 30th August. 


1913 

1914 

1915 


I 22*33 on 3()th June. 

21*00 on 18th July. 

... 23*00 on 4th and 6th Seiiteinher. 
... 25*75 on 14th September. 


Highest recorded reading 25*75 on 28th August, 1906, and 14th Sep- 
tember, 1915. 


By the Hon’ble BABU UPENDRA LAL RAY 


Strengthening of 
the Gumti embank- 
ment!. 


• 8. Will the Government be pleased to state what action, if any, has 
been taken or is being taken with a view to strengthen the Gumti embank- 
ments in the Tipperadistrict in order to avoid th(‘ recurrence of calamities 
similar to those exp(‘ri<mced during the last rains ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. GREEN replied : — 

“The Gumti embankments lying within the zainindari of the Raja of 
Hill Tippera have been examined by the Superintending Engineer, Eastern 
Circle, wno has reported on the repairs which are necessary. The Collector of 
the district of Tippera has been requested to see that the necessary repairs are 
carried out by the authorities in due course before the flood season of the 
next year. The general question of the maintenance of these embankments 
has been receiving the attention of Government, and it is hoped that a final 
decision in this matter will soon be arrived at.” 


By the llou’ble BABU UPENDRA LAL RAY 

Sale notices of ^ («) Are thc Govcmmcmt aware that sale notices of the Civil Courts, 

CHvil Courts. in many districts of Bengal, are now published in local newspapers under the 
orders of the Courts and that the payment of the costs of such publication 
has to be met by the decree-holders ? 

(i) Are the Government aware that when objections are raised on the 
point of want of due publicity, tlie fact of the publication of such notices in 
the newspapers is not regarded as sufficient ? 

‘ (c) Are the Government also aware that in several such cases the sales 
are eventunlly set aside upon that objection ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they contemplate 
making uniform rules for all districts under which the compulsory publication 
of sale notices in newspapers may be held to meet the requirements of the 
law? 
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The Hon’ble Mk. KERR replied : — 

“(a) Yes. 

(h) & (c) Government have DO information. 

(d) The matter is regulated by Order XXI, rule 67 (2\ in the First 
Schedule of the Code of Civil Procedure and by rules made by the High Court 
under the authority vested in them by 8ection"l22 of the Code. Government 
are therefore unable to take the action suggested.” 

By the Hon’ble RAI RADHA CUARAN PAL BAHaHUR 

* JO. (a) Will the Government be pleaHed to state wlietlier they are 
considering the claims of Bhangiiria as being the most convenient site for the * 
proposed subdivision wliicli is to be created in the Pal)na district ? 

(i) Is it a fact that Blianguria is 21 miles from the sadar subdivision of 
Pabna, 28 miles from Sirajganj. the only existing subdivision, find 22 miles 
from the borders of the Rajslialii Division ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that Hera, Ullapar'a and Shalizadpur are all much 
nearer to yirajgaiij than Blianguria ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have received 
a representation from the people of Blianguria praying that Blianguria be 
selected for the site, and, if so. wliat decision (if any; lias binm arrived at on 
that repri'sentation ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. KERR replied 

(a) and [d) (Tovernment have recently receiviMl two petitions asking 
that Blianguria should lie selected as the headquarters of the new sub- 
division. These petitions have been referred to the local officers for report. 
No proposal to make Blianguria the headcpiarters of a sululivision has been 
received from any other quarter. 

(i) From the map, it would appear that by roiid Bhanguria is about 27 
miles from Pabna and 28 miles from Sirajganj. It is about 24 miles in a 
direct line from the eastern border of tho Rajshahi Division. 

(c) It is a fact that Ullapara and Shalizadpur are iiearcu*- to Sirajganj 
than is Blianguria ; but Bora is further from Sirajganj than Blianguria.” 

By the Hoii'ble Mk. BYOMKES CHAKRA VARTI 

* 11. . Will tlie Government be pleast’id to state — 

{(i) how tho execution of the Magrahat drainage scheme has affected — 

(0 the health of the locality ; and 

Ui) the agricultural prospects therein? 

(i) whether any other scheme has either been undertaken or is under 
contemplation in pursuance of the provisions of the Bengal Sanitary Drainage 
Act, 1895 (Bengal Act VITI of 1895) ? 

The Hon’ble Mk. DE replied : — 

(a) The Magrah&t Drainage Scheme has only recently been brought 
to completion ; and the final wiport has not yet been received by Government. 
The greater part of the scheme was completed in the year 1909, including 
the Diamond Harbour sluice which was opened in June of that year. A 
comparison of the death-rates from fever and other causes and of attendance 
at dispensaries, in various parts qf the Diamond Harbour subdivision, before 
and after the opening of the sluiccj^ leaves no doubt that a marked relief fro^'» 
fever was at once effected over a wide area. 


Fropoied aiib 
li\iMOD in PiboA. 


Magiab&t draii 
age ficheme. 



Mortality^ du(j 
3 malarial causeK. 


22 Questions and Answers. [6th March, 

Mr. Ckakravarti ; Mr. De; Bahu S. N. Banerji; Mr. Kerr. 

The whole of the area drained by the Magrahat Scheme, about 295 
s(|iiare miles, is now under cultivation, and the sluices are reported 
ro work well for the purpose both of irrigation and drainage. The 
area of swamp and land which produced no crop before is estimated to have 
been about 100 square miles. On the opening of the Diamond Harbour 
sluice this are^ produced in the same agricultural year a crop valued at 
Rs. 38,40,000, or approximately twice the whole cost of the scheme. 

{b) The scheme for the drainage of the Araoanch basin, forwarded by the 
District Board of the 24-Parganas, is at present under the consideration of 
Government.*’ 


By the Iloii’ble Mu. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI 

* 12. Will the Government lK*pl(‘aseJ to state tlieper 'eiitage of mortality 
due, either directly (jr indirectly, to malarial causes out of tlie total shown 
under the heading “Fever” in the reports of tlie Sanitary Commissioner of 
Ihmgal in the years 1913 and 1914 ? 


The Jlon’hle Mu. DE replie«l 

“ Stiparate statistics for malarial fe-ver arc ' not available, the 
mortality for malarial fever being included in the statistics shown under tlie 
heading * Fever.’ ” 


By th(j Hon’hle BABU SUllENDUA NATH BANERJI 


* 18. (a) Are the Government aware tiiat th 

“ Nfu 163 . — III piir'iimnc’e of Uulo 2 {Hi) of tho Dofenuo of 
(CoiiMoUdiitioti) UiiloH, jiiiblisliod witii tli6 Xotiticntion of tiio 
Uovermociit of India in tlir Lopdativo Dopartmout, No. H(i, dated 
tlio lull U'l'oinlior, lllf), tliv (lOVoriior-UiMiciai in Counoil in jdausod 
to duolaru tlmt tlio arouH datinod in tbo Holiodiijo lioroto uiinexod aliall 
lio def«n<l«d liarl'our;* for tiu* |iiir|)oi-o of tlu* aaid nikH. 

Dofondoil 11 arbour, Aroa 

Calcutta 

The area coiiiprisi'd ^\itb^^ tlie follouin^ buundarioH ; — 

On the east — Tlio ri^ht bank of tlie rfwr.s Udiinauiral and 
lulu'iilianiati from the hou till the northern bouudar^ im reaebud. 

On the north — An oast and west line niniiiiif^ throiijrli Ibirrackpore 
Railway Station. 

On (Ac tr«it -'A'' mirth and Houtb line iiiiinitii; tlirou^li Baguaii 
Station on tbo Ben|^ubNug|>ur Uailwu}. 

Om the amdA— Tin* lini t of territorial watera in the Bay of Bengal. 

With un tidditiiinal portion to the liO''tli of tlio ubuvu northern 
boundary ooiiHisting of a strip two miles in width from oueh bank of 
tlie river Hooglily from the iiortlicrn iNiiindury to a point 2 miles 
iiortli Ilf the Naibati liridgo over tin* Houglily river.” 


e Notification, set fortli in 
the margin, whicli was 
piiblish(‘d in tht^ Calcutta 
(razette of the 16th 
February, 1916, has 
ori\Tt(Ml a goiuM*al feeling 
of uneasiiK'SH among the 
people of (’aleiitta and 
its iieighbourlujod ? 

(i)Will the Gov- 
ernment be pleased to 
lay on tlie tal)le a state- 
ment explaining the 
situation and the real 
purport which has neces- 
sitated the issue of this 
Notification ? 


The Ilon’hle Mu. KERR replied 

“ A copy of the Communique which lias been issued on the subject is 
laid on rln^ table. 

% 

Communitjui rejerred to in the anstrer hj ike Uon’bi.k Mu. Kerr to Question 
No. IS [starred) asked hji the Hon’ble Babii Suuendra Nath Baner-ii at 
the Council Meeting oj the 6th March 1916. 

W'ith reference to the delinition of ' Defended llavhoiir of Calcutta,’ 
published with the Army Department Notification No. 168, dated 11th 
February, 1916, whicli has excited a certain amount of comment in the Press, 
it will be observed that it is iiierelv consistent with similar action, taken in 
respect of Aden, Karachi, Boml>ay, Madras, Rangoon ami Port Blair. Under 
the Defence of India Rules, published with the Notification No. 86, dated 
9th December, 1915 ‘ defended harbour ’ lAeans any area declared by notifi- 
cation to be such for the purpose of those Rules, The only rule, so far framed 
with special reference to a defended harbour, is.rule 19 which prohibits the 



1916.J ' {Questions and Ansmrs, 33 

Supplementary Question; Bahu S, N. Banerji: Mr. Kerr ; liaja M. It. Ray 

ChaudhurL 


photographing of naval and military works or dock and harbour works ; and 
sinco works of military' importanet* may lie within some distance of the 
harbour proper in its n'strieted sense, it is necessary that tlie definition of a 
defended harbour should be widely drawn. The rub' and definition are 
merely matters of ordinary military pn‘caution. consequent upon exist- 
ence of a state of war. 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION. 

TheHon’blc HAIUI ISURENDRA NATH BANKIMI asked the follow- 
ing supplementary question : — 

An* the Government considering the desirability ol’ giving a public 
assurances that there is really no cause for anxiety in tlie jmblic mind ? ” 

The Hon’blo Mu. KERR replied : — 

“ The matter is entin'ly in tin* hands of the Government of India. Thi' 
Local Govcrnmc'nt have no knowledge that any further action is contem- 
plated.” 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

By the Hon’blo RAJA MAIIENDRA RANJAN RAY (JIIAUDHURI 

L Will the Gpvernment be pleased t(» state what steps (if any) have been 
taken to give effect to tin' Ri‘solutions on Industrial Go-o]M‘rativ(' Societies 
and Loans, Agricultural and Dairy Farms and Fruit (hdture. moved l)y me 
and accepted with slight modifications by Gov(*rnment at th(^ mec^ting of this 
Council held on the 2nd March, 1916? 

The following answer by the Hon’bh' Mu. BIRLEY was laid on the table : — 

First part of question. 


rile (pU‘stl()lj relates to separate re.Nobltiniis wilieli \\t*n‘ moved Oh 

Marcli 2nd, 1915, by the llon’ble Member and were accepted. The first of 
these resolutions was as follows : — * This Council ivcomineiids to the (Governor 
m Council that stejis be taken for the establishment, on a sound financial basis, 
ol industrial Co-operative Soeit*ties in the \arious districts of the Presidency.’ 

The steps which have been taken to give efi’ect to this Resolution are as 
1(»llows : — 


(1) Weavers Societies.— Aj\ Inspector of Weaving {Societies was 
appointed in October 1915. There are now 17 Weavers’ 
Societies in the districts of Faridpur, Midnapore, Dacca, 
Hooghly, Murshidabad, Birbhum and Pabna as compared with 
11 in existence in March 1915. Weavers’ Societies purchase 
yarn lor distribution amongst members and assist the members 
in the disposal of finished products. 

(i?) A Co-operative Sugar Factory which was opened in Faridpur 
district in 1914 was worked with success in the year 1915. 

{3) hishermen's Societies . — The Registrar of Co-operative Societies 
and the Deputy Director of Fisheries have investigated the 
prospects . of C’o-operative Societies of fishermen and four 
Fishermen’s Societies have been started. 

(4) A society of shoemakers has recently Ix^en started in Rampurhat 
and a swiety of carpenters and banglemakers in the subdivision 
of Jangipur. In Pabna a society of oilmen has been organized. 

Second part of question. 


1 question relates to the following portion of another resolution mov 

by the Hon ble Member and accepted by Government, viz.:— This Count 
recommends to the Governor in Council that further steps be taken f 
encouraging the educated youths of this Presidency to take up agricultui 
farming, dairy farming, fruit farming and fruit preserving as their professii 


ItHiiiMirial ( 
o)H>rativv Sooiati 
A^iculhiral loa 



Improvement of 
sattlo and proviBiun 
it panture lundn. 


Labour in Dai- 
lecling and tlic 
.)uarB. 


Relations 
letween zaiiiindarB 
.nd tonantB. 
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The steps which have been taken to give effect to this resolution are as 
follow’s : — 

(1) Agricultural farviing. — A scheme for the establishment of classes 
at the Dacca Farm for instruction in agriculture for the sons of 
zamindars and others w^as circulated for the opinion of the 
leading Associations : the scheme did not receive much support 
except from the East Bengal Landholders’ Association. The 
cost of the scheme is being workt^d out in detail, but it is unlikely, 
that funds will be available under present financial conditions. 

(^) Dairy farming. — At the Rangpur Cattle Farm a record is kept of 
the milk-yields of various kinds of indigenous cows with a view 
to establishing the best tyjie. Besides aiming at improving the 
breed of indigenous cattle, the farm seeks to demonstrate the 
possibilities of mixed farming and to prove to educated young 
men that dairy farming can be conducted at a profit. 

{3) Fruit farming and fruit 'preserving. — The Agricultural Depart- 
ment is now (mgaged on a survey of local fruits. It is hoped to 
follow u[) the survey by the establishment of orchards at 
Agricultural stations. EducaU^d young men will then have an 
object lesson whicli they can follow.” 

By the Hon’blo UAJA MAHKNDKA RANJAN RAY CHAUDHURl 

II. Will the Govnrnmeiit be pleased to state what measures are being 
taken for the improvoment of cattle and for the provision of pasture lauds in 
each district of the Presidency ? 

The following anHW(n- l)y the Hoii’bh* Ma. BIRLEY was laid on the table ■ 

“ The following measures are being taken by Goviummeut for the 
improvement of cattle : — 

(1) At the Rangpur Farm a herd of cattle is kept and attempts are being 
made to select the best type for th(‘ Province. 

{2) Governnumt maintain 36 stud bulls and local bodies maintain 28. 

(3) Governmimt have instructed their local oflicers to reserve grazing 
lands in Government estates. It is hoped that private landlords 
will follow this examiile. No other feasible proposal, apart 
from legislation, has yet been suggested.” 

By the Hon’bh^ UA.IA MAIIENDRA RANdAN RAY OllAUDllURI 

III. Will tli(‘ (Jovcrnmoiit bo pleased to state what i)rotp(;tion the 
Planting Communitic's in the Darjeeling and Duars districts have against 
the enticement of their gardmi labour units, by unserupulous labour 
recruiters ? 

The following answer by the UoiPblc Mr. DONALD was laid on the table : — 

“ Government liavi^ had no complaints regarding tin* entioemmit of 

g irden labour units by unscrupulous labour recruiters in the Duars and 
arjeeling districts for employment in other labour districts. Enticement 
from one garden to another in the Duars is provided for by the Duars Labour 
Rules. ]^cruitment for Assam labour districts from the Duars and 
Darjeeling districts is regulated by the provisions of Act VI of 1901.’’ 

By the Hon’ble RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN.RAY CHAUDHURl 

IV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the general 
relations between the important 27amindari estates and their tenantry in the 
districts of the Presidency are on the whole satisfactory ? 

(6) Tf the answer to the above question cannot be given in the affirmative 
in respect of all the districts, will the Government mention the districts 
where relations generally have been or are so unsatisfactory as to have neces- 
sitated interference by Government ? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mb. BIRLEY was laid on the table : — 
The Hon’ble Member is referred to the paragraphs on this subject 
which appear in the annual reports of the Board x)f Revenue upon the Land 
Revenue Administration of the Piwince.” 
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By the Hon’ble RAJA MAIIENDRA RANJAN RAY CHAUDHURI 

V. Will the Governm(*nt he pleased to state wliat special efforts, if 
any, are being made to reduce the shortage in the nunih(T of trained and 
efficient teachers for primary and secondary institutions in tlie Pn^sidcnoy? 

The following answer by the Hon'ble ^Ir. DE was laid on tlie tahh> : — 

“Tile Davhl Hare Training (V)lh*ge in ('alcutta trains about 30 
teachers annually. A scheme for the development of this College has already 
been considered by Goverjjinent, involving a capital exfienditiire of 
Rs. 8,00,000 and a recurring exfienditure of Rs. 23,000. Land has been 
acquired at Ballygunge for the construction of a suitable building at a cost of 
2^ lakhs and the administrative approval of Government has lieen accorded 
to the building project at an estimated cost of Rs. 5,68,000. The latter will 
be taken up as soon as funds are available. 

During the year 1914-15, 47 students were under training in the Dacca 
Training College. The accommodation in the College has recently been 
increased from 55 to 60. Proposals for the reorganisation of the College are 
now under the consideration of the Director of Public Instruction and will 
shortly be submitted to Government. The transfer of this institution to new 
and enlarged buildings within the Dacca University area forms part of the 
scheme for that University and will be carried out with it. 

The Training classes at Bhowanipur under the management of the 
London Missionary Society are now turning out 15 students every year. 
Proposals for the reorganisation of the classes are under the consideration of 
the Director of Public Instruction, 

The six Normal Schools train teachers for Mid tile Schools or the middle 
classes of High Schools and for Guru-Training Schools. These training 
institutions give an annual outturn of from 100 to 140 trained teachers. The 
reorganisation of these sch(K)ls with a view to increase the number of trained 
teachers for Middle Schools is also engaging the attention of the Director of 
Public Instruction. 

The total number of Guru-Training Schools in the Presidency is 116. 
Pro]K)sals for the development of these schools on improved lines have been 
considered by Government, involving a capital exjienditure of Rs. 11,00,000 
and a recurring ex})enditure on staff, including menial establishment and 
stii)ends, of Rs. 6,04,800. The monthly stipends in these schools have been 
raised from Rs. 6 to Rs. 10. 

These schemes when brought into operation will, it is hoped, lead to a 
substantial increase in the annual return of trained teachers, while an 
improvement in the quality -of the training is also confidently expected.*' 

By the Hon’blc RAJA MAIIENDRA RANJAN RAY GllAUDlIURI 

VJ. Will the Governmeiit be pleased to state the reason why tlje 
percentage of outlay on public works in Kurscong was as low as Vrjin 
1U13-14 ? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DE was laid on the table • 

“Ihe percentage ol outlay on Public Works in Kursoong 
Municipality was only 1*5 in 1913-14 because all the roads, with thg exception 
of three small ones, are maintained by the Public Works Department.” 

By the Hon'ble RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN RAY CHAUDHURI 

VII. Will the Government be pleased to state what support, encourage- 
ment and facility are being given to new and growing Indian manufactories 
of leather, metal, cotton and glass goods, and lay on the table a list of such 
factories in the Presidency with a brief account of their financial an<l com- 
mercial position and the class, quality and approximate quantity of goods 
produced yearly by ^ach ? 


Tuaciion* fi 
priiiinry and hccoi 
diiry 


L()^\ perccDtai;* 
of outlay on Pnb 
lie Woika in Kar 

Heonjr. 


Rucouragemeot 
of Indian mano- 
factories. 
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The following answer l»y the Ilon’blo Mr. DONALD was laid on the table 

“ The Tlon’ble Member is referred to Mr. Swan’s Report on the 
Industrial Development of Bengal. The only changes of note that have taken 
place since the publication of that rei)ort are the failure of the glass factory 
at Sudepore, the establishment of a new^ tannery at Berhami)ore, and the 
o[)ening of a new factory at Kidderpore for the manufacture of galvanised iron 
articles, chiefly buckets. The tannery at Berhampore has only recently been 
started. Owing to the war it has experienced difficulty in obtaining certain 
materials necessary for its manufactures, and Government are giving every 
assistance possible to secure these materials. The galvanising works at 
Kidderpore produce daily about HO dozen buckets, and they are assisted 
largely by Government orders. As to the financial ])osition of these . 
Companies, as well as of those mentionecl in Mr. Swan’s report, the Hon’ble 
Member may obtain information from the pro])rietors, or, in the case of Joint 
Stock Companies, by inspection of the balance sheets filed in the office of the 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, on payuieut of the usual fee of Re. 1 for 
eacm inspection.” 

By the Hon’ble RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN RAY (JllAlIDlllIRl 

Purchase by VlII. Will the Government be pleased lo state whether they buy any 
Government of manufactured goods for their own requinmients from any indigenous factory, 
JndigenouB goods, quantity of such goods ? • ■ 


The following answer by the llon’ble Mu. DONALD was laid on tin* table ; — 

“Yes; the Government of Bengal purchase for their own 
requirements manufactured goods from indigenous factories. These goods 
include building materials, engineering plant, hardware, wire, leather, paints 
and colours, oils, furniture, canvas, cotton and woollen goods, chemicals, 
drugs and Tiiedicines, scientific instruments, j)aj)er, stationery, printing 
materials, earthenware, glass and glassware, and other goods ol a miscel- 
laneous character. Details as to the quantities purchased are not readily 
available, but the value of such g(X)ds purchased during the financial year 
1914-15 was Rs. 3,17,838.” 


By tlie Hon’ble RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN RAY CHAIIDHURI 

Number of IX. Will the Government be pleased to state the number of paper- 
paper-makiiig fac- making factories in the Presidency, their present general condition and the 
tonea in the PrcHi. average production ill each of those factories and also the support (if any) 
’ which they receive from Government in the form of jmrehases ? 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mu. DONALD was laid on the table : — 

“There are three paper-making factories in Bengal. Two belong 
to the Titaghur Paper Mills Company and produce about 19,000 tons of paper 
per annum, of which Government purchase about 6,000 tons. The third 
belongs to the Bengal Paper Mills Company. Its annual outturn is about 
6,600 tons, of which Government purchase 3,000 tons. The condition of the 
factories is set out in the balance sheets of the Companies, which may be 
inspected in the office of the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies on payment 
of the usual fee of Re. 1 for each inspection.” 

By the Hon’blo RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN RAY CHAUDHURI :~ 

p a p e r-moking X. Will the Government be pleased to state the districts suitable for 

induitry and the establishment of the paper industry and what facilities and encourage- 

nient they are prepared to give to those who may wish to start new factories ? 
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By the Hon’blo RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN BAY CHAUDHURI 

lofaiit mortality XII. Will tho Crfjv(*rnmeiit l»e pI(»a8od to state' whether they have 
in the PrcHidency. formulated, or are.iormulating, any definUe line of action in order to reduce 
the high rate of infant mortality in the PrcHidcncy, relerred to by me in a 
resolution in 1914, and again in the form of a question on the 2nd March, 
1916? 


The following answer l»y the Hoii^ble Mr. laid on the table 

“ Tlie causes responsiUe for the liiefi pronortion of infantile 
mortality are so inextricably bound up with the domestic life and social customs 
of the people that they cannot be eradicated by any special action of Govern- 
ment. It 18 from provision by local authorities of trained midwives and lady 
doctors, and their influence among country dhais; and from the education of 
women in the essentials of domestic hygiene through the instruction of girls 
at school, and the general diffusion of sanitary knowledge that Government 
believe most will be effected in mitigation of the evil. The measures taken for 
the reduction of malaria and for the improvement of water-supply will also 
have their effect in reducing the large amount of infantile mortality which 
is due to fever and bowel diseases. Improvement is primarily to be looked 
for in municipalities, but the increased attention paid to accuracy in the 
registration oi births and deaths is likely to obscure a decrease in the propor- 
tion of infantile mortality for some time after it has set in.” 


By the llon’l.le RAJA MAUEXDRA RANJAN RAY CIIAITBIIURI :~ 

Sunitatioii in XIII. Will the Government be pleased to state what improvements in 

Rajabahi. sanitation have been e.llected by tin' posting, in January, 1913, of a Deputy 

Sanitary Oommissioner to tho sole charge of tho RajKliahi Division, which 
appointment was inliinatod i\y Government in rei>ly to my question on sanita- 
tion asked on the 29th January. 1913 ? 


The following answer by tliC Ilon’bh? Mr. DE was laid on the table : — 


“The effi'cts of this appointirn'iit have iMurn ()l»seryahlo in the 
stimulation of municipalities and local bodies to sanitary activities, and their 
education in the requirements of iniblic* hygiene. In addition to his general 
duties the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner has done valuable work in the 
supervision oi the registration of births and deaths, in the inspection of 
vaccination, and in the investigation of malaria, and organisation of remedial 
measures against the disease.” 


BytheHon’bloBABU UPENDRA LAL RAY 


PenBioDH and XIV. Will iho Govtwniiient bo ])U*a8ed to lay on the table a statement 
paiuitieH to rela. Kliowing in detail tilo pcusioiK a id gratuities which have been granted to the 


“y relativi'S of doceaseil offictn-s of Government, who were assassinated in 

Btuigal during the perio 1 1905-1915 ? 


tiv08 
Gove 
officers, ASsaBsinat- 
ed. 


Tin? following answer hy tlu' IlonTJe Mr. KERB was laid on the table : — 


“ A detailed statement is laid on the table.” 
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ifr. Kerr. 

Statement referred k in the Answer hy the Hon’ble Mb. Kerr to Question No. AIV 
(nnstarred) ashed by the Hon’ble Babu Upendba Lal lUy at the Council Meeting of 
the 6th March, IBIS, sJmving in detail the pensions and gratuities, etc., which have 
been granted to the relatives of deceased officers of Govei'mnent who were assassinated 


ts Bmgal during 1906-1915. 

Kame and rank of the 
deceased ofBcer. 

District 

Year of 
aBsaasina- 
tion. 

Pension, gratuity or jagir sanctioned for the 
family of the deceased. 

Nftuda Lall Baiiarjl, Sub-In* 
specter of Police. 

C. 1. 1)., Bengal Police ... 

1908 

i 

A jagir yielding an annual income of Bh. 1,250 
to the mother. On her death the jagir was 
traiisferretl to tlie maternal grandfather of the 
doceasod. The grant has been made Hubjecl to 
the payment of Hs. 600.4 to Government as 


2 I AslintNsli Binwais 


... I*iil)lic IVost'cutor, AHpore, 
24-i^irgaiiAH. 


3 I Khan Ihiliudur SliaiiiHnl C. 1. D„ B«MipHl Police 
i Alum, iHputy SufjcriutcMi- 
I <loijt of r<»li(’('. 


4 Srit^ii Chandra Cliakravnrti, S. B., Calciitia Police 

Head Cour^tnblo. 

5 Puj Kumar Bay, Sululn- C. 1. U, KaHtern Bengal 

nppctor of Police. am) Aasarn. 


1900 A jagir yichliiig a net annmt) income of Rh. 6,384 
to tlie widow and the eldeat aori jointly and 
revenue free during tlie livca of Imtli. On the 
death of the Hiirvivor it will be UNNOHaed to 
rcveiine at half ratea during the life of the 
next heir of the eliJePt aon ami thereafter at 
full raten. 

1910 (1) AHimiof Ba. 2,6(10 to the family to nuit 

expi'tiHea till a jagir was Bimetionod, and 
(2) a jagir yielding an annua] ineoun* of 
Bh. 6,6.60 free of revenue during the life 
of the widow and her eldeal noh ; it will 
he aHseawMl to revenue at half ratOH during 
the nt‘xt life and thereafter at full ratee. 

1911 ApeiiBionof Bu. 600 a year to the mother for 

life. 

,, (1) A penmou of Bh. 76 n month to the widow 

for life, 

(2) In the event i>f tlie widow ilying beforr; her 

hoij reaeliea “the age of 25 yearn, an allow- 
antv of B«. 20 a month to the Hon till he 
attaint) that age. 

(3) 111 the #vent of tlio widow dying before the 

marriage of her dnuglitere, uii allowance of 
• Bh. 15 a month to eacJi of the daiiglitera 
iiiitii marria^'. 


6 j Mon Mohan (thoKh, InK]>ee- Baknrgnnj 
I tor of I’olice 


(1) A penHion of Bh. 7.6 a month to tlie widow 

W life. 

(2) In the event of the widow dying before 

either of lier hohb reuehcH the age o£ 25 
yearn, an allowance of Bh 20 a month to 
each of ihe mirviving hoiin till he attauie 
that age. 

(3) In the event of the widow dying before the 

marriage of her two daugiiters, an allow- 
unce of Bh. 15 a month to each of the 
daughlei'H until marriage. 
t4) A Himi of Bh. 600 a« a dower on the 
marriage of tlie Hccond daughter. 


7 lemnil Sheikh, Constable ... Tippera 


„ A penaion of Bh. 4 a month to the widow for 
life or until marriage. 


B Buti U1 lioy, Head Cousta- Dacca 
bic. 


1912 A penai >n of Bb. 25 a montii to the widow for 
life. 


Baiikini Cliandr.a Chaudhuri. MynieriHiiigh 
InHpectur of Pglice. 


(1) A pension of Uh. 100 a montli to the widow 

for life. 

(2) The continuance of Be. 50 a month of the 

widow’s peiiKion to the non for life should 
he survive her. 

(9) A sum of Ba. 1,500 to pay debta and funi*i. 
al expenset). 


Questions and Answers. 


[6th Mahci 


Mr. Kerr. 


Name ami rank of the 
diicettHcd ofHcer. 


amassma* 

tion. 


Peiisioti, gratuity or jagir ^auctioned for the 
family of the deuooMed. 


10 Ilnri Pada Heiui Con- 0. 1. D., Calcutta Police . 
stable. 


11 Nri|)(*ndftt Notli Clioah, j Ditto ditto 
ItiHpuctor of Police. 


12 Ram Bhnjiui Singh. Consta- I. !!., C. I. 0,, Bjugul 

13 Sarat Kumur Bose, Head Tippera 

Master, Comilla Zillu 
School 


(1) A penaiou of Its. 50 a month to tiie wido 

for life. 

(2) A poDsiuiJ of Ks. 25 a rnontii to the moth< 

of the deceased fur life. 

(3) A pension of Bs. 25 ii month to any poa 

humous child in the event of the wido 
dying before the child, if u boy, attair 
the age of 21 ^ears, or is married, if 
girl: 

(1) A pension of Rs. 150 a month to tiie wldo' 

tor life and after her deatli allowances t 
the surviving children, if any, on the fo 
lowing scale : — 

(a) an allowance of Bs. 20 a month to eac 
of the tuo daughters iintii death i 
marriage ; 

(5) an allowance of Us. 5i) a month to tii 
son for life, 

(2) A {tension of K'‘. 50 a mouth to the mothc 

of the deceased for life. 

(3) An allowaneo of Us. 15 a nmnth eaeh t 

tlie two younger hrotliers up to the ag 
of 25 \ears, slioiild their mother prt 
decease them. 

(4) A siUij of Ks. 3,500 to clear d<‘hts. 

(5) A himi of Us 75{)aH(iour\ to each of th 

two dnughtciv upon marriage. 

A pension of i s. I.h a month to the itiothei fu 
life. 

A gratuity of Us* 2,00) to the children to enahl 
(hem to discharge their father'a liabilitioi 
The eldest son has iieen provided witii a 
appointment in the Agricultural Departmen 
and the two younger sons are receiving fre 
cducatiou. 


14 Suresh Chagdra Mukherji, S. B., Calcutta Police 
Sub-Inspector of Police. ' 


(1) A pension of Its. 120 per mensem to th 

widow for life for the maintenance of her 
self and her children. 

(2) Au allowance of Rs. 25 per mensem to oacl 

of the three daughters should the mothe 
die before their marriage, the allowanoi 
ceasing oii their murriagei 

(3) An allowance of Rs. 25 per mensem to tlu 

son, should the mother die iiefore h« 
attains the ugt! of 24 years, the allowanci 
censing on his attaining that age. 

(4) A pension of Ks. 20 per mensem to tin 

mother of the deceased for life. 

(5) A pimsioii of Ks. 45 per nirriHeiu to tin 

widowed sister <»f the deceased fer life 
and should she predecease her children tin 
uontinuanue of her pension to her tivi 
children us five separate pensions of Rs. ! 
each, which will cease on inarriagi' in tin 
ease of a girl, and on attaining tlic age n: 
k 24 years in the case of a bo}'. 

(6) A pension of Rs. 20 a month for life to oiu 

of the youiiger brothers (»f the deiajascd. 

(7) A dowry of Rs. 750 to each of the duugh 

ters and of Ks. 500 to oacii of the nieuof 
of the deceased upon marriage. 

(8) A Slim of Ks. 1,000 to pay debts. 


15 Kalap Nath Pattak, Countable Calcutta Police 


16 GiriudraNath Baiierji, Sub- I. I. D. Bengal ... 

Inspector of Police. 

17 Jatindra Mohan Ghosh, Offg. Ditte 

Deputy Superiutendent of 
Police. 


Tie question of the provision to Iw made £oi 
tiie families of tbe^o olHe^rs is under the 
consideration of Government. 


Questions and Answers, 
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i9l6.3 


Bahu U. L. Ray ; Mr, Donald ; Maulvi FazUuL-IIafi ; J/r. De, 


By the Hon’ble BABU UPENDRA LAL RAY 

XV. Will the Government he pleased to lay on the table a statement Appointmonti Id 
.showing the number ol now appointments made in the clerical staff of the 
Bengal Secretariat from the 1st April, 1912, to the Slst March, 1915, and to 
state how many of these appointments have been' given to Hindus and 
Muhammadans of P^Iastern Bengal, respectively ? 

The fcjllowing answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. DONALD was laid on the 
table : — 

“ A statement giving the information desired is laid on the table : — 


Statement referred to by the Donald in his Answer to Questicm 

No, XV (unstarred) asked by the Hon’ble Babtj Upbndra Lal Ray at 
the Council Meeting of the 6th March, 1916, shoiviyig the number o/now 
clerical appointments made in the Bengal Secretariat during the period 
from the 1st April, 1912 to the 31st March, 1915, and how many of these 
were given to Hindus and Muhammadans of East Bengal, 


Oftioe. 

Number of 
ttppuintmeuts 
creattxl. 

Number of 
Hindua of 
EaRt Bengal 
appointed. 

Nuiiilier of 
Muhammad- 
aiiH of Eaat 
Bengal 
appointed. 

Remarks. 

Political, Appointment 
and Jndical Depart- 
ments. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Financial Department ... 

1 

! 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Filled by promotion in 
the oflice, the reHulting 
vacancy in the latit grade 
has not yet been filled 
up. 

Revenue Department ... 

1 / 

1 

2 

1 


General Department ... 

1 ; 

.s 

1 

2 

1 


Public Works Depart- 
ment. 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


Legislative Department 

i ^ 

Nil 

Nil 



By the Hon’blo MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 

XVI. Will the Government bo pleased to state whotlier there is any The Imombarfth 
proposal for acquiring and demolishing any portion of the Kerbelai Imam- PortugneM 

barah in Portuguese Stroff for the purpose of road extension under the ^*‘'°®** 

Calcutta Improvement Trust ? 

The following answer by the Ilon^ble Mil. DE was laid on the table : — 

“ No scheme embodying such proposal has been submitted to the 
Government.” 


By the Hon^ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ:—^ 

XVII. (a) Is it a fact that it is proposed to acquire about 419 bighas of Proposed aoquf- 
land in villages Mudih, Boroz, Gobindpur, Dhakuria and neighbouring 
villages in Dihi Faiiohaiiangram, in pargana Khaspiir, iu the dutrict of the Corganas. 
24-Pai:ganas, for the purpose of the construction of a park and A Take ? 

(i) AiW^the government awai^o that the said area oo^taiiis /several 
m^ques and numerous graves and burial-grounds, some of the latter being 
still in use ? 

t^) Is it a fact that the Hindu and Muhainnaadan residents of the 
locality have protested against this proposed acquisition' on various grounds ? 

id) If go, will the Government be pleased to state what decision has 
keen arrived at in the matter ? 



PeDiion 
c£ the 
family of 
dabad. 
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Mr, Be ; Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq f Mr, Kerr, 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DE was laid on the table : — 

“(a) Land is being- acquired in the villages named for the 
purpose of obtaining a sufficient supply of earth for the operations of the- 
Calcutta Improvement Trust and for the construction of a park and a lake. A 
copy of notification No. 12231 L.A., dated the 14th December, 1915, is given, 
below. 

(6) There appear to be one building used as a place of worship and a. 
small burial ground within the boundaries of the land notified for'acqui^tion 
It is not proposed to acquire these under the Laud Acquisition Act. 

(c) A petition of this nature has been forwarded to the Chairman ' of 
the Trust over the names of seven Muhammadans and one Hindu.” 


JS'OTIFICATION. 


Declaration. 

No. 12231 L.A. — The 14ih December 1915 . — Wkereas it appears to the CtoverDor in 
,, Coimoil that land is required to be taken by Government 

- expense of the Calcutta Improvement Trust, for a 

public purpose, viz., for the purpose of obtaining a sufficient supply of earth for the 
ujieintioiis ut' the Tiiisi and u i Mie {■liusiniclion ot a ])ark and a lalio, in the villages of 
Mudiali, Boroj, Gobindpur, Dhukuria and Gariahn«t, Dihi Panchannagram and pargana 
Ehaspur, zilla 24-Pargauas, it is hereby declared that for the above purpose a piece of 
land measuring, more or less, 412 bighas of standard measurement, bounded on the — 

North — By the land acquired for the dumping ground ut Mudiali, premises 
!N’o. 23 Mudiali lioad, Nos. 101 and 09 Dhakuria Road, Nos. 1-1-2 and 
1-1-1 (jobindpur Road, No. 1 Boroj Road, Nos. 95, 94 and 92 
Dhukuria Road, No. 40 Dhukuria Road, the remaining portion of 
No. 44 Dhakuria Road, Bununiali Bidyasagore Lano, the remaining 
portion of No. 45 Dhakuria Road, Nos. 24, 22 and 21 Keyatola Lane, 
Cocklar Lane, Keyatola Lane, Nos. 14, 11, 9 and 5 Keyatola Lane, 
the remaining portion of No. 52 Dhakuria Road and Dhakuria Road, 
East — By Nos. 44-1 and 44 Gariahat Road, th » remaining portion of Nos. 52, 54, 
55 5ind 59 Dhakuria Road, Dhakuria Road, No. 63 Dhakuria Road, 
No. 99 Dhakuria Road, No. 1-1-1 Gobindpur Road, No. 40 Dhakuria 
Road, Nos. 12, 13 and 24 Keyatola Lane, the land of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway, Budge-Budge branch. 

South — By Nos. 54 and 55 Dhakuria Road, the land of the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway, Budge-Budge branch, the land acquired for the dumping 
ground at Mudiali, 

West — By the land acquired for the dumping ground at Mudiali, premises No. 23 
Mudiali Road, No. I Boroj Road, Boroj Road, Mudiali Road, No. 9^ 
Dhakuria Road, No. 1-1-1 Gobindpur Rond, No. 92 Dhakuria Road, 
Dhakuria Road, Nos. 38, 38-1 and 40 Dhakuria Road, Nos. 21, 14^ 
11 and 5 Keyatola Lane and the land of the Eastern Bengal State 
ILiihvay, Ihiflgc-Budge branch, 

is required within the aforesaid villages of Mudiali, Boroj, Gobindpur, Dhakuria and 
Garianat. 

This declaration is made, under the provisions of seetion 6 of Act I of 1894, to all' 
tvhom it may concern. 

A plan of the land may be inspected ip the office of the Calcutta Improvement Trust. 


• holders 
Nizamat 


By the Hon’blc MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ :~ 

XVIII. (a) Will the Gov(*.rnmeiit be pleased to state the names of 
Marshl’ pension-holders l)elonging to the Nizamat family of Murahidabad and the 
amount of pension paid to each of them? ^ 

(J) Will the Government be pleased to state the legal obligations of 
Government (it any) necessitating the payment of such pensions ? 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR was laid on the table : — 

“ (a) The total amount of the political pensions at present paid* 
to the Nizamat family of Murshidabad is Bs. 4,86,670-2.* Tfie numBbr of 
incBviduals who receive a pension is 458. The majority of these are 
descendants of former Nawabs Nazim of Bengal; but in some cases pensions 
have been granted to dependants and old servants who would otherwise be 
destitute. Government do not consider it advisable to publish the names of 
thiBse pension-holders, but I shall be glad to show a list of them to the Hon’hle- 
Member if he so desires. 
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Maulvi FazUul-Eaq ; Mr, Birley, 

(ft) The Hon’ble Member is referred to Me Murshidabad Act (XV of 
1891), under which iiovernment are required to. make an annual payment of 
Jls. 2,30,000. All grants beyond this sum are given as an act of grace.’* 

By the Hpn’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 

XIX. (a) Is it not a fact that clerks and muhaiTirs in Registration 
offices are very much underpaid in comparison with the ministerial officers in 
other departments of Government ? 

(ftj If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether they are 
tajyng any steps to bring the pay of these officers into line with that of the 
ministerial officers in other Government offices, or otherwise to improve their 
prospects ? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. BIRLEY was laid on the table : — 
“(a) Clerks and rauharrirs in Registration offices receive less pay 
than the ministerial officers in other departments of Government. 

(ft) The question of the revision of the pay of the ministerial establishment 
of the Registration Department has engaged the attention of Government for 
a long time. In the year 1911 schemes of reorganization were prepared both 
in the old province of Bengal and the late province of Eastern Bengali and 
Assam, but no final decision could be reached before the territorial changes of 
1912. Since then a revised scheme for the Presidency of Bengal has been 
prepared and submitted to the Government of India. It will not be possible 
in any case to give effect to the scheme until the return of normal conditions 
after the war.” 

By th(‘ lloii’blo MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-llAQ 

XX. {(t) Is it a fact that the promotion of Siil)-R(*giHtrar8 in gratle IV 
of th('. Registration Di^partinent has been hold up for some time? 

(ft) If 80 , will tile GovernuKuit be pleased to state tlu^ reasons for this 
block in promotions ? 

Th(‘ following answer by the llon’ble Mr. BIRLEY was laid on the table : — 

“ (r<) The last list ol! promotions, including all vacancies up to 
September 5th, 1915, was published in the Gazette of November 3rd, 1915. 
Since September 5th there have been 10 vacancies, the earliest of which 
f.ccurred on September 27th, 1915. Promotions to these vacancies will shortly 
be notified. 

(ft) The question does not arise.” 

By the Ilon’blc MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ:— 

XXL ■ Will tlie^ Govornmont be pleased t<i state whether they are 
taking any stops to improve the pay and prospocis of Bub-Registrars in 
grades IV and V of the Registration Department^ 

The following answer by the Hon’blo M^. BIRLKY was laid on the table 

“A schemb for revising the grades ol JSub-Registrars has been 
under the consideration of Government since the year 1913. The scheme, 
when sanctioned, will improve the prospects of Sub-Registrars ^ho are now in 
grades IV and V, but it is unlikely that funds will be available for giving 
effect to the scheme until the war is over and normal conditions are restored.” 

By the Hon’ble MAULVl A. K. TAZL-UL-HAQ 

XXII. Will the Gove«iment be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(а) tho number of vacancies which occurred in temporary and perma 

nent posts in the various departments of the Bengal Secretariat 
between the Ist April, 1912, and the 316t Deoettiber, 1916 ; 

(б) how many of these vacancies were advertised, inviting qu^ified 

Muhammadan edndidates to submit applications, and in how 
many cases Muhammadan public bodies and Associations wpre 
- informed of these vacancies ; and 


ProBpeetB 0^. 
clerkd in Regii- 
tratiOD ofiiceH. 


iVoiiiotioii of 
Sub-Ro^rigtrarH in 
jy^juio IV, 


Prospects of 
Hiib-RcgiRtrarB in 
fi^rades IV and V. 


VacandeH in the 
Bongal Secretariat 
Establiabmcnt. 
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-[6tb Mabgh, 


QuesiionB 'md Answers, 

Mr, Donald ; Maulvi FazUuUHaq^, 

(c) how many of such vacancies were actually filled up by the appoint- 
ment of Muhammadans otherwise than by office promotions 
or transfer from other offices ? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD was l^d on the 
table : — 

A statement giving the required information is laid oMhe table 

Statement referred to in the Answer by the Hon'ble Mb. DonalB to Question 
No, XXIT (unstarred) asked by the Hon’blb MatJlvi A. K! FAZlf^JL- 
Haq at the Council Meeting of the 6tk March, 1916, showing the number 
of mcancies (permanent and temporary) which occurred in the several 
Departments of the Bengal Secretariat between the 1st April, 1912 and 
the Slst December, 1916 and the number of Muhammadans appointed to 
them otherwise than by promotion or transfer. 


Offiob. 

9 

Numdsi of vacancibr. 

Number ok Muuam- 

MAPAMR Al'i’OINTBD — 

Remarks. 

Perma- 

nont. 

1 

Tempo- 

rary. 

Porma- 

nontly. 

1 

Tempo- 

rarily. 

olitical, Appointment and 

19 

Nil 

6 

Nil 


Judicial Departraeuts. 
inancial Department 

12 

1 

2 

i 

Nil 

Two vacan- 
cies not 

General Department 

y 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

filled up. 

Revenue Department 

9 

3 

1 

Nil 


Public Works Department ... 

15:* 

Nil 

4 

Nil 


Legislative, Department 

5' 

12 

2 

Nil 



iV.R.-Two permanent vacancies in the Loi^Inlative and one in the Financial Department were advertised 


By the Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ :~ 

Advertising of XXIII. Will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, are 
vAotnoioB In |;akeii to advertise vacancies in the various QDvoriiinent offices in the 
OovenimentoffioeB. PreaiJency, and .what facilities, if any, are given to Muhammadan candidates 
to obtain information regarding such vacancii^s ? 

The following answer by tlie Hon^ble Mk. DONALD was laid on the table 

“The rules for filling up vacancies in mufassal offices of Govern- 
ment direct that whenever a permanent vacancy occurs or is about to occur in a 
paid appointment, a notice of the fact shall be suspended in some prominent ‘ 
place in the office, and a chite, which shall not be less than 15 days after the 
issue of the notice, shall be fixed for filling up the vacancy. In a circular 
issued in April, 1914, the Governor in Council directed that this procedure 
should be supplemented, when necea^ry, by inviting the assistance of 
recognised Muhammadan Associations to Secure l^ualified c^didates. 

Under the vvl^ regulating th^ appointments in the. Lower Division of 
the Secretariat and in offices of Heads of Departments, the estimated number 
of vacancies during the year in these offices is notified in the Calcutta Gazette 
on or before the SOtiiiApril of each year. When, at the annual clerkship 
examination, there is ho suitable Muhpmmadan candidate to whom a post 
specially earmarked for a Muhammadah can be offered, a candidate is selected 
aftet advertisement in the leading Mtihamma^n newspapers. Government 
have finde^ consideration a proposal to supplement this ruli by a direction that 
recognised Muhammadan Associations should be informed'whenever vacancies 
specially earmarked for Muhammadans occur in these offices;” 
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Questioiis and Answers. 
Maulvi Fazl-ul-lla(] ; Mr. Dp. 


a5 


Ily the Hon’hh' MAULVF A. K. FAZf.-Ul.-HAQ 

XXIV'. («) Will tln^ Govtu*ninent bo ploastul to stalo tlir total amount ExiJoiwJituro 
received by the Local (ioveriimeiit diiriuff the years ini.*!-!-! and Mutmminndan t 

1914-15 for expiMiditun^ on (‘diioation (‘itlier fnan linj)erial grants or out of 
the RoyJil f^rant for education ? 

(h) Will the (roviM-nmenl also be |»li'ase(l to state the total amount 
spent out ol these sums, (lurinjpr each of the abovi‘ years, ('xcliisivc'ly in 
tli(^ fiirtlieranoo of schemes for the advancement of Muhammadan eilucation ? 


Thr‘ following answer by the Hoidbh* i\li:. !)K was laid on the tabh* : — 

‘‘ A stateinent givln^r the information recpiinvl is laid on the tal)l(*.” 


referred to in the Anstrer ht/ fhe Hon'hle Mr. I)E to Qup><twn Xo. XXIV 
(iinstarred) asked In/ tJfp lIoN’BfjE Ma(’lvi A. K. FAZii-uti-HAQ nf the ('tnoin/ Meefing 
of the 6th March. 1916. 



i 

1 

Total actualt> hjumiI. 

Total Kpent oxcluHixcly on BcheiuoH 
tor flu* fuitliciaruiu of Muhain 
niadatt Education. 


1 

1 


1913-1914. 

1914-1915. 

1912-1913. 

191.3-1914. 

1914-1915. 



Uh. 

Rh. 

Rh. 


Rh 

Uh. 

1. 

Non-rHiMirriTig Impnrial prieit ol liMl-1‘2 ... 

1), 90, 000 

1 ,73,000 

2,04,000 

35,200 

.38,889 

24,036 

11. 

Foui UkliH foj li0Ht,(3i^ (JulcutLa uutl 

I l.lCl'U 

33,000 

1,07,000 

1,32,000 

14,959 

34.808 

49,381) 

III. 

Ttni lakliH f'oi IiohLcjIh in tin* C’lt}’ of Citionll.u 

35,000 

15,000 

2,44,000 

... 

... 

12,000 

IV. 

Noii-rueiirntig grunt of 75 lakhs 

... 

13,39,000 

18,00,000 

... 

6,493 

2,27,196 


Total 

10,87,0C0 

10,34,000 


50,159 

80,190 

3,1-2,612 









1. 

For truly popular odiication (H, 25, IKK)) 

5,90,000 

9,80,0t)0 

9,79,000 

1 

1,000 

14,967 

24,393 

11. 

OiiO-aixl-lialf lukhs for iiii]irovuin(Mit of 
sut'ouilury odurutioii. 

l,20,OO<) 

’ 1 

1,29,000 

1 

1,28,000 ' 

1 2,300 I 

1 

1 3,938 

4,296 

III. 

Special grant of Ks 2,H5,()l)0 for Eastorn 
Rungul DiutrictN. 

2,85,000 

2,8.5,000 

2,85,000 

31.093 

34,436 

.34,500 

IV. 

Lump proviHioii of Ks. 13,20,UUa fur duvul- 
upiiiunt of education 

... 

4,28,000 

6.97,000 

; 

... 

16,8-10 

V. 

Further grant for iiiiprovuiiiunt of education, 
1,50, 000. 

... 

... 

48,000 

... 

... 

1,870 


Total 

10,07,OtH) 

18 ,K 2 , 0 U 0 

21.37,000 

34,393 

63,341 

81,899 


Gkand Total (A and H) ... 

20,94,(M>0 

34.56,000 

46,17,000 

84,552 

1,33,531 

3,94.511 


V.B.^\n •ddltioD to the abofe aranu a sum of Its. <l.47.64-i Id 1913-14 ami a lam of Rh. 3,39.080 In 10I4.13 frar«> allottad for enhanoement of p.y of toaoUar 
MiTlng lu aided primary wihooU and maktabo. lb U not poe"lli'e to auy how much wa* apenb oot of thme auuu excliulTely tor maktabt. 



35 Questions and Answtts, [ 6 th March, 

Maulvi FazhuUIIaq ; Mr. (Jhakravarti ; Mr. De. 

By thu Hon’blc MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 


Abolition oi XXV. (a) Js it a fact that the Vernacular Survey ClaHses at Dacca 
Survey ciaHBeH, Mecliauical and Klectrical braiicheH of the Dacca School of 

tstCtf ill UttCCH • 1 I 

School of Liigmconiig have Ijeen abouKhetl : 

BnRinceniiK. jj. GovcM-iiiiKuit be pleas(M] to state when and on what 

groiinds l lie aljolition was niad(' in i^ach case ? 

The follovvijig answer by tin* Hon’bh* Mu. Dli was laid (ui tin' table : — 

“(</) Tile answer is in the aHirinativt*. 

(b) The Survey classes at the Dacca Engineering School came to an end 
in the year 1914, and the students then attending were transferred to the new 
Survey School at Mainmatti, Comilla. The reasons for tlie transfer were the 
want of adequate accommodation at Dacca, tJie difference in educational status 
between the Survey and Engineering students, and the advantages afforded 
by the new school in point of site and facilities for training. 

The Mechanical and Electrical branches of the Dacca School of 
Engineering will be discontinued from the end of the current session with 
effect from the 1st April, 191G. The reasons for this decision are the small 
demand for men with College qualifications in these subjects, and the existence 
at the Sibpur College of a much larger staff and better equipment for 
instruction.” 

DytImHoiriih* Mu. DYOMKES (UlAKUAVARTI 

OrautB fur isaui. XXVI. Will the (ToviM’iimiMit be pleasCd to lay on the table a statement 
tation in showing — 

[a) till' total amount of Imperial grants, l>oth recurring and non- 
recurring, receivt'd for sanitation in Bengal since the year 
1911 ; 

(/>) the projects on which tlu'se grants or any i)ortion of them havi^ 
b('«*ii s])ent ; and 
(c) the l)alan(!e uiiKi'cnt, ii any? 

The following answio* by th(‘ Hon’ble Mu. DK was laid on the talkie : — 

Stati'inents showing tlu^ total amount oi grants for sanita- 
tion since the year 1911 -iiid the distribution of expenditure are placed on 
the table. The unspent balance u]) to the end of the year 1915-16 is estimaU'd 
to be Rs. 48,32,000.” 


^((ttrnund.s referred to in ttte A n.strer by llte Hon'BLE Mr. Dv, to Qimtioii 
.Vo.A^^VrV {i(nstarred) asked by the IIuN'ble Mr. ChakravaRTI at 
the CotiHvH Meetiny of ttte 6th March. 1916. 

Total amount of Sanitation Granta. 


(a) Tile table below shows the amount of Imperial grants (both recurring 
and non-recurring) received for expenditure on Sanitation in Bengal since 
the year 1911-12:— 



TllhlU'Ilt 
biliulic'c on 

Ainoiiiit ul 

1 

1 

GbANTO RE(’KIVBJ) in— 


Total. 


3lstMarcli 

1911. 

1911-12. 

1912-13. 

1913-14. 

1914-15. 

1915- IG. 


Uh. 

Us. 

Uh. 

Kh. 

Rs. 

Uh. 

Rh. 

Xon-n <-urnii^ 

13.30, (KK) 

7,2.5,01)0 

20,00,000 

... 

... 

... 

40,56,000 

Reuurrin^ 

•• 

••• 

4,50,000 

4,50,000 

4,50,000 

4,50,000 

13,00,000 

Ditto 

1 


- 


5,00,000 

5,00,000 

5,00,000 

16,00,000 

Total 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

73,65,000 
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Serial 

N<>. 


SUtieiuvnt of (wpendliurr on Sanilation in 1911-12, 

Paniculars. 


1. Angul anti Khondinals fur watur-Bupjily ... 

2 . Purnea (M) for draiiiH and water-Hupply 
1 Kufltea (M) for drainage 

4. Temporary estalilishment, Sanitary HoanlV oHice 
Bhagalpur (M) for rebuilding boilera ... 
b. South Suburban (M) for wat(‘r-8upply ... 

7. J)alBing-Serai TTiiion for iinproveinoni of roatlH 
»•. UiHiribatioii <»f nuMlical aid in malarial tractw 
‘1. North Barrackpur (M) for drains 

10. Purehase of a Theodolite, Sanitary Board’s ollice 

11. Kemodelling P. W. drains at Kurseong ... 

12. Furniture, Sanitary Board’s office 
i;j. Arrah (M) for water- works ... 

14. Purchase of Quinine for distribiirion 
ir>. (Jaya (M) for tlrainago 

It). Mtxltd Sejitic tank, Bu\ar .lail 

17. Monghyr (M) for water- works 

15. (’alciitia (Corporation f<»r drainagt* <»f fringe area 
111. l)re<lging of Bhagirathi 

20. Howrah (M) for water-supply 

21. Dredging of tlie Nawai and Suiithi rivers 


Total 


Stntenienf of expendiinro on SftnUafion in 1912-13, 

Si^rial l^irticiilars. 

No. 

1. t\)ntribiition for 1910-11 to the Calcutta (Wporatiou on account of 

drainage of the fringe area 

2. Anii-malariul operations in North Burrackpur 
Mosquito ferigade, Dacca 

4, Mathematical instruments for the office of the Sanitary Boaril, Bengal ... 
a. Oineiit testing aiiparatiis for the office of ihe Sanitary Kngineer, Bengal 
0. <Jalf-sht‘dH in till* Animal Vaccination Depot 

7. Purchase of instrumeuts and establishmenl, etc., chargt*s in connection 
with Stegomyia eiKjuiry 

5. liankura water-supply and draitiage ... ... . 

9. Deputation of Sub-Assistant Surgeons in connection with the distribution 
of gratuitous medical aiii to malaria-stricken people 

10. Anti-malarial measures in Kastern Bengal 

11. Prejiaration of almanacs in conin*clioii with the distribution of quinine 

12. For diverting the inunieijial nikasi drain running inside the comiioiind 

wall of the Kntally Vaccine Depot ... 

111. Howrah M unicipaliij for e> tension ot water-works 

14. Dreilging ihe Bbagirathi 

ir>. Fees to Messrs. Lane, Brown and lTt‘wett for preparation of a sewerage 
scheme for Dacca City ... 

16. Contribution to the Calcutta Corporation towards Sinking Fund and 

interest cliarges of the loans raised hy them for th(‘ <Jrainage of the 
fringe area ... 

17, Sanitary Board’s Office Establishment 

15. Contrihution towards the coat of jungle clearing in the town of Chitta- 

gong 

19. Utterpara Municipality for drainage BChenm 

20. Kent of land and house for the .sweepers employed on the anti-malarial 

campaign at Dacca 

21. For accommodation of the medical officer and his staff in charge of the 

Stegomyia survey 

22. Baranagore Drainagi- 

23. Travelling and messing allowances of the non-official delegates to the 

All-India Sanitary (’onference held at Madras 

24. Contrihution towards the cost of fencing the catchmjni. area of the water- 

supply, Kurseong Municipality 

25. Katwa drainage 

26. Improvement of Darjeeling water-works 

27. (xrant to District Boards for improvement of rural water-supply 

28. Contribution towards the pay of the special officer in charge of the Con- 

servancy Department of the Daccjt Municipality 

Total 


Amount. 

Kh. 

2, IKK) 
1,250 
4,lHi0 
: i 0,()00 
3,695 
11,7(M) 
275 
15,300 
1,000 
375 
13,33S 
374 
5,000 
2,536 
50,0(K) 
2,0(K) 
50,000 
24,643 

2,50,000 

1,00,000 

5,«6,4«6 


Amount. 

Hs. 

7,975 

1,0(K1 

220 

460 

600 

20,000 

11,1S9 

1,000 

12,900 

30,562 

.1,600 

2,014 

2,50,000 

9,900 

22,000 


41,057 

:io,ooo 

1,000 

3,533 


300 

ll,0tH) 

556 

510 

25,000 

7,000 

48,004 

840 

5,42,228 
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Serial 

No. 


Quei^iioiu and Answers. [6th 

Mr, De. 

Statement of expeiutiture on SmdtatioH in 1913-14. 

Particulars. 


1 . 


2 . 


4 . 

T). 

i). 


«. 

1). 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13 . 

14 . 
13 . 


10 . 


17 . 


18 . 


19 . 

20 . 
21 . 


2:1. 


24 . 

23 . 

20 . 

27 . 

28 . 


29 . 


To the Chittagong Municipalily towards the cost of clearing jungles in 
the town 

To tliP Bhatpara Municipality for drainage works 
To the Howrah Municipality lor its main tiraiiiage canal 
For w^ater-Hujiply schemi* of the Kalinipong town in Darjeeling 
I)itto of Sukeapukri in Darjeeling 

To the Chittagong Municipality for sanitary improvement of tin* town ... 
For water-supply to the Lawn Homes at Kalimpong 
To the Bhailreswar Municipality for its drainage scheme 
To the Dacca Municipality on account of the cost of arrangements made* 
for the conservancy in .lanuary and Fehrnary 1914 in connection 
with tlie concentration of troops at Dacca 
To tliA Hangpur District Board f(*r improvimient of drainage of the town 
of Kurigrani 

To the Dacca Municipality to supply ilrinking water from their mains to 
the troops frei* of cliargi* during the concentration at Dacca 
To the Dacca District Board for constructing 44 wells in the Ilarirampnr 
thana of the di.strict ... ... ... • ... 

Ono-third of the liability of the (Jorporation on account of sinking fund 
and interest charges on loans raised by them for the drainagi* ol 
the fringe area 

To tin* Burdwan Municipality for <'\tenaion of water-wmrks ... 

One-thinl contribution to the District Boards for imjirovennuit of rural 
w'ater-8up)dy 

Contribution to the Chittagong Municipality in aid of water-supply 
scheme 

To the Faridpur District Board for water-supply in the Goalund(» sul)- 
division 

To the Kurseong Municipality being one-third of the expenditure for 
fencing the catchment area of the water-supply incurred in excess of 
the original estimate 

For the water-supply scheme of the town of Satkhira 
To the Kurseong Municipality in aid of its drainagi* scheme 
To the Darjeeling Municipality for carrying out certain improvements on 
the Victoria Boad and Birch Hill Koad 


Total 


Retention of establisliment for Dr. Bentley’s Held laboratory 
Purchase of enanielhal iron jdates (notice boards) in connection with tin* 
sale of quinine 

Anti-malarial work in Western Duars in Jalpaigiiri 

Ditto in Nadia, Jessore, MurshidabaiT, Siliguri and Hugli 

For relief to the people in the flooded areas in Bunlwau 
For ailvertisemeiit charges of quinine sale 
Expenses during the prevalence of bubonic and other plagues 


' Total 

Addition and alteration in, am! construction of, servants* quarters in 
▲niinal Vaccine Depot in Entally ... 


M.4K(T{. 


Amount. 

lis. 

7o0 
10,000 
1,00,(M)0 
7, .329 
1,788 
20,000 
r>,ooo 

17 , 5 ( H ) 


‘kli.S'i 

2,(MH) 

1,.3H) 

1.3,400 


12,:’»51 

3;m>oo 

42,947 

2 ,( H ),000 

(;,ooo 


32:1 

26,000 

6,000 

9,000 


5 , 56,525 


2,700 

1,200 

6,525 

13,545 

12,220 

4,692 

5,870 

46,752 


9.811 


Grand Total 


6 . 13, (»88 




13. Completion of puoca drains in North Barraokpore Manicipallty ... 4,000 

14. Extension of water-supply tn the Narainganj Municipality ... ... 1,00,000 

15. E K tension of water- works of Muushiganj ... ... ... 7^200 

1C. Pay of European Engineer-Secretary, etc., of Chittagong Municipality ... 20,000 

17. Drainage works at Rajbari ... ... ... * ... .... 2,C30 

18. Water-supply in rural areas under District Board, Jessore ... ... 1,415 

19. ImproycwtUitH to water-works, Berhamporo Municipality ... ... 23,OU0 

20. Sanitary arrangement in connection with the Lower Ganges Bridge 

project ... ... ... ... ... ... 0,000 

21. Improving the drainage scheme of the Baruipur Municipality ‘ ... 4,950 

22. Conservancy of the Dacca Municipality ... ... ... 7,500 

23. Completion of water- works, Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality ... 50,000 

24. Completion of water-works, Barisal Municipality ... ... ... 5,000 

25. Water- works of the Utterpara Municipality ... ... ... 44,815 

26. Construction of drains in the Panihati and North Dum-Dum Muni- 

cipalities ... ... ... ... ... ... 17,079 

27. Improvements to water-works, Berhampore Municipality ... ... 17,000 

28. Preliminary survey in connection with the improvements to the Bager- 

khal and Jamuna ... ... ... ... ... tJiX) 

294 Refitting of electric installation in the office of the Sanitary Engineer, 

Bengal ... ... ... ... ... ... 1^681 

30. Cost of the property known as Kllla Kidderpore at Narainganj ... 34,950 

Total ... 3,48,429 

31. Contributiou of the Calcutta Corporation for drainage of the fringe area 42,017 

32. Establishment of the office of the Sanitary Engineer ... ... 39,178 

Total ... 81,195 


Gbavd Total 


5,11,026 
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Questions qud Amtcers, [6th Mabcp, 

Mr, De — The Bengal Smake-nuuances [Amendment) Billy 1915 ; 

Mr, Beat son Bell, 

Statement of revised estimate of expenditure in the year 1915-16 from 3 
lakhs reserved from the recurring grant of Pi lakhs for expendi- 
ture 071 Sa7iitatio7i, 

A. The following grants have been sanctioned from the lamp provision for recur, 
ring expenditure on Sanitation : — 

Hs. 

1. Bankipore water-supply ... ... ... 7^500 

2. Anti-malarial work ... ... ... ... 12,500 

3. Distribution of (juinine among school children ... 5,000 

4. Secretary-Engiuber, Chittagong Municipality ... 10,200 

5. Drainage of the fringe urea, Calcutta Corporation ... 42,017 

6. Temporary establishment, Sanitary Engineer’s office ... 30,000 

7. Experiment on the sewage of Calcutta ... ... 5,400 

8. Contribution to Municipal dispensaries for the supply of 

adequate quantity of quinine ... ... ... 3,825 

9. Contribution to municipalities towards the pay of Sani- 

tary Inspectors ... ... ... ... 3,860 

10. Rent of the house hired for Laboratory of the Special 

Deputy Sanitary Commissioner for Malaria Research 1,100 

11. Sanitary arrangements in conneciiou with the Lower 

Ganges Bridge project ... ... ... 856 

12. Bankura District Board for tank digging ami other 

sanitary works ... ... ... ... 50,000 

13. Stegomyia investigation ... ... .. 2,C00 

14. Cost of the town-planning exhibition by Professor 

Geddes ... ... ... ... ... 11,000 

15. Free vaccination in Bakargauj ... ... ... 3,500 

1C. Grant to Tippera District Board for excavating tanks ... 57,455 

17. Improvement of sanitation of the town of Bankura ... 5,000 

18. Cost of printing Bengali almanac:! for the advertisonieut 

of quinine ^.. ... ... 4,692 

19. Burdwan drainage scheme ... ... ... 25,390 

20. Bankura drainage ... ... ... ... 6,525 

Total ... 2,87,819 

Ra. Rs. 

(а) Total of Sanitation grants received since 1911 ... ... 7355 000 

(б) Expenditure in 1911-12 ... ... ... 5,68,486 * 

Ditto 1912-13 ... ... ... 5,42,2^ 

Ditto 1913-14 ... ... ... 6,13,088 

Ditto 1914-15 ... ... ... 5,11,026 

Ditto 1915-16 ... ... ... 2,87,819 

Total Expenditure, 1911—1916 ... ... 25,22,647 

(c) Balance available ... ... ... ... 48,32,353 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM NO. 3. 

Legislative Business. 

THIS BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCE8 (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1915. 

The llon'ble Mr. Beatson Bell moved that the Report of the Select 
Committteo on the Bengal Smoke-nuisances (Amendment) Bill, 1915, be taken 
into consideration : — 

He said : — 

My Lord, the House will remember that when this Bill last came before 
it, 1 asked that we might have one more adjournment in order to see whether 
we could nut arrive at an amicable solution on the questions that were before 
us. The suggestion for an adjournment came, I may sg-y, from the commercial 
community, but we, on this side of the House, welcomed the suggestion. We 
were criticised in certain (juarters for asking for this adjournment. I, for one, 
am alt.c^ether unrepentant, for I am happy to say that the adjournment has 
resulted in what wo all desired. I hope that the Bill will now go through as a 
completely non-contentious measure.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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1916.]' The Bengal Smoke-nuisaijfies (Amendment) Bill^ 1915; 

Mr. Beatson Bell; Bat JR. C. Pal Bahadur. 

Amendments on the Bill. 

Liet of \mendmnif.<i — Motion No. 1 . — The lIon'Me Mr. Beateon Bell 
moved : — 

That the figureft “1916” be sul^stituted for the figures “1915** in 
clause 1. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


List of Amendmoits — Motion No. 2 . — The Hon*ble Mr. Beatson Bell 
moved : — 

That, after clause 2, the following be inserted, namely : — 

2A. In section 4, sub-section (^), of Hie said Act. for the words and Aaieodmeot of 
brackets “One-half of the members (exclusive of the 
Pri'sid(uit) ’’ the following shall be substituted, namely : — 

“Nut more than one-half of the members (including the 
President).’* 

He said : — 

“ The plain meaning of this amendment is that we no longer desire to 
havt) an otBcial majority upon the Smoke Board. If this amendmoiit be 
carried, when we r^iuest public bcxlies to nominate non-official members, we 
shall not be bound, as W(Mire at present, to counterbalance each non-official 
member by an official member. Wo shall at once ask the Port Commissioners 
and the Corporation of (Calcutta each to nominate a member for the Smoke 
Board, and wo, on our part, shall not counterbalance those elected members 
by the nomination of officials. In the early stages of the Act, it was perhaps 
necessary that there should be an official majority, l)ut the Smoke Board has 
worked so smothly and with so little friction i)etween officials and non- 
officials that wo may safely trust the future administration of the Act to a 
Board with a non-official majority.** 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


List of Amendment8--Motion No. 3.— The Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell 
moved ; — 

That the figures “ 191(i *’ be substituted for the figures “ 1915 '* in sub- 
section (7) of the proposed new section 8A. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The following motion stood in the name of the Hon’ble RAI RADHA 
CHAKAN PAL BAHADUR:— 


List of Amendineni^Motion No. 4.— The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur to movii that l)efore the proviso to the proposed sub-section 
of section 9 the following bo inserted, namely : — ^ ^ 

“ ProviJcvl that, if, in any such building, which is a private dwelling- 
house, there is an apartment in the actual occupancy of a 
woman who, according to custom, does not appear in public 
such Inspector shall, before entering such apartment, give 
notice to such woman that she is at liberty to withdraw and 
shall afford her every reasonable facility for withdrawing.*^ 


The Hoa'ble Mr. Beatsoa Bell, in asking His ExoeUency’s permission to 
move the Resolution for the Hon ble Member, said : — 

“ As the Hon’ble Rai Radlia Charan Pal Bahadur is not here, I think it 
would be unfair that wo should allow his amendment to lapse owing to his 
non-attendance. This amendment has already been agreed to by Government 
Uheretoro move formally that tlio amendment standing in the name of the 
Hon ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur be accepted.** 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Benyal Smoke-nuisanoes {Amendment) BilU [6th March, 
1915 ; Mr. Beataon Bell. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Heateon Bell then moved the following consequential 
amendment : — 

That the existing proviso to proposed sub-section (3) of section 9 be 
numbered as a separate sub-section to run as follows : — 

“ {4) Whenever the President makes any order under sub-section (3) he 
shall, as soon tin^roafter as conveniently may be, rep )rt the fact 
to the Commission/’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

List of Amendments — Motion No. 5. — The Hon'ble Mr. Beatson Bell 
moved — 

that for sub-clause [b] of clause 9 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

‘‘(i) f(jr clause (/) of sub-section (2), the following shall be substi- 
tuted, namely : — 

(f) r{‘gulate, with due regard to the safety of shipping, the 
emission of smoke from the furnaces of vessels ; 

(ii) th(' word “and”, at the end of cdause (AX of the same sub- 
section, is lu‘reby repealed ; and ” 

Ho said : — 

“ We now come to the clause which at one time was contentious, but 1 am 
glad to say that it is no longer so. The House will remember that wJien this Bill 
was introduced, we maintainod that the existing statutory close-time for ocean- 
going steamers was a mistake'. Our desire was that the statutory close-time 
should b(* removed, and that the furnaces of steamers, just like those of fac- 
tories and other places, should bo governed at all times of the day and night 
by some reasonable set of rules. I am glad to say that the steamer companies 
have come to regard this position as reasonable, and they have met us half 
way. We, on our j)art, have been glad to meet them half way. We agreed, as 
a quid ^ro quo for the abolition of the statutory close-time, that there should 
be a distinct stipulation in the Act that the rules which govern steamers 
should be framed with due regard to the safety of shijis. It was always 
our intention that they should l)e so framed, so we readily agreed to embody 
this in the Act. It was also agrecnl between the Government and the 
shifipiiig community that the draft rules, which would be prginulgat('d under 
this now sub-section, should be drafted befon^hand, so that there would be 
no furtlier contention ai’tt'r tin* passing of the Act. I am glad to say 
that we have now drafted a set of rules whicU are satisfactory to Gov- 
ernment and at the samcj tinn* satisfactory to the steamer companies. 1 
need not trouble the House by going into the details of these rules, 
but I may Say tluit the night which 1 spout in stoking a steamer was of much 
practical ust* to me in considering these rules. I saw where th(i shoe 
pinched, and whore the shoe did not pinch. If we find that the rules do not 
adequately provide for the 8af(*ty of steamers, we shall be glad to amend 
them without delay. If, on the other hand, this enlarged Smoke Gommiitee, 
with its non-oflScial majority, makes a strong recommendation for the altera- 
tion of the rules in the direction of stringency, we shall consider their 
representation, and shall of course once more eonsult the steamer companies. 
Anyhow, the rules as they now stand deserve a fair trial, and 1 am sure they 
will have a fair trial. I do not tliink 1 need say more at this stage, excel t to 
thank the representatives of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Port 
Commissioners for the help which they have accorded to Government in 
bringing about a satisfactory solution of this long-standing controversy. I 
therefore move the amendment which I have just read out. ° 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

List qf Amendments — Motion No. 3.— The Hou’ble Mr. Beatson Bell 
moved : — 

That, for the words “ prescribe rules for ” in sub-clause (c) ( /) of clause 
9, the 'word “ regulate ” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Amende I Draft Financial Statement, 

Mr, Beatson Bell, 

LIST OF BUSINESS--ITEIVI No. 4. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JJoatson Bell inovtMi that I ho St‘CMvtary bi* ilirectoii to 
number the clauses and sul»-claiises of the Bill in e.onsecutivo ord(*r and to 
'make corre8i)onding alterations in all cross-refertmces tluTeto. 

The motion was put and agrecMl to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

The Hon’bl (5 Mr. Jieatson Bell inovt^l that the Bill, as settled in (^)uuoil. 
bti i)a»8ed. 

The motion was imt and a:^reed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 6. 

THE AMENDED DllAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

The HoiTble Mr. Bt'atson Bidl presented the anamded draft Financial 
Statement ff»r Bengal for 1916-1 7.* 

He said : — 

“ My Lord. 1 need not make any hmgthy gmun-al remarks in inti‘o(Jucing 
the amended draft Financial Statement. Ev(‘ry member of this House Jias of 
course studied the lmi)erial Budget and has read tin* speech which was 
delivered by the. FInanc<' Member of the (lovornmeiil of India. Wo are all 
therefore fully cognizant of the gcmeral financial position botli of India as a 
whole and of th(^ province's within it. We have to exercise the most rigid 
economy. It is not always (‘asy for us to see the situation m its trm^ perspec- 
tive. Our vision is neci^ssarily somewhat limited, but the fact remains that 
every rupee which we — the Provincial Governments — can save is a rupee 
added to tin' general resources of tin* empire, to the funds with which the 
great batth< for freedom is now Ixdng fought. It is, therefore, up to us to play 
tlh' game, anil wlieri'viT we can find any room for economy wi'. must try to 
t'xercise that economy. Wo have, therefore, framed the provincial budget 
upon two guiding principles. In tin* first jilaco, we have seen that the total 
provincial expiuiditure shall not exceed the total jirovincial income ; in otlier 
words, we have refrained from dipping into our balances, for these balances 
form part of what I have just di^scribod as the battle-fund of the empire. 
In the second place, wo liave scrutiniseil every new scheme in the most 
searching, I may almo.st say the most unsympathetic, manner. We have 
rejecte I every new scheme unless it is ‘ imperatively necessary or imme- 
diately riununerative.’ Thi^se are the very words of thi^ Secri^tary of State, 
and I hope we have been carrying out his orders in the way that we should. 
For the present these orders relate only to nevv schemes. The time may come 
when we shall have to apply the same tests not only to new expenditure, but 
to all existing expenditun*., recurring or non-recurring. But sufficient unto thii 
day is the evil thereof. The net result of our financial efforts has been that 
we have reduced our provincial expenditure t<» a sum which is not greater 
than our provincial income. In fact, there is a small balance upon tin* right 
side. These are the main outlines of the draft Financial Statement which 
I have the honour to lay before the House. 

It has also fallein to me to introduce a few budget heads personally. 

The Hon’bl'e Mr. BEATSON BELL then introduced the following heads : — 

Revenue — 

I — Land-revenue. 

Expenditure — 

3. Land-revenue. 


* This statement was identical with the Revised Financial Statement as presented to the Council on 
tlie 18th March, 1916, except for one or two alterations which will be found outlined in the rneinorandum 
accompanyiuK that statement. 
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The Amended Draft Financial Staiement. 
Mr, Beathon Bell, 


[6th March, 


Revenue — 

V — Excise. 

Expenditure — 

7. Excise. 

18. General Administration. 

Revenue — 

XVIII — Ports and Pilotage. 

Expenditure — 

^i. Ports and Pilotage. 

6. Stamps. 

10. liu;onu‘-tax. 

Revenue — 

Xll — Interest. 

Expenditure— 

1. Refunds and drawl)acks. 

Revenue — 

XXII. — Receipts in aid of siiperaiinuatiun. etc. 

Expenditure— 

21). Superannuation allowance. 

Revenue — 

XXII I. — Stationery and Printing. 

Expenditure — 

30. Stationery and Printing. 

Revenue — 

XXV. — Miscellaneous. 

Expenditure — 

32. Miscellaneous. 

Ue said : — 

**I begin with Land-revenue. This may conveniently be considered 
under the two sub-heads of ordinary Laud-revenue (Provincial receipts) and 
Major Surveys and Settlements (which are Imperial). As regards ordinary 
Land-revenue, we made our estimate of receipts for 1915-16 at a time when 
agricultural prospects W6>re rather gloomy. Taking the province as a whole, 
those prospects improved during the year, and wo expect to exceed our 
estimate of receipts by Rs. 3,31,000. On tlie expenditure side of ordinary 
Land-revenue for the current year we have effected economies to the extent 
of Rs. l,2l),()()(). Turning to next year, and still speaking of ordinary Land- 
revenue, we expect an increase of receipts to the extent of Rs. 1,16,000 
and a reduction of expenditure to the extent of Rs. 2,14,000. Jhe improve- 
ment of receipts is mainly due to the recoveiy of the jute market and the 
reduction in expenditure is mainly due to the ] postponement, wherever 
practical, of petty resettlements and economy in works of improvement in 
Government estates. 

As regards the Imperial head of Major Surveys and Settlements, I need 
only say that in the current year we showed leniency, wherever circumstances 
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go demanded, in the recov'ery of 8Urv(?y and settlement charges, and as 
regards expenditure, I set a good example to my colleagues by promptly 
stopping the work in Jessore where operations won* about to begin. 
Last year I explained at some length to this IIousi* how fatal it is to 
stop survey and settlement operations after they have begun. I adhere 
to all that I said on that oecasion. In Jessore, however, tlm orders 
of the Government of India enjoining impt*rative economy were received 
Just in time to have the work stt)])j)ed without disaster. We hoj)e to 
resume the work in Jessore as soon as financial prospects l)righton. As 
regards JIankura, I announced the postponement of survey and settlement 
operations as long ago as till* 6tii April, 11)15. 8ince tlion the district has 
bemi visited by serious distnjss. I cannot yet say when the work in this 
district will be resumed. Taking tin* j)rovince as a whole, the expenditure 
next year on Major Surveys and Settlements will be only twenty lakhs, 
including buildings, as against twenty-eight lakhs if conditions had betm 
normal. It is expected tliat about twenty-two lakhs will be recov(*red next 
year in the districts where operations are approaching completion. 

1 now turn to Excise. The actual receipts in 1914-15 amounted to 
Rs. 1,53,74,624 being ijlakh less than tln^ revised estimate aiul 4^ lakhs less 
than the original estimate for the year. The rt'vised estimate was reduced 
with reference' to tin* actuals of the first 10 months, but then* was a further 
decrease in consumption in the last two months and tlie revenue fell in propor- 
tion. The consumption of country spirit deeruase i by 105,241 gallons, of 
ganja by 376 maunds and of opium by 156 maunds. Two factors contributed 
to this decreasi' — administrative measures and economic conditions. Tliere 
was an increase of the rate of duty on country spirit in most districts and an 
increase in the maximum prices in Wi^st lleiigal ; there was also a curtailment 
of t lie hours during which shops can nunaiii open. Tlie economic conditions 
(I am still speaking of 1914-15) wore those arising from the outbreak of the 
war. 

The sanctioned estimate for 1915-16 was Ks. 1,6;),()'.),00(), but, owing to 
the large fall in consuniptioii in the first 10 months of the year, it is not anti- 
cipated that the r(*C(Mi)ts this year will exceed Rs. 1,5' ).()(), 000. With 
effect from the beginning of the year the. treasury jirioe of opium was raised 
to Rs. 40 a seer throughout the Pnmid(incy and tlie duty on ganja from 
Rs. 15 to Rs. 20 a seew. This increased taxation caused a rise in the retail 
price of those drugs, an 1 this again reacU^d on consumption. Tlie total 
decrease in consumption of ganja and opium to the end of January, 1916, 
compared with last yxiar’s figures, is 18,302 seers and 9,434 s(*-ers, respectively. 
The consumption of country siiirit also decreased during the jieriod liy 60,015 
gallons. To sum up, the cousumjition of all intoxicants was less in 1914-15 
than in 1913-14, and there is every sign that it will he still less in the current 
year. During the months which immediately followed the outbreak of the 
war pooj)le became sober by the force of necessity and they have continued 
sober by the force of hal)it. 1 congratulate iny friemls of the Tmnperance 
party on the figures which I have just quoted. 

We expect ro increase in the income next year, for, as J have just 
remarked sobriety seems to have become a habit. The recent orde.rs of the 
Government of India raising the cost price of opium from Rs. 8-8 to Ks. 11 
a seer will also atfect the revenue under the head ‘ Gain on the sale-prcxjoeds 
of opium.’ 

Turning to Excise expenditure, towards the close nf the year 191 1-16, 
partial effect, was given to thei scheme for the reorganization of the Excise 
Department and its amalgamation with the Salt Department. The scheme 
has been further developed in the current year, but it cannot be completed 
till the financial position improves. The increase of Rs. 36,000 in the 
budget for next year over the revised for the current year is due mainly to 
the provision made for the probationary Superintendents and Inspectors 
appointed during the current year. 

^Tning noAt to the budget head of General Administration, I have 
nothing to add to the explanations contained in the Financial Statement. 
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A« rep:ard8 Ports and Pilotage, Receipts and Expenditure, I have 
little to add to the explanation givmi in the Financial Statement. The figures 
on both sides of the Rudget are of course' atfected by the prevailing shortage 
of tonnage. The waterway in (Miittagong harbour has continued to engage 
the anxious attention of Govo'rninent. It is now recognised, both by this 
Government and l)y the Government of India, that a second and more 
powerful dredger is required at Chittagong ; but it is also recognised that, 
even if funds were fortliconiing, it is impossilde at pri'seiit to obtain the 
dredger. Meanwiiilo enquiries are being inatle as to the best type of dredger, 
and for 1916-17 the usual grant of lakh is bi'ing made to the Port 
Commissioners of (Chittagong. 

In regard to 8tainj)s, I would explain tliat we found it necessary during 
the year to appoint a gazetted officer to deal with the valuation of the 
properties in ('alcutta in respect of whicli probates and administrations are 
applied for. Hitherto the work had been done by a non-gazetted officer 
under the supervision of the Collector ; but this was not deemi'd a satisfactory 
arrangement and it was considered a(ivisal)l(‘ to place this important work in 
the hands of a more, responsible officer. 

In regard to Income-tax, I havt*. nothing to add to what is contained in the 
Financial Statement. 

I have also litth^ to add to the remarks contaiiu'd in tln^ Financial State- 
ment under the heads, interest, Refunds and Drawbacks, Ri'ct'ipts in aid of 
Su|)erannuation, Superannuation Allowances and Stationery and Printing. I 
might, however, mention tlu' buildings of the Military Accounts Dei)artment 
in Koila Ghat Street. Owing to the transhw of these buildings to the Eastern 
Bengal Railway we. have to transfer to Se.aldah tin' ])art of our Prc'ss whitdi is 
now accommodated in Koila Ghat Stnnu.. Tliis will necessitatii a certain 
amount of additional expenditure. 

As to Miscellaneous, the allotnimits under this head largely follow those 
of previous ytiars. We have increased the General Reserve by half a lakh 
to meet unforeseen demands. We. have thought it necessary to make some 
larger provision in this Resinwe on account of the rigorous reductions made in 
the budgets of the various departments. We hav(^ also madi^ a larger allot- 
ment for gratuitous relief. The sum of Rs. 5(),()(K) provided in the current 
year’s budget was found insufficient to meet the charges on this account 
brought about by the Hoods in Tip])era and the drought in Bankura. We 
had to roappropriati} very conside.rably in order to meet the necessary expendi- 
ture. W(' hav(', therefore, fixed the allotment at a much higher figure for 
1916-17, as the outlook is not yet clear.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 8. 

The Hon’ble Col. EDWARDS introduced the following heads : — 

Revenue — 

XX — Medical. 

Expenditure — 

24. Medical. 

' He said 

My Lord, during the past year our war reserve of 35 medical officers has 
been steadily depleted. The last Indian Medical Service man on the war call 
has just gone, making a total of 38. The posts formerly held by the Indian 
Medical Service officers have practically all been filled by non-Commiasioned 
medical officers, and by this means a monetary saving has been effected, which 
will be more noticealde in the ensuing year. 

Against this saving must be placed an increased expenditure owing to 
the rise in price of drugs, dressings, medical stores and diet. 
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No unavoidable expense will be incurred next year, but some expendi- 
ture must be met in connection with the Dacca Lunatic Asylum. It has 
been found absolutely necessary to improve the pay ol the staff of keepers in 
this asylum, and some slight structural additions and alterations imtst be 
made both in the Dacca and Kerhampore As^dums. 

Our balances contain provision for the new Ranchi Asylum, but this 
work has been postponed owing to financial stringency. 

During the past year the Tropical School has been completed, but it has 
not been equipped yet, and its opening will be no doubt postponed until after 
the war. 

The hospital in connection with this school will be built by public 
subscription during the next year and I trust that by the end of the year, 
Sir Leonard Rogers, f.r.s., will have succeeded in getting a large number of 
the beds permanently endowed. Perhaps I may be allowed to mention here 
that in the last 220 years 34 men of the Indian Medical Service have achieved 
the very high distinction of being made Fellows of the Royal Society and 
that Sir Leonard has been the last to get it. 

A site has been acquired during the past year for the Eye Hospital which 
is so urgently required ; the building of this hospital will not, however, be 
undertaken next year. I wish to call attention to the fact that the overcrowd- 
ing in the pn^sent Eye Hospital is becoming a grave matter. It is especially 
marked in the out-pationt departmemt where it amounts to a scandal. 

I hope that before long the Belgacliia Medical College will be in a posi- 
tion to claim the five lakhs of rupees which we have in our balances. 

Major D. McCay, i. m. h., Professor of Physiology, is continuing his 
research work on diabetes, but the expenses incurred here are practically 
entirely defrayed by the Indian Research Fund. 

Plans for the new Mitford Hospital buildings are now being prepared, 
based on Colonel Newman’s very excellent suggestions. The work will be 
begun with the money already collected for the King Edward Memorial Fund. 

These are the only points to which I think it necessary to call attention in 
this budget ; but I wish to add that in that great group of buildings known 
as the Medical College, we have hostel for students and what is worse still 
no servants’ quarters.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 9. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BIRLEY introduced the following heads : — 
Revenue— 

IX — Forests. 

Expenditure — 

11. Forests. 

Revenue— 

XXIA— Agriculture. 

Expenditure — 

36A. Agriculture. 

Revenue — , 

XXIB — Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 
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Exi*p:ni)iture — 

26H. Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 

He said 

“My Lord, I have the honour to introduce the budget heads which 
relate to the Forest Department. 

The continuance of the War has adversely affectcil the timber market 
and has interfered with sales with the result that the gross revenue which 
we expect to realise during the current year will not exceed llj lakhs. For 
next year the total receipts have been estimated at 11 J lakhs. This allows 
for some increase in the sales of timber which is anticipated, but much will 
depend on conditions which cannot be foreseen. On the expenditure side, 
economy has been observed and the current year’s estimate has teen reduced 
to 6.1 lakhs. In the estimates for next year economy has been observed and 
the total estimate of 6^ lakhs does not provide for anything but unavoidable 
expenditure. 

I now turn to the receipts of the Agricultural and Veterinary Depart- 
ments. The revised estimate of receipts for the current yeiar has been raised 
io Rft. 84,000 from Rs. 82,000 in thci sanctioned estimate. The small increase 
is due to larger receipts from Agricultural farms. The estimate for 1916-17 
is • Rs. 94,000. and provides for a growth in the revenue from Agricultural 
farms, especially the Rangpur Farm. 

On the expenditure side of the budget under these heads Rs. 11,17,000 
was provided for the rt^quiremeiits of th(^ department for the current year, 
but this has been raised to Rs. 11,61,000 in the revised estimate. The 
increases is due to the expansion of the Agricultural Department, as well as 
to the appointimmt of additional auditors in the Co-operative L)(‘partment. It 
was decided that in the present financial situation no proposals for expends 
tnre that could be postponed without grave inconv(*nience should be 
admitted. The estimate for 1916-17 has therefore been considerably curtailed, 
making a provision of Rs. 11,29,000 only to carry on tin.* curremt normal 
work of the Department. 

Under the head ‘Scientific and Miscellanoous Dei)artnj(*nts ’ tlie revised 
estimate of receipts for 1915-16 amounts to Rs. r>,20,()(M), as compared with 
Rs. 3,5;i,()00 in tlie sanctionejl estimatti. Tlie increase is due to larger sales 
of quinine for which there is a grov^Ing demand by the public as well as by 
the Military and other departments. The estimate of receipts for 1916-17 is 
Rs. ’5,22,000. The expenditure under this head for 1915-16 was estimated at 
Rs. 5,05,000, but in the revised estimates it has b(*en reduced to Rs. 4,64,<X)0. 
The decrease is chiefly due to savings in the grant for contingencies of the 
cinchona factory and to smaller expenditure on FisIuTy Experiments. The 
estimate for 1916-17 i-* Rs. 6,44,0(K). The increase is due raaiply to the 
provision of* expemditure for the Din^ctor of Industries as well as for the 
development of industries, and also lo the inclusion of the grant to the Dacca 
Museum.” 


LIST OF BU8INES8-JTEM No. 10. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Green introduced the following heads : — 
Revenue— 

XXIX — Irrigation — Major Works. 

ExPENDrrURE — 

42. Irrigation — Major Works (Working Expenses). 
Revenue — 

XXX— Minor Works and Navi^tion. 
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Expenditure — 

43 — Minor Works and Navigation. 

Revenue — 

XXXI — Civil Works in cliai-go of the Public Works Department. 

fjXrENDlTURE — 

46.— Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, I have the honour to introduce for the consideration of Council 
the Pubhc Works heads of the Budget entitled Irrigation Major Works, 

XXIX — Receipts and 42 — Expenditure and Minor W'orks and Navigation, 

XXX — Receipts and 43— Expenditure. The Major Woiks with which we 
have to deal in this Presidency, as at present constituted, are the Midnapore 
and llijili Tidal Canals. The latter is for navigation only, while the 'former 
provides for both irrigation and navigation. The receipts have practically 
remained tlie same as previously, there being a slight increase under 
receipts due to navigation and the fact that the Tidal Canal has been cleared of 
silt and was therefore op(m for through traffic. The navigation receipts from 
these canals, however, still suffer from railway competition. 

As the work of (‘learing silt from the locked reaches has binm completed 
there has been no increase in the expenditure of trlie year 1916-16 ana none 
is anticipated during 1916-17. As T rtunarkcnl last year considerable expen- 
diture is incurred ov(.'ry year ()n clearance of silt from portions of these 
canals, it would be more (‘ccmomical to carry out sucli work by a small suction 
drcMlgev instead of by hand labour as at present. It is hoped that it will be 
possible to purchase a suitable dre Iger for this piirpo8(; when funds nxay be 
available. 

I now turn to the heading ‘ Minor Works and Navigation,’ vvhicli is 
more important in its effect upon Provincial Revenues. Tim chief sources 
of revenue under this luvid an* the tolls received from navigation on the 
Calcutta Canals, the Suiiderbans route and the Madaripui* Bhil route, wliicb 
together form the navigable route for boats and inland steauK'rs between 
Calcutta and Eastern Ihmgal. The receipts from these sources an*, estimated 
at Rs. 4,76,(K)0 out of the total estimated receipts of Rs. 6, 20, ()()() against the - 
curnmt year’s budget estimate of Rs. 6,70,000. TIk^ current year’s revised 
estimate of rectnpts is expecti‘d to amount to Rs. 6,20,000. This large 
increase both in the current year’s revi8(*d estimate and in next year’s budget 
/ ' estimate is chiefly expected from the Madaripur Bhil route* and is due to the 
fact tliat the channel has been open for navigation throughout the season, and 
it is hoped that this will continue to Ik? the case in future years. On account 
of the opening of the Utterbhag Lock some increase is also expected under 
Navigation receipts — Magra Hat Drainage channels as compared with the 
actuals for 1914-16. There may also be an increase under water rates, Eden 
Canal, owing to the construction of a new supply sluice. By the construction 
of this sluice and connected works, when completed, a great improvement in 
the supply of water is expected and if this is realised it will l)e possibh? to 
send a larger discharge down to flush the Kana Nadi, the Saras wati and the 
other rivers included in this system of canals. The current year’s revised 
estimate of expenditure under ‘Minor Works and Navigation* remains 
practically the same as the budget, being Hs. 22,69,000 as against the budget 
estimate of Rs. 22,92,000. The decrease is under Establishment. A special 
provision of Rs.. 1 ,30,CI00 has, however, been made for creating a spill from 
the Bidyadhari river. The work is urgently needed and cannot be deferred. 

For expenditure during 1916-17 a total provision of Rs. 20,92,000 has 
been made. This is the minimum ti^at will be required to keep existing works 
in efficient working state.' 
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Under the head ‘Capital outlay’ a provision of Rb. 1,50,000 for works 
only has been made against the Madaripur Bhil channel for dredging the 
lower Kumar river at Ghar Magura and completing the works in connection 
with the new embankment along the south bank of Bhil channel. Both these 
works are essential in order that a return on the expenditure already incurred 
may be realised and are expected to prove immediately remunerative. 

A sum of Rs. 1,00,000 has also been provided for the Bidyadhari Spill 
acquisition. It is expected that this work, as at present proposed to be carried 
out, will be nearly completed by tlio end of tlie coming year. A sum of 
Rs. 15,000 has also been provided for the construction of the second supply 
sluice and connected works, Eden Canal, which are likely to be completed 
early in the ensuing year. The amount put down for river training works is 
the minimum that will be required to maintain the rigime of the rivers during 
the dry season. 

I have also to introduce the heails of Civil Works in charge of the 
Public Works Department. 

I have nothing to add to the statements which have been made on pages 
3, 11, 22 and 23 of the Amended Draft Financial Statement. 

Paragraph 59, on pages 22 and 23, deals with the expenditure for this and 
the coming year. There is a-decrease of Rs. 1,00.000 under Establishment in the 
revised budget of expenditure for this year which is due ‘partly to an increase 
in the receipts from the Governiuoiit of India as contribution towards the 
establishment employed on Imperial Works and partly to savings on account 
of officers on Foreign and Military Service. 

For the coming year after providing for establishment and repairs and 
for the completion of works which will be in progress on the 1st April we 
have the small sum of Rs. 4,5(),0(K) left for now” works the distribution of 
which is shown on | age 23 of the siatcuncnt.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

The Hon’ble Mk. LYON introduced the following heads : — 

Revenuk— 

XVII— Police. 

ExI'ENDITUKE — 

20 — Police. 

Revenue- 
XVI B-JaiU. 

Expenditure — 

19 B— Jails. 

He said : — 

My Lord, I liave the honour to introduce the heads of Jails and Police 
in the Budget for the coming year. I have very little to add to the Financial 
Statement, as it has given, either in the letterpress or in notes to tkn 
Statements, an explanation of all the variations in revenue or expenditure 
under these heads which are in any way noticeable. 

As to Jails : we can hardly expect to maintain the profits from the heavy 
supplies made to the Military Department in 1916-16, and consequently the 
estimate of receipts from Jail Manufactures has been made cautiously and 
placed at Rs. 8,00,(KK) against Rs. 9,30,000 in the current’ year. Expenditure 
has, however, risen to 26J lakhs, as compared wiili Rs. 24,81,000 last year. 
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This isdut* in part, to tljo oxtra cost of dietary, hut also to the large iiicreastn’n 
the jail population, which has raised the cost of luaintenaiice generally and 
has necessitated an exptniditure ol Rs. 5i.5,()00 on temporary acconimcxlation 
for the extra prisoners. W'e hope also to hi* able to do soini'thing iluring tin* 
year to improve the ])osition and prospects of our jail warders, a long- 
Hufi’ering class of public si*rvants whose case' n'quires urgent considiTation at 
our hands. Riipcu^s 50, 000 have IxM'n provided in oiir Rudgi't to meet tlu^ cost 
of a scheme prepart‘d with this object, which has bfMUi submihiHl for tlie 
sanction of higher authority. 

Tln^ Rudget for thi^ police force has been drawji u]) with tin* most 
scrupulous regard for (‘.cononiy, and tlie estimate of exptmditure stands at 
Rs. l,09,6i,t)00 as com])ared with Rs. 1,10,26,000 last ytMir. Although there 
has thus been a small reduction in actual (expenditure, this sum includi^s some 
items of now exjxmdit un? which hav(‘ been m^cessitatcul l)y recent conditions 
in Calcutta, among which may be mjkd the appointment of a Superintondent 
for the Motor Vi^hicle Department, the ai)pointment of additional European 
])olic(^ feu* duty in the trading quart«‘rs of the town and provision for an addi- 
tional comj)any of armtd civil police*. 

Un ho* gtuKwal police In^ads we have had to providi^ for th(^ continuance 
of till* admirable work initiated by tin* Insix'ctor-Goneral of Police for tbuiling 
witli organ isiid gangs of dac*<.)its undtn* tin* Criminal Iribi's Act, while the 
Training ISchool at 8urdah, which has been recently insp(‘.ct(Hl by llis 
Exeelhuicy tin' Covernor and myself and found to lx* working on I'xct'llent 
lin'*s, re(juin*s an additional grant. 

Th(‘r(*. arc* also iner('as(*s of not incousid(‘rable si/a*, based u[)on actual ex- 
p(*nditun* in tin' ])ast y('ar. in tin* estimab^s for travt*lling allowaiuH*, clothing 
and so on, due to t.he (mlarg(*ment of the forc(‘ and its incri'ased activity. 

Unrortunati'ly, howiwi'r, tin* circumstances of tlu^ year prc'vent our pren 
(‘(‘(diiig with many (‘xeelh'iit sctln'iinis for tin* improv(*nn‘nt and stremgthening 
of our police forcu*., and the be.tt(*nuent of the position of the men employcHl in 
it. which have b(‘en work(‘d U]) with gr(‘at can* and ability by tin' Ins])ector- 
(n*neral of Poli(M‘ and which tin* (iov(‘rnor in (/ouncil wouhi hav(* b('(*n v(*.ry 
i»lad to hav(‘ carri(*d through witli tin* minimum of d(‘lay. Tln’y an* (lalculatcd 
to aht'ct tin' t*iliciency of the jxJice matorially by improving the liealtb, the 
position and tlie ))rosj)e,cts of the forei*. and thus making it mon^ conttmted. 
The Coveniment greatly n gret the iiu'vitabh* jxistpomimeiit of siKili schtuiu^s 
and sympathise sinci*rely with ]\Ir. Hugli(*s-Rull(*r, the lns[)f‘ctor-Cenoral, who 
has Ix'en forc(*d by considerations of liealtli to take* long leave and will 
thus b(* i)revented from S(*(*ing tlii^si*. plans and seli(‘im!s, in which he has 
taken sucli pracitical and zealous inten^st. brought into actual working.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 12. 

Th(' ilon’ble Mu. HOHNELL introdiictd the following heads : — 

RKVKNUt: — 

XIX. — Education. 

Kxi*kni)1tuue — 

22. — Education. 


lie said ; — 


“ My Lord, ] have tlie honour to iiitnKluce the heads of Revenue and 
Expenditure in the Education Rudget Estimate for the year 1916-17. 

2. Receijjjts . — There is notliiiig specially interesting on the revenue side 
of the budget except the fact that the steady increase in the receipts of the 
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Education Dopartmom 

has been maintained, as 

will bo evident from tlio 

following figures : — 


Rb. 

1912-13 

... Actuals 

... 7,77,676 

191.3-14 

... Do. 

... K, 10,953 

1914-1 r. 

... Do. 

... S, 47, 110 

1915-16 

... Sanctioned Hudget 

... 8,86,000 

1916-17 

... Estimate 

... 9,05, (K)0 


3. Expenditure, — TIk^ upward tendency en the (5Xj)eiiditur(^ side of the 
Budget has, however, i)een arrt'sted and the* ‘(‘Rtimat(^ under review bhows a 
decline not only from the sanctioned budget for tho current year, but also from 
the actuals for the year 1914-15. 

The following figures (explain the situation : — 


1911-12 


Actuals 

Rb. 

... 61,21,873 

1912-13 


Do. 

... 73,76,829 

1913-14 


Do. 

... 81,12,51.5 

1914-15 


Do. 

... 92,07,022 

1915-16 


Sanctioned Budget 

... 1,05,62,000 

1916-17 


Estimate 

... 88,30,000 


4. The abnormal fiiiarieial condilions which now ]>i»(^vail ar(‘ rt^sponsible for 
this statt' of affairs. The (*stiniate whmb T am now placing before tire Council 
shows a falling-off of Us. 17,32,000 from the* sanctiom'd hudg(*t for the current 
yoar, but this is solely under the Imperial assignments. Of the ]K)n-rt‘Curring 
Impi^rial grants a provision of Us. 3,44,000 only has been madt^ for (‘xpendi- 
ture during tin* luixt yt3ar. Monnwer tlie recurring allotnumts havt‘ been 
reduced by Us. 5,00,000 — tln^ sanctiom'd grant for the Dacca University. 
The total rediKjtion under tin* lmp(‘rial grants amounts to Us. 20,56,000. 
Against this must be set off‘ an increase of Us. 3,24,000 which has lu'cii 
allowed in the chargi^s })rovide(l from Provincial Uevcmiies, the total (*xpemli- 
tur(' estimated from this sourci* amounting to Us. 63, 66, 000 against a 
sanctioned provision of Us. 60,42,000 in the current year’s Budget. Thi' grant 
for tin' (Calcutta lJniv(‘rsity hosti*ls has not b(*(m included in th(' above 
estimate of ('xpenditure on the Provincial shh* of the Budget, but has been 
considered along with th(» other Impmual grants. The net (h'ort'ase is, 
tln'refore. Us. 1 7,32,000 as already stated. 

5. The increase* of Us, 3,24,000 in the oxpt'ndituri* fiiianciid from 
Provincial funds is distributed as follows : — 


University 

Direction 

Inspection 

Government Colleges, General 

Ditto, Professional 

Government Schools, General 
Ditto, Special 

Grants-in-aid* ... 

Scholarships ... 

Misci*llaneouB ... 

Refunds 


lucroasH 
(over tin* 

proriilou in tin* 
current >nar'b 
Budiret). 

Rs. 

No change 

9.V,(K)0 
, 24,000 

8,000 
1,11,000 
72,000 

No change 
47,000 


+ 3,.')7,()00 


Rs. 

6 , 001 ) 


26,000 

1,600 

. 33,000 


The total increase is iherefi>ri' Rs. 3,21,000. 


■Bscliidlni; thu i;nDi for the Calcutta Ualremity HoateU. 
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6. The Financial Stateiiioiit before as explains the increase and the 
decrease in detail. 1 sliall not. repeat tlie explanation ; I will content myself 
with setting out a few outstanding buitures^ of t.hi‘ estimate for tht‘ year in 
prospect — 

(a) A provision of IK 2r),S(iU hast bo^a luado for five additional Asaiataut Inspectors 
for Mnhuminadaii Edtication. TLiid is not a new item. The appoint- 
m 'iitH were sanctioned temporarily in and the char^^e hitherto 

has been met from savings in the Imperial f^rant for Secondary Education 
included in the Kecnrrin^ Imperial assignment of Rs. Id, 20, 000 — this 
assij»nment has been reduced in tlie t‘8timates for the cominj; year to 
Us. S,20,0(H). 

{h) 1‘rovision for the Sclioot at Hastiiii,M House, Alipore, has been made in tlie 
estimate under “(Tovernmenl Schools General,’* “Hit?h Schools for 
boys.” 

{c) All increase of Rs. .‘10,000 has betm provided for siiponds for primary sciioid 
teachers under traininj?. The increase doi‘S not providi* for any new 
atijiendsbnt is intended to meet the coat of the stipends already sanctioned. 
There will be a delicit In the sanctioned hudj^et for the current year 
under tliis head which will *^160 made I'ood from the Imperial recurring 
grant lor tin* purpose, 

((/) A provision of Rs. ()0,000 has been included under “Miscellaneous” under the 
head “ Grant to Dr. Bose for Seientilic research ”, and the aclnilarship and 
research grants hithortofprovided under “Arts Colleges for boys” havv 
been withdrawn. On his retirement from the service of Government, 
Dr. Bose has been api>ointed an Em -ritus Professor of the Pre.sidency 
G<dlege and this provisiiui represents his pay and resi'arch grants ainl the 
pay ut' his assistants. 

7. To rt'vcrl to tin' Imperial nsKigimnuits. I will incroly ail;^ a worti in 
<joiiclusiori to sliow li(>w tin' non-rocurrlng grant providiul in tho IliiilgoT 
will 1)0 Kpoiii. A total provision x)f lU; 3,41,01)0 has Ixhti mado agaiiiHt all 
f^lio non-rooiirrinu Inipo.rial grants. This snni inohidos Its. 50,(100 wliioli is 
tin* unspoilt l»alnnt*(‘ of tin* 10 laklis grant to tin* (kdcnita Univi‘rsity for 
collogt* hostols in Ckilcuttu. Tin* provision is also d(*sigin*d to covtu- a oontri- 
butioii ol' lls. 2,23,000 towards t Ix^so liosti'ls, wliioli (‘,onl rihut ion will lu* in part 
jiayiiitnil of tin* amount of Us. 3.50, 000 wliicli this (j!ov(‘rnni(*nt liavo agrood to 
make ovi*r lo the Univorsity from tin* halaiuu* of cortain provions Im])orial 
grants. Aftor jiaying Ks. 2,73,000 to tlio Univorsity then* will bt* a balanot^ 
of Us. 71,000, and this balanco will lu* spoilt in comploting tin* scln*nu‘S in 
connootion with tin* llakor Madrassa Ilostt*! and tin* ( laloutta T nivi*rKity 
liistituto wliicli an* now in hand.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 13. 

Tho Hon’blo NAWAU SYED SllAMS-D L-HUDA intrutlucml tin* 
following heads : — ^ 

Expkndititkk— 

19 A. — Courts of Law. 

24. — Sanitation. 

Kkvenuk — 

XXXI. — Civil Works in charge of Civil Otticers. 

Expendititke — 

45. — Civil Works in charge t>f Civil Oilioers. 


He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I rise to introduce the heads of the Financial Statemimt 
standing in my iianu'. 

The total budget estimate tor the year 1915-11). which was 
Rg. 1,01,24,000, has been raised to Us. 1,05,10,000 in tin* r(*vi8ed H^timB.tP 
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with i‘(*i’rr-‘iiur to the actual Ijliargos of the first eight iiiontlis of the year. 
J’liis iiicnMsc is chiefly due to large payments of lawyers’ foes in connection 
with f)olitical cases, to the (?xtra expenditure caused hy tin' appointment 
of Additional I)istri(;t and Sessions Judges, and to the charges under the 
Defoime of India Act in connection with political cases. 

The total estimate for the year 1916-17 has luieii fixed at Rs. l,()(),iT).()()l). 
The. dt‘crea8(5 is due to provision having been made for 13 instead of 19 
.ludges of the High (Jourt, and sonu^ reduction in the establishment and 
contingiint (diarges of tiie Appellate Side of that Court owing to tlu! creation 
of a separate High ('ourt at Tatiia. Additional provision has been made in 
the l>u(lget for tln^ grant of a contract allowance} of Us. 1,000 a month to 
Mr. Haydn for the sujiply of typewritten transcripts of evidence of witnesses in 
tlie Calcutta High (Jourt, for an additional Legal Uemembraiicer and his 
establishment and contingeiicic^s, and for four new posts of District and 
S(}B8ion8 Judges and their (establishment in Hengal. With a view to improve 
pros(^outions in important State trials, tin* post of Additional Legal Utmieni- 
brancer has btjcn cn^atcMl for a p(‘riod of oncj year for tin* present. Tlit; main 
duty of the officer ai)point«ul to the post will bo to work out. in consultaticjii 
with the L(}gal Keniembrancer, a d(‘tail(}d sclumie for tin* organizatioji of a 
Department of Pulilic Drosecufions in Dongal. rncr(‘asc.d grants ior lees 
to ])haders in (jriminal cases In tln^ nuifassal, and foi* diet and travelling 
(‘xponses of witm’Ssi^s have also be(}n jirovidcid for. 

It has not beem possible to make ])rovision in the ih-ovincial Civil Works 
Budget for tile ye-ar liM6-17 for any in'w major works except Us. 21,000 for 
the construction of drains and privies in th(} Alipore District Judge’s Court. 
A provision of Us. 18,900 has Iku'Ii madt' for works in progri}S8. A sum 
of Us. o.OlK} has also l)(it‘n j>rovid(*.l in tIuK. budgi^t for judicial niinor works 
auvl n‘si‘rv('.” 

“My Lord, I also l»eg leave to introduce tlii^ considmution of tlie ligures 
in the r(^vis(Ml Financial Statenu'iit for 1916-17 wliiel.' nJate to Sanitation. 
Tht^flgur(‘S will be found on page 56. 

The (expenditure for the curn'iit year was originally estimated at 
Us. 3,07,000, exclusive of the lump grant of 9^ lakhs for ivcurring (^xpendi- 
tun* on Saiiitatii)!!, but oji considi'ration of the Jictuals of the ])ast riiin* 
months this figiin* has bi'en nHlncMul in the revisiul estimate to Us. 2,88,000. 
'rb(} decn^ase is duo largely to tin} deputation of ollicers foi’ military (luty. 
In re.sponst* to the pr(}H(nit domaiid for stringe.nt economy 6^ laklis have Ix'cii 
8urr(3nd(U'(}d from the Jump grant of 9^ lakhs. The principal it(uns which 
have already been sauctioiiod from these grants are shown in paragraph 50, 
pag(}s 19 and 20. 

The est.lmatf^d exp(*nditnre fof the coming year is govern(‘d by the same 
policy of retnmehment. The maximum expiuiditun} on Sanitation for which 
it has bcH'ii found possibb^ to provid(‘ iii accordan(3(} with lli(} general principles 
determiinhig the Budget is Us. lakh to be debited against the lump 
n}curring grant (jf Us. 9^“ lakhs and Us. 2,73,000 for administration of the 
Sanitation and Vaccination Department. 

I am also to intrcxlucc the ligun's relating to (Jivil Works in charge of 
Civil Officers. ^ 

The receipt side of tln^ estimates calls for little comment. The budget 
estimate f(U' the current y(»ar was Us. 1,57,000, but in the revised this has 
been n^duced to Us. 1,50,000 on the basis of niu(‘ months’ actuals. The 
budg(}t for 1916-17 has been taken at Us. 1,69,000. The increase is chiefly 
due to re-settleinerit of ferries. 

As r('gard8 cxp(}nditure, the revised estimate has been placed at 
Us. 22, .56,000 against the budget grant of Us. 22,09,000 for the current year, 
and shows an incr(*as(M)f Us. 47,000. The increase is chiefly due to the 
debit to this head of more than two laklis from the lump grant for sanitation, 
provided under ‘Medical ’ in thrj original estimate against the savings in the 
allotments at the disposal of the Divisional Commissioners and tho District 
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Magistrates as well as to the curtailment of Bs. 40)000 provided for repairs' 
to feeler roads. The following gi-ants have been sanctioned from the 
aipount of 2 lakhs transferred from ' Medical * : — 

Rs. 

Bankara Manioipality for drainage and water-supply of 


the town ... ... ... 14,025 

Chittagong Municipality to meet the pay of its European 
Engineer Secretary .... ... ... 10,200 

Calcutta Corporation for drainage of the fringe area ... 42,017 

Experiment on tho sewage of Calcutta ... ... 5,400 

Bankura District Board for tank digging and other 
sanitary works ... ... ... ... 50,000 

Tippera District Boar<l for excavating tanks ... ... 57,454 

Improvement on sanitation in the town of Bankura ... 5,000 

Burdwan Municipality towardB;^drainage Scheme ... 2.'>,390 

' Total ... 2,09,486 


In addition to Rs. 50,()0() and Rs. 67,454 specified above, special grants of 
Ks. M2,()()6 and Rs. 27,540 were made, respectively, to the Districf Boards of 
Bankura and Tip|)(u*a in excess of their legitimate share of the augmentation 
grant for the current year in order to cmablo them to alleviate distress of the 
labouring classes in those districls. A similar contribution of Rs. 25,000 in 
excess of a rateable share of the augmentation grant was made to the District 
Board of Birblium to undertake anti-malarial measures in the malaria 
stricken areas of the district. 

Tli(^ estimate for 1916-17 amounts to Rs. 11,40,000 of which details for 
Rs. 10,73,000 are given in paragraph 60 of tho Financial Statement, 

Tin- grant of Ij lakh to the Calcutta Improvement Trust is the recurring 
annual contrilmtion for 60 years with eflToct from 1911-12. The other grants 
which are usually made every year do not call for special comment.’’ 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 14. 

The Hon’l.le HAl PRIYA NATH MUKHAH.!! BAHADUR intrcxluced 
the following heads : — 

Rkvknuk — 

X. — Registration. 

lixrKNDlTUKE-— 

12. — Registration. 

He said : — 

My Lwd, I heg to introduce the Budget Estimates relating to the 
Kegistration Department. 

The receipts for the year 1916-17 are estimated at Es. 20,60,000. Tlio 
estimate for the current financial year was initially placed at Us. 19,00,000. 
Ill the first nine months of tho current year (April to December), the actual 
meipts, however, excMded that in the corresponding period of 1914-15, by 
us. 1,17,162. The revised estimate for tho current year ^s, therefore, been 
put at Rs. 20,00,000 and that of next year allows for an increase of 
Rs. 50,000 over this figure, . 

In 1914-15, with the outbreak of tho War, the pons^quont dislocation of 
trade, specially in jute, and the suspension of credit tfere was a rather 
seripqs fall of Rs. 2,00,000 in registratibn receipts. In the current year, the 
loss has been nearly made good. Tlie trade in jqte hafrjargely recovered and 
owmg to the high prices of food grains and distress in several distriots on 
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account of floods and drought, there has been an increase in registrations and 
receipts which are likely to go up further in the coining year. It is a peculiar 
feature of the Department that prosperity and adversity contribute almost 
equally towards the increase of registrations. The former encourages specu- 
latijii and investin^lof money in real property and the latter compels the 
poorer classes to ii^tgage or sell off their lands. 

On the expenditure side, we have provided for Rs. 11,0J),000. The 
sanctioned Budget for the current year was Rs. 11,23,000 and the revised 
estimate, based on the actuals, has been placed kt Rs. 11,22,000. But this 
lias been further cut down by Rs. 13,000 for the next year. 

This smaller provision is due to the imperative need for economy which 
has obliged us not only to postpone exjienditure on some important and useful 
schemes nurtured with considerable trouble and care for the improvement of 
the Department, but has compplljjdj^g4.o curtail even many items of necessary 
expen liture, auch^as the sup^y of furiiitttro, iron safes, rebinding of 
books, etc. 

T\ni birth of this department, as an organized Department of Government, 
really dates from the year 1905, when the Sub-Ue.ristrars, working in their 
own homes and paid by commission. Were n^placed by a graded, transferable 
and p(3nsionablo service, the offices being taken over by Government. So 
that a great many things require to be done before the reorganization of the 
staff or the equipment of offices is complete. It is a pity, therefore, that we 
must wait till normal conditions return before we can give practical effect to 
the sanctioned scheme for improving the cadres of District Sul^-Registrars 
and Sub- Registrars with a view to ensuring a more rapid flow of promotion, 
an i to the larger .and loiig-dohirred scheme for improving the pay ami pros- 
pects of the establishments at district hea l-quarters and mufassal offices, 
which is nearing the final stage of sanction.” 

RESOLUTIONS. 

( UmUr the rules for the discussion of matters of general jmblie interest.) 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 15. 

The- ilon'ble BAHU MAIIENDRA NATH RAY moved tlie fnllowing 

resolution : — 

This Council rccoinimnids to the Governor in Council that, in selected 
District Boards iu the Province, 8t(»pH be taken to incrcasi‘ the p]*o,)()rti(3n of 
tdecte l iiuiinbm’S, so as to admit of two-thirds of tlie wlioli^ District Itoani 
(exclusive of the Chairman) being elected by the Local Boards, under sc’ction 
7 of B('ngal Act III of 1885. 

He said : — * 

“ My Lord, it may perhaps be. convoiiient if I give a summary, as briefly 
as I can, of tin) existing constitution of the rural boards as prescribed by law. 
•Till* snialltjst units of rural boards in the districts outside tlie primupal towns, 
are the Union Committees. Where they have been constituted in selected 
areas, the members of such Union Comm it tel^a are elected from among the 
residents of the Union, excejit in certain special c^^ses j^Beve Gov(*rnmenf 
might, for reasons to be stated in writing, otherwise direct/ T^e next larger 
unit is the Looal Boar I, the territorial limits of which are oo-extensive with 
either a subdivision or two or mon^ subdivisions combined. In 15 out of 25 
districts in this Presidency, a Local Board must be established in every sub- 
division, and two-thirds of the mombei’s of each Loe d Board must be elected. 
Lastly, we have the District Board, and with regard to the constitution of 
the pnnnlierH of the Distript Board. Jind the proportion of such members as 
should bo elected, law reqiiifos that whgre the Lixial Board has b^en 
established in any District, it shall elect such proportion of the whole of t he 
District, Board, as the Government may fran time to time direct, provident liar 
where I.ooal Boards have been established 4;hroughout the whole area of any 
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D.Btrict* not lens thaii half of tho whohs DiBtriot Board, oxdusive of the Chair- 
man, shall be elected by such Local Boards. This is the existing constitution, 
and in setting it out, 1 have not trusted to my morafory, but 1 have referred 
to tiie notes whi(*h I have prepared from the difierent sections of the Act. 
ft is clear, therefore, that the question raised by this ojsqlution is one entirely 
for the Government to determine by virtue of executive order and not by 
legislation. The law distinctly provides that it is ‘for the Government to fix tlie 
proportion of clecttKl members of a District Board, but a minimum is prescrll)t*d 
in ease wherci L(jcai Boards have been established for an entire area undi^r 
the District Board, and the minimum prescribed is that onu-half at least of the 
intMubers of such District Boards sliouhl bo elected by Local Boards. Tin’s 
minimum is under the law a compulsory minimum in the 15 districts to 
whicli I have reftirred, because a schedule of the Act seU put that in 15 ^ 
districts which are naini'd therein, Looal Upards must he established for t!ie 
enfirii area 'inder the Disl^rict Boards. This was the law that was made in 
the year 1885. Then wo have the Boyal Commission upon Decentralisatio i, 
and the resolution of the Government of India dated the 28th April 11)15. It 
would j)erhaps save the time of the Uouncil if, instoa I of referring to the 
re.-ort of the Royal Commission, I rt^a 1 an extract from the resolution of the 
Government of India summarising the recommendation of the CoiniuisBion 
upon tins point. Paragraph 27 of the resolution of the Government of India 
dat(Ml the 28th April 1915 rniiH thus: ’District and sub-disirict boiirds in 
tlie opinion of tin' Commission (Royal Commission upon Decentralisation) 
should contain a largi‘ preponderance of elected members together with a 
nominated ehnninit sufticieut to si'cure a duo representation of minorities and 
of (jlKcial expe.rienoe.’ The paragraidi goes on to say — ‘ In the Uiiiti^d 
Provinces the nunilnn of noiniiiatod members • * * ; in the (Jentral Provinces 
the number of iioniinatHd members cannot exceed one-third of the total 
luunber.’ With regard to Bengal there is a remark which is somewhat 
curious in the light of the actual facts, because the Government of India 
proceeded to say — * There is already a substantial majority of (docted mem- 
bers both ill the district and sub-district boards in Bengal and in Bihar and 
Orissa.’ 1 take it In the light of existing facts to be a pious expression of a 
desire on the part of the liiq>erial Goveviuaent that this should be tin) case, it 
it is not the case already. As a jnatter of fact, as I have just submitted lo 
the Council, although the ])rdpoHroii of elected mombdrs of Local Boards is 
prescribed by law in the case of the i.5 districts at least to be cwo-tliirds there 
is no such proportion lixed by Government for the District Boards concerned. 
As a matter of fac!, what I tin 1, ray Lonl, is this, — 1 am referring to idie figures 
available from the Govermneiit resolution jiublished on the 5th January last, 
in the Calcutta Gazette reviewing tin- administration of District Boards, Tiie 
figures supplied furnish interesting material for comment. 1 find that in 22 
districts only a proportion of the number of the District Boards consists of 
elected members : out of 465 members, only 218 are elected. The remainder 
consists of ex-officio and nominated menibers, ex-officio members numbei'ing in 
all in these 22 districts, 119, and the nominated members, 188. Jhe total of 
ex-nffido and nominated members being thus 252 against 213, the number of 
elected members. With regard to ex-officio members 1 find that those 22 
District Boards contain the total number of 119, which will give in tlu' 
average? more than 5 ex-officio members to each District Board, and I lnji)e 
the number- is sufficiently rej)re8entativo of official experience in tlie 
language — if I may adopt the language — of paragra]Ji 27 of the resolution 
of the Government of India. 

My Lord, it seems to me the time has come when in selecteil District 
Boards at any rate in this Presidency, the proportion of elected members of 
the District Boards might be increased. We ai*e all aware of the proportion of 
elected members in the uiiinicipiilitiQ^cikistituted under the Bengal Muaioip-al 
Act. No doubt it was not considered desirable that at the very beginning 
rural boards lying outside the principal towns should start with such a 
majority of elected members. But the time, I subnut, has come, when this 
experiment among selected District Boards in this Province may fairly be 



58 


Resolutions, 


[6th March, 

Na)oah Syed Shams-ul-Huda ; Bahu M, N. Ray ; Rai Naiimksha Basu 
Bahadur ; Babu N, Ray, 

iiiail(^ and if official HUpport was needed to the views which this resolution 
recoinini^nds, we havt^ the opinion of the Eoyal (.Commission upon Decentralisa- 
lion, wliieh has been adopted by the CJoverument of India. The resolution, 
my L<Td, relates to the existing constitution, and therefore the recomnienda- 
tions of the llengal District Admiiiistoatidn Ooinmittee have no bearing upon 
the present question. W(3 an* all aware, at any i-ate those of us who have 
read the recommendations of tJie liengal District Administration (Jommittee 
on the subject, that the Committees looked u| on L(XJal Boards with disfavour, 
that they di^sire that the Local Boardrfwcdumld bo abolished and Circle Boards 
should be appointed in their place. At the same time, the District 
Administration (vommiltee suggest that when Circle Boards replace the 
(existing Local Boards, they would not in the least afliect the elected 
j)roportion of members of the District Boards. Their recomimjndations are 
that the functions now j)erforniod or discharged by the Local Boards with 
regard to the election of mombors of tlu^ District Board, should be discharged 
then, not by the Laical Board, but by the Circle Boards which they would like 
to substitute in their place. The question theroCore is not material, and any 
suggestion that, in vi(nv of tlit^ report of tlie Bengal District Administration 
Cominirtcu^, this matter ought to stand over, is a point, 1 am sorry, my Lord, 
I would Ik‘ nnalde to realise. The prineiplt^ of election which is fair and 
which is reasonable and whi<*h is in consonance* with. the spirit of tin* tiim^, 
and which is recomnKMided by the Royal (commission upon Decentralisation, 
and wliieh is adopted by the? Govt*rnim*nt of India, should, I submit, bo given 
I'ffect tn,wlietb(3r the Local Boards, as now constituted by law, continue to exist 
or l)y any change of law, they be replaced by other Boai'ds. This is all, my 
Lord, T have got to submit in support of my n^solution.’’ 

Tilt* Iloirblo NAWAB 8YED SHAMS-ITL-IIIJDA said — 

“1 want only to correct a mistakt'. Tlu* Governmemt of India havt^ 
siiict* corrected paragraph 27 of tlu'ir hotter and it now runs thus : — 
*Tli(u*e is already a majority of td(*.ctt*{l members in several sub-district boards 
in Bengal and in a ftuv such boards in Bihar and Orissa. As regards district 
boards, the prt^S(*nt system in Bt'ngal provides for an eleett'd majority to be 
worked up to as each district ])rogresso8 in capacity for self-government.’ ” 

The IJun’blc BABU MAHENDBA NATH KAY said 

“ I am very glad this has b(*.eii pointed out, but it dotis not afiect in tlie 
least tlie principle which I am advocating, it rather supports it.” 

Tlie Hon’ble RAI NALINAKSHA BAKU BAHADUR said 

‘‘I feel gi'oat jileasure in supporting tliis resolution. 1 do not find any 
Iffcial difficulty whatever which bars the carrying out of the terms of the 
resolution. Tlu* Governor in (hiuncil has power to lay down the proportion 
of members to lie i*lected by the loertl lioards. The qm-^stion is whether it is 
advisable to increase* tlie jiroportion erf elected members. In my humble 
opinion liowevtT after the gool work which lias been done by the district 
boards they are eutitl(*d to greater privilege's. It is also to be borne in mind 
that in municipalities the proportion of elocted members is one-lialt. and I do 
not understand why in the case of district boards the proportion has been 
less (*special]y wlum it is borm*. in mind tliat the Oliairman of the District 
Board is the executive bead of tlu^ District. In these circumstances I give 
my cordial support fo this resolution.” 

The Hon’ble BABU SUKENDRA NATH RAY said 

“My Lord, I have great jileasure in sujiporting this resolution. It is 
more than 30 years ago that the framers of the Local Self-Government Act — 
Act III of 1885— enacted that not less than one-half of the members of the 
District Boards (exclusive of the Oliairman if appointed under section 22) 
shall be elocted by tln^ Local Boards. During the last 30 years though* 
education has made nqiid strides throughout the length and breadth of the 
land yet no steps have been tak(3n by Government to increase the proportion 
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of elected mtiinberB in the District Boards. In my pamphlet on ^ Local Self- 
Government ’ which was published on the 30tli November last — a few days 
before my esteemed and hon’ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Bani^rji had 
moved his Resolution in this Council for the extension of local self-government 
in this Tresidencyf while speak^tg j^igtdct Boards, the first thing that I 
suggested was to extend the proportion of elected members in the District 
Boards. I stated, ‘ With reference to District Boards, I think the majority 
of the members should bo elected as in the case of municipalities, and not as 
at present only half the number. Tiiig, is also the recommendation of the 
Royal Commission on Decentralization.’ In paragraph 27 of the Local Self- 
Government Resolution of tho Government of India, dated the 28th April 
1916, we find the following : ‘District and Sub-District Boards in the opinion 
of tho Commission (tho Decentralization Commission) should contain a large 
preponderance of elected members, together with a nominated element 
sufficient to secure the due representation of minorities and of official 
experience.’ The Decentralization Commission submitted their report about 
seven or eight years ago. The Commission was composed of some of the ablest 
inembiu’H of the Indian Civil Service — men like the Ilon’ble Mr. Wheeler and 
the late lamented Mr. Ramesh Chandra Dutt. If it was their delil)erate 
opinion, after having taken a large body of evidence, that there should be? a 
preponderance of elected members in th(i District and Sub-District Boards, we 
cannot understand why the recommendation has not betm given etfe(‘t to so 
long. It may be that your Lordship’s Government may bo desirous of taking 
the opinion of District .Officers in this matter ; but, my Lord, we cannot under- 
stand why these Commissions are appointed composed generally of picked men 
in the service if again the opinion of the District Officers has to be taken to 
give effect to their recommendation. It would not b(i necessary for your 
Lordship’s Government to amend or alter th^ law. The framers of the Local 
Self-Government Act had the prescience to look far into tln^ future and frame 
the Act in sucli a way as to inei't the requirements of the progressive times. 
A generation lias pasH<^d away since the passing of the Act, but wo stand 
where we did 30 years ago. The municipalities have two-thirds of their 
mombers eh^’tod. ’riiore has not been so far any complaint for this prepon- 
derance of the elective element in the municipalities. Why should not the 
District Boards have the same proportion of elected raeml^ers ? My Lord, we 
must admit that of late a large 'measure of liberal jiolicy has characterised the 
administration in tliis Presidency. I have advocated for the financial indepen- 
dence of municipalities more than once sincMj April 1913 in my budget speeches 
in this Council and also in my pamphlet on ‘ Local iSelf-Govornment.’ We are 
thankful to your Lordship’s Governmont for having given us this right. A 
very important circular has recently been issued by your Lordship’s* Govern- 
ment regarding the appointment of non-officials as chairmen oT munidipalitios. 
The circular shews unmistakably which way the wind blows. These rights 
are no doubt a great step in advance. On the principle that ‘ knock and it 
shall be openetl ’ we ask your Lordship’s Government for this privilege of 
a preponderance (»f elected members in District Boards. It would not be too 
much to say that the reform which is now sought to bo introduced by this 
resolution wjU bo greatly appreciated in all districts. I feel bound to say 
that the privilege which should have been granted ere now has unnecessarily 
been kept back and remains long overdue. It is for your Lordship’s Govern- 
ment to grant it and thereby satisfy the educated community of Bengal.” 

The Hon’ble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR said 

“ I cordially support the resolution which has been so ably moved by 
my hon’ble friend Babu Mahendra Nath Ray. I was waiting, •my Lord, 
to listen to the arguments of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Depart- 
ment, as to what he had to say in reply to my hon’ble friend tho mover of 

resolution. But tho Ilon’ble Member has chosen to remain silent. 
Perhaps he will speak after everyone has spoken, but it would have been a 
great advantage to listen to liis arguments and to understand both sides of 
the Question. Mv Lord, ns far as WA haiTA llAAn fn n mm*., .v 
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for increasing the iminher oi’ elected iiieiiibers, one thing has particu- 
larly struck niL*, and it is this — that since 1885. 31 years ago, the elected and 
nominated element in the District Ihninl has been half and half, to which 
of course must bo added tlio tdiairnian of the District Hoard who is generally 
the Collector of the District. Thorefor«^ Lord, for the last 31 years tln^ 
official majority has b(‘.en prtKlominant in the District Hoard. When we look 
back to the 31 years that have rolle I by since 1885, w(? find that inonir*ntous 
changes have been made in the system of looal self-government in this 
country, an<l momentous qhanges have also bi‘en made in the constitution of 
your Excellency’s (Jovernmmit ; but the constitution of the District Hoard 
Las nnnained stationary without any changf's, without any progress during 
the last 31 years My Lord, the Local Hoards are situated in tiie interior of 
the country in backward jdact's and tl)iM*e two-thirds majority is granted by 
Governmout. Ilc'n', in the sadar districts, where tlie en^ im oC the educatc^d 
community assembles and presides, half the number is allowtMl to bo elected, 
and that has going on for the last 31 years. I\‘ople. rightly 

or wrongly, comi)lained that tin? District Hoards sinuiied io have a little more 
power than the Local Boards, and it is for that n‘ason that a non-official 
majority, or a litth* larger preponderance of the (decitiMl ehmieiit has not boon 
granted. Having regard to the progressive developnumt of self-government 
ill the country, the aspirations of my countrymen to have a larger and 
larger share in tin' administration of the districts reiliain unfulfilled. There- 
fQfe, there is naturally a grievance in this respi'ct, which, I lu'lu'vc, your 
Excellency’s Government will see fit to removi'. My Lord, tliis is an oppor- 
tune time, having regatlt to th(^ hup(^, and I should say the unqualified 
expression of assurances, uttered in liighcu* quarters, that Indians should take? 
their proj)er place in the administration of the country. This is the proper 
time to give effect to that pledge. This, my Lord, is the last rung of the 
ladder of self-gov onimont — tiu' granting of a somewhat larger numi)er of tlu^ 
el(»ct('d element in the District Board. The administration of the country, 
taken as a whole, will be vested in the officials. This is a very roasonahle 
and malerate reqiK'st, and I hope your Excelhmcy’s Government will accede 
to it.” 

Th(^ Hoii’ble BAHIJ SUKENDRA NATH BANEIMI said 

“ My Lord, 1 do hoi)e and trust that my hon’hh^ friend will rise from his 
place and give us the assurance that Government are prepared to accept 
this resolution. The resolution is an exeo«3dingly moderate one. My friend^ 
the bon’blo mover, does uot want that in all tlie District Hoards throughout 
this Presidency the elected element should at once be raised to two-thirds. 
His submission to this House is that in certain selected areas this should be 
done. If bo had gone a step further and if he had urged that in the 15 
districts whore there are Local Hoanls, two-thirds of the members of the 
District Boards should he elected, I, for one, would have supported him whole- 
heJirtediy, and his position from a logical point of view, as well as from the stand- 
point of the policy of Government, woubl have been altogether unassailable. 
1 cannot possibly'underst ind what objection there could he to the acceptance 
of this resolution except this, that there aro^'ilistricts in which there are no 
Local Boanls. To this objection, T would say — eliminate those districts, confine 
the reform merely to those districts wliere there are Local Boards, and you 
have 15 districts in Bengal in that category. It therefore seems to mo that 
fhe strength of this resolution lies in its extreme moderation, and I hope and 
trust that my friend, the Member in charge, will be in a position to accept this 
resolution. My Lord, the policy of Governmtmt has been distinctly in favour of 
the extension of local self-government. I may sajp it is part and parcel 
of the policy which underlie'^ the reform scheme of 1909. My Lord, those 
who have read Lord Moriey’s famous Despatch on the reform scheme will 
hear in mind his pronouncements that local self-government forms' an 
integral part of the scheme of constitutional reform which is associated with 
his name. In pursuance of that palmy the Government of India and your 
Exoellencv’s Government Iiava tnlrAn nnH rlalibAratp mAflaiirAa fnr the 
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purpose o£ a<lvanciiig local Boll-governinoiit. My Lord, iny lion'blo frieiul 
opposite, has just readout an extract from tlie (Tovermmeiit of India’s report in 
regard tocertain corrections madt‘ by him. What does the rei)ort say ? It says 
that the minimum limit ot elected members in tlie District Boards should be 
one half, and that it is to bo worked up as circumstances progress. TluM-etore 
that seems to me to be Uie strongest argument in favour of my friend’s 
resolution. My Lord, the Decentralization (yommission have recomniend(‘d 
that there should be a proponderanci^ of olt*cted members in these local 
bodies. In the municipalities we have that pr^onderance ; in tlm rural 
areas, I admit that you should proceed with a little caution, but have ym not 
been overcautious in this matter? Thirty-one years hack we started the 
experiment with a ijroportion of one-half elected memlxu’S, and after a genera- 
tion has passed away, we stand where we were, and still the elected I'liunimt 
is one-half. Is it not time' to make an advance, "and if an advancii is to 
be made, is it not cautious and statt^smaiilike that wo* shoulil have selected 
areas whore an advance should be nuide ? an 1 it would bo a policy which 
would have tlu^ unstinted support of the educated community of this Presi- 
(b'licy. My hon’blo friend observed some time ago that he was going to 
remove municipalities from Schedule I, and I believe that he has aln>ady 
taken stei s in that direction, and a circular has been issued to all 
niunicijialitii^s, asking them, or ratlun* giving them i^linite instructions, that 
they should as a rule elect a nou-ofheial as chairman. This represmits the 
distinct trend of your Kxc<dlency’s policy in this matter as regards the 
inunicipaliti(5s. My hon’blo friend stands somewhat pledged in this matter, 
and I will read out what he said in re])ly to.my n^solation on the 13th of 
D(‘,ceraber last. In the course of his speech ho said : — 

The desirability of raising the proportion of elected jpjmbers in the District 
hoards will be taken up for consideration in connection with the resoliitiou 
(if the (.lovernmont of India. 

At that time, three months ago, it was an open question. Since then, there 
has berm a deliberate advance in the direction of the expansion of local self- 
government. I do hopij and trust that he will be able to give us an 
assurances that he is now preiJared to try the experiment referred to by my 
hpn’ble fritmd in selected areas, ft would be in entire accordance with the 
policy of the Government of Imlia, the n^coinmendations of the Decentraliza- 
tion Oommissiou an I the [xillcy of your Kxeelloncy’s OoveriiiXKmt and, what is 
more, in entire conformity with the advancing trend of educated opinion 
in this country. I do hope and trust that my friend will accept the resolution 
which has been mov(sl. ” 

Thk Ilon’ble NAWAB 8YED SHAMS-UL IIUDA said 

*■ My Lord, I fully reimunber the promise which I made in dealing with the 
resolution moved by my hon’ble friend, Babn S. N. Banerji, for further 
advancement of local Belf-govornimuit in this Presidency. I gave a promise 
to take up for consideration the question of raising the- proportion of elected 
inemhers in Hie District Boards. My lion’ ble frien 1, Babu Mahendra Nath 
Ray, has mot allowed the grass to grow under his feet and has asked for a 
very early fulfilment of this promise and we, on our part, have not been slow 
in giving the matte? the consideration we promised. If in dealing with this 
^Resolution I do not enter into a lengthy consideration of the arguments put 
forward by the hon’ble mover of the resolution and of others who have 
spoken in support of it, it is for the simple reason tliat Government 
are not opposed to the principles underlying it. We have not, how- 
ever, been able to accept the resolution because considerable changes 
are in contemplation in the scheme of local self-government under the 
fisting Act in accordance with the recommendations of the District Admin- 
rstratiou Committee, It is in contemplation to substitute Local Boards by 
Circle Boards, and the reasons for the change will be found fully set forth in 
the report of that Committee. The 'keynote of' these alterations will bo 
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found in the following remarks at page 32 of the report, the soundness of 
which will, I am sure, not bo questioned by those interested in the develop- 
ment of local solf-governmont in this Presidency : — 

We think that it was a midtake to make the District Board the administrative nnit 
of local self-^overnmezit and to leave the smaller bodies dependent on its 
charity and with no clearly-defined position in the jjfeneral scheme. This 
was to bef'iu Local Self-Government at the wronj? end, for the system ought 
to start from the bottom and work up, as was originally intended in 1883 , 
rather than from the top and work down. 

When th(' Ciroh^ Iloaf^tarc established Government will then consider, 
and, I may assure the House, consider sympathetically, the proposal fora 
larger elected (demuiiL in the constitution of the District Board. My hon’blo 
frit'ud, the mover of the resolucion, has modestly asked for an increase 
in the number of elected members in selected District Boards. When the 
time comes Oovernme-ni will probably go farther and if a selection has to be 
made at all it will prol)ably bo of those who should not get the more liberal 
constitution ratlun- than those who should. In view of what I have said it 
will be lor my lion''ble fritMid to cmisider whether he would press the 
resolution.” 


The Hoii’ble BABU miJKNDHA NATH RAY said 

“MyX'drcf,* i am sorry that I am unable to accept the suggestion so 
kindly made by the Hon’ble Member who has just explained tlie position 
of Government. As 1 said in moving my resolution, I had occasion to 
give a careful attention to the report of the District Administration 
Committee, and if I may say so without disrespect, 1 agree with th(' recom- 
mendations of the^ liifitnct Administration Coinmittoo that we should not 
begin working from tbg. top downwards, but that we should work up to 
the top. But if th(‘. point which is just before the Council is carefully 
examined, the recommcii(iation which 1 propose for the acceptance of this 
Council contenjplat(*s not working from the top downwards, but from the 
bottom upwards. Hero, we have Local lioards which have the power of electing 
a proportion of memhors of tin' District Boards which constitute thti top. The 
Local Boards by their very consitution liave a majority of elected m(?nil)ors in 
their bodies, and they are n‘qiiired to belt) in the constitution of th(^ higher 
body — the District Board — and th<^ point is whether these Local Boards whitm' 
have an elected majority in tluu’r constitution, and which have got to per-'^ 
form the statutory duty of helping to make up the District Board, should not, ' 
as representatives of the ratepayiu-s. have the power of returning a larger 
proportion of members to the District Board. The principle Miich this question 
raises is one wliich is quite in consonance with the recommendations of the 
District Administration Committee, namely, that we should work from the 
bottom upwards. J am glad to liear, although wo havt^ no official infwmation. > 
that some of the recommendations of the District Adiuinistraticm. Committee 
have been embodied in a Bill which will come befor^th’ig Council for considera- 
tion. If th(^ recommendations of the District Administration Committee 
with regard to the replacing of the existing Local Boards by Circle Boards 
form a part of this Bill, it is a matter which, vrtll no doubt be discussed on 


its merits by tin's Council, but that, I takt» it, will require time, and 1 do not 
believe that in a matter like this we shall liavp the Local 'Self-Government 
Act of 1885 amended for some time to come. At, t became time I fail to see 
why the existing constitution should not be utilised for the purpose of improving^ 
the constitution of the District l^oards* H it is suggested that the present 
Local Boards liave failed to do their duty, this is a matter of very serious 
importance upon which we have not heard the Hon’tle Member making clear to 
us the position of Government, I was looking into the constitution of the Local 
Boards as revealed by the last resolution of the Government on the subject, 
and I find that in all. the numerous Local Boards in the 15 districts to 
which I have referred, people return the proportion of requisite members 
by election, and tli(*re is one Local 3oard in Arambagh which appaacs to 
have failed to make the election, so that Government appointed members to 
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to the Board. This does not show that, so far as the duty of electing two-thirds 
of the members of the Local Board is concerned — a right tlu‘ electors enjoy 
under the law — they have failed so far. The reason wliy Local Bojirds liave not 
been quite so successful is bc'-cauae they occupy a very sulnn-dinate position to 
the District lioard, and 1 agree with the report oi the District A.d ministration 
Committee that, under tln^ Act and under the present constitution, they are 
mere agents of the District Hoiird. But surely tliat does not take away their 
repreBentative 4 cljaractor. Tlui Local Jioards ora substantial majority of them 
represent jiiembt^rs elected by the coss-payors conci^rned. and f tail therefore 
to set^ why the Local Boards wliicli surely possess a. jtipproftentative (diaracter 
under tlie constitution should not have the right ()f electing more' than the 
minimum number of nnnnlxirs of the District Board as ri‘qiiired by thi^ statute. 
I am sorry, therefori', my Lord, that \ am unable to withdraw tlie resolution, 
ami I beg that it might be put to the vote.” 

A division was then taken witli t!ie following n3sult : — 


Ayes 18 . 


Noes 27, 


The HoiiMjle Maharaja Kanajit Sinha of 
Nabhipur. 

„ Sir liijay {’hand Mahtab, 

K.C.S.I., K.C.I.K., I.O.M., 

Mahar.ijadhiraja f aha lur 
ot Bardwan. 

„ Habu Sureinlra Nath R^y. 

„ i)r. Nilratan Sarkar. 

, Raja HrishikoMli J^aha, C.l.E. 

„ Babii SnrendiM Nath Banerji. 

„ Babu Muhendra Nath Ray, 

C.l.E. 

,, Rai Hari Molian Chandra 

Pahadur. 

„ Rai Prasuniia Kumar Ray 

Bahadur. 

„ Rai NalinakbKa Basn Bahailur. 

„ Dr. Deba Prasad Sar])adhi- 

kari, C.I.E. 

„ Rai liadha Oharaii Pal Baha- 

dur. 

„ Babu Ui)ondra Lai Kay. 

„ Sir Satyendra Prasanua 

Siuhu, Kt. 

„ Raja Shoahi Kanta Acharyya 

Chaudhuri hahadur. 

„ Mr. ByWtokes Chakravarti. 

„ Raja Mahondra Ranjan Rai 

Chaudhuri. 

„ Babu Ramtaran Manerji. 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Lyon, C.ft.I. 

„ Nawab Syed Sharns-ul-Hnda. 

„ Mr. N. D. Bsatson Bell, C.S.I., 

Cl.^. 

„ Mr. J. H. Kerr, O.i.B. 

„ Mr. K. C. De, C.I.B.* 

„ Mr. J. Donald. 

„ Mr. L. liirley, C.l.E. 

„ Mr. n. H. Greoii. 

„ Mr. E. B. H. Panton. 

„ Mr. 0. H. Boinpas. 

„ Mr. F. J* Monahan. 

„ Mr. W, W. Hornoll. 

Surgeon-General Edwanls, 


C.B., C.M.O, 

Rai Priya Nath Mukharji 
Bahadur. 

Mr. C. F. Payne. 

Mr, H. J, Hilary. 

Mr. J. Lang. 

Mr. (Tolam Hossoin Cassim 
Arid’. 

Maulvi Mazharul Anwar 
Chaudhuri. 

Maiqvi.A. K. Fajsl-nl-Haq. 

Chaudhuri Muhammad Ismail 
Khan. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mu- 
sharraf Husain. 

Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ah 
(jhaudhuri, Khan I’ahadur. 

Mr. W. T. Grice. 

Mr. E. A. Martin. 

Mr. A. W. (h CJhaplin. 

Mr. E. H. Bray. 


The following memliersfc. were al;sent : — 

'"he Hon’ble Na^irtfh Bahadur oi’ Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Omrah, K.c.s.i., 

K.C.V.O. ■ 

, Mr. 11. Glen. . . • 

„ Mr. A,.Birkniyr«. 

Nawab Saiyid Hosaam Haider Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur. 

„ Maharitja Jagadindra Nath Ray. 

„ Mr. B. C. Mitra. 

Ayes 18 and the noes 27, the motion was lost. 
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LIST OF BUSIN E89-ITEM No. 16. 

The following resolution was t« Lave been moved by the Hon’ble 
MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 

■* This Council recommends to the G-overnor in Council that a rocom- 
iiiendation bo mad(t to the Governor General in Council that it be provided 
in the iiegulations for the nomination and election of additional Members 
of the Legislative Council of tlic Governor of Fort William in Bengal, that 
the additional Meinljor to ho elected to the Bengal Li^gislativ^ Council by the 
non-official Commissionert-s of the Corpration of Calcutta, under Regulation 
II, sub-head (xi) of the said Regulations, sliall not he t, Commissioner of the 
Corporation, or that, in the alternative, a soparati' electorate he formed for 
tlie purposes of the election, comprising such classes of persons as the 
Governor General in Council may deem lit.” 

He said : — 

My Lord, since I gave notice of this resolution, I have had an opportunity 
of consulting some of my hoii’ble friends, and I find that there .is a difference 
oI opmioii among the non-officials as to the advisability of moving a resolution 
of this character at the present time in this Council. J mvsell am very 
unwilling to raise a discussion which may lead t() controversy, and in 
these ciroumataiices, I beg that I may be allowinl to withdraw this resolution ” 
Ihe resolution was then, by leave of the ^’resident, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 17. 

resolSion^- '’*'' ^'’AZL-UL-HAQ moved the following 

, , recommends to tin- Governor in Council that the opinion 

ol .ludicial Officers and various public bodies be invited on the proposal to 
frame a sclmino for the execution of Civil Court Commissions by meaim of 

abeyalme” ju-oposal be held in 
He said ; — 

, . Lord, I am sorry I cannot adopt the same course with regard to 

this resolution. In moving this resolution, my Lord, I do not wish at the 
present st^e to mako a long speech, but 1 wish to place a few facts before 
the Hon hie Members of this Council in order that they may know the history 
0 the system which is just now in force, and also the various circumstances 
1 * 000 '^ system came to be developed. It appears that as early as 

1890 a report was submitted to Government by Messrs. Toynbee and Stevens 
on the ministerial establishments and they brought, to notice the very 
unsatislactoiy working of employing civil court amiiis to make investigations. 
Ihey therefore recommended the total abolition of that system. The 
proposal went up to the High Court and tHeir LdPdships insisted that members 
ot the legal profession who might be* employed .un. carrying out these 
commissions, must be well qualified in surveying. In 1902 a system of 
examination of survey waihintroduoed and at the -present time the pleaders 
who are einp%od m carrying out these commissions, are gentlemen who held 

EtWilfl known to members of 

oflegabpratjtftioners who are generally employed 
in carrymg out civil court commissions Imvo prapticaUy given up^^thoir 

systeiii was introduced, a sort of promise was given that, so far ns may be 

KS t’ qualification of surveying vS be 

outsiders, and this system has, I understand, been COTsistently 

been addressed by th^ 

Chief Secretary- to the District and Sessions Judges, that it is propped to 
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frame a scheme abolishing the existing system and introducing a system by 
which Sub-Deputy Collectors, with the help of a subordinate staft’ of amine, 
will carry out^ this work. Now, my Lord, I do not know if public bodies or 
judicial officers in each District wore consulted before a bcheme like this 
yeas taken into consideration. 1 find from thc^ letter itself that the High Court 
Judges were consulted Whatever may be the value of the High Court as 
the repository'of judicial wisdom, I doubt whether the Judges of the High 
Court are .competent to advise in a matter like this, as they have seldom 
occasion to deal witli Civil Court Commissions. It is only the Munsiffs and 
Subordinate Judges who have to deal first haml with the work which is dom* 
by the Commissioners under the present system, whose opinion can bi‘ of any 
real value find it is very unfortunate that this body of mtm, who alone htk 
competent to give Your Excellency’s Government the most efficient advice 
in this matter, were loft out, ami those consulted were tht^ very persons 
who have never had anything to do first hand with the work done by the 
present body of Commissioners. It is a pity that on the recommendations of 
their Lordships of the High Court it is proposed to^ abolish the present 
system and introduce a system for which I myself see no justification. 

It will he seen, my Lord, thattlu^ present body of men wdio (execute these 
commissions, are in the first place graduates in law of tlie Univei-sity, and are 
pleaders of some standing. They know the practice of working of the 
courts, and ovi»r and above that, they have got proficiency in survejdng. 
I cannot see how the Sub-Deputy Collectors can be considered at all a su))(U‘ior 
class of men, to whom might l)(i entrusted th(‘ duty of carrying out tlie Civil 
Court Commissions. At the same time I do not wish to labour this ] oint 
because my resolution only wants that an inquiry may be made, and that tlie 
opinions o^judicial ofliccu-s may be collected, f hope your Excellency will 
have no objection to this course*. The change that it is proj)os(‘d to make is 
a somewhat (Irastic one, and before a change of this character is intraluced, 
I think it is but fair that tlie opinions of those who an* competent to advisi* 
your Excellency’s Goviu’iiment in tlu^ mattm- should be consultod, and if 
there, is a substantial majority in favour of the change, suffieient time should 
be granted for this information to be collect(*d. Till then I ho} (* the proposal 
maybe held in abeyance. With those words, my Lord, I beg to commend 
this resolution for thi* acceptance of this Council.” 

The Hon’blk HAHU KAMTAUAN BANERJI said 

“ My Lord, I agree with the mover of tln^ resolution that a general 
scheme for the execution of Commissions for local inv(‘Stigati(ms should 
receive careful consideration from your Excellency’s Government, and that 
tile opinion of judicial officers and of public bodies should be obtained on this 
scheme. Undtir Rule 9 of order 26 of the Civil Procedure Coh^ the 
power which is now vested in the court to issue tlTe Commission to such person 
* as it thinks fit will be taken away as soon as the local Gofernment makes rules 
as to persons to whom such Commissions shall be issued. It is therefore 
necessary, to inquire whether the existing system of appointing pleader- 

commissioners for the work has [ailed ; if so, in wliat resj)ect, and can the 
existing system bt*. imj roved"; Vmd secOndli/, whethiir the appointinenfe^df Sub- 
Deputy Collectors witif a^staff ^nins under them to do survey and other 
work in connection with Id&aTinvestigations in civil cases is likely t(^ prov<* 
more satisfactory, or in other words whether it would be an improvement on 
the existing system. 

^ The abolition of the gld sysieun . of having local Investigtitions done by 
civil coutt aminB and the intr«d<CLQtiQQ of *the "existing sy^ttem was effected 
after mature catwidb&r^tjom ' Thbro was the -^report of Messrs. Toynbee and 
Stevens, there were the opinions ♦of the Hon’ble Judges of tlie High Court 
andj>wioa8 other materials which were duly considered, j^nd all these 
resufraS'in the repeal of* Act XII of 1866 and the passing of the Act II of 
- 189ff; 

8in6e then a large body of survey-passed pleaders have qualified them- 
selves for^ the execution of such Commissions and their work generally hala 
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been found Hatisfaotory,^t^y rate there has been no serious imputation, as 
far as I am aware, made a'^ainst their honesty. No doubt "these^pleader- 
cominissioners iiave proved far more expensive than (Jivil Court amins, but 
it is not at all difficult to proscribe rules regulating their remuneration, their 
hours of work and other matters of detail. As yet we liave not been able ^ 
ascertain whether there are any strong and cogent reasons for the discontin- 
uance of the present system, although it is capable of inuchMinprovement, 
These pleader-commissioners have in many cases sacuficed their prospects in 
the Bar to secure work as Commissioners, and some of tliem have proved 
efficient and earned considerable experience, and now, after many years of 
toilsome, arduous and honest work, to be all of a sudden deprived of their 

S eans of livelihood may result in great hardship in many cases, especially in 
le case of those who have advanced in years. Moreover tlit3 appointment of 
Sub-Deputy Collectors with a staff of amins under them to execute commis- 
sions for local investigations in civil cases, I am not dis] osed to think will 
prove after all satisfactory. True it is that Sub-Deputy Collectors are mostly 
graduates of the University, whose integrity is unquestionable, but tliey 
belong to a different branch of the provincial service. Tjiey belong to the 
Executive branch and are subordinate to the District Collector. 

They are in no way subordinate to the Civil (Jourts whose coniinissioiis 
they are to execute. No doubt inquiries as to prevailing rates in Enhance- 
ment suits are, under section 31 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, made by Revenue 
Officers as has been pointed out in the circular ; but the delay which 
takes place in ixecution of the work by them has proved embarrassing to the 
Courts and highly inconvenient to the suitors. Requisitions from the Civil 
Courts do not always meet with ready compliance. Moreover the work done 
in many cases is perfunctory and sometimes ignores tln^ conditions which the 
law imposes in the ascertainment of rates. 1 know of a 8ub-De])Uty Collector 
who, in determining prevailing rates, altogether lost sight of the important 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act that the rates of rent should be those 
paid by ryots of the same class in respect of similar description 'of lands, with 
similar advantages, and while examined before the Civil (hmrt reiterated his 
ignorance of the law. The Survey and Settlement Proceedings of Estate 
Chowra^ihi conducted by the Revenue Officer some years ago betrayed the 
sam^ state of things. 

It appears from the reports of the decisions of t!je High Court that tlie 
quality of the work of the Revenue Officers has not always impressed the 
Hon’ble Judges favourably. There are cases in which tliree separate reports 
were made one after the other by the Revenue Officer, but still it did not 
satisfy the Civil Court. 

To obviate this difficulty in some districts the work of the Revenive 
Officer under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act is given to the Munsiff 
deputed for the purpose. 

But the strongest objection to the proposed scheme is that neither the • 
Sub-Deputy Collector nor his staff the amins will be subordinate to or directly 
under the control of the Civil Courts. This is likely to delay the execution of 
the work and is hardly conducive to efficient work. I should go further and 
say ths^t the work is likely to suffer if ti^cse whff are to execute it are not 
directly subordinate to the Court whose orders they are to carry out. The 
Sub-Deputy Collector is not the servant' of the Givi Court but of the District 
Collect who can make or mar his prospects in the service. But no such 
consideration will wei^h with him in (foing the work for the Civil Court and 
this may give rise to friction. 

The scheme, as far as ope can for some portion of the 

work being done by the Sub-Deputy CSlecf or audibly far the greater portion, 
if I may take it, by his subordinate staff* the amins, ‘he* being held respmiSjl^ 
ble for their work. I am afraid this may in ^practice lead to a return ot the 
old repealed system of having local investigations carried on by ciyfl. hourt 
amms. The fact that formerly we had the Munsiff or the Sub-Judge, o» the 
District Judge directly oontroUing and supervising their wwk and nojir the 
work of supervision will be done by the Sub-]^epnty OoHeptors who np douiDt 
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Nawah Sytid S/mnix-ul-Huda ; Maulm Fcad-uUHaq. 

may have the advantage of j.ornimally going to the locale ; I am afraid, 
ifl not likely to improve matters iimcli. On the contrary the chances are 
that there is likidy to be a renewal of the practices ()r rather the mal- 
practices of the old system. Such practices were point(‘d out in the joint 
report referred to above and tliero can he no doubt that they (existed. Your 
Excellency will therefore be pleased to give this matter your (!on side ration 
with the help of the materials and the opinion ul' public holies ami judicial 
officers which iiitiy be ])lac(ul before the (iovtwniiHmt and as the scheme 
hears upon the administration (if justict' by the Civil (.^lurts. the innovation 
be not introduced before the matter is fully considered by your Hxcfdlcncy,” 

The Hon’ble NAWAH SVED SllAMS-UL-IlUDA said 

** My Lord, b(‘fiire di*aliiig with the resolution I should like to give a 
short history of the (Miiploynieiit of pleader-commissioners for (executing 
surveying commissions bHc.iiiS'^ the facts staUsl by the Hon’ble Mover of the* 
rc'solutioii arc incomph'te. Originally this work was entrusted to civil court 
amins. Apart from other defects it was foun I that tln‘ retention of a 
ptM-manent imdastic staff to do fluctuating work was undesirable ami in 1890 
Messrs. Toynbee and Stevens recommend(‘d tin' total abolition of the 
system and the employment of junior jileadto’S on that duty. In 1896 the 
Hon’bh* Judges of the High Court were consulted and they expressed 
tiiemselves on the whoh* in favour of making the (*xperimont and, as a 
necessary first step, n^'oinincmbMl tin* repeal of Act XII of 1 8,^)6 so far as 
Hengal was eoncerned. Accorvlingly tlie Act was al>olish<‘d in 1899. To 
tt‘Kt the knowledge of pl(‘ad(‘rs to he employed, from 1902 an examination 
was institnt(*d to ho lu'ld evi*ry year at the Sihpur, Patna, Dticca and Cuttack 
Colleges under tln^ control of the PJeadc'rs’ Survey Examination Ihiard. In 
April 191‘l, the Hoard reported that they wt‘n* not satisfnnl with the resnits 
ol the (ixaminations and were of o[)inion that it was not possihh*. for pleaders 
with tiuur scanty o portunitles for learning and practising surve y to b(*coin(‘ 
a cnni]ietent agtmey for tlie performance* of this important [('chnicfil work 
and recomnumded tlie organisation of a skilled service of surveyors or the 
eih] loyiiient of some oth(*r ag(‘ncy for the performanct* of the work now done 
l»y pleader-coinmisKioners. In May J 911. Government consulted the Ilon’bh* 
Judges of the High Court ou the fiuestion, and the IloiriJe Judges aftm* 
<u>usulting all tlie l)istrict Judges under thmn recommendeil the aliandonment 
of th(< present system and tlie ereatiiin of a st*rvice of sp.'cially trained 
men in surveying, and suggested that tin* system should he tried in sedected 
areas. In sup; ort of their reconimmidatioii tlu^ Ilnii’IJn Judges refernal to 
numerous complaints received of tin* unsalisfaetoi y maimer in vvhi(di 
surveying commissions issueil hy Civil Cnurts W(*re being attmided to and to 
the opinions received from the District Judges, wlio were on thi^ whole 
nnfavoiirahle u) the existing systtmi of pleader-eonimissioners and considm*t‘(l 
them to he expensive, dilatory and not easily ammiable to elurk and mmtrol. 

Tli(‘ question has simu* been under tlu* coiisidi*ration of this Goveriimenl. 
As the Hi^li (’ourt have condemned the ]»resent agency of pleader-commis- 
sioners it has hecome iieci^ssary to find a Hiihstituti*. We cannot accept tin? 
contention that the Judge's of the High Court are not compi'ttMil to advise 
in a matter like this. We are at present drawing up estimates of a new 
scheme and wh(*n ready it will he submitted to tin* High Court and the 
Council may rest assured that no orders will he passed witlnuit the lullest 
consideration of tin* views of those who are competent to give an opinion of 
value on the question. W(* canno"., howeviir, accept the resolntioii in its 
present form, hut in view of what I liave said it !8 for the Hon’ble Mover ol 
the resolution to considcu* whether he will serve any useful purpose by 
pressing it,” 

Tlie Hon’ble MAULVl A. K. FAZL-Ul.-HAQ said 

“The Hon’ble Member in reply to my resoUitiou has twice referred 
to the High Court. As to the opinion whicli has lieen given, and whmh 
has perhaps led to tln^. circular letter which has bec'ii addressed to 
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(knudkuri, ^ 

Uj(‘ DiKirict and SeHsioiiH Judg(‘H, I l»av<! already said that so far as 
I am eoncrmed, ] am not one of those who is daz(‘d hy the judicial 
glamour of the High Court, and I n peat that tlie High (’oiirt Judges are not 
n(’(*(‘sKaiily enmjx'tent to advise (lovernment for th<^ v(‘ry siinjde reason that 
ihey seldom liave any occasion deal with the reports or wilh the work of 
these coinniissioners, first hand. I am certainly very ^hid to hear that 
Governmi'iit ])ropos(* to (‘onsult tliose who are comp(‘t(‘nt to give advici^ in this 
matter. It is for tliis reason that in moving this ri‘Solulioij. I sugL’ested that 
the judicial oHic(‘rs, m(‘aning hy that munsiffs and 8iih(a‘dinate judgi's, sliould 
i)e consulted if any consultation is at all necessary, and I rc})eat that it will 
serv(‘ vi'ry iittle ])urj)os(‘ if tin* consuhaticjii is only confined to tin* Hieh (h)uit 
Judges, or (Wcn tlie District Jiidg( s. for eviui the* lat1(‘r have seldoiii any 
(H'casion iodc’al with thi‘ work of tlu' phsidcu -commissioners. 

As far as I can umhu’stand tin* IlonMJi* Memlxu- in (diargt* is ready to take 
fh(* opinion of lhos<^ who are competent to a<lvis(‘ in this matter, and I think 
I may fairly claiin that Ciovenmieiit Jiav<^ acc(‘[)ted my resolution.” 

Thi^ noii’l.l(‘ NAWAH SYEl) SHAMS- (TL-HUDA said 
“ I hav(‘ not n'alJy accei>ted tin* n'solution.” 

The H()n’hh‘ M AUI.VI A. K. FAZL-IIL-HAQ said 

“ Since the Hon’hle Meniher giv(*s the assurance that (iov(‘rnm(*nt are 
going to consult those who ar(‘ eonijielent to advise in this matter. 1 heg to 
withdraw my resolution.” 

'File resolution was tlien, hy leav(‘ of tin* President, w itlidrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 18. 

The Hon’hle R AJA M A II KNDRA RANJAN llAV CHAUDHURJ was to 
have moved the following n^solution : — 

‘‘ This ('oiincil rectjuimends to tin* (lovernor in (haineil that all travelling 
and hall ing allowance's of (iazette*d Ollict'rs in (’ivil Deparlmemts, in(Jutling 
Members of (h)uncil, h(^ St o])])ed for a ])eriod of two years, and the momy 
thus saved hi' us(*d for starling a fund, which shall also biMjpen to j)uhli*c 
suhscriptions. and which shall hi* known as the Dengal Patriotic Fund for 
the Benefit of Disabled Soldiers ; and its ])roeeeds devoted, in accordance^ 
w'ith the reeommendations of a (hanmittee to he a])| ointed heri'after, tow’ards 
heli)ing disahh'd soldiers of His Majesty’s Jndian Armv re'turning from the 
War.” 

He* aaiei : — 

“ My Lorel. in vie*w of the* edie'i'ry budget just ])re*S(*nteeI anel ] asseel by 
the*. (Tove*rnmi*nt of India giving a fairly large* sc()j)e to most pe'oj le^ for the 
exe'rcise of patriotism and which, doiileth'ss in due* course, will he* further 
i‘xtenele*d. anel owing to certain oili(*v re*aFons suhseejui'iitly ]>ointeil out to me*. 

I hi'g with your E.\ce‘lle*iiey’s j ermission, to withdi^w the* n solution standing 
against my name*.” 

Ihe resolution was tlien, hy leaver of the Ih’eside'iit, withdrawn. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


'Jhe Oouncil was the n adjonriud lo Momlav, the 13th March, 1916, at 

llA.M. 


Cau'Otta ; 

Thi I6fh Match, WJfi 


A. M. HUTOHJSON, 

Hecrvtnrji to the (Jovt, of Be mjal uvd 
Serrvtnni to the Bengal Lf*(jidaU‘vc 
Council 


B. S. Press— 3(e 3- U. N. K. 



Ahslraci of (he Prqceedinga of the Bengal LeqiHlaUve Council asse.nbled 
the promsions of ike irovenunmt of India Jci, l^lo, 

ffwi Council met in llie Council Cliaiiiher in GovernnunU House on 
Monday, the 13th March, 19H). at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Ri^ylit lloirhle Thomas David, IIaron Carmichael 
OF Skirlino. o.c.i.e., K.C.M.G., Covenior of (he Presidency of Fort 
Williani in Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Lyon, c.s.i., Vice-President. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sykd Shams-ul-Hdda. 

The Hon’blo Mr. N. I). Hkatson Bell, c.s.i., c.i.k. 

The llon’ble Coi.. W. U. Edwards, c.b., c.m.g. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Lanu. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. C. 1)e, <u,e. 

The Hon’ble .Mr. «). Donald. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Birlky, c.i.k. 

The Hon’bh^ Mr. 11. H. Ckkex. 

The llon’l)le Mr. C. 11. Bompas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. C. Mitra. 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. W. Hornell. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. ¥. Payne. 

/The Hon’ble Mr. E. B. H. Panton. 

The Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukiiar.ii Bahadur. 

The Uon’ble Mr. 11. J. Hilary. 

The Hou’ble Nawab Bahadur of •Murshidabad, k.c.s.i., k.c.v.o., 
' Amir-ul-Omrah. 

The Hon’ble Sir Satyendra Prasanna Sinha, Kt. 

The lion’ble Db. Nilbatan Sabkar. 

The HonTble Raja HBWHiKBaii Laha, o.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Me. R. Glen. 
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Questmis and Answers, 
liaja M, li\ If ay Chandhuri ; Mr, De. 


‘ [ 18 th March, 


Tlie Hon’hic Mu. livoMKEs Chakkayakti. 

/riu* noil’l)lo ISlU B1.IAY ClIANli MaHTAH, K.C.K.I., K.O.I.E., ^ I.O.M#, 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Hurd wan. 

The Jloii’hle Haja Shoshi Kanta Acharyya Chadduuki Bahadur. 

Tlui llon’ble Dii. Dkha Prasad SAiiHADiiiKARr, c.i.k. 

The Hnn'hlc JUmj Bamtaran Haner.ji. 

Tli(' Htm’ble Ha] IUdua Charan Pal Bahadur. 

Tht^ H()n’l)le Mr. E. II. JJray. 

Th(! Iloirble Mr. a. Birkmyre. 

Tlie Hon’hh* Mr. W. T. Oricf. 

riu* Hon’blr Mr. E. A. Martin. 

The Hon Mile Mr. Golam 11 ossein (Ussim A riff. ‘ 

The Hon’bh^ Maulvi Mazharttl Anwar (-haudhitri. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharraf Hussain. 

The Hoii’lde Mauj.vi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Hoii’ble Maharaja Kan.a.iit Sinha of Nashipur. 

The llon’ble 1 {a.ia Maiikndra Kan.ian Bay Ghaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Ghaudhuri, Khan Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Bai Prasanna Kumar Bay Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra N.ath Bay. 

The Hon’i)le Bai Hari Mohan Ohandra Bahadur. 

Tlie Hoii’ble (- 11 AUDHURI Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

The llon’ble Babu Upendra Lal Bay. 


LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 1. 

UNSTARI|ED QUESTIONS. 

l\y the Him’ble BAJA MAIIENDBA KANJAN BAY (HlAUDHUBl 

1. Will the (hmuTimont be pleaBed to state the an^as cleared of jungle 
ill the last two yi^arH in each district, the amount spent in each on road-side 
drainage the cleansing and excavating and re-excivating of tanks and wells 
and in filling up insanitary hollows and dc^pressions ? 

Tlu‘ folh wing answer by the Hoii’ble Mr. DE was laid on the table 

* 

“ A stati'inent giving the information required is laid on Hkj table.” 
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Queationn and Aimrers. 
Mr. De. 


Statement refenHe'd to in the Answer bi/ the Hon’ule Mr. De to Question No. I (u 
starred) ashed by the IIon’bijb IIaja Mahendba Kanjan Kay Chauduuki at t 
Council Meeting of the I3fh March, WHS. 


BI'KDVVAN 



Kai^haiii 


iVadia 

PREsiiiEsn I Murs)iidabu<l 
JoHsori* 

L I Kliiihia 
I UujHluilii 
I iMimjpiir 
Jal|)uigun 
I DarjDidiiig 
' liniigpiir 
; Bogra 

I 

! Pal.iia 
Muldu 
f I 1 )acca 

MymaiiHingh 
Faridpul 
1 1 Bukargaiij 
Chittagong 

"WTAii,)s,i ^Tippora 
Noakhali 




Oaiva 


■{ 


lyu-ifj 

1914-15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 
1913-14 
1914 15 

1913- 14 

1914 - 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 
1913-14 
1914 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 
1913 14 
1914-15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 
I9li-14 
1914-15 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 
1913 14 . 
1914-15 


Au«h clearoil of jui kIhh. 


Nut availahlu 
Ditto 

1,28 > ai.'iiH , . 

540 „ 

70 iitiloH + 2 aq. iiiilea 
58 iitiluh -I- 2 Hij.iiiiluH 
Not availahlu 
Ditto 

18.004.000 H(j. lent 

14.044.000 Bcj. „ , 


I 1 53 villager 
I 1 ^ K(| iniloK 

i „ 

314 uciuK 
420 „ 

. » 

i 20 „ 


1 0 aorus 
35 „ 


214'734 an OH 
214-734 „ 

4 Hq. miles 
3.1 


I ^ Ki|. higlias 
9.1 „ 


Not availahlu 
i Ditto 


Nut availahlu 
Ditto 
32 miloa 
60 „ 



Amount trasT hn 

- 

Itnad-sidp 

CliimiHiiiK, 

nxi'arntiiia miuI 

yiiiiuB up i> 

d uiti iKu. 

ri'-«>*(cavHiliia of 
taiik.H anti wmlb. 

iiiMaiiitaiy liolUia 

(IPpIltWlOllM. 

5 

fi 

7 

11s. 

Us. 

Us. 

Not availahlu 

10,259 


Ditto 

47,009 


1,191 

20,517 

271 

1,991 

15,281 

440 

3,000 

5,373 

aaa 

2,905 

7,0.38 

... 

V 

51,004 

c 

c 

18,7.50 

o 

17,433 

7,039 

1,814 

17,701 

14,055 

1,808 

... 

3,012 

... 

14,014 

... 

885 

0,802 


4,!»U7 

20.550 

2,090 

33,513 

12,141 

84 

38,801 

20,910 

84 

8,590 

11,092 

20,473 

... 

4, .349 

108 

1,015 

13,393 

400 

2,073 

18,354 


3,758 

19,388 

35,092 

" 45 

2,850 

7 

3,404 

8,921 

2,525 

307 

22,353 


... 

...t 

...t 

... 

...t 

...t 

*529 

!!! 

... 

... 

1 ,842 

... 

... 

1,709 

... 

2,722 

14,908 

... 

2,101 

17,512 

517 

... 

22',912 

••• 

... 

27,737 

... 

... 

4,974 

... 

... 

21,091 

... 

... 

0,208 

... 

4,779 

17,333 

112 

9,790 

49,235 

2,737 

8,809 

00,593 

145 

+ 

...+ 

..4 

+ 

...+ 

+ 

X 

+ 

••• + 

1 

■-•+ 

1,015 

31,807 

... 

3,104 

37,027 


20,080 

17,218 

180 

14,102 

17,087 

... 

... 

} ■'■*7,i»78§ 1 

... 

3,300 

10,112 


42,239 

24,737 

... 


I 


t columns (5) nnd (7) are afullnble. Total flijarwi am lls. 21.247 and Rs. IS.tOI, rM|iei‘tlr«ly, for 1913-14 and 1914-15. 

t Tito •” asallaW®. Total llifareH lor colamiu («) and (7) an* tti. 5,-ib9 and lt<. 8,731 for 1913-14 and lui 1-15, rewtlTsly. 

* ySuri tor ““ “““ 
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Queations and Ansmrs. 

^ liaj.i J/. IL Hay Chaudhuri ; J/r. Dp, 


[13th March, 


By the lioii’blp [UFA MAHKNDRA RANJAN RAY (JHAUDHURI 

ill Jf. Will tlip (xoviMTimpni 1 )p pleasod to statP the miinher of trained 
dhais now pinploypd l»y oach Dintricr Board and tlit* names of the villafifOB to 
which they are posted ? * ^ 


Tlip following aiiRWtn* hy the Hon’hh* Mh. DE was Jaid on the table : — , 

A statenuMir. giviiirjf the infonnation reciiiired i« laid on the table.’* 

Statement referred t) in tk* Answn- hy the Hos'iMaE Mr. De to Qimtion 
No. 11 {iinstfirred) aHk&t hy the Hon’ble Raja Maiiendua Kanjan Ray 
OiiAUDlllTRl at the (hunrit meetin'i of the 13th March, 19J6. 

Dhmtm (MIdwIvas). 

Number of lJkat$ 

. (mitJwm-h) 

Oi'^tnct. emplovedhy When* nUlioned 

Board 


Birbhuin ... 

• 

3 

' Suri. 

Jiampiirhat. 

. liabpur. 

Mymensiiigli 

6 ^ 

f Radar. 

Dinajpur. 

{ Rherpur. 

1 Tangail. 

1 Bazitpiir. 

Jessorc 

1 

[ Riwlar. 

( Hospital. 

Dacca 

- 1 

i Munshigiinj. 

[ Narayangauj. *' 

Bakarganj ... 

3 

f Pcrojptir. 

IBiola 

i Patuakliali. 

Noakhali 

1 

Feiii. 

- 

Tippcra 

- 1 

Brahmaiiberia. 

^ Cluindpiir. 

Dinajpnr ... 

' 1 

Thakiirgaoii. 

Balurghat. 

Raiigpur 

6 

' Kandy Dispensary. 
Kakimi „ 

Gaibandha „ 
TCiirigmm „ 
UJipur „ 

Nilphamari 

Pabiia 

1 

Rahazadpii r. 


No olher Diitrict Boardu employ trained mid wiveii. 


By tlui Hon’ble RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN RAY CHAUDHURI * 

III. ill the (Government be pleased to state what practical measures 
were carried out in the years 1914 and 1916 by the Sanitary Department and 
the District Boards in each district towards the improvement of village sanita- 
tion and the supply of goo 1 drinking water, and also the amounts spent by 
each District Board for those purposes ? 
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The following answer by tli(^ lion'ble Mk. DE was lalil on the table : — 

•* A statement showing tin* expeiidituiv of (‘aeli District Hoard on 
these objects during the past two years, and the nature of their activities, is 
laid on the table. The I)e])artinent of the Sanitary Commissioner is not 
concerned with carrying out works of this nature. No scheme hjis been 
executed under the supervision {)f the Sanitary Engineer outside municipal 
areas.” 

StdfrnieHf rrferrrtf to" in tkv Anstrrr htj ttu HoN'blk Mk. De /o 

Xo, ][! (tnififftrrnl) askrd tnj the IFon kle U\J.\ Mauexdra Kanjan Eay 
Chauduvri ot iUv (Jonurif Mrrtnnj af ftir 13th March. 10 Hi. 

water-supply. 


DlSIRl' 1 


I Iill4-15. 



IIm. I Kk. 


Hkmarks. 


Ilooglily 

IvuikIimIiI 

Myiuciimngh 

Jali»ugnii 

Nadiii 

l)inait»ur 

lauigpiir 
Hum! wan 
Bankuru 

Kliulna 

Hirbliiiin 

HuNM'ah 

J«*Hsorc 

Faridpnr 

24-l*argaiisifl 

MiirRliidiiliind 

Bogra 

Pai)ntt 

Mulfti 

iMidiiapni e 

Noakliali 

I'akaigiin j 


Ciiittiigoiig 

Dari'ii 


llouglily 

IlajHlialii 


MvTSlIlgll 

dalp ugnri 

Ninli.) 


Dliiiijpni 

liiiiig]>nr 

liiiiikiira 

Kliiiliiii 

Bii’IjImiiu 


H'-wiah 

Jossore 

Faridpin* 


i: 4 , 5 r.« 

5 . 2 SH 

5,H70 

14.1I0H 

in, 259 

2.954 

19 ;i2K 

20.517 : 
;4,012 ' 

11.517 i 
47,82 K ! 

Ii, 8 fi 2 I 
(1,591 ! 

22,912 I 

4.954 
(•i. 2 o 9 ; 

51 904 ; 
12.409 ' 
17,218 ! 


... ' 1 i (545 

' 49.235 


0,914 I K.cav.iting ;n>d ro- ‘xcax .ititig of tiiiikK, prciMratio i of wat( r- 
siipply legiHtcr*' and iii.ipt'. 

22.022 E,\oa\ating ami olr.iriiii of tanks and widls and sinking id 

tnlif Wfllh. 

3(5.019 Exi-ivating ol tanks and uidls. 

(5,54(1 Sinking of pip'* wells for snppK of good d inking watoi. 

19.023 (’(lUHtrnctinn of iimKonry wflls, silt-olcanng, sinking and 

topaiis of existing wills. 

8,721 I Boting operation, lepuinng existing wills, exeavilion of 
' tanks and survey of w'atvi -works. 

17,512 ' Excavalioii of tanks and widls and repair^ to tliein. 

47,059 Oitto ditto. 

5,994 Oitto ditto proNiding 

lifting appal iitus to widls. 

35 08(5 E\oa\ation and lo exoavation of tanks and niaiiitaining 
I oxisting soiiiiTh of wutei-'iipply. 

17,09(1 Ex'ravation and re-oxca\ atioii of tanks and n*)>;iiri. (o llioin. 
14,(514 I Ditto ditto wmUs. 

28,1.52 E\i*a\ation of tanks and wells. 

34,030 E\<*a\ation, ri-oxeavation and clearing iil I auks and \\<dls. 
2(1.55(5 Exea\ .ition, etc., of tanks. 

17.389 , ExcaMition and re-excavalion of tanks, w«lls and ttdx* well . 

27.737 ' Ki -exeaNatmc mid sinking wells, repairinn of existnig wells. 

21.(191 K\ea\aMon of tankM and sinking of iiiasom v wells. 

17,334 ' Exeii\atmg tanks and coiistrnction of glints. 

24,128 E\eHViiiii'g of tanks and wells .mil rejmirs to them. 

53,(175 , dealing and exe.ixatiiig of t.inks and kfudn. 

23 187 I Exeasaiiiig and i«‘-i*\cavating tanks and elfin ing weeds 
I tliirefnnii, eontnhution (owaids Baiisal and rcio)piir 
• w.iter-woiks anil eoutiihnlion to Colon i /.at ion Dfpaitnifiit 
j for tanks in the Snndarhan . 

42,433 ' E\ea\al.ion and i o-.*xi: ivaLion of (auks ami wi IK. 

(50,59.1 ' Bxlm\ iti .g :iiid e\e.i\atiM'^ ot tanks and wnlK. 

Sanitary oharges. 


5,190 

3,0^2 


5,1578 
244 
5 050 
99i) 

... ( 5,889 

981 

... ‘55 

4.442 

...H 5 'h 584 


i,7r.9 

3,722 

*2.5(53 


4.94(5 Vili.ige s.initation. 

3, (5(53 l*if\«*:iUon ol tholeia ejodfioies. Iil'ing np ol ins.nn! iiy 

((itches, pay »l Nuniliii; Inspeel'O' i;id I lee supph of 

• luiiiine. 

2 ( 5 sV I’iliing Mp of n, i ntai > pi(-H, eiitting |tn,gle‘' ,u. ) digging ol 
(dams 

4,058 ' ' niih.iiiiig epidemie di-.MM's .iiid lie * di'-l rihiitim. "t 

li'inine 

11,3(55 C’leaimg lO’glee.load ^ide di.iins aie' w 'Is 'd tlf \i:)'ii,i 

i.h.iiii.el 

1 , 1 97 \ illage siiiilatioii. 

8,(538 Jiuigle citMi'iiig :ind Nillag*' iir.upag<‘. 

2,50(5 ' I’lf.in' g iiii'gh'*', ^ ilkig** di.iioagf wi ik. .i id gnai'ling l.ioss 

l( 5 o * If.iriiig. inngles. 

3,155 ('learing iiingles a-.d iiiakii g village di u. 

7,75(5 Clearing of latrines, use of dianifeel aul . in times .d « |.i- 
demies, sanitary !irrangi*ineiiL in //o'5. c!e. mi g jiii g’-', 
tilling sij* of dohuH and low lands, reino\al of ir. healthy 
matters and clearing of tanks, etc. 

3,1)90 Jniiglo clearing, etc. 

3,160 Consuiwaucy, .viliugo diaimige, and pay of Sanitary 
' Inspoetors. 

1 , 8*22 Improving roadside drains and cl(*aring inngles. 


T4 QneitiMB and AnSicSfs. [13th llAfiffi, 

Jfa/a M. B, Bay Ghaudhun ; itaulvi Fazl-ul-Eaq ; J/r. De ; Mr, Kerr, 


Digliid. 


1 

1 1914.15. 

1 

Kemaiiks. 


JN. 

Uh. 

1 

24-PaiguiiaH 

1,552 

, 9,335 

i . 

1 

1 Pay and trav<dlii)g allowances of Sinitary Inspectors, 

1 chargus for cholera niodi^nius, cioariiig road'side drains, 
froM supply of «|uininu, clearing jiinglos and filling np 
holes. 

Mill sliiiliili.itJ 

G 87 

3,667 

ChargBM for disfnfection, fnsc distrilnili'in of (piiiiine and 
clearing jungles, etc 

Bug^i'.i 

20 

809 

Oee diMiiibiition of (pihiine and other medicines, pay and 
allowance of travelling doctors 

Pain u 

147 

1,0.51 

Clearing jungles and pay ofBarritary Inspectors. 

Maliia 

248 

1,870 

S^nitarj iinpro\euidnt in villages. 

Midtiapore 

28,081 

20,547 

Clearing weeds, haling of impnf^ water of tanks, clearing 
pingles and draiim, *iilling up ditches, untcrtaiiinient of 
Sanitary li^pectors, (Mimhating epidenii- diseases, sanitjiry 
arrangement in me/os and fairs 

Dacca 

13, .532 

13,020 

Jungle elearing, road side drainage of villages and lilling up 
insanitary liollows. 

Noakiiali 

2,282 

1,519 


Bakargaiij 

0,409 

4,007 

Impioviiig /.7<a/s, constnuliun of kutcha drains, filling up 
of ditelie*. and clearing |Uiigies. 

CliittagoDg ... 

80 

1,475 

1 1 list iihiit ion of (piiniiie and eoinhating cholera epidemics and 
sanitary arrangements iii the meUiH. 

Tipjiera 

10,112 

24,137 

. 

' Tle-excavntion of hhaln. 


liy the JJon’hle HAJA MAIIENJJRA RAN.IAN KAV (JUAU])]HIhM :- 

Kuraeong liu- IV. Will tlici GovermiiPiit !»{' plrMsi^d to sfate whal practical iVHuits 
rovemoijt Fund ijave HO far att(?nJod the lal)ours of the Kurseoiiij liuprovi‘iiieiit, Fund 
Committee? 

Thp following aiiHwer by tlio Jlon’ble Mu. DE was laid on the tabh* : — 

“ The Kurseong Improvement Coiuiiiittoe- was abolitthed in May, 
1915. During its existence this Committee completed and maintained the 
Bourdillon Road, planted trees and flowers along the Pankabari. Road, 
constructed roadside shelters, contributed annually a sum of Rs. 250 to the 
Kurseong Flower and Vegetable Show and spent about Rs. 700 a year on the 
development of the Rifle Range which is used as a boys' playground." 

By the Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ •— 

Theca«eof two Government aware of a case in which one Aiuikul 

locasuapects Chandra ()hakravarty and one Blniban Belfary Bose were pnxieeded against 
at Dacca and bound down iindoi; st^ctioii 109 of *thc Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure l)y tln^ doint Magistrate of Dacca ? 

(i) Will the Oovernineiit bo pleased to say wdiether it is a fact that an 
ordtM- of internment had already been issued against one of those tw^o persons 
undiM- the Didence of India Act when the procee<tings uikIlm* 'section 109 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure wcut commenced ? 

(r'j Is it a fact that both tlnjst* persons were JarreshMl by the Police^ at 
5-30 A. M. on ih(’ 18th November, 1915, and wen‘ not j)r(Klueed before any 
Magistrate until 2 I'.m. on the day following, j.e., more than 32 hours after 
their arrest ? 

{d) Are the Government inquiring into tin; cause of th(‘ alleged undue 
detention ? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR was laid on the table 

*• (a) Yes* 

(6) An order under Rule 3 of the Defence of India Rules directing 
Anukul Chafcravarty to take up his residence at Coutai was served, in his 
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MdUlvt Fazl^uUlIaq ; J|/r. De, 

abfiPDliCOt Oft liiB father on the 8th Koveiiibor 11)15 by the' ISuporintondeiit of 
Polioc?, Noakhali, ill acoordaiice with section 70 of the Criminal Pr«.)cviluiv 
Code. Anukul was arn^ste^d in Dacca on the iStli Noveinht'r 1915, and 
prosecuted under section 109 of the Criminal Procedure CimIo. 

(c) and (ti) It is a fact that thos(‘ two in'rsoiis wen' arresteil l)y the 
Superintendent of Police at the begfinning of the H(*arch in tin* early morning: 
ol the 18th November. They wen* stmt to the court shortly before noon on 
the following day. It is n‘i)orted that this breach of tlhi Jaw was <lne to tin' 
fact that tin* accused wen* arrestid lor the second time- al 12-HO p.m. on th(' 
IStli November, after tin* conclusion of the st'arch, by a Sub- Inspect or who 
was not awan* of their previous formal arrest by the Supt'rintciident of Police, 
and coiiBeciuciitly considered binisc'lf entitled to hold them under arrest until 
noon (HI the 19tli. The Governor in Council regrets that llie Jaw slnmld havi' 
been infringed in tjds way, but he is satisfied that a Immt-fide mistake was 
made, and does not ])roj)osc to takt' ary fiirlhm- action in ibt' mnlt(‘r. ’ 

By Hm Hon'bh^ MAULVI A. K. KAZL-UL-IIAQ 

VI. Will the GoveniiiK'nt be pleased Instate wha! the total number of 
students has bi'en in the Survt'y Scdiool al Ijalinai Hill in 'I’lppt'ra sinev' its 
establishjJient ? 


The following answer by the Uon’ble Mu. DK laid on ibt‘ table 
“ A statement giving th(> information recjlimi W laid on the table. ' 


Siatenient referred to in the Answer b,if the Hox’blk Mit. J)k to Question No, VI asked 
hy the Hox’bj.E Maclvi A. K. FAZr-ui.-Il \q nt the Counril Mvctmff of the hJtli 
March, 1916. 

Fii>( \«‘ur S<T()n<l \i'<ir K»niiiij;oc*h 
''tiid'iits. htiidiMts. iii traiuih^ 

191;M4 ... ... ... 41 

1914- 15 ... ... ... :{5 ... J 

1915- 10 ... ... ... 20 11 .‘J 


By the Huii’hle MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-IlAy 

V^II. Will the Governm(*iit In* pleased to lay on the table a sratiuiK'iit 
showing the nuinbur.jjf students on iln* rolls— ^ 

(/) of th(‘ VVrnacnlar Survey (dasses at Dacca, ami 

(^) of th(' Mechanical and Kh*ctrical branch of the Dacca School of 
KiigiiuM'ring, 

for five years prior to tlujir ahofititm ? 


J he following answ’i'i* by the lion ble Mk. DK was laitj oii tin* table : — 

“A statement giving the re(|uireil information as regar’s tlie 
Verimcular Survey classes at Dacca is laid on the table. The Mechanical and 
Electrical branch of the Dacca School of Engineering has only existed since 
July 1913.” 


Statement referred to hy the Hon’dle Mr. 1)k w his Answer to (Question No. VII 
(unstarred) asked- hy i7/^HoN’BLE Maui.vi A. K. P.izi.-ul-Haq at the Council Meeting 
of the 13th March, 19)6 J 


(1) SuHVKV Cr\ssEs at Da(ta. 



NiimiitT (if tH 


till tiic nilla 

1909-10 

ITl 

1910-11 

131 

1911.12 

123 

1912-13 

... Ill ’ 

1913-14 

86 


NiitnlK'i 
stiiili'iit'' ii 
Sin\f\ Nell 
[jiiltiDii 
ri|)|K'ni. 


Nuuibcr 
stiiiJriitH in 
iiLxiiisiicii 
tion^ at Dac 
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Quediom and Answe>-8.' 
Mauivi Fazl-ul-Haq ; Mr, De, ‘ 


[13th Mabch 


( 2 ) MkCHANICAL and ElECTKICAI. liRANC'H OF THE DaCTA ScHOOL <J>F ENGINEERING. 

Nl’MHKIl OK STrr»KNrs. 

Fir»*t year. Second year. 

1913 - 14 ... 4 ‘ 

1914- 15 ... 5 4 

Kntf . — No new ndmi.sioiis Mere iiiiicle in 1015-10. 

}iy Ilic Unu’l.l ' M.vri.vi A. K. FAZL-rL-lIAQ 

Till' Siiiv<-\ VIll. Will t lji“ ( i()Vri'iiiiii-nl. lie |)l(‘:is('(l til i-l.il c — 

School til Ijiiliiiiii 

Hill. Tipix-ru ({) wlictln r tlii' s<‘li«)()l at Laliiiai Hill is a res ih^itial inslitii- 

tifjii ; 

;//) if so. iih‘ ajiproxiniatf luonthly cost iiifunvcl hy each 
srudrnt ; ami 

(///; tli(‘ priKi)e(‘t< of stii liMits wJio piss out of thc^ said 
school? 

The following answer liy the HoiriJe ^^K. DE was laid on tlu‘ table : — 

''[ 7 } The seho )l at Manainatti is a residential institution, hut 
a few local students are allowed to live at their homes. 

(^) The approximate monthly cost, including school fees and messing 
charges, is Rs. 12-8. 

{3) Appointments have been obtained by students who have passed out 
of the school in the Bengal Traverse party, Municipal Engineering offices, 
District Settlement offices, as Civil Court Commissioner and in the service of 
private estates.’’ 

By tdie Hon’hlr MAUL VI A. K. KAZL-UL-HAQ — 

OiBt of iipkffp IX. Will tho Covcrnnioiit he pleased to state — 
of the SurM'V 

School at Laltiuii (/) i he average annual cost of ujikeep of the- Survey (School 

Hill, Tippm. Lalmaniill ; and 

(/«’), tlh' reduction in maintenance charges effected hy the 
abolition ol the Survey classes in connection wdth 
the Dacca School of Engineering? 

The following answi-r by the Ilon’hle Mk. DE was laid on the table : — 

**i/)The annual c st of upki*ep of the . Survey School at Manainatti 
Hill, exclusive of capital charges on account of the buildings, amounted to 
Rs. 17,747 in the year 1913-14, Rs. 22,753 in the year 1914-15 and Rs. 9,575 
iroiji the 1st April" 1916, Jto the 31st January, 1916. 

(J) The abolition of the Survey classes iiiH?onnection with the Dacca 
s, liool of Engineering has resulted in a reduction of Rs. 2,640 a year under 
‘ i\lMint«‘ii;uic<‘ charges.’ ” 

Hv ih.‘ llnud.le MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HA(j 
lVaol:in;i stall < f X \ii) Wil 1 t lie ( h ivi'mineur l)e plonscd to stato-^ 

I’orlaiii iiholisl.t 

iii-tiiiitioiis .t 1 7- what positions arc now occupied by the tojicln'rs 

**'^'*'‘ w:io used to serve, exclusively — 

(/; ill the Survey elasses of the Dacca School 
of Engim'ering ; and 

(/?) ill the Mechanical and Electrical branch of 
tlic said school ; 



1916.] 


(Questions and Ansmrs. 
Mr. D(\ 


77 


iiow iriany of rhom to belong to tlie graded 

services in the Education IK^partnient ; 

what, their r(»8p(»ctiv(* grades and (unolume.ntB 
were at the tiiiu? of the abolition of their classes • 
and 

how each of th(‘in is nf»w otnployed ? 

(6) Has any nienib(*r of th(' t(‘aching statif of the Dacca School 
of Engin(*ering beini transhn-reii, discharged or tnnision- 
ed off, or is any such st(‘p contemi)lated, as a result of 
such aboliti(jn, and. if so, on what terms ? 

The following answer by the Hoirbh^ Min DK was laid on the table 

'' M (^) lO Th(» two teachers of the abolishe<l Survey classes of tho 
Dacca School of Engineering are not now ii> the service of Government. It 
is believed that they are at ])resent out of employment. 

(it) The posts held by the two teachers of the Mechanical and Electrical 
branch will be abolished from 1st A[)ril next. Tliese teachers still hold their 
appointments at the Dacca School of EngineeriTig. 

Both teachers of the Sui'vey classes were in the Subordinate Educa- 
'tionaJ Servi(!e when these classes were abolished. Both teachers in the 
Mechanical and Engineering bi*anch are now in that service. 

(3) Their respective grades and emoluments : — 

Sunu'if Iffjfarfment. 


Name. (.irade Emoltiiix'ntK. 

Krt. 

Babu Ihhu (’hamlra Majnmdar ... (.Muhh YI of tin* Subordi- 75 

nati* Kducalional Service. 

Uaripuua Baiierji ... ... CdaHH VIII of tlie Subordi- 50 

nate Educational Service. 


Mf'chan icul and Ehrh'icaf Braurh. 

NaiiR*. Orade. EmoIiiinent». 

Ra. 

Habu Auimesh Chandra Ghosh ... Claas IV of the Subordi nato 125 

Educational Service. 

„ Kshirod Chandra Sen ... Class Vlll of the Subordi- 50 

nate Educational Service. 

(4) The answer to this question is covered by those given in reply to 
Questions (a) (1) (i) and (ii). 

(6) Babu Kshirod Chandra Sen, one of the two teachers of the Mechanical 
and Electrical branch, is under orders of transfer to the Chittagong Collegiate 
School. The pay of the post is Rs. 45 a month outside the grades, but the 
arrangment will nbt involve any loss to him as it is proposed to allow him to 
draw his grade pay up to 31st March, 1916, and thereafter to appoint him 
to a vacancy that will be available in the Subordinate Educational Service. 
He will in that event be given the same place in the grade that he at present 
enjoys. The other teacher of that branch — Babu Animesh Chandra Gbivsh — 
has served for three years. He will be eligible for compensation gratuity if 
he cannot be provided with an appointment elsewhere. The two teachers in 
the Survey classes of the Dacca School of Engineering are eligible for com- 
pensation pension o^ gratuity in accordance with the Civil Service Regula- 
tions and their cases are now under the consideration of the Director of Public 
Instruction. Beniral. 
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Questions and Answers — Revised Financial Statement. [13tr MakcHi 
Mauivi Fazl-td Haq; Mr. Kerr ; Mr. Beatson Bell. 


' J5y the Hoii’hlo MAUL VI A. K. FAZL-UL-IIAQ 


Hou8e-Ht*airlK*s 

Dacca. 


XI. (fl) Will tlio Oovorninent he pleasiMl to state whether it is a fact 
that on the Irtth Novoinher, 1915, Mr. Tegart, Deputy InSt)ectoV-Geiieral 
of Police, together with th(‘ District Superinti^ndeiit of Police of Dacca, 
conducted a hmise-searcli at a ])lace called Alur-Ilazar in Dacca and took 
away quite a number of apparently innocent-looking artich3H on the strength of 
a search warrant wliich einpoweriid them to s(‘arch the house and 8 (UZ (3 arms, 
papers, dexjumonts and other articles or things relating to the alleged oBenco 
under section 395 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(i) Is it a fact that, among the articles seized and carried away by the 
Police on the said (XJcasion, them were, besides household utensils of every 
day use, jnctures of iSri (Jhaitaiiya and Swami Vivekananda, a copy of 
“ Gitanjali ” and one of “ Gora by Sir Rabindranath Tagore, a biography 
of liankim Chandra Chatterje(‘, a co])y of thci late Mr. Keir Hardie’s book 
“India”, odd copies of newspaptn-s and periodicals, treatises on English 
Grammar and Translation and a copy of a dictionary ? 

(c) If the answer to the foregoing question be in the affirmative, will the 
Government ho pleased to state whether there was any allegation that the 
articles immtioned foriiKHl part of the loot of the dacoity whitdi occasioned 
the search ? 

[d) kra the Government consi lering the desirability of enunciating the* 
principles on which seizures of literary masterpieces and 8aen*d books and 
pictures are made in Ileiigal on the strength of search warrants ? 


The following answer by the lloiTble Mu. KERR was laid on the table 

“ («) It is a fact that Messrs. T(‘gart and Rradley searched a house 
at No. 107, Alur Bazar, in Dacca on the 18tli November, 1*915, on the authority 
of a search warrant issued under section 96 of the Criminal Procedure Code in 
relation to the commission of an ofience of dacoity. 

(b) It is a fact that the articles mentioned in the question were taken 
away by the police from that house. 

(c) No allegation was made that these articles formed part of the loot of 
the dacoity which occasioned the search. 

(d) In this house two persons were found living in such suspicious 
circumstances that they were subsequently ordered to find security under 
section 109 of the Criminal Procedure Code. One of them (Anukul 
Cliakravarty) at first rrlused lo give his name or address or to answer any 
.questions, but eventually gave a name and address which was found on 
"subsequent inquiry to be correct. The other man (Bhuban Behari Bose) gave 

a name and address and an account of himself which Mr. Tegart believexl to 
be false and which was subsequently found to be false. There were no other 
persons in the house in question except the two accused persons whose personal 
property was seized by the police for the purposes of the inquiry in which they 
were engaged under the law and especially of establishing the identity of the 
accused persons. There is no hard and fast rule about the seizure of 
documents, etc., for which a search is authorised unfler a warrant, and every 
case must be judged on its merits. It is frequently not possible to examine 
minutely all documents and books, etc., whicn may be found during such a 
search, and as they often contain names and other information necessary for 
the investigation, and as cryptic communications are oftei> carried on between 
men of suspicious character with the help of apparently innocent works and 
printed uiaticr, it is imparativc to make a minute examination of all such 
papers tefore the connection of an accused person with a specific offence or his 
association with other suspects can be definitely established or negatived.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. ^ 

THE REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Tiio Hon’blo Mr. Heatsoii Boll presented ( he Revised Fihkhcial State- 
ment. 



Seviwd Fmmmal Bmnmt. 
Mr. Bentson Bell. 
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REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT, BENGAL, 1916 - 17 . 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT. 


FINANCE. 


Cnlcfifta, the llih March 1916. 

MEMORANDUM. 

In aooordance with Riilu 11(1) aii<l (2) o[ tlu^ Loiriwlative 

(Financial Statement) Rules, 1912, pulilisliod with Notification No. 44S2 F., 
dated the lOtli Dt'oemlMU* 1912, the following nmmoniiuluni is circulated 
iiidicatiiipf the alterations in the fiyuros which have been made since the 
circulation of the Amended Draft Financial Statmnent, Bengal, for 
191()-17. on the 4th instant. 

2. The following changes have been made under tlu^ orders of the 
Govern men I of India : — 

RBVIMED ESTIMATE, 191B-16. 

Rkceivts. 

I]~Stamps . — The revisinl estimate has been raisotl by four lakhs 
from Rs. 2,1S,(H),000 to Rs. 2,22,00,000 with nderence to tlu' actuals 
of the first (‘levmi months of lODVKi. Tin* Provincial share ainounts 
to Rs. 1,11,00,000 or two lakhs more than the estimate previously 
ado])tiHl. 

— Tin* rt'visi'd estimati* has been raised by t\yo 
lakhs or from Rs. (iO.OO.nOO to Rs. (iS,00,000 in view ’of the increase in 
the colh'ctioiis of February lltlb. llie IVovincial sliare amounts to 
Rs. 34,00.000 or one lakh more than the estimati* i»reviously adojited. 



(’IIAIJGKS. 


24— J/er/mu/.— The revised estimate has biM‘n raiseil liy Rs. 1,1.5,000 for 
additional expendltun* under Sanitation. The total i^rant undi*.r this hea<l 

now stands at Rs. 27,.52.00'k r i • r 

3. The above clianges have raiseil the estimate of total n^ceipts from 
Rs. 6,23,31,000 to Rs. (),2G,31,^K)0 and of charges from Rs. 6,38,86,000 to 
Rs. 6.10, 01,000. The closing balance will nov stand at Rs 2,58,90, 000. 

BUDGET 1916-17. 

Receipts. ■ 

estimate has been raised by four lakhs from 
Rs. 2,20.00,000 to Rs. 2,24,00,000 in view of the increase in the revised 
estimate f or 191546. The. Provincial share will stand at Rs. 1,12.00,000 or 

two lakhs more than the estimate previously passed. 

Tlie total ol Provincial receipts will now stand at Ks. 6,20.04,000 against 
Rs. 6,18.04,000 previously adopted. 
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Revised Financial Statement. 
Mr. Beatson Bell. 
Expenditure. 


[13th March, 


^0 — Police.— Tho efitimato under thiH head has been raised by 
Rs. 1,50,000 for further police reforms. The total estimate under this 
head will now be Rs. 1,11,12.000. 

24 — Medical . — An additional provision of one lakh has been made under 
Sanitation and the total grant for this sub-liea<l has been raised from Ij to 
lakhs to provide additional funds for anti-malarial measures and other 
sanitary improvements. The total allottmmt uiuh^r Medical now stands at 
Rs. 28,25,000. 

4. The total charges for 1916-17 are now raised from Rs. 6,15,47,000 
to Rs. 6,17,97.000 and tlie closing balance from Rs. 2,59,62,000 to 
Rs. 2,60,97,(100, as shown below : — 


Opening balance ... 
Receipts 

Total 


Charges 


RutIhciI KutimatLs 

Kh. 

... 172.()(».0()0 

... 


EntimiitiH 

Rs. 

2,58,90,000 

(),20,0-l,u(K) 


... 8.98.91.000 8,78,94.000 

... (5.40,0].000 . 6,17.97.000 


ClosLiif; Iwlance 


2..')8.90.000 2,60,97,000 


f). Copies of tho rt'vised Fin.nneial JStatc'niont are circulated herowith. 


N. 1). REATSON BELL. 
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BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 1916-17. 


PART I. — General Review. 

w 

(1) ACCOUNTS FOR 1914-16. 

In tljt‘ nu'isril ('sliniaio for ]!Kl-ir>, wliich was laid Ixd'oiv tdio 
('uoncil on tin* iMandi tln‘ ivccnpis of tlio yi'ar wi*n^ taktni 

at I!s. ().2(M)().0()() and i.ln^ cliar^^os at Us. rnornSIkOOO, \vldli.‘ tin' i‘slinia- 
t('d cdosiiig lialanni' was Us. 1^81,;il.0().). Tin* acooiints of the ynar, 
v\diic*lj Ijavo now lu'oii finally (;1 os(m 1. show that tin*, actual riaa'ijits 
anioiinU'd to Us. and tin' cdiar^^os to Us. (),(i7,(i().(i8 1, and 

tlu' closinpf balance was Us. Tlii* rt'ca'ipts wen* thus 

hf'ttci* by Us. !i,();»,89h, this iinprovi'iinnit having occiirrod tdiiidly under 
Jh'ovincial Hates (Us. 00.453), dm* to n'ali/.ation of arn‘.ar Unblic Works 
(h'ss ; Income Tax (Us. I):^,305), owing to tin* (jontlniied pros])erity of 
banks and induslrial coiicimtis in l‘.n;i II; Jails (Us. 1,();),250) on account 
of largi'r supidies of gimni(‘s and other nianufaeturcs to tin* Jililitary 
and other departiiKUits ; and (dvil Works in charge of tln^ Public; Works 
Pcjiartirn'iit (Us. ^)L^75()), owing to the sahe of the old Presidmicy Jail 
buildings and the surplus profits of the Darjeidlng-lliinalayan Uailway. * 
Th(‘ a(;tiial charge's wc'n* also higher by Us. 10.71,081, chiojly uiuh'r 
Uefunds and Drawbacks (Us. ;>(),h00). due; to hc'avy n'fuud of liccnisc 
f(*(‘s for Kxcise shops towards the closing inontlis of tin* year, and 
ndiind of l*ulilic Works ( Vss ; (’ourts of Law i Us. 7l,:i00), on account 
of largc'r payiiK'iits to idc'adc'rs and connsid in jiolilical casi^s ; Kducatioii 
(Us. n,8t,0i^l^), chic'lly caused by I he payment of Us. 1,50,000 jo the 
(kdcutta Tidvc'i-sity, bi'ing I In* unspc'iit balance of the eight lakhs 
grant sancJj'om'd for the acejuisition of the fish marked adjoining tfie 
TIniv(‘rsity buildings, and by the paymmit of arn*ar salaries conseciui'iit on 
jironiotions to the Provincial and Subordinate* Kducalional Services b(*ing 
sanctioned from 101:2-13 ; ami (hvil Works in charge of the Public 
Works l)(*})a^’tnit‘nt [Us. 8,81,025), due to huger (‘XjMuiditiin* in the 
latter ])art of the yt*ar and larj^er advanm* colle<‘tion of road metal. 


(2) REVISED ESTIMATE. 1915-16. 

2. Tin* rt'visi'd ostimat(^ for 1015-10 as now pa^si'd, on the basis of 
the actuals of the- first nim*, ti*n or in some cisi^s cloven, months 
of the current year, is conii)are(l below with the sanctioned estimate' 
for the year : — 



Saiiftioiietl 

IJt'viKWl 

Better (+; 


osliniaLo. 

ustiiiiale. 

nr 


Rs. 

Ks. 

worse ( - ). 
iis. 

Ol)ening balance 


2.72,(50,000 

- 8,71,000 

Keveiiue recei])ts ... 


71,(58,1(5,000 

+(5,7(5,000 

Transfers between Im- 
perial alid Pi*oviii- 
cial Revenne.s 

-f-r)(i,67,<»U0 

-|-58,l.i,fX)0 

+1,48,(K)0 

Total r(‘ceii)ts ... 

(5,18,07,000 

(5,2(5,31,000 

+8,24,000 

Grand Total 

8,99,38,000 

8.98.91,000 

-47,000 

Tottil expenditure ... 

h,5S,2*»,000 

6,40,01,000 

+ 18,28,0(K1 

Closing balance ... 

2,41,09,000 

2,.')8,90,000 

+17,81,000 


▲ 
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3. Th(^ iiKtrcasc uiidrr TraiiHlVr l)ctwi'(*n IinpiM'ial and Provincial 
Revenues is du(» to the following atlditional assignmtMits : — 

];s. 

Additional assigiiin(‘fit for forms, ete., for the 

Assam Admiiiisl ralioji ... ... ... +<^l.ddd 

Assignment for forms, ele., for Bihar and 

Orissa ... ... ... ... +4o,(KM) 

AssigniiKOit to Pihar and Orissa in eoniu^i'tion 

with training of shoals in the Oanges ... -10, 000 

lf(‘diielioii in the assignment from Jfihar and 
Orissa in eomieetion with fishery (‘-xiK'rimcnls -7,000 
Additional assigi.ini'iit in eonneelioji with 
seimtitie researeli hy J)r. .1. V. Pose .. +.*)1,000 

Assignment for Aridueologieal weirks ... +8,000 

Total ... +1,4S,(H)0 

4. Tlie increase nf reviaiile is tin* nt‘t result of Increases under 
sonn* heads and <h>(;reas(‘s linden* others. 41ie im])ro\ (nients aggre'gate* 
Jfs. 24,2I,00t) ; and are chii*(ly under the* following In^ads : — 

liand Jte'vemie* — lies. 3,31 elu(‘ to lRtli*r colh‘etions of euilinary 

re'veniie* and e*e)| l(‘etions from (ioveniiment estate^s owing te) 
ijnpi'oveincnl in the* jiile* traele, anel to the* sale* of certain 
klias inahal lands to the* Oaleult.i linprove*inent Trust. 

Stamps — (Ws. O.oO.OOO;. due to large*!* sale*s e>f heith geiiertil anel eM)urt- 
fee slanifis eivving te> the* partial re*e*overy of traele* as we*ll as 
the* opening e>f the Share* Market which re'iiiaine‘el cle>se‘el 

eluring the* last fe*w inemths e)l ll)]4-ir). 

l*rovincijd Ihites — ( K*s. 1,13,000), elue* le) e*<4lectie)n of arre‘ar Public 
We>rks (Vss fen* 1012-13 anel ])re‘c(*eling years. 

1 ncenne* 1'ax — ( K’s. 3,30,000), elue* te) helle*r ea)llectie)ns from hanks anel 
industrial cone*e‘rns tluin exj)e*e*te*d last ye*ar. 

]ee*gisl jat ion — ( l\*s. 1,00,000', elue* te) an ine*,re*as(* in the* numl>e*r e)f 

registrations e)wing to the e*11’e*e*ts of fleieiel anel se*arcity in 

e*e‘rtain tracts anel the* rise* in price's. 

Jails — ( Ifs. 1,73,000). elue* te) large*!* supplies t.e> the* Military l)e*j»{irtme‘nt. 

Scie*nt ilic anel Mise*e*lh»iieMM!s J)e|)artments — (Iis. l,()7,0()l)), chie*fly uneiei' 
(^ne’lmna plantiit iem e)n ae'e’emnt eif large*r sale*'s ot (piinine. 

Civil Weu’ks in chai’ge* ejf the* Ihihlic \Ven*ks i)e*pa!’t inent — ( Ps. 1,73.00th, 
maiidy elue t«> ael|ustme*nt e)f the* value* of rae-ks elismantle'el 
fi'enn the* Se’e*re*tariat huilelings at Ihee’ca iiiiel to the* sale- 
pre»c('e*els eif the* Calcutta J\)lie-t* ()tlie*e huilelings. 

The* ele*e*!*<'ase*, e>ii the* either hanel, jniieiunls to Ps. 17,I3.(M)0, anel is mainly 
iineler the* feilleiwing he*ails : — 

Excise — (Ks. I0,00,t)00). elue ^e) sinalle*!* cemsumptiem eiwing to high 
jn*ie*e*s eif feioel-giains, lei scaredty iti seune* ji!'e*jis anel te) 
e*e*e)nomic emnd itieiiis arising frenn the war. ^ 

Fore'sts — (Jis. 3.23.000i. e-auseel hy the slump^in traele eni ae-emunt of 
the* war and sheirtage* in sale*s eif tindieu* in the* Sunde‘r!>ans, 
Jaliaiguri anei l>uxa em accemnt eif had mai‘ke‘1 ceindit ions. 

Ceiuits eif l.aw — (Ps. 73.000),* mainly unele*r Ce‘!}e*!*al fee’s, fine’s sind 
lorfe’ilujes. 

Peirtsanel Pileitage* — (Ps. 2,03,0(Ki), due le) smaller ree’eijirs frenn pilotage 
ill the* Pent of Calcutta owing to tlic elfect e)f the wai* ojj 
siiipjiing. 

M isce llane’ous — (Ps. (10.000), chiefly uii(h*r unelaimed de^posits. 

r>. Cn the cxjieiieiit.ure* siele^ flu* rovise'el e*stiiiiati* shows a total 
el(’cre :i}>( of Ps. ‘ a.ll.^.t 14 . ^^llic•ll is mainly unde r the* following' lie*ads : — 

J iii'.el Ite’ve iiiie — (Jfs. 1,20.0(10). due to savijigs in the grants lor salaries 
anel 8iijvey and Seltlemejil charge’s and in the giant for 
the* imjne)Yeme*n1 of Govei iinic*nt estates owing to tlie 
e II force ijienl e»f e*e*()ii(Jiny. 

Foiesi.s — (Ps. !(;,((, 0), mainly to curtailment of expenditure on 

eemimunieatioiiH, buildings and imfuovemcnts, etc. 
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Ports and Pilota^** — (Us. 71,0()ih, duo to ilie dislocation of seaborne 
tradt* wliicli reduced the earniii^^s of i)ilots. 

Education— (Us. 1(;,(U,(KK)), due losavin^^s in the lm]»erial ^nauts for 
l)otb reeiirrin^r and non-recurring expendil uri‘. 

Medictd — (Us. N,(il.()0(l), due to savings in (lie fjiutit for worlvs ol 
sanitary iniprovenjeiit and non-iif ili/ation ol I lie j^fraiit for 
(Mjuijunenl of the Seliool of Tropical Medicine, and llie 
transfer of a jiortnin ol (lie ^ranl lor .sanitation to tin^ 
heads Civil Works in cliarf’c of civil ollicers and the Unhlic 
Works DejiartiiKMit. 

Scienti 1 i<‘ and Miscellaneous Depart nnnit.s — ( l\*s. IL(HM)). tine to savings 
in till* grants (i) for siipjilit's anti stuvices of lht‘ Cinchona 
Factory, (-) for liispi'ctor of Kactorit's. (.'}) hir lishery exptu'i- 
nitMils. and (h for lhi‘ char^t‘S of the JJcfjistiar ol .loint 
Stock (V>nii)anit‘s. 

Sujieraiinuat ion — ll»s. J.od.OOll). dut* to sinalliM* jiayinents foi* coniniii- 
lation of pensions and savings in tlie ^raiit lor riTirtMl 
allo\vanc(‘s. 

Slafionory and l*riiil.iii«— ( Us. TO.OIHI). due In savings ])ai'lly in I lie 
( loveriiiiKMit ju'e.s.st's and jiarlly uiuhn* stationery siipplnsl 
from (/(Mitral Stor(‘s. 

Miscellaneous— (Us. ;US,(IO(b. chielly due to the transfiM* of cliar#>es 
lor ^raiii allowance to the dillerenl departments by re- 
aj)pro(irial ion from lh(‘ lump provision, and partl\ to tm‘ 
adjustment of grants niad(‘ by liis Excc'lhmcy to llie 
approprial'‘ heads. 


On l,ln‘ otluM’ hand, tlnn'i' uas a total increase 
Us. l().77,0()il, of whicli till' m«)st iiotic(‘al)le ilmns aiv : - 


of ('XjM'iidlt.iin* ol 


Courts nl' La\Y— ;Us. 1.16,(10(1), dim to lar^.n- |iaynmnl.s to ploadfis 
and <•olnlSl•l in coiiiicft.ion with iiolitic.al and nthor oases 
and I'O oliarties under tlie Dereiioe nl India Aet. 

Jiiils—i l!s. -/..i(i.Ol)O) on aocniint of inoieasel e.\|ienditnre iimlnr 
rat inns and lai-fi’er |iureliase nl' rntv iinderial'- lor tlie iimnu- 
laotlire of supiilies to the Military l>e| artnien(. 

d.lll.OOO). due to Ihn dehit nl };rain allnwaiiee eharfres hy 
transler IVoin Miseellaneoiti,, ami In larger e.\penditnre on 

Supplies and Services and Oontiiigeiieies nl t.he District Inline. 

Civil Works in charge of I he I’uhlic Works Depai tnient— ' l!s All/, 000) 
due to additional grants saiietiniie I lor land aeqiiisitinii and 
construction nl hiiihlings. lor the Dacca liiivcrsity, l.aker 
Hostel and Calcutta University Institute, and other tvniks. 

Civil Works in chargi- of the Civil l)c|)arttiieiit—( Us. 17.000), duo (o 
grliiits to local r.tnds for works of santUry iinproveincnts hy 
t.rniiHler from M(Mlie:il. 


ft. 

which 
Rs 


The not result of these chatiges is that the clo-ing ludaiice of 191 .VIC. , 
stiniateil in March last .at l!s. A 1 1 ,09.000. ts tiow placed at 


dliellv du(‘ to siiiiillei 


was (* 

118 . :L^^)K,^){),()()(). 'Plm iiicn^nse is ( r t t 

Educ.itioii, Modioal and Sui)eraimuattou as mcuiioutHl abovt 
to the special assi^nnueiits menfioiie.l in parappb amt 
revenue under Stani])s, !neonn’ lax and Lam »i V( ni ( • 


penditiii 
and 


under 
partly 
iniM‘(‘ase ol 


(3) BUDGET ESTIMATE, 1916-17. 

7. Tho opening hala.ico of 1916-17 is the closing halance of 191.V16. 

aud is therefore lls. ;',.o8,9().000. ^ ,r,urov«l by the Government of India 

8. The estimates ol the jiai f, 17 9? 000 as expenditure, and 

adopt Rs. 6,20.04,000. as refietpts aud Re. 6,17.91,000 as txpt. 
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a closing lialanco of Ils. 2, 60,97, (HM). A i)ortion of the closing balance 
is (‘annarkc.d fortlic I'ollowlng sjx'cial (‘XinMiditiirc : — 

Ks. 

Minimum balance ... ... ... 20,00,000 

lialaiicc of discrclionary giant ... ... 6,97,000 

ilalance of tlic Imperial grant for (lie reorgaiii- 
zalion of subordinate jiolice and river police 
in Easlern Bengal (non-recurring) ... 10.77,0(K) 

Balance (»f the Imjierial granl for the School of 
'J’ropical Medicine ... ... ... 13,000 

Balance of the Imperial grant for Sanitation ... .50,20,000 

I lit to ditto ditto Kd neat ion ... 9I,63,1KK) 

Ba nclii Bunatic Asylum ... ... ... 2.5,00,000 

Amount earmarked for Provincial (quijnnents 
for tlir(‘e years as jiromised ... ... 24,00,001) 

(Irani promised t.o the BeJgachIa Hosjiilal ... o,00,000 

Total ... 2,41,70,000 


This leaves a free balance, which could be 
spent in future years, of ... 19,27,000 


Total ... 2,60,97,0(K) 


9. In the exceptional circumstances of tin* i)r('S(‘nt yt'ar it has boon 
found impossildc' to provi(J(‘ for the regrant of all tin* un(*xi)(‘n(h‘(l balances 
of tin* lmi)erial grants for Julucation. Sanitation, Police and tJn* Discretionary 
grant. Vuder the orders of the (.jovermiu'Jit of India the* budgt't has bt‘(ui 
pri'pared on tin* ]>rincij)le that tin* Provincial i)alan(*(*s would not be 
availabh' for (*xpendilur(' in 1916-17, whih* the total (*xj)(*ndituri‘ must 
Ik* kept within the estimated r(‘venue. Tin* (h*i)artmental biidgc'ts were, 
tberefon*, iniined to the utmost ext(*nt and no iirojjosals for (*x]n*nditnro 
tJiat could safely b(' postponed were admitti'd. Tin* i*xpt*nditun* In'uds 
accordingly only ] roN i<le lor c.urrent normal exp(*nditnre and unavoidable 
ex])ansion. Kvi*ii tin* recurring grant for Education, which includc^d 
tin* ])rovision for the Dacca University (.5 lakhs rt*eurring and one lakli 
non-recurring for live yt*ars) has ln*t*n omitted and a provision of 
21“ lakhs only has bec’ii made in the budgt*t for grants lor sanitary im])rove- 
nients against 9^ lakhs, the recurring allotment. 4 he total estimatc^d 
charges for 1916-17, howe>ei'. ainoiuit t(» lls. 6,1 7.97, OOO, which is h^ss 
than till' income by its. 2, 07, 000 ; and provision has b(‘en made for the 
ollowiiig noticeabh* non-n*ciirring items : — 


Its. 

(IraiiL for gratuitous relief ... ... ... 2,2.5, (K)0 

Noii-recurriiig grant to the Police Department 
for Police buildings, etc., in conTjection with 
the reorganization of the Eastern Bengal Police 
and Itiver Police (including works in lU'ogressi... I, .58, 670 
Non-recurring grant to the Education l)e])artment 
for ex])enditure on buildings (works in progress) 71,(X)0 
Salaries, estiiblishnumt and otlier charges for tin* 

Press Censors ... ... ... ... 45,000 

Charges under the Defence of India Act ... 1,00,000 

Extra exjK*nses for manning the steami'r Guide 

while employed on station duly at Port Blair ... 20,(KHj 

(Ti-ant to the Calcutta Cniversity for hostels, b( 3 ing 
the unspent balance of the ten lakhs sanctioned 
by the (lovernment of India ... ... 50,000 

Additional grant to the Calcutta University to be 
given from the Provincial revenues... ... 2,23,000 

10. A Kch(*dule Is attached showing the new schemes costing individ- 
ually more than Its. 6,0(4) in any one yt'ar which* have been included in 
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the budgot. I'lie non-recurring charges on account of these scheme, 
amount to Rs. 3 , 19,133 and the recurring charges to Rs. 5 ,^ 5 , 371 . The 
budget includes, in addition, the following now items of a more or less petty 


nature 


(«) Non-recurbing Charges. 


Latid Revenue— 

Rewards for arrest of dacoits 
Revision of the record-of-rlghts 


Rs. 

3 . 00 (i 

i).GU0 


Stamps— 

Regraiit of savings in the grant for contract contin- 
gencies, Calcutta Collectorate ... ... 2,7lo 

Forests — 

Pnrcliase of an elephant for the (hiittagoiig Hill 
Tracts Division to leplace a casualty ... ... 1,000 


Red isl ration— 

Regrant of savings in the allotment for Stationery... oS7 


(ieneral Administration — 

Tenij)orary estahlislnu(‘nt for the olIic<‘ of the 
Examiner of Local Funds Accounts ... 

Balance, of t he noii-reeiiiTing grant for the renewal 
of 111 rni lure of the several Uovernment Houses ... 

Charges for the distrl])iitioii of the weekly war 
news 

Lump provision for Additional Secivtiiry 

Increase' in tlu' Rc'eord-room gnnit of the Bouid of 
lleveiiuo for sorting and distribution of records... 

Courts of Law— 

Regraiit of savings in the allotment for contract 
Conti ngejicics of the Civil Courts 

Police — 

Otiicer on special duty in the Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department 

Deputation of tsv<j Inspectors to the David Hare 
Training College 

8up|)ly of revolvers to Police Training Schools ... 

Ports and Pitota(ji'— 

Tncrease of mooring hire owing to war surtax 


KMMK) 

7 ,(MK) 

(iMK) 

3,tld!l 


Lo(K) 

(’*00 

2m) 


(*>.711 


Education— 

Regrant of savings in tli ‘ consolidated gr.iiil of tht‘ 
Presidency College 

A temporary lectun'r for Hetlinne College 
Scientific and Miscellaneous Depart menls— 

C.onstruclion of a new bungalow for tlie Assistant 
Superintendent of Emigration at (joalnndo 
Removal of his ollice, etc., to a dillcrent site 

Stationery and Printing — 

Regrant of savings in the grant for contract eontin- 
gencies, Press and Forms Department ... 

Miscellaneous— 


Subscription to the Moslem llitaishi 
Additional grant to the Lady 
Association 


Minto 


Nursing 


Civil Worhs in chdrui- ofCdril Officers-- 

Kttiviirs to tlii'cc* ciitl.U' bouts in Mi<liiu|H)rc ••• 

Sepu!!-s l!o ferry platfunns at Itusirbut, Hu.lunu 

Ohumlaiiga, Uorai and othei ftriiu ... 


.KoSO 

L.^00 


700 

9,(MM 

9,.">l(» 

2 d (»0 

SoO 

1,200 

L2.V.) 

02 ^ 
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(b) Recurring Charges. 


Stamps^ 

Pjohate Deputy Oolloctor 
Excise— 

Probationary Superiiiteiuleut, Calcutta . . 
Oj)ium rewanJs ill Calcutta ... 

Ditto in (iistrictfl ... 


Renistvittion — 

One A<l(litioiial Jiispoctor of Registration Offices ... 

General Aduwiistration — 

Local allowance of the Inspector of Local Accounts 
Additional establishment for the Revenue Depart- 
ment of the Secretariat 

Cmtrts of Law— 

One Additional Interpreter for the High Court, 
Original Side 

Two probationai'y officers for the Detention House 
for .luvenile Offenders 

Jails— 

Increasing the rate of diet of prisoners in the 
Calcutta Police Lock-up 
Revision of the pay of compounders 

Police— 

Api)oinlm(‘nt of six additional clerks for the Com- 
missioner of Police, Calcutta 
One Hoi’geanl as driver of the motor prison van 
One Suiiervisor for tlie Police Dead House 
House allowance of the Supervisor of the Police 
Dead House 

One addilional Inspector and one additional Sub- 
Inspector for the Finger Print Dureaii 
Rent of additional teleplione lines (alarm bells) in 
Calcutta 

(Uerical and menial establishment of the Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police, Burdwan Range 
Addilional staff for Navinagar Police station, 
Tippera 

'relejdione connection at Asaiisol 
Allowances to sub-assistant surgeons in dual 
charges of Police and Jail hospitals (Police 
share) 

Policing the Bally-Burdwan Chonl line (Govern- 
ment share) 

Raising the strength of the Volunteer Armoury 
(iuard at Ramna and Chasara 
Raising the training capacity of the Berhiimpore 
^^‘houl 

Two extra sergeants for duty at the gate of 
Government House, Daijeeling 
Ai)j)()intment of a second liead-constabie for the 
frontier guanl at Cliamurchi and Jaigaon, 
Jalpaiguri 

Allowance to the Sub- Assistant Surgeon of Barrack- 
poiv Cantonment Hospital for treating the men of 
the Armed Police Reserve ... 


Ports and Piloiaye— 

clerks for the branch Shipping 
Office, Kidderpore ... ... _ 

Increase in tlie expenses of leadsmen-ap prentices 
on joining and leaving outward-bound vessels ... 


Rs. 

4.800 

1.800 
7,000 

18,000 

3,()00 

600 

4.800 

1.500 
1,200 

1,200 

948 

3,720 

1,200 

1,200 

600 

4.500 

3.800 

2,050 

1,524 

770 

1,560 

900 

990 

2,236 

1,833 

682 

300 

720 

1,920 
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Edumtion— Rs. 

Rent of ielephouf' lines for the use of Inspectors of 

Schools .. ... ... ... ],05() 

Fees to tlie professors of Rajshalii and Chittafifoiig 
Colleges for giving law lectures ... ... 4,000 

French Mistress, Dow Hill School ... ... 1.800 

Two governesses for Dinajpur and Pabna zenana 
classes ... ... ... ... 1,200 

One Lecturer on Accountancy in the Cotnmerciai 
School ... ... ... ... 8,000 

Medical— 

IjOCuI allowance for Civil Surgeon of Alipur for 
charge of the Venereal Hosjutal ... ... 1,800 

Clinical Laboratory assistant for the Medical College 1,020 

Increase of pay of aiuesthidisl of tin* Saiubhu Natli 
FainlU Hospital ... ... ... (UK) 

Lady doctor for the Sambhu Natb Pandit Hospital 960 
Ap])ointinent of two Laboratory assistants in the 
Medical College ... ... ... ... 1,056 . 

Agriculture — 

Appointment of a Deputy Superintendent for the 
Veterinary Department ... ... ... 2,400 

A])pointment of tw’o additional Overseers in the 
Hurirhat and Rangpur dairy farms ... ... 720 

Rates and taxes of the Rangpur farms owing to their 
inclusion wuthin the mnnieipai area .. ... 620 

Ajjpoiutiuejit of five clerks and live servants for the 
Divisional Seed Stores ... ... ... 2,400 

Scientific and Miscellaneom Departments— 

Provision for travelling allow^anc<* of Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars ... ... ... 1,000 

Stationn'if (tnd Printing — 

liierease of iiay of the Deputy Sui)erintendent of 
the Seeretariat Press ... ... ... 600 

*11, Appendix C sliows tho transactions of District Funds and 
District Koad Fund, Darjeeling. This statement da*s not form ;iny ])art of tin* 
Provincial Ihidgot, hut is annexed thereto for convoni(mce of references 

PART II.— Detailed remarks on the Budget for 1916-17. 

Rkckipts. 

12. Lami Uevenive.— V\\c. total taillections in 1911-15 amounted to 
Iis. 2,82,67,073, and the estimate for ] 916-1 7, as passed hy the Government 
of India, is Us. 2,97,99,000 against Us. 2,92,28,000, the revised estimate 
for 1915-16. The estimate includes Us. 22,78,000 for recoveries of Survey and 
Settlement charges against Us. 13,75,000, ])rovided on tho same account 
in the revised estimate for 1915-16. 

13. The estimated Provincial share r)[ Land Revenue is calcu- 


lated thus : — 


Gross Laud Revenue 


Estimate, 

1915-16. 


Ks. 

2,9l,49,tK}0 


Revised 

estimate, 

1915-16. 

Rs. 


2,92.28,0fK) 


Estimate, 

1916-17. 


Rs. 

2,97,!>9,000 
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Estimate, 

1915-16. 

Revised 

estimate, 

1915-16. 

Estimate, 

1916-17. 


Rs. 

liM, 

Ka. 

Net amount divisible between 




Imperial and Provincial 




revenues :.. 

2,29,20,000 

2,32,50,000 

2,30,17,000 

Provincial share, one- half ... 
Collections from Gov- 

1,14,(>0,000 

1.16, 25, (XK) 

1,15,08,000 

ernment Estates (wdiolly 
Provincial) 

44.37,000 

46,00,000 

45.00,000 

Add — Recoveries of cost of 



maintenance of boundary" 
pillars (wJiolly Provincial) 


3,000 

4,(K)0 

Total Provincial receipts 

1,58,97,000 

1,(;2.2S,()00 

1,60,12,000 


14^ Stamps. — Tho ol* tli(‘ total rovnniio from Stamps 

for IDlo-K) was passed by tlie (iovtM-iiinent of India at Kk. 2,03,00,000. 
Tlio actuals in lOll-lf) aiiioutib'd to lIs. 2,02,1)8,265, wliib* thos(^ in 
tile first (‘Icven inonths ol‘ 1915-16 rxclusivc^ of receipts on account of 
unified stamps uhimI as n^ci^ipt stamps, excc'oded . the figun^s of the 
corresponding p(*.riod of the prc'ceding year by Rs. 17,51,000. In vii‘w of 
tliose figures and in consideration of furthm- adjustimmt betvvi^en tlie Postal 
and tlie Stamp Depai-timuits of receipts from the sah^ of nnifi(Hj stamps, 
the rovisivl estimate for 1915-16 lias been provisionally jilaeed at 
Rs. 2,22,00,(100. On account of the large increase anticipatcnl in P)]5-16. 
it is not safn to provide for a large increase in 1916-17; and since 
the sale of court-fee stamps in Calcutta will be atfocti'd by tlm creation 
of tlie new Patna High Court, allowance has been mad(‘ for a small inon^ase 
of two lakhs and the* estimate for 1916*17 has been placi^d at Rs. 2,24,00,000. 
The Provincial share is one- half and amounts to Rs. 1,11,00.000 for 1915-16 
and Rs. 1,12,00,000 for 1916-17. 

15. Excise. — The total colh'.ctions under this h(*ad in 1914-15 
iunounted to Rs. 1,53,74,624 and T.he (‘stiniate for 1915-16 was passed 
by the (government of India at Rs. 1,60,00,000. The actuals in the 
first eh'Vi'ii months of 1915-16 show a decrease' of Rs. I,45,()()() as com- 
pared with those of tin* c</rre.si>onding jun’iol of tin*. )ir<‘ceding year, and 
the revised <*stiniati‘ for 1915-16 has bei'ii placed at Rs. 1,50, 00, 000. 
Th(^ revenue un(h‘r this ht*ad d(*p(*nds mostly on tin* (*conomic condition 
of the peoj)Ie. This has been largely affected by tin* war. Tho jute 
trade* lias been sliglitly better than during tho last y(*ar, but agricultural 
distress has occurred in some districts owing to drought or floofl. 
During tho eontinuanci* of the war the receipts under this head are not 
f*x])ec*ted to rise and tin*- estimate for 1916-17 was jirovisionnlly passed for the 
same amount as the revised estimate for 1915-16. But tln^ now taxation 
on li(]uors reci‘ntly imposed will bring in an increase of Rs. 50,000 in 
1916-17 and tin* total estimate has boon placad at Rs. 1,50,50,000. The 
receipts under this head are wholly Provincial. 

16. Provincial ifa/es.—The collections from the Public Works cess 

have f)e(m surrendered to District Boards since the year 1913-14, but 
th(? ai roars of 1912-13 and the precedingyoar are still under collection. They 
amounted to Rs. 1,15,416 in tho first ten montlis of 1915-16 and are expected 
to bo Rs. 1, 25, ()()() by the close -of the year. Nothing is expected to 
be left for collection in 1916-17. Under General Rates for the manage- 
nu'nt of private estates the estimate for 1915-16 is Rs. 1,10,000, but 
in vit‘w of th(' di^creaso in the collections in the first nine months of 
the current yt-ar, th(* revised estimate has been placed at Rs. 1,00,000 

and the estimate for 1916-17 at Rs. 1,04,000. 

17. Income Tax. — The receipts under tliis liead in 1914-15 

amounti'd to Rs. (>9 84,610 and the estimate for 1915-16 as passed by 
the Ciovernuient of India was Rs. 61,00,000. The actual collations in 
the first el(*veri months of 1915- 16, however, show a decrease of 
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Rs. 1,-10,000, as coinpaml with tlios^^ of tho corivspoii ling period of last 
3 ^ear; and the nndscd estimiile tor 1910-16 has heoii phuusl at 
Ra. 68,00,000. Owinj^ to tin' continuance of the war, the conditions of 
trade are unfavourahle and no inereaa<' in colh’ctioiis can he I'XpecU'd 
next year, aa the aaseasiuenl for J916-17 will bt' based on tlii‘ ; roiits of 
1915-16. The {‘.stimate for 1916-17 was originally passi‘d for Us. 66,00, 000, 
but additional taxation iinpost'd by the (Tovermnent of India as shown below' 
is (‘xpected to bring in an inenvasi* of nu'enui* of Rs. 40,80,<)0i) and the total 
e8tiniat(^ for 1916-17 has now' betui jdaeed at Ks. 1,06.80,000. 'Fhe Provincial 
shanMS one-half and amounts to Ks. 3 1,00,000 foi 1915-16 and Ks. 56.10.000 
lor 1916-17 : — 

Incoim^s from Ks. 5,000 to Ks. !),999 a .year will ])ay 6 pies in tin* 
rupee instead of 5 i)ie8. 

IncoiiK'S from K.^. 10 , 00(1 to Ks. 21,999 a j't'.ar w'ill ]>ay 9 pies in the 
rapei‘ instt^ad of 5 jiies. 

Incomes of Ks. 25,000 a year and above will ])ay one anna in the ni]>t'e 
iiisti'ad of 5 ])i(‘s. 

Thi^ enlianetai rat(‘s wdl a])ply .e’tmerally to profits of eomjianii's and 
interi'st on sis'urities, wdiieh will bi‘ ta\e I initially at the 
highi'st rate subj(*(*t to td»atement or redue,tion in the east' of 
persons w'ho <*an show that tln»ir total inisani' is siU'h as to 
w'nrrant a low'er ratt* of taxation or is bt'bev tin' taxable' lini't. 


18. Forest H. — The 

a-ainst Ks. 16,01,196, 


budget t'slimatt* for 1915-16 w’as Ks. I 1,50,000 
the actuals of 1911-15. Tln^ actual collections in 
the first eh'Vtm months of 191.5-16 slmw a large dt'cnvist' of Ks. 1,-17,000 
as compartMl w'ith lliost' of tin' corres])onding periol of tin' i>revii.us 
year, 


ami the rt'vise'd 
in consideration of a 
PH 6-1 7 has la'cn passed 


of tin 

and tin' revised ('sMinatc' has been ])lac(‘d at Ks. li,2o,0(io. 1 lu' 

decrc^asi' is (diietly due lo shortage' in sab^s ol timber in tin' Jsiiiuhirbans 
and reduced sales owing to tin' war. Tin* (‘sMinali' lor 1916-17 
has b('fm plact'tl at Ks. 11.50.000, as inereast'd sales are e-xpi'cti'd in 
Biixa. dalpaiguri and tin* Humlarbans. 

19. JSeyist rttUofi. — Tin* reeeijits uinh'i* this lieael m 1911“1;> amounted 
to Ks. 18,12,86<S and the ('stimab' for 1915-16 was pnsse'd by tin* Gov- 
ernment of India for Ks. 19,00,000. The aetual eolh'd joijs in tin' lirst 
ten inonihs of 1915-16 sliow an increase of Ks. 1,70,292, as eoinpareil 
with tliose- of the oorresjioiiding period ol the ])n‘vious year ; agricultural 
ilistress in certain districts has incn'ased re'gistration 
(istimate lias Im'oii place.d at Ks. 20.()0,000, and, 
jirobablo increase' of Ks. 50, 000, the e*.stimate 

fen- Ks. 20, 50, ()()(). . . , , M 

20. Interest.— Thv e.stimate of le)nns, as submitted to tin' Gewmni- 
nient of lndi»l, prewide'S for a return in the' way ol iiiteicst <iiini{;, 
1916-17 of Ks. 6,40.000 against Ks. 5,16.000, the re'Visel estimate Icr 
1915-16, as shown hclow 


Interest on advances to cultivators, 
etc. 

Interest on advances to Oo-operative 
Credit Societies 

Interest on drainage and embank- 
ment advances 

Interest on Joans to landholders ... 

to mil nicijiali ties 

and District Boanls, etc. 


Total 

Miscellaneous 

Grand Total 


Revised 

esliiiialc, 

1915-16. 

Ks 

EstiiuiiK', 

1910-17. 

Rs. 

1.02,000 

1,10.090 

2,000 

2.000 

],000 

1,92,000 

’l(»,U0() 

2.0S,000 

2,16, IKK) 

2,8().(MjO 

5,13,000 

23,000 

0,40, (KH) 
14,000 

5,3G.OOO 

0,54,1)00 
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Ti>j* incivast' under “ fntcM-est on loans to Municipalities and District 
Boards ” is due to the anticipated realization of interest from the 

District Hoard of tin* ^l-Parganas on tin* Ma^fra Hat Drainage loan; this 

work has now Ixnui (;oni|)let(*d. The n^vised estimate nndor “Miscella- 
neous ” incIndt^H Hs. 10,000 for int(*reKt on arrears of Puhlic AVorks (Jess 
not y(5t paid. 

lH. Law and Justice— Courts of total collections in 19J4- 

15 undm- this head amount(*d to Hs. 8,h0.i;Ji) and the estiniatt^ for 
1915“1() was iiassed hy tin' Gov('rnnn‘nt of India at Its. 9,18,000. 

The actuals in the first t(‘n months of ‘l!)l 5-1(1 show a decrease 
of Ks. IJ,9I4, chiefly under (Tein*ial le(*s find fiiK's, ('tc./* and tlie 

reviscxl esfimati* lor 1915-10 has l)e<*n place* 1 at Jvs. 8,10,000. Tin' 

estimate foi’ P910-17 is Ks. 8,80,000. The d(‘(;rease is dii(*- to flu* 

transh*r of a |i<»rtion of the fVes and miscellaneous receipts of the High 
Gourt, (.’aleulta, to the new l*atna High ('ourt. 

1 ^ 1 *. Jtub. Ihe actuals in 1 914-15 amount(*.d to Ks. 8,8 l.rioO aihl tlioso 

in the firs! ten months of 1915-10 show an increase of Ks. 1,20.094 
ov(*r those of the corresponding jieriod of Iasi yi-ar, chiefly (,ii account 
('f larger su])i.lies to th<* Milifary Departm ent, tin* hudgef* (‘stimatc^ for 
1915-10 has accordingly hi'cn raist‘d from Hs. 7,00,000 to Ks. 9.88,000. 

As it is not antieij atel that tin* siij)pli(*s to the .Military Department 
will continue to he as large during the coming yt‘ur. I he I'stiiuate for 1910-17 
has heen ph'KJcd at Ks. 8,02,000. 

28. PoIm\ — 4'he ai tiials in 1911-15 amount(‘<l ro Ks. 1,77, II!) and the 
receij)ts in the first nine months of 1915-10 show a (h‘crease of 

Ks. 28,114, eiindly under Miscellaneous and Presidency Police, dm* to 
fcw(‘r su|)j)ln‘s to prnaO* ])ersons. and the revised estimate has heen 
n'diiced Irom Ks. 1,80,000 to Ks. 1.57,000. Tin' estimati* for 1910-17 
IS Ks. 1,07,000. 


iM. Parl.^ and Pilnfatje. — Tin* hudgel estimati* for 
Ks. 10,20,000 against Ks. 15,52,988. the actuals of 1914-1.5. 
oJ the first tiui months of 1!) 15-10 show a d(!creas(* of 
as comjKired with those of tin* corresponding periiMl 

ilof 


iulo-l() was 
Tin* actuals 
Kh. 1,29,118 

* , ,, , I... ' “ '■■■', jiriuMi of last vear, 

cluefly under ( alcutta 1 ilotag* lh*cei])ts dm* to a rt'duction in’ the 
iiiiiiil‘^T ol U'sse s entering and leaving tin' Port of Calcutta in conse- 
(Jueiiee ol the dislocation of tradi* caused hy tin* war. In view of 


this deereasi* 
Hs. 1 1.15,000 


the 

and 


n'vise<l estimate 
the (‘stimate for 


at 


for 1!) 15-10 has hemi 
_ .... 1!)10-17 at Ks. 1 1,25,000. 

T. “'•"/'""•-TY 1 . 1 %, -t IV.,- 1 !»] r.-J 6 was J{s. «, 8(5, 000 against 

IS. . tlj.' actuals ()j l!M4-]i>. Tlic actual collections in tlie first 

.mu. monihs show an me.vase ol I!s. i>7,.‘!0i' as conipar,.! with those 
ol th.. cnyn.spon.ling pen,,,] „i last year. ciii..f]y under “ .Schools general” 
owing I o the oiieiiing oi the residential school at Hastings House, and the 

i'tVri- 8.”,<'()0. The , .stimate for 

has heeu ,,as^ed at Us. it.O.h.OOO and includes larger collections from 

' 'i iSr T| fn.m the al.ov.f montioued school. 

Jhe iietiials in HtU-I.'i amounted to Its. 3 but the 

nVeima TjAnirt*’’ 'V pvil .Surgeons, and hospital 

mn 3 8 0() been redLd 

f..r 1'ilf. i- 1 ^ 1 ■<*(><> 'n the revised estimate. The estimate 

Iv .'x /i f ‘’V’" at Us. 3,81,000 as larger receiDts 

iias pro'inisiMl ^r'iraT*'' n/Jr li^S'Careh Fund Assoeiatfon 

etc.. mXlId ixu- month for the establishment, 

diabetes in India l.v MahH.*I*)'Tr p" * t> pi'ovalence of 

College. (ialcutU. ■ ‘ ‘ I.M.S., I rofessor of Physiology, Medical 

n CT ‘i '7, « W brt 

' first nine months 


the 


ing period of last*'v(^ai-*^*17 over those of the correspond- 

^S o()0 therofore 

f'^.'WO. Jhe estimate for 1916-17 has been 


—6 uj jaKi 

been placed at I{s. 
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at Rs. 94,000 aii<l provides for a p-owtli in the revenue from afrriciiltural 
fariiiK, especially the Uangpur farm. 

28. Scienh'jic and Mi.wUaneous Depart ntmfs. — Tlie est-imaii* for 19ir>-16 
Ra. .^,5:1, (UK) against Rs. 1,01,2!)1, the actuals of 191 l-lo. Tin* (•(►llt‘ctions 

the sale of cinchona and its ])r(‘parations in the tirst nine niontlis ' 
show an increase of Ri--. 47,020 over those of the (•orreHi)ondlng pcomnl 
of the previous year and the revised i^stimate f<ir 191o-l(> has been 
raised to Rs. T), 20, 000. The estimate for 191()“17 annmnts to Rs. r),22,t)00. 

29. Receipts in aid \>f Siijtcrannuation. — Tlit' estimate for 191.''i-l(i was 

Rs. 10,000, hut in view of tln^ actuals of 19 1 l-l.o amounting i.o Rs. r)S.r>()7 
and thosi‘- of tin* first nine months of 191 o-K) nmoiniting to R.^. -‘>7,793, 
tile revisit I t^stimate for the current y(‘ar lias Immoi jilaeed at Rs. 7)7.000. 
The. (‘stimate for 1910-17 has however heim placiMl at Rs. 7)0,000. 

30. Sldtiain'Tjj and IWintintj. — The actuals in 1911-17) amount(‘d to 

Rs. 1,49,001, whih'. tlu' l»udget for 1917)-10 was Rs. 1,:‘>2.000. This has been 
nsluce.d to Rs. 1,10,000 in tin* n‘vised (estimate wit h n h'nmee to the 

actuals r)f tin' first nine, months of tin* current yiw, which show a ih'creast^ 

of Rs. 31.309 as coinjiared with ‘those of t!i(' corrt‘sponihng ])eriod of i,lie 
previous ymir. The I'stiniatt* for li)l0-17 has lieen ])ass('d at Rs. 1,27,000 

31. Miseellaneon'i. — Tlu' ('stunate umler this he.ad was Rn 0.90,000 

(ineluding Rs. o, HO, 000 from unelaim«‘d di'posits) against Rs. 0,71,0.)7. tln^ 
aetiials of 1911-17). In the r«‘vised estimate the InidgtU, has luum n‘diuM*d to 
Rs. 0,30,000 as the total un(‘laime<l deposits in 19I.O-10 an* not t‘Xpeeled to 
(‘xcuv'd Rs 5.25,000. 'Fhe e.stiinat(‘ for 1910-17 has been passed for 
Rs. 0,52,000 and incimh's Rs. 5,50,000 fnr unclaime<l d(‘])osits. 

32. frrifintion. Mnjnr ]\'orks ( Direct Receipts ). — 'rin* estimate fi)r 1915-10 
was Us. 2,l0.i)00 against Rs. 2,53.902, the aetiials of 1914-15. TIu' aetiial 

c«)ll(‘cti(>ns ill ihi' first ten months of 1915-10 show an iiicn'ase of Rs. 7,0(10, 
and both tin* revised estimaO*. for the current year and tin' estmiah' for 
1910-17 have hemi plaee<l at Rs. 2,57,000. The Provineial siiari' is on. '-hall 
and amounts to Rs. 1,29,01)0. 

-‘i;) Irriqation— Minor ITor/r-s* and Naeiq ttion in rhanje r/ thr Rnhlir. 

\Vo'ks ncp,irtment—V\\e estimat.* lor l!)17)llii was Rs. .5.70.000 against 
Rs. 1.80, U)0, the aetiials of 1911-15. and Rs. 5,07),0l(), those ol 11)13-11. 
The actual eolh^ctions in tin' first nine monllis ol I!)17)-10 show an 
increase of Rs. 1.03,2 IS as coim-anMl with the hguivs .)! the eorn-spoml- 
iiig period of 1911-15. A large increase is exiiectod Irom th.- Ma.lanpiir 
lUiil route, and h-.th tin- revised estiniate for th.* eurreni year a 
for 191()-17 have lieen jiassed at Rs. 0,20,00t). lln* I roviiicial share 

(om-half) is Rs. 3.10.000. 

34. Owil In rhanf <;l the PMlr IIW,-.'! I),;,i<-hne„t.— \\u^ 

Imapet ..stimato f..v Ifir.-lC. was Its. 11.,. a.:t..>a 

oi; a... first. .....ntlis ,.f H»15-l<i s ...w an i„n„as.. ol ks. •;•>.. o 

ovm- tlioao ol' l,l.o <..)nvsi.,.ndinff pcriol of last yoa. . ' '' 
to the adjustment of the valu.> ,.l 

buildings at Dacca. Tln‘ mark<*t value o ,,r !» 35000 

this head by debit to SShlirs \vhi,.i. hav..' V.,,,... 

from the sale of the Lai l>a/ai - ^ aeordmfflv 

''' 'tt /f.— .-The esti...ate 

includes the foilowinff transfers f.-on. Imperial ■ 


Contribution for Fainine Relief . 
Scheme 

Grants to Caleiitta liiipiov.- 
ineut Trust 


Un<lK<-t. 

Rs. 

liO.tHlII 


Rs. Its. 

(Ml.OdO flO.tMW) 
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Biulffot. 

Rpflvil 

Badg<‘t 

AHai^nincnl for remission of 
ajjprojiriations of Public 

Ks. 

lis. 

Rs. 

Works Goss 

Grant foj* Sanitary Improve- 

21.y3.(K)0 

24,9:1,000 

21,03.000. 

nients... 

Contributirjn to meet cliar^'<‘Rof 
Li(‘iitejiant-Colon(*l Suther- 
land's (lepulatioji for s(*rolo- 

5.(J0.()00 


5.00,000 

frica! ompiiry 

Grant of on<‘-half of the salaries 
of H(*alth ()fli(*(‘rs in muni- 

3o,W«i 

;ir),ooo 

.35,000 

cipalities 

(k)iitrihiition to inetd the cost 
of Indian l)epiity Sanitary 

SfMHHI 

3‘),000 

39,000 

Gonnnissioners ... 

For tlie Bel^jfacliia V<*tcrinary 


lo.ooo 

lil.OIK) 

C'olle^^e 

For jirov incia lisa t ion of salaries 
of the Civil Vclei'inarv 

;{!).( Mill 

30,(HIO 

.30,(KK) 

Deparlnu'iit. 

Contribution fnnn Hihar and 
(Irissa in coniiectioii with 

2!».00(l 

2!),000 

21MMM) 

FisluM'y (‘.N])eriinents 


2.00') 

(;.(H)0 

Grant hn’ Dacca [Iniv(*rsity ... 
N(Mi-recurrin^^ ^ranl foj’ Dacca 
Umv(Msilv for live vears 

t.'i.OlHl 

fa ,000 

l.').0(HI 

fnini ... ' ... 

(ii'aiil fill' aided Kiif'li.sli Scfond- 

l.lMl.ilOO 

1,00.00(1 

1,0(I.0(»0 

ary Schools 

Grant to tln^ (Muircdi Mission- 


l,.’i0.l'(H» 

1..5(I,(X» ' 

ary Society Colh‘f^c, (-alciitta 
Grant for the extinision of 
(‘ducat ion annni^^ poor(‘r 

classes of t h(‘ doinicih'd coin- 

(i.(NK) 

(i.OOO 

t;ooo 

innnily. C-alciitta... 

Grant for tlie inijn’oviuncnt of 


lO.OllO 

lO.Dtld 

female (‘diK'ation 
<iiant h>r tlie dev(‘lo]iinent of 
the work of lht‘ Calcutta 

3(I.(KH) 

.’ill.lM) 

;4(i.0(X) 

Fnivt'isity 


(i.a.fKiO 

(i5 000 

Grants foi’ Fducation 

22.2(MKKt 

22,20.000 

22,20.000 

,. for Pojndar Fdiication 


2.‘).0(I0 

2a,000 

Further ^Tant for education ... 
Assi^niment in connection 

with Scientific Pes(‘arch by 

l..')().tKl(» 

l..i0.000 

1, 50.0(H) 

Dr. ,1.C. Bose 

For foi'ins, etc., bn* the Assam 


40.000 

:i2,(H10 

Adininistration ... 

For forms, etc., for the Bihar 

l,05.0tNI 

1,«(),(K>0 

1,50,(H)0 

and Orissa Government 

Grant to the Cliitta^jfon^T Port 
Fund for five vears from 


4.i.(HI0 


Foi‘ adjiistmenl of recovery 
claims of char^^es incunvd 
by the Apent, (ioverjiinent 


75-000 

75,000 

Consij^niuents ... ... 

Foi' cost of transmission of 
reeonls by the revised pro- 
cc^dure introdn(*ed under the 

ll.(K)l) 

11.000 

11,000 

Court Fees Act 

(>,000 

6,000 

6,000 

For iKMision of title-holders ... 
For remission of certain recov- 

3.(X«» 

3.000 

3,aio 

eries from l(»eal bodies 

26.000 

26.000 

26.000 

For Arch a‘nlo^yi cal expenditure 


8,001 
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budgJt. 

Keructl 

016-17 

UuiUet 


Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

For the amalgamation of the 
office of the Art Station of 
the Indian Musoum with the 
Calcutta School of Art 

1. {)..() 

1.000 

1.01K) 

For Traffic Uegistratioii Office, 
Bhairab Bazar ... 

1.01)0 

1.1K)0 

1,000 

Contribution from the Bihar 
and Orissa Oovernment 
towaitls tlie pay of the 
electrical staff ... 

8,IMK) 

8.(H)() 

S.OiKI 

Total 

(;4.40.0(M» 

o.'),i)s,ooo 

«.i.0.‘).(HH) 

The cstiinate also inclu les the 

following 

tiansf*o*s from Provincial 

to Imiunial Ucvmnh's : — 

Budget, 

Jf(‘vi.s(‘(l, 

Budget. 


1915-16. 


1916-17. 


J4s. 

Bs. 

iiS. 

Fixed adjustmeiil under Pro- 
vincial Scltlcmeiit 


7.iis,0(Hi 

7.2s.0)ki 

Oranl to Bihar and Orissa 
0(»vcrnmenl for grants to 
colleges 


sl.lKIO 

3I.0(N) 

Oranl lo Bihar and Ori.ssa for 
law charges formerly iiaid 
l»y this Ooveriinnml 

Ij.'.KHi 

l.’t.ooo 

i:>.(Nio 

Oranl in connection with train- 
ing of shoals in the Oanges 


lO.(KK) 

ll'.OOO 

Adjustment for lU’cinises No. 9, 
Hare Street 

[)M) 

9.0(10 

0.000 

AssigniiuMit to Bihar and 
Orissa for the new Paina 
High C^uirt 



2.09,000 

Be venue from new taxation 
und(‘r Bxcise and Income Tax 
(Provincial share) iraiisferml 
to Imtierial 



30,!«MKI0 




_____ 


Total 

7, 73.))! 10 

7,.s;!,((00 

30,7:).ii(KI 


in*t assiifiiiiH'iits from Imperial lltivmiucs ar»‘ tlicroioru 

]uib-l6. C.ilirct. 

Hfvhcil 10l'i.I7. 


Hs. J{s. lis. 


From Imperial to Provincial ... 

xto. 

, +(14,40,000 

-f6,'),!lS,00U 

+(i.5,0.5’l)(K) 

From Provincial to Imperial... 

- 7,73,000 

- 7,83.000 

- 30,75.000 

Net 

.')(J,67,000 

58,1.5.000 

3l,30,(H)0 


Hx FEND ITU KE. 

H6. Refunds and Drawbacks . — The i.oial Trovinuial c-xpemliturci in 
1915-16 was originally estimated at Us. l,41/)()0, l)ift in view of tJie 
actuals of the first nim» months of the year this has ' eun raised to 

Us. 1,82,000 in the revised estimate for tiie year against Hs. 2,00,906. 

the actuals of 1914-15. The increase is due to special refunds of 
license fees of excise shops in (Calcutta. The Inidgiit for 1916-17 has 
been passed at Us. 1,50,000 based, as usual, on the average actuals of 
the past three years, t'xcluding special payments. 

37. Assignments and Compensations . — The estimaUj for 1915-16 was 

Bs. 42,000, but this has been reduced to Us. 31,000 in the revised 

•estimate with reference to the actuals of 1914-15, amounting to Us. 34,273, 
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and the actualn of the first iiiim iiioiitliH of l9lo-l() sljowing a d('crease 
of Rk. r>,r>L^8. The hudgtit fur 1916-17 has been placed at Us. 35,000. 
The variatiojifl art; uiuler Malikaua, which is always an iinciirtain ilein. 

38. Land Revrum. — The. total ])rovincial expiMnlitiire for 1916-17 
is estimated at Rs. 3l,r)L\0()0 against Rs. 35.37, 0t)(), the revised, and 
Rh. 3(),6(i,0()0 tin' budget (‘slimate for 1!M5-1(), as shown lielow : — 

— ^ 

lludRL*t lUvlmMl Ilndgi^t. 

Rs. Rs. Rs, 

(1) (Jhaiges of District Ad- 

niinislratioii ... 1^8,18.000 27,98.000 2S,18.(KI0 

(2) (Oiaigi'S on account of 

Land Rt vmnn* collec- 
tions ... ... 21,000 11,000 15.000 

(3) Managi'iinml ol Cloviuai- 

meiit Kstales ... 5,28,000 1.98.000 1,I9.IHHJ 

(I) Siirv(‘y and S(‘l t leimmt... 2.00.tle0 l.li2.000 1,00,000 

(5) Land Recoiils ... (>6.000 6.),000 70,0t)0 

Total ... 3(;.(;(;,ooo 35.37,000 31,52.000 

33ie deci*(‘as(' in tin' revised under (1) is dui' to savings under 
Salaries. Tlie estimate for 1916-17 inclinles provision for oiu' addi- 
tional Magisirati', threi' Joint-Magistrates and eight Assistant iMagis- 
trati's; additional grants lor travelling allowances of oilicm's and for diet 
and travelling allowances to witnesses. Tin' dt'i'reasi' iinler (3) is on 
a(u;ount of a rediict'd grant for improvements in f lovermiu'iit (‘state's, and 
that umh'r (1) is due to postponeini’iit of in'W o])(*rations. 

39. Stamps .— sanctioned ('stimaO' for 1915 16 was Rs. 6,05.000, 

which has bei'ii raised to Rs. 6, .*>(), 000 in the revised owing to largcu* 
issiK's of stamp jiaper from the (Ji'iitral St('res following tJie increase of 
sales. TIh' budg(d for 1916-17 is Rs. 6,9(i,00() and provides for larger 
issiK's of stani[) pajier and discount for the sah' ol gi'iu'ral stamjm. It 

alsjj inelinh's the pay ol tin* lU'wly appoint(*d Rrobat(‘ oHiei'i* in tiu' 
(Calcutta Lollectorat(‘. 1'he cliargt s ot this Di*partmi‘nt art' divided 
(upially betw(‘(m tlu* Im]H'rial and Provincial revi'iim's, and tlu' Rrovineial 
shares amount to Rs. .'blo.OvO and Rs. 3,18,000. rt'Sjiecti V('ly. 

10. AVciv'— The ('stimate for 1916-17 is Rs. 8.39,000 as c()m|>ar(‘d 

with Rs. 8,0;J,000. the revised (‘stimate for 1915-16, and Rs. 7,17.585, 
the actuals of 1914-15. The incri'asi* in 1915-16 over the ])reeeding 
year is dm- to tin* reorganization of tin* Department and its amalgaination 
with the Salt Department. Idider tlu' pr('S(Mit arrangt'im'iit the ex])endi- 
ture of tin' two 1 Ic^paitini'iits is being debitt'd to this head in the lirst 
iiistauee and a lixtsl sum of two lakhs will be IranslernMl to the head 

” fit tin. of the year. Full provision has 

been made in tile biidgt't for tin' revist'd ('stablishineiit , but a saving has 
b('en aiiticijiated as the full numlxu* of ollicers wall not be cnti'rtaiued 
during tin' year. 

11. Income Tax. — Tin' budgt't (estimate for 1915-16 was Rs. 1,52,000 

and this has be(*n rt'peati'd as tht( t'stimatc for 1916-17. Tin? revisi'd 
ostiinat(' for 1915-16 has, however, bci'ii placed at Rs. 1,5L000 with 
referenei' to the actuals of tho first nini' months. Tlie increase has been 
causi'd Uj' the paynn'iit of leave allowances in (Calcutta. Tin' Provincial 
shaiv (one-half) is Rff. 76,000 for 1916-17 and Rs. 77,000 for 1915-16. 

12. Forests. — 'Fin' estiniatt* for 1915-16 was Rs. 6,66,000, but in 

tin' revist'd (*sLimat(' this has bet'ii reduced to Rs. 6,20,000 with 
ri'fen'iici' to the actuals of the first nine months. The decrease is due 
to curtailmi'iit of ('X])i'ndituri‘ on communications and buildings. The 
budgi't for DR 6-1 7 is Rs. ^\54,000 and includes Rs. 4,000 for the 
purchasi' of an eh'phant for the Chittagong Hill 'Fracts Division to 

replact' a casually. 

43. Reijistration."-V\\e estimate for 1915-16 is Rs. 11,23,000, but in 
the reviged this has bv^en reductnl to Us. 11,22,000 with reference to 
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th(' actuals of tho first iiiiu* luontlis of tlio yt^ar. TIu' i'or 

1916-17 is Rs. 11,09,000 and ))rovidi*s lur nn new «'XjH>n(liiuiv. 

41. Interest on Ordinanj Debt. — This is inUuvsr. j)ayal>ln from llit* 
Provincial mvenuos to the Iinporial Oovcrnincnl on tin* aniouni advanc'd l)ytlK* 
latter to till* ProvincialGovornmont for loans to c-ultivators, for advances to 
co-oiM'i*ative societies, for advam es on drainage and emhankment selieiiies, 
and fijr h)anrt to notahilitii's, inuniciiiallties (exelmlimr ])ivsideney corporarions) 
and district hoards. 

45. General . Ulmini^tratian.—'TUv estimale for 19 15-1(1 was Rs. 2H,7 1,000, 
l)iit In the revised eslimatt^ this has hetm rais(‘d to Us. lM,0h,000. The 
increase is Ldiiefly under (hvil Semvtariat, due to the adjustment of tin* 
charjijes of the Press (.'ensor to ihis hi'ad instead «»1 to the ht'ad 

— Miscellaneous — M ar (liarpjes." ainl larger expeiidilun* iindi'r Stall* 
and Household ol the (lovi-rmu* «»winjy ti> I he di'hit to this suh-head of the 
charjjes lor rates and taxes ol (lovernment houses. The estimate for 1916-17 
has been passed at Us. LM,‘^6,000. It iiicludes jirovisinn for t!ie Press 
(.'ensor (Us. l.oOOOj; for rates and taxes of (Jovernineiit houses (Us. ; 

and the balance of the non-recurrinp: arrant for furniture of (loviu-nment 
houses (Us. IIMHIOJ. 

*16. Law and dusiicv — (a.urh oj Law . — The estimate for 1915-16 
was Us. l.Ol.ii 1,000, lull tin* revised estimatt* has been rai.Mil to 
Jls. 1,0.5,10.000 with relVrenci* to the actual charges of the lirst nine 

niontiis of tin* year, The incn'Use was tartly under “ Law (Mlicers,” due to 
liir^e- jiaymeiits of lawyers’ f» es in eonneclion with jiolitical eases, and 

jiartly under “(livil and Sessions Courts, ” caused by the apiiointinent of 
additional Histriet and Sessions dudj^es. by chavp‘s uinler tin* hefi'ucc 
of India Act in connection witli political eases, and by tin* payment of 
.ip’ain comiiensaiion allowance for which provision svas made under — 
Miscellaneous.” The estinuOe for 1916-17 is Us. 1, 00, id), 000. The decrease 
is line to jirovision haviuL’’ l»een made for Id instead of 19 jud^xes of 
the Ills’ll I’oiirt and some reduction in the establishment and I’ontinjrent 

charjrre.s of the A])]M‘llate Side, owinp to the creation of a si'jiarate Ili^di 
(lourt at PaMia. ddn* biidi^et inclii les tin* folIoW'in£( provisions: — 


Rs. 

(*ontra(‘t allowani'e id lis. 1.000 a month to 
Air. Haydn for the supply of typewritten 
I ransei i])ts of the (‘vnlence ol wiine.s.ses ^iveii 
in oil ' coiirUof (he (’alciilla Hi^^h Hmirl ... li^OOO 

Addilional Le^uil b’eniembraneer and his estab- 
lishment and c<intin^encies ... ... do.OiiO 

Addilional ^rant for b'cs to jileaders in criminal 
cases in the imifassil ... ... ... .'m.OOO 

Two probationary ollieei's for the diivimili* (,’ourt 
and Jlelention House for Juvenile Dllendeis ... I.IiitO 
Pour posts of District and Sessions .Indices sanc- 
tiiined by (he Secretary of Slate ... l.lii.lo7 

Establishment for ditto ... ... ... llHlijO 

Addilional ^nniit for allowances to juror; and 
iissi*s.s(nvs ... ... . ... 7.(Klb 

Additional ^Tuiit for diet and travelling: expenses 
of witnesses ... ... ... ... lIMJIKi 


47. Jails . — Tlje estimate for 1915-16 was Us. 21,95.()U0 afrainst 
Rs. 23,5(),Sii8, tin* actuals of 19M-15. In view of the actuals of the 
fir.st nim* mouths of 1915-16, the n-vised estimate for the year has 
been raisi'd to Us. LH.dl.OOd. The increasi* is due to larfjer charges for 
diet and for tin* jmrehase of ulot hing owdng to a gri’ater inllux of ])risoners 
and also to larger outlay on raw materials and Kuropeen stores for 
mamifactures reipiired by the Military J)o])artment. The budget for 
1916-17 is Us. :i5,. 50.01)0. Jt includes largei provision for dieting eharges ; 
a lum]i provision of Us. 50,000 for revision of the wurder.s’ establishment, 
and Us. Lh5,000 for temporary accommodation required in tlie s'-veial jails 
to nip(*t overcrowdi'd conditions. 
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48. Police , — The following table compands the charges under this 
head : — 


Heads. 

Actuals, 

1915-16. 

Estimate, 

1914-15. 

Bmiget . 

j Revised. 

1916-17. 

1 


1 

Ks. 

j Hs. 

1 

Ks. 

Ks. 

Presidency Police 

]7.42.]fi3 

1 17,-4.'),t»!lO 


18,47,000 

Su])erintendejice 

Criminal Investigatioji 

.H.07.914 

! 2.34.tl(‘0 

;4,()4,0O0 

2,97,000 

Dcpartmcjit 

5,39,9/3 



.'),94.0(K) 

District E.xecutive Force i 

1 71,24.841 

7;{.s7.<km) 

7t),l(MKH) 

77.01.(K)0 

Village Police ... 

5,‘M)7 

s,(M»n 

27,000 

(>,000 

Special ., ... 1 

3,02,192 


3,21,000 

.H, 19,000 

Railway „ ... 1 

3,16.232 


, 3,60,(HK) 

3,45,0(H) 

Cattle-pounds 

132 

a.5ii 

! 500 

2.')0 

Refunds ... ... 

2,S(il 

.‘{.7.')0 1 

! 3,:>oo 

.‘{.000 

For rounding 




— 2,% 

Total 

l.(».‘4.7±.’>l.'i 

1,05.35,000 

i 

1.10.241.(10(1 

1,11,12,0(M) 


In vi('W of th(‘ actiiiils of the first niin* nionths of 1915-10, the 
revised estimate has hi'en ]»laC(‘d at lis. 1,10,20.000. The in<'r(\a>(‘ is 
inuiiily due to tin' adjustment ol (diarges on ncc«)iint of grain conijM'n- 
sation allowance hy transfer from “ *»2 — Mis(!ellaii(‘ous,” and ])artly also 
to lh(‘ ajipointiiKmt of another Hepiily Inspeetor-romeral and thi‘ d(‘putation 
of ollicm’s to spe(;ial duty. The (^stimat^' for 191()-17 is Us. 1,1 1,1 2,000 an 1 
includes the following charge's : — 

Us. 

Additional Euro|)('an porur for duty in tradiit^ 

(|uarU‘rs, Caleutia ... ... ... 2(),2()0 

Creation of a Ord Armed Comjiany in Calentta ... 25.000 

Enterlaiiimeiil of temjmrary elt'rks in the olliees 
of the lns])i'etor-(ieji(‘ral and Deputy JiisjxKTor- 
(lein'ral of Police ... ... ... 10.710 

Deputation of Mr. F. D. Jiartley as Intelligence 
ollicer ... ... ... ... 11,280 

DuiUlings in connection with the sclieim* for the 
reorganization of the suhonlinati* police ... 1,58,670 

Revision of the .scale of armourers in the Civil 
Police and their allowances ... ... 2,500 

Supply of e.\tra arms for police stations, head- 
(piarters force and training schools ... 5,000 

Entertainment of two circle insi)ect()rs for 
iPirojpur and Patuakhali .subdivisions in 
Bakarganj ... ... ... ... 7,(Ki5 

Grant of a local allowance of Re. 1 to constables 
of both arini'd an<] unarmed braindies ])osted ^)n 
duty to Calcutta, Alipore, Sealdah, Belliaghatta 
andChiti)ur ... ... ... ... 8,421 

Reorganization of the River Police in Eastern 
Bengal ... ... ... ... 60,000 

Settlement of Karwal Nuts ... ... 3,600 

AiJpointment of an additional Inspector and a 
Sub-1 jispecl or for the Finger Print Bureau ... 4,500 

Increased gnint for revision of boat eslabliHlimeiit 
in the Eastern Bengal districts ... ... 48,121 

Additional stall’ fiu' Navinagar Police station, 

^ Tippera ... ... ... ... 1.524 

Jjump 1 ) 1-0 vision for further police reforms ... 1,50,000 
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Puliciii;^: of iIk* JJiilly-Bimlwaii oliord line of the 
Kast Indian Kaihvay 

Kevisln^f tlie l raining' eapacily of Berliainpore 
School 

Buanl f<n' sliell factories 

Supply of anus lo 111 ‘ Oalcnlla ToLee linin'ctors 
aiid Suh-lnspeelois 

Keor^^anizalion of llie Eastern Bengal Jiiailwiiy 
I’olice 


Bs. 

o.liK) 

S.IMH) 


•19. /^<W.s nwl 

lait in ili<- n‘vise(l 
Lo less ])aynienls 
Tli(‘ t'sliiiiati‘ lor 
follows tlu' ri'vised 
ad oat a IK I foi* tlie 
for a ffrant to lIk 
for the hlri' of vi'ssi 
river lours. 

ol). Rdur itiou: 
sitK'e 19 1 1-1 : — 


Flltii<\(jv . — The eslimite lor IDlo-KJ was Ks. 1 IJII.OOO, 
( sl liiial.e this has Immui nMluet*d t(» Us. 1 1 ();),01K), ilui* 
1,0 pilots owin#^ to llh‘ partial siis, .elision of trad(‘. 
191(i-l7 amounts Us. LilliMKh) and j^enerally 
with reduced i^i'aiits lor victualling ollieiu’s and men 
purchase of mariiii* sUires. It includes Us. l.;»0,(KKI 
• (!hittai»:on<^ U(»rt 'IVust and Us. :iO,u*)0 lor charjLji^'s 
•Is for ti)win; tiu' yacht Rliolus <lunnf( llis Kxeellmicy’s 

-Tm' followiii^^ table sliows the c!iur^^-s un h'r this Imail 


111 AH'.. 


Vrii VI.**. 


11111-12. 1 i‘.*i2-i:t. j ii»!:i-n 


Thin i*i 

Dirfclidii 


:M7,1H1) 


liisj)cfiii»n 

... S,ll! IHU 

Udtt'lllllK'lli 

1 'llllfpl'ts 

(iciii'tiil 

... S,I7,!i7(5 

(lot ('iiimi'til ( 

tlllfUCS, 1*1 1» 

icSHltlll.ll 

.. ' ... a..a7,i2K 

(iMXCIIIIIII'lU 

ScluHils. 

(i(MI< r.ll 

. . l4.as74H 

(lot cniiiK'iil 

SrloK iIk, 

S|H‘<‘ltll 

.7 7.7,1.20 

(iraiilM iii-Hiil 

... 14,2H(i'.M 

801101111811^11 . 

... 2 1!M»41I 

MiSCdlllllK (Ills 

... 2 17,a(l7 

Holmidr. 

2.471 

E\|H'iidMiin‘ Ih'Io lli‘‘ imii- 

icriirriiifj; asMiguiiiciil id 

77 l.iklis 

.. 


I j,.i.f’)i)(M) I is,r>au 

’ 1 T.^'.nsii l.'il oaj 

' 7,H2 .'/.IS 7,H;t2US 

S,, '>(1,2011 S,:i.O !»24 

1,(10, .^7.’» it.r'7.:J2i 

22 SI. in 


I I'Jll 1.7 

I 

2,7:i.ai>o 
1 (i 2 ,{»(»:i 
ii:ai 

10 01,10.7 

! :5,(‘»l.ll2 

i 

21 2.7.22!! 


.7,1»S, 1.1.5 r»,7SK27 
17,21. .704 2o.irj.0.'U» 
2,24,101' 2,ll,(i:5S 

l,20..7ls r, 12,201 
1 l,0',i7 


(5,77, li»S 
ai.ii ms 
' 2.11.(51(5 
i a.ia,(5:i(5 
712 ■ 1 470 


Ijiiiiip ("’■'S' 0)1 iiiipiov - 
in^ |in])iitir ohuiiitioLi ... 
IjUinp pniMHiim for h<m'»ih<I- 
an oidoiilitiii 

Lmiip proviHKtii t'oi Iciniit 
nliK'nlum (n'ciirriii^) ... 

Ex(K‘ii(li(iirc‘ «»f llid irciiniii;; 
gruiil 

FurtluT Hviniiiifi ^r.uit ... 

Durcu riiivcrrtiiy uiiil IiosIl-In 

Dfltvji riiivi^rnity and 
IiohIcIh (ro'iirringj 

Total 


, V.l,21,H7:-i 


im.i 

I Uudjifl. 

1.17.000 

1.75.000 
K, 00, 000 

'.1,12.000 

I 

.1, .7-1. 000 

1 1.07 000 

(5 OO.OOO 
27,0(5,000 

i 2.-1 1,000 

1,11 ooo 

.1,000 

. H, 00,110 I , 

0 2.7,000 

1 . 70.000 

I 

ao.ooo I 

ia2 1,0 10 ' 

1 . 70.000 

1 , 00.000 
4.7,000 I 


1(5 

llcvihcd. 

' 1,1.7,000 
1 1,(5S,000 

; 0.2a, 000 

I 

0, (5s,o0(l 
a,7s,ooo 

1S,12.000 

7.ai*,ooo 

ao.2.7,000 

2.av,ooo 

l.S'l.OOO 

2,000 

, 11,000 

1, alooo 


• Itll'lgi't, 

r.»ii5 17. 


27 ,(IU 0 

2 00,000 
44,000 


, 1 , 17,000 
I 1 . 72,000 
I S 07,000 

I 

, o,a(5,oo(i 

I 

} a, (52, 00 0 
!i a, os 000 
I (5,hi,o(h; 

i<,.7a,ooo 

i 2 , 41,000 

I 1 , 01,000 
I 2,(HM 

1 

71.000 

0 , 27,000 

1 .. 70 , 00 (‘ 

ao.oo'o 

s,20 00 » 
1 , 70,010 


47 , 0(;0 


7a,76,S2tiSl 12,717 | 02,07,022*1,0.7,(52,000 s'J, (5 1,000 


SH aO,0(K) 


The estimate for 1915-16 wsis Re. 1,05,62, (»()(), but in tlio niviseil 
eatimate this has been reduced to Us. 69,6 1,000 with referenee to the 
actuals of the first nine montlis of the year. The docroase is chiefly duo to 
the non-utilization to tlie full extent of tlie Imiienal grants, and to tlie 
transfer of some grants to tlie Public Worics Depirtmeut for tlie construction 
of buildings, chiefly the Dacca University, the University Institute Ua cutta, 
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t]i() ikikcr Madrnssa IloHirl and tdir /yfiru-t raining Hcliools in Tliakiir^aim 
and oIIm*!* i)lac(*s. Tin' Inidgrt, [or 191(1-17 includes tin* following items : — 

i^s. 


Balane(‘ ol' lln^ to the Calcnlla [’'ni v(‘rsity 

lor hostel hiii Idiiigs ( J»s. Kllakhs) sanctioned hy 
I 111* (lovei’iimeiit j»f Ijjdia ... ... ... oOJlOd 

Additional giant to tin* Oalcntta rniversity lor 
hostids in addition to the iO lakhs sanctioned hy 
the (lovernment of India ... ... 

(Irani lor the completion of t he hnildings in jiro- 
gress in 191, >Hi which cannot Im* nn*l fi-om the 
Jhihlic Works l)e|Jartmenl grant ... ... 71, (Hid 

lCi*organi/.at ion of tin* cl(‘ri(‘al (‘stahiishm(*iit in the 
ollici' of the Director of Jhihlic Instruction ... o..3SS 

InsjK'clors for iMnhammatlaii Kdncation ... 

Additional tyrant for t ravidling allowances of In- 
spectors. Assistai t, Dejnity and Swli-Jnspechirs, 
and I hei r esiahlishments ... ... ... :2(>.d00 

Hegrant of savings out of the consolidati*d ginnt of 
tin* Presidency (-ollegi* ... ... ... a.oS!) 

'ri'inporary l(*cl urer for tin* Ik'lhiiin* (hdlei'i* ... l.oOO 

Pe(‘s to Professors at (.'hittagong and Pajsliahi 
Colleges lor law lectur(‘S ... ... ... l.tMId 

Ih’ovision for I last ings House School ... ... 

A Prench mist ress foj’ I>ow IJill School ... l.tStlO 

Two governesses for Dinajpnr and Pahna zenana 

classes ... ‘ ... ... ... 1.200 

Provision for additional stipends to pupils in 
f///c//-t l•aining schools ... ... ... ,‘10.000 

Dm* Leclur(‘r on Accountancy in t he (lov(‘rnment 
(.-oinmi'icial School ... ... ... ll.OOO 

(Jrant for Sciimlillc IJes(*arch hy Dr. .1. (’. Bose, 
including his allowances, etc. ... ... 00.100 


Tho Imperial grants are likely to he expended in lOlo-lti thus: — 



( irant. 

; PnOHAHLF, LXI>FA'J 1 > 1 TUKK 
IN lOl.vKi. 

d'olal jiroh- 
ahle 


Under il 
Hdiicalion. i 

'nd(‘r CM vil 1 
Works. 1 

expi'iidi- 

tiire. 

Noh-rettfrruty. 

Lump gram to the 

Ks. 

i 

1 1 

1 1 

Ps. 

Us. 

Calciitt;i Cniversity ... 
Lump grant for (‘Xpendi- 

KMKl.OOO 

j !l..'>0.000 


!),50.0(K) 

til re 

S,00,0(H) 

: 1.12,000 

;i, 76,000 

.x 18,000 

Dacca Pniversity Hostels 
lirrurrinfj. 

Lump graiil for expendi- 
ture for iinjiroving . 


1 

1 



])opiilai edneanoii 

!).2.).0()(l 

8,08,000 

11,0‘)0 

8,7i),0(K> 

Luniji grant 

(irant lor Secondary edu- ' 

13.2(MK«) 

ti.32,0 0 

1 

4.7.5,tM)0 

11.07,000 

cation 

<ii-!int IVsr IViiiiilc iMiucii- 


L.'iO.OOO 


1,50.<KK) 

lion 




30.000 

further grant 

Dacca University 

' I/KMltK) 

45.(100 

1.16,000 


1,46,000 

1 

Total 

i 45.-J0.(MH) 

29.18.000 

8,G2,0()O 

j 37,80.000 
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o] Medical . — grant Idi* liMn-lG was Us. 3(i. 13,000. 
Tliift has hcM‘ii nHlun-d to Us. 27,r)LMH)0 in tin* ivvisod ostinmt(' with 
refoToiici* to till* actuals of tin* first nine months of ilie year. The 
dccn‘as(‘ is chietly line to sa^ings in the grant for e.\|)i‘niiilure on sanita- 
tion anil also to tin* transler ol‘ a poii ion of the grant to tlie Uulilic Works 
Deparlinent. to Municiiialities and District Hoards to the head “17) — (’ivil 
Works, ’ and non-utiliV.itioii of tin* grants for the School ol Tropieal Mi‘dlcine 
and ineilical relief. Tin* (*.stiinatt‘ for^DH 6-1 7 is Us. 28 , 20,000 and includes 


the following items : — 

UN. 

lioeui allowaina* for (4vil Surgeon, Alipore, for 
charge of the Venereal Hospital ... ... 1,800 

Clinical lahoralory as4stant for Medical College 1,020 

Lady doctor for Sainhhu ^atli Uundit Hospital ... IMIO 
Ijiiinp grant f(*r sanitation ... ... ... 2..MU)00 . 

Charge.s for gratuitous ri*lief to malaria-stricken 
areas ... ... .. ... a,0(Mi 

(lovernment contrihution towards the pay ' f 

Health Otlici'rs ... ... ... 2i).l0tt 

Additional I )i‘inonstra(«n‘ for Medical College ... 1.200 

Increased provision for diet, clothing and bedding 
of lunatic asylums ... ... ... .‘>,000 

(Irani for establishnn'iit, etc., for investigation into 
tin* causation and prevalence ol Diaiu'ti'S in 
India ... ... ... ... 12,00 1 


The grants for I’n*siden'*,\ hospitals are shown behnv ■ — 


, Ksial.- Allo«- 

SihiiiH's , , , iiinl 1 Out 

,h‘-linu‘til , iiiurv , ,, ' 

Ollirt 
, S||J>|tIlfS. 

\ 

(‘ojltlll 

•>' IK «•., 

Tid'il. 


IN. 

IN IN. 

IN. 

' IN. 

IN. 

IN. 

Mnijciil Cdllcm* ll<is 

piinl ... 

.IH 11(10 

1 Iti.TiIo ('.so . 

'.M),0OU 

1.2 ‘.Mil 10 

so .’ilill 

:tyi 1,000 

(idiK'ial 

.^»S,l0l) 

1 1 iJtOo 

70 000 

i .12,200 

4!>,!»72 

2,10,000 


t-t.WO 

‘J7,'.»72 1 noooi 

:t7,ooo 

21 ,^00 

;ti),0US 

1,47,000 

Vk-Ihi 

foi IiC|tt‘ih 

1 

r. 1 10 

.’.,i;uo ; ISO . 

i 

17.000 

1,200 j 

7. (•20 * 

:jr),oo(' 

The following 

gran 

Is have l»efii 

.^aindioned 

from the 

lump jirovisioii 


for Sanitation in lOl.o-H) ; — 


Jfs. 


Hankura Munieip.ility for drainage and vvaler- 
supj)ly of the town 

Ant i-iiialarial operations conducted by the Sanitary 
Coiumissioner 

Distribution of (juinine among.-.t school children 
In the district of Hooghly anil in the Kalna 
Subdivision ... 

Ohillagong Munieipality to meet tin* jiay of its 
European Kngine.i*r-Secrclary 

(irjint to the Calcutta Corjioration for drainage of 
the fringe area ... ... 

Temporary establislinieni. Sanitary Engineer’s 
ollice 

E.xperimcnt on tin* sewage of Calcutta 

Contribution to Municipal ])ispcnsaries for the 
supply of adciiuato (jiiantities ofipiininc ... 

Contribution to Munici]»al Dispensaries towards 
the pay of Sanitary Insiiectors ... 

Dent of tlie house hired for the laboratory of the 
Special Deputy Sanitary Commissiom r for 
malaria research ... ... ... 

Siinitary arrangements. Lower Canges Dridge 
project 

Faridpur Municipality for drainage ... 

Dacca „ for conservancy 


1 i,o2:> 
12..MI1I 

:>,ooi) 

lll,2iKI 

42.1)17 

30,000 

.VlOO 

3,b2(i 

3,860 

i,];// 

856 

3,333 

7,5<K) 
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Biiiikuni District Bojiwl for tiiuk-(Ug#;iii|? and 

other sanitary Works ... ... ... 50.000 

Stcgomyia investigation ... ... ., 2,0(K) 

Cost of the 'jPowii-plaiiningexliibition !>y Professor 

Cieddes ... ... ... ... 11,000 

Free vaccination in Bakarpuij ... ... 3.500 

Gnint to Tijipera District ^Boai*d for excavating 
♦ Tanks ... ... ... 57,454 

linpmveinent of sanitation hi tlie town of 

Bankura ... ... ... 5,000 

r^^iting of the Bengali Almanac for 1323 for 

quinine od vert i seme nt ... ... ... 4,()02 

BnixlwaJi Municipality towards drainage scheme 25,300 

■' 

52. PoltticuL — Th(* t*Rtiinato for 1915-16 was Ks. 30,0()0, hut in 

the revised estimate tliis has hetm nulucc hI to J{s. 21,000 with 
reference to the actu ils of tlu' first eight months of^theyc'ar. ThcMleeroase is 
due to the post of the Political Agent, Hill Tipj)era, having romain(‘d vacant 
from l)eeenil)er 1914 to duly 191 . Tho budget for 1!) 16- 1 7 is Rs. 23,000. 

53. Agriculture , — The estimate for 1915-16 was Rs. 11,17.000, but 
with reference to iho actuals of the first nine months of tiie year the 
revised estimate has lK‘en raised to Rs. 11,61,000. Tho increase is due 
to the expansion r)f tho oj)orationR of tin* Agrhiultural l)e])artin(U)t as 
well as to the appointment of additional auditors and an additional 
grant for travelling allowances in the ('(»-op(*rative Departnn'iit. The 
budget for 1J)16-17 is Us. 11,29,000 and incliulos the following items of 
expenditun* : — 

Rs. 

Deputy Supcriiitendeiit for the Veterinary 

Department ... ... ... ... 2,400 

Allotment for travelling allowance of ditto ... 2,000 

Pit) vision for travelling allowance of ollieers of 
the Veterinary College to other provinces to 
enlarge their experientte ... ... 1,000 

Travelling allowance of additional Veterinary 

assiHlanta ... ... ... 5,8(K) 

Additional cost of serum ... ... ... 5,(K)0 

A(ttitional grant for travelling allowance of 

ollieers of the Agriculture Dei)artinent ... 22,000 

Appointment of two joverseei’s for the Bnrirhat 

and Rangpur dairy farms ... ... 720 

Appointment of clerks and servants for the 

Divisional Seed Btores ... ... ... ^-^2,400 

Travelling allowance of tho Superintendents and 

overseers of thir Experimental farms ... 4,730 

Potato, Benemeal and Ufra experiments ... 30,000 

Annual contribution to the Indian Tea Association 4,000 
Additional giant for seeds, manures, iinplementB, 

VeiitUi 4 ite., of the Divisional Seed Stores ... 8,235 

Additioval thsjiectors of the Co-opemtive Dei)urt- 

inent ... ... ... ^ 10,UC0 

Additional grant foi travelling allowance of the 

ollieers of the department ... ... 5,000 

54. ScteniiRc and other Miscellaneous De]^rimenis , — The total charges 
under this lie^ for 1916-16 were originally estimated at Rs. 5,05,000, but in 
the revised estimate this has been reduced to Rs. 4,64,000 with reference to the 
actuals of the first nine months of the year. The decrease is due to savings 
in the prant for cotitin^ncies of the Cinchona factory, to the post of 
the Certifying Surgeon being vacant for sometime, to smaller expenditure on 
fishery experiments and to saving in the office of the Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies, ti e post of the Assistant Registrar being vacant fot some time 



Rem^d Fimfwial Statetnmt. lOj 

Mr, Beatson Bell 

and the office removed to Government buildiuj^B. The oalimato for 191()-17 
8 Rs. 0,14,000 and includea the following provisions : — 

Rh. 

Expenditui*e on the devidopmont of industries ... J,(X),()0l) 
Director of Indiiatrios ... ... 30,001) 

Additional gmnt for stores for Cincliona factory ... 7;o()0 

Gmut for the maintenance of Dacca Museum ... G,<K)0 

Cost of constructing a iievr bungalow for the Assist- 
ant Superintendent of Emigmtiou, Goalundo ... 

Cost of the ivmoval and repairs of the office of the 
Assistant Hiiperintendeut of Emigration and 

other sheds to a different site ... ... 1,1()0 

Travellijjg allowance of Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrars ... ... ... ... l,00() 


55. Hupei'(inmatiou,‘->l\\{i estimate for 1915-16 is Rs. 31, 29, 01)0, but in 
the revised estimate this has been roduceci to Rs. 31,73,000 owing to smaller 
expenditure on commutation of pensions and retired allowances. Tiu^ estimarc^ 
for 1916-17 iS Rs. 33,71,000, and includes two lahks for commuted value ol! 
pensions a’ld an increased j^rovision of Rs. 75,000 over the revistid (^stnnato 
for superannuation, as the charges under this head rise yearly as the iinmher 
of pensioners increases. 

56. Stationery and Printing . — The estimate for 1916-17 is Rs. 13,48,(K)0 
agJiinst Rs. 13,87, 0(K) and Rs. 13,17,000, tho budget and reviscnl (‘stimatos 
for 1915-16 respectively, and Rs. 12,69,717, tho actuals of 1911-15. The 
following tal)l(' compares the figures : — 


Heads. 

Actuals, 

1914-15. 

Kh. 

Budget 

estimate, 

Revised 

estimate, 

Budget 

estimate, 

1 

1 

1915-16. 

Rs. 

1915-16. 

Rs. 

1916-17. 

Rs. 

Forms Department at the 





Pi’esidency 

65,264 




Stationery jmrehased in 





tliis country 

33,030 


32,000 

32,IK)0 

Government Presses ... 

5,66,836 

6,94,000 

6,51,000 

6,62,000 

Printing at private 



presses ... 

2,860 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000’“ 

Stationery supplied from 




Central Store.s 


6,60,000 

6.30,000 

6,50,000 

Refunds 

809 

2,000 

1 1,0(H) 

( 

1,000 

Total 

12,«!).717 

13,87,000 

13,17,000 

13,48,000 


The Forms Department has been amalgamated with tho Presidency Jail 
Press from the beginning of 1915-16. The savings iu 1915-16 under 
Government Presses werti chiefly under overtime and contingencies. 
The decrease under Presses in 1916-17 is due to smaller requirements of 
European stores for the Presidency Jail Press. 

67. Mi8cellane(m.--T\io budget estimate for 1915-16 was Rs. 10,16,000, 
but in the revised estimale this has been reduced to Rs. 6,58,000. Tho 
reduction is chiefly due to the adjustment under the appropriate heads 
of the expenditure on grain allowance and the charges sanctionel by 
His Excellency from the provision for petty grant and to the reappropri- 
ation of the reserve provision of Bs. 1,50,000 in order to meet expendi- 
ture under otl^r heads. Against these transfers an additional grant of 
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B8. 2| lakLb was sanctioned under Gratuitous relief. The estimate for 
1916-17 is Us. 12,28,000 and inlcudes the following items 

Rs. 


T 


2,25,000 

1,00,000 

4.00, (.00 

2.00. 000 

13.000 
9,516 

10.000 


Urutuitoiis relief 

Allotment for petty grants by His Excellency 
Ditto for grain allowance 

General Reserve ... 

Gnarautee charges for telegraph Uiies ... 

Subscriptiou to the Moslem Hitmshi ... 

Rewards for proficiency in Oriental languages 

68. Irrigation Major Works ( Working expenses )^ — The actual (expenditure 
during 1914-15 was Ks. 2,57,700 and the estimate for 1915-16 was 
lls. 2,67,000, but in view of the actuals of the first nine months of the year 
the revised estimate has been reduced to Us. 2,00,000. The decrease is 
chiefly duo to reduced expenditure on maintenance and repairs of the 
Midnapore Canal. The budget for 1916-17 has been placed at Rs. 1,90,000 
which is the minimum required to keep the canals in an efficient state of 
working. Ko expenditure is anticipated on silt clearance in the Hijili Tidal 
Canal. I'he Provincial share (ono-half) is Rs. 95,000. 


59. Irrigation hinor Works and Navigation . — The actual expenditure 
during 1914-15 was Us. 27,89,694, and the estimate for 1915-16 was 
Rs. 22,92,000, but in view of the actuals of the first nine months of the 
year this estimate Las been reduced to Us. 22,50,000 in the revised estimate. 
The decrease is under Agricultural and 4)rainag^ works. . The estimate for 
1916-17 is Rs. 20,92,000 and includes the following items : — 


Rk. 

Creating n spill from the Bidyadhari river ... 1,00,000 

Constructing an embankment witli sluices along 

the south side of the Madaripur Bhil Channel 1,00,000 
Dredging the Lower Komar river at Char 

Maguria ... ... ... ... 50,000 

Training vs^orks in the river Ganges ... 10,000 

Dredging tlie Bbugiratbi entmiice ... ... 15,000 

Completing the new head w’orks of the Eilen 

Canal .. ... ... •• 15,000 

Training works in the Dlmleswari and Buriganga 

riveis by bandelling ... ... ... 85,000 

The cremation of a spill from the Bidyadhari river is a work of 
extreme urgency : if it bo deferred for even two or three years the removal of 
the Calcutta Sewage outfall and the stoppage of all iiavigal ion through the 
Dhappa lock at an expemditure which can barely be estimated — certainly not 
less than a crore of rupees — will have to he faced. The Provincial share is 
one-half and amounts to Us. 11,25,000 for 191.5-16 and Rs. 10,46,000 for 
1916-17. 

60. Civil Works in eharge of the Public ll^orfcs D€partment.--T\iQ 
estimate for 1915-16 was Us. 64,88,000, l)ut in the re viscid estimate this 
has been raisi^d to Us, 68, (K), 000 on account of expeiiditiiri^ of the special 
grants sanctioned during the year for tifb Dacca University, Calcutta 
University Institute, Baker liobtel, jiu/ti-t raining schools and sc^veral other 
projects. 'Phe estimate for 1916-17 is Hs. 52,60^['00, and is distributed 
as shown below. 



1IU.H. 

1916-17. 


Badftt. 


Badflot. 


Rb. 

Rb. 

Ha. 

Establishment 

Tools and Plant, Stock 

13^, (XK) 

12,50,000 

13,00,000 

and Su8i)eiise . ... 

50,000 

1,67,000 

50,000 

Repairs 

22,00,000 

22,23,000 

24,00,000 

Works in progress 

24,57,900 \ 

31,60,000 

r 8,60,000 

New works ... 

4,30,100 1 

. 16,50.000 

Total ... 

({4,88,000 

68,00.000 

- 62,60,000 
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The grant for new works is distnbutod thus ;■ 


Minor worke and reserve-- 


Education 

Rs. 

... 50,000 

Medical 

... 25,000 

Hegistration 

... 12,000 

Police (Mufa.sHil)... 

... 35,000 

Calcutta Police ... 

... 10,000 

Jails 

... 30,000 

Excise 

... 6,000 

Courts of Law ... 

... 5,000 

Agriculture 

... 8,000 

Commissionei'H of Divisions 

... 5;i,000 

Residences of Local Government 

... 10,000 

Ai*chtt!ological works 

... 20, (KX) 

Public Works Department reserve 

... 59,000 


Ha. 


3,20,000 


New major toorks^ 

Conatmction of (irains and privies in 
the Alipore District Judge's Court. 

(This is necessary in order to comply 
with a requisition from theOuicutta 
Corporation) ... ... ... 21,300 

Construction of a residence for the 
Suiwrinteiident of Police, Burdwan, 
for whom no house at present exists 34,000 
Construction of a combined reserve 
oiiice and a guard house in the 
Keserve Police lines at Bankura ... 9,000 

Construction of a new hospital for the 
DinajpurJail ... ... ... 40,000 

Extension of the Sadar Hegistration 
(dllce at Buidwan ... ... 7,300 

Construction of a Sub-Kegistry office 
at Madhu pur, Mymensingh ... 0,500 

Construction of a Sub-Kegistry office 
ut Mutla, 21-t*arganas ... ... 5,900 

Construction of a Sub-Kegistry office 
at Mirscrai, Chittagong .. ... 5,500 

Unallotted ... ... ...2,00,000 

3.30, 0(X) 


61. Civil Works iii charge of Civil Depart estinmto tor 1915- 
16 was Rs. 22,09,00<», but in the revised estimate this has boon raised to 
Rs. 22,56,000. The increase is due to the special grants sanctioned for 
digging tanks in the affected areas of B inkura and Tippera ; Rs 42,017 to 
the Calcutta Corporation for the fringe area drainage and Rs. 7,500 for 
water-supply in Bankura Municipality gainst savings in the allotments at 
the disposal of the Divisional Commissioner and the District Magistrates 
as well as to the transfer of a portion of their grants to Kiiucation 
and Medical. The estimate for 1916-17 amounts to Rr 11,40,000 
and includes the following:— 

Rb. 

Grant to the Calcutta Improvemwit Trust ... 1,50, (XX) 

Special grants at the ‘disposal of the Divisional 
Commissioners ... ... ... .•• 1|00,000 

Special gknts at the disposal of the District 
Magistrates ... .•• ••• ••• 52,000 

Augmentation giants ... ...' ... 7,03,000 

Grants to District funds for road works 67,631 
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AoxrAiJi. 


1915-16. 

1916-17. 

KKOBII'TS. 

1912 i:t. 

1913-14. 

1914-16. 

SanctiuDcd 

estiiuate. 

Revised 

eytimato. 

Budget 

estimate. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


7 


Rh. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Rs. 

Ks. 

Ra. 

Opening halnnco 


3,13,30,270 

.8,18,11,112 

2,81,31,000 

2,72,60,000 

2,58,90,000 

noipal of Kevomic — 







1 — LrihI Revcuiie 

IV—Stompa 

V—Exciw) 

VI — Provincial Ratoa 

VIII — Income Tax ... 

IX— ForentK 

X — lU‘gi«tratioii 

l,fi(),fi4,024 

1,0:1,71,927 

1,87,59,045 

.82,02,152 

27,76,H2d 

iri,o0,fi01 

lH,2;i,l«l 

1.56,99,108 
1,09,5.5,415 
1,53,88,578 
1,31, :840 
.88,18,958 
15,15,111 
20,15,144 

1,55,17,80.8 
1,01, .84, 133 
1,53,74,524 
1,70,453 
34,92,305 
13,04,496 
18,12,868 

1.58.97.000 

1.01.50.000 
1,60,00,000 

1,10,000 

.80,50,000 

14,50,000 

19,00,000 

... 

1,62,28,000 

1,11,00,000 

1,50,00,000 

2,25,000 

34.00. 000 
11,25,000 

20.00. 000 

1,60,12,000 

1,12,00,000 

1,50,50,000 

1,04,000 

63.40.000 

11.60.000 
20,50,000 

Total 

4,95,95,735 

4,91,28,665 

4,78,06,582 

4,85,57,000 

4,90,78,000 

5,09,06.000 

XIl-lntercHt 

.5,00,71:1 

4,29,999 

4,14,466 

.5,29, 00'^ 

5,:86,000 

6,54,000 

K)ipte by Civil Dopartniout— 







XVI — Law and Juaiice — 







A— Courta of Law ... 

B— Jaila ... 

XVII— Police 

tVIII — Porta and Pilottig»? 

XIX— Education ... 

XX— Medical 

SXI.^t— Agriculture 

KXIH— Scientific and Miacellaiieoufl Depart- 
nienta ... ••• 

8,14,901 

7,0.1,353 

2,39,082 

17,52,191 

7,77,675 

4,25,73:1 

79,544 

1,38,287* 

8,42,811 

6,71,947 

1,56,684 

16,76,504 

8,10,953 

4,20,307 

78,756 

1,98,925 

8,50,139 

8,34,256 

1,77,419 

15,52,988 

8,47,110 

3,94,558 

71,578 

4,61,291 

9.13.000 

7.50.000 
l,M5,Ot>0 

15,20,000 

8.85.000 
3,80,(X)() 

82,001) 

:8, 53,000 

8.40.000 

9.. 83.0(X) 

1.. 57. 000 
n,1.5,0(M) 

8.77.000 
:i, 59,000 

H4,(M)0 

5.20.000 

8,:80,000 

8.02,000 

1.67.000 
14,25,000 

9.05.000 
3.81,(M)0 

94,000 

.5,22,000 

ToUl 

49,:il 867 

48,55,987 

51.99,439 

51,80,000 

51,85,000 

61,26,000 

loellauoouM — 





1 


XXII — Koceipta in aid of Supiiraniuiatiou ... 
CXIII — Stationery and Printing ... 

XXV — MiacellttueouH 

48,210 
1,20,103 
7, 72, ,839 

38,886 

1,37,852 

7,68,750 

58, ,55 7 
1,49,504 
5,71,057 

40,000 

1.32.000 

6.90.000 

67,(X)0 

1,16,000 

5,30,000 

55,000 
' 1,27,000 

6,52,000 

Total 

9,40,6.52 

9,4,5,5t)8 1 

1 8,79,228 

8,62,000 

8,03,000 1 8,35,000 

igation — 

KXIX — Major Worka (direct receipts} 

1,36,959 

1,23,290 

1,26,981 

1,20,000 

1,29,000 

1,29,000 

XXX— Minor Works and Navigation — 







By Public Works D-'jiartincnt ... 
By Civil Department 

.8,20,105 

1 24,925 

2, M2, .520 
24,421 

2,43,2.83 

24,725^ 

2,85,000 

25,000 

.8,10.000 

2.5,000 

.^10,000 

26,000 

Total 

4,81,989 j 

4,30,231 

1 3,94,939 

4,30,000 

4,64,000 

4,64,000 

ildinga and Roads — 

XXXl-Civil Works— 







By Public Works Department ... 
By Civil Department 

3, 86, OBI! 
1,42,683 

4,84,258 

1,66,034 

• 6,62,750 
1,46,493 

4.26.000 

1.67.000 

<1,00,000 

1,50,000 

4.30.000 

1.59.000 

Total 

5,27,559 

6,00,292 

7,09,243 

5,82,000 

7,60,000 

5,89,000 

Transfer between Impoiial and Pro- 
vincial Koveniiua 

4-1,46,73,885 

4-57,52,800 

-(-68,05,878 

4-66,67,000 

4-68,16,000 

4-34,80,000 

Total BeeeipU 

7,l«,&3,40i 

6,21,41,472 

6,22,09,396 

6,18,07,000 

6,26,31,000 

6^0,04,000 

Cbamd Total 

8,82,78,401 

9,84,71,742 

40^1,007 

8,92,88,000 

8,98,91.000 

8.78,94,006 



Mf. SeiiioA BAl. 
Bengal Provincial Expenditure, 


105 


) 10 .] 


Expikoitdbl 

Actualb. 

t91M6. 

1916*17. 

1912*13. 

1913.14. 

1914*15. 

Sanctioned 

estimate. 

Revised 

estimate. 

Budget 

estimate. 

‘ i 

^ i 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

ireot demand on the Kevenuer— 

1. Refnads and Drawbaoka ... 

2. AaaigniiienU and ComponBatiuna 

3. Land Revenue 
ft. Stampi) 

7. Excise 

8. Provincial Rates 

10. Income Tax ... 

11. Forests 

12. Registration .«• 

Rs. 

1,44,035 

50,905 

32,36,128 

3,63,685 

5,97,657 

39,209 

76,469 

6,60,794 

10,50,903 

Rs. 

I, 35.656 
27,169 

34,40,775 

3,61,566 

6,26,743 

**77,288 

6,40,157 

II, 26,558 

Rs. 

2,00,906 

34,273 

33,89,970 

3,11,133 

7,17,586 

77,042 

6,70,935 

11,17,210 

Rs. 

1.41.000 

42.000 

36.66.000 

3.03.000 

8.02.000 

76.000 
6,66,000 

11.23.000 

Rs. 

1,82,000 

31.000 
35,87,000 

3.15.000 

8.03.000 

77.000 

6.20.000 
11,22,000 

Rs. 

1.50.000 

85.000 

84.52.000 

3.48.000 

8.39.000 

76.000 

6.64.000 

11.09.000 

Toul 

62,09,785 

64,34,902 

65,19,054 

68,19,000 

9fi,87,W)0 

66,63,000 

13, Interest on Ordinary l>obt ... 

4,42,546 

4,39,89? 

4,39,663 

4,40,000 

4,78,000 

6,10,000 

lalaries and Expenses of Civil Dopartinont — 

18. Qeneral Adniinifltratlon 

.at 1 V (Courts of Law ... 

13. Law and Jnslioo | 

20. Police ... *.. 

21. Ports and Pilotage ... ... 

22. Eduuatioii ..« ... ... 

24. Medical 

23. Political .»• m ••• 

26A. Agricultore ..• ... ••• 

2ftD. Sdeutific ami Misoenaneous Depart* 

roents ... 

25,46,112 
9ft, 39, 400 
19,61,8.32 
83,99,869 
12,16,009 
73,76,829 
28,42,133 
38,876 
7,72,137 

8,91,816 

24,29,759 
1,00,37,547 
22,62,882 
94,71,081 
14,28,377 
' 81,12,516 
28,50,459 
32,975 

1 9,06,7*76 

5,19,023 

24,18,167 

l,03,78,2(K) 

23,50,828 

1.03,72,546 

13,78,205 

92,07,022 

30,15,1.54 

18,358 

10,22,161 

5,16,108 

23.74.000 
l,0t,8f00() 

21.94.000 

1.06.35.000 
i 14,76, OtK) 

1.05.62.000 

36.19.000 
30,000 

11.17.000 

5,05,000 

24.06.000 

1.85.40.000 

24.31.000 

1.10.26.000 

14.05.000 
89,61,800 

27.52.000 
24,000 

11.61.000 

4,64,000 

24.36.000 
1,00,20,000 

25.50.000 
1,11,12,000 

13.30.000 

88.80.000 

28.25.000 
28,000 

11.29.000 

6,44,000 

total ... j 

3,54,85,703 

3,80,51,394 

4,06,76,738 

4,25,81,000 

4,11,70,000 

4,08,99,000 

MisooUanotNis-* 

29. Superannuation, etc. ... ... 

30. Stationery and Printing ... ... 

3;^ MiseellaoeoHM .«• 

29,25,688 

13,34,429 

4,25,610 

31,00,288 

14,85,406 

.5,87,418 

31,98,648 

12,69,717 

4,38,208 

34.29.000 

13.87.000 

10.16.000 

i 

31,73,000 

13,l7,f)00 

6,58,000 

33.71.000 

13.48.000 

12.28.000 

Total 

46,85,727 

51,73,112 

49, Of), ,573 

68,32,000 

51,48,000 

59,47,000 

Famine Relief and Insurance— 

36. Reduction or avoidance of Debt ... 

60,000 

j 

ft ),000 

60,000 

60,0.)0 

60,000 

60,000 

Railways (Revenue Aocoants)— 

40. Subsidised Companies — Land, etc. 

—363 

579 





Total 

59,637 

60,579 

1 

6i),i)()0 

60,000 

60, 000 

on, 000 

Irrigation— 

42. Major Works- 

Working expenses 

Interest on Del)t ... 

1,17,858 

1,75,618 

1,48,895 

1,09,993 

1,28,850 

1,75,578 

1.33.000 

1.70.000 

1,00,1)00 

1,76,000 

95,000 

1,76,000 

43. Minor Works and Navigation— 

By Public Works Department 

By Civil Department ... .«• 

7,68,153 

965 

9,62,228 

982 

13,69,847 

10,657 

11,46,000 

1,000 

11,25,000 

1,000 

10,46.000 

• 

Total ... 

BjtUdings and Roads— 

45. Civil Works— 

By Public Works Department .*.• 

„ GIvit Dopartmeut ... 

10,62,594 j 12,82,098 

16,84,932 

14,60,000 

14,02,000 

1.3,18,000 

6321,765 { 76,64,365 
26,80,384 ; 25,74:263 

1,00,81.625 

23,92,099 

i 

64.88.000 

22.09.000 

68,00,000 

22,56,000 

52.60.000 

11.40.000 

Total 

90,02,139 

I 1,02,10,648 

j 

1,24,73,724 

86,97,000 

90,56,000 

64,00,000 

Total Ohargas 

5,69,48,131 

1 6,16,60,630 

6,67,60,684 

6,58,29,000 

6,40,01,000 

6,17,97,000 

(^mg Balanae 

3,13^70 

i 3,18,11,112 

2,72,60,323 

2,41MOOO 

2,58,90,000 

2,60,97,000 

' ' dtiND ToTja 

8,82;78,401 

9,34,71,942 

9,40,21,007 

8,99,88,000 

8,98,91.000 

8,78,94,000 

P(ovbeial i«|dtia {¥) or de&oit (— >, ... 

+1.47,06,J7« 

ij ■l•4,80,n2 

-45,50,789 

1* -40,22,000 

-18,70,000 

4-2,07,000 







^ 916 .] 


Bmind FimneuU- 

Mr. liecAM. Bell. 


407 





Prwincial Rates 




Bevi^ Financial Statement 
Mr. BeaUon Bell. 



Ronudiufi: 



VTA — Law ttfid Justice — Courts of Law 


Bevised 


Statement 


[13tu March, 





1916 .] 


Btmei Financial Statement. 
jifr..BeatM>n Bell. 


Ill 



4,26,733 ' 4.20,307 ’ 3,04,558 3,80,000 j 3,59,000 3,81,000 Revised base*! oii niuo inonlh-’ avtuds. 


XXI A — AffriciUiure — 


1-12 


Revmd Finnncud Statement 
Mr, Beatson Bell, 


[13th Makch, 




1916.] 


Sevited Fimndal Statement 
Mr. Bealtott Bell. 


113 



5,96 t*65 ' 6.29,500 i 5,73,000 5.92,000 > 


pepniauoa — 


114 


Revited Fifianeial Statement. 
Mr. Beateon Bell. 


[13th March 




£XX-^Minor Works atid Navigation 


1916.1 


Sevited Financial Slatement. 


116 


Mr. Beatscn Bell. 




JTJP'JT — Minor Works and ^aviffation— concluded 


jReoi^ Financial Statement. 
Mr. Beateon Bell. 


[13th March, 



Police Imildings wliicli have been demoNahed and sold. 

Bndget baaed on normal receipts and follow the actuals of 
1913-14. The actuals of 1914>15 included special receipts 
ou account on the profits of the Darjeelinp Himalaj'aii 
Railway and sale proems of the old Presidency Jail buildings. 


1916.] 


Rtviaed Finandal Statetnent. 


117 


Mr. Beatson Bell. 



Tirfns/ers betwemi Impenal €md Provincial — conclndM 


iiS Bm'ted Financial Statsititnt. [ 18 th Mxbch, 

Ur. Beatson Bell. 





Bengal Provincial Expenditure^ in detail of minor heads, 

[FigiiroK in columns G and 7 are those wliich ha^e been passed by the Govemmciit of India 


1916 .] 


Rtvited Financial Statement 
Mr. Beateon Bell. 


119 



rounding ... | , — 606 I — 6 ] 

Total ... I 6a905 1 *27,15** 34,273 42,000 ^,000 ' 86.000 J Revised based on the actaab of the 6rst nine bbobUm. 



Revised Financial Statement 

* 

J/r. Beatson Bell. 


[ISth Mabcb 



Tot<U i 1,35,877 2,43,865 69,843 2,00,000 | 1,62,000 I 1,00,000 Bnd^t boHUfl nn fictual 


Rmritti Fimndal Slattmint 
Mr. SeatBon Bell. 


m 


me.] 



rouudii'g 



1912-13. 1913-14. 1914 15 Sanctioned Re^i3e^ Budget 

I estimate. estimate. ' estimate. 


: FinamUl Skienient. 

. Mr. Meamn. MeU. 


[13th MitflH, 




cting Katablisliinent 



BtKtttM. Bm. 




[lltB Maiicb. 


124 Rmttd Fmaiuial StattmenL 

Mr. Beatton BeU. 



lUeM mnM guomtA iSft 

Mr. Beoikm BM, 






25,46,712 1 * 24,29,7594 24,18,167 | 23,74,000 I 24,06,000 I 24,36,000 ! Beviaed bued on tfie ootmlB cf the firot nine 





19 A — OauriB' o/Maw^ 



1,27,71S 1,39,957 j 1,64,961 ‘ 1,62,000 1,65,000 1,59.000 






jbeaUon mi 






128 


hevised Fihancial Statement. 
J/r, Beatson Bell, 


\ 

[13th If ARCH, 




1916.3 


Bemed Fimmal Stnfment. 


129 




i^oii cfi — eonchuled 


- .130 


Revised " F inandal Stn tement. 


[13th Mabch, 




1916.1 



Ttevised Financial Mtai^^hent 

J/r. Beatson Belt. * , 




22^EdvMtian 


182 


ofimwBiii nnwrKun aiuieMtlt. 

Mr. Seatiotv Bell. 


flSTH MaMS. 




GoTeriiiiiciit CoIIcfrt'H, Piofe*JsioiiaI 




22 — Education — concluded 


Uevispil titiileniPni. 

Mr. Ilrntxmi Bril. 


[IHth Makoii 


JS-l 




Elliot MaJrttssa aiiJ other attached howtels. 


1916 .] 


Financhtl Stulnufht. 
Mr. lirtitsnn HrJi. 


1 



on ttio actuals of ti 



24 — Medical- 


136 


Rpvhod Htiancial Statement. [ 13 th Makch, 

Mr. BeatRon Bfdl. 






Seeuei Ftitemeiat Statmmt. 


1»7 


Mr. Station Bell. 




— Political- 


188 


Bevited Ftmndal Statement, 


[13th Maboh, 


. Mr. Beatton Bell. 



1916 .] 


Bemed Fmaneial Stalemont. 
Mr. Btatson Bell. 


189 




Bmtei Fintmid 
. Mr.. Bdl. 


[18th l(4ltCH, 




... I 29,25,688 j 31,00,288 j 31,98,648 34,29,000 31,73,000 i 33,71,000 Kevised based on the actuals of tlje first nine, iDOntbfi. 


— Stationery and Printhvr/ 


1916 .] 


/P'-merf Ftmncinl Statement. 
J/r. Beaten Bell. 


141 




32 — Miscellaneous — Concluded 


142 Revised Financial Statement [13th MakCh* 

Mr, Beatson Bell, 




43 — Minor Works and Navigation 


1916.] 


Revised FinaHcial Statement. 
Mr. Becdson Bell. 


148 




43 — Minor Works and Navigation —concluded 


144 


Rt^viml Financial Siatement 


[13th Mak II, 



Total Works for which neither Cnpital 

nor Revenue Accoiinls are kept ... 1,23,707 ' 1,97.610 2.77,585 j 2,18, .500 3,49.137 2,57,900 

Total Trrigallon and Navigation Works 9,23,470 i 10,68,618 17,51,961 , 12..34,.500 14,91,987 , 13,44,600 



AdBicultubal and Drainage Wobks. 


1916.] 


Revised Finaiwial Statement 

Mr. Beatton Rell. 


145 




146 


RevUed Financial Statement. 


[ISth March 


J/r. Beafson Bell. 




H^vmd Financial Stateinent. 147 

Mr. Beat son Bell. 

•APPENDIX C. 


Statement of receipt and charges of DiMrict Boards and the District 
Hoad Fund in Bmgal. 

J^KCEIPTH. 


Heads i»k KE\ENrE. 

AeitiaK 

Ue\ isc'l 
estimate. | 
ini5-ir, 

Bildi''-l 

estiinatf. 

1310-17 

Uem.\kks. 


Its. ' 

its 

Hh 


Lund KevoDUf 

:dn4 ! 

S42 

842 


Luen] Kateu 

ni.:47,27H 1 

03,8(5,2(14 

1 

05,00,020 

Ue])reHenlH cullectiona of 
lictli Head and Piiblie 
Works CeHHCs 

Interest 

iK.4.^r. 

20.3(13 


IncliideH intcreHt on 
arruiir collectiutiH of 
tin* Pulilic Works 
CoHK 

Luw and Just in* — C(mrl^ cl Law ... 

4,1 , 

3.(135 

2,520 


Police 

Edui'ution 

;idv.»,4'»' 1 
12,.^8,ii:ho ' 

3,ti(i,0>)7 

3,57,711 

3,07,278 

8,23,800 

PepreHt‘ntHi(*iei|)tH trom 
poiinds 

Medical 

Kll,.')K() ' 

38, .57 4 

30,453 


ScieiititiL uiid MiKCcllaueous I)e])iirt- 
iiieiits 

i 8.7 ‘.i7 

j : 

8.205 

7,105 


Stationery and Printing 

i 1)17 ■ 

3t)0 

' 200 


MisccllaneoiiH 

1 i,2i.rM;ii ' 

3.02,1 1*^ 

' 12 811 


Hallways ... 

! li'.i.i’i.'id ' 

i 

03,0011 

, 71,001) 


Iirigution — Minor \V<iii- 

; 2<i.7(i4 

10,100 

18,750 

• 

CimI Woiks 

j K{.4d,lMH 

10,35 715 

7,57.471 


Delil. l)e|KiHitK a id Advanct-s 

. (;,n<),.'120 , 

0,70.411 

. 5 28,573 

J 

Tor.il 

1 

: l,oii,ii«,842 

'.i3,3(..8i;5 

'.(1,87.305 

1 

Ojiening lialanc 

:itv'>r.,;t22 

.40.05.284 

',(,34.320 

i 

IjKAMi Toiai- 

l..!7.riJi.l ltd , 

1 

i 1 

! 1 30.02 1 13 

1,01.82,231 

i 


■ TJiit itenj «li<l iii't npin'Br Id thu It'vlfcKl FlnHnriRl.-tHtfmrnr .if ihimdu*! m (ouikII on ili« l.ith Marchi lUl'-i f'U' « m In-4'1 U>»| 
BtidKct form of Hit Stattment pneenii'il lothfCeuncll on Hi' 27rh M'ln li H»i' 


148 


Revised Financial Statement. 


[13th Mabch, 


Mr. Beatson Bell, 

Chaboes. 


Heads of Eyi'ENDiTuiiE. 

ActiialH, 

lill4-l.S. 

ItuviHcd 

eHtiinat(% 

Budpt 

CHtiiriute, 

Ubmabks. 


1916-16. 

I91«.17. 



Uh. 

Uh 

Uh. 



2.650 

30,595 

20,969 


Luiiil <‘11(14 ... 

44 

2,202 

3,872 


Local UatfH 

2,00,4fl7 

1,48,096 

1,71,160 

UcproHnntH proviaion for 





the entire cliargua of 
the CeBa-Gollecting 





establi aliment which is 
wholly borne by the 
DiHtrict Boards. 

IiiteroHt 

13,530 

6,964 

6,590 


General AdnituiHtration 

2,61,756 

2.87,665 

2,95,823 


Law and Jnatice — Courtn of Law ... 

3,179 

4,971 

5,452 


Police 

22,105 

28,412 

24,729 


PorlH and PiloluKc 

6,785 

10,100 

8,300 


Education ... 

24,95,4Hl 

26,92,813 

21,75,072 


Medical 

6,92,358 

8,65,600 

7,98,200 


Hcicnlilie and MiacellaueoUH lX.‘part- 

82,815 

1,27,681 

1,42,803 


inentH. 





Superannuation and P(>nHionH 

53,099 

62,933 

74,276 


Stationer} and Printing 

.32,087 

35,»;9o 

32,475 


MiHcellaneoiiH 

25,063 

31,399 

30,769 


Famine Heliet 

.168 

1.76,858 

34,900 


KailwavH ... 

3,400 

... 



Irripitioii — Miikh Workh 

14,716 

2,09,996 

... 


Civil Works 

61,02,392 

66,59,885 

.51,90,514 


IVel, IX'poHilH mid AdvuneeH 

4 1,87, ,56, 5 

6,26,063 

4,89,503 


Total ... : 

1,06,89,880 

1,20,07,823 

9.5,05,437 


r 

Cloaiiif; biilunei' ... j 

1 

I, 

30,65,284 

9,94,326. 

6,76,794 


1 

UllAND ToI'AL ... 1 

1 

1,37,55,164 

1,30,02,149 ' 

1,01,82,231 





> 





SCHEDULE OK NEW SCHEMES ESTIMATED TO COST MORE THAN Ra. 5,000 IN ANY ONE YEAR 

WHICH IS PROPOSED TO UNDERTAKE DURING 1916-17. 


1916 .] 


Uevised Fimndal ShUemeiti. 
Mr. Bmtsnn licit. 



HnJothfr f.liarjr*i' 



160 


lievisei Fimnnal Statement. 


[13th March, 



151 


lievisrd Ftnanvial SUiiemnU. 


^Mt\ Bent son Bell. 



The <»ch‘ Til*- " ill • l•'^«‘^lJIIlerll opJ»jr F,. 

■lat* -i the 'JtitU au>J ibi* unTi p-r n* rum 

rxpeii'litvir*' in'-orpil i»i li*14-l5. 



Estimate of cltimat*^ i Estimate of Expespiturf 

MAXIMUM COST. \ IS 1916 - 17 . 


]52 Revised Financial Statement. [13th March. 


^ Mr. Beatson Bell. 



1916.] 


Hevited Ftnandal Statement 
Mr. Beatson Bell. 


153 



t(> iiiakf ft lump pn'vi'iou o] 
. Ill partial eff*-i t to the ^cller^p 



154 


Revised Financial Statement. 
Mr. Beatson Bell. 


[13th Makch, 



iiecvssary, it is proponed to make provision in tlie 


1916 .] Revised Financial Statement. 155 

Mr. Beatson Bell. 



156 


li (‘vised Financial Statement 


[iSrn March, 


Mr. Beat son Bell. 



B. S Prew— 1-4-1916- -3633J— 350— A. H.L. 



1916.] BesoluHom on tho Bms^d Finmdal Staiomni. 167 

Mavlvi Mazharul Anwar Chaudkuri, 

The Hon*ble Mr. BEATSON BELL aaid 

“ My Lord, I have only to invite the attention of the House to the memo- 
randum, dated tlie 11th March, which has been placed in the hands of Hon’blo 
Members. The brief purport of this memoranduin is that duriiiir thcj last few 
months receipts have come in somewhat better than we liatl anticipated. As 
a result we have Ix'oii able to make an additional allotmtmt for purposes of 
sanitation and an additional allotment for purpt)Sos of polioo. Tho additional 
sanitary allotm(3nt is 1 lakh of rupees and the ailditional police allotment is 1 J 
lakh. Tho other items in tho ineinoiMndura are self-explanatory.” 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Appendix to the List of Bust ness-^ Motion No, 1, — The Hon’blo Maulvi 
Mazharul Anwar Ghaudhuri moved tho following resolution : — 

Expenditure — Head 43 — Minor Works and Naoiyation, 

This Council recommends to the Governor in (council that — 

(a) a sum of Rs. 20,000, or such smaller sum as may bo deemed 
sufficient, be set apart to meot tho cost of selecting tho site 
of a 8('cond n'servoir for the Dainodar river and for tho 
preliminary surveys, etc., in connection therewith ; and 

{h) the said sum bo taken out of tho grant of Us. 1,00,000 provided 
in the Financial Statement for constructing an embankment 
with sluices along the south side of the Madaripur Bhil 
Channel, or from the allotment of Rs. 1,00,000 in tho hands of 
His Excellency tho Governor for petty grants. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, I fully discussod the subject of the misery and loss annually 
caused by the floods of tho Damodar river in about 800 villages in tho 
districts of Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah, when I had the honour of moving 
a resolution on tho subject on tho 8rd March, liH4, ainl 1 do not wish to trouUo 
the Council again' with th(‘m. Tho sympathotie reply whicli the Hon’ble 
Mr. Finniraon} ' gave on that (K*easion led the |»ooj)lo to believer that the 
Government were considering the Hubj(*ct with an earnest desire to Indp 
them as far as possible. When in November, 1!)14, your Excellency, in 
your reply to the address of tho Hooghly District Board, announced the 
schem(3 recommended by Mr. Addams- Williams, the long-suffering people 
came to entertain very high hopes that their miseries would soon bo over 
Unfortunately for them and for the world, this terrible war which is now 
raging in throe continents broke out, and the people had perforce, to come to the 
conclusion that they would have to wait till the restoration of poace and the 
return of normal linancial conditions, for the scheme to be fully given effect to. 
But the people fully believed and hoped that the preliminary works, such as, 
selection of sites of reservoirs, etc., etc., recommended in the schome, would 
in the meantime be completed ; and this hope and belief were strengthened 
when a provision of Rs. 35,000 was made for this purpose in tho Budget of 
1915-16, for the purpose of these preliminary works. 

My Lord, in consequence of that provision the site of one reservoir has 
been selected and the preliminary surveys in connection therewith have been 
made. If no provision be made in the Budget of 1916-17 for the selection of 
the site of the other reservoir, people will necessarily come to tho conclusion 
that the scheme, which your Excellency’s speech at Chinsurah and the 
provision in the Budget of 1915-16 of Rs. 35,000 for the preliminary works in 
connection with this scheme, i)roved to have been adopted by Government, 
has now for some reason or other been abandoned, and they will again fall 
into the slough of despair. Consequently, my Lord, it is necessary that 
some provision should be made in the Budget under disciis^on tor continuing 
and completing the preliminary works recommended in the scheme. 



158 ResolutioriB on the Revieed Financial Statement [13th March, 

Air, Beatson Bell; Rai R.C. Pal Bahadur, 

Now the question is about ways and means. My Lord, it is not likely 
that the whole sum of Rs. 1,00,000 provided in the lludgot for the construction 
of the Embankment on the south side of the Madaripur Hhil Channel will be 
sj)ent in the course of the next financial year, and the work will not suffer if a 
small sum be taken from the sum of Us. 1,00,000 and be used for the selection 
of the site of the remaining reservoir in connection with Mr. Addams- 
Williams’s scheme ; and the sum so taken be again provided in the Budget 
of 1917-18. In the course of the year, there may be savings on other 
heads, and, if necessary, the whole sum of lis. 1,00,000 for the Madaripur 
Bhil embankment be made good from those savings by the C3nd of the year. 
If, however, it be found impossible to take any sum from the Madaripur Bhil 
Embankment Scheme, the small sum necessary for the purpose of this 
resolution may safely bo taken from the allotment of Rs. 1,00,000 in his 
Excellency’s hands for petty grants. 

My Lord, I do n(^t wish to detain the Council by any further observations, 
but I most earnestly hope that your Excellency’s Government will see their 
way to accept this most modest resolution, which will have the effect of 
preventing a large number of people from falling into despair.” 

The Hon’ble Mk. BEATSON BELL said 

‘*My Lord, I think we can deal with this resolution very briefly. The 
survey for a second reservoir in which the Hoii’ble Mover and many others are 
interested will not cost Rs. 20,000, but at the utmost Rs. 5,000. W(3 are pre- 
pared to make a provision for this work and to take it up in due course next 
cold weather, provided that the staff is available. It is impossible to take the 
money from your Excellency’s grant for potty improvements. Your Excel- 
lency’s grant is a provincial head and irrigation is a divided liead, that is to 
say, half the coat of irrigation is met by tlie Government of India and half by 
the Provincial Government. It is not open to us to make transfers between 
provincial and dividend heads, but we have ascertained tliat we can with safety 
nnike a small reduction in the grant for the Madari|)iir Bhil Canal. I am, 
therefore, prepared to acct^pt the resolution of my hon’blo friend in a slightly 
modified form. The resolution iriay bo modified so as to read : — 

That a sum of Rs. ,5,000 be set apart to meet the cost of sehiCting the 
site of a second reservoir for the Damcxlar river and for the 
prtdiminary surveys, etc., in connection therewith ; and 

that the said sum be taken out of the grant of Us. 1,00,000 provided in 
the Financial Statement for constructing an embankment with 
sluices along the south side of tlu'. Madaripur Bhil Channel.” 

The resolution was then put in the above form and agreed to. 

Appendix to the List of Business — Motion No. 2. — The Ilon’ble Rai Radha 
^^'haran Pal Bahadur moved the following resolution : — 

Expenditure — Head S2 — Miscellaneous. 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

% 

(а) a sum of Rupet^s one lakh be specially allotted for carrying out 

anti-malarial operations in certain selected areas, preferably 
in the Presidency Division ; and 

(б) the expenditure bo met from the grant of Rs. 5,30,000 under the 

head 32 — Miscellaneous and Unforeseen Charges. 

He said : — 

My Lord, it is not necessary for me to make any lengthy speech to 
commend this resolution to the sympathetic consideration of your Excel- 
lency’s Government and of the Hon’ble Members of this Council. This 
question has been discussed elsewhere, and I believe it meets with the 
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sympathy of Government, and 1 shall not be surprised if it meets with the 
acceptanoe of the Hon’ble the Provincial Uliancollor of the Exchequer. 
My Lord, the recent discussion in tlie Viceregal Council has fully demon- 
strated the anxiety of the Government of India that although much has been 
done in the direction of ascertaining the* princijml measures which should 
be taken to prevent the spread of malaria, and also to eradicate it, still 
much remains to bo done, and that the Government of India, as far as the pro- 
ceedings of the Imperial Council show, are anxious that the Provincial Govern- 
ment should continue those measures vigorously. My Lord, the difficulties at 
the present time fully appreciated by the pi^ople at large, hut, my Lord, 
although this is a war budget. I am sure that the cost to meet the measures 
necessary for the prevention of malaria will be admitted to be as paramount 
as any expenditure which might be entered in the budget. My Lord, 
in Bengal, the mortality from malaria, it is needless to say, has been 
BO high that it has raised quite an apprehension in the country that 
the decrease in birth-rate, and the increase in death-rate, if it goes on in 
this way, will, in a few years, depopulate the country. Since the year 1912, 
the mortality from fever in Bengal has been steadily rising. In 1912 it was 
927,000, and in 1913, 965,000 and in 1914, 1,061.0<K) and within the last five 
years there has been a steady increase year by year. It will thus be seen 
that altliougb Government liave done their best to take certain measures 
which can at onc(^ be taken in hand, such as the diBtril)Ution of quinine, 
the distribution of pure drugs by the agency of travelling disiiensaries and 
such other measures, they havi‘ not bi'on able to co])e with the spread of 
malaria, and therefore it is necessary that the Government should take 
further steps to see what other measures are required to cope with the evil. 
The recent lectures of Dr. Bentley, which have been listened to with great 
attention throughout tin*, city of Calcutta have opened the eyes of tin* 
public to th(‘ necessity of reclaiming some of the silted up rivers, lam 
sure the Malaria Committee, which has been appointed by Government, 
will take the suggestion into their consideration. As a layman it is 
not for me to suggest any iiKJasures, but all that we want is this, that 
sufficient funds be idaced at tins disposal of the Committee to jirosecute those 
measures which an* eminently necessary for the prevention and reduction of 
malaria in Bengal., My Lord, 1 am not oiu' of thosi* who say that Government 
have not benm doing anything in this direction. 1 think that what has been 
done by affording facilities for the sale and distribution of quinine has to 
a certain extent met thetwil in certain jiartsof Bengal, but if the condition of 
the Presidency Division is inquired into, it will b(‘ found that, in many parts of 
the Division, the water-logged condition is a fruitful cause of malaria, and, 
I believe, my Lord, that if Dr. Bentley’s suggestion is taken into consi- 
deration by the Malaria Committee, the Presidency Division will no doubt 
to a great extent be bonefited. Within the Ih-esidoncy Division lies 
Calcutta, the ])rovincial capital of Bengal, and owing to nialaria, a largt‘ 
number of people have fled to Calcutta, and so the the city is necessarily 
congested. If the Presidency Division is improved, if malaria is driven from 
some of the worst places contiguous to Calcutta, I am sure the existing con- 
gested condition of Calcutta will diminish, and people will readily leave Calcutta 
and go to contiguous places to their homes, from where they can conm to their 
])laces of business in Calcutta. I do not wish, my Lord, to take up the time of 
the Council with further observations. As this question has already been 
discussed threadbare I believe that no further observations are necessary 
on my part to evoke the sympathy of the Hon’ble Memb(‘r in charge.” 

The Hon'ble MAHARAJA RANAJIT SINHA of Nashipur said 

“ My Lord, I beg to support the resolution moved by my hon’ble friend, 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. The question of the improvement of sanita- 
tion has already been discussed and has engaged the attention of Govern- 
ment, so it is needless for me to comment on the matter at any great 
length. The only question which is to be decided is whether this sum of one 
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lakh can be provided for this purpose during the present year. We have 
already got sufficient funds — non-recurring grants— which the Government of 
India have been pleased to give for the purpose, but the sum cannot be spent 
owing to the war, because the Government of Heiigalmust limit their expendi- 
ture, to their income. But my appeal to your hjxcellency’s Government is 
this, rdiat if it be possible, e.c., if theni ]>e no other unforeseen charges to bo 
met from this sum of Rs. 5, 30, 000, one lakh of rupees be added for the 
purpose of sanitation.” 

The Hon’blo Dr. NILRATAN SIIRJAR said 

“ My Lord, I think it my duty to support the resolution moved by the 
Hon’ble Rai Radlia Gharan Pal Baliadur. T can understand thm*. are various 
measures that cannot be taken up for want of funds ; but it is extrenndy 
deplorable that in this particular matter nothing is being done in Bengal, 
not for want of funds but for want of proj)er advice. 

Experts do always differ, and will go on differing for all time to come ; 
but in the meantime the poor villagers arci dying by the thousands. The 
Drainage Committee who had the advantage of the co-operation of Captains 
Stewart and Proctor attributed the excessive prevalence of malaria in some 
areas in Bengal to the following conditions : — («) Insanitary state of villages, 
(6) Waterlogged state of the country. As regards the paa-t played by jungle^ 
their conclusion as formed from later observations was that spleen rate varied^ 
from 88*8, 48T to 26*2 accordingly as the jungle was thick, moderate, or 
little, r(;8pectiv«ely. The Drainage Committee made these observations in 
Bengal and in the year 1907 * 8ir Ronald Ross says in connection with 
the Public Prevention of malaria ‘Malaria can be always greatly reduced, 
or may soon be extirpated in any locality. Large marshes in populous places 
must be. drained, deepened or filled up.’ 

Anti-malarial measures liave been adopted in different parts of the world 
on the above ideas with very great success. 

To sum up, those measures amount to two, viz,, (1) jungle clearing; (2) 
making the land near habitations, water-tidy. ” ’ 

But w(i are novy told by a great authority that to adopt these uioasiii’es 
would be quack sanitation in Bengal ; that jungle clearing would be injurious 
and might bt' favourable to tlu' spread t)f malaria as in such a case the 
homeless anojihilines would seek slndter in human liomes ; that water- 
logging was not favourabh' to tin* spread of malaria, and that drainage 
might be injurious ; that the comparative freedom of municipal areas from 
malaria was dui' not so much to tin* absence of water-logging and other 
ijiiprovements, as to tin' crowding of jiooplo in a limiteil area, as thereby in 
that area, tlie ]>roportion between human licings ajid anoidiilines became 
large ; that the peojde of India or most of them have naturally to pass 
through a stage of malarial infection in the course of their racial life ; and 
that against all the anti-malarial ineasurob that have been adopted and found 
successful clsewlnwe there was only one measure suitable here as a 
remedy for malaria, and that is flooding the country with silt from 
flood water. I am not against “lionnificazionc ” where it is applicable 
and I would certainly adopt this measure in certain areas. But certainly 
it is absurd that jungle clearing, drainage and securing water-tidiness in 
proper areas should be cried down as quackery, and as useless and even 
injurious measures when adopted for preventing malaria in Bengal. 

The Drainage Committee in their report said: — ‘The whole question 
of a remedy is bound up with the large issue of the practicabSity, in 
thi‘ present state of public opinion, of constituting any local authority with 
poNvers of supervision over the sanitation of a small area and with funds from 
which minor works can be carried out.’ 

In their resolution of May 23rd, 1914, the Government of India indicate 
that ‘ ))osides encouraging the use of quinine by the populations and minor 
anti-malarial methods, they advise that, notwithstanding the initial expense, 
those anti-malarial methods should be chosen which will act automatically, 
he independent of outside help and pennanent in their efaects.’ 
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PreBumably, under thi« comprehensive definition the wide employment of 
major and minor sanitary (mpneering works is contemplated. 

But unfortunately in Benjjal neither the idea of the 1 drainage Committee 
nor that of the Government of Imlia could he given efteet to. 

Hero is a ease in jxniit. The Panihati Municipality ai»i>roaoheil llie 
authorities with a proposal to carry our. a drainage sehenn' for making a 
particular wati*i-logg<*d portion of tin* municipal area, wliert* the spliMui rate 
was 70 per cent., water-tidy undm- the Sanitary Drainagi* Act. Tlie (‘stiniatcs 
for work amounti'd to Hs. hD.OOO, and tin* niiiniciiiality was prepar'd to ])ay 
their portion of thtM'Xiienditiin*. But th(‘y wm-c told tliat according to tin* 
aui'iiority of the Sanitary (hnnmissioiicr watc r-logging was not injurious and 
drainage might aggravatt* malaria in I In* area concernetl. 

Xo wonder that amongst the eclioes of succi'ss of anti-malarial campaigns 
in distant lands likt* the United Slates, Panama, damaica, Brazil. Spain, 
Italy, Gm’inan jinssessions, French possessions, Kliartoiim. South Afri(*a. 
Durham Malay States and Japan, wi' have lo remain satisfied witli supiJying 
quinim* gratis to some siiff(‘rers, and selling ii to olln’rs ; and with accepting 
till* vv()t‘ful situation. 

1 may he permitted to ipioti* an extract from an article hy Dr. C. A. 
ill t\n' Join' na I of Trojjical Medici itr anti Upgicne which says that 
‘t'pidemics ’ whether of malaria, plague, cholera, and other infectious diseases 
to which such races as those occurring in India, i'hina and liussia are 
prone, ap]/ear no longer nieri' isolated, inexplicahle catastropliies, hut as 
perfectly natural phi'iiomena fundamentally reJated to each other, ihougli 
very different in their manifestations.’ This is the mental attitude of our 
Chief Sanitary officer. 

Against this 1 would quote the words of Dr. Andrew Balfour, 
another officer in chargi* of anti-malarial campaigns, though in Kliartoum 
he says that ‘ The li‘ssou which has hocn learnt is that in this anti- 
malarial warfare thi' motto must be defiance ” and not ‘Mefeucu.” It is 
nm'ssary to go out to attack and not to wait to he attacked. The further 
the skirmisliing line can he extended the safer will he the area which is to he 
protected. Tin* more mohile your force the hotter will you he served, and 
every facility should he afforded to the sanitary service for making river 
surveys and for inspectors to get quickly from place to place. It is a straight- 
forward tight, hut ft has to hi*, waged carefully, persistently and thoroughly if 
it is to he HiiciJessful ; and one must not he surprised it now and again defimci's 
an* ])ierc('d. Tliis will very often ha])pen, hut rarely if the staff are keen in 
their work and the sinews of war are adeipiately supplied.’ 

I feel, my Lord, that the officers in charge of the anti-malarial campaign 
in Bengal are not very keim on this matter ; and that is one of tlie reasons of 
our suffering. 

With tliesi* few words 1 lieg to sui)port the resolution moved hy my 
hoii’ble friend.” 

The Hon’blc NAWAB SYKD SHAMS-UL-HUDA said 

“ My Lord, I think the discussion on this rcjsolution has somewhat 
wandered from fhe point. Wo are not here concerned with tlu' conduct 
of our expert advisers. The resolutlun asks for a lakh of rupees for currying 
out experiments preferably in the Presidency Division, and suggests that the 
money should be taken from the ‘ Miscellaneous and Unforeseen charges.’ 
So far as it is a (question of spending more money on experiments, the n^attor 
has been much facilitated by the announcement which my hoji’hle colleague 
Mr. Beatson Bell has made, that an additional lakh of rupees has been given tu 
Sanitation, and I am prepared to say that if any definite proposals for carrying 
out experiments come nj) to us, we shall l^e quite willing to provide the funds 
necessary for the purjiose. At the same time, it is difficult for us to accept the 
resolution, and that is for two reasons, fn the first place, we have not as yet 
any definite proposals for carrying out any experiments before us, and in a 
matter like this, whatever may be the jnerits or the demerits of our officers, 
we are bound to rely on them. Although there are no proposals before us 
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yet, yet I know that Dr. Beiitloy has been considering* the matter and he told me 
that he wouhl ])lace some of his proposals before the Malaria Committee, of 
which my hon’ble friend Dr. Nilrataii Sircar is a distinguished member. If 
ulie Malaria Conimildee advise Governmcmt as regards the advisability of 
making any experiments, I can assure the Hon’ble Mover of the resolution that 
we shall be able to find the money ; but, at the same time, we do not like to 
ear-mark money for (3Xpmdments, not knowing how much any experiment is 
likedy to cost, ami what oth(*r very urgent demands we may have to meet. 
As regards the source from whici) tiiy hon’blc friend would like to obtain this 
money, it is not j)ossil)le to curtail the ittmis tliat go to make up the amount 
of Us. 5,30,000. However. J do not think iny lion’ljc^ fritnid lays much 
HtroBH on tliat point. 1 can tell him tdiat if wi* liave before us any schemes 
that we can apiirove, we will be quite glad to find the money, but we do not 
like to bind ourselves by ear-marking any money for this purpose. We cannot 
also agree that pn'ference should be given in the matter of tluise ex[)erinient8 
to the Presidency Division, as there are other districts and divisions which 
are equally malarious. It is for my hon’ble friend to consider wJiether ho 
should insist on the resolution. If a suitable scheme is rt^commended, we are 
])ropared, if necessary, to givc^ a lakh of rupees for financing it.” 

The Hon’ble RAI RADIIA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR said 

“ My Lord, I hav(‘ only a few words to say in r(‘ply. In tin* first place 
I would like to state that I do not wish to lay particular si r(‘ss upon any 
particular item in the Budget. Of course, w(‘ non-officials are all laymen 
BO far as the Budget figures are concerned. W(‘ do not understand all the 
items because W(' do not know what an* the itiuns of exjumdituri* eacl^ budg( 3 t 
head provides, and th(u*efore there is sonu' excuse if there is confusion on our 
part, dust l)efore eoiuingto this Oounoil, I found that instead of Rs. 1,50,()()(), 
Rs. 2,5().()00 has now btum given to ‘ Sanitation.’ 1 think, my Lord, that if 1 
had known it, 1 wouhl have altc'red my motion so that 1 should have moved 
that one lakh might be provided from this item, but as far as J can follow the 
Hon’bh* Momlier, ln' is (juite ])n‘j)ared, if necessary, to set aside* oik* lakh during 
tin* course of the y(*ar for the ])rev(‘ntion of malaria. With n*gard to that, 1 
have only one word to say. I am not discussing the measuri*s whicli are to 
be taken. My hon’ble fritmd, Dr. Sire.ar, is a member of tin* Malaria Com- 
mittee, and I think he owes it to the Oouneil and to the juiblie to state what 
he, as a nuunber of that (Committee, has done to set* that ])ropi‘r ste])s are 
taken with a view to extir}>ate malaria from Bengal and how far has his efforts 
been successful. H<* is a public-spirited citiz(*n and jin i*xperl medical 
man, but we have heard nothing from him on this point. In the Imj)erial 
Council, Sir Edward Maclagan ()bs(‘rved that each province had started 
a Malaria Committee, that is to say, in each province* a body of men are 
appointed whose main duty it is to advise Government how to cope 
with malaria. These bodies have got an executive' officer, who in some 
cases is the cld»*f malaria officer. These officers are accessible to the 
public. As rigards the prevalence of malaria in certain areas in Bengal, 
the Malaria Commit l et' have not been able to present to the public a 
satisfactory report of what they have done with a view to the 
promotion of steps for tin* prevention of malaria. When my lloii’blo 
and ilistinguisheil friend is a memi)er of that (h>mmittee, I think we would 
have been very pleased in this Council to hear some accoftnt of what practical 
steps th(» (h)mmitteti have taken in that direction. My Lord, I am not very 
anxious to ])ress this motion to a division; but following my experi<*nce 
in tlu* past, I am inclined to submit, for Your Kxcelh'ucy’s consideration, 
whether any harm will be done if this sum be entered in the budget. Jf it 
is so (Uitered will always be befon' the eyes of Goveriimcmt and all the assur- 
ances tliat an* given in this Council will then be much more vivi^dly borne in 
mind and adeipiate steps will be taken and pressure will be put upon the 
executive officers also to see that the money aIlottt‘d under that item is spent. 
My Lord, if no moni*y is allotted, the discussions in this Council will, perliaps, 
be forgottiMi, and steps might not be taken at all in this direction. This is 
my apprehension. 
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I ilopo, my Lord, that my lioii’ble frioud, as a Ulow countryman of ours, 
having a deep intcTosi in tlio well-heing of tlu‘ country, and of the malaria- 
stricken population, will himself sei^ that, at least during the course of the 
year, steps will he tnlve<n in that direction, and that money will he freely 
placed at the disposal oi the executivi* oflieers for the purpose. 1, for my 
•own part, would IIkui cheerfully withdraw this resolution.'’ 

The Hon’hle NAAVAB SYED SHAMS-UL-UrDA said 

“My Lord, I have already given the assurama*. and I hnvt‘ no ohjection to 
repeat it. The only thing in>cessary is that the Hon’hle Dr. Sircar should lash 
up the Malaria Committi‘e ami induce tlumi toplaci' ih‘tinite proposals before 
Government at an early date.’’ 

The roHolution was then, by h'avi‘ of the Dn‘sident. withdrawn. 

Apppjulix to the List of Business — Motion No. 3 . — The Hon’bh‘ Kai Kadha 
Gharan Pal Bahadur moved tin* following resolution : — 

Ex penditure — Head 22 — Educa t ion . 

This (Council recommends to tin* Oovt‘rnor in Council that. — 

(a) a recurring grant of Bs. 1,200 a year lu* made ov(*r to the Calcutta 
University for providing tin* Namasinlra and olher students of 
tin* backward classes with host(‘l accommodation in the town of 
Calcutta ; and 

{h) the ('xpemliture be met from tin* grant of Us. 1,1)1,000 under the 
head 22 — E( 1 ucat ion — Mi scellam ut s. 

H(* said : — 

“My Lord, at the outset I again plead my ignorance of the various 
items in the Budget. As regards this item. 1 am quite prepared to accept the 
suggestion of the Hon’ble M(*mbc*r as to what should !>»* lh(' proper il(‘m from 
which the mon(‘y could la* drawn. 1 find, my Lord, there is a luni]) grant on 
page 55 of tin* Biidgi‘t, amounting to Us. 1 1,80,000 from whi(‘h this m«)m*y, 
which is a very small sum, is pi‘rhaps available. 1 would remind your 

PLxccllency that in tin* year 1914, this question was raised by the Ilon’ble Dr. 
Nilrataii Sircar ami discussed in Council. 

This is what Mr. Kiichh*!*, the then Direetor of Public Instruction, 

said: — ‘A proposal was umler the consideration of tin* De])artim‘nt for 
Nainasudra hostels at Barisal, Farid])ur and Dacca. Tln*r(* is a Mahisya 
hostel at Dacca which re(?(‘ives a monthly grant not exc(*eding Us. lU). 

It will be seen from this that Government are already taking steps to provide 
proper hostel accomiiKKlation for boys btdonging to the di*pressed classes. 
This policy will, of course, be extemled with tin* help of the funds at our 
disposal.’ 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji said : — ‘ May I put a qui*sti(jn 
to the, Ilon’ble tin* Director of Public Instruction in connection with the 
hostel accommodation for Namasudra boys? The H(»n’bhi Mcminn* has referred 
to the hostels being established at Chittagong ami soim.i other places in 
Eastern Bengal. But tln*n* is a considerable number of Namasudra boys in 
Calcutta, and speaking from my own personal exp(*rienc(*. w(* have had very 
xjonsiderable ditficulty in g(*tting hostid accommodation h)r Namasudra boys in 
Calcutta.’ 

To this the Hon’bh* Mr. Kiiehler sai»l : — 

‘ Th(*ro would be no objection to that bein^* clone j'rovidcMl the conditions 
which an* to be attached to the Goveniim*nt of India grant permit us to 
extend thescj liostels to Calcutta.’ 

Then the Hcjii’ble Mr. Kiiehler also <ibsorvcd as follows I am afraid I 
shall not bo of much help, as my ttjrm will expire in a short time,, but I am 
sure the adjudication will be carried out ))y my successes.’ 

It will thus be seen, my Lord, that tliis question met with sympathetic 
consideration at the hands of Government at the time wlicn it was brought 
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up by the Hou’ble Dr. Nilratan Sircar. My Lord, rwo* years have parsed 
away since then, and although in Calcutta many hostels have been addc^, and 
many messes have been opened for llengali boys and for Muhammadan boys,, 
nothing has yet been done as regards these depressed classes. 1 am inclined 
to think that (I may be wrong, but still that is my impression) if an item is 
entered in the budget, the assuranco ol the Hon’ble tlie Director of ]^lblie 
Instruction would not Ixi forgotten. My request is a very moderate one. In 
fact, my lion’ble friend, the Director of Public Instruction, told me as I was 
entt‘ring tin! Council Chamber that lu* was amazed at my moderation. 
Having regard to what has i'alhm from the lips of th»i Chancellor of the Provin- 
cial Exchequer on mure than two oceasions in this (!ouncil, 1 think my resolu* 
tion will reccu'vesyrapatlietic consideratiim. My object is that some beginning 
sliould b(i made to provide*, the backward classes with lioslel acc(7iiimodation.’’ 
The Ilori’ble Dk. DEMA PRASAD SARHADIIIKARI said :~ 

“My Loril, I am very tliaukfnl to my friend, the mover of this I’esolntion, 
for bringing forward i his resolution. I leel quite sun* that in this House 
there can be no diilerence of opinion as to the neiMl for making some ]>rovision 
of the kind suggested by ihe resolution, and the urgency of that need was 
foreshadowed clcnirly more than two years ago, as will be found from the 
extract my friend has just read out. During idie interval that has passed, 
no material advance has been made so far as (Jalcutta is concerned, but I 
bear willing testimony to Ihe excellent results that have l)eeii achieved in 
centres like Dacca where I visited the Namasudra iiostels, and was struck 
with the greiit capabilities of the situation. Recently, I received d very largo 
depuiatibn of the peoplo concerned — some 30 of them — who came to ask me 
if we could do anything in the matter. Of course, with the limited grant 
ip our hands, it has not been possible to do what we wanted. The difficulty 
of the situation is that ihe people ooncerneil are mostly poor and can pay 
little towards the scheme. The whole question of Hostel grants is being 
considered by your Excellency’s Government and the University. We are 
thankful for the grants tliat wo have been receiving, but it is ))y no means 
sufficient to meet the (lemaiida that are made to us from timi' to time. As 
I indicated in my (Jonvcx^atioii address on Saturday last, tin' liandBomo grant 
of the Government of India to which your Excellency’s Government have 
been gocxl enough to add Sj’jaklis, will enable us to have hostels accommo- 
dating 200 students eacli, for tlie Uipon, St. Xavi(n’’8, the Metropolitan 
Institution, the City College and the Bangabasi College', a central Muham- 
madan hostel ; but by close supc’rvision and careful conduct of the building 
operations, 1 think wc may have money left for hostels for what I am 
unwilling to call ‘ depn^ssed classes,’ any other name would do just as well. 

I think we shall be able to have a hostel for them as well as for the Bmldhist 
students, but in the meantiipe there is no doubt that some temporary arrange- 
ment should be made* to give immediate relief to those who find it difficult 
to obtain accommodation without resorting to moans that can never be 
commendable. So long as a man does not aspire to bo a ‘ Ghosh ‘ Bose ’ 
or * Mitter ’, he could take any Kayasia surname and got admission to any 
mess. We do not want that state of things to continue. And I am sure 
your Excellency’s Government will view sympathetically the proposal that 
has been put forward. At the present momont, we have not ^ot ,any mature 
scheme to jmt forward for the Namasudra class and other Bpecial classes. If 
the matter is left to stand, I am almost sure there will bo no difficulty to us 
to have a hostel, accomodating 3() or 40 Namasudra boys. If the Government 
see their way of making a grant the terms of which can bo discussed between 
the University and your Excellency’s Government.” * 

The Hon’ble Mr. HORNELL said 

“ My Lord, this resolution is but another example of the generosity and 
good nature of our quixotic colleague, but I am afraid that, as it is put, it is 
SQdreely practical politics. The Local Government are asked to make a grant 
of Rs. 1,200 a year to enable the University to provide hostel accommodation 
for Namasudra and other students of the backward classes Why Rs, 1,200 
is asked for, and nor. Rs. 1.4H0 or Rs. 12,000 is not clear. I suppose it is 
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suggeHtyd tliat this inolrrar * annuiit sliouM In* onii>n‘.l in tlu* as 

a sort of perpetual pricK t(i iln* UoviTnniiMit’s ronseiiuK'c. what I 

think the Hoii’blt mover had in min I was tin* I'aet lo whieh the Viet'- 
Chancellor has alluded, viz., that the ('aleuttu IJniviTsity and not the Local 
Government is responsihle for the residence of stn hmts. Now, surely, if the 
Hon’hle Movi'i* had wanted to suggest t!iat the University should proviih* 
temporary accommolation for a certain ty u* «if slu h*nts. his lirsL stej) shoiihl 
have been to approacdi the University an I imt tin* Local (lovtTnment. O.i the 
necessity or otherwise of this host d ac *oni!noJ:itio i lam not pn^pare.l lo 
express an o miiou. Tin* University are now spMding tht' 10 lakhs of rupees 
recently assigned to iIkuii by tie' G(»vt‘rnm uit of India on the construction of 
hostels for private college's, an I this sclieme will inidinle a n )n-collegiate 
hostel for Muhamnia<lans, but not a hosU'l lor Naniasudra slulents. I ne\er 
heard it even suggested — until th<‘ Vici*-! ' lanci'llor suggesti'd it ju <1 now — 
that a Namasudra host 'l mighi have b-*cn provided oiii of tln*s»‘ Ils. 10 lakhs. 
Possibly this was m»t su;*gestt‘ 1 btd‘ore, b s^aust' funds were not sulliinent, or 
rather because tlcM-e were mor“ urgent needs, and possilily it may Iiavi* 
occurre I to som ' of the University auidiorities that the number of Naniasiidra 
students who are perpetually in residoue.-, were s -arc dy sulhciimt to justify 
the construction by the Ihiivi rsit\ of a Ini'sttd out of public funds. He that as 
it nny, 1 take it that what tin* llon’bh* Movi'r has in mind is that tie* 
University slioiil 1 n-nt a sp ‘cial nn‘'S for Namasiivlras. If this is what he 
means, I think the Ilon’ble Mover should reth*et that tin* Univi*rsity is and 
p M’haps has bi^m for some sears, running a mess schema witli the assistance 
of a GoviM'iiment grant. If lu* conti*mplates liiat tin* University should maki* 
provision for accommo lation of this kind in conni‘ction with this m ‘ss 
scheme, there IS nothing to prevent them from working out. a proposal, an I if 
jn‘e'‘s-;ary, s(U‘.king further Government as>istanet‘. The whole ijiiestion of 
the linanciiig of this m“HS sclienn* is uu'ler eonsid(‘ration. 

In conclusion. I would venturi' to sug rest ihit lie* H ‘iig.d ‘gislai i ve 
Goiiiieil is scarcely the placi* to d'seuss tlie reipnrenumts of a paiTieiilar (das^ 
of stuileiits. Tin' t hdeutta Univi'rstvis not under the Local Governiir'iit. 
and it has oi'curred to m ' that the gein'rous lmpulst‘•^ ol my (‘hivalroiis eollea/iie 
wall ]>er!iaps Ix^ar more fruit if, in a proposal of this kind, he would, in tin* 
lirsi instance at any rate, address his aspirations to the \ iei'-Ghaiicellor. I 
understand that the Koiride tlie Vie *-Ghanei*llor is already c moileriiig t In* 
matter, and 1 do not myself quit** see what purj>ose would he Horvi'tl by the 
present resolution. 

As regards the head from whieli this exp'uditure should be m-‘t, the 
licad ‘Miscellaneous’ is not the prop ‘r om' fora charge of this kind, l)it I 
gather that this is a }K)mt on wdiich the Ilon’ble Memlii'r do is not insist. ’ 

The lloirblc HA! HADIIA GllAUAN PAL HAHADUll said 

“ My Lord, in the first t»lac *, replying to the l)ire-*tor of Public Instruc- 
tion as to why 1 asked for Rs. l,2l)0 and not Us. 11 ,000, I w )uld at once say 
that the non-official members, at legist 1110*^1 of them, are. in this position. 
Tln'y have not got certain cut ami ilried estimates })re|)are, 1 hy the execuMve 
officers plactG at their disj) na) as tin* official members liavi*. Thi'refore, 
whatever figures we put down in a resolution are gein'rally in order to give a 
duo to the items that we think should, accorling to tho public ne vis. In- 
entcrel in thi' budget, au I tliercfore I .im aCrai I tin* obsjrvalious of my 
Hon’blo friend ar* not in ord'w. Unfortunately for us, we are not in the 
happy poaition in which he as au official is, with an army of export estimators 
an<l advisers behind him. The Ilon’ble Memlier has state, d that this is not T.lie 
place to bring forward a resolution regarding tin* needs of a p irticiular class of 
students. Unfnrtnnat''ly, my L ird. ev**ryoaeM win tlmr official or non-official, 
including the last Director of Public instrnctio.i, docs not always hold the sain * 
view as my Hon’ble frlen 1. the presmt l)ir.*ctor. Ills pro lecossor, Mr. Kiiidiler. 
did not deprecate discussion in tins Gouned ol the elaims of a particular 
class of tho community, who, thoiig.i b dousing to the depressed class h, hav.* 
nevertheless equal claims on the benevolent Governm 3 nt. Thoro ii- not the 
slightest traoo in the 8p3?ch3? and discussions on th^ae occasions to show 
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that. (JiHcussiuii in this Council of tlio claims of a particular class of the 
(joinniiinity is to he (l(3procat(‘d. 1 am in a state of Ijewildernuint from wJiom 
to take my wisdom, vvlu^tlier from thii last Director or from his successor, tlie 
present Director. 

1 may state hrietly that my ohj(*ct in asking for Us. 1,200 is this : that a 
heginnlng may h(* made so tliat a tt*m])orary house miglit he rented for tlie 
acciuunuxlation of Namasiidra hoys. The Jlon’hie the Viee-Cln'ineellor has 
spoken to me aftm* In' re.sunKMl his seat, and I find that he is in entire 
agrcHunent with me. Tlieri'fon*, I think iliat as far as tljis n'solution is 
concerned, it meets with the full ajjprohation of the llon’hU' tlu' Vice- 
Chancellor. I Ijave nothing inon‘ to say, my Lord, hut if the Director of 
Puhlic InstriK'tion from his high ]»laee in this C^ouneil, d('j)r('Catt‘S discussion 
of this matter and advises tin* r(‘j('eti(ni of my r(‘Holution, 1 kiiow V(*ry well 
wliat its fat-' will hij, hut in5Vi*rtheleas I respjMtt fully and humhly plact' this 
motion he.fore the Council. 

Tlie motion was then put and lost. 

to ihr List of Busi,irss — Motioji No. 4. — Tin' Hon’hle Maiilvi 
A. K. Kazl-iil-IIaq move-d the following rissolution : — 

Experuiiiure — Hrad ^6 A — Agriculture — Haid ^6 B — Scientific and 
MisveUamious Departments — Head S2^ Miscellaneous. 

This Coiimdl rt'c-nnmends to the (ToVt‘nior in Council that — 

{a} ample jirovision he mad(' in tin* IJudget to givi' elhnd to the pr-'- 
])osal for raising tin' minimum gradt*. [lay of Munsifs to Us. 250 
a month so as to hring it into line with tin' minimum grade pay 
of Di'puty (]ollectors ; and 

{b) the charge be mt't from the lumj) grant of Uupet*s oin*lakh for the 
dt'velojinn'iit of industri(‘s, the grant of Us. 30,000 for [lotatoi'S, 
hoin'ineal and otlnn* ('Xperimeiits and also the general reserve 
of Us. 2,00,000. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, it is not without some n'luctance that I yi(*ld to a sense of 
duty in moving this resolution. I feel that it is very dillicult at tlft^ ]>resent 
moment, owing to the nec(‘ssity lor the utmost economy in all our iti‘nis of 
expenditure, to touch any (jf tin* various allotments that have been made fr>r 
m(*eting the exigencies of tin* adniinistrati<»n. If, t In'ri'foi’i*. I have* vt*ntured 
to hring forward a projMisal, entailing an e.\])enditnrc not provided lor in 
tin' prt'senl. hiidget, il is hi'causi- I fei‘1 that the scheme is one whiidi ought 
!(' he undertaken without any further delay, at lea^t in the int I'l’t'vsts of tin' 
jnihlic servict* itself It is usi'less lor me t(» tak<' up the tiiin* of the 
(’ouncil hy a discussion of t he gravi* iiijustiin* that is he'ng doin* to a very 
(h'se.rving class of puhlic si'rvants hy what I considi-r an almost invidious 
distinction in tin* matter of pay hetwt'en them and their sister service, the 
Provincial Kxecutive Service. As far as I renn’inher, my Lord, allotiiK iits 
had been math' in the previous hiidgets, hut no steps have y(*l heeii taken in 
this (lin'ction. As 1 have said, 1 consider that tliis refi»rm is oiu* which is 
long overdue, and I ho[H' that (L»vt'riiiuent will not lose any time in taking 
uj) this scheme of reform. The only question is as to tlie head of expenditure 
that miy he drawn upon in order to find funds for tin* recommendation 
emhiKlied in my resolution. I have indicated three, hut I do not wish to 
say anytiiing at present on these allotments, because Pwish to know what 
(iovernment r('ally think of this resolution. 

With thesi' few words I oommond my motion to the acceptance of your 
Excellency’s ( Council.” 

The llon’hle HAHU RAMTAKAN HANKRJI said 

“ My Lord, I am sorry to find fnun the Financial Stat(»ment that nothing 
has been dom* to aiiU'liorate the condition of the Munsifs hy raising the initial 
pay from Rs. 20 ) to Rs. 250. The demands U])on our finances may not permit 
us to give cllect to this suggestion in the budget before us, but it is a matter 
which f hopi* will engagt' the attention of the Government as soon as the 
financial position improves. This suggestion, I may point out, is bare justice 
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to tjiem it moiiiis iintliinfr iiKire than restoring to the service the 
pay which they enjoyed many y«>ars ago hefore lS7iS-7!». In thost' days 
Munsifs' began their se.rviee early, promotions vveri' rapi'l, 10 or is 
years’ servict' was siiffieicmt in most castes to qualify thinn for a Suhjiidgeship 
with a pay t)f 600 |)or mensem. Moreover, livinjf in those days was 
much clioapor. ]Uit now tin* times are hard, tliey begin service late 
generally at the age* of 20 to oO, jn-omotions are slow and n'tardiHl and one 
cannot expi^ct to In* a Siiliordiiiate dudge lH‘ror»* he has ])iit in :20 or 22 
years’ sm-vict*. In course of livi* years. In* rusln's through the si*vt'ral grades 
and becomes sujierannuattul and r(»tin*s. In the eirciimstances, it would 
be something if his initial jiay is increased to hs. 27)0. I neid liardly say 
that tin* pay which tiie Munsifs draw in the earlv years of their si'rvice is 
not Huttioient for Ihom to maintain tin* dignity of i.h(‘ir position as Ih’vil 
Judges, HO m^ra^ssary for the })restigt' of tin* administration and to inspin' 
respect and regard in the minds of the suitors. Tln'ir poor pay liardly leaves 
tliem a margin which tin'y can utilisi' in making the nio-Jt iis(‘ful of all 
investments, viz., the purchase of books, to keep up their goni*ral I'llicii'iicy. 
In this connection, J am constraint*!! toobst*i V(*, while J do not mean to detract 
from the ability of somt* of the nn‘nib(‘rs of the S‘*rviet', that thost' who as 
Munsifs show proniist's of brilliant futures have* faihul to answi‘r those 
oxpectatijins when appointed Subordinate Judges. This is mainly dm* to 
excessive overwork, and adii to this tin* constant tn‘pidation in which they 
sometimes live «)wing to unsymj)ath('tie District .Iiidges, genc'rally young 
officers who try to t'xLort the maximum quantity of wo*k (*ven at tin* sacrifice 
of (juality, (hmying them ev(‘n a word of encoiiragc'inent. Tht'y seldom have 
time to keep lie their study of law. 

I would, therefor!', sujiport tin* r(*solulion for tlm improveim'iit of tin* 
initial pay of these hard-working class of Judicial officers ami if practicalJe 
S!>me jirovisioii may b!* made for it.” 

The lloii’bh' NAWAD SYED SIIAMS-UL-IlUl) v said 

‘*My Lord, 1 m*!*!l mit discuss tin* merits !)f this ri'soliition for tln*n' is 
not '*niueh diHereiice of o])lni!»n bi'tweeii (lovi'ninn'iit and thi' objrct of it. 
As a matt(‘r of fad, two years ago, W!* bu!lg!*ti'd a sum !)f lls. 21,0!)(), for 
introducing this v!'ry n*fonii, but af:.i’r !;ar!*ful cousi!h*ration, we lia!l to 
postp!)iii' giving !'lloi'l. to it,, befaus!* w!*. had rna h* ('ortaiii n*eommeiidations in 
this eonm-ctlon to the Jhiblie Si*rviees ( )omm!ss,on. and d!*eidi* I to wail and 
s*'!* what th!M’(*eomm!Miilat ions of tlj!* (Joniniission an*. Tin* niatt!'r has be!*n 
further complicated by t!ie pn*si'nt financial situation. 1 may assun* my 
llon’bl!' frii*nd that wh!*n wi* k low what th * (hunmission havi' to say on tin* 
snhjc'ct, and W!* liav!- thi* nmney, wi' will he glml to givi* !‘ffi*ct to thi* 
reforms which this n^solutiini se(*lvs to mtroduc!*. I am sorry therefon' to 
have to oppos!* tin* n*solutioii. 

There is also another reason, and tiiat is as to the soiin'i* from which 
this mom*y is to c(unc. ddn* resoitiiioii asks that this money slnuiid hi* found 
from the money hudget'*d for for tin* ilevt'lopnnmt of imluHtri(*s, lor ])otatoes 
and for certain oth!*r jiurpoHcs. I may t!*ll my Hoiriih frieml that, this 
year’s budget has lioi'ii so frame I that wliat has bemi proviiled for lor a parti- 
cular object is the least that could he givim to it, ami I do not think the 
Council would sympathise with the di'sin' to take away money, bir tin* 
development of industries. For these reasons, I am sorry, J hav!* to oppos!* 
the njsolution.” 

The Hoii’hle MAIILVI A. K. FAZL-UL-IlAg said 

“My Lord, I (io not know if I have done any service to the Munsifs by 
jnovjng this resolution, for after thi' reply that iias been given by tin* 
Hon’ble Member, this body of public servants who iiavi* so long been living in 
hope, will fDW bo drivt3n almo.st to de.sp.air, liucause the pro.^i)uct of this 
reform being tavc.n up will now, accorliug to th*3 vo])ly, bi*. indefinitely 
postponed. I <lo iio*. think, Iniwever, if Government agree that this ri*form 
should be undertaken, there need be any difficulty oven in our present 
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financiaL condition. It may bo that the two iti'inw I have suggested should 
not be touched upon, but (ioverinneiit can find the ways and means, and can 
find money enough not exceeding lis. 80,000 or Ks. 40,000 in order to carry 
out this v(‘ry necessary reform. 

Ah regards the d(‘-velopment of industries and the potatoes cultivation, 
I do not wish to say anything now, because I sliall say what 1 have to say 
regarding this in connection with the otlicT resolution which stands in my 
name. 


A diviHion was then taken, with the following ri'sult : — 


AfitE — 16. 


Notn — 


Tilt* lloiriilt* HiiImi Siiri'iiiJra Natli Ua\. I 

„ „ l>r. NilruUii Siirkiir [ 

„ „ Mr. (ioliiiD llohsi iii Cii'^'iiiii Anil ' 

„ „ Mtiiilvi Ma/liariil Ain\ iir Cliiiiuihun. i 

,, „ ,, A. K. Kax] ul*ilu<|. ! 

,, ,, ('liimdliiiri Mnlianiiimd Isiitiiil Kliiiii. 

,, „ Itai eraKaiiim Kiininr Ituy niiliaiJiii. 

,, ,, Di. Drim I’ruKiul Siirbadliikttn. < .i.E. 

„ ,, Kill KaiJIiii Clianiii I'lil Uiihadiir 

,, , Klinu ilaliadiii Mtl^hll^lf 

lltlHUill. 

,, „ Mr K^oinkfh ('iiukrnvniti. 

„ „ Kulni Kanitnraii Kuniuji 

„ Nu\miI) Kidtiidiii of Muisiiidiibad, .\itiir- 
ul-Oiiirah, K <’.'<.1 , K <». 

„ Nawiili Sidy id Niiwab Ah (.•liuiidliiiri. i 
Khun Ihihiidtir. 

„ „ Mulinniiii Kaiia|it Siidta of XaHliipiir 

„ „ Sir Kiiuy Cliarni Miilitah. K r s l . K.'M I , 

I.O.M., Maliarajadliir<i]a ifaliadiir of ' 

Uuidwaii. 


Till* lluii’hh* Mr. 1’ C. Lyon, r.a. 

„ Niiwali Syi'd Sliura->*iil-l]uda. 

„ „ Mr. N 1). BiniIhou Bull, C.S. 1 , o.i.E. 

, „ J. II. Krrr, I'.l.E. 

„ ,1 „ K. C ])l*, c.i.e. 


1’ 

11 

n 


11 

11 


11 

11 


„ J. Ooiiuld. 

„ J-. Birlcy. r i.K. 

„ II. II. Orrrii. 

K B. 11 Baiituii. 

„ U. II. Bntiipaa. 

„ F. J. MonaliaTi. 

.. B. U. Mitra. 

„ W. \\\ Ilornrll. 

Siir^i*nn'(;i*iu ral Kd\vard'<, r.B., ('.M.d 
Kill IViyu Nath Mnklmrji Baliadur. 
Ml. r. Bay III*. 

„ 11. .1. Hilary. 

„ «I. Lari^. 

„ W. T. (Irin*. 


„ B. A. Martin. 

„ K (il.‘n. 

,, A. Birkinvrt*. 

„ K. 11 Bniy 


4Mie following nn‘mbers were absent : — 


The llon’bh^ Nawab Saiyid Ilossam Haider Chaudhiiri, Khan Bahadur. 

., Ihibii Surendra Natli Banerji. 

,, „ bai Xalinakslia Basil Bahadur. 

„ Sir Satyendra Prasanna Sin ha, Kt. 

,, ., Maharaja dagadimlra Nath Ray. 

„ Mr. A. M . (’. (Uiaplin. 

The following members abstained from voting : — 

Th(' llon’ble Raja Ilrishikesh Laha, e.i.K. 

,, ,, Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, e.i.E. 

,, .. Rai Hari ^lolian (duindra Ihdiadur. 

,, Babu Upendra Lai Ray. 

,, ,, Raja Shoslii Kauta Acharyya Chau Ihuri Bahadur. 

„ Raja Mahendra Kanjan Rai Chau Ihuri. 

The ayes being 16 and the not»s?3, the motion was lost. 

Ajtjtendij' fo thv list nf Business — Motion No. — The Hon’ble"* Maulvi 
A. K. Fa/d-ul-Haq moved the following resolution : — 

Expenditure — Head 20 A — Agriculture — Head 26 B — Scientific and 
Miscella neons Departments — fTcad 32 — Miscellaneous. 

This Council recoimueiids to the Governor in Council that — 

{a) provision be made in the Builget for increment to the p^'y of clerks 
and mohurrirs attached to Rogistratiou offices in Bengal, and 
(/>) the eliarge be met from the lump grant of Rupees one lakh for the 
development of industries, the grant of Us. 30,000 lor potatoes, 
bonemeal and other experiments and also the general reserve of 
Rupees 2,00,000. 
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He said 

“My Lord. I do not think 1 mnnl <lHtain this Council with any long speech 
in support of this resolution. Tin- j)rinciph‘ embodied in this resolution has 
long been recognised by Government, and it is a matter of ctnnmon knowle<lge 
that these clerks ainl mohurrirs in Registration ollices are vimt much 
underpaid, having regard to the rt‘sponsible work which they liave lo perlorm 
in the discliarge of their duties. Even so recently ns about a week ago, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Birley in answer to an interpellation of mine, ma le tlie following 
statement in Council : — 

‘ The question of tin* revision of tlu* pay of the ministerial establisliment 
of the Registration Dt-partment has engaged the attention of (jov(Tnnient for 
a long time. In the year llUl schemes of registration reform were ))repared 
both in this Province and tln^ late province of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
but no final decision could be readied before the territorial redistribution. 
Since then a revisiMl schenne for tiie Presidency of Jhuigal has been prepared 
and submitted to tbc Government of India. It would not be possible in any 
case to give effect to tliis scheme until the return of normal conditions after 
the war.’ 

It will thus be sc'cii that the ju*inci|)lo has been accepted by Governmont 
and efforts have lieen made from time to time to carry out this very reform. 
In order to enable this Council tojmlge of the necessity of this reform, I do 
not think I need say anything, but I will only say a few words as to the 
amount which will a])proximately be neoessaiy in order to carry out this 
reform. There arc about 400 registration otfices, or put it exactly 401, and 
th(' number of clerks and mohurrirs attached to these otfices is a little over 
1,100. An increment of say Hs. 5 a month works out to Rs. 67,440 a year, 
and the question is whether this expenditure should be immrred, or wh(4hur 
tin’s scheme should be put off till aftiu* the war is over. In order to realise 
till' present pay and prospects of these persons, I need only remind the 
Council, that although in some places the head-clerk gtds about Rs. 40, in rural 
otfices they get only Us. lin a month and tin* poor mohurrir gets thi' magnificiuit 
sum of Us. ir> a moiilli. It is no wonder that with all the n'Hjionsible work 
he has got to do, and the small pittance In^ draws, hi* has to replenish his 
pockets by preying on the puldic. An increment of Us. U a month would not 
lie very much, but it means a g(Mhi (b*al to the mohurrirs. My Lord, wijmievfir 
a schemi* like this is suggested, we an* met with tlir observation that the 
financial conditions an* very much strained, and wi* must wait till the war is 
over. I have only one observation to make to this. Itoi's everything else* 
stand over till the war is (jvev? Those of us, for instance who can afford to 
lose a little p >rtion ol our income, <lo wi* agn*e to see that such privilege* is 
withheld from us till the war is ovt*r ? I will be more i'xplicit. and I will ])ut 
it to some of the high officials who draw big salaries Will they agri*e that a 
i)ice from their salary be taken oft 

The Hon’ble Mu. BEATSOX BELL : - Y.*./ 

The lioii’ble MAULVl A. K. FAZL-UL-1IA(^ -Su .oo^.u^ i sad that 
promotions be stojqied till tin* war is over. Will tint meet with a n‘-ady 
response ? ” 

Thu lion ble Mr. BEATSOX BELL: - Yes.” 

The Hon’ble MAULVl A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ : “At any rate, My Lord 
everyone in this bouse, official ami non-official, wlicn tin* time comes to find 
funds for the conduct of the war will gladly contriliikc tlicir iqoney, but so far 
as the present budget is concerned there are no indications that any of our 
privileges, for instance anytliing relating to pay or promotions, should be 
withheld till after the war is over. Why should these poor mohurrirs on 
Rs. 15 a month be allowed to hope on and hope on, simply because financial 
conditions are strained ? After all. if we cannot take up the big measure of 
reform, if we do not sanction the increment to the clerks and the mohurrirs. 
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let an at h^ist make a lieprinniiij^, and I am vvilliny: to modify tin* resolution if 
a boginniu^r in nude wliicb would not cost more tluiii Rs. 20,000 and that suni 
can be mel iiiidtM' any of tlje allotted Lu'ads of (‘X| luiditure. My Lord, 1 have 
got to ^ay only a fi*w words as reirards the development of indiistiij'S. One 
lakh lias been biidgtU teil for under this htuid. Thi- development of indnstrit's 
is a most faseinating subjee*. At any i ate. it has supj lied many a sphuidid 
peroi iil ion on many public; platforms, and 1 am afraid if t lOvcirnment really 
lake* to devel(j])ing (Hir industries. tlH*y wdll take away a very fruitful sourcio 
of oiir (‘l(M|uenc*e from our ]iublie platforms. 80 far as the development of 
indiisIric'S is eonec rned, I «lo not think (70\ernment can do very mueh by 
making any allotment in tin* bndgf‘t. Tin* a'pointnuMit of a director of 
Tndiisfiies has be('ii suggested, but wdiat advice is he going to give? 
rrobabl,\ this om* lakh of rup(M‘s wull be* spend (»n tln‘ salary of llu* Din'ctor of 
hidustries and his establishimud..” 

The llon’bh; Mu. RKATSON llKLL : “ Tids bkli is not for th(‘ Director’s 
salary at all ; it is for otluT objects. ’ 

The Hoidble MAULVI A. K. FAZI.-UL-IIAg : " I think, reading the 
allotments that are set forth in the bmUrt, tlsore is a [irovision for the 
appointment of a Din^ctor of Industries, and a scheme for the develo] ment of 
the industries of tin* provinces Tin- rc'curring estimate} is Rs. 1,30.000. The 
Government of India have ai)plied for the sjinctiou of the; Secn*taiy of State* 
for the appointment ol a Director of Industries on a salary of Rs. 1,500 
rising to Rs. 2,000 w'ith an eKtabli8lmu*nt and otlnn* chargers. Tin* sanction 
(d tin* 8(‘eretary of State has not yt‘t Ikm'Ii n‘ceived. In pages If), 17 a 
provision of Rs. 30,000 has bec*n made on this account, and a further sum of 
oin* lakh of nijM'OS is i)rovided for (‘Xpenditun* on indusirit's in addition to 
the provision made* fcir the appointmt'ut of a Din^ctor and establisliin(*nt.” 

The llon’ble. Mk. RKATSON RELL : “ The salary of the Director and 
his cstablisliment wdll come out of the Rs. 30,000, and the sum of Rs. 1 lakh 
w'ill lie in tin* Diri'ctor’s hands for tin* conduct of his op(‘rations.’’ 

The Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-IIUg : “ That is all the* more 
reaH(»n why we can take out a lew thousands from this provision of one* lakh. 
There has beem Rs. 30,000 allottcul for the impnweimud of the potato cultiva- 
tion. Theciuestion is w’hetl:(*r th(*n‘ should be at tin* preseid- moment an 
ini])rovement in the potatoes, or an improvement in the pay aiui prosp. ets of a 
deserving class of ]jublie stuw ants — tln*n* an* about ,500 of them. I suluiiit, 
my Lord, that their j)ay and prospi*cts should eonu* hist before w’e take any 
steps for the improvt‘ment of pt)tatoes. Wi* can ahvays draw ujion these 
three h(*ads, it is but a drop in the ocean. 1 hope that Gcn'ernimuit will 
acei'pt this n'solution.” 

Thcrlloii’l.lc NAWAI5 SVED SHAMS-UL-lIUDA said 

‘‘ My Lord, I am sorry that 1 am not in a position toaccept this n*solution. 
The question about the imiirovtumuit of tin* pay and proH|>ects of tin* clerks and 
inohurrirs in the Registration Department has bi‘en under consideration for 
some years ; tin* scheme is ready, but w e are precluded by express orders of 
the Secretary of Stati* from involving ourselves in any nev^ expenditure, unless 
it fulfils tin* test of b(*ing imperative and of immediate necegsity. I cannot 
say that this reform is of that, character. On this ground, my Lord, I 
would oppose the resolution, but at the same timt*, I may state, that when 
tin* scheme is sanctioned, on the return of normal conditions, I hoj e effect 
will be given to the scheme. Tht' total amount required would be about 
Rs. 1,37.000 and nothing less. 1 am sorry therefore, that I cannot accept 
this resolution, and I need hardly repeat that we cannot consent to any 
reduction either in the allotment for the developniant of. indust race for potatoes, 
or for boiiemeal, nor are we inclined t^dip into our general reserve of two 
lakhs.” 
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Maulvi Fml-vl-lhiq. — Resolutv^n — Chaudhuri Midummad Ismail Khan. 
Tlic Uon’blr MA^LVr A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ said 

4 “ My li'ird, I dt) rmt wisli to dftiiin this (^miicil hy any loiifjf reply. I 

tak<‘ it that tliis ri‘s,)hiti ui will nor ht‘ acci'piod. and I will not also ask ha* a 
division. 1 will, liowi'vt'i*. wait lor a yoar aiul ''•■o how tht‘s»‘ iiidiistrivs and 
tln^ p •tat()‘s (h'V(doji. 1 hop.^ that tht*n* will h * funds <'noupfh n '\i yt‘ar to he 
allott sl to tliis ivCorin which I adv(K*atc at tlio pr "i«‘nt rnoincnl." 

ddio rosoliitioii was tiicn. byl'n\i- of tin- President. witiidrav\n. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM NO. 3. 

HKSOLl'Tinx. 

[I nder the ralvs for the disrussion id matters of ijenera I ituhliv intrrrst.^ 

The Hon’hleCHAUDHl'UI MUHAMMAD ISMAIL KilAK moNclthe 

tollowiriLC resolntittti : — 

Tliis Uounuil recomiueiids to the Uovcriior in (Miun^-il that special Jnspcc- 
tin;; 06ic(‘rs h-- ap[)oiiittU forthe purpose of inspeetinp and HUpervisinff the 
ortiet‘s of Muhaiiiiiiadan Marriajje Lvt'Cfistrar^ an I Kazis in this Pr(‘sid(Uiey. 

He said : — 

■‘My Lori, tin- n->olution wii.e i I d -^ire to pi‘o})osi' for tin- Jie(!iptaiici* 
of Vour Excellency’s tiovt-riini -nt i- oin- which, 1 am conlidi-nt, will comimmd 
itscll to my Hon l«le colleau:ues aroun ! m -. 

My Lord, in t e Presidi-m^y of Ih-n.^al there are. 1 understa id, about 4 ’() 
b^•pi^t^^ltion oWccs and about .*»tK) ollice.s (»l Muhainmatlan Marriapn- lieiiisirars 
and Ivazis. My lion’ble friend tin- Ins;K‘ctoi-(irin*ral o| lu-^’ist ration is at the 
h<-ad of these oHici's ainl I list- no exa^^’eration when I say that be has by his 
thorouj^hiiess done crtMlil to iiiinself and to the Provincial Civil S(-rvi(;e to 
which In- belonifs. As thills stand at presi-nt. In- lias iiinh-r him four 
Inspectors (one of whom was appointed not very lonj? a^o) wIiom* (dii'd’ «luty 
is tin- inspe-ction of nearly 4U() le-^istration ottna-s throughout tht^ 
Pn^sideiicy. but who are also supposed to ins iwt the ollioes of as many 
Muhammadan Marriare Ue^'istraiN as possibh-. I do not know if it is 
possible f(-r tln'si^ four Insp-'ctors to insju-et all tin- Ue^^is’ ration olhces even 
once a yt-ar. I am still more doiibtlul as to the nnnnnt «il attention it is 
possible for tlu-m t(> pay to tin- olHces of Muliamm-idan Marria,^- Ih-^istrars. 
As for inspectioiiN by District Sub-Ut*«:istrars. 1 hejr t,, pirnt out that if that 
wi-re considen-d suirn^uuit Government would imt hav»* appo nt -d Insju-ctors of 
Hegistration at all. Muhammadan Deputy Magistrates and Deputy UollecI ors 
are etiijiowi-red to inspect the otli(;»*s o Muhanim nian Marriage* Ih^istrars 
within their juris li(!tion, be.t I am afrul that most (»f them (*ither ilo not 
know that they are so empowered or ilo not care to sjiend their time in ihiiiig 
something that does not directly coneern tln-m. Tin- Permanent Committee 
for th» Siijiervision of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars in )h*ngal, to whicli 
several of the Muhammadan members of this t hiuncil belong, is more or h'SH 
an appointing thniimittei- and the only manner in which tln*y can and perhaps 
do indirectly supervist- tln'se ollices is by appointing really good men as 
Kaz s. From these facts it will appear that tin- inspection of tin* offices of 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrars is conducted on not very satisfactory lines. 
It seems to me to be everyliolyV business ami nobfxJy’s hiisiiiess at the 
flame time. 

My Lord, in the Criminal fhmrts of the Presidency a divorce or the 
denial of marriage are common pleas in charg*s under sections 497 an i 498 of 
the Indian Penal C^do. In tlie Civi^ Courts, (luesr ions relating to marriage 
and divorce often arise in suits [or the restitution of conjugal rights, for 
divorce or inheritance. In . view of these facts, the records in the offices of 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrars are of the utmost importance to the 
Mussalman Community. This is particularly the case in the Muhammadan 
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ilistrictK i>l' Kafeitt-rn Bengal where marriage ca^es l»oth criminal and civil 
are no numerous.^ •. 

My Lord, with the multiplication of the (jffices of Muhammadan Mafriage 
Kegiatwira the task of inapection is becoming more and more exacting and 
reBpoiiHibh*, and it is time, that this branch of the Uegistration Department 
should have an inspecting agency of its own*. The p oper inspection of thesQ 
offices\vill keep tin' Kazis up to th(‘ mark, ensure the correctness of the 
records and increas(* to a vi‘ry grt!at extent the popularity of ihe voluhtury 
syst('m f)f marriage registration among my co-religionists. 

iMy Lord, if the Government are pleased to accept this Resolution I 
would for the present suggest the ay)poiiitim‘nt of at least two Inspectors o| 
Muhammadan Marriage Hegistra* ion offices with heail-quarters at Calcutta 
and Dacca. The appointments may, liuwevj-r, for the present be hold in 
abeyance, till the return of normal financial conditions after the war. I 
would not therefore tak(^ the tiim* of this ('ouncil by entering into details at 
the pnjsent moment, as in casi‘ yonr Kxc<dlency’s Government are agreeablt 
to the proposal the <letails can be settled very easily afterwards. In propo- 
sing this resolution I am confident that your Excellency’s Government will 
be pleased to give this question your full and sympathetic consideration.” 

Th(^ Hon’blo MAULVf A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ said 

“ My Lord, I wish to say only a few words in support of this resolution. 
At least tliere can be no financial difficulty in the way of accepting this 
resolution. Tim recommendation that the principle embo lied in this resolution 
he accepted is most opportune because when the Act comes up for amend- 
ment, the quc^siion of tlie appointuumt of Muhammadan Registrars, specially 
for the purpose of inspecting these officers, may also b(* considered. My Lord, 
in these circumstance's, since* my friond has been wise onougli to say that the 
carrying out of tln^ appointment be i)()Btponed till the rt'tnrn of normal financial 
conditions, the ri'solution may 1 m^ accepted.” 

The Hon’hle NAWAIJ SYED SHAMS-UL-JIUDA said 

“ My liord, 1 am sorry tliat it has luMm my lot to opjiose resolution after 
resolution on the ground (»f the |»r('seni, tinancical stringency. But we have to 
face these difiicult.i(*s, and many of our ])et children had to he sacrificed. 
My hon’ble colleague, Mr. Boatsoii-Belb has alr(*a<ly told this Oouncil, that 
he had to sacrifice one of his pi*t children, the Jessore survey and 
Ht'ttlemeiit operations. Wt' had sanction for I Gollectors and 4 Judges. 
We havi' a])p()iiited the Judges, but not the G( Electors. It lias been said that 
so far as this resolution is conct‘rm*<l, we might accept the principle and 
give (’iFect to it when the war is f)v<‘r. 1 do not think, my Lord, it is always 

convenient to make iiromist's before we know wliat actual conditions we ina^ 
be confronted with. We have ]mh*ii considering tlie question of making 
hettar *])rovisi(ni for tin* inspection of office's of Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrars for soiin* time, but tlK'coiiBub'ration of this sclieme, as well as of 
many utl ers, must for tlie prestmt be jiostpoiu'd. 1 therefori' cannot give a 
promise not knowing when we may be in a position to give effect to it.” 

TIu* rt'solution was tlu'u, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


MUOUUNMENT. 

The Gouncil was then adjourned to Monday the 27tii March. 1916, at 
J1 A.M. 

A. M. lirTCHlSON. 

Secy, to the Oov\ nf Benjal and 
Secy, to the Bengal L^yisl itive Couiwil [Offy,), 

Gaixu-tia ; 

The 2dth Marchj 1916, 


B. S. PreBfr-l-4.19lfi— a633J-*-86U— L. 0. 



Ahfitraci o/' the ProoeednHj.^ of the Bettf/hl Leyislahve Council oHsemhled 
under th» yrovisiomi tf the Gomnmmd if huiia 19 IS. 

• A. 

1'he Couiidil ni(‘t in llio (JliamlnM- in CiovrniiiKMit lloiiso o» 

iMniulay, Uio Marnh^ UM(i, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

liisi Exiiftllriify tli(‘ IJin’lit Hjm’hlf Thomas David, IIakon ('AUMiruAEi. 
OF Skii;lin(J, (i.cm.k., k.c’.m.o.. Covernor of the Presidency if Fort 
WiUiinn In Benynl. iiresidimj. 

Tli(' Jlon’l)l(‘ Mu. liYoN, Vice- President. 

w 

Tlio ll(Hi’l)l(i Nv\v\h Sykd Siiams-iti-I1iida. 

Tlu‘ Ilon’l)li’ Mu. N. D. Dkatson IJkij., r.s.i., c.i.i:. 

Tlir lloil’l»lo I-Ol.. \V. \\. KiDWAUDS, (Ml., (’.M.U. 

TIh‘ Mu. V. J. Monaii\n. 

T^k* ll(nriil«‘ Mi:. »J. Ii\NU. 

TIm^ llon’I.lc Mu. J. II. Kf.uu, cm.k. 

TIio Ilon’lt^' Mu. K. (> Dk, c.i.k. 

tlic ll.m’lilc Mii. .1. 1)(.NA1,1.. 

Til.' Il.m’blo Ml!. 1.. |{|i!i,i':v. c.i.k. 

The ll..iri.ll' Ml!. II. II. (il!KKN. 

The Ikm’I.lc Ml!. V.. II. lioMi'As. 

The lldii’lilo Ml!. I!. C. Miti!a. 

'J'bc Hoii’hh' Ml!. \V. W. lloiiNKi.i.. 

The Ildll’hle Ml!, (h K. I’AYNK. 

The H.m’hle Mil. K 1!. II. I'anti.n. 

The lloil’llle I!aI I’kIIA N.ATII MiIKIIAIUI |{AllAI>llli. 

The lloiThle Ml!. 11. .1. IIii.auy. 

Till* IIonM)lc Xaw.vu IJAiiADru of aMi;u.shidahai>. ic.c'.s.r., JC.c.v.o.. Amiii- 
iii.-Omuaii. 

; Tli(‘ llcjn’blc. Miu Satykndua Pk.asanna Sinha, Kt. ^ 

lloii’hlc Haja HuisirikKsii Laiia, (m.e. 

Tin* Hon’hle Ua.ia Siiosiii Kanta Aciiauvya Ciiaiii)Iii:ui Bahadhu. 

^Tln* llon'bhi Du. Df.iia Duasad Saubadiiikari, c.i.k. 

Tlie'Hon’blo IJAiiri Ramtauan Baneuji. 



' 17- • Queslims and Amwern. [57tii Makch, 

Chmidhurl .huhammad Ismbii Khan : Mr. (irecn ; BaVu S. K. 

TllC IJ()iri>l(‘ ](aI UaDIIA OllAliAN pAL pAllADCk. 

Tlu^ Ilfui'lileMk. K. H. likAY. 

Till* II(Jii’hl(‘ Mk. A. PikKMTki;. 

TIh' Mk. AV. T. OkicK. 

TIm' IIo]i’l»l(‘ Mk. E. A. MAkTiN. 


^J’ln' Mk. (lOi.AM IldssKiN (yAs.srM Akirr. 

Tlir lloii’hic Khan pAiiAhrik Mai’lvi MnsnAkkAK Hissain. 

TIm' I\A1 NaMNAKSIIA PiASII P>A!IAI)rk. 

^ Thr Nawam Saiyid Nawah Aij (^iiAr’Dfri'ki, Khan I>AiiAi)i'k. 

Tll(» Ilon’lilo liAl I’kASANNA Kl'MAk JtA^ J»AlIA]>lik. 

Till' liAiui SiikKNhifA Nath l»AM:kji. 

Tli(‘ Ilon’lilr lUkii Si)i;KNi>kA Natii Pav 

Thr lloii’hlr lUnii Maiikndim Nath Pav, c.i.k. 

Thr IloilTIr Kai llAkI MniUN (^IHNDkA pAIIADUK’. 

TIk^ lloii’hlr (liiAi'imrki Mhjiammah fsAiAii. Khan. 

Th»' ilril’hh' llAlil EkF.NMkA EaI. PaY. 


LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 1. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

lly i.hr liiMiTh^ (MIAIIDIIUPI MIlilAMMAl) ISMAIL KIIAX 


C'ulciiLlii to 
kariHiil kaiiw^y. 
S<'liciiir. 


Ii.’ivr in.'idr, 
wilh i.hr 1)1 


or arr ^•oiul^ io ni:ik(‘, 1o thr liiiporial ( iov(*rrmiriit in 
Dposrd (lalriit.ln to Rarisal Iviilway rxItMiKioii srlh'inr ? 


ronnrriion 


'riir llon’hlr Mk. (JPEEN ivplird ; — 

■* A%*opv ol' lhi‘ projtM’i rrj)orl. and <*stinial,rs of tln^ |)rop()sril Khnln a 
Pari.sal Kiiridinjr Railway ha.s been received from the Railway Board for an 
expression of the views of this Government on the alignment, waterAvays, etc.,, 
proposed for the line. This Government are still e?faminin{4 the very dillieult 
proldems wBich are involved and have not yet found themselves in a fxisitfoq 
Io express a linal opinion.” 

i;y thr lioirhle PAIUl SlTKENliPA NATH PAY 

Exit iiHion oC til.- * {a) Has I ho attmiiicm of Government hi*eiulra\vn to a n‘(;tmt ease 

rtoope of tiio tul <)I liit^ ill* the Khni-vlah Jute Mills and Hie inability of ilie (Jaleiitla 
ciitu hie |,, vtmder any help on acoount ol’ a^rule which restricts its operation 

to a radius ol‘ six mih'S from tho Central Eire Station ? 
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ih) Ar<‘ I Iu‘ (JdViTniiH'iil. (joiiHidnriu.if IIh* dcsiraln’lily of iiio li('\ iiiij ilic 
nilt's ill onlt^r in hriiitj llu* Mills f>M hotli sidi‘s of llu' rivor IlfHJi^lily up lo 
Nailinti 1)11 tlit‘ oast and Ti'linipara on woijl of ihai rivrr williiii llu* scopo 
of t.lii^ ( 'alciilU Fin* llri^ajt*? 

Till* llon’bir Mu. DK nplicil : — 

“(/i) Infonnatinii was rocriviMl hy Mir Malciittn Fin) Mrii^Mdr on Mm* 
cveiiiii^of the iii’d March, lUlO, Ihata fire had broken out al tlie Kliiirdah ,Iiite 
Mill. The Fire Brigade, won* iinahle to send apfiliaiices as the fire was at a 
considi'rahle distance beyond the radius of (» miles within whiili they are 
niithorisi^d to attend, under Notification No. 1850 T.M., dated tlie 25th 
August, 1915. The (diief Oflicer, a station olficer and twel\e khalasies \isil(*d 
(he scene of the fire during the night. 

(h) Ciovernment have under consideration the revision of the rules framed 
I ?*nm time to time under section 31 of the Jdceiised Warehouse and f'ire 
Jh’igade Act, and will be prepared to sanction the extension of the radius of 
action of the Calcutta Fire Brigade so far as is possibh* without dispropor- 
tionate increase in capital and recurring expenditure. They an* advised that 
with due regard to these considerations there is little chance of the radius 
being extended at present to the limits suggested hy the IJoirhle Memhci*. The 
outlying mills must hnik for protection against /ire to the elliciency of their 
• )wn fin* drill and appliances.” 

By llir llon’blrKA.IA II K ISII I K FSII LAllA — 

* p / 1 W’lll till* (lnvciiim(‘iii. be ])Ieased to slate wliat progress lias ij„ 
been made willi tlie Ilongong-Satkhira broa<l-gaugi* lailway scbriiio to wliii'li 
llis F.xeelb'iicy reb-i |■(‘d in Ins sjieocli in rejily to the addri'ss of tin* Mislrict 
Board ol Kliulna on Mn* oi^i^asion of his last visit there ami to \Nhi(>li sanction 
has ln‘eii accorded by the t loviM’inm*!!! ? 

[h) Is it a fact that (lie inhabitants of the subdivisioii of SatlJiira havi* 
long desired lo bi' conne(‘t(‘d by rail with tin* Fastmi Ih'iigal llailwav, 

( 'eiiti al Section ? 

(r) An* t he ('loverniiieiit aware that such conneiH.ion would ojim up a 
large pari of (he district of Khulna ? 

{i/} An* the ( bivcriiment experiencing any dilliinill i(‘s in (tarrying oiil tin* 
sanelioned scheme of the Bongoiig-S'itkliira broad-gauge railway ? 

(r) If so, are the (loveriinient (nuisidermg the advisabilil\ of aeecpiing 
some otln'r arr.ingenient on the guarantee basis ? 

Tin* llon’bh'MK. (IHFKN repli(*,d : — 

**(n) ddie <|Uestion of I In* construction of a railway belwei-n B«)n'jong 
and Satkhira is still under consideration by the Railway Board. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) Yes. 

('/) & (c) The IJon’ble Member is referred to the reply to (a) alnivc.” 

Bythu llon’ble BABU I'FKNDUA LAL BAY:— 

*4. Are the ( loveriimeiil eonsid(‘ring the desirability of inakiug tin* A 
apliointmeiits in the Brovincial diidicial Service hy rotatiim as is done in the 
case of ajipoint iiieiits to the Provincial Kxccut.iv(* Siu'vice ? X 

The IJoii’l le Mn. KERB ri'piied : — 

” The answm* is in tin* iiegatim* 

Hilder the provisions of -the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil C’uurts Act, 
18S7 ^Xll of 1887), the Local (lovernment are bound to appoint any one 
nominated by the High Court.” 
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[^7 tH MAKCIf, 


Ap|HlillhlllMJtH III 

I lie Provincial 
•Tinlioial StvIuc. 


(Jucstwns and - tnswers. 

JJahu N. L. Ray ; Mr, Kerr. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 


Hy the llon’hlo liABU UPENDUA LAL PAY 


I. Will th(j Goveriimfiii |jli5aB«*(i l-cj Htato, (liKl.ri<;l by iliKtricl, the- 
iiiiinlu*T (‘f ajipoiiiliiuMitK in tin* iVovinnial fJuilInial Survict* by tlm 

iiiJuibitaiilH ol' each dintrici? 

Thu lullowing aiiH\V(*r by flio lloii’l)b) Mu. KEliU was laid un tlu: 
table* : — 


‘* A Httatumriit is laid nii tin* tabic*.” 
Statement referred to hy the Hon’mli-: Mu. Kkuu 
asked by the UiiN'wLh: Bahu Uj'KNDKA Lai. 
the 27 tn Marck^ lyJO. 


Name of iliHtrn t 


Burdwaii Division — 

Burdwan 

Birbhuiii 

Bankura 

Midnajiort* 

llooglily 

Howrah 

Presidency DiN'ision, including Calcutta — 
Calcutta 
24‘Parganas 
Madia 

Murshidabad . . 

ilessorc . . 

Khulna . . 

Dacca J)ivisjon — 

Dacca 

Mynieiisingh 
Farid j)ur 
Bakargan j 

Chittagong Division— 

Chittagong 

Tippera 

Noakhali 


Uajshahi Division - 
Rajshahi 
Diriaj])ur 
Rangpur 
tIa]})Higuri 
Bogra 
Pabna 
Mai da 
Darjeeling 


Sylhet 

Bhagalpur 

Jorhat 


in answer to Qae.^ilimi No. /, 
iiA Y at the Council Mevtiny of 


N| 1 I 1 iIk‘I of ilj)])OllltllK‘llU, Null 
slitiitivranii Niih. yir/j itm,^ in 
lilt i'loxiiiuial .ludieiiil S(>i 
\icr, on tiir InL Janiiai}, 
1 !U(!, I>> tile inliiil>iL inIh of 
tli(‘ (lihliicL. 


17 

3 
9 

4 

3r) 


5 


73 


.. 28 
.. 2') 

.. 18 
1 

.. 9 

« 

~ 87 


G3 

6 

24 

9 

— 102 


7 

10 

3 

-- 20 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

1 

9 

Nil. 

Nil. 

— 11 
5 
1 
1 


Total ... 300 
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Maulvi Fazl-ul-Hmj : Mr. Ih\ 

By tlio Hon’hli' MAHLVf A. K. FAZL-l'L-llAC^) : — 

II. Will till* (ioviTiiuuMil l»r plr,'is(N| to stall' tin- miiiilMT of lli^li 
JCiijL^lish sclinols, I'iilit'r uiiilor (li>\ unniiciit mana^n'mi'iil or l•l‘(*l*ivin^ 
(inviTniiii'iit aid, in wliicJj IIkm-o is no provision lor tlir ti'achintr nC Arahic 
and I’l'i-sian, aj)d also tin- nuinluM* nl' Muliainmadan hoys in oacli ol’ sncli 
sulioolfi ? 

Till' I'ollowin^r answer liy I lie llo»rMe Mk. DM was laid on the lahle : — 

“A stal-einiMii #^ivin^r tlie inronii itio i reipiired is laid on the tahle." 

iSlftfemrnt rrjvrred lu Inj l/ir IIoN’iUilc Mit. Dk m answer In i^hwsfnm So. li 
{nnslarred)^ ashed la/ the RoN’inJC MvnhVI A. IC. Kazl-IIL-H A g al the i'naneil 
Mee.Umj of Ihe. :J7lh Mareh^ lUlii. 


Lihi o 1‘ (niviTiimriil and anied sidioolh in r..‘ni,Ml in wliich IIumm- ih no prnviHton 

lor tin* ti'acliiiiL: of AY.ildi* or Persian and tin* immli T of M iiliamiiiad.oi I»o}h iiieaeli of 
lliese schools : — 


Siiiiihi'i 


' N'lim of 1 liii i| 

III 

NiiibIioi of 
Miiliniiiniuil Ml 

10 M A 11 KB. 

1 

1 

fireside net/ 
Ptvistnn- 

iJI-Par^Mii.is 

Talvi... 

111)1' <1 

; 

j DoNernmeiit ! 1 


Ditto ... 

Heliala 

1 

Aided 

1 



Dillo 

Bonil 

Do. 

21) 


4 

Ditto ... 

Said|Mir 

Do. 



A 

Ditto ... 

tiohard.in^^a 

Do. 

1 

7 


(1 

Dillo 

Itahani 

Do. 

! 


7 

Dilio 

Halu^nujj 

Ito. 

i 

27 


s 

Ditto ... 

Diamond liarhoiir 

Do. 

If) 

Provision insnle for 

[) 

Ditto 

tiiistia 

D(». 

21*1 

a niuulvi on 

Us. ill), i>ul not yet 
a|i|ioin(ed. 

10 

Ditto ... 

1 aniijiiir 

Do. 

17 


11 

Jlilto ... 

lialisliahar 

Do. 

1 

1" 

VJ 

Ditto 

Ariadalia 

Do. 

7 

i 

i;; 

Ditto 

Arijalia 

Do. 

21 

1 

14 

Ditto 

IDraliana^'ar 

Do. 

6 


if) 

Ditl 

Sarisa 

Do. 

IS 


u; 

Ditto ... 

.IoyIlaJ^^a^ Institu- 

Do. 

u 


17 

Ditto 

tion. 

Sroedhar Dunsi- 

Do. 

, 


IS 

1 

(hilciitta 

dhiir. 

Hrahuio Poys’ ... 

Do. 

•I 


1 

1!) 

Nadia 

Majdiu Kailhuzar 

Do. 

IS 


20 

Do. 

Mura^'aclia 

Do. 

4 


21 

Do. 

Belpukur 

Do. 

G 


22 

Do. 

Bliajain'hut ... ' 

1 

i 

Do. ... 1 

12 

1 

• 


Teneliiiin of 
Aral lie niid 
111 Ki-^i-^li 

Kcliools 



liwUjet. [27th Makch 

\fr. /{enlxoii Bell. 





tioviiriimi'iil 

Xnnliur n( 


Niimif'i. 

Dlihlcl. 

Previdfinnj 
liivminii — 
concM. 

Niiino (if (((‘li(N>l 

! 

i 

i 

«»r 

nl.l -.1 

Muliiiiniuiuliiii 

lniXH. 

IIKMAIIKH. 

2;j 

NiiOiii 

Saiitiporo 

Anlod 

1(1 

1 

1 Provirtioii oxiHts 

24 

Do. 

lia rial'll at 

Do. 

17 

^ for a maiilvi, lint 

1 not appoiiitod. 

2r» 

Do. 

Natiida 

Do. 

2i; 

J 


Do. 

(lOH-iaiiKliir^apiir 

Do. 

211 


27 

D<.. 

SiKlhakarpiir 

Do. 

•1 

f> 


2« 

MtirKlii(lalia<l 

Khai'ra L. M. S. 

Do. 

ii 


2‘J 

tloBsoro 

Koiooliaiiilpiir ... 

Do. 



:\i) 

KJiuhiii 

Qaruii Katparia ... 

Do. 

21 


M 

D... 

/iin'f/u'nn 

Dirisitm. 

Naliilia 

l>o. 

[) 



Iiiinlwaii 

Blioita 

Aiilod ... 

(> 


:v.\ 

Did 

Maiikar 

Do. 

7 


;ii 

Ditto 

Daiiiliat 

Do. 

.> 


:\i> 

J>it(o 

Moiiiari 

Do. 

25 


:U) 

Ditto 

PiirliaHtliali 

Do, 

s 


;{7 

Ditto 

Silk tori a 

Do. 

5 



Ditto 

IJayiia 

Do. 

11 



nirbhiiiii 

Ikiul^'hora 

Do. 

IS 


40 

Ditto 

Nakrakoiola 

Do. 

JO 


41 

hiiiikiiru 

Kuclioakoh* 

Do. 

Nil. 


42 

Ditto 

Kotalpiir 

Do. 

1 


4;’» 

Ditto 

Kuclikuctiia 

Do. 

Nil. 


44 

Ditto 

PalaHdaiif'a 

Do. 

1 


4r» 

Ditto 

Soiianiuklii 

Do. 

2 


1() 

Mitliiapon- ... 

(Miaiitirakoiia 

Jorat. 

Do. 

4 


47 

Ditto 

(Diatal 

Do. 

Nil. 


4S 

Ditto 

(ifarlietta 

Do. 

2 


4y 

Ditto 

Jara ... 

Do. 

1 



Ditto 

riii^la 

Do. 

4 


:>i 

Ditto 

1 

(Topaliia^ar 

Do. 

5 


:»2 

IIonj»lily 

Hala^nrli 

Do. 

*> 


T):; 

Ditto 

lOuiHtara 

Do. 

11 


54 

DU-to 

l’a{;[hati ■ ... 

J)o. 

1 




IdlH.]/ Hudget 

Mr, BeiUson Holl. 


Niiatioi. 

1 

j Divtitct. 

yumo nf ncliool. 

j UoTeriuiwiil 

1 or 

j KiiilHl. 

T"' ' " 

1 NuiiiUir I'f 

MiilmmnmklAii 
j l)0>ll. 

r>r) 

tUmhvitn 
Divmuu 
— coiiciti. 

Hoot'll ly ... 

Cliatr.i 

j 

1 Aidod 

1 


Diilo 

Ohiiisiira Uiiitod 

' l>o. 


r»7 

Diilo 

Fri*t'. 

DuHli^'liora 

Do. 

I 

TiS 

Ditto 

IlHalia-Moiidiilai 

i Do. 

•' 

r>‘j 

Ditto 

Hhundirhuti 


u 

i;o 

Ditto 

Jonai 

Do. 

\\ 


Dido 

Kaikiilla 

Do. 

It) 


Ditto 

Koiiiiaj^ai 

Do. 

u\ 


DiU(» 

StTaiii|Miro 

Do. 


i‘>4 

Ditto 

Hiiptipara 

Do. 

i;t 

♦i.*) 

Ditto 

Soijira 

Do. 


fit; 

Ditto 

Soraiiiporo Dol- 

Do. 

1 

r.7 

Ditto 

lUtarpara 

tiovorninoiit 

■1 

(>K 

1 Ilcjwrali 

da^MlliallaN piir ... 

Aidtnl 

! :it; 

(V.l 

i Ditt<i 

1 

.Iliiiikara 

Do. 

1 

70 

' Ditto 

Majii 

Do. 

n 

71 

Ditto 

Narit 

Do. 


i 

Dittu 

Jai)Mir FakirdaH ... 

Do. 

1 

s 

7:1 i 

Ditto 

I'aiiitias 

Do. ... i 

'.) 

74 

Ditto 

Jliaparda 

i><.. ... 1 

11 

7r. 

1 

Ditto 

ItaMlipur 

!)<■. ... i 

1 

Nil. 

7i; ' 

Ditto 

(larhliawaiiipiir ... 

Do. ... ! 

t; 

77 1 

Dit'o 

Oaliiti 

Do. ... : 

1 

Nil. 

1 

j 

7S 

( ^lullfn/nnif 
Divismn. 

(Mllttllf'Oll}' 

liaij^Miiiati 

Aidod ... * 

11; 

i 

711 ; 

.so 

Ilill-tnictH. 

Uftmt Ihifii<ion 

liajshfihi Ihrt- 
»inn. 


Nil. 

Nil. 



LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 

I5KN(;al iuidoet for 

TIh^ Hon’Mi' Ml*, linatson Byll i)rfc)sniiti3<l tluj of tlx 

of Hon^al for 1916-17. 



Krmauki. 


Ooveni infill 




liudgel. 


[ 27 th Mahch^ 


17H 


BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1916 .- 17 . 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT. 

FINANCE. 


(Ja I rut la, I hr March lUKl. 

MKMOIIANDUM. 

In acc^onlaiici' with liiitc (1) nf tin* l)riiL»;al Li'i'islal.ivr (Kinaiicial 
Stal.i*in<*iit) | iiIiMsIkmI wil.li Not iiical-inn Nn. I lS^i K., dalcij tin* 

loth I the will Ik* |)n‘Si‘nti*(l lo iln* (^)lnK‘il lui the 

27tli March 

2. No cliaiin’c has hcL*ii iiiadr iii IIm* figures as incliiih'd in I he IJcvisL i! 
Financial Slalciin-nt. An Appendix (’ has hern aided, as usual, lo show 
t In* I ransa(‘tions of l)isi.ri(‘l. Hoards and the Idslrnd Hoad h'lind ( Harji'el iie,^), 
;dlhoiiLrh this doi s Tiot. I'orin part of I he l*ro\'incial llii li^t'l proper. 

'rile Meinhers in charii'e ot tin* dillorent dcpartni(‘nts would he 
much ohIiL^(‘d, ir, in accordjinci* with lln* pra‘*lice in previous years. Ilon’hh* 
Mcinh(‘rs will ^ive as early inlinntion as jiossihle of any points wdii<*h ihey 
may desire* lo raise*, in oiler llril inrorniation may he co||e*cled ri'u^ard- 
iufj^ tin*'!!. 


N. 1). HKATSON F,Fdd 
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1916 .] ' Bmlyet. 

MIDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF DENGAl, 1916-17. 

PART I.— General Review. 

(1) ACCOUNTS FOR 1914-15. 

In tlir ri'visiwl I'stimati* lnr wliiclj was laid hidom tlu' 

('nilnoil «)?i till* -7lli March Ihl.'), Ihc receipts ol’ the y(*ar were taken 

at li‘s. and the ehartres at IN. (l,ri(i,S<;,0()(), wliile I he esliina- 

^ted elesinif halaiiee was IN. :^,SI,.SI.O()(). The aceeiiiits of the year, 

•*whi(;h have new been iinally elesed. shew that tin* actual receipts 

anieiintcMl te IN. tl.L'iVOIl.Sttr) and the charges te IN. l>,h7,h(ht)S I, and 
the (desint? halanei* was IN. 1^72.(i<),.‘>L^‘). The rei eipts were thus 
better by Ks. :2, ()•“», S!)e, this iinpreveinent having* eeciirred ehiidly nndi'r 
I’reviiicial Hates (IN. (10, le.H). due In reali/.alien ef arrear I'nhlie Works 
('ess; Ineenie Tax (IN. Il^.“^()^^). ewiii^r te ihi' eenlininsl prosperity of 
hanks and indnslrial eeiurerns in ; dads 'JN. 1 .0.’i.lielO on aeeeiint 

el' larijrer siijiplies id' i>’iinnies and ntiier inannraetiires te the Military 

and ether depa«'tiiienls ; and ('i\d Werks in ehar^rr nf the Piihlie Works 
I teparl nieiil (IN. !»l\7r)0), ewin«>‘ le the sale of thi' eld Hresidency dad 
hiiildinq’s and I he snr|ilns prelits nf the I )ar jiadint'-l I iinalayan Hail way. 
The aelind ehar^vs were also hii»:her by IN. I0.71,I)SI, ehielly undiM 

Hidnnds and Itraw hacks ( Hs. due to heav'y ndiind el' hVeiise 

I'lM's I'ei Kxeise shops lewanls I he elesint^ months of the year, and 
lerund of Huhlie Works Cess; Ce.uts of Law f IN. 7I,*d00), on aeeeiiid. 
of larijei’ payiiieiil', In pleaders and cminsel in |)elilieal castes; Mdiicatien 

(IN d.SI.Oi’iC, chii'll) caused Ity the payment nl' Hs. I, e!), 0111) tn the 

Calenlta riiiversily, lieinu- the unsjient halam^e nf the eiuhl lakhs 
^ranl sanetieiK'd for the ae(|iiisitieii ni' the fish marki't adjoining the 
nmversity hiiildiniTs, and by the paymmit nl arreai salaries eniiseijiieiit on 
pronmtiniis to the Hrovineial and Siihordinate Kduealional Servnses being 
sanetioneil I’roin iDI^-ld , and (hvil Works in ehai’ge of the Hiibli(‘ 

Works I )('])arl meiil (IN S.Sl.h^a), due to hiiuei expenditure in the 
latter jiarl of the year and lar/er ahaiier enllrelioii nt road metal. 

(2) REVISED ESTIMATE, 1915-16. 

-. rile revisf'd t'sliniatt* lnr IDlo-lli as now pii-sed, on the basis of 
till' actuals of the first nine, ten or in some cases eleven, months 

of the (Uirreiit y'ar, is cimpired below with the sanctioned estimate 

for till’ yeai’ : — 



Sanet ioned 

Ib’VISed 

Better (-h) 


estimate. 

osl iniali’. 

or 




worse ( - ). 


IN. 

IN. 

IN. 

Opening balance 

iLsi :n,ooo 

lL71titM)00 

-8,7J,0I)I) 

Ke venue ivcei|)ts 
Transfers bet ween Im- 

.■eW.KMKM) 

.■i.(i.S.l(l.()(K) 

•f(;,7(i,(H)(( 

l>erial and Hroviii- 
cial Ke veil lies 


-|-7iS.i:).0(MI 

■fl,IK,()(H) 

Total receijits ... 

(:.1S.(I7.||(K) 

(;.2(i.;n.(:()0 

+8.2L000 

(iiand Total 

s.i)i),:{s.ooo 

8, its,!) J. ()()() 

-17,000 

Total exjienditnri’ ... 


(i.lO.OOHH) 

-1- 18,28,000 

Closing bulanci’ ... 

2,11.(19, (1(H) 

2,.W.90,()(K) 

-1-17,81,000 



BudyvL [27th Makch, 

incn‘aHe uiicirr TraiiHiVr iirtwcu^ii Iinp<M'ial and Provincial 
Hcvcjiiirs is <lu(^ to tlu‘ following addititnial a«signniontH ; — 


J{h. 

Ad-dilWnia! JissigniiMMit for forms, etc., for the 

Assam Adininistmtion ... ... ... +81,000 

Assigmnejit for forms, etc., for Bihai* and 
^Irissa ... ... ... ... +.|r),(H)0 

Assigmiu-nt to Biliar and Orissa in connection 

witli training of shoals in the Ganges ... - 10,0(M1 

li<*(luetioji in the assigmmmt from Jiihar ajid 
Oi'issa in connectioji wdth iisliery ex|)(‘rimenls -7.000 
Additional assigiiinent in connection with 

scientilic rcsi^arch hy Dr. .1. 0. Hos<‘ ... +81,000 

Assigniinnil for Arcineological works ... +S,000 


Total ... +1,1S,(K»0 


1. The increase (»f revenii(‘ is the ni't result of increases iindtn- 
seine Imads and decreases under ntlun-s. 'I’lie iinprevi'ineiits aggregate 
Its. 1M,2I,(>00 ; and are cliielly under tin* fi»lle\vlng Iieails : — 

Land h’evenne — t Us. .‘>,81.000), due to hclt-er collections of ordinary 
leveniK* and coll(‘cl ions from (lovi'iiinieiil estates owing to 
improvement in tin* julc‘ tradt*, and to lh(‘ sah' of certain 
khas inahal lands to th(‘ Galcidt.i Improvmmml Trust. 

Slanips — (Its. 0„^)0,000), dm' to largt'i* sah's of hoth f^enc'ial and court- 
lee slainiis owing to lh<‘ partial recovmy of trade* as w(‘ll as 
the opening of tiu* Sfiari* Market whicli reunained close'll 
during the last few months ol JDll-lo. 

Provincial L’ates — (Us. Lla.OtMl), due to collt'clion of arj'<‘ar Pnhiic 
Works (’ess for 1012-18 ami pr(‘cediiig years. 

I n(‘onie 'I’ax — ( h’s. 8,r»(MHKh, due to hetU'r cidh'clions irom hanks and 
industrial e<mc(‘rns than (‘Xjiecti'd last yi'ar. 

h’egisi lat ion — (Jfs. LdtMKMh, due to an increasi* in thi* niimlKT of 
regisl rat i(»ns owing to the (‘il’t'cts ol Hood and s(*areity in 
Ce rtain trac’ts and the rise in price's. 

.lails--( h*s. 1 ,78,tKH)), due' to largi'r siijiplie's to I he* M i li tary I le'partmeiit . 

Se-K'iililic and Miscellaiieoiis I )e*parlment.s— ( h’s. Lh7,(Mi(i),‘ chiefly nnde‘r 
Giiichona plantation on acc*onnt ol large r sale's e>l e|ninine'. 

(ti\il Weirks in charge of the' J’nhlic Weerks De'part me'iil — [K’s. l.7a.tKHI), 
mainly eliie to ael jiistnu'id of Ilit* value' eef I’ae-ks dismantled 
freein the- Secretariat huilelings at l)ae-e*a ami to the* sale- 
preicee'els eif the Galcutta Poliee Ollie-i' huilelings. 

'I'he' eh'e’rease', ein the other haml. amounts to h‘s. 17.ir).htM), ami is mainly 
nnele'i* the* fe»Ile)wing Imads : — 

hlxids.' — I Us. MMIO.OdO), due tei siualle'r eemsumptieni eiwing to high 
piie't's of food-giains. tei se*are-itN in seniu' are*as and te» 
('coiieuuic Conditions arising freuu the' war. 

Kenesth — (]»s. ,‘>.2a.(HHh. e*ause'd hy tin* slump in traele eni aerount e)f 
the- war ami shentage' in sales eef timhe'r in t la* Sunde'ihans, 
.ialpaigiiri amt Huxa em account e)f hael market cemelitioiis. 

(’eiiiit.s e)f Law — (Us. 7.‘k0(i(h, mainly umh'i- Ge'iu'ial fe'e*s, line's amt 
I'orfentuivs. 

Ports ami Pileitagi' — ( Its. 2,(la,0(l0), dm' to smalh'i- re‘e-i'i]>ls from j>ilotagc 
in the ]\n( of Calcutta owing loathe' e'llect of the war on 
shipping. 

Mise-e llaneous — (Us. chiefly iimle'r unclaimeel elepeisits. 

Te. On till' e'Xiie’iieUture* siele' the' re'visi'd e'stimnte' shows a te)tal 
ele e'ie nse- eef lis. .'jO^l.^i.htM », which is mainly iiiide'r the' following lie-aels : — 

l.aml Ueveiim — (Us. due to savings in the grants for salaries 

ami Surve'y and Settlement ehaigesaiel in the' grant for 
the' iiujirovemeut e>f Goveinim'iit esiatt's owing tei the* 
e'liforet'inent eif ecemomy. 

Kene'.sis — (Us. IlkUlh), mainly to eurtailuK'iit of exj'eiidiliire on 
eoinmmiieations, buildings and iiiipruvement.s, I'te. 
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Ports iiiid l*ilolji;^t' — ( K*s. 71,(100), due* to ilu* dislucutioii of si'idMU'iu* 
Iradi* wliifli rvdiiml tin* riiniings of pilots. 

Education — (Us. Iti, 01,000), due; ^osaviu^^s iu the liuju-rial j^raiils fen* 
hedli ircurriiif' and nou-iV(*uiTinf» cxpcudil urc. 

Medical— (Us. .S,(;i.000). due to saving's iu tlie ^naiil for works of 
sanilary iniproveineut and uou-utilization of (he ^naiit for 
(‘((uijuuent of the School of Tropical Mi'dieiiii'. and Ihe 
tran.sfer t»f a portion of the ^'ranl for sanitation t<» the 
heads (livil Works in charge of civil ollicers and the* l‘uhlic 
Works De'part incut. 

Scii‘n(ific and MiscellaiK‘ous Departiiieuts — ( K’s. I l.(H)ll). due lo savin;;s 
in the grants (I) for .supplies and servici‘s of I In* (’inchona 
Eactorv, (^) for lns]K*ctor of Factorie.s, (.'>) for lislii'ry e.\pi‘ri- 
jn(‘nls, and (1) for the char^vs of (he K’e^^isliiir of Joint 
Stock (’oni panics. 

Supe'raiinuat ion — (l\*s. 2..)i).(Hld), due* to stnalU'r |>aynn‘nls for ('oininii- 
tation of pi'iisions and savin;j;s in the j^raiii for retinsl 
alhjwances. 

Stationery and Printing — (l\s. 7(),0(M)), due to .savings partly in the 
(i(»ve'rninenl presst‘s and partly undt'i* stationery .sn|)plied 
from Ce‘ntral Stor<‘s. 

Miseellant'ons — (Us. .‘kaS.OOd), chi(*lly elue* te) the* Iransfc*!* of char).je‘s 
for ^.»rain allowance* to tin* dilleremt d(‘part nn’iits hy re- 
appropriation from the; lump provision, and partly to (he 
adjustment of ).,n’anls maele hy 11 is Excidlmn-y lo the 
appropriate* heads. 

Ill) tin* olhm’ hand, there was a total incri'ase. of e\pt>iidil nre of 
11s. 16.77,00 h o! whi(;h the most notic»‘ahle items an* : — 

()oui‘ts of Law— ; Us. 1, Hi, 000), dm* to lancer ])ayim*nts to ph*aders 
and counsel in l•onne(;tion with j)olitic,al and otlnT eases 
and t.o ehar^('H under the' l)«‘fenc(* of India Act. 

dails — (Us J./’»ti,000) on ac(;ount of increased expi'iidilure iindm 
rations and lancer pur(‘has(‘ of raw materials foi tdie manu- 
laediire of supplie's to the Military Hepartmenl. 

police — (Us. I,!)1,000), due toilnMlehii of ^jrain allowance (diar^^cs hy 
transler from .‘>2 — Miseellaneous, ami to larger e\penditnri‘ on 
Su])pliesand Services and (/ontii)^en(*ies of the Histrict Poliea*. 

(Jivil Works in charge of the Puhlic Works He|);irl meiit — ( Us. .‘>,1 L^OOO), 
dm* to additional grants sanctiom*'! for land aepnisition and 
<*onsti'U(;tioii oi Iniildin^s. for the Dac.ea I'nivi'i'sity. Uaker 
Hostel and (kdciitta Hniveu’sity Institute, and oilier works. 

(hvil Works in charfje (d’ tin; ( 'ivil l)('j>artim*nt — (Us. 17.tt(M)), due to 
{.rrants to local funds for works of sanitary im|)ro\ emeiils hy 
transfer from M<*dical. 

6. ’Pin* net, result of these <diauf(es is that tln'clo^int^ balance of l!)l.a-HI. 
which w'as j*stimated in Maredi last at Us. li, 1 1,()9,()()(). is now* j)la(;ed at 
Us. LhoS.lMI.OOO. d'he increase is chielly due to smaller e,\j»en«litiire iimle-r 
Lduc.it ion. Medical and Su|)erannualiou as iimutioned above, and |>artly 
to the sjiecial assiirnmeiits mentioned iu paragraph .‘1 and to lin-rease »>f 
nweinie under Stam])s, Income 'Pax and Land Uovenue. 


(3) BUDGET ESTIMATE, 1916-17. 

7. Till' opening balance of 11116-17 is ^the closing balance of llHo-H), 
and is tln'refore Us. 2,58,!M).(I00. 

8. The estimates of the year as approved by the Government of India 
ado])t Us. 6,20,04,000 as receipts and Us. 6,17.97,000 as exjieiiditii re, and 
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a halanut* of Kk. 2,nO,I)7,()()(). A portion of the oIokIii^ halaiino 

in (^aniiJirkcd l‘oi*tlio followin/]f sjx'cial cxprinlitun* : — 

Jis. 

Miniiiiuin hafjincc ... ... ... 20,(M),()00 

lialanco of (liscr(‘l ionary ^ranl ... ... (i,!)7,()0() 

liahinoo (»f tli(‘ ljn|U‘riui ;^rant forllio r(‘or;^ani< 

/alion of snborHiiiatr police and river polict* 
in Kasicrn Jicn^al ( non-r(‘cnrrin^) ... 10,77,01)0 

Halancc of tlu* linpt'riai ^o'ant for tii(‘ S(djool oi 
Tro])ical Slc(li<-iin* ... ... ... !;»,000 

JiaJjince of I he I ni|»(‘rial ^ranl for Siniilal ion .'io.20,000 

Dillo dillo (lilto Kd(i(*a(ion ... !)l,(i.‘),000 

lia nclii Jjiinalic* Asyliun ... ... ... 2o,00.000 

Ainoiinl earnnir]v(Ml for ib‘(»vin(‘ial (‘(piipnieiils 

for I li rec* years as promised ... ... 21,00.000 

(jlraiit promised to ( he Bel/^achia llospilal ... .\00,000 

Tolal ... 2.11,70.000 

'Phis l(‘av(‘s a free halaiiee, which c.oiild he 

Hpenl. in fill nr(‘ years, of ... ... 10.27.000 

'Polal .. 2,h0,!)7,0OO 

!). in the exceptional cinaimstanees oi i.hr pn'sciil \rar il has heeii 
loiind impossihle to |»rovid<‘ for the re^rant «>f ail I he iiiie.xpi-ndid halanees 
of th(‘ Imperial grants for l^dm^ation. Sanitation. I\>lic(' and the I )ihei et lonai 
^rant. Ilndei* the «»i(lers of I he ( i(»\ ei nineiit of India tlie hiiduet has lnMm 
pri'pan'd on th(‘ ])rin(;i|>le that the I’lovincial halanees would not he 
a\ailahl(» for e.xpmidit lire in l!)l(i-17. while the total expeiidit nie must- 
he kept w it Inn tlie estiniate(l leveiiiie. The depa 1 1 ment al hiid^ets w'ere, 
thendore, ])riined t-o the utmost e.\t»‘nt and no proposals lor e.xpendil iiri^ 
that couhl safely !)(' postponed W'eni admitted. The exjH'nditii i e iieads 
accordingly only provide for current normal exju-nditiin* and imavoidahli' 
(\\j)ansion. Kvmi the reeiirrini^ /^rant for l^dnealion, whiidi included 
the- ]irovision for tJie Dacca lIniv»M*sity (o lakhs leeiirrin^ and one lakh 
n(»n-ri‘ciirrin^r (or iiv(‘ years) has Im'i'Ii omitted and a jnovision of 
2^- lakhs only has been ma<h ‘ 111 the hiidm‘t for grants for sanitary im])ro\i‘- 
im'iits a^i^aiiist Dj lakhs, th(' reclining' allotment. Tlie total estimated 
char^^i's for l!)l(i-J7, liowe\(‘r, amount to lIs. (1, 1 7.!)7,(M)I>. whicli is less 
than tin' ineoine hy Ihs. 2,07,000; and pi’ovisiini has heeii made for the 
following noliciuihle non-reeiirrin^^ items : — 


(irant for gratuitous relief ... ... ... 2.2.‘).000 

Non-recurring ^n’ant to the Dolice Department 
for Dolice huildin/^s, etc., in connection with 
t he reorj^anizat ion of the Eastern Bengal J’olica* 
and J^ivei' Police (incliidin” works in progress!... J.OfS.IwO 
Non-reeuri iiifi fxi’Riil !<» the Kdiication Department 
for e.xjienditure on huildin^^'•‘ (works in ju’o^n’i'ss) 71,000 
Salaries, estahlislinient and other charges for the 
Press Censors ... ... ... ^ ... 1,5.000 

(diaries under th(‘ Defence of India Act ^ ... 1,00,000 

Extra expenses for iiiannin^' the steann*r Onidc 
while enijdoyed on station duty at Port Blair ... 20,000 

(Irani to tin* Calcutta Ihiiversily for hostels, hein^ 
the unspent l)alance of the ten lakhs .sanctiiined 
by the (loverninent of India ... ... ,50,000 

Additional ^rant to the (’alciitta Dniversity to be 
#,n’ven from the Provincial revenues... ... 2,23,000 

10. A schedule is attached sliowin^^ the mnv bchenu's costing imlivid- 
ualJy more than Ks. ,5,0(10 in any one year which have hoeii included in 
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tlio lmdg<U. T\w noii-ivcurrin^? i-liar^'os mi juujoiiiit of tlicsi* somchk'h 
amount, to l(s. and tlir n‘(*urrin^r cliar^^os t»i lls. 0,1^0,371. Tlir 

biidi^ot incindt's, in addil.ion, tlip I'ollowin^ m'w iti*ius (»[ a more* or loss |)(‘tty 
iiaiiin* : — 

(ft) Non-i{K(turin(; Chaikjes. 

Lfniil liferent (v— |{s. 

Kowards f(»r arrost of dacnits ... ... 

Kevisioii of (lio rocordHif-ri^lils ... ... 

— 

Ji(‘;jranl of saviii^^s in llio^ranl for (Mintracl tamtin- 
^••oiicios, Calcutta Col loci ora U‘ ... ... i\7i:) 

Fotrsfs — 

IMiroliaso of an olopliaiit bn* the (Hiilla^on^ Hill 
Tracts Division to roplaoo a oiisiially ... ... I.diK) 

liiyisl ra/inn — 

lio;‘nint of savings in t lie allf»tinonl for StatioiK'ry... .‘iS7 

(iciirral Adniinlstratian — 

TmnpoiMiy I'^lablislimont for (In* ollioo ol ilir 

Hxaiiiiiior of Local Kiinds Accounts ... ... 

Balance of I Ik* non-rcciirrin^ i^rant lor the rcn(‘wal 
of fnrnilnn* of tli(‘ sev(‘ral (tovcrnmc'iit Houses... KMHM) 

(1iar^t“< for the (list rilnit ion of the wci'kly war 

nows ... ... ... ■ ... 7,(nMI 

Lump provision for Addil iinial St‘crclary ... (l.tMMl 

1 ncri'asi* i n I he lu‘cord-rooin ^raiit of the Hoard of 
licvcniK' for sort I n^^ and disl rihiition id’ records... ojidi) 

(if iMir — 

l{e^ranl of saviii^^s in the allotuu‘nt for conlraet 
cont in^K'iieii's of till* Civil Courts ... ... 

Poher — 

jiniccM* on special duty in tin* Criminal Invesli^^a- 

tion Dejiart iiKMil ... ... ... lApi) 

Deputation of two Jnspisdors to tin*. David Han* 

Trai iiiii;!' (’ollc^c ... . . ... (:()(! 

Supply of revolvers to l*oli<*e Tninini^ Schools ... 2,001) 

Paris find Pihdnffr— 

Increase of mooring hii-c owin;^ to war surtax ... (;,71 1 

FdHcatioa — 

J{(*;;rant of savin<^rs in t he tainsiilidaOMi ^r.inl of the 
Presidency Colh'^^e ... ... ... :)„‘iSl) 

A teiuporary lirtiin*!* for Hetimne Colle^^(' ... ],.^i00 

Srirtih'fic n)id Misetdhuteons Drjjarhnenls-- 

Const rucLion of a new Imu^^alow for the .\ssist.anl 
Siijicrintendent of Lnii^n*ation at tloalnndo ... .3,000 

Removal of his oJIict*, (Me., to a dilfen'iit site ... 7o(t 

Statinnrry aad Printing— 

Re^M’anr of savill^^s in the ^ratil for c,ontra<*l conlin- 
tt:(‘ncies, Press and Forms Department ... ... 11,001 

MiscvlUmooaH — 

Suhscrijition tf) the 7ffo.s*/cm //f/rr/.s*//? ... ... !),.op; 

Additional ;,n*ant to the l/idy Minto Nursin^^ 

Association ... ... ... ... 2,100 

Civil Worics in chnrffp of Civil Olfu rrs — 

Repairs to three cattle boats in Midnapore ... 8.50 

Repairs to ferry ]datforms at Jiasirhat. Haduria 
and Itinda ... ... ... ... 1,5^00 

JR'pairs to (lOvernimMit ferry ^duit at Mymensin)j[h 
liejiairs to apjiroaches to Raiia^diat, llanskliali, 

Chuadanga, Cora i and (dlier ferries ... ... 026 
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a halanut* of Kk. 2,nO,I)7,()()(). A portion of the oIokIii^ halaiino 

in (^aniiJirkcd l‘oi*tlio followin/]f sjx'cial cxprinlitun* : — 

Jis. 

Miniiiiuin hafjincc ... ... ... 20,(M),()00 

lialanco of (liscr(‘l ionary ^ranl ... ... (i,!)7,()0() 

liahinoo (»f tli(‘ ljn|U‘riui ;^rant forllio r(‘or;^ani< 

/alion of snborHiiiatr police and river polict* 
in Kasicrn Jicn^al ( non-r(‘cnrrin^) ... 10,77,01)0 

Halancc of tlu* linpt'riai ^o'ant for tii(‘ S(djool oi 
Tro])ical Slc(li<-iin* ... ... ... !;»,000 

JiaJjince of I he I ni|»(‘rial ^ranl for Siniilal ion .'io.20,000 

Dillo dillo (lilto Kd(i(*a(ion ... !)l,(i.‘),000 

lia nclii Jjiinalic* Asyliun ... ... ... 2o,00.000 

Ainoiinl earnnir]v(Ml for ib‘(»vin(‘ial (‘(piipnieiils 

for I li rec* years as promised ... ... 21,00.000 

(jlraiit promised to ( he Bel/^achia llospilal ... .\00,000 

Tolal ... 2.11,70.000 

'Phis l(‘av(‘s a free halaiiee, which c.oiild he 

Hpenl. in fill nr(‘ years, of ... ... 10.27.000 

'Polal .. 2,h0,!)7,0OO 

!). in the exceptional cinaimstanees oi i.hr pn'sciil \rar il has heeii 
loiind impossihle to |»rovid<‘ for the re^rant «>f ail I he iiiie.xpi-ndid halanees 
of th(‘ Imperial grants for l^dm^ation. Sanitation. I\>lic(' and the I )ihei et lonai 
^rant. Ilndei* the «»i(lers of I he ( i(»\ ei nineiit of India tlie hiiduet has lnMm 
pri'pan'd on th(‘ ])rin(;i|>le that the I’lovincial halanees would not he 
a\ailahl(» for e.xpmidit lire in l!)l(i-17. while the total expeiidit nie must- 
he kept w it Inn tlie estiniate(l leveiiiie. The depa 1 1 ment al hiid^ets w'ere, 
thendore, ])riined t-o the utmost e.\t»‘nt and no proposals lor e.xpendil iiri^ 
that couhl safely !)(' postponed W'eni admitted. The exjH'nditii i e iieads 
accordingly only provide for current normal exju-nditiin* and imavoidahli' 
(\\j)ansion. Kvmi the reeiirrini^ /^rant for l^dnealion, whiidi included 
the- ]irovision for tJie Dacca lIniv»M*sity (o lakhs leeiirrin^ and one lakh 
n(»n-ri‘ciirrin^r (or iiv(‘ years) has Im'i'Ii omitted and a jnovision of 
2^- lakhs only has been ma<h ‘ 111 the hiidm‘t for grants for sanitary im])ro\i‘- 
im'iits a^i^aiiist Dj lakhs, th(' reclining' allotment. Tlie total estimated 
char^^i's for l!)l(i-J7, liowe\(‘r, amount to lIs. (1, 1 7.!)7,(M)I>. whicli is less 
than tin' ineoine hy Ihs. 2,07,000; and pi’ovisiini has heeii made for the 
following noliciuihle non-reeiirrin^^ items : — 


(irant for gratuitous relief ... ... ... 2.2.‘).000 

Non-recurring ^n’ant to the Dolice Department 
for Dolice huildin/^s, etc., in connection with 
t he reorj^anizat ion of the Eastern Bengal J’olica* 
and J^ivei' Police (incliidin” works in progress!... J.OfS.IwO 
Non-reeuri iiifi fxi’Riil !<» the Kdiication Department 
for e.xjienditure on huildin^^'•‘ (works in ju’o^n’i'ss) 71,000 
Salaries, estahlislinient and other charges for the 
Press Censors ... ... ... ^ ... 1,5.000 

(diaries under th(‘ Defence of India Act ^ ... 1,00,000 

Extra expenses for iiiannin^' the steann*r Onidc 
while enijdoyed on station duty at Port Blair ... 20,000 

(Irani to tin* Calcutta Ihiiversily for hostels, hein^ 
the unspent l)alance of the ten lakhs .sanctiiined 
by the (loverninent of India ... ... ,50,000 

Additional ^rant to the (’alciitta Dniversity to be 
#,n’ven from the Provincial revenues... ... 2,23,000 

10. A schedule is attached sliowin^^ the mnv bchenu's costing imlivid- 
ualJy more than Ks. ,5,0(10 in any one year which have hoeii included in 
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Edmuiion— Ks. 

Kent of lelepboii** lines for Ibeuse of lnH])eetors of 

Scliools .. ... ... ... l.Oott 

Fees to tli(‘ pi-ofessors of Jfajsbalii and (1iilta^^oni.r 
Collefjfes for ^dviii” law leetnres ... ... I,(HK) 

French Mistress, ])ovv Hill Sebool ... .. 1 S(K) 

Two ^^overness(‘.s for Dinajpiir and Pabna zenana 

classes ‘ ... ... ... IM) 

OiK* Jiccturer on AcccMintancy in the Coniinercial 
School ... ... ... ... 

Medical— 

liocal allowance for Civil Sur^^Min of Ali|)iir for 
charge of the V(*nereal Hospital ... ... 1,S(K) 

Clinical Lalioralory assistant for tin* Medical C^o II 
lncreas(‘ of pay of ainestladisl of the Sainhhn Nath 
l^andit Hospital ... ... ... 6tl0 

Lady doctor for the Sainhhn Nath Pandit Hospital 0(10 
Ap|>ointinent of two Jjahoratory assistants in the 

Medical Colleen* ... ... ‘ ... ... IPod 

AtjricuJI arv — 

A ppoi ntiiKMit of a l)<‘|Mity Snp(n‘inl(‘n<l(Mit foi tla^ 

V(‘t(‘rinary Di'partnient ... ... ... iMtHI 

A p]M)inl miMit of two additional Overseers in the 

Ibinrliat and K*an‘^pnr dairy farms ... ... 71^0 

li*.it(‘s and taxes of the Kait^piir farms (»win^ to their 
i mdnsion wnt hin t he mnnici]>al area .. ... d-0 

Ap|)(»iii( mcMit of five cli‘rlvs and live servants for tlu' 

l)i visivTiial Si'ed Stores ... ... ... -MttO 

Srtrnfijir and MisnlUnifuafs Depart tarn ts— 

Provi'^ion for travtdlin^ allowanc(M)f M nhammadaii 
Marria^^c* Ih'/^islrars ... ... ... l.tMlO 

S/atidurrfi font Dnatinif — 

Increase of |)ay of th(‘ l)(‘pnty SnptMintendmit «>f 
tin* S(‘eretariat Press ... ... ... dOO 


II. Appendix I' shows tin* transactions »>f Hislrict Funds and 
Ihstriet h’oaii FiiikI, H.ii jeelinjj. 'rids sratenient does not ionii any pail of the 
Provincial Ihid^et, Imt is annexed thereto for lauivmiiema* of n ferenee. 


PART II. -Detailed pemarks on the Budget for 1916-17. 

U’KCKIITS. 

1 !l. (jiUtd Itrrviiur . — The total e<)||eetions in IlMI-lo amounted to 
lis. :i,.SLM)7.07.‘5, and t he estimate for llMd'17. as passrd hy i he ( Jovernnient 
of India, is Us. L^!)7.^l!l,()0d ajrainst lls. the revised estimate 

for P.lio-ld. The estimate includes Us. l^i\7S,0()0 foi reeoN cries of Siir\ ey ami 
Sell lenient eharjvs ae’ainst Us. LL75,()0(), provided on the same ae(M)iint 
in the revised esiiniale for P.tlo-ld. 

FT The estimated Pioviiicial share of Land Uiwoniie is calcu- 
lated t has ; — 



!<]'<( iiiisili', 
lill.VH!. 

licvised 
est imate, 

IDl.vId. 

Lstirnah*. 

U(ld-17. 


lis. 

U’s. 

Us. 

Cross J^and Kevi'uiie 

2PLI!MM)I) 

a.y2.2s,o(m 

2,!t7.!l!»,(KH) 

Deduct— Fsi iniated coll(‘ctions 




from Coveriinienl Kstates 
(wdiolly lh*ovin<*iai ) 




Deduct — Kccov»*ries of cost of 




maintcMiance of houndary 
])ilbus (wdiolly Provincial) 




Deduct — U’eiMV(*j’ies of Siirvt'v 




and settlement Char^'es 

(wholly Imjierial) 

17.yi(KH) 

ISJj.OlH) 

a2.7«,(KKI 

Total <l(Mluction 


.WJS.IMM) 

'(;7.K2i0(KI 
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Kstimatc, 

1915-16. 

Ke vised 
estimate, 
1915-16. 

FiStiinatc, 

1916-17. 


Us. 

Ks. 

Jls. 

Net amount divisible bi‘t\v(‘i*n 




Imperial and Provincial 




revenues 

2,29,ii0,()(K) 

2,6:^,50,000 


Provincial shaie, om^ half ... 
AM — Col h'cl ions Irom (lov- 


1,16,25,000 


('rnmi'ut Kstates (wdiolly 
Provincial) 


-16,00,000 


AM — Kecoveries of cost ol 


maintenance of boundary 
pillars ( w’holly Provim-ial ) 


6,000 

•).()( 1(1 

Total Pi'oviiicdal ri'ceipts 



I.Cd.li.HOO 


I I. Slantiis. I Im Mstiniai.c ol |,lir |.(»l,al from Sl.atnjis 

fnr ll)ir»-Ii; was pass(‘tl l.y lln* I invrrriiiKail uF India at, IIk. 1\()8.00, ()():). 
The a(;liials in IDIl-ln ainnunird l.o Ils. L’dliMlS.lMia. wliih* llnNii in 
l.lip lirsl, rN-vcii inonllis i^F IDIa-KJ, (‘xrliisivr of n^c-inpls on a(a*omil oF 
nnilicd Hliiinps iisrd as rrr<-ipl si, amps, l•\(*l‘(•dod llin li^nirrs oF the 
corrospomlimj;- pctIcmI oF tin- prrcrjlin^ \car Ly Ks. 17,r»L()0l). In vir^v oF 
tlioHo and in oonsidrral.inn oF Fnrl.luT a<ljiisl nn'iil, lM‘r,\vr«Mi tlm J\)sl,al 

and I, Ih* Stamp hopartnicnts oF rncript.s From iho sale (»F iiiiiliod stamps, 
tin* nudsi* I csl.imato hir nMa-ItJ has hocn provisionally ]»laro 1 at 
ks. On ancoiint. oF tint lar^^r inorraso anticipalod in l!)ir>-I(;. 

it. is init, saFo to provide For a lar^rn iiMncaso in lIMIhl?; and sincio 
tlm sain oF court- Fro stamps in I'alciitta will Im‘ ;d](‘ct«‘d l>\’ tin* (•ivatir)n 
-oF tlm mwv Patna Ili^rh (^>llrt, allowaimn has luMm madr Fora small imo'oasc 
oF I, wo lakhs and tin* ^•stinlatn For IHIti 17 has hocn iJacnd at lls. 

Tlm Provincial share is om^-hall and amounts to lls. 1,1 l.O'l ()()() |or l!Mo-l() 
-and lls. lor PtlO-K. 

Ih. total coIh‘ctiinis under this Imad in Ihll-lh 

■amounted to lls. I ,rp:;,7 l.tilM and tin* (‘siimate For PMa-lli was j>ass(Ml 
l»y the Oovernnient oF India at lls. I .liO.DO.OOO. Tin* actuals in tin* 

lirsl (‘level! inonlhsoF l‘lhVI(i slmw a dccnaisc* oF lls. I, lo, ()()() as (jom- 
pansl with those oF tin* (s.rrespondin^ peiiol oF the ) recedi n^r yi'ar, and 
th(' revisi'd ('Stimate Foi has hei*!! placed at lls. I .r>(),l);), ()()(). 

1 In* rtweiiue iindei this ln‘ad deptuids most.ly on t.he ec(an>niic (*ondition 
ol tin' peo] le. 1 his has heen lar^i*ly allected hy t in* war. d'ln^ jute 

tradi* has been slightly bett(*i than dnriuf^ the last yeai.hiit aii^riciilt u ral 

distress has oc(*nrri‘d in some districts owin^ to drought or Iloo). 

l)ui-in« tin' continuanct* oF the war the rec(*ipts under this liead an* not 
1 ‘xpccted to rise and tin* estimati* lor Iltlt)-17 was ])]‘o\ isionally ])assed For tin' 
satin' amount, as the revis(*d estimati* For l!)ir>Ot>. Put tin* in'W' taxation 
on liquors ri'iiently imposed will hrin^ in an increasi' oF lls. .uO,l)()() in 
1!)1()-I7 and the total (istimaU* has lu'cn jilaced at Us. I .r)(),.'().0()(). ddn* 
rcci'ipts under this head are wholly J’rovincial. 

16. l*rovincud /i*a/c.s.— Till' collections From tlm Public Works ce.ss 

have lM*('n surren h'reil to District Hoards since tin* yisar Pllo-M, but 
tin* ai rears oF Ihl2-Dl iind the inv-cedin^year are sti|| undi'r collection. They 
ainounti'd to Ks. l.l.u, llh in tin* lirsl ten months ol lltl.u-lGand ari* ('Xfiected 
to be Ks. l,lh), ()()() by the close oF the year. Nothin^'’ is expi^cted to 
be leFt loi’ eolleclion in 1916-1 <. Under (leiieial Kates for the manage- 
ment oF private ('states tin* estimati* for IPlo-ln is Ks. 1,1().(H)(), but 

in vi('W' oF till) decrease in the ('olli'i'tioiis in tin* first nine months of 
tin* current year, tin* revised ('stimati* has been iilaced at Ks. 1,00,000 
and the I'stimati' For 1916-17 at Ks, 1,01,000. 

17. Income 7W.— The receipt under this head in 1911-15 

<inionnt(*d to Ks. 69.81,610 and tin.* estimati* lor 1915-16 as )iassi*d by 
the Government oF India was Ks. 61,00,000. The actual collections in 

AIk' fiist, t'li'ven months of 1915-16, Iiowcvlm*, show a decrease of 
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Hs. 1,40,000, as coinparod witli those of the t*(»nvspon(liiig perKnl of last 
year; and the revised estimate for ll)lo-J6 has plaeed at 

lis. 68, 00, (XKI. Owinpf to the continuance of the war, the conditions of 
trade are unfavourable and no inerc'aso in collections can Ik' t'xpectiHl 
next year, as th(^ assessment for will hi* based on tlie prolits of 

1915-16. Tin* (‘stiniati^ for 1916-17 was i>riginally i)ass<‘d for lls. 66,00,000, 
but adilitional taxation imposed by the (lovernment of India as shown below 
is i‘xp(*ct(Ml to bring in an incrt‘as(‘ of rev(*nue of Ks. 40,80,000 and the total 
('stimati* for 191()-i7 has noNv Ihhmi plac(Ml at ils. 1,06,80,000. 4’he ProviiuMal 
shan* is oin‘-half and amounts to Rs. .‘11,00,000 for lJn.5-16 and Rs. 5.‘1,10,000 
for 1916-17 

Incomes from Rs. 5,000 t(> Rs. 9.i)9!l a yriiv will ])ay 6 pies in tin* 
rupee instead of 5 j)les. 

Im'onies from R.^. 10,000 |o Rs. !i4.1t99 a year will j>ay 9 ])les in the 
rilpet* in steal I of 5 pies. 

Incomes of Rs. ij5,000 a yi'ar and abovr will pa.\ one anna In tin* rupee 
instead of 5 j)i(‘s. 

'Fhe enhanced rates wdl apply gc'iierally to profits of comjianles and 
interest oji seeurltn's, whicli will be ta\el inillally at the 
highest rate subje(‘t to abatement or redui'tion in the (tase of 
persons who can show that tlu'ir total im'ome is sindi as to 
warrant a bwv(*r rati* of ta.vation or is below the taxable limit. 

18. TJie budget estimate for 1915-16 was Rs. 1 I,. 50, 000 
against. Rs. l.'),t)i, 196, the aiM.uals of 1911-15. 44ie mutual eoileittions in 
the lirst eleven months of 1 91.5-16 show a large decrease of Rs. 1,17,000 
as compared vvith those of the corresponding period of the previous 
year, and the revised estimate has been jdaced at Rs. 11,155,000, Tin* 
decrease is chiefly due to shortage In s.nles of limber in the Siuidarbans 
and redu(a*il sales owing to the war. 'I'lie e.slimale for l!)16-17 
has been placed at Rs. 11,50,000, as iiie.reased sales are expected in 
Riixa, Jalpaiguri and the Siindarbans. 

19. lieijishuit/on. — The leceipts under this head in 191 1-15 amount(*d 
to Rs. lS,l:i,868 and tin* (‘stimate for 1!M5-16 was passed by tin* (lov- 
(‘rnincnt of Indiji for Rs. 19,00,000. Tin* actual collections in the lirst 
t«*n months of 1915-1() show an increase of Rs. 1,70,-92, as companMl 
with those of the corn^sjxuiding period of the ])revlous year; agricultural 
distri'Ss in certain districts has increas(*<l registrations, and the revis(«l 
estimate has been placed at Rs. 20,00,000, and, in consideration of a 
probable incmase of Rs. 50,000, tin* <*stimate for 19II)-I7 has Imm ii passed 
lor Rs. 20,50,000. 

20. hiterest. — The (estimate' of loans, as subimtte.d to the lioverii- 
ment «)f India, jirovides for a return in the way of int(*rt‘st during 
11)16-17 of Us. 6,10.000 against Rs. .5,l,‘».000, the revised i*slimate for 
1915-16, as shown below : — 



lie vised 
(*stiinatc, 
1915.16. 

Ustimati*, 

I91(;-17. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

lnter(*st on advances to culli valors. 



etc. 

1,02.(N)0 

1,|0,(HH) 

1 nterest on advances to Co-ojierativc 
Credit Societies 

Interest on drainag<' and (*nil)ank- 

2, 0(H) 

2,(HH) 

menl a(ivanc(*s 

l,tHH) 

10,0(H) 

Interest oil loans to-lundlmlders 

1,92,000 

2,08, IMH) 

„ „ „ to niniiieipalities 



and District Boaitls, etc. 

2,16,()(K) 

^,80,(HH) 

Total 

5,i:i,0fH) 

0,40,000 

Miscellaneous 

2;{,0IH) 

14,000 

Grand Total 

5,36,000 

0,r)4,(K)0 
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Jiotmifi" is line to Iho aiitieijmtod realization of intcicst flora tlio 
Diulrirt Hoaril of llir I't-PaiTff.vms on tlw Muffra Hut Drainage niaii ; tliia 
work htis now Inu^n coiujWrtivi. Iho n^visoil 
nnoiiK ” inahnlos Uh. 10,000 for intorrst on nrroars of 
noi yot jmid. 

HI. Law and JuRlinp — Courts of Laio . — Tlie total collfctionR in 11)14- 
ITj iiij<i(!r this lioad aiiiouni(‘d to Us. 8,(K),131) and tlic^ ostiniato for 
IDlfi-K) was ])aHStHl hy tlio Govoniinont of India at Us. 1), 13,000. 

Tlio actuals in tlio. first ton inonthfl of IDlo-lf) show a do(‘roaso 

of Us. 112, 1)14, chi(4ly iindor “Gonoral foi^s and linos, otc.,” and tho 
n*visod ostiniato lor IDln-KJ has boon ])lacol at Us. 8,10,000. Tln^ 

ostiinato for Jl)l()-17 is Us. 8, HO, 000. Tho do(!roaso is dui‘. to Ihti 

translor of a portion of tho foos and niisc<4lan(‘ons n'coipts of tin; High 
Ooiirt, (laloiitta, to tin* now l*atna High (/ourt. 

22. flails . — Tho adiials in 1914-1.5 ainoiintoil to Us. 8,H4.2.'>6 and llioso 


in 

in th(4 first t(‘n months of 191.5-10 show an 
over those of the corresponding pm*io(l of last 
of larger siip|ilit^s to tin* Military Dopartnent. 

1915- If) has ac(^ordingly Imm*!! raised from Us. 

As It is not antieipatinl that the snjiplles to 
will eontiniie to ho as largi^ during tin' coming yi*ar, tin* (‘stiniat(! 
has he(Mi plaf'ed at Us. 8. 02, (MM). 


increase of Us. 1,20.694 
year, chiefly on account 
The hudgot. (*Ktiinat(^ for 
7, 00, (MM) to Us. 9,HH,000. 
the Military I)(*partnn*nt 
for 1910-17 


2H. Volivv. — 'rin* aetuals in 1914-1.5 amount(*d to Us. 1,77.11!) ami tho 
r(*ceij)ls in the first niin* months of 191.5.10 show a d(‘en'nso of 
lls. 2H,114, ehi(‘lly under Misc(*llanooiis and Uresideiicy Poli(;e, dm* to 
f(*w(*r siipjilies to ]>rivat(* p(‘rsons. ami the r(*vised estimate* has hei'ii 
rediie.‘d from lls. 1,80.000 to Us. 1,. 57, 000. 4’ho estimate* feir 1910-17 
is Us. 1,07,000. 


21. Ports and Pilotafjr. — The' hudg<*t e*stimato for 191,5-10 was 

lls. 10,20,000 against Us. 15,, 52, 988. the* actuals eif 1911-15. 'I'ln* a(*tuals 

eif tin* first tern months of l!)15-10 show a de*croase* eif Us. 1.29,118 
as compan*il wit.li those* eif the* corre'spoinling pe*ri(M| of last year. 

e*hie‘lly umh*r ( Calcutta Pilotage* Ue'ea*ipts dm* to a reeliieitiem in the^ 

mimher of V('ss(*ls emte*ring ami le*aving tho Port of (halentta in (*onse'- 
(jue'iH'e* of tho elisloeatiein of trade* canse*<l hy the' war. In vi(*w eif 

this de*e*reas(* the* re^viseul e'Stiiiiate* lor 1915-10 has lM‘e*n plact‘el at 
Ks. 11,15,000 and the* e*stimali* feir l!)|(i-17 at lls. 11,25,000. 

25. ^duration . — The hiidge*t e*stiinate' lor 1!)1.5-10 was lls. 8,8(i,00() against 
Us. 8,17,110, the* actinds of 1914-15. The* actual e*eille*(ttions in the* first 
nine' months sliow an ine*re*ase' eif lls. 27, ‘102 as enim])are*el with those* 

of the eorre*sjionding perieMi of last ye'ar, chii*Hy iimle*r “ Selieiols gi'ne*ral,” 
e)wing to the' ope*ning of the' re*slde*ntlal sediool at Hastings Heiiise*, and the* 
re'vise‘el e*stimate has lieHUi place‘el at Ks. 8,7 7, (MM). 4'ho e'stimate* feir 

1!)10-17 has heu:ii passe*d at Ks. !), 05,000 and inclmles large*!- colle*ctieins from 
Sediools — (le'iieiral and Special, hut chie*lly from tlm aliove' montioned sclniol. 

2(i. Mn/icnI. — The' actuals in 1!)1 1-15 ainounli'el to Us. H.!) 1,558, hut the 
colle'e*! ions in I lie* first nine* nieniths eif 1915-16 show a de*cre*asii of 
lls. ,H2,822, ehii'lly unele*r “ ineelicincs sohl liy Oivil Surge*(ins, ami heispital 
re'(*eipts.’ 4’he hudge't e'stiinate* feir 191.5-16 has the*i-e'fore* lie'e'ii re'eluci'd 
freim lls. H. 80, 000 to Us. .‘>,59,000 in the* ri*vise*d e'stinijite*. The' e‘stiinate‘ 
for 1!) 1(5-1 7 liaB, howe'vcr, hen*n iilaceni at Us. ^,‘),81,00() as larger roce*ipts 
an* e*x]>(‘ed.e'd from ceintrihutieins. The Indian lle'seare*h Fund Asseiciation 
has iiromise*<l a grant eif Us. 1,000 ]ier month feir the* ('stahlishine*nt, 
('te*., e'lujileiye'el in the investigatiein into tho ^causation ami |)rcvalence eif 
diaboti’s in Imlia liy Major 1). McOay, i.M.s., Preilessor of Physiology, Medical 
(Milh'ge*, (Calcutta. 

27. Jgrirulturr. — The buelget estimate for 191.5-16 was Rs. 82,000, but 
the* actuals in 1914-15 were Us. 71 ,678 ami tlnise* in the first nine months 
of 1!) 1.5-1 6 show an iiicri'aso of Rs. 16,811 over theise' eif tlm correspond- 
ing ])e*riod of last yi'ar ; the revised estimate for 1915-16 has therefore^ 
bi'en jilaced at Us. 84, (HH). The estimate for 1916-17 has been passed 
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at Uh. 94,000 and prnvidoi^ for a [growth in thi^ rovoniio from ap’iciiltiiral 
farms, ospocially liangpur farm. 

28. Scienttiic and Mis^cfdlanvous Departments. — Tin* (*st imaio I'tu- J!)I;VI6 
was Ks. 5^1, 000 against lis. 4,1)1,29 1, tlio acfnals of l-lo. The collicfions 
from tlio Ral(‘ of cinoliona ami its preparations in the lirst. moiitlis 

show an incivase of Us. 17,020 over those of tin* eorrc'sjxMidiiig period 
of the pn*vious yi'ar and the revised (‘Stimate for 1!II.VI6 has Iummi 
raised to Rs. r),20,i)00. Tin* estimate for 1!)16-17 amounts to Us. 0,22,000. 

2!). Receipts in aid »f SujHirannuation . — The estimat** for l!)lo-J(i was 
Hr. 40,000, hilt in view of the aetuals of 191 1-15 amoiiiitiiig to Us. 5S„')()7 
and thosi' of the lirst iiiiK' montlis of 1915-16 amoiiiiting to Us. .‘>7,7!i.‘i, 
the revis(*d (estimate for tlie current year lias been plaiii'd at Us. 57,000. 
The estimate for 1916-17 has, how(‘ver, been plaei'd at Rs. 56,000. 

^10. Sfationerii and l^rinting. — Tlu' actuals in 1911-15 aimuinlt'd to 
Us. l,l!),60t, while th(' bu(lg(‘t for i!)15-l6 was Rs. 1,62,000. This has bren 
reduced to Us. 1,16,000 in tlu^ revised I'stimate with n ferene(‘ to thi' 
actuals of the first nine months (jf the current y(*ar, which show a dt'cri'ase 
of Rs. 61.609 as compariMl with thorn* of the corresjionding ])eriiHl «»l tin* 
pHivioiis year, 'riie (‘stimate for 1!)16-17 has been passed at Us. 1,27,000. 

61. Misrellancous. — TIk' estimate under this head was Us (i, 90, 000 
(including Us. 5,80,000 from unelaiim'd d(ii)osits) against Us. 6,71,057, the 
aiduals of 1911-15. In the revisi'd estimate the budg(‘t has been nMlneed to 
Us. 6,60,000 as the total unclaimed di'jiosits in 1915-16 are not e\p(‘(!led ti. 
I'xceed Us 5.25,000. The estimatt* for 1916-17 has Immmi passiMl foi 
Us. 6,52,000 and ineludi^s Rs. 5,50,000 for iinclainuMl dt'posits. 

62. [rriijatian. Major Works { Di rect Receipts ). — 'Plie estimate for 1!M5-16 
was Us. 2,10,000 apiinst Us. 2,56.962, the actuals of 1911-15. The actual 
(M)lh‘etioiis in tin' lirst tmi months of 1915-11) show an in(;reas(‘ ol Us. 7,000, 
and botii the n'visisl (‘stimaO* for the curnmt yt'ar and the c-stimale for 
1916-17 have beiui placed at Us. 2,57,000. Tin* Rrovimual share is one-hall 
and amounts to Us. 1,2!),000. 

6,1. Irrigation — Minor ITor/w and Navigation in charge e/ the Rufdtr 
Ilor/i’.s Department. — Tin* estimate for MH5-16 was Us. 5,70.000 against 
Us. 1,86,161), the ae.tiials of 1914-15, and Rs. 5,65,010, thos<* of 191.6-1 I. 
ddu' actual eolleclious in the lirst nirn* months of 191.>-I6 show ;ni 
incrf‘as(' of Us. 1,06,218 as compareil with the figures of the c<»rrespoinl- 
ing ])eri(Kl of 1911-15. A large imnaMse is ex])ect('<l Irom the Madaripur 
lihil routi', and ))oth tin' revised estimate* for tin* current year and estimate 
for 1!)16-17 have' b(M*n passeul at Rs. 6,20,000. The Uroviiicial share 
(om’-half) is Us. 6.10,000, 

61. Civil Works in charge gf the Public ireri.s Department. - 
budget f'stimati' for 1915-16 was Us. 4,25,000. Tin*, aed.iial collei-l ions 
of tin' first nine months of 1915-16 show an inen'ase* ol Us. 65,965 
over those* of tin; (lorrespomling perie)! eif last yi*ar. Tin' iin*rease' is due 
to the adjustment f)f the' value of racks disinantle-el Inun tin* Seen-etariat 
buildings at Dacca. The* market value* eif thi'se* racks wriis cre'dit<‘d to 
this Imail by debit to stock. The*re is also a spe‘cial re'ceipt of Us. 65,000 
from the sab' of the' Lai Uazar Polieu* buileling^ which have* bee*n 
demolished and sold, 'fhe' re'vise*el e^stiniate' for 1915-16 has ae.cordingly 
been placed at Us. 6.00,000 against Rs. 5,62.750, tine actuals of 
1914-15. The' estimate for 1916-17 is Us. 1,60,000. 

65. Transfers between Imperial ami Provincial Revenues . — Tin* (‘stimate 
includes the following transfe*rs from Imperial Ue'veniie*s : — 



Biiiijru 



Hi-rlwiL 

Budgi't. 


Rs. 

JiH. 

Its. 

Contribution for Famine Relief 

Scheme 

(X),0(K) 

no,0(jo 

60,000 

Grants to Calcutta Improve- 

ment Trust 

I, .50,000 

1,50,0(H) 

l,f)0,(X)0 
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Jiotmifi" is line to Iho aiitieijmtod realization of intcicst flora tlio 
Diulrirt Hoaril of llir I't-PaiTff.vms on tlw Muffra Hut Drainage niaii ; tliia 
work htis now Inu^n coiujWrtivi. Iho n^visoil 
nnoiiK ” inahnlos Uh. 10,000 for intorrst on nrroars of 
noi yot jmid. 

HI. Law and JuRlinp — Courts of Laio . — Tlie total collfctionR in 11)14- 
ITj iiij<i(!r this lioad aiiiouni(‘d to Us. 8,(K),131) and tlic^ ostiniato for 
IDlfi-K) was ])aHStHl hy tlio Govoniinont of India at Us. 1), 13,000. 

Tlio actuals in tlio. first ton inonthfl of IDlo-lf) show a do(‘roaso 

of Us. 112, 1)14, chi(4ly iindor “Gonoral foi^s and linos, otc.,” and tho 
n*visod ostiniato lor IDln-KJ has boon ])lacol at Us. 8,10,000. Tln^ 

ostiinato for Jl)l()-17 is Us. 8, HO, 000. Tho do(!roaso is dui‘. to Ihti 

translor of a portion of tho foos and niisc<4lan(‘ons n'coipts of tin; High 
Ooiirt, (laloiitta, to tin* now l*atna High (/ourt. 

22. flails . — Tho adiials in 1914-1.5 ainoiintoil to Us. 8,H4.2.'>6 and llioso 


in 

in th(4 first t(‘n months of 191.5-10 show an 
over those of the corresponding pm*io(l of last 
of larger siip|ilit^s to tin* Military Dopartnent. 

1915- If) has ac(^ordingly Imm*!! raised from Us. 

As It is not antieipatinl that the snjiplles to 
will eontiniie to ho as largi^ during tin' coming yi*ar, tin* (‘stiniat(! 
has he(Mi plaf'ed at Us. 8. 02, (MM). 


increase of Us. 1,20.694 
year, chiefly on account 
The hudgot. (*Ktiinat(^ for 
7, 00, (MM) to Us. 9,HH,000. 
the Military I)(*partnn*nt 
for 1910-17 


2H. Volivv. — 'rin* aetuals in 1914-1.5 amount(*d to Us. 1,77.11!) ami tho 
r(*ceij)ls in the first niin* months of 191.5.10 show a d(‘en'nso of 
lls. 2H,114, ehi(‘lly under Misc(*llanooiis and Uresideiicy Poli(;e, dm* to 
f(*w(*r siipjilies to ]>rivat(* p(‘rsons. ami the r(*vised estimate* has hei'ii 
rediie.‘d from lls. 1,80.000 to Us. 1,. 57, 000. 4’ho estimate* feir 1910-17 
is Us. 1,07,000. 


21. Ports and Pilotafjr. — The' hudg<*t e*stimato for 191,5-10 was 

lls. 10,20,000 against Us. 15,, 52, 988. the* actuals eif 1911-15. 'I'ln* a(*tuals 

eif tin* first tern months of l!)15-10 show a de*croase* eif Us. 1.29,118 
as compan*il wit.li those* eif the* corre'spoinling pe*ri(M| of last year. 

e*hie‘lly umh*r ( Calcutta Pilotage* Ue'ea*ipts dm* to a reeliieitiem in the^ 

mimher of V('ss(*ls emte*ring ami le*aving tho Port of (halentta in (*onse'- 
(jue'iH'e* of tho elisloeatiein of trade* canse*<l hy the' war. In vi(*w eif 

this de*e*reas(* the* re^viseul e'Stiiiiate* lor 1915-10 has lM‘e*n plact‘el at 
Ks. 11,15,000 and the* e*stimali* feir l!)|(i-17 at lls. 11,25,000. 

25. ^duration . — The hiidge*t e*stiinate' lor 1!)1.5-10 was lls. 8,8(i,00() against 
Us. 8,17,110, the* actinds of 1914-15. The* actual e*eille*(ttions in the* first 
nine' months sliow an ine*re*ase' eif lls. 27, ‘102 as enim])are*el with those* 

of the eorre*sjionding perieMi of last ye'ar, chii*Hy iimle*r “ Selieiols gi'ne*ral,” 
e)wing to the' ope*ning of the' re*slde*ntlal sediool at Hastings Heiiise*, and the* 
re'vise‘el e*stimate has lieHUi place‘el at Ks. 8,7 7, (MM). 4'ho e'stimate* feir 

1!)10-17 has heu:ii passe*d at Ks. !), 05,000 and inclmles large*!- colle*ctieins from 
Sediools — (le'iieiral and Special, hut chie*lly from tlm aliove' montioned sclniol. 

2(i. Mn/icnI. — The' actuals in 1!)1 1-15 ainounli'el to Us. H.!) 1,558, hut the 
colle'e*! ions in I lie* first nine* nieniths eif 1915-16 show a de*cre*asii of 
lls. ,H2,822, ehii'lly unele*r “ ineelicincs sohl liy Oivil Surge*(ins, ami heispital 
re'(*eipts.’ 4’he hudge't e'stiinate* feir 191.5-16 has the*i-e'fore* lie'e'ii re'eluci'd 
freim lls. H. 80, 000 to Us. .‘>,59,000 in the* ri*vise*d e'stinijite*. The' e‘stiinate‘ 
for 1!) 1(5-1 7 liaB, howe'vcr, hen*n iilaceni at Us. ^,‘),81,00() as larger roce*ipts 
an* e*x]>(‘ed.e'd from ceintrihutieins. The Indian lle'seare*h Fund Asseiciation 
has iiromise*<l a grant eif Us. 1,000 ]ier month feir the* ('stahlishine*nt, 
('te*., e'lujileiye'el in the investigatiein into tho ^causation ami |)rcvalence eif 
diaboti’s in Imlia liy Major 1). McOay, i.M.s., Preilessor of Physiology, Medical 
(Milh'ge*, (Calcutta. 

27. Jgrirulturr. — The buelget estimate for 191.5-16 was Rs. 82,000, but 
the* actuals in 1914-15 were Us. 71 ,678 ami tlnise* in the first nine months 
of 1!) 1.5-1 6 show an iiicri'aso of Rs. 16,811 over theise' eif tlm correspond- 
ing ])e*riod of last yi'ar ; the revised estimate for 1915-16 has therefore^ 
bi'en jilaced at Us. 84, (HH). The estimate for 1916-17 has been passed 



1916.] 


Budyct. 


191 


For the amalgamation of the 
of!iee*^of the Art S(*etion of 
the Indian Museum with tin* 

lluilKct. 

1{S. 

iVlb-Ki. 

iU'Vlw.li 

l{h. 

1018-17 

liiiilk'iil 

Ks. 

Caleuttji School of Art 

For Tratlie Jf(‘gistration Ofliet*, 

1,01111 

l.IKKI 

l.tHHI 

Jihairal) l^azar ... 

Contribution from tin* llihai 
and Orissa (loveniment 
towards the j)ay of tiie 


1.000 

l,0(M) 

elc'ct rieal stall ... 

.S.0(Mt 

S.0(HI 

s.ooo 

Total 

III.OMHH) 

(;'>,i)S.(KI0 

(tVlI.VlKH) 


I In* rstiiuiit.c iilflo iti(‘|ii( |(‘s tln‘ InllowiH'jf iiaiisl'Ts Iimmii i*r(>viiii*iiil 


to Inijierial Iteveiiui's : — 

Budget. 

Kevised. 

Budget, 


lOI.vKI. 

lOJ.VKi 

ii)i(:-i7. 

Fixed adjiislmeiit under Fro- 

I?s. 

K‘s. 

Ks. 

vineijd Settlenieiil 

Grant to lb bar and Orissa 

7.iS,0tMI 

7.a.S,(KHI 

7.as.(HI0 

Gov(‘rnment for giuiits to 
eoll(*ges 

L’l.0(KI 

'JI.OOO 

L'l.OOO 

Grant to Kiliar and Orissa for 




law charges formerly paid 
by 1 liis Govi'i’iiment 


I.VOOO 

I.VOOO 

Grant in (*onn(*etion wil h I rain- 




ing of slioahs in (he Gang(*s 
Ailjuslm(‘ii( for prt‘niis<*s No. Ji, 
llare Street 


10.(K)0 

JL',000 

!).000 

II.IKIO 

9,000 

Assigiiinenl to Bihar and 



Ori.ssa for tin* new J’almi 
High (-ourt 



2,( 1(1,1 1(1(1 

Keveiiue from new luxation 




under Kxeise and lneom(‘'rax 
(Provincial sliare) transferred 
to Iiiifierial 



l'(l,!»(l.()(l(l 

Total 

7,7.‘i,OiiO 

7,8;;,(ii)i) 

;{(),7.'»,ii(Hi 

The. net assignments from Ini] 

im’ial Kevt*nues an* t la*i(4’oro ; — 





Uiiiirt't 

Hi VIsi il 

r.)iii 1} 


Ks. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

From Imperial to Provincial ... 

+(;i,io,(Mio 

+lo,‘.IX,000 

+(m,(».7.(MK) 

From Provincial to Imperial... 

- 7,7:).(HM) 

- 7,8:b0(ii) 

- :)0,7.a.(i00 

Net 


.‘iS.lmtKM) 

;>i,;u 1,(11 1(1 


lOxPKNDITUKE. 

Refunds and Drawbacks. — Thu l-oUil l*njviii(*i.'il ('X])r]i(lil,iin‘ in 
1!M5-J0 was originally cHtimatcd at Ks. 1,11, (MM), hut in view of tlio 
actuals of tin* first niin* mouths of the year this lias i crji raisnd to 

Ks. J, 82,000 ill the* ivvisud cstiniati* for the yrar against Ks. 2,00, IMMi, 

tho actuals of 1914-10. Tin* increase is due to sjiecial n-funds ol 
license fet*s of excise shops in C-aleutta. The hinlget for 191l>-17 has 
been jiassed at Ks. 1,00,000 hasml, as usual, on the average actuals of 
th(‘ past tlinu* years, excluding special jiayments. 

•17. Assujnmvnis and Com pensat inns. — The estimate for 1915-16 was 

Ks. 42,000, but this has been reduced to Ks. Iil,0()0 in the revised 

estimate with reference to the actuals ol 1914-15, amounting to. Ks. .'i4,27;J, 
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an<I tlin actualn of Iho first nine nioiitlis of bU5-lH showing a clecroaBe 
of lis. 0 , 528 . The hudigtd for 1916-17 lias l»eon placed at Us. ^15,000. 
Th(' variati(»nH are under Mahkana^ which is always an uncHjrtain item. 


;i8. Land Revenm . — The total provincial expenditure for 1916-17 
is estiiiiattid at Its. H1,52,(MK) against Kb. .V).;^7,l)00, tin* revised, and 
Its. .‘56,6r»,()()(T the hiidge.t estiiiifatc for 1915-16, as shown helow : — 





lVlb.17. 


Charges of District A<l- 

ItuilfTflt. 

1{S. 

^ 

iis. 

Builget. 

Rs. 

C!) 

ministration 

(’barges on account of 
Land Kc venue collec- 

28,4S,(MK) 


2«,18,(KK) 

(») 

tions 

Management of Govern- 

21,000 

14,0(K) 

l.-),(K)() 

ment Fstates 

5,28,0(M) 

1.98,000 

4,4»,(KK) 

(1) 

Survey and St'tticment... 

2,(M),01i0 

Lf;2.0(K) 

I,IM).(XK) 

(•’’>) 

Land Records 

66,0(M) 

(;5,0(M) 

70,0(H) 


Total 


.35,37,000 

3J/>2,(KK» 

Tlu' 

decrease in the revised 

iindor (1) 

is diK' to 

k'lvings uiub'r 

Salarii'K. 

'riu' estimate' for 1916-17 im'lu<l 

li's provision 

for one addi- 


tional Magistrate, thns^ Joint-Magistrates and eight .Assistant Magis- 
trates; adclitional grants for travtdling allowaTi(*(*s of officers and for dic't 
and travelling allowance's to witrM‘sses. Tin* deen'asi* im:h‘r (J) is on 
account of a reduced grant for iniproviuiuuits in (iov(‘rnuu‘nt estates, and 
that iind('r (J) is due to ])Ostponeinent (»f ni‘W ojx'rations. 

1)9. Stamps . — The sanction'd estiinati* for 1915-16 was Its. 6,05,000, 
which has Ix'i'n raisi'd to Its. 6,30,000 tn the revised owing to largin* 
issiK's of stanij) pa])er from tin' Central Stores following thi' incn'asi* of 
sah'S. 'riio hudget for 1916-17 is Its. 6,96,000 and jirovides for largc'r 
issues of stamp jiapc'r and discount for the sale of gc'iieral stamps. It 
also ineluih's the pay of the newly appointi'd Prohati'- ollieer in the 
('lalcutta (^illectorate. 11ie charges of this Di'partment an' dividc'd 
ecpially hetwet'ii tin' Imperial and Provincial roveniios, and the Provincial 
shares amount to Its. 3,15,0i'0 and lis. 3,48,000, n'spectively. 

10. Excise — Tin' ('stimate for 19I6-17 is Its. 8.3!>,000 as compared 
with Its. 8,03,000, the revistul ('stiinate for 1915-16, and lis. 7,17.585, 
tin' actuals of 1914-15. The increase in 1!) 15-1 6 ovi'r tin' preceding 
year is dm' to the n'organi/.ation of the l)e]»art]m'nt and its amalgamation 
with tin' Salt. Dc'partment. Umh'r the pn'sc'iit arrangenn'iit the expendi- 
j.iire of tin* two |)epartments is hi'iiig dehited to this ln‘ad in the first 
instance and a tix('d sum of two lakhs will he transferred to the head 
“5 — Salt— (Imperial) ” at the end of tlu' yi'ar. Full ])rovision has 
hec'ii ma<h' in the hudget for tln^ reviscnl t^stahlishinent, hut a saving has 
hetm anti(‘ipat<Ml as tin* full numhor of officers will not he enti'rtained 
during the y(*ar. 

11. Income Tax. — Tln^ hudget estimate hu* 1915-16 was Ks. 1,52.000 
and this has heen repeated as the estimate for 1916-17. The r(*vis(‘<l 
estimate for 1915-16 has, however, heen placi'd at lis. 1,51.000 with 
refc'rence to the actuals of the first nine months. ^ The incn*ase has heen 
caused hy the |)aynn'nt of leave allow^anons in Calcutta. Tln^ Provincial 
share (one-half) is Rs. 76,000 for 1916-17 and lis. 77,000 for 1915-16. 

42. Forests. — Tin* (^stiinat(^ for 1915-16 wjis lis. 6,66,000, but in 
tln^ rt'vist'd estimate this has biM.m reduced to Ks. 6,20,000 with 
rt'fenmce to the actuals of the first nine iiionlhs. The d(^crea8e is due 
to curtailment of expenditure on communications and buildings. The 
budgi4, for 1916-17 is Ks. 6,54,000 and includes Rs. 4,000 for the 
purchase of an eh'phant for the (Ihittagong Hill Tracts Division to 
replace a casualty. 

43. Registration . — The estimate for 1915-16 is lis. 11,23,000, but in 
the revised this has been reduced to Rs. 11.22.000 with roferrtnp*» fn 
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tbo aotualt* of tho first nine Dioiiths m i.iiti jtiiti. I'lio Imdf'i't for 
191H-17 is Rb. rind providers lor no new oxf)oiiditurt’. 

44. Interest on Ordinafij Debt, — Tliin is ijiterost payaldo from the 
Rrovincial revenuc^s to the Imperial Governnmnt on the amount advaneeil hythe 
latter to the Provincial (JoviM’nment for loans to cultivators, for ailvances to 
co-oporativ(‘ sijcieties, for advances on tlrainap^e and emlmnkmmit sehmnes, 
and for loans to notabilities, municipalities (exeludiiij: presidc'ncy corporations) 
and district hoards. 

45. (lencrnl Adinmstration. — The estimate for 1 it 1 5-Ui was Ks. ^3,7 1,000. 
hilt in the revised estimaU' this has heen raised to Ks. 121,0(1,000. The 
increase is eliietly under Civil St^cretariat, due to the* adjustment of the 
cliarjjcs of tin' Ih’i'ss Censor to this head instead of to the h(‘atl 
*• — Miscellaneous — War Charges.” ainl ti» larger expenditure under Stall’ 
and IIouS(diold of tij(‘ Covernor owing to the dehit to this suh-head of tin* 
ediarges for rates and taxes of (rovernnumt houses. The (‘stimati* l\)r I!)lt)-I7 
has been pass(‘il at Hs. 24,30, 000. It includes provision for I hi' Press 
Censor (Ks. 15.000) ; for rates and taxt's of Government houses (Rs. .‘tS,3.5r)) ; 
and the halance of the non-rc'curring grant for furniluri' of Government 
housi's (Rs. 10,000). 

16. Lato and Justice — dauris of Law. — Tin* estimate for 11)15-16 
was lls. 1 .01 ,2 1,000, hut the revised estimate has heen raised to 
Its. 1,05.10,000 with referenct' lo the actual (diargi's of I he first nine 
months of thi' year, 'fhe increase was jjartly under ‘‘ l^aw Oflici'is,” due to 
large payments of lavxyers’ fees in coniu'ction with jiolitical cases, and 
I artly under ‘‘(hvil and Si'ssions Courts,” caused hy the a|»pointmenl of 
additional District and Sessions dudges. hy charges undi'r thi' Defence 
of India Act in conneclion with political ea.<es, ami hy tlie j ayment of 
grain coinpi'iisation allowance for which provision was maih' under ” 32— 
Miscellaneous.” 'fhe estimate for 11)16-17 is Us. 1.00,20,000. The decrease 
i^. due to provision having hecji made for 13 instead of ID judges ol“ 
the High (MUirt and some rmluction in tiu' estaldishment and contingenl 
charges (4’ the Appellate Side, owing to the crc'ation of a separate High 
('ourt at J*alna. Tin* budget in<*ludes the following provisions : — 


K‘s. 

(UmtraiD allowance of Hs. 1,(K)0 a month to 
Mr. Haydn for the sujiply of tyi)evvrilli‘n 
iranscripts of the evi<l(*nce (d w’itiu'ssi's givi'ii 
in one couil of tin' Calcutta High Court ... 12,000 

Additional Legal Heniembrancer and his estah- 
lishmeiit and contingencies ... ... 3.‘),0I)0 

Additional grant for fees to |)leadcr.s in criminal 

cases in the mufassil ... ... ... .’lo.ltllO 

.Tw'o proha I ionary ollicers for the .Juvenile (h)urt 

and Detention House for .luvc'iiile Dlfenders ... 1,200 

Pour posts of District ami Sessions Judges san<’- 
tioiied hy the Si'cretary of State ... 1,16,107 

Estahlishineiit for ditto ... ... ... 12,000 

Additional grant for allowances to jurors and 
asses.sors ... ... . ... <,(K)0 

Additional grajit for diet and travelling cxj»cnses 

of witnesses ... ... ... ... I0.l)0(/ 


47. Jails . — The estimate for 11J15-16 was Hs. 21,1)5,000 against 
Hs. 23,50,S28, the actuals of 11)11-15. In view uf the actuals of lln* 
lirst nine months of ID 15-16, the revised estimate for the year has 
been raised to \l». 21.31,000. The iiicriiase is due lo larger charges for 
diet and for the ])urchase of clothing owing to a greater inllux of jirisoners 
and also to larger outlay on raw matiu-ials and Kuropeen stores for 
manufactures requireil hy the Military Department. The budget for 
1D16-17 is Its. 25,50.000. It includes larger provision for ditding charges ; 
a lump provisiini of Hs. 50, (KM) for revision of the warders’ establishimmt, 
'and Hh. 25,000 for tcmjxirary accomrmKlatiou required in tho scveial jails 
to meet overcrowded conditions. 
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4S. Police , — Tlic Inllowiiipf tahlo ooinparns tlio cliarges iindor this 
lu^ad : — 


Hkads. 

_ _ , _ 

Actuals, 

lOIo-lG. 

Estimate, 

^ lOIl-I.'). 

lilld^'ct. 

JU'visi'd. 

11)10-17. 

__ 


I^s. 

Rs. 

Us. 

Rs. 

Pri'Sidencv I'olici* 

17,I2,Ri.‘l 



18, 17,0; 10 

Snpcrinteiideiice 

Criminal In vesti^^atioii 

;i.()7.!»i 1 



2,!)7,tKK) 

l)(*jiartni('nt 



5,t;.S.(KM) 

,'),!)4,000 

District Fx(‘ciilivc Foi’ce 

71,21, sn 

7;i,S7.(KM) 

7f;,i(i.iK)() 

77,01,(KH) 

Villa-e Pcdice 

5,!M)7 


27,(HK) 

(;,()( )0 

Special 

:;,02,I02 


:;.2i.(KM) 

:{,i!),oo() 

Railway 

:hi(i,2;i2 


! :hho.()(H) 

:;,I.'),(MH) 

(Jaltle-ponnds 

i:i2 

a;>() 

.500 

2.50 

fiefunds 

2.m;i 

.■;.7.’i() 

:;.5()o 

;4,(HK) 

For round in;' 




1 —250 

Total 

1.0;h72,5l.') 

1 

l,05.;55.ll()() 


1,1I,12,0(H) 


ill \i(‘W of tlir actuals nC tlio lirst iilin* iiioiitlis of tin* 

H'VIS'mI estimate lias hmai |>laiv‘d at Ks. l,l(>,2li,()(>0. ^I'ln* iuert'ane is 
mainly due to tin* ailjiistmciit. <»!' charges on aoceiinl t»r ^jfraln comjxm- 
safmni jillewaiice hy traiisler IVem “‘>2 — Misciellanccms,” ami jiartly also 
le llie apimintnumt (»!’ aiiether hc|iuly Inspecter-ncneial and * lie dcjintatien 
of ellieei's 1,0 special duty. 'rin‘ estimate lor lOlH-l 7 is Us. 1 , 1 1 , 1 2,000 and 
inclinles the lolluwin^ eliarp's : — 

j;s. 

Additional l^iiiropeaii polict* lor duty in tradin#^ 

((nnrt(*rs, Calcutta ... ... ... 2(),2tlO 

Creation of a ord Armed Company in Cjilcntla ... 2o.000 

ll]iit(*rlainnn'nt of t(*mj>orary (‘h'rks in (In* otlici's 
(d’ the I nspector-(i(‘nt‘ral and JK'pnty lnspi‘clor- 
(iciK'nil of Police' ... ... ... 10,740 

Dcimlation of Mr. F. J). Uarth'V as Inti'llijj^cnec* 

(dlicer ... ... ... ... I1,2S0 

Unildinfrs ill coniK'ction with the schi'im* for l he 
ri'or^nmization of t In* siihordinatc jndice ... I,.^S,(i70 

U’l-visioii of the seaU* of armourers in tin' Civil 
IVdice and 1 heir allowances ... ... 2,.’i(K) 

Supply (d' (‘.Ktra arms for j^olice* slat ions, Jjcad- 
epiartcrs force and traiiiiji^ sehoeds ... 7),0(I0 

l'dil(‘ilaiiinn‘nl of two circle inspcclors for 

l*ij'ojpnr and Palnakhali sulnlivisioiis in 

IJakar^ninj ... ... ... ... 7,0tK') 

( I rant of a local allowance of J{e. 1 to constahles 
of both armed and unarmed hrancin's posted on 
duly to Calcutta. Alipore, Sealdah, ilellia^diatta 
and Chit pur ... ... ... ... S,424 » 

Reorganization of the JUver Police in Jfasteru 
Hen^nil ... ... ... ... (iO.OOO 

Settlement of Karwal Nuts ... ... 

Appointnu'iit of an additional Insjiector and a 
Sul)- hisjiector for the Fin^^er Print lluivau ... 4,500 

increased fri'aiit for revision of boat establishment 
in t he Kiisteru J3en^ml districts ... ... 48,121 

Additional stutT for Navlinigiu* Police station, 

'rippera ... ... ... ... 1,521 

I ill nil) provision for further police reforms ... 1,50,(K)(J 




. -tio* 

Policing of the Bjilly-Huwlwaii cliowl liiu' of Mio 
East Indian Railway ... ... ;'{,(hK) 

Hevisin^^ tlie tnuiiiii^^ capacity of EerliamiH)rft 
School ... ... " ... ... 2.2.‘h) 

(iiiai'd for slit‘11 factories ... ... 

Supply of arms to the Calcutta Police Inspectors 
and Suh-liispcclors ... ... ... 5,(1 lU 

Keor^^aiiization (d the Eastern Bcnpfal lijiilway 
Police ... ... ... ... SjKJO 


111. /V/« tnui l^lloiatje. — The estimate for was Us. NJtJ.OOO, 

hilt in till' r(*vis(Ml i stiniat(‘ this has hneii reduced to Rs. 1 1,0.'), 000, due 
to less jiayinciils to pilots owin^; to tin* partial suapmision of tra(h). 
The estiniat(‘ for Oil)- 17 amounts to Us. i:.,;i0,000 and ^«‘nerally 
follows tlu^ revist'd. with reduced grants fur victualling oilioTs and men 
afloat and for ih(‘ j)Urchase of inarini* stores. It inelud(‘S Us. l,r>0,000 
for a ^n*ant to the ( -hitta^oii^ Port Trust and Us. 2^,000 fop tdiar^es 
for 1 he hire of V(‘ss(‘ls for towiiii;: tlu' yaeht R/wtas during Mis Exeellenoy’s 
river lours. 

.^)0. Eduraiiim. — TIu' followiiig table shows the charpfus umhu’ this head 
since 11)1 1-J2:— 


1 

A(Tr\i.s. 


I9ir»-10. 

Ilinlgi'l, 

1910-17. 

IIlaiis I - - - 

j Jiul-ri, 

' 1912 la 

19i:j 11 

IUI4 1:> 

Jliidpl. 

kevjsed. 

1 

l ... ... iir»,(Vjs 


i,iK,r>oo 

1 

2 , 7 : 1 , 91)0 1 1,15.000 

1,15,000 

1,15,000 

Dirri'lioii .. ... 2,l7,lKll 

l,7H,aSl) 

i,M,o:i2 

1 ,i;2,5o:i 

i,i)H,(Hm 

I,08,(K)() 

1,52,000 

IllS|MM‘l|(l|l ... ... , H,()!,<1S(I 

7,H2„'il)8 

7,8:$,20K 

9 , 3 : 4 , 9:10 

8,00,000 

9 , 2 : 1 , 01)0 

8.9.5,000 

OilU-|llllH‘llt Colh'VCH. 

Ilfin'nil ... ... H, 17, (ITU 

8,riO,209 

H„'i.'>.924 

10 . 04 , 10.5 

9,12,000 

9,0H,()(M) 

9,:ii;,i)iK) 

(ioviMIIIIK'lll (. I’lil- 







fc.HHHIttuJ ... ... .'P.‘l:>,l2S 

4,(H)„^7.^ 

:i,.M,:i24 

,V»1,112 

:i,:)4 000 

:»,78,i)(H> 

:i, 1)2, 000 

(joxcrtiiiKMil SrIiooU, 






Ocncriil ... ... . 1 D.M 

22, Ml, 411 

21,25,229 

11,97,000 

18,12,000 

i;i,i)8 ooi) 

<ii)\ criiiiK'iil ScIiikiIn, 






S|i(-»'i,m1 ... ... , 

.'i,UK,4.U 

r»,7H.H27 

(;,77,4l.H 

(i,o9,0()() 

7,:i9,OIH) 

b,Hl,0(M) 

OiaiitK in-aiil ... l4,2SiilM 

17,2I,.M)4 

20 , 99 . 9:111 

:ii,ii,9ik 

25,00,000 

.'10,2.5,000 

17,. 5 : 1,000 

Stla.IaiHlups ... ... 2,1‘MI4!» 

2,24, 40(> 

2,4l,0:iK 

2,11 .r> Hi 

2,11,000 

2.;i7,0i)0 

2,41,000 

MiHccIlaiK'iiiis ... 2,l7,!t(i7 

1 2), .MM 

•1 12,20(1 

:i.i:i,(i:ir) 

1,44,000 

l.8i),0()0 

1,91,000 

U(‘l'nii<ls ... ... 2.4ri4 

1,097 

2, .M2 

1,479 

:i,iiwo 

2,000 

2,001) 

K\|)Ciiiiiluit' troiii Ihc non 







nrnriin^ aHHi;;iiiiK-iit «il 
lU laklis ... ... j 


1 


8,00,01)1) 

1 1,000 

71,01)0 

niiiiip provisiuii f(M iiiiprox I 
in;; ptipni.ii nlucatimi ... 1 




9,2.5,000 

' l,:52,O0O 

9,25,000 

Lump pii)\ iHioii l(ir sccmihI- 


1 

1 





ar^ ... 1 

... 


... 

1,50,000 

... 

1.. 50,000 

Lnnip ]irovJHiiiu for fi-inali 
(‘lincatioii (n‘cnri in;;) ... 




.10,000 1 

27,000 

:io,oo() 

KNpc'ii(Jitiin> onia- M'cniiin;;! 







giant 

... 

... 

... 

1 : 4 , 20,000 

2,00,000 

41,(H)I) 

8,20 000 

Kiirdicr ll•('llrllllg grant ... i 


... 

... 

1,50,000 

1,. 50,000 

Dacca niiivciHity iiiai hostels 







(iioii-recuirinii) ... i 

... 

... 

... 

1,00,000 

... 

... 

Daeeu T’iii\erH|Lj and i 






liOHtelp (reeinring) ... i 

... 

... 

... 

4.5,000 

... 

45.0(;0^ 

Total ... i;i,2!,K7:; 

7:i,7<;,s29 

HI, 12, hi 0 

92,07,022 

1,05,02 01 H) 

89,111,000 

88,:i0,000 









^4'he ostimatu for 1!) 1.0-11) was Us. l,05,HJ,00(h hut in the revised 
estiinak* this has l)j.Mm reduced to Us. S!!, HI, 000 with ,nd‘orenco to tho 
actuals of the first nine months of the year. Tin* <lf 3 cr(*ase is chieily du(j to 
the non-utilisation to tlii* full extent of the imperial nrpahts, and to tht‘ 
transfer of some j/rants to the Public Works Dejiartnicnt for the construction 
of buildings; chiqlly the Dacca OniversiTy, the University Institute. Calcutta, 
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t.in^ Hakrr MadraKSci IIohU^I and ilio ^m-trainipg scIkxjIk in Tiiakurgaon 
and Otiior ])lat;nH. Tlio l)iidg(‘t for 1916-17 iiicliidpfi tlie following iti^inR : — 

Rs. 

HaliiU(*(; (jf UiC grant to the Calcutta Uni versity 
for lioHtdl buildings (Ks. 10 lakhs) saiietioned t)y 
the (Tovennucnt of India ... ... ... .50,(KM) 

Additional grant to the Calcutta University for 
liostels in juldition to the 10 hiklis saiK^tioned by 
the (lovernment of India ... ... 2,2.‘),00() 

(Irant for the completion of the buildings in ])rn- 
gruss iji ]91.5-1(> which cannot be in(‘t from the 
Uiiblic Works Department grant ... ... 71, (KK) 

R('()rganiz!ition of the clerical establishment in tiie 
ollic(‘ of t lie Director of Public Instruction ... .‘i,;iSS 

Insjiectors for Muhanunadan Education ... 2r>.S(i() 

Additional grant for travelling allovvanix‘s of In- 
s|H‘i*tors, Assistant, l)e])uly and Sub-1 nspec'ors, 
and Iheir establishments ... ... ... 26,000 

Itegraiit of savings out of the C(uisolidated grant of 
th(‘ Presidency (Jol lege ... ... ... .^,r>S9 

. Tmnporary lecturer for the Detliune College ... l,o(K) 

Kees t(» Professors at Chittagong and Rajshalii 
Colh'ges for law lectur(‘S ... ... ... 1,000 

Provision for Hastings House ScIhmiI ... ... .^S,0,‘10 

A Pre neb mistress for Dow Hill School ... 1,S00 

Two govt‘rn(‘.sses for Dinajpur and Pabiia zenana 
elassi's ... ... ... ... 1,200 

Provision for additional stijxmds to |iu|m1s in 

<////'n-tniiniiig sehools ... ... ... ,‘>0,000 

One Lecturer on Accountancy in t h(‘ (lovconnuoit 
Commercial School ... ... ... .'HlOO 

(Irani for Scieiitilic R(‘search by Dr. ,1. (!. Bos(‘, 
jiicluding his allovvanc(‘S, etc. ... ... 60,100 


The InijHjrial grants are likely to be oxjumdcid in 1!M,">-16 thus: — 




PUOltAniiK Mxt'KNl^lTlTRK 

Total prob- 
able 

(*.\]»endi- 



IN 1915-16. 


(1 rant. 

llmier 

Under Civil 



Edu(*at ion. 



Works. 

lure. 

No}i~t*er}(rrhi{f. 

Lump ’''grain to the 

JJs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

CalcMitta ITiii v(‘rsitv ... 
iaimji grajit for e.\|iendi- 


!),5(I.(KM) 


9,50, 0(K) 

ture 


l,42.(KM) 

:!,7(!.(M)() 

ri,18,(MI0 

Dacca University Hostels | 1,00,(K)0 

IftrarriHg. j 

Liimi) grant for (\\|)endi- i 


ture for improving 


% 



popular (‘diicatioii 


S.fiS.'KK) 

11,01)0 

8,79,000 

Liimj) grant 

(Irant for Secondary edu- 

i;L20,ono 

(i,;{2.o 0 

1 

1,75, UK) 

11,07,000 

cation 

(Irani for female educa- 

I,a(MK)0 

l/)0.000 


1,. 50, 000 

tion 

:io,ooo 



;{0,ooo 

Furlh<‘r grant 

1.50.(XH) 

1,16,000 : 

i 


MO, 000 

Dacca University ... 

45, (KM) 1 



'I’ofill 

15,20, (MX) 

1 

29,18.000 I 

i 

8,(;2.1H)0 ■ 

37,80,000 
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51. MetiiraL — Tlji^ ^raiif for 1915-111 was l\s. ,‘1H.13,(HM). 

This has Iummi n'diicrd to lis. 27,5ii,000 in the revisi'd esiiinale wil.li 
refenmcc* to the actuals of the first months of lh(‘ yt*ar. The 

decrease is chiclly due to savin^js in the grant for t‘xpt‘ndiMir(‘ on sanita- 
tion and also to the transfer of a portion of the grant to tin* Tuhlic Works 
Department, to Mnnicipaliti('s ami District Hoards to tlu‘ hi'ad “ 15 — (-ivil 
Works," and non-ntilixation of the grants for the School of Tropical Medioiiu‘ 
and medical ndief. The estimate* for 1916-1 7 is Ks. 1*8, 00(1 and includes 
the following items : — 

Ks. 

Local allowance for ('ivli Surgeon, Alipore. for 
charge of till' Venereal Hospital ... ... 1,800 

(Jlinical laboratory assistant for Medical College' LOl^O 
Jjiidy doctor for Kimhhu Nath Pundit Hospital ... 9(>0 

•liiinil) grant for sajiitation ... ... ... 1V»0,(K)0 

Charges for gratuitous relief to malaria-stricken 
areas ... ... ... ... 

(lovermmMit contrihutioti towards the pay of 

Health OJIicers ... ... ... ^(>,100 

Additional Demonstrator for Medical (^)lleg(‘ ... 1,200 

Incnsised provision for diet, clothing and bedding 
(if lunatic asylums ... ... ... .^,(K)0 

(Irant for estahlishnieiit, etc., for investigjition into 
the causation and j)rcvah‘nc(‘ of Dialades in 

India ... ... ... ... llMlOO 

The grants for Prcsidi'iicy hosi>itals an' shown helow : — 


Siiliincs 

Fist till 
lisliinnit 

AIlow- 

aiiers. 

('lotliiiiji; 

ami 

Diet 

1 (MIhm 

(loiiliii. 





1 V. 

. 


, 1 


JIk. 

Its. 

llh. 

liH. 

Ity. 

1 Us. 

Uh. 

Iloh 

1 







piial ... ... 1 :;k,o()i) 

iii.Tno 

t'lKd 

1 ) 0 , (too 

1 , 21 >, 0 I )0 

si;,r>(io 

1,000 

(iciK iiil ... ' fiHyoa 



711 , (HMI 

42,200 

1 40,072 ' 

2 , 40,000 

ilohjlltill .. I 14 .rj 2 (J 

27.!>72 

1 1 ,000 

;t 7 ,noa 

21 , .Mil) 

i ar),()()K ' 

1 , 47,000 

Allu'il Vicloi AmIiihi ' 







I'oi liCjM'is ... 1 r», 4 ()() 

1 


1 HU 

17,000 

1,200 

7,(120 i 

.'if ), 000 


TIjc fnlhoving gr.iiils have hc,en saiictioiiod from the 
for Sanitation in i9J5-J(i : — 

Bankura Municipality for drainage and water- 
supply of the town 

Anti-malarial ojicrat ions conducted hy the Sanitaiy 
Commissioner 

Jtistrihiitioii of (jtiinine amongst school children 
in tln^ district of ilooghly and in the Kalna 
snhdivision ... 

Chittagong Municipality to meet tin* jKiy of its 
Fiur(»])ean Engineer-Secretary 

(Irant to the Calcutta Corjioration for drainage of 
the fringe area 

TcMiiporary estahlishment, S;milary Engineer’s 
ollic(‘ 

Experiment on the sewage of Calcutta 

Contrihution t(» Munici|)al DisjuMisaries for the 
supply of adequate quantities of quinine ... 

Contrihution t(» Municijial DisjKMisaries towards 
the jiay of Sanitary Inspectors ... 

Uciit of the hous(* hirtjd hn* the lahorjitory of the 
Special Dejmty Sjinitary Coinmisaioner for 
lualariti research 

Sanitary' arrangements, Lower Canges Bridge 
project 

Faridpur Municipality for drainage 

Dacca Mnnicipality for conservancy 


lump provision 
h’s. 

1 hOlV) 

12,500 

5,(KH) 

10,2- HI 

12,017 

;i0.(M)0 

5 , 11 ) 1 ) 

:;,82:i 

:\M) 

LKiO 

«5(i 

:wm 

^ 7,500 




m 


Budget 


[i^7tii March, 


Us. 

Buiikiirn D'lHtrirt JioaiYl for and 

oMkt sanitary works ... ... ... o0,fM)0 

St(i^^(»irjyiii in vestigatioii ... ... .. ii,0(.K) 

Cost of Mk* Town-planning fxliiliit ion by rrof(‘Hsor 

(ioddoH ... ... ... ... 11,001) 

Frco vaccination in Bakarganj ... ... ;i,o(K) 

Cl rant t<» Tij)|Kn‘a District Board for excavating 

binks ... .. ... ... .:i7,4.5j 

linj)i*ovcin(‘nt of sanitation in the town of 

Bankiira ... ... ... ... o,000 

Priming of tin* Bengali Almanac for for 

(piinijic advertisement ... ... ... 

Burdwan Municipality towards drainage scheme ±’),,'1!)0 


fjl*. Politwal . — The esliinate for IDlo-lh was Rs. 30,000, hut in 
the revisc'd estimate^ this has ln^en nvlma^d to its. 1M,000 with 
I’eierence to tin? actuals ol tln^ first eiglit niontlis ol tlie.vear. The (l(*('rease is 
du(‘ to the post <»f the l*()liti(;al Agent, Mill Ti))j)era, having remained vacant 
from Dcj^emher 1!)M to duly PHri. The hndgt^t lor ID Hi- 1 7 is Its. 000. 


7)3. AijriculUire . — The estimate for 1015-10 was Rs. 11,17.000, hut 
with referenee to Ihe actuals of the first nim* mcuiths of tiii' y(*ar the 
revised estimates has been raised jo Rs. 11. 01, 000. Tlu^ inereast^ is ihie 
to the expansion ol the o])erations of tin* Agrieidturtd 1 )i'j>artmi‘i)t as 
well as to th(‘ appoinlummt of additional auditors, and an additional 
grant for travelling allowances in the To-opiM-ativ*' Department. The 
hudg(‘t for l!)10-17 is Rs. 11, 2D, 00) and includes the following items of 
exjieiiditure : — 

Rs. 

l)e])uly Superintendeiil for llu‘ Veterinary 

Jlepailinent ... ... ... ^,.100 

AllotimMit for travelling allowance of ditto ... 2,(M)0 

Provision for tmvelling allowance of ollieers of 
the V^'lerinary (^)llege to other ])rovine(‘s to 
enlarg<* their (‘Xj)ei’ienee ... ... 1,()(K) 

Travelling • allowance of additional Veterinary 

assistants ... ... ... ;'),S0I) 

Additional cost of senim ... ... ... 5,(M)0 

Additional grant for travi'lling allowance of 

ollieers of the Agriculture Department ... 22,000 

Ap|)ointineut of two overseers for the Burirhal 

and Ihmgpur dairy farms ... ... 7^0 

Aj)i)ointment of clerks and servants for the 

Divisional Seed Stores ... ... ... 2, l(K) 

Travelling allowance of the Superintendents and 

ovi'rseers of the Experimental farms ... 1,731) 

J*otato, Boneineal and Ufra exj)eriments ... 30,0()() 

Annual eontrihution to the Jiidian Tea Association 1,000 
Additional grant for seeds, manures, ini])lejnents, 

rents, etc., of tin* Divisional Seed Stores ... S.235 

Addilional Inspectors of tin* Do-openitive Depart- 

IHcnt ... ... ... io,(K.H) 

Adilitional grant for travelling allowanci* of the 

ollieers of the department ... ... ,">,000 


51. Svieniifw am! other Miscellancims Deportmentf^. — Tin* total charg(*s 
under this h(*ad for ID 1,5-1 ti were originally estiinat od at Rs. 5,05,000, hut in 
thiM-evised estimate this has heen rediiUtMl to Rs. 1,51,000 with referenc<* to the 
actuals of the first nine months of the yf*ar. ^Fhe decrease is dm* to savings 
111 the grant for eontingi'iicies of the Cinchona factory^ to the post of 
the C(*rti lying Surgeon heing vacant for st)ine time, to small(*r expenditure on 
fislicry exjieriments and to saving in the office of the Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies, thtt ])ost of the Assistant Registrar being vacant for soino time 





limlget. ll)9 

and tlio roinoyiul 1(1 Gnvm*iini('nl. Iuiil(lini;s. TIk* csliinali' for 1DHM7 
is Ks. 6,44,000 and Iiirdiidi's tli(‘ fiilldwiii^ provisions ; — 

J.’s. 

Exi)eJj(Uturo on tlio dovolojinionl of indnstrios ... 

Dircrlor of Indnslrios ... ... .‘MMMMI 

Additional grant for stores for (Mnchona factory ... 7.a(KI 

Grant for tlie iiiaintejiancc of Dacca Mnsemn ... ({.OUI 

Cost of constructuiga new biingjilow for llie Assist- 
ant ^uperijitcjident of Emigration, (loaJnndo ... .‘UHJO 
Cost of the removal and repairs of the oHici* of the 
Assistant Snptn'intendent of Emigration and 

oMi(‘r sheds to a (lifFerent sit(‘ ... ... 1.1(H) 

Trav(dliiig allowance of Muhammadan Marriage 
Kegisirars ... ... ... ... 

bf). Supent?inunti(m . — 'Plif esiimatt* for IDlo-lh is Its. .‘U,L*I),0()(), hut in 
the revise(l estimate this has lu'tm redinu'd to Its. 1 ,7.“>,d0l) owing to smaller 
(VKp(Miditnri‘ on comimitalion of ptmsions and retire(| 4dlowan(;(‘s. Tin* (‘stimate 
for li)16-17 IS Its. o.HJl.dOO, and inclnd(‘s t wo lakhs for commntod valm* of 
pensions and an increascMl provision of Its. 7r»,0()() over tin' revised estimate 
lor siipi'rannnation. as the charges nmh*r this h(‘a 1 ris(‘ yi'arly as the nnmher 
of jxmsiomn’s incr(‘as(‘s. 

r»(i. Stiitlonenj itm! Prinlimj . — TInwstimate for l!)16-l 7 is Its. lo, IS, 1)00 
against Its. I :i,S7,000 and Its. i:»,17,000, tin' hndget and revised •‘Stimates 
for Etio-Ki r(‘Sp('ctiv(‘l\, and Its. l'J,(il),717, tin* actuals of I!)| l-l.a. Tin*, 
following lahle comiiaiH's tlie ligures : — 


IIi:ai)S. 

Actuals ! 

Budget 

R(*vi.sed 

Budget 

1 ill 1-15. : 

(*stimal(‘. 

(*stimat(*. 

(‘Stimate. 

1 

lill.VKI. 

1!)15-I6. 

I!)16-17. 


Rs. 

Ihs. 

Ks. 

I{s. 

Forms D(*])artinent at the 





Jh'(‘sidency 

65,261 ; 




Stationeiy purchased in 
this coiiiitry 

ThOJO ' 

2S,l)0d ' 

1(1(1 

.•;2.(H)(( 

(love rn men t Pr(*ss(‘s 

i>, 66,8, ‘16 1 

6,!)|,(HM) 

(i.:>i.(Ki() 

(;.(i2.(»()(t 

Printing at jirivate 

pr(?ss(*s 

1 

2,S(;o 

J,UI)() 

:;,(i(H) 

;{,(io(» 

Station(*ry sujiplied from | 
(\*ntral Stores ... i 

6,01),!) IS 1 

6,60,000 

()..•{( ).((ii(( 

(;;((i.(KH) 

Refunds .. . . ■ 

SO!) : 

2,000 

l.(H)() 1 

l.(KK) 

Total 

ia.f;:».ri7 ‘ 

l.W.IHK) 

l.‘i.l7,(HI() 

1.1 IS, (10(1 


The Forms Di'partnnmt has hoeii amalgamatiMl with tin- I*residenc.y .lail 
Ih'ess I rom the. heginning of IDI.VIO. 'I’ln' savings in lillo-ltl under 
(lovernmeiit Dresses were chietly urnhn* overtinn* and eontingemih's. 
Tin' (h *(n*ense under Jh’csses in IIH6-I7 is due to srnalh'r requirernenis of 
European ston‘S for the Presidency Jail Ph'ks. 

57. Mmellunotms. — TIk' hudg(*t estimate for 11)15-16 was Us. 10, Hi, 000, 
hut in tin* r('vls(*d estimate this has h(‘en nslma'd to Its. (i, 58, 000. The 
reduction is chiefly dm* to tlin adjustment un'l(*r the apj)ro;)r'ate Inads 
of tin* expenditure on gram .^allowance and tin* cliarjes sanctiom' 1 hy 
Ills Excelh*ncy from t In* provision for petty grant (. and to the r(*ap|)ropri- 
ation of tlicMVscrve provision of Rs. 1,50,000 in order to meet expendi- 
ture undi'i- otJior lieads. Against these transfers an additional grant of 



■S()0 BxulijH. [HTtu Makch, 

Ifs. v\.*is saiKtioiifMl under <iratuil.nUK reliel. The (‘Ktiiiiate fcr 

Iin()-I7 is liH. J2,2«S.()()() nnd ineludf^s I lie felluwiii^ items : — 


K*s. 

(Jratiiitniis relief ... ... ... 2.2n,0(K) 

Allofcjiieiil for jietty ^rrants by His JOxeelleney ... J.IHMKM) 
J)illo for ^ min al Iowa ne(‘ ... ... l,(K).0(Ml 

(uMieral Jfeserve ... ... ... ... 2,(KMK)0 

(Jijarant(‘e eliarf^es for leli‘^Maj)li lines ... ... J.'hOOO 

fcinb.serijirion to the iy//r/f.s7// ... ... 

Jb'Wards for jirotieieney in Oriental lan^Mia;^es ... KMHK) 


Irrifjaiitin Major Worka ( rxpvmrs). — The actual e\|)eiiilitiin^ 

dtirin^r I!)l l-Jo was b’s. 2,07,7(0 and tln^ estimate for l!)J;Vl(i was 
Its. 2.()7,0(t(), hut in vi(‘vv of tfn* actuals of (la^ first nine montli.s of the year 
tin*, revised (estimate has been redtiei'd to Its. 2, ()(),( 00. The d(‘erease. is 
cliielly clue to n-diiced eX|.enditure on maiiitimance and rej)airs of tin* 
Miilnapoiv Oanal. 'llie budget for n)l()-17 has bei'ii phua-d at Its. I,!H),000 
which Is the minimnm nainired to kc«‘ji the canals in an ••flicimit siati'of 
working. No (‘\]ienditiir(Ms anticipabid on silt cleaianc(‘ in the llijili Tidal 
Oanal. Tlic Piajvimnal sliare (onediall) is Its. Do, COO. 

hi). Irrujutota }tinor iror/r.s’ and Kaviijaiion. — The actual exj)en<litiiie 
dnrin^r 1!)| Mo was Its. 27,;J!),(i!l I, and the' (‘Slimate lor liUo-lh was 
Its. 22,1)2.000, but in vii^w of tin* actuals of tin* first nine months of tlw' 
year tins estimate has been r(‘duc<*d to Its. 22,00,000 in tin' n'viscd estimab'. 
The dccivas(‘ is umbn- A.i^riculf iiral and l)raina^,n• W(jrks. The estimate for 


1910-17 is Its. 20,i)2 OOOj and includes the follow in^ iti*ms : — 

its. 

(hvatiii^ a spill from tin* Hidyadhari rivtn* ... 1,00,000 
Constrnc(in^ an embankment with sluic(‘s aloii;^ 

(lie soul h sid(‘ of the Madarij)nr Bliil Channel J, 00, OIK) 
Dred^in;* the Jiower Kumar rivir at (.’har 

Mu^mria ... ... ... ... .50,000 

Trainin^^ works in the river (ianj>es ... 10,000 

l)re<l;,Mnj^ the lihaf^irat hi entmnee ... ... lo,000 

Completing' the jk’W head works of tin* Kdini 

Canal .. ... ... .. 1.5,000 

Training' works in thi‘ Diialeswari and Buri^'aiif'a 

rivi'is by lian(l(‘Hin^» ... ... ... ,‘>.5, 000 


Tlu' ••reati(in ol a sj ill from the iJidyaiihari river is a work ol 
extnmie nr^em^y : il it be delerred for even two or tliHM- yt’a rs tin' removal of 
I he ( Calcutta Sew'aj^e outfall and the s(<ippapftw)f all navi^ai ion tlii*oii^h the 
ilhappa bu-k at an ('Xjienditiire which can barely !*«' estimated— certainly uni 
less than a enu-e of nijM't's — will have to In' faced. Tim Provincial shart^ is 
one-half and annuiuts to Its. 11,2,5,000 for ]!)1.5-1(; and Ps. 10,4().00() for 
!!)l(i-l7. 

()0. ( nul II er/r,s in vharijv of the Puhliv H l)epariiueNi. -'V\\n 

estimate for P.llo-lO was Its.* (;4,SS,000, but in the iv\ised estimate this 
has biH'ii raised to Its, OS, 00, 000 on account of i‘Xpendlture of the special 
^••ants saiici'.oncd <Iurin^r the year for tin' Dacca University, (Calcutta 
Uuivi'rsity Institute, Baker hostel, //j^m-t raining schools and several otlnu- 
pr(»jects. 4 he (estimate lor 1910-17 is Its. .52,()0,00(), and is distributeil 
as sliown below'. ^ 



ivib-ir. 



iluilffct. 

]Ii‘Vi<4imI 

Hiuifp'i 


Ks. 

Km. 

its. 

Mstal)! ishnieiit' 

'fools and Plant, Stock 

I.IMMKMI 

lirXMHH) 


and Siispenst* 



.W.fHW) 

Ill-pairs 



2K(K),(KK) 

Woiks ill progress 

New works ... 



! 

Total ... 

(iJ,S8,(KtO 

(!S,(K),0U(t 

.•)2^,60,00() 



1 & 16.1 


BmlgeL 


Tlie grant l^r lU'w works is ilistriluittMl thus 


Mmor works and resvrw^ 


liihieatioji 

Ks. 

... .■>0.(10' • 

Medical 

... ao,(KH) 

Uegistration 

... 1L',(HI0 

police (Miifassil)... 

... S.’i.OlK) 

Caleiilla Police ... 

... 10,000 

Jails 

... IKUKNI 

Excise 

... (i.OOO 

Courts (d’ I jHw 

... .^.(HKt 

Agrienitnre 

... S.(H)0 

Commissioners of Divisions 

... .VMKM) 

Residences of Docal Government 

... 10.000 

Arclneoiogieal works 

... iiO.IKIO 

Pnhlie Works D(‘part im*nl reservi* 

... .W.IKIO 




L>01 


New mnjor trorirs— 

(!()nsl rii(‘l ion of dniiiis and privios in 
the AM pore Distriol .liidgo's Ooiirl. 
f'l’liis is noccssary in oitlio’ to (‘oinply 
willi a i‘(‘(|nisi(ion from Itu^ (lalciitia 
(Jorporatioii) ... ... ... 

Oonsl ion of a ivsidonci* for lli(‘ 

»Siip(‘i’inl(‘ndi‘nl of l*oMc(‘, Kurd wan, 
for wliom no lioiiso al present (‘xist.s .‘Jl.dOO 
Conslriietioii {»f a eonibined rt*st‘rve 
ol1ie(' and a ^tiatxi hoiist^ in llu‘ 
liesi'rv(‘ I’oMce iim‘s a( IkuikJira ... ‘.),(KKI 

Const rnelion of a new hospital for tin* 

l)inajj)iir Jail ... ... ... 10,1)00 

Kxicnision of the Sadar Ih^gistration 
olliee at Hurdwan ... ... 7,>S00 

OoJistrneLion of a Suh-Uegislry olliee 
at Madlinpnr, Mymensiiigii ... (i,o00 

Const met ion of a Siih-h*e#^isl ry olliee 
at Mat la, iil-l*arganas ... ... o.lfOO 

Oonsl met ion of a Snh-liegisI ry olliee 
at Mirser.ii, Chittagong .. o.oiiO 

Cnallolted ... .. ...1MM),000 

:>,;;o,o(M) 


01. fhiul in chiirgr nj Ciril Ih'ihirtniniL — Th(‘ (‘stiniati' for IDIo 

III was Us. i!:i, 01 ). 00 n^ jn n. vised estimate this has been raised to 

Us. ;i:^,o6,’^‘'0. The increase is diOi to the sjiettial grants sanctioned for 
<ligging t.inks in the aircela^il areas of 1> iiiknra and Tipp!*r;i ; Its 12,017 to 

the Caleaitta C.or|)oration lor the fringe area drainage and Us. 7,o00 for 

wator-ttU]>ply in Ilankiira Municipality against savings in thi^ .'dlotmtnd.s at 
tim,. disposal of the Divisional Conimission(*r and the District MagiH».rat(*s 
as well as to tlie transler of a portion of their grants to Kiliieation 

and Medical. Tln^ estimate for 1!)1()-17 amounts D* !h'. 11,11*, 000 

and includes the following: — 

Jis. 

(ii-cint to the Oah'iitta Imjirovement Trust ... l.oO.OOO 
»Sp(‘claI grants al the dispo.sal of the Divisional 
Commissioners... ... ... ... l,(K),00i) 

Special grants at the disposal of th(* District 

Magistrates ... .., ... ... 52, OIK) 

Augmentation grants ... ... ... 7,0:i,0(>U 

Grants to District funds for road works ... I)7,I)^D 



liudaei . 


[ STtii Maucii 





jipul H<‘!iiIh 1)1' 

i-'Ijaiiil Kt‘\i‘iiii(‘ 

IV — SliimpH 
V— Mxcimc 

VI — I’rnMiirnil lialiH 

'III -Incoim* 'I’ax ... 

I.\ — K.iri'Kln 

X — 1{( ^'lalral ion 


XII — Inlcrrsl 

ptH l»y I'lvil l).*parliiiriil — 
iVl--La\s ainl .IiiKhn* — 

A— (JoiirlH of Laxs 
ll-Jails... 

VII--I’o 1 kc 

III — PortH and Pilola'jr 
[IX — Hdncution 
XX— Moilical 

ll.'l — X^tM’lllllIM* 

i I /^ — ScicntilK and MiHndlanroiiH Dcparl 
iiii'IiIh 


! 

Acioals. 


191 . 5 - 1 ( 1 . 

1910 - 17 . 

1912 1 : 1 . 

! 191.1 14 . 

1914 - 15 . 

tSnnctinnnd 

rstiniatc 

Urviand 

(‘.''tinmtr. 

Iliid^ft 

‘■KtilllHtM. 

.» 

.1 

4 

1 

1 '' 

(1 

( 

1 

Rm 

IN. 

IN 

IN. 

IN. 

JN. 

, 1 ,( 1 ( 1 , 2 . 5,000 

! :i,i:i,:io, 27 o 

. 1 , 18 , 11,112 

2 , 81 , . 11,000 

j 2 , 72 ,( 10,000 

2 , 58 , 90,000 

1 ,( 10 ,( 11,(124 

1 , 0 : 1 , 71,927 

1 .; 17 .. 59 , 04.5 

.‘ 12 .(( 2 , 1.52 

27 , 7 , 5 , 8 L>r, 

1 ( 1 , 00,(101 

1 18 , 2 : 1 , 1(11 

1 , 11 ( 1 , 99,108 
1 , 09 . 5 . 5,410 
, 1 ,. 5 : 1 , 88.578 
' i,:ii,:i 4 o 

. 1 . 1 , 18 , 9.58 I 
Kl.IC.IIl 
20 , 1 ( 1,144 1 

1 .. 5 . 5 . 17 . 80.1 

1 . 01 . . 14 . 1 . 1:1 

1 .. 5 : 1 , 71, (124 

1 1 , 70 , 45.1 

:i 4 , 92 ,:i 05 
i:U)i, 49 (i I 

' 1 8 , 1 2,808 I 

i 

I,. 58 , 1 I 7 ,(K )0 
1 . 01 , 50,000 
1 .( 10 , 00, 000 
1 . 10,000 
:i 0 . 5 o.()(M) 

1 1 , 50 , 001 ) 
19 ,(M), 0()0 

1 .( 12 , 28 , 0(10 

1 . 11 . 00 . 0 (H) 

1.. 50 . 00 . 0(10 

2 . 2 . 5,000 

. 14 , 00,000 
11 , 25,000 
20 , 00,(100 ' 

1 ,( 10 , 12 , 00(1 
1 , 12 , 00,000 
1 ,. 50 , 50,000 

1 1.0 4,000 

' . 5 . 1 , 40 , 0 ')(l 

^ 11 , 50, 000 

20 , . 50 , 00(1 

4 , 9 . 5 , 9 (l, 7 :i(l 

4 , 91 , 2 . 5,(155 1 

1 

I 

I. 78 . 0 (l,(l 82 I 

4 . 8 . 5 , 57,000 1 

4 , 90 , 78,000 

. 5 , 09 , 0 ( 1,000 

! . 5 , 0 (), 7 i:t 

4 , 29,999 j 

4 , 14 , 48(1 

. 5 , 29 ,()(M‘ 

. 5 , . 111 , 00(1 , 

( 1 , 51 , 00(1 

' 8 . 14,901 

i 7 , 0:1 :i. 5 :i 

2 ,: 19 , 0 H 2 

8 , 42,8 1 1 
( 1 , 71,947 

1 1 ,. 5 ( 1,(184 

8 ,( 10 , 1.19 

8 , . 14 , 25(1 
1 , 77,419 : 

9 , 1 : 1,000 

7 ,( 10, 000 
i, 8 i;,()oi) I 

1 

8 , 4 i),Ooo 

9 .:i:i,oi.o 

1 , 57.000 

8 , . 10, 000 
8 . 02,0110 
1 ,( 17,000 


17 ,r) 2 ,IlU 

7,77,r»7<» 

d,‘ji-., 7 ;i:i 

711,044 

l,:iS,2H7 

4’.>,:U.H07 


10.70,001 
K.lO.Hf,.*! 
4 . 20 , ;;o 7 
7H,7r»0 

l.HK.M 

lH,r»0,lM7 I 


1 r>,ri 2 ,ii«H 

H.17,]H» 

71,07H 


10,20,000 

H.KO.OOO 

;j.KO,ooo 

K2.00() 


1 i,ir>,ooo 

M, 77,000 
50,000 
H 1,000 


1 i 25 (100 
0,05,0(10 
H, HI, 1100 
04,000 


.V)a,000 5,20,000 


51.00,4:10 5I,K0,0U0 ; 51,K5,(K)0 , 51,2(1,000 


xll — K('('rip(H 111 .lid of Siipi‘ianniia( Mill ... 
Ill -Slatnaici \ and I'riiMin^ ... 

XV — MiMfidlaiii-niH 


IH, 2|0 IIH.HHO 5 K,. 5(17 40,000 57 , (KK) . 5 ( 1 , 000 

I 1 , 20 , 1 (».‘I l,:i 7 ,M (12 1 , 40,(101 1 :{ 2 , 0()0 1 , 1 ( 1,000 1 , 27,000 

! 7 , 72 ,:t:io 7 ,(iM, 7 (i(( ( 1 , 71,057 ( 1 , 00,000 ' (i,'{(M(oo (;,r> 2 ,o(Ki 

! 0 ,l(», 11.52 !I,I. 5 , 50 H H, 70 . 22 H H,ll 2,000 ^ H, 0;{,000 j H, .' 1 . 5, 000 


Inm — 

I.\ — Majni Woiks (diM“r( iimpts) 

vX — Miimr Woikn and NaMj^almn — 

|{\ i’lililu Woikh Daparlniinl 
Ox Oixil I >< p.ii(iii*'n( 


ii;j'’ and Koads-- 
xXI — ( 5 xil \\/iik.H — 

llx I’iiIiIm* \\i»i\N I V‘pai (ii'i'iil 
Ox Caxil iKpailincnl 


Tiaiisi'n l»rtx\rrii liii|HMial and IVo- 
viiu'iid l{i‘X(‘iiiii-H 


Tulid Kivcipla 
(iRAMi TipTAI. 


2,H2,.520 
2 4,421 


4 , HI, OHO 


:{,H5,o:wi 

1 , 42 , 52:1 


2,4:i,2:i:i 

24,725 


. . . j + 1 ,4 ll,7;i,KH5 + 57,.52 ,h 00 
... I 7 I(’»,5;i,401 (1,24,41,472 
... I H,K2,7H,401 0,:14,7 1.742 


5,(12,750 

1,411,4 o;i 


+ (lH, 05 jb(>' 
(1,22,00,HU.5 
40,2l,OO7 


1 . - 0,000 ; l. 20 ,(M )0 ' 1 , 20 , 00(1 

! 

I I 

2, H5.ooo I :i, 1 0,000 10,000 

2 . 5,000 I 2 . 5,000 2 . 5 , 0 (MI 

4,:io,ooo ^ 4,(14,000 

1 ^ 


4.2.5.000 I (i,( 0,000 4,:io,ono 

1.57.000 j 1,. 50,000 ■ 1,. 59,000 

5.82.000 7.50,000 ' 5,89,000 


+ 60,(17,000 +.58,1.5,000 j +:-14,.Tj,000 

(1,18,07,000 (;,2(l,:iI,0(K) (1,20,04,000 

8,99,:t8,000 8,98.91.000 8.78 94 OOC 


5 .] 


BvAijet. 

Bengal Provinrial EjrimuUlurr. 
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“■ 



AiTI'AlA. 


uii.Mri. 

1 mifi-n. 


ExrKNDITURR. 

1 

- 






i9i2-ia. 



Stiiii'lioiu'd ' 

1 K<‘V1hi'(1 

1 (HtilllillC. 

('HtiinaUv 


1 

2 

1 

i ^ 

f) 

1 

7 


d(Miiaiid on tin* Ut-veniioR— 

1. Uofmids and DrawlmckH ... ... ' 

I. AHrii;;iinii‘iit8 and Coin|K*nsatioiiH 

Land lirveniio 

Slumps 

J. Excihi* 

1. Provincial Kates 
). Iiiooim* Tu\ ... 

[. Forests 

1, Ke)>istralu)n ... 

Us. 

i,4i.ta'» 

.'iO.tHt.'i 

;42,:4t;,i2H 

.f).i»7,t;r.7 

:p.t,2iVd 

7t>,4l‘»‘t 

(i,bd,7‘.M 

Us. 

i.:i.5.t;.^it; 
27.1.51) 
;U.4B,77.5 
•‘ktil,5ti|i 
f., 2.5, 74.1 

77.2MK 

r».4t),1.57 

11.2i;..5.5H 

Us. 

2 .ot),ooi; ' 
14,27.1 
11,8t),l)70 
1,11.111 ; 
7, 17, .58.5 , 

77,0 12 
b, 7 11, 1)1.5 
11,17,210 ■ 

Us 

1,41,IKI0 
12,000 
1)1, bb, 000 
1,01,001) 
8,02,000 

7b,(H)ll 

)i.riti,ooo 

11,2.1,000 

Iks. 

1,82,000 

11,000 

I. 5,17.000 
.1.15,()()0 
8,01,000 

77,000 

b,20,t)00 

II, 22,0(K) 

Ks. 

1.. 50. 000 
1.5,0011 

.14, .52, 000 
1,48,000 

8. . 111.000 

7(1, (K)0 
(1,51, (MM) 
11, 01), ()()() 

Total 

|■|2.tM^,7H.^ 

t}i.;n,iM)2 

b.5,ll).or>4 j 

b8, 10 , Olio 

bb,87,()00 

bb,bi,ooo 

1. Interest on Ordinary J>eiil ... i 

1 

4,42, .^»4r. 

4,:iy,Hit7 

4,.11).f.f.1 ' 

4.40,IHII) 

1.78.000 

.5, It), (MM) 

rt and Ev|H‘nHes of Civil IVpartiiioiit — 

t. Oeneral AdniiniHlratiou ... 

, I 1 ,• f Courts of Law ... 

♦. Law and .JiihIkv < 

). Piiliee 

. Poits and Pilotai;e 
!. Kdiieation 

1 Medical 
t. PiililK'al 
i. Apicnltiiie ... 

) Si'icntiln and Miscellaiieoiis Depart- 
nionts 

2.'i,4f»,7l2 

‘M»,:Bt,4lM) 

iim»i,h:i2 

12,lt»,0B‘* 
7;i,7r»,K2‘.» 
2r»,42,i:w 
:is,it7<» 
7.72, i:$7 ' 

H.lH.Hir, 

2 l,21l,751» 
I.()(U7,.5I7 
22.(;2,H«2 
1)1,7 1,()H1 
14.2H,:i77 
H1,12..515 
2K., 50,1.51) 
,12,1)7.5 
l),ori,77(‘i 

.5,10,02.1 

24,18,1,57 

1.0. 1.78.200 

21 5t),82K 

1.01.72.. 54.5 
1.1,78,205 ' 
H2.07,O22 
.10,1.5,1.51 

18,158 
10,22, 1 111 

.5 1)’>,108 1 

21.74.000 
1,01,21,000 

21,1)5,000 

1,05,1,5,000 

14.7(1,0110 

1,0.5,1)2,000 

1(1,11,000 

10,00.) 

11.17.000 

.5,II,5,0(M) 

21,011.1)110 
1,0.5, 10, (HM) 
21, .5 1,00(1 
1,10,2(1,000 
I4,05,0(H) 
811,111, 000 

2 7.. 52, 000 
24,00(1 

1 1,(11,000 

1,111,000 

24,1)1,00(1 
1,00,2(1,000 
25, .50, 000 
1,11,12,000 
11,1(),(M)0 
88,10,000 
28,2.5,000 
21,000 
11, 2!), 000 

(1,44,000 

T.ilal 

;{,r»i,Hf»,7B:i ■ 

:i,Mi,.5i,:ii)i 

4, Ob, 7)1,7.18 

4.2.5,11,000 

4,11,70,000 

4,08, 1)1), 000 

laii'Miiis — 

). Siipei animation, etc. 

1. StatioiieiN and I'linlioK ••• 

!. Miseellaiu'oiis 

2ii,2r),t;K8 

1:U4,I2H 

4,2.'^.,HDl 

;il,0(),2HS 

I4,K.5,40). 

.5,K7,11H 

11. DH.biK 

12, bl)717 
1,18,208 

14,21), 000 
i:i.87.(K)0 
l(l,ln,000 

11.71.000 

11.17.000 
b,.58,()()0 

31.71.000 
i:i,4 8,000 

12.28.000 

Ti.tal 

4t5.H.^727 

.51,71,112 

41).))b,.571 

58,12,000 

51,48,000 

.51). 17,000 

Keliel and Iiisiirainv— 

i Kediielioii or avoidama- of Deld 

ibMtiHi 

<‘>0,000 

1 

bD.OOD 

(111,000 

110,000 

(lO.tHM) 

(Ke\eiiii«‘ \ecoiinth) — 

). SiiIphh1is»mJ t ’oiiipaiiies — Land, el«'. 

- M ! 

.571) 


1 



Total 


f.t) 571) 

b0,(lll0 

l.l),lll)0 

(10,000 j 

(ll),l)OI) 

ion — 

M.i|iir Works — ■ 

Working* <*X|H.llses 

Interest on Delit ... ... ' 

1,17,H.^»k 

l,7.V'l^ 

1.4H,k;). 5 
i,t;i), 1)1)1 

1,28,8.50 ^ 
1.75,578 1 

1,11000 

1 7(),0()0 

1,00,000 

1,7)1,000 

1).5,())M) 

1,7)1,000 

5. Minoi Works and iNuvif;ution — ' 

liy Public Works De|)artnient ... 1 

By Civil IVpai'tnienl ... ... : 

1 

7,t’»H. 1 .^.'t 
\U\l, 

l),r»2,22H 

1)S2 

11 bl),8|7 
lO.b.57 

1 1, 1(1,000 
1,000 

1 1,2.5,000 
1.(100 

10, 4)1,000 

1 1,000 

1 

Total ... ' 

it),i;2..'iiM 

12,k2,()1)H 

1)1,84,1)12 

1 1,.50,00() 

14,02,000 

11, 18, (KM) 

iij^s and Koads — 

fi. .Civil Woiks— 

By I'nblic Woiks Department 
('ivil Deiiartmint 

t;:i2i,7.o.'i 

2t'i.Hi).:yM4 

7tl,44,1H5 

2,5,74,2i;.1 

1.0O,81.);25 
2.1.1)-', Ol’D 

111.88,000 
22 0i),0(K) 

(18,00,000 

1 22, .5)1,000 

52,110,000 

1 1,40, ()))() 

1 

Total 


l,02.D<,);i« 

1,21,7.1.724 

8)1,1)7,000 

' l)0,.5)l,)H)0 

(14. 00, 000 

Total Chaises ... 

n,0i),4S,i:D 

(i,it;.('i().riio 

b,b7,)H),bKl 

)1,5K,21),000 

1 )l,4O,01,tJ0O 

(1,17,1)7,000 

Closing Balance .. 

;j,i3.;i0 27(i 

3.18,11,112 

2,72,)H),121 

2,4 1,01), 000 

j 2,.5H,'.)(),00() 

2,b0,l)7,000 

(iRANP ToIAI. 

1 R.H2,7H,40l 

9.,14, 71,742 

. ‘).40.2 1,007 1 

8,1)1),18,()00 

! 8,'j8,i)| 000 

8, 78, 94, OIK) 

'rovinciol viirphia ( + ) or dulicit ( — ) 

j 

j + 1-47,05,270 

+ 4,80,842 

; -4&,fiU.7B‘) 1 

—40,22,000 

j -11,70,000 ' +2,07,000 

i _ _ 


Beyignl Provincial Receipts, in ttetail of lyiinor hearts. 




1916 .] 


Budget. 


20.1 



rev'sp.l i<s t<j itif* decliue id consumption owing to the 
oconf*mic cundition of the people brought about bv the war 
agricultural jypr^b‘«i<*n. 



VI — Provincial Rate; 



Fee's for rejM'iteriiiu: dotimients ... lG.83.57r» l'^,54.42»» I 10.50,»»43 17,30."0«* li:*.0u,000 Itiorease is attriluite«l to tlie agricukiiral diatress in certain 

I Jistnet-i aii'l the rwe of prices. Budget allow** for normal 



Guam* li-iA' ... 4 4,14 4'?»> ' ♦i.j4,n(Hj 



yiA — Late and Justice — Courts of Law 


208 


[27th March, 






— Atjricultu} 


211 ) 


budget. 


[27'rit Maroh, 




1916 .] 


Bvdyei 


211 



T tal ... 0>8 313 ' 6.77 17'J 5,£»6 6.29.5*mj 5.73.0OU r>.92.m)f» 


^ — J^iscella neons — concluded . 





Minor Works and Navigation — concluded. 


214 




Bwigei, 


215 



t*»r Piiro'M<- "t -ip • - ..f It*.] 
Hou—’Ih'I'I Lh.iir .tis’l '’i' Iml 

'I'i Ki’HTir«-nt- v Cliait 



j-runsjers utfitceeti itnperiat auf* t-’rovinc\ai — conciuuea 
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APPEN.niX B. 

Bengal Provincial Expenditure^ in detail of minor heads. 

[Fifjnreh in columns fi and 7 are tho^e wliich have been passed by the Goveruinenl of India.] 

[The remarks in column 8, except wheie otherui-e specially explained, refer to differences l*etween columns 5 and 7.] 
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Land Revenxu 


218 


Budget. 


[27th Makch, 




219 



Total ... ^'?.2‘2r 'J4.720 ^.'».S32 97,oO-r I l.lO.Ouo 



Excise — c on c 1 11(1 e < 1 . 



of colIfftiOM rif Mir^-ar 
Contril»iiti'>n f.tr pf-iiiioii ■ 
colI#*ct!uir nr 



— Registrn tion 




— Gt^m rul A*i miiiistrfttiott 




19 A — Court b of Lniu- 



For roiimlint^ 








f'tr ro^jrgauizaiiou ‘^•f Rivtr 




— Police — CO IK Inc] ed . 






Education 


23i 


Budget 


[27tii March 



Cost of maiiitainin;: ine«aeii attached to 
Government Colleges, in Calcutta 


1916 .] 


2.31 



Lovw Primary Schools ... ' 18.100, 18,055 | I9.rj00 18 000 16.000 1 



22 — Education — concluded 


232 


'Budget 


[27th Makch 






24 — Medical 


234 


Budget, 


[27Tfi March 



<lut* to tlie deputauon of officers to military duty. 








Proviaciftl staiisticp 



23S 


liudijct. 


[27™ March 




30 — Stationery and I\rinting 


239 




— Miscella neons — cone lud ed 




30 — Stationery and I\rinting 


239 




43 — Minrtr Works and 2^avigalion — c<incliidecl. 




Works for v'hich onltf Revenue Accounts are 
kept and of irhich neither Capital n ir 
Revenue Accounts are kept. 



241 


Hudgei, 


t27TM March. 




Works for v'hich onltf Revenue Accounts are 
kept and of irhich neither Capital n ir 
Revenue Accounts are kept. 



24t) 


Bufhjet. 


[STth March 


CHAJKiKS. 


IIkau: Oh KM'h.NDiiinih' 

1 Aci mils, 

1 1 '.114-1. V 

kc\lHcd 

CHlllllUtc, 

n; 

BiiiJp'L 
' csliinalc, 

l!lin-17. 

i 

1 

kK.MAItKs. 

1 



kh 

llH 

1^. 1 

1{<Tiiii<1h 

... 



2o,t)(;i) j 

IjUIkI l{r\nillr 

... 

11 

2,202 

1 

:;,R72 ' 

Local 

llitcicsl 


2.00, 1M7 

!.{,.>:{(» 

1,H,0% 

(V.Mil 

I,7I,I0( 

1 kcpicscnis pioiision ft.r 

1 llic entile ,'liaipeH of 
the CesH eolleeLni^<; 

1 eHtaliiiHiiiiienl wincliis 
W’linlL home hv Uie 
' DiHtriel Boardh. 

i 

(iciiciul Ailiiiiiiihlratioii 


2,.M,7.'*ri 

2 

2.‘.kO.H2:; ' 

1 

Law aii<[ -JiihlMM — ( IniiiN ol 1 

iUW 

;t !7i> 

4,‘.IVI 

r».i.V 2 1 

I'olicc 


22,|Of» 

2K,|I2 

2L72!» ' 

I'oi Ik and l'ilola^«- 


(»,7H.''» 

lOJOO 

K.:;o() 1 

K<lii('ali<iii ... 


2Li»:),isi 

2(i,!t2 hi:; 

I 

21,7:1,072 ' 

Medical 

... 



7 '.IH.200 1 

Scicidiln and iMiaccIlaiiciao 
iiiaiitN 

1 k’pail 

^2 H 1 ft 

l,27,(i-'l 

1,42. ho:; j 

Snpinaniiiiatinii aii<l I'ciihioiih 

... 

.MJ,0Ul» 

ri2,iK;:; 

71,271’. ' 

Stalioiicn and I’liidin/* 

... 

:i2,OS7 

! 


1 

:;2,i7.r. i 

MiHccllanciiiis 

... 

2'), on:; 


1 

:;o,7i;!> j 

Kainiiic l^'iicf 

... 

:u‘,H 

i,7ri,Kr)H 

:;i,!mh) i 

Hallways ... 

... 

:;,4oo 

... 

... 

1 

Ill if>a(i(iii— Miiioi VVnikh 

... 

1 1,7 m 

2,oiMf'.M; 



('i\ il Woi Kh 


r.i,o2,:;j>2 


:)i,!»o,.^.ii 


M..ia IJcimihiIk and AdMiiicch 

... 

(;,H7,.^n>;) 


4,Hi>,.^o:; 


Tolal 

... 

l,on,K;i,KMi 

1,20.07,82:; 

o.^r;7 


nl>^inp l>alancr 

•••! 

I. 

:;o,r.fi,2s4 


n,7r>,7!>4 


UliAM) ToI'AI. 

i 


r 

1 

i,:;o,o2,i4i» 

1, 01,82, 2:;i 


— - - - 

- 



' 








r-\j»eji'3it'ir** irj'.urr'd itj H<14- 










far as i- aip-jIiiieJ 


254 


[27th Makch, 




1916.] 


255 


Budget — Resoluiion, 

Mr, Beaiion Bell ; Maulvi Mmharraf Husain. 

Ho said : — 

My Lord, 1 presciil. to tlu* House llu* l»ud^(‘t of the (Joveniiii»‘iit of Heiiyfid 
for 1916-17. There has ht^en no ehauge in tlu' lipriires siiiei- tlu‘ Hiid^et was 
last before the House. I ne(H.l not say anythinpf further at this sta^^i*.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 3. 
RESOLUTION. 

{Under the Buies jor the dismssion of matters of general jmhlie interest.) 

The Hon’bh^ Maiilvi Musliarraf Husain, Khan llahathir, moved tli(‘ 
followin^^ resolution : — 

This (’onneil reeoniinends to the (iov(*rnor in < 'ouneil that early stj‘j>s 
be taken to ainiMid lilt* (Jourt of Wards A<*t, 187!) (Ihm. Aet IX ol 1S7!)), 
with a view lo ('xteiid the })rovisioiiH of iliat A(5t so as to }>rott‘et and brin^f 
under the direet inana^enienl of (iov(n*imiont 1 he properties of minor ehihinm 
of tcmiircdiohh'rs and oilier disqualilii'd nn'inbers amon;jj such tmiun'liolders. 


H(* said : — 

My liord, the ( 'ourt of Wards Aet at present protects the dis(jualiiied 
proprii'tors of an (‘slati* wliicdi ordinarily means the ri^^lit hidd by a landlord 
direetly undm- novernmeiit. AnybiKly ae(|iiaint(‘d with the land bmuri' of 
IJen^jal knows that, besides the rij^ht of zamindars over a land, tlnna* I'xist 
subordinat(‘ rights which are ])t‘rmam'nt and which to all intents and purp«)ses 
are as ^o(k 1 rij^^hts over th(‘ land as that ol a zamindar, which are •usually 
ludd by pattanidars, dar-paltanidars. rent-fnn- and other timundiolders. 
The ( luviM'ninent of Ilen^al, as (‘arly as 185!). provided lor I In^ jiroti'ction ol 
tin' minor children of a jirojirii'tor and oiIkt dis(jiialliied memb(*rs anionjr 
them by taking up tlieiiianaj^i'immtoftheiri^stati'sdin^ctlyuiiJerliovern- 
ineiit and saving tln‘ property from ruin. Hut no such provision has biM'n 
ina<h» for the diivcl inanap'iinuit by (lovernment of tin' ])roperti('s of tin? minor 
children of leiiun'holdcrs and other dis<|Ualili(*d members amoii^f these 
I eini reholders. 1^ln‘ fluardians and Wards Act provides for tin' appoint- 
ment of a piardian of tin* ])erson and ]n*operty of a minor. Tln'si' ^juardians 
are ^(Uierally a])pointed on the application ol tin* persons who want to be tin' 
piardians tlnniisi'Ives. One can easily umhwstand the motive' of such volunteer 
guardians. Without criticizing a (dass, I simply want to say that tin- 
majority eif such persons mismanage' the jirope'rty and ruin tin* interest ol the 
|HU*sons whose* ])rope'rty lhe*v have* volunte*e‘re'.el to protect. Some^ sixty yewirs 
ago whem the Court ol Wards Act was e'liaeite'el, the* value* ol tin* land in 
Hengal was very small. Tin* rights suborelinate' to that ol a zamindar, lifiweve'r 
pe*rmane'nt the*y might have* be*e*n, we're* of very little* value. Ibit things have 
alteri*el. The* temure's have beceniic valuable* propi’rties. It has be‘e*ome* 
micossary that these te'iiures shouhl be* be-tte'r pre)te*cte<l. lIowe've*r some* 
may disagree* as to the epiality ed the manage‘me*nt ol tin* Court of Wards, it is 
admitteid by all that its cxiste'iice is a ne*c(*ssity ainl in spite- of its short- 
comings, whi(ih e*very human institution must have*, it has sneecude*el in 
jiersuading pcojde* to believe that the) management of tin* Court eel Wai'els has 
really saved many a family from ruin. 

I invited the* ojunion em my ])re>poKeel ann*mlmeMit e)[ tin* said Act 
from all chairm(*ai of municipalities, vice*-<;haininMi ol Histrict Ibiarels. 
sofrctaric's, Anjumani-Islamia, anel Covernnnmt pleaele*rs of this I*re*,sieh*ncy. 
All the replies that I have got up to date; recognise tin*. ne*ce‘ssity of the* 
proposed aiinuidment. and urge* me to move the 8ann^ in the* (hiumal and vyish 
me every rucc<*ss. 1 liave received ivplie's from 28 miinici])alities and e'ight 
District Hoards, anel of these 28 municipnlitieH, all of them acci*pt tin* 
principle, and only one or two of them want a little nnKlilication. will rcael 
only a few opinions out of the many that I have received on this point. 

The Chairman of the Chittagong Municipality says: ‘Under tin* 
Hoard’s proceedings of lltli March, 1882, No. 80, Collection 1, hi lo •HI, 



2rjt) Resolution. [27th March, 

Maulvi Musharraf Husain. 

t,lin Noabad Talooks on l-lio oKtaie, the propm’Ly of Goveriiintnit, wliicli 
in known aH (JovurninunL Noaba<l Mahal in Ohittagong, are docmod an 
‘ oHtato ’ aH d(‘H(;ril)(«l in (dauso 2, w^etion of Act VII (H.C.) of 1876. 
It will fnrtlior appear that kucIi Noahad tenuroH of Chittagong would he 
incrludcd within lln^ term ‘ewtati* ‘ as defined hy section .‘i of Act IX (li.O.) 
of 187!) (Court of Wards Act); consequently holders of sncli hnnires, if 
diHrjnalirKMl, would lie in a poHition to take advantage of tln^ jirovisioiiH of 
that Act. 

Ah tln^ (jovernineni exteinled tin* protection affordc'd hy tin* Court of 
Wards Act to Noaha<l tenures of (diittagong it is JiojK'd that f lovernnu'nt may 
he moved to (‘xtend tin; sann* ])rot(^ction to the disqiialilu'd holders of oth(*r 
ttmun^s. 

I am thendore distinctly of o])inioii that it would Ix^ advisable to 
(uideavour to extend tin' o]K‘ration of the Court of Wards Act foi' tin* j)rotec- 
tion of tin* minor children of the tenurehohlers and othin* dis(jnalifi<^d 
iiKunhers among them. 

'I'he ^'hairman of the Coinilla Municipality says that if the Act is 
exttmded to mak(^ provision for jihnnng tli(» properties of minors and 
dis(iu,ilili('d t(»nnr(*hold(irs under tin' management of tin* Court of Wards, a 
largi*. minilxu* of ])roperties will douhth'ss he saved from ruin. 

Th(< (Jhairman of tin* liiirdwan Municipality says : — 

‘ I fully agret* with yon in the vii'.w that the law ought to he amended 
so as to (*xt(nid its ojierations to safeguard the inter(*Kts of t in* minor children 
of tin* t<niui('hold(*rs and otlnn* disipialifiiMl m(*mhers among thmn in the 
same vVay as it doi's to diHqiiaIifi(*.d proprietors of (‘states. Tin* former 
constiliit(*s tin* gtnn'ral mass of the population, and I am sun; you will have 
tli(< h(*arty support and concurrence of all right-thinking piu’smis in the 
conni ry in this your generous (uuje^avour to (*nsure the jirotection of tln^ 
gmieral mass of the po|)ulation.’ 

Tln> C/hairman of lln> t)ld Malda Municipality says : — 

‘ Tim sup])ort('d measure would mei*t with tliii ai>])roval of many p(X)ph? 
as it is desira hie that tin*, protection providi*.d for in the Act for tin' land- 
holders should Im* extcinh'd to t(*!iureholders as w(*ll.’ 

Your Exc(*lh*in\v will see' that my m(*asur(' has got tin' hearty support' 
and approval of my countrymen. With such support, I hi*g to ask the 
oflieial and noii-(»ilieial un'inlnn s of this Oouiicil to considi*r my r(*solution in 
a dispassiona)!* mann(*r. Wln*ii 1 (*nter('d t his Council (/hamlu'r, i was told 
that this m(*asure can o:dy be o|)p()H(*d or objected to hy one inlluential class 
of j)ersons, and tln*y art' the zamindars. With refenmcc to the. opposition 
that might come from that quarter I hog to state that the tenurehohlers or 
tlie gc'iu'ral mass of the population an' not asking for any right which will 
he taki*n away from tin* zainindars, such as, for instance', tin* right of thc' 
transforahility of the o^jtmoancy holding. I could understand that such a 
])roposal might hi' veln'inently opposed by tlm zaniindar. Ihit my n^solution 
amounts to a purely proti'ctive uieaHUro. It will not give* any right to one 
class of people hy snalehing it away from another clasp. And if the middle 
class jx'opli' want this protection at the hands of the h(*nign (lovernnient, 1 
do not think that any right-thinking person can oppose Govi*nimeut granting 
aiiv such protection to this class of persons. Of course the t('nu reholders gi5t 
Mouie orotcction under the Guardians and Wards Act. The protection which 
the Civil (Courts render umler the Guanlians and Wards Act is a very round 
about one. The iniliii'iitial class of zaniindars is reciuving protection in a 
:air and definite way hy the Court of Wards Act, and I do not understand 
why the t(.*nureholdcrs should not get the same sort of protection. These 
tenuri'lmld(*rs are as good subjects of the King-Emperor as the other 
classes arc. If tln*y want any protection from Government, T do »ot 
unib'rstand wliy thi*y should not get it. 1 beg to submit that this measure 
will do no harm to anvlxxly, but will do goixl tg a larger number ot 
individuals. 
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Mr. Ltsaiaun Ml; Ihhu RainUiran llanerji 

VVitli thoBO low roiiiarkB, I lu'Cf to coiuintMul this n^solution for the 
accepttaiice of tlio Council.” 

The Ilon’blo Mr. liKATSON HELL said 

“My Lord, it will he convenient if I state very hrictly tlu* attitude of tin* 
Government towards this resolution. My friend, the Hoii’hle Khan Hahaflur, 
has been propounding theories of a somewhat socialistic character. At lhi‘ 
back of all Ids arguments li(*H the proposition that it is the duty, or the 
privilege, of Goverinneut to manage the business of vxovy man who is 
making a mess, or is lik(‘ly to make a mess, of his ewn husincss. This is a 
fai-reaching (liK'trine, and we must really considm*, in the cas(< of twich class 
of husincss, what limits should ho aj)plied to the (hicdriiH* So far as land(‘(l 
pniperty is concerni'd, it Is, I think, a historical fact that th(‘ (Joint (»f Wards 
was instituted not for the purpose of helping cv(*ry landlord of (‘very degree 
who has got into a na^ss hut simply for the pur))osc of n'aiising public reviuuK' 
with proj)er iiunctuality. bur at tin* saim* tinu* with the least possibh* hardship 
in th(‘ case of ladii's and minors and other pc'rsons in a similar ])osition. It 
therefore bchoviss us to (?onsider very carefully before wv (‘Xtmid tin* Court 
of Wanls Act from jiroprii^ors, that is to say, from n'venue-payers, lo other 
clasR(*s of landlords. We liav(‘ an ojhmi mind uj)on this (jU(‘stion, siibji'cl 
only to a natural desire to make no amendment unh'ss it is r(‘ally ^•alled for. 
1 do not know vvhethm- my frimnl is aware that th(*re are lew [irnvimtes in 
India in whi(;h this privih'gi* has been exten(h‘d to classes othm* than /.aniimlars. 
Hefon? w(‘ do anything, we must ascertain the opinion of tin; /.amindars — both 
the individual o]iinioii of th(' great zamindars and tin* considered o))inion of 
tin* zamindari soeietie'*'. If th(‘se zamindars, individually and (tolIei‘tiv(*ly, 
are anxious that the privih‘ge, which has hithmi.o been coidined to I hmnselvi's. 
sliould be <\\tcnded to thosi' subordinate' to tluun, we shall ^ive due' weight 
to such an ('X])n'ssion of ojiiniou. Wi' must also eonsidt the benly which is 
immediately eonccu-in'd, I ini'an the Court of Wanis itsedf oi*. in othm- words, 
tlie Hon’ble Hoard of lle^venin'. 'Phe. Hoard will no doubt consult (‘Xjii'i-ienci'd 
Commissioners, Collee'tors and manag(‘is and will give a most iinjiortant opinion 
oil the wholi' case. 

I have been interested to learn that tin* lloidbb Khan Hahadiir has 
been consulting Muni(;i])alities and Histrict Hoards t>ii this jjiiestion. The 
opinions of the Municipalities and Histriet Hoanlsan^, no doubt, interesting, but. 
I may say without any disres|)i*c( that the <juestioii hardly eoneerns thiun ; 
it is a question mainly fur the Court (jf Wards, for tlu' experienced olliiters «)l 
the Government, for thezamindais an<l tenurohohlers tliemselves to consider 
in all its bearings. Th(‘refori‘, if my friend slightly modilies his resolution and 
instead of thi‘ word ‘amend ' he insm-ts the words ‘ obtain oilieial and noii- 
ofllieial opinion on the ad visability of amending’ we are at oma' ])repar.Mj to 
ao(i^pt tlie resolution. If, on the other hand, tlu'llon’ble Khan Hahadiir desir(‘s 
togo on witli his resolution in tlii' form in whicdi it stands, 1 have only lo say 
that the official niendxu-s will stan<l aside from the discussion and will allow 
it to be. debated and voted on by the non-official members.” 

The Ilon’ble Haiui UAMTAKAN HANEIbll said — 

“My Lord, I am in strong sympathy with tin* ()bj(‘et which the lloii’ble 
mover of the resolution has in view. But I am afraid the resiilutimi ought to 
be amended in order that its intenlion may be more clearly expressi'd. The 
object, I take, is tosecuiv to disqualified holders of temun's tln^ same protec- 
tion as has been conferred Ujon disqualified jiropriotors of eHtat(‘H ; if so, the 
protection attaches lo disqualified holders of tenures who liave come to own 
them by succession or otherwise, and not to the minor children of, or othm* 
disqualified members amongst, such tenureliolders, as Lhi^ words ol the 
resolution purport to say. If this is the intention of the Hon bh*. mover, it 
maybe expressed by substituting the words ‘ the properties of disqualified 
tenureholdors ’ in the place of ‘ properties of minor children of tenurcdioldors 
etc., etc.’ Moreover, under the Court of Wards Act, the management of the 
estate of a disqualified proprietor is vested not in Government, hut in the 
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Maulvi Musharraf Husain; Mr, Beatson Bell, 

« 

HoanI of Kcvcnuc' wliicli lias, unckr tlw. said Ac!;, been constituted the Court 
of Wards and is V(*sted with the jurisdiction to take charge of tlie person and 
ju’ojM'rty of (»very hucIi proprietor. J would suggest that it would be more 
apiiropriate to use the words ‘Court of Wards ’ in the place of the word 
‘ (iovernment ’. 

Tlie Sovereign is tin; purms patriae and the Court (jxercise>8 paternal 
poW(‘r in th(H eas(‘ of infants and persons of unsound mind. The ])riiiciple 
fairly apjilies ecjually to cases of projirietors of estati^s as well as tenureholders 
though ni the ease of the former the interest of (joveninnuit r(‘venue and 
oth(;r considi^rations liave l(»d to an express enactment. 

The ease «)f proprietors of other lamled interests si^ems not to have been 
entin'Iy overlooked.* S(Kition 10 of the Court of Wards A(‘t to some extent 
furnishoH the rmiu'dy which tin* n'Solution aims at. 

TIni section providers that wheiiev(*r a Civil Courtis satistieil that an 
ord(‘r for th(i a[)pointment of the guardian of a minor should Ik* made* or 
removes the guardian of a inimu- or adjudges a person to he, of unsound 

mind, tin* (’ivil Court may apply to tluj (^Miri of Wards to take* eliarge of 

th(' pen-sou and in-ojierty of such discpialified proprietor. This ])rovision 
em])o\y(n*s tln^ Civil (^ourt to a|»ply to tin' Court of Wards in the c.ase 

of a disfjiialined ])(n-son, whose (jstate, consists in wholes or in ])art of land 

or any inte'n-st* in the land. The? section has beu'ii inten-pretisd to apply also 
to casr‘s of persons whose* j)ro]Mn-ty <1(M‘S not ejonsist of revemie-])aying i‘states. 
'Phis will enable (lis(pialili(*d Uniureliolde.rs to liave their (‘states ])laced under 
the ('ourt of Wards. No doubt it is discretionary with iIkj Court of Wards 
to tak(^ eliarg(i or not on the* aj)j)li(;ation of the (’ivil Court, but then* is no 
n^ason to suiiposo that th(Mlis<!r(‘tion will not lx* i)ropin-|y excn-cised when 
the o(!<;asioii arises. Tin* (piestion raised is of some im])ortanC(' and recpiires 
g(H3d deal of conshhn-ation and I would unhesitatingly adoiit the view of tln^ 
llon’bh^ ]\Ir. ileatson IJell.” 

The llon’ble KHAN MAllADUR MAULVI MUSJIAIUUF HUSAIN 

said : — 

“My Lord, I Ix'g to accept the aimnidment suggcstcul by the llon’blo 
Mr. Mt^atson IhdI.” 

The Hon’hh* Mk. HEATSON HELL said 

“My Lord, 1 agnu; with tin' llon’ble Hahn Hamtaran Hanerji that tin* 
words ‘Court of Wards ’ should be substituti*d for the word ’ Government’ 
and ‘ minor childrini of dec(*aH(Hl tenundiolders ’ for ‘ minor children of 
tmiiiridiolders 

The niolion was tlien jiut in the following modified form and agrei^d 
to 

’Phis Council reijommends to tln^ Govc'rnor in (^K)uncIl that i«irly stejis 
b(* taken to obtain oHicial and non-ofiieial ojiinion on the advisaiiility of 
amending tin* (hmrt of Wards Act, 1879 (Bengal Act IX of 1879), >vith a 
view to (^xU*nd the, provisions of that Act BO jis to protect and bring undtir 
the direct inanag(‘ment ijf the (hmrt of Wards tin* |)ropertii‘,s of minor children 
of jleeeased t"inuri*hohh*rs and otln*r disqualified members among such 
ti‘nuri*h<»lders. 

AHJOrRNMI^JNT. 

The (hmncil was then adjourne<i to Monday, the 8rd A|>ril, 1916, at 
11am. 


A. M. 11UTC11180N, 

Sect/, to the (Jovt. of Bemjal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council {Qffg,), 

Calcutta ; ‘ 

The SI si diarchy 1910, 


ILS Prew— 24-41 9n>~3779J— 3^0— J L 
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Ahsiraci of the Proceerltngs of ihp Bengal Ijegidaf.ive Council assetnbled 
under the proomom of the Gorermnent of bulla Act, Ilf 15, *• 

Thk Goun<M*f in l.lm (loniiinl ^ninlter in (fovi‘rninnnt Houko on 
Monday, iho 8rd April, llHii, at IJ a.m. 

Present ; 

‘ Ilirt F^xcollnncy till' lli^lil Ilon’hh* Thomas Dwid, Hakon (UuMirifAKi. 
OK SKiKMN(r. o.c.i.K.. K.c.M.o., Gooemoc of the Prenidencg of Pori 
William in Bengal, in'eshltmj. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. l\ G. Lyon, o.s.i., Vic^^- President. 

’ Tk^ Hon’i)le Nawah Svi:i) SiiAMs-ni.-lIiioA. 

,TIh‘ Hoii’bh* Mr. N. |). 1{kats(»n Uklu (.s.i., c.i.k. 

The Hon’hin (JoL. W. II. Edwards, v . w ., r.M.o. 

The iron’I.le Mr. E. -I. Mc.naiian. 

The ILni’Me Mr. J. Land, 

The lIoiEhle Mu. d. If. Kkrk, c.i.k. 

The Hon’hle Mu. K. i). Di-:, (M,k. 

The Ilon’hh; Mu. li. Liudky, v .\. k . 

The lloii’l.le Mu. fl. II. (luuKA. 

The lloirhle Mu. (J. II. Ihnii-^s. 

The llon’hle Mu. li. (!. Mitu\. 

The Hon’hh^ Mu, W. W. IIounkul. 

The Hon’l)l,‘ Mu. G. V. J‘aym:. 

The llou’hle Mu. E. 15. H. Panthn. 

"The Hori’hle Uai 1*riya Nath MiiKiiAU.ii Hahaduk. 

The llon’ble Mu. S. Wiij.iams. 

. The lloii’ble Nawah Laiiadiir of .Mitk-shidahad, k.c.s.i., k.c.v.o., 

AMIR-llD-OMUAir. 

Tlie Hoii’ble Sir Satykndua Puasanna Sinha, Kt. 

’The llon’ble Du. Niluatan Sarkau. 

The llon’ble Raja Huishikksii Laha, <m.k. 

The' Hoii’ble Mu. Hvomkks (hiAKUAVAUTi. 

The Hon’ble Sir i5iJAV 'G^^nd Mahtah, k.c.sj., i.o.m., 

Maharujadhirajji lialunlur (jf liurdwaii. 
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Onlh of aUegtance; QuesUom aiul Aimeers. [Sed ^peIL, 
Mr^ 8, C, Williams ; ^aimb Saiyid Naioah All (Jhaudhun. 

The Hon'hle I{\ja Shosiii Kanta Acharvva CirAUDHiiKi Bahadur. 

The Hon’bln Dr. Dkiia Pkahad Sarradhikari, (\i.k. 

The Hon’hle Baku Kamtaran Baner.ii. 

The Hon’hle Kai Kadha (Jharan Pal IUhadijr. 

Hon’lile Mr. K. H. Bray. 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. Birkmyrk. 
riio Hon’hle Mr. E. A. Martin. 

The Hon’hle Mr. (ioi.am Hos.sein (JAH.mM Arikk. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Maui.vi Musharraf Hussain. 

The Hon’hle Maulvi A. K. FAZL-ui-IlAt^ 

'I’he Hon’hle Mahara.ia Kana.iit Sinha ol* Nashipnr. 

Tin; Hon’hle Bai Nalinaksha Hash Bahadur. 

The Hon’hle Saiyid Navvah Ali (hiAUDiiuRi. Khan Bahadur. 

The Hon’hle Uai Prasanna Kumar Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’hle JUku Surkndra Nath IUnerji. 

The Hon’hh> Baku Surkndra Nath Ray. 

The IHtti’hh^ Baku Mahkndka Nath Rav, cm.k. 

The Hon’l)lo Uai Hari Mohan (Tundra Bahadur. 

The Hon’hle ('haudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

Tlie Hon’hle Baku Ufkndra Lal Ray. 

LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 1. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 

The Hon’hle Mr. S. (3. Williams made an oath of his allej^iance to Uie 
Crown. 

LIST OF business-item" No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the Hon’hle NAWAB SAIYID NAWAB AIJ CIUUDHURT, KHAN 
BAHADUR:— 

BeoorJ-of-rightH . *1- (d) An* the Uovernment aware that, in the eo irse of the present 

lerationH in rocurd-of-ridliis operations in Eastern Ihmijal, some temporarily-settled 
latern Heogti. estates of wliieh zaiiiindars Wi*re sottlciftent holders have been made khas, 
under the proviso to section 3 of Bengal . Iteration VII of 1822 ? 
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QuestioM and Answers.. 

Mr, Birley, 

(i) If HO, will the (loveruinpiit he pleased to state how many estates liave 
been so ordereil to be held khas in Bengal during the last live yeara, giving 
in each case full particulars and the grounds for taking sutdi sti'ps ? 

(c) Onflow many occasions has the authority vested in (iovjTiiiiK'nt of 
causing such mahals to he lield Mas, under the proviso h) section of Hengid 
Regulation VII of J822, been exercised since the miactment of the said 
Regulation, and on wJjat grounds ? 

(<i) What is the process of inquiry, if any, on which the nqsirt of tlu^ 
Revenue-authority is based as to the circmmstaiuies necessitating such inter- 
ference under the said proviso? 

(c) Are the zamindars or otlier projwietors allowed to bi' n'presented at 
Bucli an inquiry, or is siicli inquiry made ejr parte? 

'*{/) Were the znmindars allowed lo be so reprosentod in tlie instances 
referred to in clause (a) of tim <iii(^stion ? If so, at what stag(^ ? 

(fj) Who is lh(' final authority in fh(*so matters for th(‘ piirposi‘ of de[)riv- 
ing zamindars and oth(‘r jiroprietors of tln^ management of temporarily- 
settled estates ? 

In the pn‘H«mt operations, did this authority mak(‘ any iinlepemh'ul 
iiKpiiry into tlie allegations against tin* ])roprietors lM*fore onh'rs wen* passed 
on each case ? 


Th(^ Hon’bh^ Mu. BIRbKY replied 


“(/i) In the coursi* of the )»reparation of a re(?ord-of“rights in Kastern 
Bengal, two tein|x»rariIy-settlod (‘s1at(‘s have been orden'd to lx* held khas 
under section II of Bengal Regulation VI I of 1H22. 

{b) During the last five years six evstates in Bimgal havi* been ordered to 
be held khas under m'tion II of Bengal Regulation VII of 1H22. 

A statement containing particulars is laid on the table. 

(c) (Tovernment are not prepared to (x)inpile the statistics asked for on 
the grounds that to do so would involve the exa,mination of records extending 
over 93 years and that it does not appear that the utility of the statistics would 
be commensurate with the labour involved in compiling them. 

{d) No process of inquiry is prescribed by law, nor have (iovernment 
prescribed any process by rule. 

ie) It is the usual practice to give the parties an ojiportunity of Ixung 
heara. 

(/) In the two cases mentioned in the reply to clause (a) of this question, 
the parties were heard by the Settlement Officer and the Director of Land 
Records in one case and by the Settlement Officer and the Board of Revenuti in 
the other case. 

Government have recently requested the Board to give the parties a 
hearing in every case. 

(g) Government are the final authority. 

(A) Government did not order further inquiry before passing orders in 
the cases referred to : in both of the cases the Board of Revenue, the Commis- 
sioner, the Director of Land Records, the Collector, and the Settlement Officer 
had recommended that the estates should be held kkas^ and the facts were 
fully set forth in the proceedings. Government are not in the habit of 
instituting inquiries independently of their own local officers into matters with 
which the latter are competent to deal.” 
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statement referred to in the Awwer htj the Mr. ]5irley to Qaealimi 

No. 1 (h) {starred) asked hy the rioii’hle Niiwjih Ssiiyid Nawnb Ali 
Cbiitidliuri at the Counrit Meetiiuj of the 3rd April, 1916. 


Dihthiit. 

Noaklioli 

I'hImiu 

Midimporo 

lU 

Diiitca 

1 ) 0 . 


Tau/.i 

iiiiiiiliur 

..f 

XuiuImt Hud diitu of 
iiolitirutioii iiiidur 
which khan po.Htw'HMiou 

WUH tiikcii. 

1 r«rii)d for 
i which it uas 

1 Jinu-tcd 
! that the oHtatc 
; Hhould ho 

1 held khoH. 

1 fdiO 

1872 U., dated Si'pioiu- 
hor 6, |9l 1 . 

1 I2yoaih 


ir».^4 LAL, daiud .luly 

ao, 191 a. 

„ 

29:jri 

2711; 

iHhlW) L.U., diilodj 

1 Sapnuiihur 1, 1914. 1 

l‘*2 „ 

12 „ 

8142 

2840 L.U., dated Mai. h 
1915. 

12 , 

9()h:i 

781 T. — It , dated .hiric 
2, I9l,5. 

1-* 


^iroiiiiiJM of oriler. 


I 

I 

J 

\ 'I'lmt inaiiiif^Liuiont I he pro- 
I pnoloiK would oiiduuKor the 
I piihlic lrHrii|iii]lity niifJ lie other* 
) uiw* soiioiialy detriiiiontnl. 

I'iiid iiiaiKigonuMit hy iliu pro- 
pi ii'torn would 1 m' HerioiiKly 
dotruiioiilMl 


'I'*. at niaiui^oiiioiit hy the propne 
lois would uiidauger tiie piihlio 
Liui‘i|uillit\ iiiid ho HuriouHly 
dolniiioutiil. 

Tliat iuaiiiip;uiiioiit h) (liu pro 
pnetoih would In* Horiounly delri- 
iiioutul. 


i» 


A 


»y l-lu^ Hon’blo NAWAIJ HAIYID NAWAII ALI (MIAUDH lllil, KHAN 
UAIIADIIK:— 

*"• (a) Will t,hn (lovorniiirnl. br ijltJaHiul to wtaLi^ whotlicr it is a fat;t 

BaeWii Bengal ill <‘<^rtatii KaHt(M’n (liKtrictK, wIkmu' Kf^ttlniKuit and nM;ord-or- 

diHtrictH. rii^litH o|H*rationK an‘ goiii^r <»n, (‘oniinutation is bcinj? mado of rent paid in 

kind on tin*, afiplication of tiniants iindor section tO of tin*. Bengal Tiniarnty 
Act, 188 n (VI II of ISHfi)? 

(A) Is it a fa(^t tliat in Honni casos tlio sliaro ol' tlm prodiiuo duo to a 
lamllord uud«^r a burga loaso is for tliis ]mrpoKo lioin^ lr(*ak’d as a rout in 
kind ? 

(r) Aro tlu^ (iovornniont awaro that siioli sti'jiK, if taktni by tin; Sotth^- 
iiK'iit nutboritios, will cdiuso ^roat liardKliip to a larp^o minib(’r of jx^oplo ? 

{(1) Will tin* GoviM’iimont bo j)h*asod lostato whothor similar attcuiipts 
wt*n^ inado in tlio district of Bakarganj during tlio last sottl(*ni(*nt operations 
for c.omniutation of rent ; also, wlictln*r Mr. Savage subniittiMl an elaborate 
n*port on tin* subject uj)On which tin* said attempts wi*re given up? 

(c) If I In; answer to the foregoing qin^stion be in the aflinnative, will 
the (Tovernmont be ph’ased to Htat(' what action, if any, they an* taking in 
this Tliatter in the light of Mr. Savagi^’s n^port ? ^ 

(/) Will the (lovermnont be pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
Mr. Savages report together with all coniiecte<l papers? 


Tin. IIon’bleMu. BIHLKY replied:- 

“ (rt) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Commutation proceedings are not taken uj) by the Settlement author- 
ities on their own motion, but on the application of the landlord or tenant, as 
provided by law. Where the tenants are aware of their right to apply they 
are generally eager to do 'so. Landlords generally dislike commutation 
proceedings. 
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(d) In 1908 Mr. Savage stopped coiiiimitatious in Biikargaiij pending the 
result of an inquiry which ended in 1913. 

(e) In 1914 the Director of Land lleeords, with the approval of Govi*rn- 
inent, issued certain instructions regarding coniinutation. 

A copy of the instructions is laid on the table. 

(/) The Jlon’ble Member is referred to the Final Ri'port on the Survey 
and Settlement operations in the Bakargan j district.” 

Copy of the instruct lon,^ referred to hy the Ilon’bli* Mr. llirlt*y tn his onsirer to Question 
A’o. 2 (e) (starred) asked hy /Ar Hoii*l)!i‘ Nu\vab Saiyiil Nawub Ali (Miainlliun, Khan 
Bahadur, the Council Meet my of the 3rd April, JIUO. 

1. Under seetioii 40 (0) ol the iteiip:ai Tenaiu-y Aet, the Itevenue tUlieer, if iie 
coiiHiders that it would be uiiivasoiiable to j*ijuit an anpliration for eoniimitution, cun 
refuHO it. In the exercihc ol this discretion, he should be ^uitled inainl} by the considera- 
iiuns whether the coinniiilation would be a hardship to the landlord or tenant, or 
whether the land is in a lit state to bear a <‘ash lent. The followiiif? are examples of cases 
where it would be priuid facie ecjuitable to relnse comm utat ion 

(1) Where the landlord is unable to cultivate personally and is dependent tor his 

livelihood on the produce-rent, e.y., the landlord is a minor orphan or 
widow and on account of this fact does not and cannot cultivate the land 
personally. 

(2) Where owiii;^ to the lami bein^j under reclamation and the iTop um‘ertain, it 

would be more eijiiitable to uait iiiitil the land had been devidoped beion^ 
fixiiijr a rent. 

(d) Where the raiyal has a;'aiii siddet the land on a proiliice-rent, or his land- 
lord ]iays his rent or a substantial portion thereof in ].roduce. 

2. Section dl) la^>s dihvii the point.s to whndi the Beveiiue (Uiicer must have regard 
111 determining the sum to be jiaid as u money rent. The f<d lowing eireiimstaiicos 
should also be borne in mind : — 

(1) In having regard under section JO (1) bj the money rent payable b) 

occupancy raiyats the itevenue ttfticer may also consider (a) u nether such 
rent would at the time be li.ible to enhancement under the provisions oi the 
Ibuig'al Tenancy Act, and {h) the present money rents at which new settie- 
ineiits of similar lands with similar advantages are made in the neighbour 
hood. 

(2) In having regard under section It) (1) (h) to the average value of the rent 

actually received b^i the lamilord the Heveiiue Oflicer should also consider 
whether such average value has been unduly inflated on account of the 
production (d a sjiccial crop, tor uhich high but fluctuating prices have 
been received, or on aicount of high ]irices ruling in exc(‘ptional years, or 
on account of other c.\ceptional circumstan<-«'s. 

(-1) 'file Ifevenue Otiicer will also have regard to the tact that on commutation 
the landlord is relii'vcd of the cost of carriage and storage ot the crop and 
of the risks incidiMita) thereto. 

(4) In having regard under section ID (1) (d) to the imjirovements effected by a 

tenant, it the tenant has by his own exeitions reclaimed culturable land 
out of waste, he is entitled to favourable lonsideration. 

(5) The money rent should, acconling to eireumstances, be ordinarily fixed at the 

average money rent payable l»y occui»an<*y raiyats for lands of a similar 
deserijition and with similar advantages in the vicinity, plus a suitabb* ].ri)- 
portion of the difference between it and the average value of the rent 
received by the landlord. It should be remembered that a rent exceed- 
ing one-fifth of the valm* of the gross |irodiice is orilinarily excessivT, and 
the rent settled by i-ommutation should not exceed such a value excejit 
for special reasons which must be fully recorded. 


By the llon’ble NAWAIl SAIYID NAWAB ALf (MIAIIDHURI, KHAN 
BAHADUR 

* 3. (<?) Will thi' OnvrrnnK'ut In* pleasod tostati* tin* iiuiiiIut of studenfH 
on tho rolls of the U|ip(*r and liowor Subordinati* SerfiniiH (civil Kidi* — corro 
spending to Ibo Ovprsocr and Siih-OvrrHcorconrscH) of — 

(t) the Sill) iir Engim'criiig Uolb^gc, and 
(iV) tho Dacca School of Kiiginccring 

lor the last five years ? 


Upfier and Lowe 
Siihnrdinato Sec 
tions in Sibpn 
and Dacca Engio- 
eeriiig Collegea. 
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J/r. Da ; Nawah Saiyid Nawnb Ali Chaudkuri. 

(/v) What is till* total avora'^c ('X|M‘n<litiin3 cntailiul uj)on Govoriiiuent for 
tho iiiaintfmaiuio ol oacli ol' tli*-rt»* institutions as oomparcsl with tlie rfcoijits 
tliororroin ? 


Thu Hon’hlu Mr. 1)K rui)li(‘d : — 

“f^/) A Ht.atunic.nt ^jivin^ Hi<* nsjulrud inf(»rinatinn is laid on tho tahlo. 

{h) The total annual average expenditure for the maintenance of each of 
these institutions and of receipts therefrom is given below : — 


KNpiiMlillirr. KLUL'iptH 

\<H. Us. 

(■ivil Knpriiiefriiij^ Sihpul* .. i*,01,0()r» 2t),466 

J)jnr;i Sclidol of Kn#,dnfs*niig ... 51,fM7 10,001 


The figures for the exjienditure on the Civil Engineering College, Sibpur, 
include the cost of the Electrical, Mining and Dyeing ])cpartments, and also 
of the University classes in Civil Engineering.” 


njtrml to m ihv answvr hi; thr Hoii’lih* Mr. ])»• to Quest ioti i\o. d (starred) 
ashed iaj the floiiMilr Nuwuli SaiyiO Nuwuh All CliuiKlhiiri, Klian Jiuhadiir, 
slioirini/ the aiimher oj students on the rolls of the Snhdtverseer and the Ci vil Braneh 
of the Overseer elasses of the Sfhpur Btif/ineeriHfj Colletje and the Daeea Sehool of 
hhiijineerinif for the last five years, 

Naiiir of iiiHlilulioii. 


1911 - 12 . 

(■ivil Sihjnii' 

Dshtji SrIiooJ of Uiij^intTrin^*- 

1912 - 13 . 

(’ivil KiifriiKssiiifr (’olh*j»’(‘, Sihpur 
Diicrn Scliool of 

1913 - 14 . 

(’ivil MnjriioMTinpi' (’ollef^e, Sih]iur 
Diutii Sriiool of Eiifif in coring 

1914 - 15 . 

(’ivil Knginocriug (’oJh*gc, Sihpur 
Dacrii SrluHil of Engineering 

1915 - 16 . 

(hvil Engineering C’ollege, Sihpur 
Dju'eji Seliool of Engineering 

|{y the llon’ble NAWAH 8AIVII) 
HAIIADUK 


S|t|»-0» KHSEEII t 'LASHES 
-A- 

OVKitSKEU 4'LA.shKK. 

Fust 

Si'cuihI >cai 

Tliinl yi'iu. 

Fourth yi*nr 

... 11 

(14 

;i4 

32 

.. ]5 

(12 

27 

59 

. . HH 

57 

df) 

36 

... 20 

48 

54 

39 

... 20 

4.1 

42 

25 

... If) 

(id 

42 

58 

... 

d2 

27 

25 

... 2il 

41 

47 

40 

... V,) 

28 

22 

17 

... 25 


17 

42 

NAWAH 

ALI CllAUDlIlJItL 

, KHAN 


I),. ^ 4- ^a) Is it a laet that an Electrical Department has been opened at 

of Sihpur in connection with the Uppm* Suhordinati* Soction ? 

1 )aoi*u 

r i II {b) If SO, will tile Government he pleased to state— 

(/) the preliminary (lualiiieations neeossarv for students, and the 
cours!' prescrihed ; and 

(/<■) iho positions wliicli tlio studciiis ivlio pass out of that dopartment 
aro ('xiv'ctod to si’ciiro, and tho enioluinonts thoivof ? 


(<*) Was till- Kloftrical lAipartiiiout connocted with tlio Dacca School of 
Engjiiocriofr of tho same standard as the Electrical D(>partment at Sihpur ? 
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{d) Is it a fact that tlio KIcctrhjal Hrancli nf the J^acca ScIkhJ i>r 
Engineering was showing satisfactory results when it was ordered to he 
closed ? 

{e) What additi(»nal cost woidd it entail if an Kh‘etrieal department wen‘ 
maintained in connection with tin* Dacca ScIkmiI of Kngint*ering ? 

(/) Are the (love rii men t cisisidering tin* desirability c)!' rcijpeniiig the 
Electrical Classes at Dacca? 

The Hon’hle Mk. DE re])li(>d 

“ (/i) Jiistruetion in Electrical Engineering has Imhmi given in connec- 
tion with the Upper Subordinate classes of the (Mvi) Engim»<*ring College, 
Sibjmr, since 1896. 

(b) (i) The preliminary qualifications for admission are the |)assing of 
the Matriculation Examination or the Scland Final Examination of tin* " B ’’ 
classes of Zilla and High English Schools. 

The course })rescribed is one of three years at the C-ollcge followed by one 
year of practical training at the College or elsewhere. 

(//) No guaranU^e is given to the students who pass out of this Dcfiart- 
inent that they will obtain (Joveruinent appointments, but they usually obtain 
employ men t on an initial pay of Rs. 80 to Rs. 100. 

(c) The standard of training in the two institutions has not Uvn the same. 
Neither in staff nor in equipment was the Electrical Defiartnient of the Dacca 
SchcKil of Engineering equal to that of the Sibpur College*. 

{d) The results shown in the Electrical Department of the Dacca School 
of Engineering were satisfactory, considering the limitations in the staff and 
equipment of that institution. But only eight students have completed tin* 
rourse of instruction provided in this branch since 1913. 

(e) The cost of re-establishing the Electrical Department at th(‘ Dacca 
School of Engineering on its former basis would Im» Rs. 2,400 annually for staff, 
l)esides contingent expenses; but both staff and equi|)merit would have to be 
improved very much if the Department were to be continued, and this 
improvement would involve large additional ex|)enditure, both capital and 
recurring. 

(/) The answer is in the negative.” 

By the Uon’bh' NAWAB ISAIYH) NAWAII AIJ UllAlIDll inil KJIAN 
BAHADUR:- 

* 0 . (a) Is it a fact that an Electrical Pi)W(*r-lioiisc was cr(*(;tnd within 

the Dacca (Jollcgc compound some time ago? 

(i) If BO, what was th(* cost incurred in the (‘rection of the l’owor-hf>us<', 
including the equipment, and for what purpoHe was it enacted ? 

(c) For what period was the Uolh^ge Powor-houHc worked, when was it 
closed and for what reason ? 

(d) To how many plact^s did the Uollego Power-house supjdy electricity; 
what was the total quantity so Kuj)plied, and what was th(» maxirniim cafiacity 
of, the Power-house ? 

(e) What was the annual cost of its upkeep /ind maintj-nance ? 

(/) Is it a fact that since the closing of the (Jollegt^ Power-hf>us(^, Messrs. 
Octavius Stool & (Jo. have been supplying electri(!ity to the places whi(;h used 
to be served by it ? If so, what do they charge annually for such supply ? 

(ff) To what use are the (Jolltjgo Power-hoiist^ and its equipment now 
being put ? 


Kifclrical IVmer- 
tit>ii>4i‘ at Ducen 
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(A) An» tlid Crdvonirrienf hdimd l»y any a^rHeniPiit witli Moksi-h. 
OctaviuH Steel ^ Oo. tu takr any Hupply of eleetrieity from them ? 

(aj Are the Government eonKidt^rin^ the doHirahility of continuing to 
utiliHR the College Power-house for tint purpose of supplying electricity 
within the area of tin? new town at l)acea ? 

The llorrble Mu. (iUKKN r(‘plie(l : — 

“(a) Ves in 
(A) The cost was— 




Rs. 

BuildirigH 


2(i,70;{ 

MiudiiiivH, 

and idecti iial jijwi'i* ]daid ... 

1.00,019 

Wtdl uiid 

water Hii)i|dy 

u,m 


Total 

1,41,540 


The plant was crccU‘d to supply energy for lights and fans in the College and 
Sch(K)l of Engineering buildings, for machines in the School workshop and 
for instrui^tioual purposes c<innected with the School. 

{c) Tlie College installation was worked from 20th June, 1909, to 13th 
May, 1913. It was clos(*d for reasons of ec^onomy wln*n a new arrangement 
was made with the Dacca Electric Sup|)ly (’ompany, ],imiled. 

(rf) The College installation supplied energy to the Dacca C-oIl^e build- 
ing, Science lalxiratory, Hostel and Superintendent's quarters, to the Engim^er- 
ing School workslujps, School buildings, Hostel and Superintendent's quarters, 
to the residences of the Principal an(l Senior Professor of the College, and to 
those of the Head Master and Eoreman Instructor of the Engineering School. 
For m'ai'ly two years prior to closing, energy was also supplied for fans and 
lights in the Efistern Bengal and Assam Secretiiriat, Press and residences of 
llon’ble Members of Council, pending the opening of the Dacca Electric 
Supply Company’s new f)ower plant. The total quantity of energy supplied 
varied ; for the Dac^ca College and Engineering School requirements the 
average annual output w{is 38,000 B.O.T. units and for other Government 
piir[)oses named in the foregoing reply the average was 29,000 B.O.T. units 
annually. The highest output in any one year was (>7,000 B.O.T. units 
api)roxiniately. The maximum capacity of the jdant is 113*5 kilowatts. 

(c) The annual cost of maintaining and working the plant was 
Rs. 17,900 approximately, while repairs to the buildings have cost Rs. 606 in 
Ihe five years since they were opened. 

{f) Yes. Th(‘ charge is at fixed rates. The amounts paid since May, 
1913, in respect of the ] daces in question, are as fidlows ; - 




Rs. 

From May, 191-4, to April, 1914 


7,005 

From May 1914, to April, 191-5 


7,526 

From Mny, 1915, to ^Vhrllary, 191(1 


8,042 


{(j) The ('(dlege power plant is not at present Ixdng put to any use; the 
small rooms attai'hed to the jvower house are used as store nu) ms in connection 
with the Engineering School. 

(A) Yes. A copy of the agreement dated 15th March, 1913, is laid upon 
the table. 


(i) No.” 
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Agreement tef erred to hg the Iloirhiu Mr. (iroeu in his anstoer to Question 
No, 5 {starred) asked hy the Jloirhlt* Nii\val> Saiyiti Nawah Ali Olisiudliuri, 
Klian llaliadiir^ at the Council Meeting oj the 3rd Aftril, litlG. 

This Aokkement made this 15th day of March oiw thousand nine hundred and 
thirteen liETWKEN the SEt’iiETAHY of State for India in Counch, (hereinafter i>.alled the 
Secretary of State) of the one luirt un(i The Dai’ca E].k(tri<’ Suitly ('omtany IjImitkd 
a company registered under the Indian Companies Act and having its registered otiice at 
14 Old Court House Stre<*t in Calcutta (hereinafter called the (’onipauy) of tin* other pari 
Whkrms the Company was incoriiorated for tin* ]mri.ose {inter ulia) of carrying on in 
the Empire of India the business of an electrh* light and power comi)any and Wuehkas 
I he Company issued a prosjiectus in whicli it was stated it hat it was primarily intended 
that the Company would undertake the supply of electrical energy in the new’ Civil 
Station and in the old toivn of Dacca and that in furtherance of that purimse it had been 
arranged to take over the license under the Indian Electricity Act granted by the TiOcal 
Government to Messrs. Octavius Steel & Co., and in the said prosiiectus the chief reason 
put forward for antic.ipating that the Company could profitably cany on business w'as the 
demand for electric current in (jovernineut buildings erected or then in the coursi* of 
erection on the probable development of Dacca due to its jmsition as headcjuarters of the 
Government of Eastern Hengal and Assam \nd Whkrevs relying on lh(‘ said proHi>ecius 
a number of persons subscribed for and took up shares in the (’ompany and \Viikiik\s the 
said license was ivith the ]irevious consent of the Government duly assigned to the 
(^onipany and Whkrkas the abandonment of Dacca as the headipiarters of the Local 
Government materially altered the prospects (»f the (Vimpany and the Managing Agents 
thereupon informed the Government through the (Jommissioner of Dacca that Jiltliough a 
considerable amount of money had already been sjient by the Company they considered 
it their duty to advise the shareholders to jiroceed U) liquidation unless the* Government 
was prepared to guarantee the (kmijiaiiy in some way and Wjikhf:\s the Secu’ctary of 
State considering it to be for the benefit of the ]uiblic that the ('ompany should commein’e 
and carry on its busiii(*ss has agreed to guarantee that 1,20,001) units of electricity shall 
be consumed annually for a period of t<‘n years in Government offices and in cejiain 
buildings in which the Government is interested on certain conditi»)ns hereinafter set out. 

Now it is herel»y mutually agreed as follows: — 

1. The Secietary of State hercliy u^nh's and warrants that if the (’om])aiiy shall duly 
maintain the suiqdy the amount of electricity which shall be consumed in each and every 
year bn- ten years couimencing fj'om the first day of April lOld, or such subsecjuent dati* 
to be advised by the (•ompany from wdih-li the (■omj»any will give a regular supply of 
(urreni in Government oflic'es, Government residences occupie<l by Government Gffij’ers, 
offices or residem-es leased by Government for occupation or use of Gov(‘rnment Gfliccis 
and in educational instituti(ms managed or aided by Government in tin* town of Dajca 
shall not be less than 1,20, (KM) units 1’rovtded Amvavs that the (-ompany shall not be 
iield to have failed in duly maintaining the supply by reason only of occasional short 
sto])]iuges thereof and in the event of any such stoppages occurring a jirojiorlioniife deduc- 
tion shall be made from the annual total number of units, that is to say {a) if tho total 
number of units supplied ajiart from stoppages shall exceed 1, 20, 1)00 the Secretary of 
State shall pay only for so mauy as may be actually supplied (h) if the total numher so 
supplied shall' be less than 1,20,000 but w'ould have been 1,20,000 or more but for sueh 
stoppages the Secretary of State shall pay only lor so many as may he actually siqiplied 
(c) if the total number that would have been su])plie<i even if tberc bad been no such 
stoppages be leas than 1,20,000 the Secretary of Stale shall pay only a sum representing 
the price of 1,20,000 units less so many units as ought to have been supplied dining tlic 
period of such stoppages. For the purposes of (h) and (c) the number of units that 
ought to have been supplii-d during stojipages shall be taken to be Midi proportion oi 
l,lS),000 as the total number of hours of stoppage shall bear to the total number of hours 
in the year. If the number of stoppages in any year shall he exi-cssive the guuraiit(‘c 
contained in those presents shall cease for that year, and in the event of there being any 
difference of opinion ns to W'hat shall be excessive the question shall be referred to 
arbitration under clause C of these presents. 

2. That if during the said period of ten years the amount of electricity so consumed 
as aforesaid in any one year shall be less than 1,20,000 units the Secretary of State shall 
at the expiration of such year pay to the Company for every unit by which tin* amount w 
consumed is less than 1,2(),000 units u sura eijuivulent to the average rate per unit paid in 
respect of the amount actually consumed during Ji.it year in the bnilduigs specified ia 
the foregoing clause. 

JJ. The Company shall afford such facilities as may be considered necessary for the 
training of students at the Company’s Power House. The Company shall not be bound to 
admit such students to the said Power House unless under the charge of a I’rofessor nor 
shall they be bound to admit more than ten students at any one time. 
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4. The Secretary of State will iudenmify tht* Company and all persons employed oi< 
its staff a^pinst all actions suits claims and demands which may arise owing to loss of 
life or accident to any student so admitted to the said Power House as aforesaid except 
when occasioned by any negligence on the pari of the Company. 

5. The Company’s said Power House building shall be constructed in accordance 
with the design and on the site approved by the Secretary of State. 

6. If any doubt difference or dispute shall arise between the said Company and the 
said Secretary of State touching the construction of this agreement or any thing herein 
coutaiiied or touching or concerning any other matter or thing relating thereto then and in 
every such case such doubt difference or dispute shall be referred to the arbitration of two 
persons one to be chosen by the said Company and the other by the said Secretary of State 
within one calendar month after either of them shall have made to the other a requisition 
to tliut effect and should the arbitrators fail to agree they shall refer the question or 
questions at issue to the decision of an Fnipire to be chosen by the said arbitrators and 
the decision of such arbitrators if they agree or of such Cmpire if they (lisagree shall be 
final and in case either party shall neglect or nduse to appoint an arbitrator w’ithin the 
specified time the arbitrator appointed by the other party shall make a decision alone and 
tile decision of such arbitrators Umpire or arbitrator as the case may be shall be effectual 
and binding upon both parties. 

As wri\NEss the hands of the jiarties the day and year first above written. 

Signed sealed and delivered by 13. K. 
l‘’innimore, Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Public Works Department, for Ills 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal in 
Council acting in the premises for and on 
behalf of the Secretary of State for India in 
(kiuncil in the presence of — 

It. C. Hodgson, 

IJnder-^vcrctaryj Government of livnffnl, 

PuhJir Works Deportment. 

The Common Seal of the Dacca Electric. 

Supply Company Limited w^as hereunto 
affixed and countersigned by twTi Directors 
au<l the Managing Agents in the presence 
of— 

Asmnosn Banejuek, 

Merehan Vs A ssiston t , 

14, Old Court House Street, Caleuttn. 

Mfinoi/int/ A f/ents. 

Dy the Iloiridi* M AHAIiA»l A llANAdIT SINIIA of Nasbipur 

* (). Will tin* (jovornnn‘iit bo ploast'd tn stato wbollu'r tlioy have 
arrivoil at any (Icoisioii as to tin* n'vival of tin* obi systi'in ol I'jipiT, Middb*. 
and Lower Ib’iniary o.xaniinatioiis ? 

Tin* Iloii’bln Mk. ok ropliod 

“ 'rin* (pifHtion of bolding ]>iiblir t'xaniinations in tin* Uppor Primary 
and Lower Primary Standards was recently discussed at a conference of 
Educational Officers and is under the consideration of the Education Depart- 
ment. There is no Middle l^iinary Standard ivcognised in the Depart- 
ment.” ^ 

Dy tin* Ilon’ldi* MATlAHAdA DANAdIT SINll.X of Nashipiir : 

• 7. Will thcdovornnient In* phvisod to state wliat facilities, if any, have 
bet*!! offered for zanana education in tbe different districts in Bengal and also 
wbat ainoiinl bas l)ei*n spout for that piirpo-a* during tbn last two yoars ? 

Tbo Hon’blo Mr. DE roiilit*d : — 

Statoiuonts (A and H) showing tbo number of zanana teacbors 
employed in different districts in Bengal and the amount spent on zanana 
teaching in the Presidency during the past three years are laid on the table.” 


B. K. Einnimohe. 




D. il. Win i; ITT 


Directors. 


A. V. (Umekdn ... 

( )iTvvri:.s Stkki, & Ca ., 



/ 


1916.] 


Qu€,'ifionit and Anmera. 
il//*. De ; Maharaja of Nashijair. 


i>69 


StatnnnitH tYfr,rml to i„ Uo- Auxm,;- hi, ft,r iron’hl.- Mr. IV to Qimtioi, 
Xo 7 (xtarmh M l,,/ tto- ll„„ 1,|,, Ma|,„n,ja Ha„ajit Si„l,a „f 
Niisliipiir at thp CoannI AMimj of ihr ,ir.l ApriL 1916. 

SUtomont (A) Indicating tha Pfograaa of Zanana Education and the 
number of Zanana Teaohors omployod. 




. — 





' NitmiMU 

Niimlidr 

Xiiiiiliur 

Divimoii. 

Navk ov lusiiin r. 

1 of Zarmna 

of Zoimiiii 

1 of Zanana 



' 'IVacliorH, 

Toaclmrw, 

' ToiirliorH, 



I i:n;M4. 

I 

lHU-lf). 

i lSMf)-ir,. 

1 

Presidency 

CalciiKa 

1 




2f-Pargaiias 





Nadia 

1 




Mnrsliidahad 

1 

f) 



Khiiliia 

2 

4 

1 


Jessore 

I 

y 

2 

BiirdwMii 

JJowrali 


2 

;i> 


llooghly 


1 

1 


Midiiapoie ... 

j 

1 

J 


Birhhiiiii 

"2 




Burdwaii 


1 

1 

Dacca 

Dacca 

1 

T) 

T) 

(1* 


Mymciisingli 


1 

] 


b’jiridpnr 

... 1 

1 

1 

Cliidagong 

('Oinilla 

1 

1 

1 


N(»akhjili 

1 

1 

1 ] 


Cliitlagoii^ ... 

I 

J 

1 

liajshalii 

Jjilpaiguri ... 

1 

1 

1 


JjO^IM 

. ' - 

2 

2 


Kaiigjiiir 


1 

1 

Palma 

Palma 

1 

1 


Jt 


Diiiajpur 





Malda 

, 

... 



Tolal 


4a 

■l.'>+2§ 

1 







^ Aiinilin iKiiinl, l»iil It'll I J Srhi-niCh mil yrt fijiaiicf'l 

t Siiiii'i kiikmI, lull nol !i|i|i(iiiil(‘(l | ^ Not a|i|iiiiiiti*rl 

NmTK -- ^< 111.11111 filiKMt Kill VI ink j- .iImi cmi 111 i| on 1 i\ Miv mn ,if.viii'ii - in Wi-hI Hi’ii^al tln-ii' an Muhion rl.mM-i hI 

Ili'Of'lily ami .Mi'liiiiiNin', iiiul in Ka**! liLMiir.il liim aii .liionl id |'ii\vrm"'rM noikin^' iiinlrr vai hiiih iiiiHniun'' 


(B.)— Flnanolal Statement. 



lllKMi. 

llIJMa. 

i9J5-]i;. 


Us. 

Jis. 

J{H. 

J.- Provincial Piinds 

Jl. — liniierial alloliiie.iits ... 

•JI.()60 

22jm 

10,871) 

](»,S7() 

Total 


8;4,:472 

84,076 


By the Ifon’Iili^MAHABA.IA BANA.IIT SINHA of NaHhipar 

*8. Will the (loViTiinn'iit In* lo static whotlicT tlioy aro ooiiBidor- Supply of flii 

iiig tlu‘ (ii'siraliility of issuing iiihtriictioiiK to all District Bftards to spi^nd a 
sulmtantial proportion of tin' Piiblio Works CUoss, which was nicontly ina<lc 
ovor to tlnun, towards the supply of go«jd drinking-water in rural areas and 
the iinprovcuiont of otln^r sanitary measures ? 
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Wat c r w 0 r k H 
Rcheiiie for Mur 
shidabad and A%iin 
f^aiij Miinicipalitit'H. 


Tin* Ilon’hld Mu. DK r(*j)lic(l ; — 

District IJoards wen* rcociilly advised to sptiiid fretdy from the 
Public Works Cess on the excavation of tanks in rural areas. (A copy of 
(Circular No. 23] 9-2!^ L.S.-G., dated the 251)1 September, 1915, is laid on the 
table.) Government have not at present under consideration the issue of 
further orders affecting the discretion of t)ie District Boards in the use of local 
funds derived from the Public Works Cess.” 


Cirenfar No 2319-iir, L.S.~(i.y daitd the I’A/A Se)tivmln r, rvfcrrrd to in the Aimver by the 

HonMilr Mr. Du /.; Nik H {»tii red) askml by the Jlori*\)\v Maharaja Ranajit 

Kinhu of NuHhi]mr at the ConneU Meetiny of the Srd Aprils 1916. 

No. 2319-2-ni.S.-G., dated Calcutta, the 25th September, 1916. 

Krorii— The Hcjn’BLK Mr. K. (\ J)K, 0.1. K., I.C.8., OffR. Secretary to the 
(jloveruiiipiit cii Deugul, Muuiripal Departiiinut, 

To — All ComniisHi()ii<*rH of Divisions. 

1 AM dirtHsted to refer to Govern nieni order No. 980 T. — M., <Iaie«l tlie 3rd November, 
1913, addressed to tlie Ai'c-oiniiuni-Geiieral, lieiijifal, a (*opy of whitdj was forwarded to 
you with uieinoraiiduin Nos, 981-85 T. — M., dated the 3rd November, 1913. It was 
intimated in this letter that the Public Works (Vss for the year 1913-14 should be given 
fo District Hoards unconditionally but that the (|uestion whether conditions would be 
imposed in future years or luit was under the consiileration of Goveriiment. Subsequently 
in Mr. Saniniaii’s letter Nos. 388-92 Al., dat<*d the 7th Februarv, 1914, to your address, 
it Avas stated that Ills Excellency in Council desired to imiuoss ujmn the District Boards 
the importance of setting apart a substantial sum out of the income enhanced by the 
surrender of the Publi<‘ Works Cess tor the sanitation of villages and small towns, for the 
improvement of water-suiqily and foi- anti-malarial operations. 

2. It has been the consistent jiolicv of Government to reserve to themselves the powers 
ol earmarking a jiortion of the Public Works Cess for the improvmnent of the water-supply 
and similar objects. Accordingly in the Bill which Avas drafted to amend the Bengal 
(’ess Act in order to give legal etfect to the loealixal ion ot the Public* Works Cess, Govern- 
ment reserved to themselves the juiwer of making rules to prescribe the objects on which 
this cess should be spent and the manner and ])ro]inrtion in whi<*h this expenditure should 
be distributed. The amendment of the Cess Act has, however, been held in abeyance 
pending the consideration of the recommendations of the District Administration 'Com- 
miUee. In the meantime the Governor in (’ouncil desires to draw the nttontion of 
District BfMirds to the recommendation of that Committee for the utilization of the Public 
Works (k^ss in financing unions under the Local Self-Government Act, and to warn them 
.against any increase in establishment or other recurring expenditure which may absorb 
.1 large jmrt of the additional income. 

3. With regard to the expenditure of the current year, in view of the distress in 
rural areas caused by heavy fl(K)ds and the decline in the price of jute, the Governor in 
Council desires to impress uimii all District Boards the desirability of spending large 
sums of money in the excavation of t.'inks in rural areas. The comparative cheapness of 
labour should make it jiossible for a much-needed improvement in this respect to be 
effected at a minimum of cost, while under systematic control such works should go far to 
relieve local distress by affording em])loyment tor the labouring classes in want. With 
this object att<*ntion should be paid to the employment as far as possible of local rather 
than imported labour. WhercAw the condition of the locality requires, the rule insisting 
on the eontribution of a third of the cost of Avorks on water-supplv should he relaxed. In 
the 01)1111011 of His Exeelleiicy, this enterprise will afford suitable opportunity to District 
Boards for the proper utilization of their surplus balances and the additional resources 
placed at their disposal. 

4. 1 am accordingly to rc(|uest that the attention of the District Boards in your 
Division may be drawn to this important matter at an early Ante. 


By the Hon’Ido MAHARAJA RANAJTT SINHA of Nasbipur 

* 9. Will (.h« r.ovcninicnt l>.« plfasoil to Bl.aUs wlic'tlipr any pro/i-esK 
lias l.coii made wij.li (,ho pr..p(w.><l waterworks Rclioinc for tlio MurshicialiatJ 
and Aziiiigaiij Miiiiicipalilii K ? 

'Pile Jlon’ldo Mr. DK rcpliinl : — 


A )omt scheme for tim wat.M-supply of Mursliidahad and diagaui, 
at an estimated total cost of Rs. 2,14,000, has been referred by the Sanitaiy 
lin^ineer for the consideration of the Murshidabad Municipality. A sketch 
project for supplying Azimganj with water from the river Bhacirathi. at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 44,000, has been prepared by the ^nitaiy Engineer for 
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the consideration of the Azimganj Municipality. A contribution of 
Rs. 23,000 has since been promistd by a private gentleman, on condition that 
a supply should be obtained from artesian wells, and not from the river, and 
inquiries have been made of the Azimganj Municipality as to wliether they are 
willing to finance the trial borings necessary for an opinion to be formed as to 
the prospects of artesian wells in this locality.” 

By the Hoii’ble BABU UJM^INDHA LAL BAV:- 

* 10. («) Will the Oovernnieiil ho plt'anr^l to stai(‘ wlial steps they have Tin* nfra Hiljf 

taken for the prevention of the a/m paddy (lis(^as(‘, t‘Kp(‘eijilly in the Uhitta- m tin* nut- 
gong Division where it is very jirevahmt ? IHvwion. 

{h) Is the work <d oomliating tliis <lise:ise carried on mnh'r the control 
and snpe^rvision of tlu* expt'rt staff of tin* Department of Agrienitnn' ? 

(c) Tf so, will the (Tovernment Ik' pleasi'd to stale e.xaetly what metlnHls 
that departmeiil (uiiplo^^s to fight the disease and whal have' hei'ii the results 
achieved ? 

The Ilon’hh^ Mn. BlIUdOY replied 

‘ The work of comljating iho ujni disease of ]>ad<ly is carried on 
under the control and supervision of the expert staff of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

(«) and (c) Definite results have not yet been achieved. The following 
ste])s have been taken to combat the disease : — 

(1) The Economic Botanist has been conducting ex|H‘riments with the 

objt'ct of (liscov('ring a variety of ])a(ldy which is immune from 
the disease; some hopeful results have U'cn obtained with 
varieties which ripen early in the season before the attacks of 
ufra become virulent, hut there is as yet no reason to believe that 
any variety is (‘ntirely immune. 

(2) With a view' U) encouraging raiyats to resort to early and rept'ated 

[)loughing as a means of eradicating the disease', (l(wernmciit 
allotted Us. 4,000 for expenditure in the Da(H-a and Uhittagong 
Divisions on grants to raiyats; the* results of tlit'se expe^riirients 
will not he knnw’ii until next Septeml)er when Iht* attacks of 
ufra usually begin. 

(3) The Economic BoUuiist (tontinued his experiments in the districts 

of Dacca, Tif)|)Pra and Noakhali in early and repcate'd phmgli- 
ings. 

(4) A survey of the infected tract in Dacca district has been taken up 

with the object of getting accurate information ami of learn- 
ing whether the di.sea.se is sprea<ling. 

Government fully recognize the serious loss which is wiused and have 
impressed on their officers the necessity for unremitting attention to the 
disease.” 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

By tie Hoii’hle MAHARAJA RAXAJIT SINHA <4 Nashijmr 

1. Will the G()V(u-nmont he jJi'asc'd l<«> lay on the table a sLateiiiont KxpomJiturc b> 
showing the amount spent by each District Bojird during the last three 
years for the supply of good drinking-water in rural areas ? 

Tjic following answer by the Hon Ide Mk. DK was laid on the table : — 

“Particulars as to the ariioiiiit spout by each Distriiit lh«ird on the 
water-supply during the years 1913-14 and 1914-1.5 will be found in the answer 
given to a similar question (No. in unstarred) asked by the Hon’ble Raja 
Mahendra ^njan Ray Chaudhuri at the Council Meeting of the 13th March 
last. Particulars regarding 1912-13 will he found in colunms"95 and 96 of 
Form No. Ill appended to the Resolution on the working of the District 
Boards in Bengal for that yeai; a copy of which is laid on the table. 
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Stntvtnvnl rrferreA to bf/ the Hon’ulk Mr. I)E, in fas Anstver to Qiie.stion 
No. I {nnstarred),a.sked bif the IIon’rijo Maharaja Kanajit Sin ha of 
Nahiiipur, at the (JnnneU Afeetuuj of the. 3rd Afjri^, JfU0\ .shotrinff the 
expenditare of each District Board on water-sapfdf/ darintj 1U12~13. 


S<'rinl 

N<.. 

Namk «»i. Pistp.ht 

\V \’l KR-hUITL 

WO 

Oripiiul workh. 

Y AND WAlhR- 

RKS. 

Ri‘{iiiirH. 

Totul. 


Burdwan Division. 

Ks. 

Its. 

Uh 

1 

Biiitlwjiii 

5,721 

j m 

6,211 


Birhlnini 

(5,001 

1,062 

S,056 

*3 

Baiikiirii 

5. .VI 7 

•1.52 

(1,01!) 

4 

Midiuijxirn 

5,257 

1,256 

4.473 

5 

H<K)^djly 

0,1, v; 

2S0 

0,456 

0 

Howrsili 

2,271 

!120 

3,203 


Divisidiijil Total 

52,010 

•1,152 

37,101 


PansiDKNCY Division. 




7 

2I-Par|j[anas 

5,400 

1.411 

4,015 

S 

Nadia ... 

i.').Koa 

252 

16,051 

\) 

Miii'Hliidabad 

.'i.OKi 

27!) 

5,525 

l(» 

JcHSori* ... 

0,(107 

110 

y,7.5(; 

11 

Khulna... 

j().2(;(; 

656 

10.902 


DiviHional ToOd 

•14,220 

2,750 

16,0.50 


Dacca Division. 




12 

I)ac(!a ... 

•1,]41 

6,121 

10,268 

U 

MyiiJonHiuKli 

2!>,2;i2 

4,550 

55,771 

11 

Fandpur 

7,(5S(; 

1,024 

8,710 

15 

Bakarffaiij 

21,2.'ir. 

5,70S 

24,065 


Divisional Total 

62,517 

15,5il5 

77,712 


CuiTTAooNo Division. 




k; 

Ohitta^onfi 


;{,42i 

3.424 

17 

Tipppra 

7!t:t 

433 

J,22(i 

IS 

Noakliali 

2,1.'>!I 

2.82(; 

4,98.') 


Divisional Ti»lal 

2.!).'j2 

G,(i,S3 

0,655 


|{A.jsuAiii Division. 




IJl 

Uajslialii 

0,Sil 

% 566 

10,177 

20 

Dinajpur 

5,417 

550 

3,9.56 

21 

.lalpaif?url 

1,2(H) 


1,200 

22 

Kaii^^pur 

5,161 

505 

3,5.56 

25 

Bo^na ... 

1,520 

404 

1,823 

21 

Pabna ... 

625 1 

401 

1,114 

25 

Malda ... 

1,510 


1,319* 


Divisional Tolal 

20,S6U 

2,28.5 

23,145 


(IRAND TOTAL FOR 1012-15 ... 

l,(i5,20S 

51,545 

1,94,843 


(lUAND TOTAL FOR 1011*12 ... 

3,20,879 

51,658 

3,55,517 
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Babu Prasanm Kumar Baij; Mr. Kerr; Mr. Birley ; Babu Upendrn 

Lai Bay. 

By tijc Hoii’ble KAl TRASANNA KUMAR RAV^* liAIIAl)UR“:- 

II. (r() Will tlio (TONvriiiucnl Im' ph*afi(Ml to Ktatc whctlii'i* tlic pay of tin* IVpuly Colic 

followiiiij Ueputv Colli'otors is paid l»v (»ovi*rnm(*iit ^^‘*^*'* 

® ^ ^ ^ HtilVICC. 

Babu Prasanna Kumar Uas Uupta, MitiisltM* to tlu* Raja of Hill 

Tii)p(0‘a ; 

,, Oliarii Oliaiulra ( liafti'rjoo, SiMiivtary to tlioUalculta Cor[)oration ; 

Nil)araii Cbaiidra (Hiatak. Alunioipal Magistrate, Calcutta ; ami 
,, HeviMidra Prasad Roy, .Vsscssor to the Oabaitta Corporation V 

(b) If not, liav(' any sub. yi/vi ^7/^. promotions b(‘cii mado in t(‘mporary 
vacancies in tin ir places ? 

Tim followiiiif answer by tin* Ilon’ble Mu. KKRR was laid on the table : — 

“ (a) 'File answer is in tln^ ncf^ative. 'Fliese otlnanN an* treateil as on 
Foreif^ii Service ; and, under Article 758 oi* the Civil Service Regulations, they 
draw Sillary from their actual eniplnyers. 

(/>) The answer is in tin* negative. These officers are not on deputation 
within the meaning of Article 77 of the Civil Service Regulations, as there 
is provision in the cjKlre of the Provincial Civil Service for the appoint- 
immt of officers to p(‘r form the dut ies on which the officers named ar(‘ employed. 

Sub. pro tvm. appointments cannot, therefore, he made in the place of these 
officers, uiubu* xArticle f)() of the Civil Service Regulations. Attention is 
invited to the answer given to a similar (piestion (No. XVII) on the 13th 
March, 1916.” 

By tlic Ilon’ble BAlJU UPKNDRA LAP RAY 

III. [a] Will the (iovt*niment b‘ pleased to lay on tln^ tabb‘ a Htal.<‘- 
ment siiowing tin' results of the deinonsl rations oi‘ tin* Pibn* K.^i-erls’ jute 
seinis as cirried on by the ollieers of tin* Hopartment of Agriculture during 
the yi'ars HIM and 11)15? 

[h) Will the Covernnienf be pb'ustMl to state what furtln'i* st<*pH, if any, 
llit\v havi* take'll to ti'sl the Fibre Kxperts’ jute seeds on the raiyali fields 
' his yt'ar ? 

riie following answer by the Ilon’ble Mu. BIRLFV was laid on tin* table : — 

‘■(i/) In 11)11 the jiile seed sehicItMl by the Fibre K.xjx'rt was being 
ested at the Dacra harm ami exjieriinents on raiyats’ fit'lds were not mad(v 

In lfH.5 tlie s(‘ed was tested in raiyats fields alongside of similar fields 
if tin’ same area in which the raiyats’ seed was sown. The selected seed is 
tnovvn as Kakya Bowoa.i and is(d‘ the rajfsvlaris variety which is (’hiefiy grown 
n the districts of Eastern Bengal : in those districts the results were generally 
favourable 1o the .selected .seed, and a considerable demand for the seed has 
irfsen. In Westeiai Beiigal, where jute is generally grown, the 

’esiilts were not .so favourable to the selected seed. The results and the method 
idopt(‘d in obtaining them have been considered by (Jovernment, and (Jovern- 
nent do not. think that it has yet been possible to ensure sufficient accuracy to 
nake it desirable to juiblish them in detail. 

(b) The experiments will be continued in 1916, and if (lovernment are 
latisfied that the results are sufficiently accurate to afl'ord gnmnd for a 
lefinite conclusion, they will be published.” 

iyrJmllon’bloBABLI UPENDRA LAL RAY — 

IV. Will the (lovi'rnincnt be ple.'ised to hiy on the table a statemoui. 

;iving particulars as to the numbor. cost and result of cases in connection 
vith ])olitlcal crimes which were dealt with in Bengal during the ])eri(Kl 
1)05-1915? 

riio following ausw(*r hy the Ilon’hle Mu. KERR was laid on the talilc ; — 

‘‘ 524 cases, believed hy flie police to In' concerned with the revolutionary 
novement, were (h'ali with hot ween 1905 and 1!)15. Of thi*se oasoH, 205 
nded in the conviction of tlio accused and 97 in the acquittal or discharge of 



274 


[3rd April, 


Naioah Bahadur of Murshidahad. 

tlio i'locusod. Ill 58 caRGri, roiik* of tho accnsod wore convictod and othors 
acquitted or (liRciliargod. Ipliirtoen caRoB wcro witlidrawii and 165 were not 
brought, hefure till) (JourtR. T1 h3 cohi incurred in the prosecution of these 
caK(‘H liy tile eiriploymont of Bixicial Counsel and ph*adorR, other than the 
ordinary proHccuting HtatF, was Rh. 9,71,5611 in rcHpt^ct of cases in tho 
High (hmrt and Uk. l*i,8I.6S8 in respoet of cases in other Courts. These 
figures do not include expi'nditure in Kastern Rengal districts from 1905 to 
19l!:^, inforniation ri‘garding which is not immediately available.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS^ ITEM Ho. 3. 


JHSCIISSION 


OF THK IHIDCFT OF TIIF 
HFNOAL FOR 19HM7. 


OOVERNMKNT OF 


'FIk^ llon’bh^ NAW'AH HAIlADUIt of Murshidabad said : — 

“ My Loiti), 

Wlum I had the op;. ortunity of speaking last year, 1 hopcil that by the 
time th(i m^xt annual discussion on the Ihidgia came round, we might have 
seen the. end of the w'ar and th(‘ re-(‘stablishm(‘nt of financial equilibrium, 
linfortunap'ly, we art* not ytM within sight of the (md of tln^ war and the 
(;louds that darken tiie horizon, tlntugh th(‘y show unmistakeabh' signs of 
chiaring up, havi* hardly y<*t dispen-sed. Ind(*ed tin* inarvid is that so wide- 
spread and fitn-ee a coulli(;t, in which six great Powm-s ol’ the worhl are 
n^ckh-ssly sacrificing mi'ii and money, has last('<i st) long. 1 fervently pray 
that victory, for whi(di we Jiave waited patiently for so long, may soon 
b(3 realised. 

For tho first linn’, I he Cov(‘rnm(‘nt of India have been compelled to 
announci’ what may bi‘ calh’d a war-tax. The infercunn*. then*fore, is irn’sist- 
ilde that a rigid (SJonoii.y has become! imperative^ and will be im*vitable for 
SOUK’ yi’ars lo come. It is admitti^d that the sitiiaticai has been full of 
diflicuiti<’S. Th(! Financi' Member is to In^ congratulati’d, therefore, for tin! 
very genuiiK* (dfort on his part to rise to tin* ic’cds of tin* oc^casion. 1’he 
pains that In! has undoubtedly taken to ])ractise economy will c(5rtainly lie 
ap])re(;iat(Ml rather than n*sented. 

It is init my ])ri‘Hent juirpose to go into any detailiMl criticism of tin’ 
pH’sent Rudg(‘t which oilers few points of controvm’sv. On tin! contrary, 
l<Miki!d at as a vvlmh’. tin! figures, I think, are very hopi’ful and (!ncouraging. 

The closing balance! of the last year now revised shows a satisfactory 
incn!ase of lU’arly 16 lakhs in spite of the actual opening balanci! of 191-1-15 
being worse by 9 lakhs, 'flu’ n'vist'd ri'Ceipts of llii! last year show a 
coniinenchdile increase! of jusi over 5 lakhs, wher(*aH on idie expimditiire siile, 
there is further retrenchment of over 19^ lakhs. 

The iniprovemeiit in rri*(*i| ts has bi’cn maiidy contributed by the In’Uifs, 
Land Revenue. Stamps, Provincial Rates, Inc.ome-tax and .lails. Of those the 
iiicreasi’ under the Ina ling Staiiij s is v(‘ry noticeable. 

Till’ reopening of the share market as well as tln! partial (‘xcitement of 
the jute Iradi’ in general were ri'Sponsible for tlu! handsome increment under 
Stamjis. 'i ln! substantial improvement in Land Revenm' is to a great (!xtent 
dui! to re(u>v(‘ry of the trade, etc.; but tluj ri*as.)ii Jor the im))rovcment in 
collections of onlinary revenue in the face of prevailing distress in certain 
parts of th(! Province is not very clear. 

The most iiotabh* rcMiuctions are in Excise. Tin! progressive increase 
und(!r this head of Revenue was for years viewed with very great dissatisfac- 
tion by many, whether advocates of tt^mperanct! or otherwise. We are told 
that it is force of neci’ssity and economic coiulitioiis arising from a state of 
war that account for tin! disinclination of the people towards tixciscablo articles. 
It can oidy ho a matter of conjecture whether this forced habit will be 
followed hy an accustomed sobriety on their part. It is believed in some 
quarters that the scale of excise rates have been so graduated as to exercise 
a salutary che(!k on indiscriminate eoiisumption, the minimum of which was 
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sought to yield the luaximiim of revoniu*. Not ofton has tho judgiiiorit of 
Government been more eompletely justiiieil. 

The Qoveriimoiit have twiihMilly oiidoavoinvd to sloor a safe eourwe l>v 
making further curtailnienlH in expenditure last year, so that a respectable 
balance may fairly l»e expecte<l for o eniiig the account n<‘xtyear. One cannot 
but deplore, however, tin* savings under tln^ htiads Ktlueal.iotj and Sanitalion, 
which mean that botli of these mii(‘h-ntMMled and useful seb(‘nn*s for tin* 
physical and intellectual W(dUbeing n\‘ the jieopic, have* sullere 1 and will 
continue to sufler from ])nst|ionement. The scourge of malaria, ihe vast 
illiteracy of the masses, tin* urban and tin* rural wat(*r-sup].|y, and the 
extremely straiin'd conditions of I be peojde ovvinir ir) tin* |>revaiiing faniiin* 
prices, form the favourite* subjects I bat havi* bc'cn n‘i!t‘ratei| year afler year 
in the annual liudgt't debate of tin* (Council. 

The need fcjr economy at sueli a time as this, will, I think, hardly be 
disputed by any reasonable individual. Oin* would Iiavi* liked to see. theri*- 
fon<, the same zeal on the part i»f the Finainn* Meinbc*)- to <'Xcrcise that 
stringent test in the n^gion of administration cliargt^s wliicli art' by no m(*ans 
an (‘asy burden on tin* Public Kxclieijnt*!*. In actiordance with tin' gein*ral 
policy of (‘(^onoiny, when all i)roposals for fresh exjjenditurc in connection 
with etl neat itiual and sanitary schemes are being nt'giitivt'tl or dt‘ft*rri‘(l, and 
all extravaganc(*s of t)tln*<r (h*partnn*nts have Imm'U sus])eini(*d. r(*lu(*tions 
should surely lie ex|M'cte(l in tlie tignr(*s uinl<‘r the ht'atls (i('n(*ral and DisfnVf 
Administration Charges. A measure such as this woiihl naturally lu* un- 
pleasant to thost* (;onccrni'd, but this is obviously esst*ntial at the ))rt*H(*nt 
time. 1, thert'fort*, regret t(» be obliged to say that if th(‘n‘ is oin* iiidiappy 
feature in coniu'ction with tin* new P>udg(*t. it is that no attempt in tin* manm'r 
indicat(‘d, has be(*n made to prevent the interruption of tin* benelicial ])roj('(*ts 
I have referred toabovt*. 

Th(' reviH(*d exp(*nditure for tin* Inunl Polici* shows an increase of nbout 
5 lakhs ov(*r tin* lludg<‘t for 19 15- Hid in* to adjustments a!id the a[)pointment 
of anoth(*r Dejuily lns| (*c.tor-(i(‘n(*ral. In spiU* of too gem*rous a tn*atnient 
accorded to this departnn*nt. tln*re is still room for betti*r improv(*ment in 
the police adininistrati(»n on whicli the public safety is dcp(*ndimt. L(*t us 
hope and trust that your Kxu'llency’s nn*morable. address last year to the 
students of the Sardah Polic(i Training (hilhige may always remain a guiding 
principle to this class of ])ublic s(*rvants who are jiroud to bear tin' name 
of guardians of tin* pi*ace. 

Many of tin* projjosals in tin* lJudget Kstimates for 191H-17 will, in the 
special circumstainu'S of the yi'ar. (^omni.ind a gi‘in*ral approval. Tin* esti- 
mates for the next yi'ur disclose* tin' fact that reci'ipts have be(*n calculated 
on the basis of the minimum that could be. I'Xpecte i in tin*, existing disturbed 
conditions, and tin* expeinlitun*. on two guiding priuc.i])h*s, lirstly, that pro- 
vincial expenditure should not exceed the total ])rovincial inconn*, that is, 
to leave tlic balance's untouched ; and, secondly, that ev'tuy new S(!ln*nie, 
unless imperatively neci*ssary or ininu*diat.e|y n*munerativ(‘, should Ix' 
rejected. No one will question the ne<*t'ssity of such pru Icntial measures and 
every one will a»;cc, t the. anticipat'd burden with perfecjt (jomposun! and 
cheerfulness. 

The satisfactory item of this Budg<*t is the announcenn'iit of a rather 
modest allotnlent lor the (b*v<'lopnn'nt of industries. A jirejudh'ii persisted 
even up to recent times that agricultural and not industrial ventures are 
congenial to our soil an 1 temperament. Therefore, it is not so much as the 
amount Hanction( 3 vl but the. visible in li(uition of tin? GoV(‘rnment’s j)olicy in 
future that is so gratifying. SuHi(;h'nt information, however, is not f(»rth- 
ooming aa to how this money is going to be utilised. The siiciiess ami failure 
of this enterprise will bi' di*t'*rniiiHMl vuiry largely by its initial (dn)iee of 
subjects and the way in whicli they an* handled. 

The Department of Agri<'ullure. also is hanily faring better and is really 
languishing for want of pL»cuniary assistance which is so necessary for a Province 
essentially agricultural. 
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We are paHHing through critical times. We are on the eve of great 
changes ami a new era of coiiiiiM^rcial and industrial development is abouf to 
dawn. We are espe(;ially glad to see in tl.e new scheme of taxation the 
lirst faint suggestion of iiscal arrangcmcntH destined to foster Imlian imlustries 
as well as to raise the reyeniK* of the land. I am only expn^ssing tin* over- 
whelming sense of public opinion wln*n 1 say that the pt'ojjle are prepared 
for any call that may he made upon them for a sustained effort and for 
continuous self-sacrifice. We arc ilisposed to he patumt and trust that 
Governimmt will he ready to assume a more gi*nerous iiiiaiicial policy when 
normal times prevail once again.*’ 

The Ihm’ble ItA.IA HRISHIKKSH LAHA sai<l 

“ VoiIK Exckli.kncy, 

We are ])assing through the <lepressing inHu(*nce iif tin* ])res(‘nt war in 
Europe, casting, as it d(H*s, its shadow on the Hu(lg(*t for the year lillfi-17, 
whi(;h has been pres(*nted to the (Council by your Excellency’s (lovernment. 
Under the orders of the (lovernnnmt of India, the Provincial balances which 
amount to a very large sum cannot he utilized, and we ari* limited only to 
current and normal (expenditure and unavoidable (‘X])ansion. 

(At this stage Ilis Excclhmcy left the (jouncil OhamluM* and the Hon’blc 
the Vi(‘c-JVe8ident tcnjk tine (Jhair.) 

W(e have to cut our c<j«*it according to our cloth, and to regulate our 
oxponditun* according t > our incoim*. Provisions hav(^ ind(*ed Ihmui madt* 
for certain iniproveimuits in a small way. but thest^ were only j)ossible in tin* 
pnwnt circumstanci*s. The lirst and foremost is tin* provisi(aj fiu* tlie 
Jippoint 111(311 1 of a Diivctor of Industrhis, which W(^ hope will go some way 
in helping the establishnuiiit of factorms for the prcxluction of goods which 
an* now importiMl from abroad. V\V hope* the S(*cretary of State will sanction 
th(* new appointimmt soon, so that it may (uiabhahe (»overiim(*nt of Bengal 
to comimuHK* operations without much (hday. 1 liav(* no doiil>t that tiie 
Goyernimmt ()f Ih^ngal, following in the wab* of tin* ( lovernimmt of the 
United Provinc(*s of Agra and Oudh, by fostering indust rh^s whi(*li aiYMiow 
in (3xist(!nce and jiroviding facilities for mnv om^s whicli have not Immui 
( 3atablishe(l for want of proper support and guidance, will confer a much 
desired benelit on the community, which will he greatly apprejiated by the 
peophj. 

Since the lutrcxluction of tlu^ r(3forms for tin? patrolling of certain selected 
streets of Calcutta, motor-car dacoiti(3s here have practically disappciared. and 
I have no doubt that, with the intnxluction of (»ther reforms which are now in 
the coiitem])lation of CovernnHUit, tluuv will bi< an eff(‘ctiv(* check upon tlu' 
evil whi(!h has created a W(dl-grounde I apprehiuision in the minds of many 
woll-to-(io families in Calcutta. The provisions, therefons for an additional 
Police for(;e, for arming the iiisp(‘ctors and tin* sub-inspectors of the 
IVesideiicy Police and for the reorganisation of the River Police in Eastcjrn 
B(mgal. are steps in the right direction and arc exp(‘ct(‘(l to b(» fruitful of 
beneficial results. The cn^ation of a temporary ])ost of Additional Legal 
Bememhrancer for advising and instructing the PolicT^ in matters connected 
with the investigation of dacoiti(*8 and prosecution of persons coilcerned there- 
with, will, under proper guidance, help a good deal in reducing the ht^avy foes 
hitherto paid to lawyers in hringiiig the culprits to justice. I hope the 
experiment will prove a success. 

1 am glad to ohserv(* that a provision of lakhs has been made for 

gratuitous relief, which will be netMied very much in Bankura, Imt I am 
not in a position to express an opinion as to whether this sum will be 
ade(|uate to ine(«t the wants (»f that district. From other sources we hear of 
acute distress still prevailing there and likely to continue long. I hope the 
Government will be plea8e(j to inform us about the true condition of the 
district. In the llcvisi^d Financial Statement, I find that under the heading 
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of Interest the aniDunt that will bo exf octed to bo roalisod as intoroBt nn 
adVancoB to cultivatorH has l^oen put down as l(s. 1,M), ()()(), but no provision 
liaB boffrt made for takavi advances for aflfordiiiff relief to tb<^ pi^o^b', spi'cially 
of those ijarts which have been affected by scarcity. I have no doubt that it 
will meet with the syiiipatliotic consideration of Goverinnent should any 
occasion arise. Coiiaidering, however, all the eiivunistanees. I think that the 
Mudg(5t, as a whole, has provided for most of the re<|uirementH, if net for all, 
that were consid(U'ed very ur^mit and demanded ihe immediate attontion of 
the Government.” 

The Hon’blo MAULVI MUSlIAkRAF IIITSAIN said 

”8ir, the Budget that has been presentcMl to tin' (h)uncil is one of 
ordinary income and expenditun*. The Biidpet is careful to show that tin* 
expenditure (b'cided upon is just necM^ssary to carry on tln^ work of administra- 
tion cHicientl^'. It has therefore left vt*ry little rcMnn b»r comment. In fact, 
th(‘ Budget is conspicuous by tin* abstmee of almost any (‘xpenditure set apart 
f<)r ariy gtmeral improvem(‘nt. Tin* probh‘ni for IDlb-l? Is tln‘n*fore oin* of 
standing still. For this we have to thank tin* terrible war that is raging in 
Euro|>% which has upset tin* economic condition of many (UMintrics and our 
case is thend’ore no (*xoeption. 


Forest. 

It is a inatt(*r for general satisfaction that tin* Provincial rev(*niies under 
tile principal heads havi* been incr(*asing year by yeardesjute the war, i*xcepl 
for tin' income from Forest. I am sorry to notice that tin' income under this 
head has fall(*n off consi<ierably during tin* last year and that there is little 
chanc(* of its recovery during tin' yi'ar under r(*vicw. If tin' Forest Ih'jiart- 
ment worki'd on a busin(*sslike | rineiph* this would n(*ver have' b(*uJi the 
case, as the prici* of iron, which, in many cast's is a substitute for sal timber, 
specially in the case of buildings, has bet'u tloubhul. If the Forest Depart- 
ment would for tin* futun* changt' their stereotyped way of working, lam 
sun* that tin' Del artiinml will succeed in increasing its income or at b*aHt 
succei'd in brin ,nng it up to its former level. 

Iifyistmtim. 

doming to the head liegiatration, I beg to rt'peat my retpiest to the 
authorities to count the fcrvices of sub-n'gistrars from Ihe date of their 
entering into the s(*rvice and not from the ilate of the n’org.misation of the 
Department, whi<*h is unjust and iinwjuitable. Tin' (pn'srion of mcn*asing the 
l>ay of the niuharriiN of this Departnn'iit was discussctl in this douncil many a 
timi*, and I again beg to bring tlie case of tln'st* unfortunate and hard-working 
people to the. notici' of the, authorititjs f<»r a favourabl j and early ('onsiilera- 
iion of tlu'ir grievances. 

Kdumiion. 

In reply to an iuti'rpellation made in this Council by the Hon’ble. Nawab 
8yed Ilossam Haidar Chamlhuri, Khan Bahadur, the Goycriimeiit ri'plie.d 
that there are now 1^7 high schools in the IVesideiicy wlnd'h are unabh* to 
obtain affiliation for want of funds and other nMsonH, as the Government are 
unable to contributi* their share at present for the improvement of these schools 
on account of the war. I venture to think that the Governm(‘nt should move. 
tlijR University to be lenient in its demands at present and to alter th(' Buies 
so as to meet the special circumstances created by the war. I beg to take 
the liberty of stating here that the object of all Govornmeiits is not the safety 
of life and property alone, but its first and forc.most duty is the elevation^ oI 
the ]<eople mentally, morally, economically and physically llni education, 
health and c mifort of individuals, as well as aoedeties and nations, should find 
their proper place i u th(' budget of any Government. When it was found that 
27 schools were suffering for want of funds, I slioidd have thought that it 
was the duty .of the Government to have inquired into these cases and hcdiM'd 
fihem. The plea that war stands in the way of obtaining 2 to 3 lakhs of 
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rupees for Lhosts sehools cannot and iiiiiHt not be allowed to liold good. If the 
Governintuit do not agrc'c to spend a few lakliH of rupees more for these infant 
institutions, the University should be compelled to be less exorbitant in its 
demands during war time. 


Communicuiiom, 

Turning to the j joint of communications. ] b(‘g to recjuest my friend the 
llon’ble Mr. Green to S(‘c- if be can in any way help the Indian Tea Planters 
of the Duars by goiii'^' to tlu^ locality liiniHcJf and obtaining an idea of what 
is wantiul from p(‘rsoiial obs(?rvation. If hci would only go tlicuv, the Indian 
Planters would. I am sure, be able to show him how nnKiju’ate their demands 
are and how easily they can be met by a few minor alt(*rations to the align- 
me,nts already decid(Ml upon.” 

The Hon’ble IIAmi SIJUKNDUA NATH HANKIMI said 
‘‘ Sir, 

TIkj hnperial budget has been di^scribed, and I take it, rightly describ"*d, 
as a war budget. Our budget, being a part of tln^ Imperial budget, hears u|X)n 
it traces of tlu' linancial stn‘SB and strain through which tluj Umpire, is 
now passing. Except perha])s in items here and th(‘r(‘, there is a contraction 
•of rt^veniK' and curtailment of i^xpcmditure. Dealing with the budgi^t, we, 
representing tin* educaUul community, feel tin* diHipoHt possibh^ interest 
in two itmns of (■xpmulitiire, vi/.., education and sanitalion, and we judge 
I he budg't by applying this test, and by so doing, I am conslraini*,d to say 
the n^sult is soiin^what disappointing, 'rimre has Ixmu) a conlra(;tion from 
y(‘ar to year in the grant for education. I will take the ligur(‘s for tin* last 
thn*e years, and I find that in IIH l-lo the actuals wi’re D2 lakhs. Whereas 
tln^ budget estimate for li)lh-l(> came up to Us. 1,05,02,00(1. tin* actuals for 
1015-10 wen^ a great deal ItJss than the budg(‘t (‘stimate of that year, bcung 
Us. 80,00,000, and thebudgi‘t for 1010-17 shows a still further decline^ being only 
Us. 80,H;bOOO. This decrease, a steatly decline in the provision for education, 
C()m|)ares unfavourably with a similar decline in other parts of India. [ have 
got the figures for the rest of India with me, and 1 will read them out for the 
information of the Council. In Uengal the budget (estimates an*, as I have 
just r(‘ad out for 1015-10,1 croreando lakhs, for 1010-17, Us. 88,.T1,(I(K). In 
llombay the Umlget estimates were for 1015-10, 70 lakhs, and tln^ (estimate for 
1010-17 amounts to 77 lakhs, that is to say, one lakh in excess of the 
pnu’ioiis year, whereas ours is 20 lakhs slnnt of the budget estimate for 
till* previous yi^ar. In Madras the budget estimates for 1915-10 amounted 
to 77 lakhs, whereas for 1010-17 they amount to 80 lakhs. In the United 
Provine<'s it was 07 lakhs for 1IH5-10, 01 lakhs for 1010-17. In the Punjab 
it was II lakhs for DH5-10, and 12 lakhs for 1010-17. In Purina it was 
.SI lakhs for 1015-10 and in 1010-17 it is practically the same. In 
Uihar and Orissa it was .37 lakhs for 1015-10, ami it is practically the 
same for 1010-17. In the Oentral Provima^s it was .34 lakhs for 1015-10, and 
.32 lakhs for 1010-17. In Assam it was 15 laklis for 101.5-10, and the same 
in 1010-17. Sir, that coiiiparisoii seems to me to he eminently unsatisfactory, 
and I think that we have legitimate grounds for ap;Jyiiig to the Government 
of India for an enhancement of the budget grant for l!»10-17 under this head, 
(httiiirig now to some of the detailed figures, under the head of Education, I 
lind that for the last three years there has heen a steady decline in the grajit- 
in-aid for secondary schools, and. Sir, the grant-in-aid system represents what 
I may say is the mainstay of the educ itional movemtuit of the province. We 
lind, turning to the bmlgt^, page 55, that the aetuiils Cor 1014-15 for graiits-iri- 
aid W(*re 31 lakhs. The revised estimate for 1016-17 was 20 lakhs and the 
budget estimate for 1016-17 is only Rs. 14,80, ()00. I find ilie sum provided for 
primary lulucatioii is a little over 2 lakhs of rupees, f am giving the figures 
in round inimbers. I am hound to say that primary education has not been 
making satisfactory j>rogn^sR in this province, and I fear that if. a comparison 
wore instituted between the growth and expansion of primary education 
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in Bengal, with the growtli and expansion of primary (Hluwitioii in other 
provinces, we will sufFor l)y that eonipariHon. The Uon’hle the llireetor of 
Public Instruction will b(* able to confirm me in this slati'inent. 1 do not 
think we are moving suliieiently fast, it sc'enis to im* that wo are ni(>ving 
more slowly than the other provinces. For the past two yi'ara wo have been 
told that funds arc wanted. - About two years ago the (iov(*rnment (>f 
Bengal subiiiitted certain proposals for the spread of primary education 
and 1 sliould like tf) know what has •been ilone. and whai stt'ps have been 
taken to give etfect to I hose proposals. I hope iny Hon’blu frimid tin' Director 
oC Public Instruction will be. abh‘ to give mt' a satisfactory answer regarding 
the points that I have just raised. A snni of o lakhs I notice has bo('n 
provided for the Bclgachia Me<lical School. I am glad that (lovernnn'nt havi' 
come to the rescue of that institution and are going to retl(‘em their promise. 
From the statements which havt' appeared in tln^ newH|>aperH, it a])pears 
that wo have only one qualified medical man on the r(‘gister to deal with 
26,000 persons, and tlu' number of our medical nnm ihumIs to lu* snpplemmjted. 
The Government of India have accepti‘d the resolulion moved by my friend 
the Iloii’ble Dr. M. N. Banorji totin' elf(‘ct tlmt. lower standard schools should 
be providetl for medical education for the beiielit of tin' rural popida lion. 1 
know that the Hon’ble (kilonol Edwards takes a deep ijitm-esl in this mattm*. 
and I hop(‘ and trust that under his auspices we shall soon have a large sum 
provided for medical schools of rliis standard, so that tlmy may meel the 
growing requirements of our population. Sir, I desire to rtder to some itt'ins of 
expenditure given on page 1. We find tin* sum of om* lakh of ru[) 00 H pr^wided 
for charges under the Ih'feinn* of India Act. I do not think J should In* doing 
justice to my own f('(dings, or (jf tlie community that I have tin' hoimur to rt'pre- 
sent in this Council, if I did not give t'XpreHsioii to the sense of iineaHiness— 

I was going to say the sense of nnnjst— (hat has b^en awakened owing to the 
large number of internnu’iits that have tikeii phuM* vvitbin the last b'W weeks. 
Only yestonlay the relative's of a persmi who has been interned (aime to me 
and want(‘(l to know the lu'ad and front of the ofl’miee lor which the young 
man had been interned. The young iiiaii has only reeentiy come i»ack fn)ni 
America and was carrying on a business. All of a HUihhm In* was arrested, 
his house searched and he now finds a place in the IVosideney nad. Nol'oiy 
knows of the charge against this young man and nob()dy knows wliat the 
offence is, Ido hope and trust that the Government will vouchsali* some 
information at least to I he relatives so as to allay their loi'lings. There is also 
another point which I desire to bring forward in this eonmrtion lor the 
coiishleration of Government. Some' at least ()l those who have been interned 
have been tin' brc'ad-winners of tlieir ramilios. I think that some* provision 
should bo niadt' for the maintenance of their families during the. perKKi nl 
iiite.rnmeiit. In 1908, when a number of people were deported, I know 
Government offered to maintain tbelr families. Tin* cases are analagous, and 
something of this kind should be <l me. 

In page 6, 1 find a provision of Ks. 7,0(M) for tin* distribntimi ol tlie 
weekly war news. I should like to know the nature of this weekly m;ws. 

do not know whether the mjwspapers cannot serve Hie same purpose, but I 
hnp(* the lion’blo member in charge will b(' able to givt* ns some informa- 
tion on that point. r find on the same pa <e that i.rovision has I.een ma.le 
for the coiiHtniction of a bungalow for the Assislant buiH'nntendent of 
Emigration at Goalundo, and Rs. 3,000 F(»r th.' removal of Ins furniture His 
ocen lation will soon be. gone becauso indentured labour is drxnned, an I J hope 
that within a measurahle distance of time it will altogether disapjiear. 

I find further on the sanu' page that provision is made for the repairs of 
certain appn)aclies to ferries and ferry ghats. I take it that the procewls 
of these ferries an^ appropriated by (ioverninent. If I am right in that 
assumption, I desire to renew my protest against the Govornment aiinoxiiig 
the proceeds of these ferrich, because they constitute a local fund, and 
should belong to the local holies. Their appropriation l-y the (loverninont 
Boemstome tobHinontiro conflict with the policy the Government have 
been Mowing for tl.c last few years. The policy of the Government is to 
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li<ilp i(K 5 al bodif^H out of provincial funds, but tlio process is rcworsod in this 
case. If Loual Scilf-Uovcriimont is to tlirivi* and prospcn* then local funds 
should 1)0 supploiruMiti'd, and Local Sclf-CiovorniiHuit cannot thrive and prosper 
if the Local (fovoriiment were to encroach upon thi domain of local finance. 

Kir, I find a sum of one lakh of rupees has been hiidjfj^ted for the 
development of industries and Its. .‘16,000 for tho maintenamjc of a Director. 
1 should like to know if tlie ap])ointmcnt has bee!) sanetionc^d by the (lovern- 
nient of Imlia. and if so, wlnm we may expect the Director to take charge of 
liis iluties. As regards tfie lakh of rupees for the develojunimt of industries, 
I shoid<l like to knew what has boon done to give, effeot to the resolution 
wJii<!h tin' (iovernnn*ijt accepted on my motion at the Legislative Oouncil 
hebi at Dacca in July last. The (lovtu-nineiit tln^n accepted my resolution 
that sp('e<iy ofFect be. givcm to Mr. Swan’s recommendation, and 1 shall be 
glad if t he jjon’ble member would be in a position to say what has be.en 
done in this direction. The public demands with unerring emphasis that 
(Government slioiild take an axitive part in tlie (mcouragement and develop- 
ment of our indiistric^s, and it is largidy in (bderenee to tiiat ftudin^ that the 
Industrial (h)mmission has been appointt'il by the (to\ eriimeiit of Imlia, and 
I understami that tin? Minto Drofessor of Kconomic.s. Mr. Hamilton, is to be 
d(‘pute.d to .Ia|)in to note how indiistri('s liave b(*en (b‘Vidoped by Sjatf‘ help. 
All this iiidi(!ates a departure in the policy of the (Jovernmeiit. and J liopi? 
that my hon’ble. friend will be able to give ns an assuramM* that something 
real, something deKnit(‘, som(d.hing substantial will ImmIouc for tbe dev(dop- 
ment of on r industries. 

()in‘ won! more and I have done. 

I (h?sire to call attention to the question of malaria. My hon’ble friend 
to my right* moved a resolution in this Oouncil in wliiith ln‘ r(‘eommended 
that a grant of a lakh of nijiees should be made for the jin'ventien of malaria. 
That r(?solution was not ac(?e| ted by the member in charge, lie was howiner 
gocnl enough to tell us that if de.hnite proposals were forthemning tlu're would 
be no ditticully in tin? way of money. It S(*ems to uw that my hon’bh? friend 
plac(‘s the res|)onsibilily on tin* wrong should<*rs altogether. I do sul)mit tliat 
it is for the Oovernment and not for the representativt^s of popular opinion to 
conn* forward with delinite proposals for the prev(*niion of malaria, and it is 
for tin* (loverninent t(' formulate such schemes. I know thal^ (lovern- 
iiient will have to rely upon its experls and I hope that we shall not 
havi? to v/ait till doomsday. We have b(*en waiting long, simu* 1861 when 
the epidemic lirst broke out. At the present monn'iit it seems In me that 
then? are various conllic^ting views, and some d(K*tors are of opinion 
that (jortain things have to be done, ainl ol hers that certain other things 
havi* to be doin? to get rid of malaria. Dr. Ilenth*y is in favour of tlie 
system of" what is known as bona fiaone — which is a double systi'm 
of irrigation and sanitation. It has bi'eii found to be succi'ssful in Italy. 
It may bi* trii’d lu'n*. At any rate, Sir, it is a matter of the first impor- 
tance that something real and sonn*thiiig d(*finit(* should be done, and 
that our ett*orts should not be paralysed by the conllicting views of experts 
holding dilFeront opinions on thesubj(*ct. Public opinir)n is growing impatient, 
and I ])resunu? that tin* attitude of the Governmi'iit must also be the same. 
The (TOVernuM'nt must syinpathisc* with this attitude of public opinion. In 
this matter we havi? wait<*<l long enough, and we wafft. that some experiment 
should be tri(?d — b?t it be in a limited area. L(*t an annouiicomcnt be made 
in this matter, and I hop(* that my hon’ble friend the member in charge will 
be able to t(?ll us that (Govnniment are fire) ared to take definite steps aftd 
that this work will be taken in hand in the course of a month or so.” 

Tho llon’blc MAHARAJADIIIRAJA BAHADUR OF BURDWAN said 

*‘Kir,— I do not propose to take up the time of tho Council for long. 
1 only wish to refer to tw*o items. Turning to the head Medical, 1 
find a provision for tho Sambhu Nath Pundit Hospital for lady doctors and 
thtm in anotli(*r place 1 find a revised provision for the establishment of 


The llun’ble Rai lUdfaa Charan Pal Bahadur. 




1916.] 


281 


The Budget. 

Mahgmja Bahadur of Hurdwan ; Bahu Vjf^iulra Lai Bag. 

nurses, lady suptn'iniendeiits, etc. I do not know how the mirsinjj systiMii 
works in Calcutta, hut I think th<‘ time has come for the (Jovernment to 
consider whether these nurses in the male wards of mui'asHal liospitals 
really the ideal thiiejf to have. I rather think that the Hurijeon-lieiieral will 
agree with me that the matter wants (smsidoration. Persenally, if I had to 
he admitted to a hospital, ] would much rather liavt* male attendants than 
female nurses, an I I think that the stmiiment regarding nurst^s in male 
wards is a thing that has never Iumui thoroughly coiisidertMl hy < lovin-ninent. 
By all means have nurst^s in female W'ards and lemah^ hospitals, and as for 
the matrons they should nol he kept in male wards, for Ihey an* a perfect 
iiuisama* so far as my experi(mce goes. VVdjat I really want to do, is to draw 
the attention of tin* (lovernment and the Suiveini-Ueiieral to this matler, 
now that we are takin u)) the question of a nursing estahlishmeiit in earnest, 
as to whether or jiol experiments should h(« made in the mufassal hospitals to 
substitute the nurses hy compounders who woul I take up as much as it 
is possible fora mah^ nurse and attiuid to the mah' wards in mufassal hospitals. 

I am all for tln^ atipointtiKmt of nurses in fem.ah* hospitals, hut I think tin* 
Indians, at lt‘ast a large mimh(‘r of them, would ])refer In havt* male 
attemlanis in mah* wards. 

Turning now to the provision m:i<h‘ for municipalities, I would likt^ somi' 
of the members of tin* (J )vernment tt> go inlot’ie mufassal this y«'ar particu- 
larly to find out how h;nl tin* clust is in a gooil number of the mufassal towns 
in H( 3 ugal, ami 1 think that while we all welcome tln^ grant for drain.ig^ and 
other sanitary schemes, in mufassal towns in Bengal, the (iovernim*nt should 
c.onsidi'r as to whether oi not, in towns wdiere there are already w.iler-works, 
it will he possible to devisi' scinmies for laying unliltered walcr in tliose 
towns, not only t<j allay tin* dust, hut at tin* same lime hy allaying tin* dust, 
to check a certain amount of disease which owes its origin to dust. I think 
if the (h»veinme.nt were to consuler this matter in some mulassal towns at 
any rate, and if the Government were prejiare l to make a grant, the rest 
of the amount could he found by tin* municipalities with the aid of 
(‘iiterprising gentleiinm (»f the town. 

Th(‘se ari‘ tlic iinly t wo matl.crH I wIkIi to liriiig lorwani ln-foio tin- 
(ioviTiiinoiit. Tlicro is notliiiijj cIhc in llio liii(lfr<‘t Hial n.illn for ilisiaisHion 
or criticism, as everyone knows it is a war Innljret. 


The llon’hle ItAliU IH'ENDUA LAL IJAY said 

“ Sir, I in't; to offer a few remarkw on tlio I5ii(lj.et now hofore iih. 


hirlK awl I’ilohiye. 

Wo are grateful to the fjovernnieut for oontimiing the pant of 
Rh. l,50,t)(Kt to the Port of ChitUigoug. It is true that even if fiinda are 
nvailahle it is not luwaibloat present to obtain amAhor Hiiitahlo dredger for 
the port, the miccSBity for wliich is recognisod hy the Rengal tiovern- 
meiit and the (jovoriimoiit of India. It is hoped that this will not he lost 
sight of and the port will he wjuipped with this most iirgently-mssled 
roquiremout as soon as opportunities offer theiusolves. 


Salutation and Water-mpjdy. 

■ I am glad to note that a sum of Us. 57,4.54 has been hudgeto<l for 
the Tippera District Boanl for excavation of tanks. The necoHS|ty for goi^ 
water-supply cannot he overestimated and the money allottod will no doubt 
be usefully spent. It is hoped tliat in tlie iieiir fntiia' steps will be taken 
for suiiplying filtered water to the residents of tlie town of O.igiilla by the 
estalilishment of suitable water-works. I regret to find, liowover, that the 
sum of Rs. 60,000 budgeted last year for tho Ubamlpur water-supply scliome 
does not find a place in tho Budget under review. A sum of Rs. 10,2(H) only 
has been provided for the pay of the European Engineer- becretary for the 
Chittagong Municipality against the sum of Rs. at»,0W provides] last year for 
this purpose as well as for the sanitary in^rovement of the town of Cliittagong. 
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Education. 

Ill tlir; aljH(3nco of (IntailH, it ig not possiltlo to aRcertain whether the 
roeoininHiiilatioiiH for tho atKIiatioii of the Chitta^oii^ College in certain suhjectH 
will be given etfect to in the corning year. The HUCceRR of an ever-incroaRing 
nuinlan* of Htu lentH at. the Matriculation and Intermediate (3xamination8 from 
year to year juntitieH the propoHinl aftiliatioiiH without any further Iohr of time. 

Medical. 

The Jiudget provid(3S for an addition of llupeeH one takh under the head 
Medical to the aiiioniit of Rk. 27,25,(MK> appearing in the Amended Draft 
Financial Statement and thin increase will materially helj) in bringing about 
dt'Hired improveiiKUitH. 

There in a feidingin certain fjiiart(n*H that rmd and water communicationR 
in many diRtrIctK are given minor consideration in comparison with sanitation 
and tulucatiou. In fact, in many places then* are good roads without 
proiJcr bridges and bridges without dectmt roads, while in others neither 
roads nor hridg(*s worth the name ('xist at all. d’hcRc are, no doubt, h)cal 
matters ; hut ] am voicing the opinion of many in saying that more attention 
should he paid to tlic (question of lietter communications, which is the 
])rimary ohj(*ct for which road and public works cess(‘s are levicnl. The 
answ(U' to my (juestion in the year 1914 about tln^ amounts roceivod as 
iwenne, tax ami fecR, ami the amounts s])ent on public works, education 
and sanital ion did not show the exact proportiem of revenue to expenditure 
for each division ; and in this respect also there is a heli(‘f in C(?rtain quarters 
that Honu! plactes ppd. b(*tter consideration than others. A Rtatement that 
an (iven distril)Ution is nnuh* in these matters wdll certainly relieve the 
minds (4 many. 

1 lind at pag(^ *1 of the Budget that a sum of Rs. 25,00,000 has been 
(*armarked out of the closing l)alance for tlu^ Ranchi Lunatic Asylum. It iB 
nol uiiderst<MKl why this (ioV(‘rnment should contribute such a big amount to- 
an unde] taking af Ramdii. It ap])ears from the sju^ech of the llon’bie 
(^)lonel Kdw^ards in intnKluciiig the ihidgid that tht‘ work has been postpoiu 3 d 
owing to * financial stringency.’ 


Agriculture. 

1 must thank tlu^ (loverninent for the far-reaching work that is being 
<lom* by the Department of Agriculture in the intnKluction of new crops, 
notably .])(]tat(M*s, in finding out th(‘ inanurial requirements of the soil and 
in improving th(< local strain of the diflerent cro] s of the cultivations. 
1 have btu*n watching the results very carefully and am glad to set< that the 
Goveriitnent are nfttu* all taking prep(*r steps for the improvement of the 
matm*ial condition of the | eople. ('ommercial improvements cannot be 
effected without iinprov<‘inent of the agriculture of the country. It is only a 
truism to say that agriculture is th*' foundation of all commerce and manufac- 
ture. It is tln*nd’on» necessary that the Government should not try to reduce 
the expimditure (»f this llepartnient (*xcept under v(*ry great financial stress. 

Tlie public had, 1 am serrry to observe, hardly any confidence in the 
workings of the D(*partment, but under the regime o^its present Director the 
poli(!y I ursiied by him has appeah*d to the people and they are beginning to 
realise th(* g<r(*at bemdits they might obtain from this Department. I would, 
therefons suggest that the present staff, especially of those who -come ipto 
close personal contacd with tin* raiyats — 1 mean the demons trators^-fshould 
be furtlier increas(Hl. This means an increase of Rs. 20 per month per man, 
wdiich should not be gnidged. 

DistriLution of new seeds and manures requires finance, which miglii be 
securtMl l)y ofgauisijjfij agricultural co-operative societies. It is satisfactory 
to note tlic j)rogre8s alreinjy uiad.e by the co-operative credit societies ; and 
agricultinr ought to recem? its pfoper share of attention. It seems tome that 
the prganisatitui of the Department is defective. It is simply a money credit. 
The money, is very often not utilised for the purpose for which it is^^ikieant. 
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The defect is due to sopavatiou of the two Departments, which should l*e 
cloBely connected. The do-operative Dejiartnient should he under the control 
of the Department of Agriculture which has hardly any voice at prc'sent in 
the working of the rural co-operative hanks, and without this ccuitrol no real 
work can ho done. In all other countries and particularly in (hinada and the 
States this is an integral part of the Dej artnient of Agriculture. If the same 
system is introduced here the exp(uiditure may he further reduced. 

I have 8(*on the •Divisional seed store and am glad that it has Ikmmi 
started. The public wanted such a central depot whore manure's and 
implements are readily available. Ihit this should be further developcHl. 
There should he an agriculhiral niiiKeum and library in connection with the 
Divisional seed stem*. This museum may contain all the difterent varietit^s 
of crops, the spucimens of insect posts and diseases, the nu'tlKMls of combat- 
ing the diseases and posts, colh'Ction of lumeficial insects and birds which 
are to bo preserved and multiplied and of injurious insects and birds whicli 
are to bo destroyed. 

The lni])erial ollicers of the Do|jartinent an\ 1 Ixdieve, pla(Msl on th(‘ 
sami* status and footing with thos“ f)f the other Departnnmts, viz., educa- 
tional and scientific. Ihit tin' lot of tin' Provincial ofticers who havi' to do a 
gcKKiiileal of sedentilic as well as (‘xecutivi^ work is otherwise. They should 
have the same status and pay as the memberb of tin* Postal and Telegraph 
8ervic()s. 


(Hrand Tmnk ('nmil Project. 

I am glad t(» obstn-vt* thal the (Jraiid Trunk f’anal project has beim 
' at last UKKlified by this (Jov(‘rnment mihdi on the linos imlicati'd in my 
]»rflfviou8 spoeeht^s. 1 venture to say that the s<dienie us motliiiiul has l>ei*n 
greasy appn^ciatcsl by the Indian commtu*eial eomniunity. 

Noakhali. 

A definite^ pi'onnuncemont with regard to the fate of tin* town ol Noakhali 
will relieves the present state ol uiictn'tainly in the minds ol the inhabitants 
of the district. 

In conclusion, 1 (h^sin^ to t‘Xpress tin* gratitude of the, inhabitants ol the 
Chittagong l)ivisi(ai to this (lovernment lor tin* assistanct* given to the 
distressed ])eoi)le ol tlu' Tippera and Nocikhali <listri<*ts by grants and agii- 
culturul loans during the last scarcity- The rebel oj)erations wore, started 
by the local authorities amongst whom the name of >lr. Lang, the thon 
Commissioner of th(‘ Chittagong Division. «l3S(n-v(‘s spi'cial mention, and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Deatson Dell in comp my with them visited the distresse 1 areas 
at great personal discomfort ; and but lor this assistance and the charity of 
the public many human lives would havi* been lost. 

The Kori'ble UAI HARI MOHAN CHANDRA DAII ADD R said 

^^Siv,—Tho Dudget for 1916-J7 is. as it must be, under the existing state 
of things and I have nothing to say on it as a whole. Rut I have 
something to say on the grants for sanitation and the money utilized 
. by us. 

Wo -^a^* from the replies given by Government to the /^uostionjS put. 
at the meeting of the Council held in SeptemlMT last by the.. Hon Wc 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray, that, so far back as February, 
two years ago. Government gave definite instructions to it he Di^riofc Boauls 
how to spend the prexjoeds from the Public Works f/t|ft8,j^na yet there 
was a huge balance in their hands at the end of the yj5A^ 1944-15. 

And we see from the reply given by the Hon’blo Mr. K. C. Do on 
March to the Hon’blo Mr. B. Chakravarti’s ijuestion that the, total 
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jrrant ft)r Hanitation Hincn tins yoar 11)11 Ui» to aiuonutoJ to 

al)out 75 lakliH of rupcc^a in round figiiroH, out ol' whioli wo havo utilized 
about 25 lakliH only, i.e., al>“iit one-third of the total ^rcant. 

What in the explanation for this failure, to utilize the jg^rant to the fulloKt 
extent ? 

It is said that if the Distriet JioardH are adequatelytodiK(;hargetheir 
reepoiiKihiliticiH in re^^ard to sanitation, their eonstitution should he enlarged 
and there should he a preponderance of eh^ctt'd ineini'ers on tlie Hoards who 
wouhl h(^ in eh)H(^ touch with hn^al wants and IckmI opinion. Jhit, iny Lord, 
whih* fidly ac(juI('Hcing with tin? views of those whodoinand an j'lecdive luajority, 
(dioseii hy the non>r)tlieial nifnid)erH of the Snh-district or Local lioards, I do 
not h<'li(*ve that an cdective, majority only would he an elFectual riMiiedy. In 
my opinion something mon^ is iKM^ossary. 

I agree with tJie Knglishutnti and the Stafeshtati as to what tlu'y said in 
tlnnr issues of May 10th and May 5th, 1915, respectiv(‘ly, on tln^ point and 
crave your Lord8hi|)’8 i)(u*mission U> (juot(^ th(‘ passagcis : — 

1'Im‘ lingltshman said — ‘ It is all Yio*y well to [)ass lon^ resolutions 
hreathing a gem^roiis sj)irit of ollicial siirren h'r, hut unless then* is an authori- 
tativi^ h(xly which will carvct out for (^aeh province a jiolicy of int(*Iligent 
advancinncnt and H(‘(^ tliat munieipa]iti('s and Local Hoards conform to R()mi^ 
(dennmtary standards of etliciem^y, Local (fovm-miient in India will hcciiuio a 
colossal and ex| (jnsivi' mosaic, of muddle. TIjc (lovin'iimiail of Imlia seems 
to agns^ wdth the l)(*cont ralization (commission that Divisional Oommissioners 
and ()th(‘r local officers Nvill provide*, all tin* guidama', that is n(‘Ci^ssary ; hut 
this must b(^, in tin* nature of thin >'s, a variahh* and iinc(*rtain kind of gnid-. 
anci*, sincti Jiivisional ( 'ommissioners are fr(*(iiu‘nily changing, wdiereas a local 
Govi*rnment Hoard w’ould liavc^ a setth'd and continuing policy govinmed hy 
well-deHned ncrnlations. it could <leal authoritatively with tin' local hotly 
thac in'gh'cts its duty as well as with tln^ local holy that exe«*e(ls it. Likt^'’'tiie 
L(K;al (lOVCM-nnn'iit Hoard at Wdiitehall, it should he jin , official body forming 
an integral part of tln^ L(»cal (TovcM-nnnmt and composed, as far as prHsihh^ of 
umn specially qualilied hy experience and knowledgt* gaine I in otlnn* oountri(*H 
as W('ll as India to deal with (*very hraii<*h of tlu' intricate* and vitally import- 
ant jirohltuns of Local (Live'rnment. For sindi a holy tlnu’e is immense scojm' 
in India for soliil and henelicial work for the community. It would re))Iace a 
sj'stem at tin* mercy of spasmodic, resolutions and i‘rratic inicrh'n'nct'S.’ 

T\u> Statesman said — * Unfortunat('ly, tin* idi^a of est ihlishing a Local 
(lovi'rmnent Hoard in tnich ])roviiic<' w\ns condemned hy the Decentralization 
Commission, with whose fiinling all I In* LiKjal (Jovernments ari* in agreement. 
Much may he said, how'cver, for tin* vii'w tliat, suidi a Hoard is a rt'al 
iit'cessity in a country which has no sanitary policy and lew good mo lels to 
work hy, and tiiiu' wall probably show that, wdthout this stimulus from above, 
no reforms in the jiowers or composition of the District Hoards will Ix' of 
much avail.' 

On April 2nd, 191H, I said something similar, viz., tliat there should 
lie a central authority to systematically deal w’^ith matters of watc'i-siipply, 
sanitation and nuuHcal relief of the Provin(;n ani|^ on iluno 4th of that year, 
submitted to Sir William Duke a note re tommending (lovernment to create a 
central authority with a wdiole-time President of the ])Osition of a (Jomrnis- 
sioner. 

Sir William did not commit himself to an opinion as to the pfoper machi- 
nofy that'-shonld he created, hut 1 understood from his words that he’" thought 
that with a greatly increased exponditun* on wuiter-supply and sanitation it 
would he*h^‘rj^Ie to develop some six'cinl machinery to look after it. 

As the word. * cenU*ar» might he construed to mean centralization of 
work against the seheini^ of decentralization, I submitted to Oovernment, on 
ilujy 26th, 1915, a note sgggesting that the Sanitary Hoard might bo enlarged 
with a whole-time President of the position of a Commissioner. 
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Government liav(‘ been ])lea8eil to enlarge tho Sanitary lioard by the 
addition of threo non-(»lb(iiaI members f)f tlie Uouiicil. Hut, Sir, as I 
said on April 2m I. 1914, and on April (Itli, 1916, unless tin* Sanitary H(wrd 
is fiirtlj(?r widened and vesttul with pow(*r8 to supervise elbHitually the 
workings of t.lie District Ho irds and Municipalities in matters of saiiitati )n, 
water-supply and medical relief an 1 to com|)el eilectual sreps to be taken to 
■ utilize the grant which Government makes for the purpose, matters will 
remain very much wliore tliey are. 

Ill the circumstances, my Lord, 1 again take the liherty of ri'commmiding 
to Governnujut that the Sanitary Hoard ln^ further <Milarged hy the addition 
of some more noii-otlieial Indians with a whoh'-timn Pr(‘sident wlio should lx* 
an oHiem* o# the ])osition of a Gommissijnun*. If is highly desirahle that 
geiitlennni fainiliir with the districts or groups of districis and tln*ir 
resixictive neixls ainl an* n‘si(lents thennn shoiild be addl'd as memh(*rH. 
Such men vvoiild hav(i a sort of s^'ll-interest in improving I he sanitation of thinr 
localities. 

To the enlarged Sanitary Hoard thus created slnmld he specially assigni'd 
I lie duty of : — 

(i) advising the Distiict Hoards and Mnnicijialitii's as to the drawing 

up of sidimnes for the sanitary improvenn'iit and medical relief 
of, and for the ]irovision of an improvi'd vvater-siijiply for, 
the ari'as coinjirised within the, ir jurisdictions, and 

(ii) subseiiueiilly ad\ ising the l(H;al bodii‘s to give elleiit t«) any of the 

schenitis aforesaid to which Government sani'lion may be 
accord (*d. 

The allotmimts for water-supply are not fully utilisiMl, because the 
District Hoards gi'iiorally insist on payment of one-third of the costs of 
ri'-BXeavation and the proprietors are generally not in |iositioii to do so. If 

statistics be taken, it will, I bi'lK've. be found that in only a small niimbi'r of 

cases full costs are paid by the Hoirds. Then the tanks so ri'-excavated an* 
negh’cted and no supervision is kept over them. 

Silted (dianni'ls reijuire re-e\cavatiou both for irrigatitni and supply of 
drinking water, and it is a truism t«> say that tin* suitable supply of stajile Ibo 1 
grains is a check on malarial fever. The instance of the K len (Jaiial System 
is notable as showing the use of keep ng up natural water courses. It is trui* 

that physical caiisi's tend to diminish this sour •(• of watc.r-supj)ly. In Dedtaic 

Hcngal silt deposits in water (channels are unavoidabli*. but art should Indp 
in keeping them u]). 

Sir, W(' were told that tlie District Hoards and railway authorities 
were required to keej) the siih* lands of the railway lines and the District 
Hoard roads in sanitary condition. How far have they done so? We have 
no informal ion on the [loint, but any traveller will isee that the side-lands 
arc gonertally in as insanitary condition as ever. There is no proper 
supi'rvising agency.” 

The Hon’blo KAI RADHA GlIAKAN PAL HAHADlIRsaid 

“Sir, — Last year, when the 15udget was introduced, we ha 1 ho|)ed tlmt 
• before wo resumed the discussion of the Hudgi't of the su.iciu'ding year, the 
disastrous war in which our Sovereign ha." been forced to take part for the 
safety of our great I'lnpire, and for tin*, righi of existence and friHMiom of 
smaller nations would have conn^ to an en 1. Hut oiir hop *h h ive not yet liecn 
realised although wo are consoled to find unmistakahle signs of tlie approaching 
end of this dire conflict resulting in the glory and triuinph of tll(^ Hritish 
arms and her Allies. In the circumstances wo must submit to the mandatif 
of the Government of India to limit the total expenditure within the 
estimated revenue and not to encroach upon the Provincial balances. The 
estimate J receipts being Rs. 6,20,04,00) and the estimated exftcnditure being 
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Rh. 6,17,97,000 and tlio halanco Rs, ^,07,000 would appoar, even according to 
the onh^rs of the (toverninent fd India, still available for Provincial expendi- 
ture. I fail to underscaii 1 why this sum nhotild he set aside to swell the 
closing balance and not utilised to me(?t the pressing demands of the country. 

Sir, I reiterates iny suggestion that th(‘ Finance (vO!nmitt<*e of this 
(louncll should Im^ made a more iiH(^ful body, and that the Hoirble Members of 
thisl/ouncil he invited to particiiwte more effectually in the financial adminis- 
tration of the coinitry. This can be done by making tlie Finance ( ^mimittoG 
a Standing < Joimnitteii of the ( ’oimciL Without knowledge of the departmental 
budge^ts and witluMit any insight into the affairs of (lovernment no member of 
this (Joini(;ii, how(‘v<n* k(Mni and assiduous he may Ih^ in his labours to help 
the (lovt^rnineiit and to inter|)ret the needs, the wants and v^slies of tlm 
peopl(‘, can bt' of much iis(^ in rendering such Indp. In tin' ai)S(nice of such 
an insight into d(‘tails. not a few iU'tns in the Huilget art' unintelligible and 
the ade(iiia(\v and the inade<piac!y of the grants are not umlerstofxl. (Jriticisms 
arc th(‘.rofo^^ not unoften ill-din*(ited and misinfornn'd and much misunder- 
standing and misconception prevail. How long is this stati' of things to 
continue? How long shall we be kt*| t on tin; outc'r fringes of tin* financial 
affairs of the country? Rritisli (lOVernment is a j)rogn‘risivi‘. Glovernmenl. 
l^Y^ress is the law of lih* in all human affairs and 1 d(no>utly hop(^ that 
tlu^ (iov«n*nment will, before His Excellency lays down tlie reins of his high 
office, mak(^ a distinct advance* in o; ening a largeo* spht'n* of utility and 
usofuIncHK i(j tlie Finance Oommittece which is at pres(‘nt called into being 
once a year to give a formal approval to a cul-and-dried statenii'iit. 

Turning to the Rudget itself, f find tluit in the closing balance of 
Rs. 2,00,97,000. there arc some items, viz., balanc * of eliscretionary grants, 
balance of linpeerial grants in respect of Police, Sanitation and Education 
which I do not quite follow. May I inquire what was the original grant and 
how much has 1 )(m*ii spent np to date? Then* are sonnMtc'ins in the g(*noral 
ladministratioii such as ehargos for the distribution of W(‘e,kly war news 
(Rs. 7,000), lump provision for an additional Secretary (Rs. 6,000;, subscrip- 
tion to tin* Moslem Hitaishi (Rs. 9,516) which 1 should like explained. 

Excise, 

I find it is stall'd in paragratdi 35 on the expenditure sidi*, that 
miseidlaneous ine.nvisi^ under the lieading Refunds and Drawbacks for J 915-10 
is due to Hpi3eial refunds of licc’iise fees to excise shojis in Calcutta. I belii*ve 
it is due to the closing of some excisi* shops in Calcutta. If so, how many 
shops were closed and what amount was refunded ? Or is then^ any other 
cause for the refund of license fees ? 

Jails, 

In paragraph 46 it is statinl that a lump provision of Rs. 50.000 lias 
been. made for rt'vision of warders’ establisliiiient. Is this for the increase of 
salaries or for additional establishments ? If for tht* former what is the 
increase* contemplated ? A sum of Rs. 25,000 is put down for temporary 
accomimxlation to meet the overcrowded conditions hi several jails. 1 do not 
know Avlndlier this sum is sufficient ; if so, may I inquire what is the sort of 
accomimxlation to be provided and in how many jails? 

Police, 

I welcomt' tlie increased allotment to the Presidency police, to tho 
additional European police in tho trading quarters of Calcutta and tho 
creation of a third armed company. I dt) not grudge any legitimate expendi- 
ture in strengthening tho police, having regard to the exceptional situation in 
which we are placed. May I inquire why the grant for village police which was 
Rs, 27,0(M) in the revised estimate of 1915-16 is put down at Rs. 6,(K)0 in the 
year 1916-17? In connection with tho police 1 should like to say a few 
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words. Tlio police, notwithstanding alfeits faults, riMiiiiivs tln^ moral Hupj)ort 
of all true widl-wislu'rs of the oounii^. TlH‘re are gi^id imui as W(dl as 
had in the poTic(' — had men who bring the administration into conteiiipt and 
alioiiato the feelings and sympathy of the pc'ople. For some years past, 
the fiOViTument have Ix'en awaktaied to the evils wrought hy these num. 
Tln^y appointed commissions, they hav(^ mad(^ iii(]uiri(*s, and one thing has 
conn' out most prominently as the result of these' imiuines and i»iv(*stigalions 
and that is the necessity for largen* employnn'iit of eelucated young men 
of respectahle families and enhano«mient of tlndr prospi'cts on a j)ar with 
their European hrethnui in the service. What has been df»ne in that direc- 
tion ? What is the maximum pay and (uiiolumenls to which tin* Indian 
officers can asj ire and how many in tin* whoh* service have' he(‘n promoted to 
that pay? As (Orientals, W(' are no doubt flattered and hononr(‘d to receive 
Uai SS'liihs and Hai Hahadurs and hhehds and presi'iitations, hut W(‘ want 
substantial o. enings for our countrymen in the higlier grades of the sc'rvice 
on th(‘ same tc'rms with tin' Europeans. I am |»roud ‘to say that onr 
countrymen can sliow l>y iheir (h'votion, loyalty and sacrifice' that tlmy 
deserve as much consideration as their Europi'an confrem in the sm’viee. 
I am proud to say such men an* not ran* in tin' polici' service. Some* 
of them have giv(m their lives and many of tinnn, wlmm I know personally, 
arc prj'i ar('(l to di(‘ for the GovernnuMit and th(' peoph* whom they are 
commissioned to j)rot('ci. I |)ray that the (lovernnnmt will he ph'asiMl to 
popiilarisj' tin' polict* s(‘rvic(' in tin' country and to attract tin' Ix'St nn‘n and 
tin* best talents. In this coiirn'clioii, may I inquire' what is tin' n*sult of 
the dejmtation of .Mr. (lourlay on special duty ? 1 hope (lovi'minent will 

take lh(' peo])li' into their contidenci' soon. 

Education. 

Much has hci'ii said on e<lncation ; mucli will lx said on education 
hy several me-mhers ; hut I wish to return to my annual cry for improvi'iiient 
ol primary wducation. Mind last year that tin' Budgi't (Irani on |»rimary 
('(lucation was nuluced from Ks. 9,25,00) to Ks. 1,82,000. May I impiire 
what is the eausi* of this gre.at reduction ? Again 11s. 9,25,f O') is (*ntered 
in this year’s Budget ; I do not know wht'ther it will vanish in tin* revist'd 
estimate. Will thejnihlie Ix' favoured with some <letails as to how tin' money 
is prof'osed to he spent ? Similarly with regard to femah* education only 
a paltry sum of Ks. 80,000 has been hiidgt'ted. Last yi’ar ilie llon’hle thi' 
Director of Public lnstructi(»n staled that as reganis primary t'ducation as 
a wdioh? he W'as ‘ profoundly dissatisfied.' He saiil In* had deputed two of his 
best officers to stmly tin' conditions, to survi'y the jirohleni and to put 
forward practical proposals and at a later stage In' intended to ask tin' 
Goverjinn'ut to apfioint a (’)onjmitteo to consider the whole (picstion. May 
I inquire what piv^ress has hec'ii made ? 

The IJon’hlc Mr. Ilornell last year remonstrahxl against the suggestion 
of some members that more money is s|)ent on insp<'ctions than on actual 
w‘ork. Like my Hon’hh* friend the Viee-(lhanc<'llor of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity I could, while acknowledging the value? of diri'Ction and inspection in the. 
field of education, like to know how much was spent on the inspectahle 
commodity as compared with tin* cost of dinxjtion and insjH'ction. I know 
the Hon ’hie Mr. Hornell is sincc'rely anxious to place ])rimary education on a 
finn and satisfactory basis. I fully ajipreciate the goo 1 work of some of the 
inspecting officers, hut 1 am afraid tin? wheel of prorress is moving very 
slowly. In connection with Calcutta, I moved in rhis Connell last year 
for a special grant. From my personal knowledge, I know tliat the state 
ot aftairs in Calcutta is simply deplorable. Ovt?r and over again have I urgeAl 
both in the Council and (dse. where for a thorough ov 'rhanling of th(' systt'in 
of primary education in (’alcutta. The want of money was the sturnhling 
i)lock in the way. Tin' Calcutta Municipality cannot spend money on 
education. They are crciitures of statute. They have their statutory functions 
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and their Htatutory lundH. Unlike Bpibay they Iiavenot got the excise duty, 
the tobacco tax and the octroi duty in addition to rates and taxes at their dis 
jKwal. Tljt! gnmi of a few rupe^es to soiiu' of the pdhmlaa^ w\i\(i\i grant 
now ainountH to ncv.irly Rh. 80, 000, is tin* oiitcoiiK^ of an appeal of Sir 
Qurudas Bailor jce in th<‘ Bengal (Jtmncil for continuance, of the grant-' of their 
Kh. 3,00) ro the jiifhsfila of the then Sulmrban Municipaliti(‘S which 
was th(‘n about to b(‘. ainalganiated with ('ahnitia A single line was 
InserlcMl in tiie Act, giving discretion to the (corporation to make, grants 
for th(^ promotion of jirimary ^ud technical (uliication ; and to-day the 
grant nearly amounts to Rs. 80,000. Tin* (iovernmeiit must come to the 
rescue of jirimary Incatioii in Oalciittca. 11ie recent n'port of Mr. J. N. 
Roy, who took ii|) th) work of ins ioction of pathailus an I schools in (Calcutta 
from my Ilon’ble friend Mr. !)»*, whose notes arc full and interesling. 
show that ])ro,)er faciliti(‘s do not exist for edmiation of tin? boys %)f the 
poori'i* and middle class. As re,garils the habitations. Mr. Roy almost t^clioes 
what I said last year and what I have often said. I (jiiotc Mr. Roy’s worde — 
‘An ill-bght(si and ill-ventilated room in a private* pwr.i bousi*. or an 
equally objeclionable room but with a tiled roof ; a niiinlier of boys huddled 
logetln*!* sitting in sonn* cases, on b(*nclnfK and in sonn^, on tin* Hoor, but 
all alike, shouting at the toji of their voici^s ; a gum, unodiicatiMl and un- 
trained, but (letermim'd to (*ke out a living for himself, dozing at the desk — 
this is the*, jiictun* of an ordinary priinaiy se’iool.’ Clan anyb(Mly dream that 
in such habitations ami in such environment and undt*r such instructors 
education can d(*.velo.*, and yoim boys can be brought up with a hi^althy 
mind and a h(*alt hy b<Kly ? 

Turning to femah' oducatitin, I again voiet* tin^ disajijiointment of my com- 
munity that nothing has yet b(*en jiractically done, to solve the problem of 
fiunale (‘ducat ion in tin* Rrovinci*. 1 am din^(‘tly intm‘(*st(‘d in (Calcutta. 
Altbough, then^ an* certain well-eonstructisi girls’ sithools here in the city, 
which s(‘rv(( tin* piirpos(‘ (»f high education, thi‘re is, as tin* Hon’ble 
Mr. Horn(*ll adinitt(\l last y<'ar. a ' lanuMitabh* lack of ])ro|)(‘r primary and 
middle schools for the orthodox class.’ I fei'l a sense of despair at tin* jirosjiect 
of realising the hojie that substantial advance* will Im' madi* in our g(‘n(*ralion 
to allord faedities for tlnur (Mlucation. TiUst year, the llon’bh^ Mr. Ilorm*!! 
said : ‘ I agree with the' Ilon'ble ]\Ieinber in thinking that the cpiestion of 

I he jiosil ion of schools for the lower and middle class of girls in Oalcutta 
is one of gri’at urg<*ncy and importam*e.’ JSoim* ray of Iiojxm’s raised in our 
mind by liiis true appn*ciation of tin* position of f(*.inale education in ()ah‘.utta 
by tin* lltin’ble J)irector. but ‘ hojie deferred maketh the heart sick.’ Mr. Roy 
in his n‘j)ort states that tln^ facilities for (*ducation of Hindu girls art^ 

‘ extr(*nn^ly limiti'd ’ and no syst(*niatic (*tfort has y(*t bei*n made to bring . 
education * within tin* rt'ach of all, whether they belong to the higher or the 
lower caste. ’ 

Then^ are some very exccdlenl Mission schools in (Calcutta, but they do 
not in(*(*t tin* wants of tin* ortluHlox class who form tin* bulk of the jiojuila- 
tion. 1 find one of tln*m has S(*eured a grant of Rs. 6(),(X)I) from the 
(lovc'i'iiment for the construction of a new building. I wonder why (lovorn- 
ment cannot provide funds for the. ortlnxlox institutions such as the 
Jifahalcaii Pathsala and others which are pining away for want of funds. 
What is want(*d in (Calcutta ainl in this Province are as many Girls’ 
Schools as jiOftsible where our girls from tin* age* of 7 to 14 may have a well- 
ground(*d jirimary cjilucation wdiich in many cases may be continued by 
zenana I(*aqh(»r8 properly trained, instructed and (nlucated. Many familios 
would be glad to employ such t(\achora who are not now available. Last 
year Rs. 1,000 was set apart for Zenana (education and Rs. 2,iJ0() for Primary 
Girls’ School in (Calcutta. It will be adniitt(*d that these wore very miserable 
sums. May I impure what has been set aside tliis yi^ar? Last yt*ar tho 
Goveniim’nt bad appointed a Committee of Hindu ladies and gentlemen to 
consider the question of education of Indian girls whoso jiarents desire that 
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their dauglitt4*B should ho well (Mlucatod without any inrorfiM-onoo with the 
traditions of th(jir religion or custoin. It wouhl he int(*ri'sting t<» know 
wljethe^any practical n^sult has emerged from tjit‘ doliherations of* the 
Cominitreer 

Malaria. 

Sir, t.hi^ exhortation of the ‘(Chancellor of the KxcInujUei ’ UV mirh 
our demands for mort‘ mo.iey has not sealed the lips of tlie non-otlicial 
memhers of the (h)Uiicil. Malaria stalks over tim fairi‘st districts of 
Bengal, cflrrying away hiindn‘ds i)f thousands of peoph* in its grip and 
enfei'hling tiie r(*Kl of the |) ipulation. It is no h^ss devastating than 
the great Kiiropeaii War. llpwanls of r2 per <'ent. id‘ the general death- 
rate is due to fev(‘r. Thc^ (lovernnumt, hoih Imp(‘rial and IVovincial, 

I -am gratid’ul to say. recognise (his fact. 'Phcn^ is tln‘ Malaria (’em- 
mittee of wliieli my llon’hle friend Dr. Nilratan Sarkar is an t‘Xp('rt 
memher. Wi* are not privileged to H(m‘ the pnx;ee(lings of tin* (h»mmitti‘e, 
hut 1 liopi' till* (loviM-nmcnt will see its way to make thmn piildic. If* 
there is any CJominitti'c whose ])nKa‘(‘dings are awaited witli lnl.(‘n*st it 
is this all-im])ortant (>omniittct*. The dcspond(‘nt toin^ of tin* Ilon’hic 
Dr. Sarkar s(‘i'ms to coniiot<‘ that then* is mucli <iiv(‘rgence •)f views and m» 
progress in active worL Quiniin' is no douht the great g(‘rmici(h' of 
malaria and for tin* distrihution of which some a(jtiv(‘ iiit‘asun*s H(‘i‘ni to have 
luicn tak(‘n. Jhit how long will the (piinine-eating populatirm (>f Bengal 
thrive and pros] jer V It will he admitted hy the cominom^st layman that the 
triK' ])roltM*t‘ion of the ])»^o[)le lies in the (*radi(;ation of tin* evil hy sanitary 
measures than to keej) alivn* the population hy tin* administration rif (luiniin*. 

I ask wliat measures liave hcen takt‘n in that din'ction ? I am a layman, 
hut 1 am much struck hy the result of the i‘X(!(*llent Magra Hat Drainage 
Scheme, whiclinot only con v(‘rted a swani]) of two hundred and ninety-four 
square miles into smiling licMs. rich with crop valm‘d at Us. I, ()t I, ()()() ami 

Us. 41), 000 or at h‘ast twici* tin* cost of tln5 schenu*. hut (converted tin' lever- 
stricken area into a health res()rt. Naturally peo]>le ari* more anxious for 
proj)er drainage' and jungh' clearance of the allected an*a. May I iinjuire 
whether jungle cut! iiu', wliich is a recognised h(*n(‘licial measure, is d(‘linitely 
discarded. Tin* outskiils of (kilcutta are inalaria“Strlck(*n. They arc a 
slandiiig nn'iiacc 1o tin* city. What has he(‘n doin* to improve the sanitary 
condition of the area? Was (here not a scdienn* under |.r(*paration 

for wat(*r-suji])ly to tin* ri. arian municijialities i*xtt*nding from Uaranagore 
10 Naihati ? What has he'conn* of it? I find in tin? lhnlgi*t Us. r»,0'){) is 
enten*d «ni account of tin* (diarges for graluitous relief to tin* malaria-stri'.*k(*n 
, an*as. May 1 he pi'rmitti'd to inquire what area is taken into a(!coiint and 
what sort of n*licf would In* givt;n. Again Us. includ(*.d f»)r anti- 

malarial opiii'alions con hided hy tin? Sanitary Oommissioner. It would Is* 
interesting to nol,(? what are the opi-rations and in what disiricts. The sums 
I have so far (pioted are very small. I have* mv (wes on the lumf) grant oT"' 
Us. 2.50, GOO for sanitat'on whi(!h I devtmtly liopi? will incrcasi* to at h‘ast ' 
doiihh* the sum in tin? r(*vis(‘d estimate at the, end of the year. But tin? 
year will soon pass away and if no vigorous steps an* taken at onc(* the 
amount, or a large portion of it, will inevitahly lapst*. Sonn* indication of 
the steps that are to he taken to speinl a suhstantial sum not less than the 
sum I have stated will, I hope, he given in this Council. 

Jfidmirics. 

I now turn to the indu8tri(*8. A sum of om? lakh has lujen budgeted for 

exf-endituro on the dovelojiin^nt of iinlustrh's. I welcome it and thank the 

(jovernment. The industrial doveloimieiit of the country is one of the crying 
needs of our Province an J it is our fondest h(>pi?that the Oovernment will take 
thoir proper share in the work. Much depends upcjii the selection of a proper 
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porsoii for tlift 1 ()8t of tho Director of fcidustrics for wliom Rs. 30,000 liafl been 
8oi)arat(3ly j rovidud. Tht^ (joveriiitfoiit should abandon the attitude of 
Iviei^z faire and Hliould actively promote the industries. Industries can 
roughly 1)e divided into power iiidiistrieH, handicrafts and agifeultdVe. 
In th(^ prcHont circumstances of our country, all these branches demand 
equal atbtuition. For tljo middle class people, power industries and for the 
lower claHS(‘S, handicraft or agriculture or both Tht* small industries are 
sp^ially suited to the poorer middh^ classt's. They cannot make larger 
initial outlay and they an* witliout the roquisiU^ capacity an<l knowhidge of 
larger organisation. They, of all peoj le, nquin^ tlu^ gn^atest help of the 
Government. Our handicrafts are slowly hut surely losing ground. Many have 
disappeared comph^tel}' from the lield. TIk^ pfionu* class of ])eo;>h' are generally 
more and more (lopend(‘itt on agricultuns hut land is limited and pcvulation 
is increasing. Land (!an no longer maintain tin? gr(/wing numbers of the 
-people, and again agriculture, is not always a sun* and stahh^ source. A single 
year’s failun^ of crops exposes the pi‘ople to seven* distress. J venture, 
therefon*, to ask tin* G(»V(*rnm(*ut wdiat steps thi*y ])roposc to take for the 
resuscitation and eiuionragi'ment of those imlustrii^s. I am gn^atful to 
acknowle(lg(! that Government havi* l)ec*n doing a goo 1 deal for the dovelop- 
nu'iit of agriculture. The Indian agriculturist is a poor and (;ons(‘rvativo 
man. Rut ii the utility ol the nmv and iinproveil method is denxaistrated 
unthn* tin* lyc^s of tim agriculturist ne,ann- his home he will readily take 

to it. I am not awan^ whether this sort of dinnonstration has lietni tried on 

a larg(^ scale. Tht^ District A 1 ministration Gommittc^e have‘ nnjoiuiut'uded 
the ajipointnunit of more hmropean Deputy Dinuitors for (knnonstration 
work. SoiTK^ Kuropean (*,xp(*rt advisers may he iu‘c(‘ssary ; hut it will ho a 

mistakt* not to (*ntrust the maj(»r portion of tin*, actual demonstration work to 

Indi'auH. An Indian Gllici'r will succtu'd better in this department of work 
tlian an Kuropean Oilicer.” 

The Hou’hle NAWAH SAIVID NAWAH ALI GHAIIDHIIRI, KHAN 
HAIIADUR said 

Sir, — In rising i)erhaps for the last tins* from my seat in I his ehamluu-, I am 
filled with thoughts which carry ini* hack to the (*.arly days of my association 
with th(' Hroviiujial (Jouneil oi Kastern Hengal and Assam, anti wliich raise* 
memories of ('V(*nls which have hdt lasting inij)ressioiis on tin*, minds of my 
community and the pt^ople of Kastern Hengal in gi*neral. The ])artition of Hmigal 
in 1905 gave to tin* pe iplo of the eastiu'n districts an atlministralion, whose 
l)rimary consideration was the welfare of a p<*oph* who had till th(*.n ho(*n iho 
m»glect(Hl units ()f an unwieldy jtrovinciftl ailniinistration. Htdort*, however, 
the authorities in Fjasttsrii Hengal couhl at’complish even a fraction of all that 
the anxious solicitude <j 1' a hein*fi(iiont administration dc'.sire 1 to accomplish 
in tlnnnterest of a just and equitable Government, ils life was cut sliort. 
'*Tlm l(*gacies that the delunct Government of Kastern Hengal and Assam 
• hcipieathtvl to Ilis Excellency wore mostly those of undisehaiged obligations, 
aspirations uiifulfllh*d, and)itions roused in our hr(*asts hut loft unrealised, and 
pi-oniis(‘s whi(di mostly remain y(d to be carried out. And when the new 
Hresidency was constituted the authorities so cast theU* plan of administra- 
tion as would ensure to the helpless people of Eastern Hengal at least a 
])artial realisation of their legitimate dues. 

The Second Capital. 

Sir, it was onbiinod tliat in order to prevent Eastern Hengal from 
slipping hack into the shade of neglect. His ^^Excellency’s Txovernment 
would regard Dacca as the second capital, or.irt the words of the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Hcatson Hell ‘Tlw Eastern Capital’, of the Presidency in the truest 
sense of the term. The int(3ntion of the authorities in Whitehall and Simla 
was expressed in unambiguous language, and the declaration w^as embalmed 
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ill historic despat dies, saiictifioJ liy Parliameiikiry pnmouiicoiiioiits, aoquiesciMl 
in and approved liy Ills Excellency in nioi;e than one puhlie .itteranCe. Now 
that tlh' Hush of (^xciteinent and ('iithusiaKni has siihsided, I make hold to 
ask His Excellency tog«) througli all tin* various docuiiieiits and doelaratious 
made fronl time to time, and to say how the jiioiis resolutions lunhinlied 
thendn have bemi rememhered in execution. Is Dacca really the siH-ond 
capital to-day ? Far from tliis lieini^ so. we find that this so-called eastern 
capital is being giadiially relegated to tin* cold shadi* of m'glect and far 
from boasting of more institutions and oHic(‘s of (joverninmit, like Lucknow 
and Poona, tin* second capitals of two sister provinces, J)ncca is Ixung 
g^radually dejn-ived of her vestiges of importance. The Dacca University 
Committee had recommended the raising of the Engiin^ering School at Dacca 
to the status of a college and the estabiishineiit of an industrial institute. 
A later committ(‘e also recoinin(*nded the removal of the EngineiTing College* 
at Kibpiir to Dacca. Put to our misfortuin^ instc'ad of all this the sclnnJ 
at Dacca had its limbs, liki* tin* Survey classes and tin* Electrictal ainl 
Mechanical sections, shorn otf. And W(* havt* seen that tin* rennnal t)f the 
Survey classes has resultt‘d in an tmormous incri*ase of recurring ex[H*ndi- 
ture from Hs. 2,600 to about Us. 20,000, and a st(*ady and remarkable d(*cline 
in the av(3rage number of stinhmts from 125 about 80. .\nother useful 
institution, the Pact(*riological Laboratory, has also be(*n abolisln'd. 

Sir, 1 ])l(3ad for a Jiiore syinpathetic consideration of the claims of 
East(irn llengal, so that promises mad(^ to the ear may not be broken to 
the he-art ; and 1 earnestly appeal to His Exc<*llency not to yit*ld to forces 
which liavo ever milllated against a pro])er n‘cognirion of ihe (*laims of Dacca 
and Eastern Dcngal, and ha 1 long ke|)t us from our own. 

Hkhiku EdI'C’ATION. 

Ihcca Vnimrsitjf. — Sir, if the inten‘sts of tln^ p(M)f)le of Eastern 
Bengal as a wliob* wen* being W(‘J1 lo<»ked after by the late (jovornment of 
EaRt(*rn M(*ngal and Assam, those of Moslems, who form the hulk of tin* 
population, >vere naturally safeguarded under its fost(‘ring care. And when 
that administration (;oas(?d to (‘xist my community became apprtdiensive lest 
their interests would la* neglect<*d for want of careful and syinpalheth; con- 
sideration under altered circumstances. I am prepareil to admit that the 
authorities responsibh^ for bringing about the miw stati* of things did not 
overlook the nec«*Hsity of making some reparation, however inadequate, for 
the loss sustained by Eastern Ihmgal. By making Dacca the second capital 
they thcHight they had well assured to the p(»o])le of Eastern B(*rigal a proper 
share of the attention of (lovernmont and its patronage. Ami for tin! purpose 
of H(!curiug to tln*m a continuanct! of the liberal [policy in the matt(!r of 
education, tin! most marked feature of the late (Jovernment of Eastf 3 rii Bengal 
they proposed, among other tilings, the formation of a ITnvmsity at Dacca 
with a special faculty of Islamic studios which would minister to tin) needs 
of higher oducalirm among the Muhamma<lan community. Although the 
Bcheine has passed through the ord(!aI of official scrutiny, has oven been stated 
to have received the noces.sary final touches in Whitehall and has also b(!e” 
mentioned in successive financial statements at Delhi and Calcutta, w(3 have 
yet to live in the hope of its fruition in the dim future. Sir, I quite 
realize that the Dacca University scheme has had to be shelved on account of 
the financial impasse brought about by the present war, which wo deplore ; but 
when we look around and find contemporaneous schemes faring better elsewhere, 
when wo see that the young province of Bihar and Orissa has already got a full- 
fledged High Court, we begin to believe that much time has been wasted In 
piloting the Dacca University scheme through the inevitable tangle of red 
tape. Even if the recommendations of the Dacca University Committee 
could be given effect to pieoeincal, by starting individual institutions, there 
would have been less cause for complaint. I trust that before His Excellency 
lays down the reins of his exalted office, His Excellency will be pleased to 
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make 8ome beginning in this direction as a solace to the wounded feelings of 
my community. 

The iluhammadav Hall and College . — As His Excellency is aware, 
tli(^ Muhammadan community is lamontjibly backward in higher education. 
V\ e hav(j repeatedly kn(»ck(*d at the door of Jlis Plxcellcmcy’s CTOverninent 
for liberal provisions in its aid, which alone can make it possible for my 
community to take more kindly to higher education. We do not lag behind in 
the expressifni of our gratitude lor the ctnisidoration that we have received 
from time to time at His Excc'ilency’s hands; but I would humbly remind 
His Exc('ll(mcy that much yet remains to be done in this direction, iind that 
most of the iiromises inadc^ by Government in tliis regard remain unredeemed. 
Th(i earli(»Ht pledge*, given to us by the Eastern llengal Government was 
that of a Muhammadan Hall. Tin* parting words of kindness of Sir Charles 
Hayley to tll(^ Moslem community of Eastern Bengal, as he laid the founc.- 
ation stone of the Muhammadan Hall at Dacca, are still ringing in my ear;. 
I was associated with the ]H‘ 0 ])osal from its v(u‘y inception, and was led I ( 
ngard its coin|)leti(Mi as a positive certainty. But soon afterwards the Dacca 
I'liiversity Sclnune came up, and with it tin* scheme of a Muliamniadar. 
(M)llegi‘ with an attached IIosU*!. This Muhammadan Hall was then taken as 
the IloHti*! attacht'il to till' jiroposed Miihammailan Colh*ge. Misfortune did 
not sjiare us hrn- also. With tin* shriving of the Lbjiversity Scheme the 
Muhammadan Hall, which was jiractically given to us, has also been knocked 
on th(' head. 1 may tell His Excelhmcy that the IVfiihammadan Hall was 
givi'ii to us lo allay our gricvaniu'S against the poor accomnuMlafion givi'ii to 
our boys in I In* Dacca (’ollege Hostel. W(‘ had grievanci's which we did not 
jiri'ss owing to the relief given to us ; but the abandonment of tlie hall has 
maile the position of our lioys in thi* said Dacca (^>l]ege Hostel worse. 

Sir, till* history of the Arts Golleges for Muhammadans at Galcutta 
and Dacca is likiovise full of disappointment. When the linances of the 
Government were in a satisfactory condition, the necessary will to carry out 
these jiromises seems to have been wanting ; and now that we are passing 
through iinaneial embarrassment, the schemes have perforce to be deferred. 
Bui 1 hope that tin* pi-esent crisis will not last long, and we will soon have 
funds that will enalde us to see these scliemes through. 

Muhammadan Education Advisory Committke. 

Sir, among the many nu-oinniendalions made by the Muhammadan 
I^dueati«)u Advisory thanmittee, which His Excelleney was ])leasei] to apjioint 
on my suggestion, there are several wiiieh involve no expenditure. I trust 
such reeommeiidatious will !»»• given etlect to imini'diately, and if we are 
assurt'd of till' exeeut ion of the others that involve liminei*. after the restor- 
ation of normal eondil ions, my eommunity will he grateful to His Excellency 
and i>atiently wait for them. The rejiorl of the Advisory Committee contains 
a oonij)rehensive Seheine of measures, the snecessful execution of which will 
aid in a mm-e extended and sy^tematie promotion of ^losJem education and 
result in the intellectual elevation of my oonmiunity. If His Excellency’s 
GovernmenI adopt the report of the Committee in its luitirety, it will rank 
as a Magna (liarta of Moslem Education, and confer substantial benefits on 
my eommunity, open new avenues and guarantee new privileges. The 
Muhammadan Community therefore looks forward to the decision of Govern- 
ment witli intense anxiety. 

Education in Eastern Bengal. 

Sir, we flatter ourselves that the people of Eastern Bengal, parti- 
cularly the Moslem commiinify, made rapid strides in education, between 
Hie years H)06 and 1911. And if the I'oiincil will bear with me a little 
I shall try to oxamim* how far we have progi-essed in this matter, and if the 
rate (»f progress has been uniformly ranintained up to date. 
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In the three Eastern di visions of the Presidency, tlic percentage of 
cliildron actually at school to the number of children of school-going age was 
18*3 in 1906-(I7 and rose to he 21*6 in 1911-12, whicli, ho\vev(‘r, is behind 
the corresponding figun* for Westorn Ihnigal. the latter being niiicli lUMrer 
30*0. During this period the percentage of increase in the number of pupils 
was 31*7 in the case of Eastern Btnigal and Assam, and 26*9 in that of Hongal, 
and 25*8 for all India ; and at the end of this quinquennium the ]>ercentage 
of total population at scliool was 2*9 in Bengal and 3*1 in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam and 2*7 for all India. During the same pericxl the percentage of 
increase in the total amount spent upon education from all sources was 47*6 
in Bengal, 57*1 in Eastern Bengal and Assam, and 40*6 in all India. Then 
taking the increase of expenditure from Public Funds alone, we find that the 
perc(*ntagea of increase wer(‘ 39*5 in Bengal, 59*6 in P^astern Bengal and 
Assam, and 3G*8 in all India. In 1906-07 in l^ast(‘rn BiMigal and Assam 
there were about 8 lakhs of scholars in institutions of all kinds, of which 35*7 
per cent, wwe Hindus and 50*2 per cent. Moslems ; and in thi' year 191 1-12 
tlie tot.al number of scholars was 10| lakhs, of which Hindus fornuMl 42*5 
pt*!' cent, and Moslems 53*5 per cumt. The rate of increas(‘ in th(‘He liv(‘ years 
was 41*5 per ctmt. in the case of Moslems and 26*02 pm* cent, in tle^ case of 
Hindus. Tin* progress, satisfactory as it has been, does not carry us msir 50 
per ctmt., which is a|>])roxima<oly I lu* hgiire reju’eseuling tin* iiien*as(‘ in tin' 
mnnlier of Muhammadan ))Upils in ali India. I would in this (‘onm*(‘tion draw 
His Pvxcellency’s attention to the fact that in 1911-12 tin* pm*C(Mitage of 
Muhammadans at sidnuil to the lotal seho(»l-going ]>opidation in tin* whole 
of India was giv»m as 22*i>, which was in exe(‘ss of the proportion of 
Mosli'iiis to the whole Indian population, which is 22*7 percent. But wliat 
are the figures for tin* Ih'iigal Presidency? The Mosh'in sulqccts in llis 
Excelh'iicy’s charge represent 52*7 j)er emit, of tin* total population of B(‘ngal. 
And Ave find that in 1912 the total Mnliammadan seh(H)l-going popnla- 
tion in tlie (‘iitire Presidency was 42*8 jxm* cent, of the total school-going 
population of all creeds. Taking the figures separal(‘ly for lustern Bmigal 
and Wcst('rn Bmigal, we find tiiat in Plasti'rii Bmigal Moslem po])ulation 
is 66*3 per emit, of the total pojmlation, while the Moslem school-going 
pojnilation is 58*6 jier emit, of the total school-going jiopulation ; ainl W(*Ht(*ni 
In'iigal Moslem jiopulation is 31*9 per cent., Moslem school-going popula- 
tion being 23*7 jier cimt. 

I liavo alread,\ obs(‘i*ved that during fin* regime of the P^asloni Bengal 
and Assam riovm'innent tlir rate of progri'ss was much higher in tin* case of 
Moslems than in the case of t heir IVIbwv sulijects. But has tin- same rate 
bemi maintained ? The answer to this has hrmi furnished by tin* Director of 
Public Instruction in bi^ rejiort for PH3-1 1 in tlie following words: — ‘The 
progress made by Miiliamma<lans is very slight, and siiows lliat tlie rate of 

increase of the Muliammadaiis in edueati(»nal institutions is not miieli 

greater than that of the Hindus 

. It, coid<l not be exjiected that the rate of inereasi' in the case of 
Muliammadaiis w'oiihl continue for an iiidi'linite jioriod to be, more ra])id than 

the rate of increase in the case of Hindus.’ Sir, this remark made, just 

one year after the formation of the IVesidmicy would lead om* to supjiose 
that the Moslems have had a surfeit of education and their prfigress in this 
department would henceforth be just commensurate! willi tin' gem*ral rate 
of progress. In successive^ reports on education the late Government of 
Eas^tern Bengal and Assam congratulated the Moslem community on tiioir 
marvellous rate of progress ; and is it a mere coiiicidmici! that instead of 
leading the other communities as they were so long doing, they have fallen 
into line with them in jioint of progress just with tln^ formation of the Bengal 
Presidency? And then. Sir, what has been this general rate of progress 
in the Bengal Presidency? Between the years 1912-13 and 1913-14 the 
percentage of inenvase in the number of pupils of all grades has been 1*7 in 
the Bengal Presidency, which is bracketed witli Bihar and Orissa for the lowest 
place among all the Indian provinces. The percentage of increase, which is 5 
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for all India, varies from lo’o in tin* N.-W. Frontier Province to 4 in tlio 
INnijal*. Evon AKsam rotuniB 107, indicating that j)frJiajjs sho lia« Kuccoed- 
i*d in k<M‘ping il]) the educational jn-ogress of tlic d(d*iinct provinci* of which 
hIic at one tinit; fonn(‘d a i)art. Taking prngrcHK under Primary Education as 
a tcHt, we aro (ioniroiited with the ugly fact that in H})itc of very large grants 
mad(^ of late j^uars there was a sudde.n dro]) in 1912-13 in tlu* numhju’ of hoys’ 
schools and scholars in the Herjgal Ih’esidmiey ; and, further, that in two 
suhsequimt years the numhej* of hoys’ schools as W(dl as the numher of pupils 
hav(< shown a de(;line. In fact, tht* llengal ]h*t‘sidency is the only province 
in tht^ whole of India to-day to simw a falling off in the numher of hoys’ 
])rimnry sclnxJs and scholars, wliih.* all tin* other provinces return a snhstan- 
tial inereast*. 

Sir, the thn‘P Eastern Ihmgal divisions constitute about three-liflhs 
of th(^ area of tin* Prcsidt*ncy, and contrihnte ahont the sann* ])roj)ortion to the 
|io|)nlation. Put in i)oin( of literacy, the two Western Bi*ngal (livisions give 
ns a long lead with over hmnlred of Iit,erat«‘s ))er tliousand t)r ])opulation. 
whih* the l)ac{;a and (Ihittagong ilivisions nit urn hh and llajshahi fiS per 
thousand, (ireater and dettMunined etlort slnudd therefore he made to hn‘ak 
down the, (hmse mass of illiteracy in Eastern Ihuigal, and s})eeial measiin'S 
should he deviscMl hy II is Exe.ellency’s (iovi‘rnment foi* greater diffusion of 
education in this ar(?a. On further analysing the figun^s we find that whih* 
in Western Bengal th(!r(‘ is one hoys’ primary school to «*very square mih*s, 
in tin* cas(*. of East(*rn Bengal, after a jjeriod of ph<‘iioiiienal progress, there is 
to-day om* siudi school to (‘V(‘ry 3 sipiare miles. 

Sir, the educational authorities have no doiiht tak(‘n in liaiid tjie 
improvement of tin* existing institutions withgn*at zeal, and this circiimslance 
(‘Xi»lains the fact that the y«nirly inert*asing «*.\penditiin‘ under eilucation 
does not givi* us in return the exp(‘,cted degree of expansion and increase in 
numher. 1 vm-ily ladievi* that in i*dii(‘ational ex])(*nsos tlie (iovernnn‘nt of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam list'd to manag(* lo make the rupe«* go niiicli 
furtln'r than we can at jiresent. In tin* year 1911, in a ri*solnti()n. tin* 
(lovi'rnmenl ol Eastern Bengal and Assam ma<le tin* following dt*claralioii — 
‘It must always he rcnu*mhm*ed that ru<limcnt ary and imperh'ct education 
is h(^tt('r than none at all and, while the improvemeni of schools and tin* 
rt'inoval of childn'ii from had schools to gt)od ones aro most ih'sirahle objects, 
can* must he taken not to lead cliihlron »vlioll,> without means of obtaining 
(dementary education.’ Sir, this was a <l(*claration of jxdicy which 
might not find favour with some of our educational autlioril ii*s, hut which 
commends ilsi'If lo tin* Indian section of this In-nse. I have been one of 
those who ha<l advocated tin* improvtunent in tin* conditions of our schools, 
hut at the same time I feel that at such a tinn* when our finances art* at a 
low (dill, llis Exct*lh*ncy’s Government slnnild consith*r if it is too late for 
them \o adojii this jirinciph* of a Oovt'rnnnuit which fouinl it jiossihle 
to accom[)lish so much within tin* conqiass of a short time. 

Faiulitiks for Muhammadan Ediu ation. 

Sir, for the last three years mi have been making heavy demands 
on His Excellency’s attention and kindness. And I shall he wanting in niy 
duty towards His Excollency personally and to tTic Hou'ble Members in 
chargis if f do not take this opportunity of placing on record the grateful 
apim^ciation of my community for the facilities given to them in the matter 
of education since the creation of the Presidency. To enumerate the 
principal among them, the appointment of an Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction for Muhammadan Education, as also of an Assistant Inspector 
for Muhammadan Education in each of the five divisions, the appointment of an 
Assistant Inspectress of Schools for Muhammadan Education in the Presidency 
and Burdwan Divisions, the grauts-in-aid to Madrassas under the Madrassa 
Reform Scheme, the earmarking of the Mohsin F und exclusively for scholarships 
and stipends, etc., and the maintenance of Government Madrassat^ entirely out 
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of ^blio funde^the establishment of the Moslem Hostel for Colley students 
at WeUnqpton Street, the setting apart of a decent sum irom Uie Imperial 
grants lor the education of Muhammadan girls, acquisition of land for the 
Augloyl^rsian Department of the Calcutta Madrassa in connexion withihe 
establishment of the Muhammadan Arts College, (/alcutta, thp extension of the 
Baker Hostel which has been taken in band, and the acquisition of land for 
a uon-Cdlegiate Muhammadan Hostel under the University, and reserving 
20 per cent, of the seats in private colleges and hostels m Calcutta as a 
condition of the grant made to thorn : these constitute acts which my 
community consider to be the earnest of further facilities to come in the near 
future. 1 have to add a word of thanks to the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell, in whom 
we have found a true friend to Muhammadan education. 

Sir, I have very reluctantly trespassed upon the indulgence of this 
Council a great deal to-day, but the pressing importance of the subjects 
I ha\re dealt with is my excuse. 1 might have been a little free with my 
thoughts, but as a responsible member of ibis Council I feel 1 have only 
tried to do my duty. 

Before I conclude, perhaps my last wonls in this house, I wish to 
impress upon His Excellency and His Excellency’s Government the unim- 
peachable loyalty of my community, loyalty to the person and throne ol His 
Majesty the King-Emperor, and to make perhaps the last request to His 
Excellency to stand by the promises to Eastern Bengal and to my unfortunate 
co-religionists.” 

The Hon’bb^ BABO SURENDRA NATH RAY on the Budget of 1916-17 
^ said : — 

“ Sir,— It is with great pleasure that I congratulate the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Finance Department for the lucid way in which the Budget 
proposals for the year 1916-17 have been iM’osented to tbo Council. The 
pleasure would have been greater if 1 could have congratulated him on 
the appropriations of revenue to the different requirements of the Presidency. 
Tho depreciation in Revenue, coupled with large expenditure in the Police 
and in the working of tlie Defence of India Act, have left very little for 
expenditure in the improvement of sanitation and in thecMluoation of the people. 
The orders of the Government of India to avoid incurring all expenditure 
which could possibly be postponed have been followed in the main and there 
is very little loft to remark with resf^ect to the proposals. 

I am glad that the Government have appointed an additional Legal 
Remembrancer. The large number of failures iii Government prosecutions, 
in what are known as political cases, and the amount of expenditure incurred, 
in these cases, would lead one to suppose that Government have not bad the 
best advice in these cases, and if the new appointment results in more careful 
and rigorous examination of evidence before these prosecutions are undertaken 
it will fully justify its creation. 

On page 4, paragraph 9, of the Revised Financial Statement, it is stated 
that an additional grant of Rs. 2,23,000 from Provincial Revenues has been 
provided in the charges for 1916-17 for the Calcutta University, while on page 
62 of the statement Rs. 1,15,000 have only been provided for the Calcutta 
University. It is not clear whether Rs. 2,23,000 are m addition to the amount 
of Rs. 1,15,000 already provided. The Calcutta University is in uigent need 
of money for the completion of its Science College and an additional grant of 
Rs. '2,23,000 will certainly enable the University to pot the Science Cdlege on 
a proper basis. 

I am glad to see that provision for creating a spill from the Bidyadhari 
river has been made in the Budget for 1916-17. If what the Engineers say 
be oorrect, this is a matter vitally affecting the citizens of Calcutta, Another 
danger to the people of Calcutta and the neighbouring places is the Tolly’s 
mUa^ The oonmtion of the ndla is most unsatisfaoto^. The water is 
unwhetesome. Not only large nuihber of pilgrims come to Kalighat now and 
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then from distant parts of this Presidency as a place of pilgrimage and bathe 
in its water but drink the same. There is therefore always the danger of an 
outbreak of cholera among the pilgrims, and of such an outbreak spreading 
throughout the neighbourhood of Kalighat Suggestions for the improvement 
of the nulla have been before Government on previous occasions and the 
question has come up l>efore them in one shape or other for a long time past, 
and I earnestly bog your lordship’s Government to take up the m&tter in hand 
as early as practicable. 

The grants to sanitation from the lump piovision for sanitation in 
1915-16 include the item of Rs. 10,200 as contribution t^ the Chittagong 
Municipality to meet the pay of its European Engineer-Secretary. I am not 
aware if it is the practice of Government to contribute towards the pay of 
Secretaries to municipalities and whether any such grant is made to any other 
municipality in the Presidency, f think a contribution to the pay of a Secretary 
to a municipality is not a proper charge, from sums expressly set apart by the 
Government for sanitary purposes. 

This brings us to the question of the constitution of the Sanitary Board. 
It is now only an Advisory Board. In the United Provinces it is an adminis- 
trative body. Bengal is admittedly the most advanced of the Provincial 
Governments in India. We are sorry that it should rfunain behind in this 
respect and should have to take h^ssons from the Government of a less 
enlightened Province. 

A sum of Rs. 2,50,000 has been sot apart for the improvement of sanitation. 
The amount is very small compared with the needs of this Presidency. We 
require good drinking waiter in every district, in every mufassal town. A 
large number of sanitary projects — projects for the supply of good drinking 
water and improved drainage have been recommended by the Sanitary Board 
to the Government. But they cannot be undertaken on account of want of 
funds. But there is one project which I would very much like the Govern- 
ment to take up at once. It is the project for supplying filtered water to the 
people of the town of Krishnagoro in the district of Nadia. The project is 
cut and drj% It is a matured scheme. It remains for the Government to 
allow some money out of this grant and the work can begin at once. 

I also urge upon the Government the necessity for anti-malarial measures 
being undertaken in the district of Nadia without further delay. In reply 
to the address presented to His Excellency on the 30th August last, by 
the people of Nadia, his lordship was pleased to refer to the questions I 
had asked in the Council about the high mortality in the district from 
malaria in the latter part of 1914. It is not necessary for me to place the 
facts again before the Government, because they are well known. His 
lordship was also pleased to say in reply, ' the fight against malaria is a hard 
one, and an uphill one, and one result of the disease, perhaps the saddest 
result, is that it makes the people apathetic, and renders them less able to 
struggle against a cure.’ 1 would therefore humbly and respectfully ask 
that steps bo taken to put a stop to this state of things in the district by 
making the necessary grants for the supply of filtered water in the town of 
Krishnagore, the head-quarters of the district, and for the undertaking of 
anti-malarial measures within the district without furt^^or delay. 

Provision has been made for 13 Judges for tlie Calcutta High Court in 
the place of 19 Judges which was the strength of the High Court till 
February of this year on account of the establishment of the High Court 
at Patna. There has therefore been a reduction in the expenditure in the 
Calcutta High Court and consequently on the head of ‘‘ Justice ” by about 
four lakhs of rupees not only on account of the reduction in the number 
of Judges but also on account of removal of part of the establishment. 
We must, however, take into account the consequent reduction in the income 
on the head Justice ” owing to less number of appeals being filed in the 
Appellate Side of the Calcutta High Court. The total decrease in the income 
would never come to more than Rs. 73,000. One would have very much 
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liked to see a portion of the money thus saved spent for the purpose of 
inoreasinjif the iiUtial pay of “Muiisifs", for which my hon’ble friend 
Mr. Fazl-ul Huq moved a ^solution the otlier day in the Council and for which 
I urged Government last year. But unfortunately nothing has been done. 
Such increase in the pay of these judicial oflScors would have been money 
^ ^ well spent. 

t We are glad that there is a grant of Rs. 2,25,000 for gratuitous relief. 
We hope and trust Government will spend the amount in relieving the 
distress in Bankura. The relief afforded by private parties ur organised bodies 
supplemented by Government aid has done much to alleviate the sufferings 
of the people there, but harrowing tales of ilistress are still coming every 
day to us from that district ami the numbtu* sei^king relief is gradually 
increasing. Unless these relieving bodies got substantial help from Govern- 
ment they cannot bi^ expected to cope with the dire calamity which has 
visited the district. 

The announcement of a grant of one lakh of rupees for the purpose of 
industrial development and Rs. H0,0()0 for a Director of Industries and his 
establishment will be welcomed by all. Tt is not shown how the money on 
the industrial dev«‘lopment is to be utilised, but the grant shows that the 
Government are in earnest about the matter. 

Wo timl in page 1!) of the Financial Statement that there is a grant of 
Rs. 12,017 to the Calcutta Corporation for drainage of the fringe area and 
Rs. 5,4()0 for exj)erimont on the sewage of Cahmtta. The Calcutta Corpora- 
tion with its income of more than a crore of rupees and which income is 
incn*asing by leaj^s and bounds every day is not in need of these precarious 
grants from Government. Payment of these amounts to mufasHal municipali- 
ties or for the improvement of malaria-stricken districts would be produc- 
tive of lasting benefit and real help to them.” 

The Hon’ble MAHARAJA RANAJIT SINUA of Nashlimr 

“Sir, — Owing to war there has l)oen a general retrenchment in all 
directions and under the orders of the Oovernimmt of India the provincial 
Governments have to limit their ex|Kmditurc within their normal income, 
and so the balance? after meeting the expenditure is Rs. 2,70,000. but, 
Sir, I find that under the head expenditure there appears some items 
which cannot be considered to be normal expenditure and, such as a non- 
recurring grant for Police. Rs. 1,58.070, n on-roc urriiig Education grant to 
the Calcutta University. If wo exclude this expenditure the total saving 
would have been Rs. 4,86,000. This is too small to suggest any expenditure 
on any important subject. Sir, we appreciate very much tlui privilege given 
to the non-official members to move resolutions on the budget, but for 
want of figures and detailed accounts of the previous year, and a departmental 
budget, 1 think it is next to impossible for any non-official member, even I 
should think for an official member not connected with the Financial Depart- 
ment, to move any resolution on the budget which may be acceptable to the 
Hon’ble member in charge of finance, and so I must earnestly appeal to the 
Government to consider this matter so that in future years the non-official 
members may be supplied with the detailed accounts of the previous years 
and copies of the departmental budgets approved by the Government before 
they are asked to move a resolution or to discuss the budget. I may here 
ifiention that the non-official members of the Imperial Council are allowed to 
have copies of the detailed accounts of the previous years just as they are 
published, and so they are in a better position to go into tho details of the 
items on which the Government spend public revenue. Then, Sir, as regards 
the question of sanitation, it is a well known fact that the people from the 
mufassal are leaving their ancestral homes and settling in towns* The 
reason is that every year the people suffer very much on account of malaria 
and other diseases such as cholera and small-pox. Soon after the assump- 
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tioD of the exalted office by Hie Excellency hie attention was drawn to 
the most important subject of the supply of pure drinking water to rural areaSf 
and I think that, within six months of his assuming charge of hia 
office, he held a conference at Darjeeling" to consider the subject and 
I had the honour of attending the same. We had no idea then that the District 
Boards would be provided with an extra amount for the purpose of sanitation. ' 
At that time of course wc were put to great difficulty to ^ovide funds to 
meet this extra charge, but we were unanimous that the District Boafds 
should be asked to expend more money for Mral water-supply. A few 
months after this the Government of India announced that the entire 
revenue of the public works cess was to be surrendered to*he District Boards, 
and from the Government of India’s letter to the Local Governments it 
appears that the Government of India have left the matter entirely in the 
hands of the Local Government to determine for what specific purposes this 
extra income should be spent, but stated that a substantial portion of that 
income should be spcmt for rural vvaler-sapply and sanitation. I would 
point out that in 1913-14 the District Boiirds of Bengal had an income of 
Rs. 29,86,700 but they Bp(3nt only Us. 4,78,373 for sanitation. And in the year 
1914-15 they had Bs. 30,72,000 imt spent only Rs. 7,66,463, so that it appears 
that wt of the Hs. o0.63,000 they spent only 12 lakhs for the purpose 
of sanitation. Certainly it cannot be said that they spent a substantial portion 
of that income on sanitation. On the 22nd of February this year I moved a 
resolution in the Imperial Council on this very subject and the Government 
of India accepted that resolution, and probably have drawn tlie attention of all 
the Local Governments in the matter that a substantial portion of this income 
should be set apart for rural water-supply and for sanitary purposes. When 
this grant was made by the Government of India my hon’ble friend, the Hon’ble 
Nawab Syed Shams-ul Huda, held a conference in all important places and also 
in Calcutta and invited tho leading men of all the districts to consider in what 
way this money should be spent, and as far as 1 remember wo were unani- 
mous that a certain portion of that sum should be spent for the supply of good 
drinking water in the inufassal and I understand that our Government were 
anxious to have an amendment of the Rofid Cess Act to give effect to that 
desire ; but I cannot make out why tlie matter has been dropped. I was 
rather disappointed to hear in rt<i>ly to my question from the Hon’ble Mr. De 
that the CJoverninent of Bengal do not like at present to give any further 
instructions to the District Boards in this resj ect, but, unless this money 
be spent for rural water-supply, I am afraid tlie growing want of the people in 
this respect will remain as it is now. As regards the municipalities, the case 
is very different. There are many municipal towns who cannot afford to spend 
money oven for the purpose of the proper conservancy of the town, much less 
can they spend anything for water-supply and drainage schemes. Their inc(»nes 
are generally limited and they have noother souroes, such as the District Boards 
have got from the Government of India, to spend upon this important object. 

I find that Rs. 55,20,(^00 has been set apart for sanitation and will not be spent 
till the war is over and we have also got Rs. 69,70,000 as a discretionary grant 
which can be used for any purposes which His Excellency thinks proper, and 
over and above these two items Us. 19,27,000 is also said to be a free balance 
which can be spent as occasion demands. So we have Rs. 81,45,0(K) which 
we could spend in normal times and if a greater portion of this amount be 
spent for the purpose of water-supply in municipal towns, I think, we can 
make material progress in that respect. Sir, we are grateful to the Govern- 
ment for taking non-official members in the l^nitary Board, and I agree with 
my hon'ble friend, the Hon'ble Bai Hari Mohan Chandra Bahadur, that thb 
Government should take more non-offioials into that Body ; but I would venture 
to suggest that some power, some financial authority should be vested in that 
Body as the increase of power generally increases responsibility, and unless 
and until that Body has got any real power of spending money or sanctioning 
schemes, however small they may be, I am afraid that that Body cannot properly 
disoharppB its responsibilities. Sir, the year before last I ventured to anggesi 
samethinir in rpcr^rd f.o f apread of xanana education. There is little differenoe 
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between the words zanana education and female wliicatioii. The ineauiiig 
is the same. According to the custom prevalent in our country, girls got 
married at a very tender age and they are taken away from tlie schools 
just as they are beginning to learn, at the ages of 14 or 15. Apart from the 
collegiate education, I am afraid the primary education of the girls is not 
progressing as one would expect. Unless there is some provision made to 
teach them at their homes, or in some central place where even after their 
marriage they can assemble, and where their purdah will be reapect(‘d. 
I am afraid female education will remain as backwanl as even*. We all 
welcome the Government of India’s letter on this subject, I mean Sir Edward 
Maclagan’s letter to all Local Governments, for giving more facilities to 
female education, and I hope my friend the Hcm’ble Mr. llornell will work 
out some scheme so as to give effect to it, and I liope hi^ will giv(» more 
attention to the spread of zanana education, which is so essential for the 
improvement of hmiale education in this country. 

Sir, 1 cannot but (express my gratefulness to the Gov(*rnment for jn-ovid- 
ing Rs. 16,000 for the dredging of the river Rhagirathi. For tlu' last three 
years Gov(*rnment have lu'cn spending money eveuy year, hut I am sorry to 
say that we do not find any appreciable improvenKnit in the How of tin* river. 
I think the small expenditure will not si*rvo to make any ('ffeetivt* improv(‘- 
m(‘nt. However, tlu' Govtumment arc better judge's of tin* matt('r, and 1 
would leave it to the Government for consideration what Kt(*ps should hr* 
taken in dredging the mouth of the river in such a way so that the llt)w 
might continue during the summer and winter, as now wt* find thal the 
water b(*comes stagnant, which is very injurious to piildic health. 

I beg to concludt* by making oiu* observation as regtirds industries. We 
are thankful for the provision of a lakh of rii))oes for the improvement 
of industries and for the aiipointnumt (»f a Director of Industrios. There' 
wdll hv a Royal Uommlssion to inquire* into tin* suhjec.t, and I am glad to 
(iiul that tlin I lon’bhe Mr. Stewart and Sir Rajendra Mookerjt*!' from Bengal 
liave b('(*n a])j)oint(*d to sit on that Commission and 1 have* no doubt that 
good results will ee)ini* from it. The (juestion is very important and (‘V(*ryom* 
will take a livedy iiiten^st in it. I would suggest to the Hon’lile M(‘ml)i*r 
in charge* of the Finance' l)<*partment to provide imu’e funds for the imjirovt*" 
ment of indu.strics.' 

The lloii’ble BABU MAHENDRA NATH RAY said 

“ Sir, at this stage of the discussion 1 do not think I can a<ld any 
useful eriticism to the Budget as a whole, hut if I venture to take* Uf) the 
time of the Council for a few minutes, it is hecansi* I wish to emphasisf' a 
point to wliieh reference has been made hy two hon’hh* niemlM*rs aln'ady. 
The most important stage of the discussion, the consideration of the. financial 
statement presented to tliis (Jounoil, when* tin*. noii-olHcial mombei’H can he 
of any use, is the stagi^ al which resolutions may be moved l»y then with 
regard to the diften*nt major and minor heads of the Budget.' Tim duty that 
is cast upon non-official iiiombers in this re.spect has not so far been ilischarged 
to their satisfaction and the reasons, I take it, for this admitted failure on 
the I'art of the non-official members to avail thoiiisidviis of the opportunity 
afforded by the rules are (tirsf.) the very short time whicdi is allowed under 
the rules for framing and submitting resolutions for the consideration of 
this Council, and, secondly, want of adequate details in Appendix B to the 
Financial Statement, as to the exiicudituro nnder the diffi'rent Inwls. One whf) 
has attempted to go through the Budget and the Financial Statr*inont carefully 
with a view to see whether In^ has any useful suggestion to make, irnist have 
been struck with the difficulty to which reference lias been rnafle, especially 
in a year like the present when the provincial expenditure must be limited to 
tho provincial revenue. The only kind of suggestion that non-official meiiibors 
can make are 8Ugg(58tiuiis by way of transfer from one head to another, either 
major or minor. To enable them to do this work intelligently, it is absolutely 
necessary that there should he given in Apj»cndix B in place of the very short 
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explanation of detailH, Uy way of an increase or decrease, more detailed 
explanation and some details under the minor heads, in order that it might he 
poHsihhi for the memher to say that from this i)jirticular hc^ad so much might 
l)(* taken and transferred to the head on which, in his oj inion, additional 
expendituro is necessary. The lion’hle memher, who last sjioke and 
who has experience of the Imperial Council which I have not, said that 
additional details such as are wanting here are available to members of 
the Imperial Council. 1 am not quite sure that this is so over there to 
the extent to which it is desirable to have thoin, because glancing through 
the Imp(‘rial Iludgj^t which is available to us, I find that the only 
thing in regard to whicli the Imperial Budgets compare favourably with 
the provincial budgets presented here, are the notes given in greater detail in 
the cxjdanations of increase and decrease. These notes afford greater help 
for the purpose which I am referring to than the very brief and short notes 
to be found in our Appeinlix B. When trying to do our duty we feel this 
difficulty, and 1 am glad that more than one member have already given 
ex[)ro88ion to that difficulty. 

I shall illustrate what I have just placeil before the Council by one 
or two refenmces. Ileh^rnnce has already becm made to the fact that of 
the three Presidencies, the only Presidency, as my hon’ble and learned 
friend to iny right has already pointed out, which has bt^en compelled to 
reduce (ixpenditiire on education this year is the Presidency of Bengal. 
Now let us siHi how a member of this Council might have proceedeil to 
consider this niatlm- at the time when the draft Financial Statement was 
first presented. He would havt^ found that under two very important 
heads a considerabh.' reduction was made from the allotimmts of tin* year 
just over. For instanc(', under the head ‘ Orants-in-aid ’ the allotment was 
hmIuchmI from Us. ii(),7o,()00 for tin* last year just over tr> Its. 1 1,S(),000. 
No (‘Xplanation is given. Under anotln'r head, payment in support of local 
schools undm- District Boards was reduced from Ks. iS, 3.5,000 to lis. 2,1)1,198. 
Surely tin; allotments under thest' heads are two of tlie most important 
allotments under the major head of education, but in the absences of details 
und(*r the several sub-heads, — only the expenditure has been increased, 
for instance, — under the heads inspectors, inspection of Government schools 
and colh^ges, — as well as in the absence of details under other major heads, 
lik(* administration, police, etc., it was perfectly impos dblo for any member 
who would have attempted to suggest even some slight increase in the 
allotments under these two heads, to make any effective suggestion. We 
all regret the substantial reduction under these two heads — heads which 
largtdy affect both th(^ primary and secondary education of this province. 
One hon’ble member, who I see has left the Council Chamber, has regretted 
very much that in his part of the country so many as 26 to 27 schools were 
clamouring for grants-in-aid, but none could bo helped, and has said that if 
the grant-in-aid cannot be had from the Government, the University ought 
to grant it, and ouglit not to make exorbitant demands for recognition. 
There is no doubt that the University is perfectly helpless in this matter, 
and there is no doubt that a large number of schools are languishing 
for want of funds. This is a matter whioli ought not to be lightly dealt 
with, and if the present allotment of Rs. 14,80,000 could have been 
raised even by two lakhs by transfer from other Iliads, that would have 
done incalculable good to the cause of primary and secondary education 
in this country. But as I have said the non-official members are helpless 
in this matter; it is impossible for us with the material at oar disposal 
to make any valuable or practical suggestion. 

The other head, viz., the payment in support of local schools under 
District Boards, is a very important head, and from the experience I had of 
District Boards for a very long time, it seems to me that sums so paid do 
much useful work in supporting and encouraging a large number of primary 
schools in tliis province. The reduction of allotment nec(Jssarily implies 
discourageinont and tliese institutions are bound to suffer. 
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The next point which illustrates this dilliculty is the allotment on 
sanitation. Wo liave naturally taken a j^ockI deal of inien'st in reirard lo 
the allotments under these two heads, education and sanitation. Hert', again, 
owing to the difticultios of the time, the allotment on sanitation has been 
reduced from Dj- laklis for the year just over to l^J-'^laklis. No doubt the 
Hon’blo Member in charge explained with ch'arness why the reduction was 
inevitable ; we all know that, but the question was — could we not by suitable 
transfer from othtu- heads raist^ this proposed allotnumt of lakhs, say, by a 
lakh more ? Reduction under these two heads is eerlainly deplorable, and tin* 
difficulty which 1 have pointed out mak(^s it alniosl impossibb* for us tc 
come to the help of the Government in these matters.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. DEBA PRASAD SARBADHJKARI said 

“Sir, though wo have nothini; to gain out of the budgi't this year by 
prolonging the discussion, there are out* or two inis<‘()ncoptionH that have 
crept into to-day's debate which, for tin* r(*aHonR rtderred to by the 
Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Naih Ray find some otln*r nn*mbers who have spoken 
before, would not have aris(*n if fuller facts were before us. I should in the 
first instance, tlnu’cfore, lik(U.o assocuati* myself very thoroughly with the 
H'qiK'St that in futun* years more details upon which members could work, 
both witli n^gard to the submission of resolutions and of gen(‘ral discusBion, 
should be forthcoming. I am sure it is niiseone»q)tion bused on tin* absemu* 
of full information that has h’d to some mistakes to which I shall iu>w ]u*o- 
ceed to refer. 

The Hon’bh* Maharaja Bahadur of Nasbipur, who is always on the look- 
out for savings for tin* j)urposes of sanitation, more than imlicated that it 
would Ik* useful to save tin* lls. ,^>0, ()()() that the (iov(*.rnnicnt of Ihmgal is going 
to give to the University of Calcutta for hostel purpos(*s. If all the facts 
w’cn* befon^ us, th(* Ilon’ble Maharaja Avould hav(‘ n*alizcd that this sum 
is but the balance, of tij(^ 10 lakhs wliieb the Gov(*inmcnt of India ])romiBed 
last year, of wbicli Oj- laklis lias alroa<]y b(*eii paid to the Uni vno’sity. Tin* 
remaining 50,000 has, in the usual coursi*. of things, found its way into the 
provincial budget for tho purpose of being paid out this year. 

I do not quite follow my Hon’ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Ray when 
he Huggestod that it would be uaeful to make a diversion in favour of a Science 
College out of the Rs. 2,50,000 which the (government of Bengal are going 
to give to the University for its hosttds. Ineidentally he wanted to know 
whether the other sum of Rs. 1 50,000 appearing elsewhero in tin* budget is 
payable to the University in addition to the lakhs or is only a part of it. 
As a matter of fact this Rs. 1,50,000 is the annual recurring grant that the 
University receives, and Rs. 2,.5O,000 is a part of I lie 3 J lakhs which I he 
Government of Bengal as a result of the Conference at Darjeeling agriK^d to 
add to the 10 laklis paid by the Government of India for the purpose of 
college hostels. I am thankful, and everyone connected with the University 
is thankful to tlie Hon’ble Babu Sureiidra Nath Ray for suggesting that this 
Government should pay what it can for the furtherance of the ohjoers of the 
Science College, but such payment cannot very well he made out of amounts 
such as those indicated. A similar question was raised in the Imperial 
Council by the Hon’ble Babu Surondra Nath Banerji out of which nothing 
much came.” 

The Hon’ble Babu SURENDRA NATH BANERJI said 

“ I think ray hon’ble friend is mistaken, I may just correct him and say 
that the Government will be glad to help tho College of Science, if the 
University will be good enough to reply to a certain letter lying over a month 
unanswered.” 
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Tlitj Hon’ble Dr. DKBA PRASAD SARBADHIKARI said 

Wi; do not goiiurally nder to Imperial Council mattc^H in detail in thia 
Ctiuneil, but it will be tlhi first time that wo are told, and we shall be told to 
our great Rurprise, that th(‘ Univeraity of Calcutta ia lacking in Oliver Twist 
virtues and does not got for not asking for more. This misapprehension 
would not have arismi if non-official members moving in the matter had 
taken their colleagut^s into their confidence and wtue sure of their facts. 

I am exceedingly thankful to those Ilon’ble Members who have raised the 
question that this Covernmeiit should, if possible, come to the assistance of 
the Scicncj* College. I may say that tho building is incomplete and that 
certain adjuncts and apparatuses and fittings are very much required. If by 
moving the Government of India it be possible fur the educational budget 
to be improved, no one will rejoice at the improvement more than myself. 

Reference has betm made by a gentleman to the question of I he affiliation 
of the Chittagong (\)lleg(\ Tin* Government of India refuse to entertain the 
question of affiliation because of tlie staff not being quit(‘ equal to what the 
Government (if India think right. That has lu.^en the difficulty elsewhere, in 
the Government C*olh‘ge in Krishnagar. for example. That is going to be the 
difficulty of tile Sanskrit College, too. H the Gov(irnment do not wish to see 
the disaffiliation of a Govtu-nmeait (Jtillege in a j)arti({ular subject, they will 
have to come to its lu*!]) and strengthen the stafi. Again, tlujre is the question 
of affiliation in Sanskrit M.A. idtlie Sanskrit Colh'ge, which ought to be the 
(uie collegia where Sanskrit affiliation should be possible. 

R(‘fer(UiC(^ has also been made to the report on the* condition of the 
Calcutta Sehofjls which the Hon’ble Mr. De had undertaken, but which has 
just bei*n completed by Mr. Roy. I desire to give (‘Xpression to our feelings 
of regret that tIh' Ilori’ble Mr. De will no longer be associated with the 
GovernnuMit in (idiicalion work. I congratulati^ him on his {ortIu‘oming 
])rom<»tion, and W(' certainly rejoice in his advanci'. Un lin* his strong and 
sympathetic r<5gime matters liave been disalt with in a way that gave hopi^s 
of speedy inqirovement within the limits of our n^sourees. What strikes one 
most when om* go(‘s through the ri'port is t hat tli(*st* scIkk^Is suffer from a lack 
of pro[)er habitation. After n^ailing that report, 1 incidentally and informally 
HUggesteil to the Direcjtor of Public Instruction that what we really want is 
that the (Troviu-nmeiit, the Miiniciipalities and the University should come to- 
g(>ither and devis(* means of better housing these schools which are doing 
excellent work undiT the circiimstanees, and which, if they are really tf) be 
im))ro\a‘d, must have assistanct*. The (kileutta ('lorporation is clearing off 
congested bustees in C-alcntta and the suburbs. Well, they may erect model 
sehoolhouses, and then we can tell private 8chcM)ls that if you pay so much you 
will have a gocnl schoolhouse, and that you must pay a little more than you are 
paying for an indifferent house or worse. We know your staff, thougii not 
quite all right, is tolerable ; but such as it is you may, if better housed, do 
betttM- work, and thiui improvement of staff and better discipline will come 
as a matter of course. The Imstces also will be improved in the process, and 
it will b(' a capital investnumt for whoever takes it up. Anyone taking 
up the question would bring null practical help to the situation. 

Reference was made by an lion 'ble memlu'r suggesting that the University 
ought to be eoiupelled to be less exorbitant with regard to the conditions of 
school recognition. It gives nu‘ almost a sort of pleasure to think that we are . 
a])t and able to be <‘xorbitant. Wlnm a man is generally spoken of as weak, 
and lie is now and again trjlil that he is very strong, ho rather enjoys it. This 
is tlu' first time that 1 have hoard that the University is at all exorbitant in 
its dtunands regarding n'cognition. The general suggestion is that it is all 
the otlu'r way and that onr standard ought to he very much higher. 

Die Ilon’ble Nawab Ali Cliowdhury has said that the Central Muham- 
madan IIost(d should be a nou-collegiate hostel, and that 20 per cent, 
of the seats in the liostel are reserved for Mussulman students of private 
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colleges. I think this is not right. You will remember, sir, tliat at the 
Darjeeling conference, it was decided that the percentage system should be 
given up, and chat tliero should be ai central Muhammadan hostel where 
students of all tlie colleges would crmie. It has been rightly complained by my 
friend that Dacca Muhammadans are particularly unfortuhato in regard to this 
matter. They Jire supposed to be going to have their own Muhammadan 
hostel, and while waiting for the Dacca University, they are supposed to be 
going to have a special college of their own. As a matter of fact they are 
having neither. There is no reason why the Muhammadan college should 
not come into being while we are waiting for the Dacca University. It would 
be a relief to the general situation. 

Reference was made to the provision of a lakh of rupees for the promo- 
tion of industries. That is an aspect of things to which attention has boon 
directed in the University of late, and I hope that somotliing real will come of 
it.” 

[The Council at this stage adjourned for luncheon for an hour. On its 
reassembly, His Excellency the President took the chair.] 

The Hon’ble RAI NALINAKSHA BA8U BAHADUR said 

“ My Lord, 1 shall very briefly refer to certain topics which seem to me 
to call for some remarks. It is a matter of great satisfaction to notice the 
reduction of receipts under head ‘ Excise ’ and whatever may be the cause 
of the same, I cannot but wish that this might serve as a prelude to further 
reductions in years to come. The revenue receipts on this head wore inereas- 
ing year after year, by h'aps and bounds, and this increase was viewed with 
alarm by all who had the welfare of the country at heart. 

I wish I could similarly congratulate the Government on a reduction 
in expenditure under head ‘General Administration’. In these days of 
stress and strain, when economy is practised so ruthlessly on educati(»iial and 
sanitary matters, the country confidently expected a similar economy in this 
department, and it was a rude shock to be confronted with an appreciable 
increase of expenditure under this head. 

India of to-day is essentially an Jigricultural country and Jiengal is 
specially an agricultural province. I, tlicreforc, think that, more energetic 
measures should be taken to bring about improvements in agriculture. 

The grant of a lakh of rupees for thi» appointment of a Director of 
Industries and for the development of native inJustricK is specially welcome 
as being a move in the right direction, J think tlu? grant might have been 
increased and that the Council might have been given more detailed informa- 
tion as to the manner in which this sum is to bo spent. 

Some time ago I drew tho attention of the Government to the necessity 
of erecting a decent court-house at Burdwan and 1 hear that certain steps 
were taken to give effect to my recommendations ; but I am disappointed to 
flee that no provision has b^en mado for this purpose. I hope that in the near 
future the contemplated building will be taken in hand. 

I believe that the attention of the Government has not been drawn to the 
fact that in the jails of this Province, when there are no prisoner Brahman 
cooks in tho jails, non-Brahman cooks are employed for the purpose and 
prisoners are made to lake food cooked by them against their wish and religi- 
’ ous sentiment. In ray humble opinion, some provision ought to bo made for 
the employment of Brahman cooks in the jails of this Province. 

It is a well known fact that the number of duly-qualified medical practi- 
tioners is too small to cope with tho demand, and a i)ropoBal was made in tho 
Imperial Legislative Council to establish schools for giving such medical 
training as was used to be given to tho native doctors of the old days. I hope 
the Government will see their way to make adequate provision for establish- 
ing medical schools in the sadar town of each Division in order that the 
public may be able to look for the services of qualified practitioners. 
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In a former Hudget speech of mine I brought to the notice of the 
Government the absence of a Government school in the town ol* Burdwan. 
Hopes were given by the Director of Public Instruction of a sympathetic 
consideration of the matter. But up to this time no steps have been taken 
for the purpose. I hope the Government will kindly take this matter into 
their consideration when funds are available.” 

The Hon*ble CHAUDHURI MUHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN said:— 

“My Lord, no useful purpose is likely to be served by an elaborate discus- 
sion of the Budget Estimates for 1916-17, and any debate over them is sure 
to be more or less academic in its character. The titanic struggle of nations 
in Europe and other parts of the world is really staggering humanity not 
only morally but also economically. We Indians, as part and parcel of the 
British bocly politic, are bound to share in its fortunes. To meet the 
exigencies of this time of stress and strain, a rigid economy has to be 
observed in all branches of the administration, and it is indeed a pleasure to 
note that the keynote of this year s budget has been retrenchment throughout. 
From an exclusively Indian point of view, many useful and necessary works 
have been abandoiuid, many reforms postponed, and good things, calculated 
to secure the betterment of the condition of tln^ teeming millions, foregone. 
But we must always bo prepared for emergeneii'S like these. As practical 
men, wo should take things as they are and we must bear in mind that we 
cannot always afford to itidulgein dreams of unimpedt^d growth of happiness 
and prosperity. Yet we have faith in the ultimate triumph of justice and 
righteousness and wo hope and trust that even out of this ‘ welter of blood ' a 
richer humanity will emerge and in the words of the poet the world will be 
more and more. We are fondly looking forward to the day when trade and 
commerce will recover their normal conditions and India’s vast undeveloped 
resources will, under the guidance of our sympathetic rulers, secure for India, 
an amount of prosperity and industrial indejxmdenco, which will indeed be a 
‘sight for the gods.’ 

Suggestions for improved sanitation and widespread education arc quite 
out of place in a poor and shrivelled Budget like the present one. The 
Imperial Government has been very economical in its grant to the Provincial 
Governments, in spite of the increased taxation on salt which pinches even 
the poorest of the poor, and on other necessaries and luxuries. Your 
Excellency’s Government is absolutely helpless in the matter, yet I am glad 
to note that your advisers and councillors have not been slow in doing their 
very best to avoid starvation and stagnation in many useful departments. 
I sincerely congratulate your Excellency’s Government on making provision 
for Muhammadan Inspt'ctors in the Budget in view of the spread of Muham- 
madan educsition. 

My Lord, I may be pardoned for a bit of unsavoury criticism. It relates 
to the improvement of the status of the lowest grade of that extremely useful 
class of ]iublic servants, namely, the munsifs who, by their strenuous 
work and honest and steadfast discharge of duties, Lave always deserved well 
of the State. They, as a class, are in no way infea’ior to the members of the 
Provincial Executive Service, nay, in many respects they are superior 
and more hard-w'orked. The proposal of having the lowest grade of this 
useful class of public servants on Rs. 250 has boon on the tapis for some .time 
and though it had almost universal support, yet this much-needed reforai 
has not been given ofiFi'ct to. The question \va8 debated in this Oouncil at the 
instance of my hon’ble friend and colleague Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq and it was a 
pity that the Council could not be brought to his w^ny of thinking and that no 
provision could be made for it in the present Budget. The vei*y large income 
that accrues to Government out of the sale of Court fees is certainly a. very 
strong ground for the proposed reform, which cannot be lightly brushed 
aside. 
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My Lord, I have one more remark to make and I have done. It is not 
certainly consistent with what I submitted at the outset to make a long 
speech and to detain the Council over criticisms over minor details. 

As last year, I entered my humble but firm protest against the increase 
in expenditure over lawyers* fees. I am constrained to raise my foelde voice 
once again against an increase of Rs. 1,96,000 for the payment of lawyers’ fees. 
This item should be cut down to its minimum and an example set to my 
countrymen who court ruin by going to law and paying fabulous fees to 
lawyers. Litigation has been the curse of the people of Bengal and the 
spirit should be curbed by healthy example. 

With these few remarks I beg to support the Budget for 1916-17.” 

The Hon*ble Mr. GOLAM I108SEIN CAS8IM ARIFF said 

** My Lord, last year I dealt at some length with the system of education 
as obtaining in this Presidency. I expressed my regret that no provision, 
which could at all be called adequate, was made for imparting to our youths 
such education on industrial lines as would fit them for the struggle for life. 
I am afraid the exigencies of the war have prevented the Government from 
undertaking any experiment in this direction ; and I see no indication in the 
speech in which the Hon ’ble Mr. Hornell introduced the Education Mud^'t 
that this particular object has been kept in view. However, there is a provision 
of Rs. 25,860 for additional Inspectors for Moslem education. While I ^appre- 
ciate the efibrts of Government to exercise greater supervision, I feel that 
the expenditure will hardly compensates for the wastage of good material 
which I see going on around us in the educational institutions of the country. 
As one connected with industry, I naturally attach great importance to the 
development of industrial education amongst both the Hindu and Moslem 
communities and probably more jimongst the Mosh'ms, for there is no denying 
the fact that we, the Moslems of India, and specially of Ihuigal, are compara- 
tively a poor community, and it behoves us to see how that jK)verty and the 
causes relating to it may be removed. In this we have an a<l vantage over our 
Hindu brethren. Trade, commerce and industry are not prohibited to us : 
our forebears had made notable achievements in this direction. Our laws of 
inheritance are more democratic in their effect upon the distribution of wealth 
than any other law which I know of, preventing the possibility of the 
accumulation of inherited wealth in individuals and thus stimulating 
individual efforts. Circumstances, into which I need not enter at the present 
moment, have thrown back our community a great deal. The Hindu 
community is making great and rapid strides especially in Bengal. I wish 
our Hindu brethren godspeed. As a Moslem, I cannot forg(?t that in the 
dark ages of Europe the lamp of learning was kept burning in the Moslem 
Universities in Asia and Europe. W^hile in the true interest of humanity the 
ideals of knowledge must be kept up, knowledge based upon the ideals which 
had prevailed in the East, it is equally in the interest of humanity that 
moral and intellectual development should be accompanied by material 
prosperity which can only be achieved by the growth and progress t)f industry. 
My Lord, what have we got to show in this direction? A weaving school at 
Serampore, of the result of which much is not known to the outside public, 
and an Engineering College at Sibpur, whose students are said to lack the 
practical knowledge of the West, are probably all that we have. 

The Government, no doubt, would like to put the blame upon the people 
as being unwilling to make the same venture as the nations of the West ; but 
would that be a correct attitude for the Government to take up in dealing 
with the industrial development of India ? In the growth of industries, would 
it be possible for a nation, whose education has been founded and is still 
continued upon the basis of ancient classics, whether of the East ortho West, 
to enter with any chance of success into competition with the well-established 
and organised industries of Groat Britain, America and the Continent of 
Europe ? 
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My Lord, it seoms to mo that the Government are awakening at laHt to a 
sense of their true responsibility. A high official of your Lordship’s Government, 
while addressing students, laid great stress on the work done by Govern- 
ment for the protection of life and property. Though that is no doubt a great 
work, you must give the people bread before you prevent them being robbed 
and it is gratifying to us to note that efficient administration is not over- 
looking the needs of the people, in directions other than the preservation of 
peace and order. Even the high priests of free trade are advocating a 
qualified system of protection for home industries. We, who might be 
likened to mere babies lying helpless in the cradle of life in comparison to the 
giant nations of the West, have been overwhelmed with the produce of other 
countries, much more industrially advanced, and manufactured under a 
system which gives us no chance. To day, my Lord, what can be more pitiable 
than that while America and Japan, taking advantage of the European 
war, are flooding our country with their rotten produce, we are sitting 
practically helpless with folded hands ? The responsibility for this state of 
things lies, 1 believe, in the spirit of Kritish rule, which would leave every 
thing to individuals. The result is seen in various directions. I have had 
to close down my Silk Mills, the only ones in Bengal, for want of aniline dyes 
and even the time-honoured and immemorial festival of the ^ Holi ’ had to be 
content to be celebrated without its accompaniment, the red powder. 
Government little realise that this latter incident lias aftectod their 
prestige in the bazars of India where the dependence of Great Britain 
on German dyes and German industries forms the subject of unenlightened 
gossip. 

My Lord, wo note that^a Commission, with representatives of our 
people included in its body, has been just ap})ointed to inquire into the 
industrial position and possibilities of India. 1 believe that your Lord- 
ship’s Government had no hand in the choice of niombors of that Com- 
mission ; but as one connected with the industrial life of India and 
its difficulties, so far as private enterprise is concerned, it seoms to me 
that the Commission would have been more fruitful of results if it had 
included more men with greater intimate knowledge of the economic 
conditions of this and other countries, with knowledge of the industrial 
system of Japan, America and the Continent of Europe, so that we might 
have had the benefit of their experience as to how it was possible to 
introduce successful industries carried on with indigenous capital into 
countries which wore until lately wholly agricultural, and how far the Govern- 
ment should and might assist such industries and in what way. My Lord, 
the composition of the Commission points to an interest in the mineral 
resources of India. If, my Lord, the result of the t^ommission is the exploita- 
tion of the mineral wealth of India in the interest of foreign capitalists, our 
last stage will be worse than the first. For now wo have dumped down on 
the Indian market produce of foreign countries which we pay for with Indian 
produce which may be renewed from year to year. But nothing will 
compensate India if foreign capitalists take away her mineral wealth in 
exchange for their manufactures. The great question is to induce the flow of 
indigenous capital into the manufactures and industries of the country, the 
suggestion of means by which confidence will be created and Government 
brought into closer touch with the industrial life of the country. It has often 
been said that it is no business of Government to come to the aid of the 
industries of the country. It may be true of the highly-developed organisa-. 
tions of the West ; but it can hardly hold good in a country wholly untrained 
in the industrialism of the modern state, and face to face with keen competi- 
tion with countries where industries are fostered by their Governments in 
every possible way and specially by the weight of their political power. If 
the Ooromission will show us how industries may be fostered in the 
country without the influx of foreign capital, it will bear some fruit. However, 

I hope it will not share the fate of some commissions of which we have had 
some experience. 
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My Lord, I began by referring to the educational system of the country 
as it now prevails, I do not wish to dwell upon that unpleasant but not 
inexplicable foatun* of the association of some memluTs t)f our student com- 
munity with anarchical ideas. It may be, and 1 am sure it is, that sCiidents 
cut off from home life and all the influences of Iiome and east adrift 
into the turbid stream of a big city like Calcutta may be easily caught inti» the 
net of designing and evil-disposed persons, spt^cially wlum the latter api>roaeh 
them in the garb of friends and deliverers. This is an evil wdiich is perliaps 
avoidable by bringing education nearer the homes of our student p(»pulation ; 
but that tlie hapj)ening of an incident like that, which is forming the subject 
of an inquiry at the present moment, should be possible in an institution like 
the Presidency College of Calcutta, conducted under the direct supm-vision of 
Government, is a serious indication of the laxity of moral discipline in 
the present system of education of our youths : that it should be p 08 sil)le 
for Indian j’ouths to insult their teachers is a thing at which the ancient 
teachers of India, Hindu or Moslem, wouhl stand aghast. The old bond, 
the old sympathy, the old attitude of mind which bound the guru and his 
disciples, the maulvi and his pupils, as father and sons, seems to have gone 
alt(jgether. Many of the teachers and professors do not even know 90 per 
cent, of the names of their pupils. Should we not learn something from 
the missionary mstitutions where better relations between the teacher and 
the taught prevail ? It may be well to cry out that all sense of discipline 
is gone, but when nothing is done in our schools and colleges to inculcate 
into tile minds of our youths tlu* elementary principles which sliould govern 
their relations with authority, parental, tutorial or otherwises ; when no 
attempt is made to train them in habits of obedience ; when license is taught 
as the equivalent of liberty ; it is no use to apply tbc lash. The rod must 
break on a back that has hardened with time. You cannot achieve by a 
momentary shew of displeasure what rcwjyinis years of patiiuit and loving 
work. The dismissal of the whole college for tlie fault of a few students 
is like tlie punisliiiKuit of a whole nation for the crime of a f©w individuals : 
it only aggravates the evil. I sliould not like to anti(upat(* thcn'esult of the 
laliouvs of I lie romniitti'e iliat is now sitting over this matUu*. I only hope 
that the Goniinittee will give us the lead in se reorganising th(^ lif(< of our 
student eomnuiuity as to make the recurnmee of such regrettable incidents 
pr a e t i ca 1 1 y i n q los si bl e . 

My Lord, talking of tlie causes of unrest amongst the students, J do not 
rhink it would be right to ignore the sense of alarm am! grave, discontent 
that pri'vails among the solier and steady resident population of Calcutta, by 
reason of the operations of the (Calcutta Improvement Trust. My Lord, a 
grievous injustice was done to Calcutta wlion the Government, while borrow- 
ing the main provisions of the Improvement Act from Bombay, omitted, for 
reasons best known to their advisers, to adopt tlie constitution of th^^ Bombay 
Improvement Trust. The result was what any man with ordinary common 
sense would expect. In Bombay they have got a hoily of 14 with 3 nomi- 
nated members. In Calcutta we have a body of 11 with 4 mombors, nomi- 
nated practically on tlio recommendation of the Presidont, and three members, 
one being the Chairman of the Corporation of Calcutta, one olioscn l»y the 
officialised moiety of tlio same body and the other by th(3 Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, so that in a body of eleven, we have, including the President* 
eight official or semi-official members, who have no more knowledge of the 
real life of Calcutta than the proverbial man in tbo moon. The birth-rate 
and death-rate may be known to them, and the slums and the number of 
houses and huts which crowd the spaces of Calcutta may also be Itnown ; 
but what is unknown to, and unknowable by, lliese gentlemen is the life 
with all its hopes and fears, its innermost sentiments and aspirations, that 
is throbbing inside those houses and huts. 

The administration of the Trust has caused great alarm and dissatisfac- 
tion ; our people who were so much attached to their homes are no longer sure 
that they can dwell in them with any sense of security or that they can leave 
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My Lord, it seoms to mo that the Government are awakening at laHt to a 
sense of their true responsibility. A high official of your Lordship’s Government, 
while addressing students, laid great stress on the work done by Govern- 
ment for the protection of life and property. Though that is no doubt a great 
work, you must give the people bread before you prevent them being robbed 
and it is gratifying to us to note that efficient administration is not over- 
looking the needs of the people, in directions other than the preservation of 
peace and order. Even the high priests of free trade are advocating a 
qualified system of protection for home industries. We, who might be 
likened to mere babies lying helpless in the cradle of life in comparison to the 
giant nations of the West, have been overwhelmed with the produce of other 
countries, much more industrially advanced, and manufactured under a 
system which gives us no chance. To day, my Lord, what can be more pitiable 
than that while America and Japan, taking advantage of the European 
war, are flooding our country with their rotten produce, we are sitting 
practically helpless with folded hands ? The responsibility for this state of 
things lies, 1 believe, in the spirit of Kritish rule, which would leave every 
thing to individuals. The result is seen in various directions. I have had 
to close down my Silk Mills, the only ones in Bengal, for want of aniline dyes 
and even the time-honoured and immemorial festival of the ^ Holi ’ had to be 
content to be celebrated without its accompaniment, the red powder. 
Government little realise that this latter incident lias aftectod their 
prestige in the bazars of India where the dependence of Great Britain 
on German dyes and German industries forms the subject of unenlightened 
gossip. 

My Lord, wo note that^a Commission, with representatives of our 
people included in its body, has been just ap})ointed to inquire into the 
industrial position and possibilities of India. 1 believe that your Lord- 
ship’s Government had no hand in the choice of niombors of that Com- 
mission ; but as one connected with the industrial life of India and 
its difficulties, so far as private enterprise is concerned, it seoms to me 
that the Commission would have been more fruitful of results if it had 
included more men with greater intimate knowledge of the economic 
conditions of this and other countries, with knowledge of the industrial 
system of Japan, America and the Continent of Europe, so that we might 
have had the benefit of their experience as to how it was possible to 
introduce successful industries carried on with indigenous capital into 
countries which wore until lately wholly agricultural, and how far the Govern- 
ment should and might assist such industries and in what way. My Lord, 
the composition of the Commission points to an interest in the mineral 
resources of India. If, my Lord, the result of the t^ommission is the exploita- 
tion of the mineral wealth of India in the interest of foreign capitalists, our 
last stage will be worse than the first. For now wo have dumped down on 
the Indian market produce of foreign countries which we pay for with Indian 
produce which may be renewed from year to year. But nothing will 
compensate India if foreign capitalists take away her mineral wealth in 
exchange for their manufactures. The great question is to induce the flow of 
indigenous capital into the manufactures and industries of the country, the 
suggestion of means by which confidence will be created and Government 
brought into closer touch with the industrial life of the country. It has often 
been said that it is no business of Government to come to the aid of the 
industries of the country. It may be true of the highly-developed organisa-. 
tions of the West ; but it can hardly hold good in a country wholly untrained 
in the industrialism of the modern state, and face to face with keen competi- 
tion with countries where industries are fostered by their Governments in 
every possible way and specially by the weight of their political power. If 
the Ooromission will show us how industries may be fostered in the 
country without the influx of foreign capital, it will bear some fruit. However, 

I hope it will not share the fate of some commissions of which we have had 
some experience. 
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pillory in the press ; the result of their efforts min-'misod and sometimes 
brought to nought by the cleverness of lawyers, and finally assassinatiou 
in the open streets without protest and without help from the passers-by. 
Are we to aid to this list by deprivinsf them of the funds necessary for not 
only improving tlioii service, l)ut even for maintaining its efficiency? In 
truth the policeman’s lot will not be a happy one. My Lord, there are men, 
possibly in this Council, though I trust not, who soein to be systematically 
op])Osed to any fresh grant to tin* police, and even, 1 believe, if they had 
their way, would reduce the grant. Tin* re are men who, if it wore not for 
this self-same police, would be getting their throats cut three days a week and 
shot at the other four. The^ifi men may smile now, but surround thm’r housr^s 
with dacoits, and they would vorj cheiTfully (‘xchangi* (*verything they had 
for a couple of stout policemen. My Lord, in no eireunistances and uinler 
no pressure can we afford to economise in the matter of police, in tin* mattt*r 
of maintaining law and ord(T. Wit lioiit that law and order, tln^ rest of the 
money spent in (►ther din'ctions may well be wasti‘d. There can be no falser 
economy suggested or desired than a curtailment of expenditure on the polici'.” 

The Ilon’ble RAI PRASANNA KUMAR RAY RAIIADUR said 

“My Lord, while congratulating your Excellency’s Government on the 
satisfactory character of the Budget, i may he allowt^d to say at the outset 
that I fully realizes th(< difficulties which the Hon’bh' the Einnnce Memlxn* 
had to contend with in preparing it. We all know ‘the exceptional eircum» 
stances ’ referred to by the Hon’blc Member in his Budget note, because* of 
which it has been found impossible to |)ruvide for the n*grant of all the 
unexpended balances of the Imj)orial giants under certain important heads 
and for which tin' Govoniment of India have b(H*n compelled to issue the 
mandate that the Budget must lie prepared on the principle that the Provin- 
cial balances would not be availalde for exjienditure in the financial y(‘ar 
that has just begun. We are all praying for the tlay when the circiimstancos 
will change wdth the termination of the (ireat War. The pinch would have 
been felt long ago ev(*n out here had il not heim for tlie splendid ri^soure(*s 
of the British Raj, botli in men and money, and its w'onderful economic 
organisation, which has elicited the unstinted admiration of tlie wliole world. 

My Lord, I foci diffident to offer any lengthy criticism on the Budget. 
Every one will admit that it is not the time to do that. And if we offer any 
criticism at all, J hope your ExcLdleiiey will appreciate our motive in doing 
so as being a sincen! desire of serving the (Jovtu-nmenl with helpful sugges- 
tions — a duty wliich we owe not only to our constituents but also to your 
Excellency’s Govern ineiit. I will therefore coniine my remarks to some r)f 
the most important heads in the Budget. 

Education. 

My Lord, it is rather disappoiuting to find that the provision under the 
head Education for 11)16-17 is only Ks. 88,30,000 as against Rs. 1,05,62,0')0, 
tlie sanctioned estimate of last year. 1 am glad to find, howevor, that 
inspection charges have been curtailed i>y about Rs. 28,001), thougli the figui*e 
is still considerably more than the sanctioned estimate of last year. There is 
one provision in the Budget, my Lord, wliich I do nut understanil, and that is 
the provision of Rs. 68,()0() for the Hastings* House School. So far as I know, 
tl\e idea of the Hastings House School emanated from a few successful 
professional and business men. The originators of the school were perhaps 
prompted by the fear that their hopefuls would bo spoiled if they received their 
education in the existing schools along with other children whose parents were 
not gifted with the world’s riches to tlm extent that they tlnunselvos wore. So 
far so good. But when it comes to tapping the Provincial Revenue for tin? 
mere gratification of the desire of a handful of persons — of persons, moreover, 
who have the means of gratifying their desire— I respectfully submit, my 
Lord, that every taxpayer has a right to know more about it. My Lord. ^ 
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can well undorBtand rTOveriiincnt spending ('xtra money over the education of 
a particularly backward coimnuuity, but in this case it is not a particular 
coinnmnity that is going to be biuietitod. Any b )y can be admitted into the 
HastingH Iloiia(‘ SchfK)! provided bis peopb* arc fairly rich — it does not matter 
Avhether they arc zamindars or Hhoi)kcep<^rs — the only thing required is 
wealth. In such circumKtanci‘s 1 wcjuld rospectfully ask the Hon’blo 
Mcnilxn* wlictluT this grant of Rs. 58,000 from the public revenue is justifi- 
al»lc. My Lord, riovcniment have* already given up the idea of a college for 
well-to-do classes in conneetioii with the Dacca University. Not only was 
popular feeling against it but the landed aristocracy were also against it. I 
have no (piarn‘1 with the, promoters of the Hastings House School ; what I 
would respectfully ask is whutlKU* th(u-(‘ is any need for Governnient to recog- 
nise that school by making such a big grant. If it wore a school oxclusively 
for the sons of aristf)eratic houses in Bengal — in that case also 1 doubt very 
much whether th(‘ gi'ant would have been justifiable, for, as the Hoii’blc the 
Maharajiodhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan pointed out in a speech in this 
Council Chamber with reference, to the proposed college for well-to-do 
classes, tlmt aristocracy in India is not at all like what it is in European 
countries. In India tlie aristfKjrats do not form a class by themselvos. 
Here aristocracy is a inatUn* of caste ; its critc^rion is not wealth — least of 
all [»rof(‘Hsion ally-acquired wealth. 

This sum or (‘veii a fraction of it, f venture to submit, could have been 
V(‘ry properly utilised for a hostel for students, whose claim for 

a separate hostel was so ably put forward at the meeting of the 13th March 
last by iny hon’ble friend, Rai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

Sanitation. 

Although sanitation like other heads has also found sufficient support 
in t he pn^sent Budgi^t, yet it is gratifying to note that a further sum of one 
lakh of ruiiees has l)een found for it, making a total of riijM^es two lakhs and 
a half under this sub-liead t(» provide additirmal funds for anti-malarial 
measures and otlnu* sanitary iiiqu-ovennnits. My Lord, your Exccdlency’s 
Coverniiumt have retjognised the urgent need id taking some sti'ps in order 
to check th(^ ravagi's made by malaria in this Presidency. The Hon’ble 
Nawab Syed Shams-ul-Hu(la in rejdy to a resolution moved by my friend 
the Ilon’bh- Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur on the 13th March assured him 
that Coviu-nment would taki* steps as soon as tin* report of the Malaria 
Committee was ri'ceived. It is not for us laymen to suggest any scheme for 
ilriving out malaria from Bengal. But we all know that malaria C4in be 
driven out from here as it has Ikmui driven out from Italy, And in Italy, 
my Lonl, it was the Government who took the initiative in the matter. It 
is often urged, even by mmi who ought to know better, that the people are 
apaihetic in the matter of malaria, tliat if they themselves take proper care 
and precaution and improve the sanitary condition of their surroundings, 
malaria will gradually be driven off. It is merely a half-truth, my Lord* 
The people have iK’ver in any country and in any ago taken the initiative in 
tlu‘si‘ matters. The State must show them the way, tin? Government must 
hidp them to realise the necessity of protecting themselves before they begin 
to help themselves. This has been the lesson of hisfbry, and it is no use 
accusing the Indian people of indifference and apathy in the matter of 
sanitation. 

There is another reason, my Lord, why this question should be taken 
up in right earnest now. ’Phe economic prossure that is gradually making 
itsidf felt upon persons belonging to the middle class, whose business or 
])rofi'ssiuii compels them to be in or near Calcutta, will ultimately end in 
pushing ibem out of the city, and whore are they to go if the suburbs are 
not opened out ? The Calcutta Improvement Trust, which, by the way, 
seems to bo immune from the effects of the War^ has already compelled many 
persons to leave the city. But the question of congestion in Calcutta cannot 
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be solved so easily. My Lord, I have heard even from persons whose 
ancestors settled in Calcutta after the battle of Plassey and who pride them* 
selves as old Calcuttites thi.t they would be glad to leave the city at once 
if they could find some place near it where they could live q|ieaply, breathe 
purer air and from where they could come daily to their places of husiiioss in 
Calcutta. This can only be effected, my Lord, if this malaria question is 
taken up in right earnest by the Government and that without any undue 
loss of time. I hope, with the Hon'ble Nawab 8yed Shams-ul-Huda, that 
the Hon’ble Dr. Sarkar, who is a distinguished member of the Malaria 
Committee, will urge that Committee to submit their recommendations to 
Government at as early a date as possible, so that work may soon be com- 
menced in this direction. Whatever their recommendations may be, I hope, 
my Lord, that money will not be wanting in tlie next Budget, at any rate to 
give effect to them. In this connection I make a special appeal to the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the finances of this Presidency — a Presidency for whiclr' 
he declared his love in the last Dacca Council meeting. He would not like to 
see this hoautiful province factory-ridden and smoko-befogged, but would he 
tolerate the Angel of Death taking his annual toll hy the hundred thousands 
from this beautiful land ? 


Miscellaneous. 

My Lord, I am always glad when there is a decrease in revt^nuo under 
the hoad Excise. The causes of this decrease are no doubt the distressed 
conditions arising from the War. These conditions will pass away, but I 
hope with them will also pass away the craving for liquor on the part of the 
poor people. 

My Lord, tln^ authorities must bo congratulated on the success which 
has attended their efforts in suppressing anarchical dacoities in Bengal — 
especially the motor-dacoities in or near Calcutta. That is siiHicient justi- 
fication for any extra expenditure that has heeii incurred. 

This day. two years jigo, we expressod our satisfaction for tim provision ' 
mad(^ to increase the pay of the last grade of inunsifs. But we find that our 
satisfaction was premature. This year there is not only no provision in the 
Budget, but even a Rtnolution by rny hon’ble friend Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq failed 
to make any visible change in it. The munsifs must rest satisfied with the 
Hon’ble Nawab Syed Sliamn-ul-Huda’s reassuring words, but hope ileferred 
might make even th^ h irdjii jd hearts of the munsifs sick. No ottect also, 
it appears, will be given t » the lon^-deCerre I scheme for the improvomont of 
the pay of Registration clerks till after the prose it crisis is over. Theirs is a 
very hard lot indeed, and it would havi} boon an act ol kindness if Govern- 
ment could have found tlndr way to provide some money for introducing at 
least a portion of the revision this year. 

It is, however, refreshing to note that we are shortly going to have a 
Director of Industries, and it is hoped that under his direction indigenous 
industries will receive an impetus. The sum of one lakh of ruiiees is rather a 
modest amount to carry on experiments with, hut I am sure that next year the 
Budget will show a considerably higher figure under this head. Bulf^my 
Lord, howevormuch we may encour^ indigenous industries, we cannot 
forget that Bengal is essentially an agricultural pr ivince and the sum allotted 
under the head Agriculture is in my opinion quite inadequate. I sincerely 
hope, my Lord, that this very important Department will receive its due 
share of attention at the hands of your Excellency’s Government so that 
Agriculture may thrive and prosper side by side with manufacturing 
inaustries. - 

With those words I conclude my observations on the Budget. Man); of 
us will not perhaps oome Uhek to this OounciHGhamber again, and I take this 
^portunitf > of expressing our gratfifoloe^ to your Excellency and your 
Excelleiw’s officilf odlmigfues for ^hlfMrtesy they have always shown 
towards fs-Hfche noq-official Mmuberd! ” 
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can well undorBtand rTOveriiincnt spending ('xtra money over the education of 
a particularly backward coimnuuity, but in this case it is not a particular 
coinnmnity that is going to be biuietitod. Any b )y can be admitted into the 
HastingH Iloiia(‘ SchfK)! provided bis peopb* arc fairly rich — it does not matter 
Avhether they arc zamindars or Hhoi)kcep<^rs — the only thing required is 
wealth. In such circumKtanci‘s 1 wcjuld rospectfully ask the Hon’blo 
Mcnilxn* wlictluT this grant of Rs. 58,000 from the public revenue is justifi- 
al»lc. My Lord, riovcniment have* already given up the idea of a college for 
well-to-do classes in conneetioii with the Dacca University. Not only was 
popular feeling against it but the landed aristocracy were also against it. I 
have no (piarn‘1 with the, promoters of the Hastings House School ; what I 
would respectfully ask is whutlKU* th(u-(‘ is any need for Governnient to recog- 
nise that school by making such a big grant. If it wore a school oxclusively 
for the sons of aristf)eratic houses in Bengal — in that case also 1 doubt very 
much whether th(‘ gi'ant would have been justifiable, for, as the Hoii’blc the 
Maharajiodhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan pointed out in a speech in this 
Council Chamber with reference, to the proposed college for well-to-do 
classes, tlmt aristocracy in India is not at all like what it is in European 
countries. In India tlie aristfKjrats do not form a class by themselvos. 
Here aristocracy is a inatUn* of caste ; its critc^rion is not wealth — least of 
all [»rof(‘Hsion ally-acquired wealth. 

This sum or (‘veii a fraction of it, f venture to submit, could have been 
V(‘ry properly utilised for a hostel for students, whose claim for 

a separate hostel was so ably put forward at the meeting of the 13th March 
last by iny hon’ble friend, Rai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

Sanitation. 

Although sanitation like other heads has also found sufficient support 
in t he pn^sent Budgi^t, yet it is gratifying to note that a further sum of one 
lakh of ruiiees has l)een found for it, making a total of riijM^es two lakhs and 
a half under this sub-liead t(» provide additirmal funds for anti-malarial 
measures and otlnu* sanitary iiiqu-ovennnits. My Lord, your Exccdlency’s 
Coverniiumt have retjognised the urgent need id taking some sti'ps in order 
to check th(^ ravagi's made by malaria in this Presidency. The Hon’ble 
Nawab Syed Shams-ul-Hu(la in rejdy to a resolution moved by my friend 
the Ilon’bh- Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur on the 13th March assured him 
that Coviu-nment would taki* steps as soon as tin* report of the Malaria 
Committee was ri'ceived. It is not for us laymen to suggest any scheme for 
ilriving out malaria from Bengal. But we all know that malaria C4in be 
driven out from here as it has Ikmui driven out from Italy, And in Italy, 
my Lonl, it was the Government who took the initiative in the matter. It 
is often urged, even by mmi who ought to know better, that the people are 
apaihetic in the matter of malaria, tliat if they themselves take proper care 
and precaution and improve the sanitary condition of their surroundings, 
malaria will gradually be driven off. It is merely a half-truth, my Lord* 
The people have iK’ver in any country and in any ago taken the initiative in 
tlu‘si‘ matters. The State must show them the way, tin? Government must 
hidp them to realise the necessity of protecting themselves before they begin 
to help themselves. This has been the lesson of hisfbry, and it is no use 
accusing the Indian people of indifference and apathy in the matter of 
sanitation. 

There is another reason, my Lord, why this question should be taken 
up in right earnest now. ’Phe economic prossure that is gradually making 
itsidf felt upon persons belonging to the middle class, whose business or 
])rofi'ssiuii compels them to be in or near Calcutta, will ultimately end in 
pushing ibem out of the city, and whore are they to go if the suburbs are 
not opened out ? The Calcutta Improvement Trust, which, by the way, 
seems to bo immune from the effects of the War^ has already compelled many 
persons to leave the city. But the question of congestion in Calcutta cannot 
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Mjr LorJ, in orier to make my meaning clear, I will aslc the indulgences 
of my hon’ble colleai^ues to travel back with me a [)eriod of nearly 
three J^ara and a half to fix their attention on the condition of thing^s 
immediataly on the annulment of the partition. With a view to prevent a set- 
back in the educational progress of Eastern Iteng^al, t?e were promised a 
University at Dacca. Ever since 1912 provisions were beiiifif made in every 
budjifet for this proposed University, and each year we were told to live on 
the hq>e that this University would soon be an accoinplislK^d fact. We are 
now told that a costly project like a University at Dacca is out of the 
bounds of possibility in the near future. I can understand that a big 
scheme like this cannot he (]evelop(*d in a day, hut dues it really .tale years 
and years for the scheme to mature and develop if only the will to carry the 
work through be not wanting? Even under the stress and turm ul of the 
war, the new province of Diliar ami Orissa could get sueh a costly institution 
as a new High Court at Patna. Could not the same energj' and theirame 
quickness of despatch have accomplished at Dacca what tlu'y diil umler*such 
abnormal conditions at Bankipur? Perhaps the Dacca University lies buried 
deep beneatli some dusty files in some Secretariat, while the p(‘ople of Eastern 
Bengal are no wiser tliau the unfortunate oilman’s Imllock hoping that 
considerable progress lias been male, although matte are absolutely at a 
stand-still. 


My Lord, another project which seems to hav(‘ got round som(‘ oilman’s 
Imllock and is being turned roan I and round the Secretariat pressing 
machines is the proposed Muhammadan College at Caleutra. A notification for 
the acquisition r)f lands lias no doubt Iumui issue 1, but the College itself is as 
far from being an actual reality as anything in a visionary dream. I hav(5 
no doubt t’lat if tlu' authorities concermHi had thi^ least intmUion of giving 
us a relief iii this matter, the scheme would liav(* be(*n an accomplished fact 
long ago. But the officials allowed the matter to proevastinati* witli the 
result that the present financial strain on our n^sources has shut out thi^ ]>os- 
sibility of any consideration of the sciieim* for years to come. 


My Lord, another project which has sliared the same fate is the one Jor 
a hostel for Muhammadan boys sonu^wlien' in the vicinity of College Square ih 
Calcutta. Jt was in 1913 that T drew the attentirm of Ooverninent to tlu; 
pressing necessity for such a hostel, and since then I liavc^ never lost any 
opportunity of urging this matter on the attention of rirovernment. In the 
session of the Legislative Council held at Dacca in 1914 the Director of 
Public Instruction, speaking to one of my resolutions on this subject, adinitk^d 
that the difficulties of Muhammadan students r(?garvling iiostel accommodation 
were extremely real and genuine, and ht* prac-tically endorsf*d all that I 
lb say as regards the ad iptiou of early steps lor the removal of such difficulties. " 
More than tliree years Iiave elnjised since this matter was first discussed 
in this Council, and to-ilay, at the end of my term, ^ I am leaving the matter 
in exactly the same condition as at the beginning. It is true that a small 
hostel has been established at Wellington Square in a rented house as a 
^temporary 'measure, but this is far from giving the students a real relief. My 
hon’ble frfend the Vice-Chancellor told us about a year ago that he was going 
to establish a hostel out of University funds for Muhammadan studetftsin the 
vicinity of Cdlege Square. I understand that a beginning has been made, 
and I sincerely hope tliat the project may not get round the neck of some 
oilman’s bullock to be turned round and round some pressing machine of the 
University. The finances of the University must have been very little 
affected by the war. and there can be no possible r&son forHhe post^ne- 
ment of this Univewity hostel on any ground whatsoever, r - 


My Lord, {piother*projeet which seems to have got strangled atjipB very 
birth is the Ony ior the Muhaminadan Hailat Dacca. Tt may be a sui^ise for 
many of my bon^le friends to hear that the foundation stone oi this Mubarn- 
nuMUm Hail, wbioWwaCreall^r for Muhammadan 

slaomtSt ajmally laid jjgrKEKmarles Bayley on^e eve of hia/etivemeni as 
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Lioutenant-Oovernor of the ill-fated province of £a;$tern Bengal and Aaaam. 

^ It is \ said Sir Charles Bayley on the occasion of iu 3 dng the foundation stone 
of the hail and referring to the remarkable progress in educati<m made by the 
Muhammtuftns in Eastern Bengal, ' a very great pleasure to me on leaving this v 
Provinoe to find tnat mucli prpgi^ss has already been made and that a 
Foundation has been laid on which tily Hucoessors may i*ear a splendid 
3di6ce.* The foundation of the edifit'e was no doubt well and truly laid, 
but little did Sir Charles Bayley know at the time that Ins successors were 
l^oing to build the edifice itself in the air. It is time that the foundation 
stone with all iistiuemorable associations be now handed over to the Arcbsoo- 
[pgioal tfe^ariment of the Government to be preserved as^^a part of the 
:!uriosities of a forsaken capital. 

My Lord, I have hitherto mentioned only a few instances in which' the 
most urgent and important schemes have been allowed to be shelved and 
whiodi have n iw got to* be given up altogether. The dilatory methods ado^ ted 
with feterence to these and similar projects were certainly not due lo mere 
lethargy or latiness, for officials can be marvellousty quick and energetic over 
any pet project of their own. I have already alluded to the case of the Patna 
High Court which was conceived, dcvelopo 1 and carried inti) execution under 
the mo^abnortnally unfavourable conditions. I am remindel of the case of 
the Hastings House School in Calcutta as another instance of the quickness 
with wliicll' sohemes can he carried throii;(h in rhe face of the acutest 
of financial embarrasstnentH. It seems a little perplexing that there should be 
one procG lure for some schemes and projects, but quite'a different one for 
others whiiSh may not happen to catch the fancy ^f officials. 

My Lord, the Hon'ble NawabSaiyid Nawab Ali Obaudhuri has complained 
that rh^ promises about making Dacca the secou i capital of the Presidency has 
not been faithfully kepi. I am not |>rei)ared to share in his disappointment. 
The tn*atmont meted out to Dacca ought to have been foreseen by every 
Benail)le man in ElaHtern Bengal. The declaration about the position of Dacoa 
as a Hecoiid capital of this Presidency was only a ))art of the programme ofi;he ' 
annulment of the partition, wliich itself proceeded on broken pledges and 
l^nfedeoinod promises. It is no wonder that the inevitable has at last come 
to pass and has consigned Dacca to its doom. With the fall of Dacca as a 
capital city, many an important project relating to the welfare of tire pcjople 
of Eastern Bengal sefmis to have gradually slip ped o it of the attention of 
officials. I could have spoken for hours if 1 had been permitted to enter into 
minute details, but the limitation of time at my disposal compels mo to make 
only passing references to a few specific instances. 

there is the canalisation of Dacca khals and the Dacca Drainag4 
Scheiiie: ' This was sanctioned and budgeted for by the Government df 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, and in 19IH-14 the iir,st hulget of the |>resent 
Government provided for a payiiie it of Rs. 22,()00 as fees to Messrs. Lane,*" 
Brown and Heiiett for the iireparation of a sewerage scheme for Dacca 
city. In 1915 the Hou’blo Nawab Syed Shams-ul-Hu la gave an assurance 
that the schemes would be carried into effect, but we do not find ahy mention,. - 
of this item in the budget, nor any explanation of the delay. . ^ 

The next item I wanted to refer to is the Dacca Arioha Itoad^ 


Attention has alr^dy been drawn to this matter, and I need not repeat 
what has been said. « , 

Di^inff tip of the Dhalleswari is a serious problem, which should be 
immediateTy solved. « ** 


It — Reference has already made to these by the*^ « 

Hon ^e . 'Nawab Sai^d Nawab Alt Ollaudhani who has shown how Govern- 
ment bastefiseted a sayinr of Rs. 1,640 yearly at an, expense of between 17 to 
22 thouMiid a year. ‘ ^ * 

I must DOW leave |}acca end Eastern Sengaljo their faie. a»d turn fopi « 
moment to one or tw<^clblems affecting tfaeom^'of SItt^ 1 I||nlfcisneduo^ 
in itongnt Jltd8',trn|jre,^ave always pressWibr^e 
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the claims of our community in this matter, hut in doing ho we have never 
presRcd for anything new. \\V have never asked Government to ^part in 
the slightest measure from their own recognised j)rineipleH. All autlioritii'S 
have constantly pressed the claims of Muhammadan education for special 
consideration. Kvtm the well-known Hindu deputation, headisl l)y Sir Rash 
Behari Ghose, whicli waitc^d on His Kxeelhmcy Lord Hardinge in Calcutta on 
the 16th of Fehruary 191:^ in connection with the now historie univm-sity at 
Dacca, had trlie frankness t() conciMh* that ‘ The whole province will wt‘lcome 
the grant of special facilities for the spread of i*ducation among the Muham- 
madans ill the shapi^ of endowments and a morellheral award of sclnjlarships.’ 
The Kilucatioii Commission of 1881. which was ihe most rej resenlative ImmIv 
that ev(‘r investigated the eiitiri‘ prohlem of education in India, after making 
careful and (*xliaustivt‘ incjuiries on the suhject, formnlati'd a s(U’i(‘s of 
recommendations for tlie eiieountgeineiit of Muliammadan education. It was 
in 1871 that tin* then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in a minut(‘aeknowIiMlgi‘,d 
that the Muhammadans were not being fairly treated in Bengal with ri^gard to 
the educational imndiiiiery. Nearly 4.') years have passed siiKM- them, ami 1 will 
not. shrink a monnuit from remarking that the sittiation is not vm-y much 
lu‘tter to-day. Gn the 1 1th of March 1913 the Iloidhie NawahSaiyid Nawah 
Ali Chaudliuri moved a resolution recoinim'nding that substantial grants, both 
recurring and non-recurring, be set apart for tlie rurtlierance of seliemes of 
Muhammadan education, and tlie resolution was aeeepted by tin* then Din'cior 
of Public Instruction in an eloiiutuii spiu'cli, which is a mastm-piece in 
the arl of self-glurihcation. At Ihe end of thriM* yi'ars it will he profitable to 
consider for a moment how these )>rnmises have l»een kept. In reply to an 
interpellation of mine on the 6th of March of this yviir the Hon’ble .Mr. Do 
funiislied a statement showing the (otal expenditure, both recurring and 
uon-n^curring, on education i‘itlier from Inijierial grant or out of the royal 
grant for education, and also tlu* amount spent under these two heads in the 
furtherance of schonuis for the advanctunent of Muhammadan education. It 
appears that ihe non-recurring ex]n‘mliture on eilucation during Ihese three 
years amounts to a little over fifty-one lakhs, out of which tlie amount spmiton ^ 
Muhammadan education aiiiounis to a little over four lakhs. vSimilarly, the ^ 
amount of iion-recurriiig expenses during the years 1912-15 ainounls to nearly 
50 lakhs, out of which barely a lakh and a half seems (o have been spmii on 
schemes in the furtlioraiicc of Muhammadan education. Tlu' total I'xpciiditure 
during these years on both the heads, recurring and non-r(*curring, ha|)|)eiiH to 
be one crore and 67 thousand, and the exact amount spent on schemes for 
Muhammadan education comes up to the sorry figure Rs. 6,12,694 — in other 
words, a poor percentage of about 6 per cent. T do not for a moment, wish 
t6 impute any motive to otUcials, higli or low, in their treatment of the 
claims of the Muhammadan community, hut there seems to he a iiialignaiit 
fate dogging the steps of our community and paralysing the efforts of the 
officials in furthering our interests. 


My Lord, there is one other matter relating to the prohleins of Muham- 
madan education, which is of the utmost importance to our comniiiiiity and 
which T fcannot on the present occasion overlook. I refer to the ncci'ssity for 
providing Persian and Arabic teachers in High and Middle English scdiools in 
•' this Presidency. This was one of the recommendations of tlu^ Education 
^Commission, and the matter has been constantly iiressod on the atteniion of 
thp Education Department not merely l»y individual leaders of our community 
but also by various public associations and educational conferenees. It is 
therefore a matter of sincere grief t<) us that the answer of the HoiPhle 
Mr. De on the 27th March 1916 to one ^of my questions in this Council 
reveals the startling faclj that there are no loss than 49 Government and 
aided schools where absolutely no pfovisions exist for the toacliing of Arabic 
and Persian to Muhammadan students. A glance at the statement furnislied to 
me will show that there are in some of these schools frdm 20 to ^6 Muhaihinadan 
boys who for want of this provision for a maulvi have had to take Sanskrit or 
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Bengali as tlioir Hecond language. In the course of the debate on this very 
question jn this Council in 1913 the Hon’hlo Mr. Kiichler remarked that 
provision for thi^ teaching of Arabic and J\T8ian has always been made wherever 
there is a demand on the part of Muhammadan b^ys for r(*ceiving instruction 
in these laiiguagos. Ho arginwl that there must he an initial demand b(»fore 
there can he a siipjdy. W(' | ointed out to him that his argument was falla- ' 
ciouH and that the* question of demand and supply would always interact 
on ea(di other, and tdiat unless there ho a HU|)ply tluin* could he no means of 
testing whetluT th(*r(' is a demand, in the cas(ts that I have mentioned where 
there arc ovtn* 30 Miihaminada!i hoys in an institutirm, tln rfi is no justification 
for not apjjointing a t(‘aclH*r for imparting instruction in Arabic and Persian. 
These Muhammadan hoys cannot read their own classics for want of a provision 
for the teaching of tlies** languages ; we object to their reading Sanskrit as 
tlieir second language ; and I wonder whether our frieml the present Director 
would insist on their r(‘nding (lerinan or Russian or any other of the Conti- 
nental languages. My Lord, it is no use* telling the Muhammadan community 
that efforts are never wanting to supply the iumhIk of the community, wdien 
over 500 hoys in 49 schools in this Presidemey are driven to r(‘ad Sanskrit 
or Bengali in jireierencc^ to Arabic or Persian, simply because necessary 
provisions have not l.i'en uiade in thes(^ institutions for imparting instruction 
in our own classical language's. 

My Lord, the sands in the hour-glass have run out, and I must conclud(% 
but 1 feel I must do so with an expression of regi'et. In the presemt 
Members of your Kxeellency’s CovernriKuit wi^ ]iav(' tin* strongest possible 
combination favoiirahhj to Kastern B(‘ngal and the Muhammadan community. 
The Indian Memh(‘r of your l^xeelleney’s Government has liimself been not 
only a jiromineiit leadiT of our community, but one of the foremost citizens of 
h^astern Bengal, and has himself fought many a pitclied battb for a just and 
equitabh* n'cognition of the very principles for which I have* ventured to stand 
up to-day in this (/ouneil. 'Jdic llon’bh* Mv. Lyon had himself inspired many 
of the most gcuierous schemes in tin* furtlmrano(‘ ol Muhammadan education 
and in tlu' int(’rests of the p(‘ople of Eastern Bengal in general. The name of 
th(‘ llon’ble ^Ir. Bealson Bell is a housidiold word in Eastern Bengal, and 
in some res])(‘(;ts lie knows the iic^mIs of the Muhammadan community and 
sympathises with them more than even many a leader of our oAvn community. 
And yet, with all this combination of cireumstanc(M\ Eastern Bengal is being 
gradually ndegatcvl to the cold shade of neglect, its (?a| ital city gradually 
reduciMl to insignilicama*, \^hib' almost all the fondest selumu's for the 
furtherance of Muhammadan educatitm an^ y(‘t in the dreamland of unr(*alise.d 
hopes. In the case of Muhammadan education our clisappointnumt is all tlie 
keener because, in addition to th(‘ m<milu*rs of your Kxcid-lency’s Executive 
(’ouqcil, w(' havi* in the pn*sent Director of Pul)lic I nsl ruction an officer fully 
in sympathy with the legitimate aspirations of the Muhammadan community 
nigarding mattc'rs affecting the department of (ir)vernment in his charge*.’’ 

The llon’bh* Babu RAMTARAN BANEIMI said 

‘‘ My Lord, the Hon’ble Members who preceded im^ have discussed various 
important matters in c uinection with the Budget, but as the administration 
of civil justice has not yet boon touched upon, I ma;^ be excused if I claim 
under this head a larger grant, specially when there is a largo surplus 
invariably left from the income derived from tax on litigation. 

Even-handed justice? to all His Majest^’^’s subjects without distinctiop, of 
race or creed, >vealth or rank, is the highest glory of British rule. Any- 
thing which timds to impair or in any way affect the quality of the justice 
administered is likely to weaken or impair confidence inilie administration. 

Litigation is the canker which has. been eating ^nto the vitals of the 
country, and it cannot be seriously denied that the present system of admin- 
istering justice with all its complex and elaborate procedure tending to 
encourage* ami prolong litigation contributes to a great extent to the evil 
complained of. 
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While not detracting from the abiHt^’ and iiitelligenee of the ineml)er8 of 
the Indian Civil Service, 1 may be pormitttMl to ))oiiit out an anomaly which 
exists under the pri^sent system. Civilian .Ioint-Magistrat(‘s who liavt< put 
in only a few years’ service and who have no t'Xpf'rience of civil work an‘ 
promote<l to the post of District Judges or Additional District Jiidg(*s. Tln'y 
sit in appeal over the decisions of (‘xperitmeed Subordinate Judges and 
Munsifs, and it is not surprising that in some instances their judgments, 
whether of reversal or of affirmance, fail to satisfy the ends (jf jiistiee. 'Hie 
aggrieved party naturally seeks nJhd by a second appi'al to th<* High (hmrt, 
but that Court cannot interf(*ro with tin* dt^cision unless it is oppos^'d to law 
or there has been an error or »li*fect in i«rocedur(' which affected I lie decision 
on the merits. Und<‘r the law the finding of facts, however j'rronooiis, must be 
taken as correct and cannot be interfere! with in si'cond app(‘al. lleiiet* the 
party has litth' or no chanct* of obtaining nditd iinh'ss tlnu-e is some inislake 
in Jaw. Thn result is that tlieri' are nmiands made*, and in the majority of 
cases such remands prove infriKituous. 

Tlien, again, if tin* value of tin* suit is small, the si'cond appeal is heard 
by a single judge of the - High Court, and tlnM*e is a further appeal allowed 
under the Letters Patent upon a <juestion of law. 

It is clear from what I have stated above tbal litigation nndio’ this 
system is ruinous to tin* partit'S, and altliougli tliey might hav(‘ a real griev- 
ance. tiiey are debarred from obtaining any relief owing to the finality 
which attaches to the findings of tin* Court of firsi nppi'al on qin^stions of 
fact. 

'rii(* true remedy, tliorefoiH*, lies in strengthening the courts ef lirs I 
appeal, and this can only be dotn^ by tin' en*ation of a composite iMUieh con- 
sisting of a in(mib(‘r of tin* (hvil Service and an exporiemeed Indian Jiidg('. A 
scheme like this was many years ago formulated by the llum Chief fluHtie(‘ 
Sir Kicliai’d Carth ami public opinion was invited, and the (jui'stion reem’ved 
th(* earnt'st altiuition of llif‘ Covernnienl of Pengal as W(dl as that of tln‘ 
(b)V(‘rnment of India, but why it was not carried out I am not aware. 

No (loiil't spasmodic action was takem mov and tlum tf)glve tin- junior 
ineiiib(‘rs of the ('ivil Sf^rvice a training in ci\il work as Munsifs. but it led to 
no practical im))r(»venient, and after a short trial it was abandoned. An 
atteni -t at n*vival has bemi made and we havo now an intelligent officer, a 
Civilian, appointed as Munsif at .Alijma*. Plow far the system would answer 
ilje exjKctalion of the public will 1 m‘ ten* the High Court ami the (JoVeniinent 
U) judge. 

I may ventun* to assur(‘ your Lxcelhmey that it will be a great boon 
to suitors, ami the only means to avert to some extent tbeir ruin, if such 
a composite bench is created. Tlj(^ Civilian »ludges, generally speaking, as 
experi(mce tells us, aro a])t to attach greater weight to direct (widence, 
whereas Indian .ludgi'is familiar with the habits, thoughts and mtftives of 
their countryinon ar(^ prone to attaeli more wedght to (ureunistances and 
probabilities. Tin* fusion of tliese two lines of thought and not one 
independent of the other can alone lea<l to a correct determination of th(* 
true state of facts. 

In this connection, I may be permitted to invite your p]xcelhu)cy’K 
attention to a certain class of cases which often come up before the District 
Courts, 1 mean, cases for grant of probate of wills. These wills arf* in many 
cases unregistered. The question raised relates to their genuineness. Here 
again the European Judge, however able and intelligent ho may be, not 
being familiar with the inner life of the Indians, tlio ha))its and manners of 
Indian females, secluded in the zanana and of the joint-family system of 
living, must necessarily bo at a disadvantage in correctly appreciating the 
facts. Without going to the length of suggesting a change of the existing 
system by transferring this class of cases to Indian Subordinate Judges, I 
may venture to suggest that the European Judge may derive substantial 
help by being associated with an Indian Subordinate Judge. For this 
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iiinovatiuii J nuiy point, out that important will canoH in the Original Side of 
the High Court have HoinetimeR boon tried by a bench consisting of two or 
three judges. 

But all these (luestioiis involve* an outlay of money, and when our 
finaiKual outlook briglitens after the war, your Kxcollency, J trust, will be 
pleased to direct your att<mtion to th<‘ agi*oeal)le duty of improving the 
administration of justice. 

1 thank the Ilon’bh' Mr. B(‘atHon Bell for the provision of Us. 21.300, 
which h(‘ lias made, for s(‘W(‘r connection and other incidental improvements 
to the Aliponi District (>ourt in carrying out the municij)al requisitions. But 
there are (jiie or two items to which I may be justified in drawing the attention 
of CoverniiKuit. The absence of any accomiiKKlation for tlu' nunuTous 
suitors and witnesses wlio daily attend the (Jivil Courts at Alipore is keenly 
felt. There is a jiaucity of furniture in the (hmrt rooms to aecomnnMlate the 
suitors, their agents, pleaders and barristers. Some provisions should also 
be made for removing this want.” 

The Hon’blc ]\lii. HOUNI^LL said 

“ My Lord, we Rtart(^<l the financial year which has just run its course 
with a samjtiom^d islucatioii budget of Ks. 1,05,62,000. During tin* ye.ar there 
camt' orders for sevens retreiiclinnmt. Acc(‘.pting tin* n^vised estimate for 
D)15-I6, as r(*prest‘nting rouglily what we hav(^ sjamt during the year, we 
arrive at th(' figure of Bs. 8lh61,000as nqn-estmting tin; expenditure of last year. 
This year’s sanctioiuMl budget is Ks. 88,30,000. Jn other words, we have been 
given this ytvar about Ks. 1,30,000 h'ss than we spent last year, and 
Us. 17,32,000 less than was provided in the budgi‘t of tlu^ last financial year. 
The reduction is solely under Imperial assignments. Tlu^ only rocurring 
Impt^rial assignment, which has not been made available during the eurnmt 
financial year, is the 5 lakhs annual grant for the Dac(;a University ; but this 
was intmnh'd as a grant for construction and Is really of the nature of a 
recurring ca])ital grant. Wcj have th(M’efore t(» faci't lie year upon which we 
have just entm-ed vNith money enough to carry on all our existing activities, 
but with practically nothing on which we can i^xtimd tliem. At this point 
I would also invite the attention of the (Council to the tahh* which stands on 
the top of l^age 1 of tin' budget of the Government of Bengal for 1916-17. 
This table shows that the Education Ih'partment had at the end of the 
financial year 1915-16 a chwing balance of Us. 94,63,000. 

I have madi' these preliminary remarks, because some' of the criticisms, 
vsdiich have been levelled at the budget, show that the provisions which it 
makes have not in certain cases been understood. 

For example, the Ilon’ble Mr. Sureiidra Nath Banerji has referred U) the 
(question of grants-in-aid and has concluded on the basis of the figures showm 
against that head on page 55 of the budget that there is to bn a serious 
reduction. Tin' Hon’hle Members who have' taken uj) this point have not 
understo(xl the figures. The actuals for the y(*arH 1912-13, 1913-14 and 
1914-15 which are n^si)ectively Rs. 17,24,594. Ks. 20,99,939. Ks. 31,11,918, 
represent the amounts spent on ‘grants-in-aid’ to institutions under private 
management, both from Ih-ovincial revenues and Imfthrial assignments, both 
rocurring and non-recurring, whereas the provision made in the budget 
for the year 1916-17 represents the grant from Provincial revenues only. 
This grant will he supplementeil by about 5j lakhs from the Imperial 
assignments. For instance, on page 55 of the budget there is a provision 
of Rs. 1.50,000 against the ‘ lum » provision for Secondary Education.’ The 
whoh' of this sum has been distributed in the shape of h'dirring grants 
to secondary schools. Again, the lump provision (;f Rs. 8,20,000 shown 
aga'inst ‘expt'uditure of the recurring grant’ includes Rs. 2,26,000 for the 
improv(unont of secondary education. The bulk (jf this sum has been 
distributed in grants to .secondary schools. Similarly, the recurring Imperial 
grants for other heads such as Femah' Education. ‘ Ilosttds.’ and Technical 
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Education, include sums which will bo lapeiit in the Bhape of ^ranta-iii-aid. 
The explanation of the figures is soniethiii^ like this : In the Education Budget 
i;raotB available from lS|ovincial sourcos and from Imperial assignments 
under any particular head are shown separately. In adjusting the accounts for 
th'e period the Accountant-General does not observe the distinction as 
between expenditure under any particular head from Provincial revenues 
and Imperial assignments, and his figures for the expenditure under * grants- 
in-aid,’ for instance, show the total amount spent under that head from both 
Provincial and Imperial sources. I would ask tlie Hon’ble Member to 
mark the dil.erence between columns 5 and 6 against ‘ grants-in-aid ’ on 
page 65 of the budget for 1916-17. He will see that the amcunt provided for 
grants-in-aid in the sauotioned budgt‘t for 1915-16 was Us. 15.06.000, 
whereas the revised ostimato shows Hs. 20,75,0(K). Tliis means, as 1 have 
explained above, that in tlu^ revised estimate the expenditure on grants-in-aid 
from the respective Imperial assignments has boon added to the exponditure 
under the same iiead from Provincial revenues. A similar adjustment will be 
made at the end 011916-17, and it is anticipat(‘d that the total expenditure und'er 
■* grants-in-aid ’ will bo sonujthing bet\V(»en 20and lakbs, ?>., Rs. 14,80,000 
from Provincial revenues and the balance from the Imperial assignments. 
The amount provided for gi*anKs-in-'aid for tli(\year 1916-1 7 from Provincial 
rnveirues is Rs. ^6,0il0 less than that providtid last year, and this is all the 
eduction that has been made.' A portion of the provisiem is intended for 
<5apital grants — it is this part of the grant tliat has been reduced and this 
reduction was inevitahli* in the present state of hnances. Before passing on, 

I might explain that the large difference between 1914-15, viz., Rs. 51,11,918 
and that shown for last year in column 6, viz., Rs. 20,75, OtK), is due to the fact 
that in the years 1915-14 and 1914-15 the hMucation department had at its 
disposal a large Imperial grant for non-recurring objects. Nearly the whole of 
this was dispensed as cajiital grants-in-aid to non-Uovornment institutions. 
It would not be fair therefore to compare the figure for 1915-16 with the 
figure for 1914-15. 

Again, the Hon’hle Rai Radiia Charaii Pal Bahadur in returning to 
his ‘annual cry ’ for the improvemont of primary ti luc^atiori has discovered 
that last year’s budget grant for |)rim*iry education, wliicdi he quotes 
at Rs. 9,25,000 was reduced in the course of the year to Rs. 1,32.000. 
He asks the cause of this great reduction. He sees the same grant of 
Rs. 9,25,000 provided in this year’s bndg<^t, but he is mystified and scenting 
what would porhaiwn be describo l in th(< United States of America as 
slimness ’ on the part of the Financial Mend)er, he suggests that some eight- 
ninths of thi.s provision may perhaps by some equally disreputable pieoti of 
legerdemain be conjured back into the coffers of Government. Ou» lion’ble 
friend is not going to have that. So he asks with all the naive simplicity of a 
fdebutant in public life whether the public may not be favbured with some 
details — uiark you, he does not want them all — ap to how the money is to be 
spent. 

I am afraid that the Rai Bahadur does not quite appreciate what a 
revised estimate is or why it appears as a column in the budget. He seems 
tc imagine that Government having passed the budget under the jealous 
eye of the Council proceed, as soon as that searching gUze is removed, 
to revise it in the interests of economy. This is not so. I have already 
explained that the revised estimate, as it appears in the budget, gives us an 
approximation of the amount actually spent. If, therefore, the Hon’ble' 
Member desires to compare the amounts spent last year with the amounts 
provided in the sanctioned buclget, he must compare the respective totals 
in the columns ‘ l^anctioned Estimate ’ and ‘ Revised Estimate ’ and nd the 
figures which appear resfiecrively in these two columns under certain ^particular 
heads. 

4. As regards the grant of Rs. 9,25,000, in the first place, both in 
the. budget of this .y^ar and in the budget of last year this amount was 
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provided not against the head *Tho improvement ot primary education/ 
but against the head ‘The improvement of pillar education.’ This is 
important because the iissignment is not as the H^’ble Member apparently 
imagines for primary education only- -I wish it were. When the Government 
of India made this contribution, they distributed it as follows ; — 


(t) The Elementary Education of Boya 
(it) The Education of Indian Girls 
(tii) Hostels ... ... ... 

(ir) Technical and Industrial Education 
(v) The Education of European and Anglo-Indian 
Children 


Rs. 

C, 00, 000 

1.07.000 

1.32.000 

34.000 

52.000 


Total ... 9,25,000 


The whole of this amount was provided in last year’s l)udget aud a 
sum of Re. 8,38,99.^i was actually expended. This expenditure will l>e fonnd 
adjusted against various heads in the revised estimate for 1915-18. The 
balance under the various heads, though hold over for the present, will be 
reserved for capital exfiendi turn in respt^ct of llio particular branch of the 
education on ac'couni of which the saving has been realised. The whole 
assignment of Rs. 9,25,000 has been made available for expenditure in the 
curren thnancial year, and it will bo spent on the several HbnuiclieB of education 
among which it has been distrilmtod in accordance with schemes of expen- 
dituro which liavt^ been approved. The amount available 'from this assign- 
ment for the primary education of Indian bc^s in the current financial year is, 
as I have just stated, al)ov(* Us. 6,00,000. Other previsions in the budget for 
^ho primary education of Indian Imys are — 

(1) an Imperial recurring grant of Rs. 3,65,000. which is provided in the 
budget estimate for 1916-17 against the head ‘ Expenditnrt^ of the recurring 
grant ’ (sec page 55 of the* hudgd of the Government of Bengal for 1916-17) ; 

(2) an assignment of Us. 2,91, 1 98 from Provincial revenues, which is pro- 
vided iii the budget, estimate for 1916-17 against the head ’Payment in 
support of h)cal schools under Pistrict Boards ; ’ 

(3) an assignmont of Rs. 2,50,000 from Provincial revenues provided in 
the budget estimate for 1916-17 agidnst the head ‘Guru-Training Schools’ 
(see page 54 of the budget of the (government of Bengal f()rl916-17) ; 

(4) the only otlier provision is a small grant of Us. 2,000 which appears 
in pagi^ 53 of the budget against the head ‘Lower Primary Schools for beys.’ 
This provision is made for the support of certain Government lower primary 
scliools. 

The Uon’ble Bal)U Mahendrauath Ray has misunderstooi the provision 
made against the hea<l ‘ Payinont in support of local schools ’ to wliich I have 
just referred. There has been no reduction under this head but an increase 
of Rs. 2,238. The Hon’ble Member compared the budget estimate for 1916-17 
with the revised estimate for 1915-16, but the revised estimate for 1915-16 
includes the amounttf transferred to District Boards from the Imperial 
assignments. As I have already explained, all the reciTrring Imperial assign* 
ments except the 5 lakhs annual recurring grant for Dacca have been 
provided for in the current financial year. ConBequently, so far as recurring 
as opposed to capital grants are concerned, primary schools are in a bettefr 
position this year than they were last year by about Rs. 2,000. 

The Hon’blo Rai Bahadur has quoted me as having said last year 
that I was profoundly dissatisfied with primary education as a whole. My 
dissatisfaction remains, and it has not been diminished by a recent visit which 
1 paid to th^Dnited Provinces. There is something in those provinces which 
may be called a primary school system ; here there is nefthing which can 
reasonably be described by suck a term except in so far as the system of 
estabiishiug District Board lower primary schools has been realist. The 
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Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri has told us that, literates in 
the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions number 66 per mille only and that for the 
fiajsjiahi Division the h^ure falls t(t 53 per mille. We have also heard 
from him that for the whole area of Western Bengal including Calcutta and 
the municipal areas there is only one primary school for every 2^ miles, while 
in Eastern Bengal, after a pericd of progress which ho describes as 
phenomenal, there is only one school for every 3 miles. 

The Hon’blo Nawab has referrinl to a sudden drop in 1912-13. For- 
tunately the statistics show that there has been a recovery in the number of 
scholars, though not in the number of schools. The figures are-^ 


1911 - 12 

1912 - 13 

1913 - 14 

1914 - 15 


School*. Bcboluii. 

28,602 1 , 011,608 

28,089 1 , 045,400 

27,461 1 , 027,684 

28,327 1 , 046,694 


Tliese figures do not give us much cause for self-complacency. The Hon’ble 
Nawab hints with that courteous delicacy which always characterises his 
utterances that we are not doing as well as the late Government of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam were doing. Very possibly we are not. But we are 
following out to the letter not only in Eastern Bengal but throughout the 
Presidency the policy laid down by that Government. There have been 
critics from Western lieiigal who have suggested that this |>olioj' is not 
without its drawbacks ; while admitting the advantages of the Board lower 
primary school scheme they regard it, or rather the policy of concentra- 
tion which is supposed to underlie it, as likely to deprive large traots 
of existing scho ds, which, though admittedly defective, are better than none 
sit all. It is rather irony to have it suggested now by the Hon’ble the Nawab 
that we have, through our own perversity or stupidity, fallen into 
the very trap which the Government of Eastern Btmgal and Assam 
were so careful to avoid. 1 dealt with this point Iasi, year. I can 
only say now that the inspecting oflicers of the Education Departniiuit have 
not receivivj any instructions to raise the staiidanl of grant. ()n the contrary 
I referred this criticism to each Divisional Inspector, and eacsh such f)tiicer has 
assured me in reply that they are all alive to the neeessity for a liberal policy 
in tlie matter of grants and that they an* not aware tiiat any attempt had 
been made to interpret that | obey in a more exacting spirit. But the 
difficulty is that the grants are already spn^ad so thin tiiat they offer very 
little inducement to a man t(< take up and continue the work of instructing 
children in tiie elements. What, I repeat, can you exjK‘ct of an arrangement 
which firovides the majority of your primary sehocJ teachers with a standanl 
of wage which is far below that of an ordinary c(K)Iy ? No sysb’in, 1 reiterate, 
is possible under these coriditions. There are ywirs when, for reasons over 
which the Education Department has not the smallest control, a considerable 
number of men with some rudiments of elementary knowledge come forward 
in certain districts and are willing to collect a fow children and try and teach 
them. In other years, owing to circumstances equally beyond our control, the 
primary school teachers give up their schools and turn to less arduous and 
more remunerative callings. 

The Hon’ble Hai ftadha Charan Pal Bahadur referred to a statement 
which I made last year about some departmental action which I was taking 
add proposing to take in the matter of primary education. The two officers to 
whom I then referred have submitt^ their re|wrt, and I have had their 
proposals and certain su^stions of ray own considered by a representative 
oonferente of the inspecting officers of the Presidency. The next step will be 
the working out of a complete scheme, including a curriculum and syllabuses. 
The problem is to how to evolve an arrangement which, while it will set the 
great majority of those who are teaching and who are likely to be available 
daring the next few years to teach in the primary schoolH, a task not beyond 
their very limited capacities, will not only give a chance to those who are 
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capable of doing better work but also make it worth their while to do it. I 
need scarcely add that no real advance is possible without a great deal more 
money. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Musharraf Husain Klian Bahadur has attacked 
Government on behalf of 27 hiirh schools in the Presidency which are, he 
alleges, unable to obtain recf^nition from the University for want of funds 
and other reasons. What ‘the other reasons’ are, the Hon’ble Maulvi does 
not explain. Bui the thought of these institutions unable to carry out the 
purpose which they have set before themselves has roust'd his public spirit 
and h(' prott'sts that the ‘ object of all Governments is not the safety of life 
and property alone but tljat tlieir first and chief duty is the elevation of the 
people m(*ntally, morally, (economically and physically. The (education, 
healtb and comfort of individuals, as well as socuetics and nations, should,’ he 
exclaims, ‘ find their proper place in tlu* budget of any Government, and when 
it was found that 27 Hchools vven^ Hufft'ring for want of funds I should have 
thought that it was tln^ duty of Gov(*rnment to have inquiiW into these 
cases and Indpcd them. The ph^a of war wdiich stands in tiu3 way of obtaining 
2 or 3 laihe for these schools cannot and must not be allowed to hold good.’ 
Nor .^oes the University escape the Hon’ble gentleman’s denunciations. 
Govofpmciit* are to move the University so that it may relax its exorbitant 
domajj^ls., 

If tho drift of the Khan Bahadur’s rhetoric vv(m*( 3 that the case for 
more funds for sfjcondary schools is very urgent, 1, as Director of Public Instruc- 
tion^ should have felt inclined to hav(3 gone round quietly after this meeting 
and clasped his liand in gratitude. The secondary schools of tlie Presidency 
do most urgently nc'cd more funds, and so f.ar as 1 can see, th(=3 gnfater part of 
these funds, if not the whole of them, will hav(3 to come From public revenues. 
I do not forget, however, that, at a time like this, the Financial Member must 
needs be like the di^at adder. When, however, the Hon’ble Member suggests 
that it is the duty of the Local Government to coerce tin/ University in the 
cxercisi^ of the functions which have Ix'cn devolved upon it by law, then we 
part company. The University cannot of itself alter the rules regarding the 
recognition of schools. 1 am quite certain that tho Syndicate do not wish to 
make thesi.* rules more lenient and I shoul<l be tlm very last person to 
advocate that the Sjuidicab* should be ask(3d to adopt such an attitude. 

The Hon’ble Member professt^s to be taking his facts from the reply 
given by Govcrninont to a question asked by the Hon’ble Nawab Syed 
Hossain Hydor Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, at the meeting of this Council which 
was held on the 6lh of Marcli last. The reply was to the eftect that there 
"were 99 high schools in the mufassal districts in the Presidency of Bengal 
which had not been recognised ; that the w.ant of funds had in certain cases 
been put forward as a reason for not meeting the requirements of the Univer- 
sity ; but that Government considered that the small amount of money which 
is available for grants-in-aid is better spent as a general rule on high English 
sch(X>l8 which have already been recognised by the University than on those 
which have not been able to secure such recognition. I can find no authority 
for the statement that 27 high schools are now definitely excluded from 
recognition owing to lack of funds. 

Th(3 answer which Government gave was based on information which 
was collected by my office from the Divisional Inspectors. I have their 
replies before me. Not one of the Inspectors knew of a single case of a high 
school being permanently or for an indefinite period .debarred from recognition 
for want of funds. 

It is interesting to find that the adherents of State socialism have 
secured in our honourable colleague so powerful an advocate, but the Hon’ble 
Member has entirely misunderstcKxl the position which Government on the 
basis of its existing resources is bound to take up. It cannot be responsible 
for the provision of such schools as may be thought to be required in any 
particular locality. All that Government can do now is to supplement, so far 
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as possible, effoi-ts, and if tlio local cnthusiasiii for a high school is not; 
sufficient to carry it through to rocognitioii by the University, (iovornnient 
would not in most cases be wise to lay out the public inont'y olsmvhoro. It is 
a case of ‘ To him that hath, shall it be given ! * 

The ilon'ble Uai Nalinaksha Basu Bahadur has r lised the questiou of 
a GovernmcMt school for the town of Bunlwaii. 1 admit that the town of 
Burdwan is badly off in the niattor of secondary scljools, in sjute of a gcHnl high 
school which is maintained by the Maharaja. In January last year, 1 visited 
Burdwan with the Divisional Inspector and noted strongly on the inadequacy 
and unsatisfactory character of the present provision for secondary location. 
I referred the whole matter to tln^ Inspector, ami lie has tackled it in a very 
l)U8Hiosslik(‘ and practical way. VVc have sanctioned some additional grants, 
and I hoj)e and believe that conditions are blotter than they were at thl^ 
beginning of last year. In tint existing iinancial conditions it would be a mere 
waste of time to elaborate a scliome for the establishment of a zilla school 
in Burdwan. As to wli at may be done when normal iinancial (conditions are 
ri'stored, I am unable* to commit myself, much less Governm(*nt. Jkl this 1 
can say, and that is that if, when the days of prospe^riiy return, there is a 
school wliich is up to a standard at which, with a f(*w possibb* improvements, 
it might b(‘ conV(‘rted into a zilla hcIuk)!, then the wishes of tlio p(‘0)>le of 
Burdwan an' monj lik(*ly to be fulfilled. It is one rdiing to transfer a good 
existing school to (Jov(^rnm(*nt ; it is quite another thing to establisli a 
completely new institution. 

The Hon’ble Rai Prasanna Kumar Ray Bahadur has not conceahul 
his disapproval of tin? Hastings House School. H(? has drawn a pictun? of a 
few su(‘C(^sHful j-rofessional and busim'ss men turning up th(‘ir |)luloeralic 
noses at tin* (ulucational arrangtinients with which otlmrs less favoured with 
this world’s goods than they are have to 1 h* content, and consjuring wuth 
Government to tap the provincial rcv(‘nues to the tune of mon? than half a 
lakh of rupees a year. The Rai Bahadur can innhn-stand Governnnmt sperni- 
ing extra moni‘y on the (education of a particularly backward community, but 
these consjurators eannot even claim this distinction. They are not Nama- 
siidras or impoverislmd Brahmins ! Any boy, says thi* Hon’ble Alember, can 
be admitted into the school provided his par(*ntK are fairly rich. It matters 
not wdi(?thor his father lx? a zamindar or a shopkeeper. 

1 am not altogether floored by tin? righteous indignatioji of the 
Hon’ble Member, it is partly because 1 s(?e more tlian one of tlx? C(jns])irators 
sitting round this room. I have also noticed that the hon’hle gentleman in 
his zeal has somewdiat seriously misdated the actual cost to the piihlic 
n*venn(‘s of the institution. Tlie Hon’ble M(*mber submits that ev(*ry lax- 
payer has a right to know mon* about tlx* hcIj(joI, and so far as its finaix'es go, 
I am only too delighted to take this opportunity of (?x)>laining wdiat the 
presimt position is. 

The school is iiit(*nde(l mainly for boarders, but a few day Sfdiolars may l»e 
admitted at the discretion of tlx* Din^ctor of Public Instruction. The accommo- 
dation available at Hastings House is strictly limited to TiD boarders, hlacb 
boarder has to pay a consolidated fee of Rs. lOo a month for 12 months in ilx! 
year ; every day scholar is recjuircnl to pay a consolidated foe (jf Rs. 27-8 a 
month for 12 months in the y(?ar. Tlxjn^an; atpr(*H(mt 81 boarders, so Mini the 
fee receipts from boarders, even if the numlx^r, wdiicli is unlikely, remains at 
its pre8(mt level, will amount during the current finaneial y('ar to Rs. 89,060. 
There arc 6 day boys and they will contributi* for the financial yi*ar Rs. 1.980. 
The pnwisioii of Rs. 58,000 which the Hon’blc Meml)er has (iuot(?d has i)oen 
provided to cover all tlx? expenses of the school throughout the year, includ- 
ing the feeding of 50 boarders at the sanctioned rate of Rs. 30 per lx?ad per 
month. If the number of boarders does not increase, we may reduce the 
total amount which can be spent on hoarding by Rs. 5,700. The anticipated 
expenditure therefore for the current financial year, if the school remains at 
its present strength, will be Rs. 52,300 and the fee receipts will amount to 
Rs. 41,040. In ot.her words, the total cost to Government, unless the staff is 
increased, cannot even at the present rtrength of the school exceed 
Rs. 11,260. 
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So much for the financcH of the Hchool. If the Iloirble Member 
wants to know anything about the school itself, I only hope that he will go 
down to Alipore and set* it for himself. I would at this |)oint remind him of 
what 1 said aljout this institution in the budget debate of last year. * I'lie 
present arrangements are only temporary and provisional. Those who wanted 
the scliool were anxious that the valu(‘ of such an institution should be 
demonstrated. I believe that Hastings House with all its sliortcomings is 
demonstrating the value of an institution conducted on the general lines of 
discipline which obtain in schools in Kngland, and I look forward to the day 
when tliis exi)erim(uit will develop into a large and well-established resi- 
dential HclifKil to whieJi the leading men of Bengal will be proud to send their 
sons, (iovernnient will doubtless expect wealthy imm in Bengal to contribute 
liberally to the establishment of such a school. As regards tin; present cost, 
so far as it falls upon puldic funds, wn feel that the expenditure is justifiable 
and not unreasonable. Tlusre are boys at Hastings House wliosi* fathers can 
afford to pay a gtKxl deal more than they are now paying ; but the pupils of the 
schools are not l»y any moans all the sons of wc^althy men. f should hero 
mention that fiv(^ Bengali gtmtlenicn have given scbolarsbips to the school 
of Us. 50 a mouth each. I have here a list which shows particulars of 
the parents of (u^cry boy now in tin* school, which I shall be liajipy to hand to 
my honourable colhuigue. The list contains merchants, but not, so far as I can 
make out, any shopket^Iiers. 

'rin* Hon’ble Uai Uadha (Jharan Pal Bahadur again voices tin* dis- 
appoiiitirnuit of his community that the j)i ohltm of female educalion in this 
Prusideney remains unsolved. H(‘ also criticises the ])rovision of Us. 30, 000 
only for f(‘male (‘diicatioii. 11(5 characterist5S this provision as ‘pallry.’ 

My hon’hle friend’s usual sturdy oj)timi8m lias di*sert(*(l liim. lie 
is in d(^K]»air. 1 am sorry, liut ho is entirely mistaktm when h(‘ states that 
a sum of Ks. 30, 000 only has he(ni in-ovided for female education. Ov(‘i* and 
above many iti5mH of expenditure, which are a charge^ on Pr()vin(‘ial n^vtuiuos, 
th(5 budget includes an Imperial reeurring grant of Us. 2.44,000 for the. 
improv(un(‘nt and expansion of educational faciliti(*H for Indian wonu‘n and 
girls, ?>., — (/) a sum of Us. 1,07,000 includc'd in tin* lump Impt'rial recurring 
grant of Ue. ib-h,000 for popular (‘dueation to which 1 have already rederred, 
(iV) a furthiu- sum of Us. 1.07,000 included in tin* lump n'curring imp(U’ial 
grant of Us, 8,20,000, and (ii’i) tin* sum of Us. .30, 000 which is ])rovi(h*d 
against the hi^ad ‘lump provision for femah* (*ducation reeiirrieg*. All 
t I h'S(' ]) rovisions are to b<* found on pag(* 55 of tin* budget. The total grant 
has lM*(m distributed as follows : — 

Rh. 

HIkU Bchoolfl for ... ... ... ... 22,580 

Middlo Hchools for girls ... ... ... ... 28,0(K) 

For Socoiidury Toacliors’ Traiiiiug College ... ... 40, (KK) 

For Primary Schools ... ... ... ... 28,J2U 

Scholarships and Stipends ... ... ... 17,580 

For Additional Assiatant Inspectresaes ... ... .32,435 

Zanann education ... ... ... ... 12,870 

For Muhammadan Education ... ... ... 40,880 

For the Training of Primary School Teachera ... ... 6,560 

Placed at Him disposal of Her Excellency Lady Carmichael ... 5,000 

Raluiice ... ... ... ... ... 4,375 

Total ... 2,44,000 

The HoiTble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur refora to a grant of 
Us. 60,000 paid to a Mission school in Calcutta for the construction of a new 
building. 1 gjither that he d(X»8 not disapprove of this grant, but he wonders 
why Government cann <t provide* funds for such orthodox institutions aa 
the Mahakali Patsala. The Mahakali Patsala does receive a recurring grant 
from Government of Ks. 60 a month. I have not been approached with any 
proposal to give this institution either a larger recurring grant or a capital 
grant. But 1 have noticed that in the ooiirso of the last few months there 
has been a good deal about this institution in the newspaperst I have noted 
all that has been said by the various organs of public opinion and hava 
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broujjbt them to the notice of the lnBp(‘(*l ress t)f Schools. I have before me 
an extract from an article wliicii appear<*d in the Hindu Patriot on the 13th 
of Doc(3mber last. The Patriot quotes our hon’blc eolleajrue tlje Maliaraja- 
dhiraja of Hurdwan as having said, wh(*n he presided at the last prizi'-giviiig 
ceremony of tliis iiistitution, that whilt* lie could uiiderstainl the apatliy or 
almost antipathy of that extreme 8c‘Ctioii of tlii‘ Kngland-returiKjJ Indian 
community wlio look down upon everything pertaining to orthodox Indian or 
orthodox Hindus as biMieath their contempt and in that sense are real 
enemies of the country', he was at a loss to understand why those who do not 
feel ashamed to hc^ called orthodox Hindus should l)t‘ Jagging behind and 
permitting suph an institution for tin' gocnl of tlicnr families, tlii'ir luiarthsand 
homes to Ik*, running the risk of a financial crisis. I do not know what, if 
any, effect the Maharaja’s jdain sp(»aking has lia<l, or what the presimt 
condition of the Mahakali Patsala is. but other |x)ssible difficulties and 
considerations apart, 1 do not feel that fhe iiiesimt is an occasitm for Govm-n- 
ment to conn) forward unasked with an offer ol* liberal assistance from the 
jiublic revenues, even if such funds were at the present moimmt available, 
which they are not. 

The Ilon'ble Member has referred to a (h)mmitt(K* of Bengali 
ladies and gentlemen aiquiinted by Government to consider the question of 
the education of orthcKlox Hindu girls. ‘ It would be intiTesting,’ he observes, 
‘to know wliethcr any practical result has (unerged from the doliberat ions of 
this Gomniittoe.’ Tin* Secn^taiy handed m<* an advances cojiy of the 
Committee’s nqiort on Friday last. Tlie time which this Committ(‘(‘ has 
taken to formulat(« its conclusions in spite of tin* drivingof its vigorous 
Chairman sngg(*sts that the problem with which tli(*y were appointed to deal 
is not an easy OIK' and that tlnnv* are factors of diflieulty iii tlu' siluation 
otlun* than the tardy ineffeetivenes and circumlocntion of tin* Education 
Department. 

The Ilon’ble tin' Maliaraja of Nasliijiiir has mentioned zanami edu- 
cation. J hav(* prepar(*d a slatmiicnt, wjiich J shall be happy to hand to 
the Maharaja, which shows the* number of teachers eniidoyeil diri'Clly by tlie 
Edueatit)!! Dejiariment in the course of the last tlin*!* y(‘ars and tin' places at 
which they are employi^il. Wv have *17 sanctioned apiiointincnts, but only 
45 of these are at prescuit taken up. as it is not possible to fill the two 
remaining vacancies. ’J’ln' expenditure on this bramdi of ('ducation during 
tlie last financial year amounted to Ks. .31,076, towards wliich IVovincial 
revenues contributed Ks. 23.5)6 and Imp(n*ial 11s. 10,87(t. I hav<3 exiilained 
above that tlie amount of money assigned to thi' education from the 
Imperial allotment of Us. 2,44,0')0 was Us. 12,870. 

In turning to the. education of Muhammadans, T do not propose to 
follow the Ilon’ble Nawab Ali Chaudhuri into his statistics. The figures 
are interesting and worthy of study, but it is impossible to d(jal with the 
large qU(»stions which he raises within tln^ compass of this Hpc'ech. When 
I said in my last nqiort that it could scarcely be expected that th(3 rati* of 
progress in tin* case of Muhammadans would continue, for an indefinite 
pericxl to bo much more rapid than that of Hindus, 1 certainly did not mean to 
suggest that the Moslem community was now suffering from an educational 
surfeit or to throw out oven the obscurest hint that perhaps the remedy 
which the patient now roquiros is starvation. T went on to show that an 
’examination of the latest figures indicated that the percentage of Muham- 
madans in colleges was 7’2 only, in the high stage 147, jn the middle stage 
25*0, in the primary stage 42*6 and passed to the conclusion that there was 
good ground for expecting that the number of Muhammadans under instruc- 
tion in jiublic institutions would increase more rapidly than the number of 
Hindus. It is incontestable that the Muliammadans have a good deal of lee* 
way to make up. 

The Hon’blo Babu Upendra Lai Ray has asked about certain pro- 
posals for the extension of the affiliation of the Chittagong College. This 
matter has been dealt with by the Vice-Chancellor. These proposals have 
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my support, but I am sorry to say that it will not be possible to stjcure the 
required extension for th(j next session. 

The Hon’ble Habu Surendra Nath Ray is in some difficulty about 
the- grants prcjvidod in the budget for tht^ Calcutta University. The Vice- 
Chancellor lia6alr(‘ady dealt with this. The grant of Rs. 1,1 5,000 to which he 
refers is a recurring grant. It has lieen provided in full in the budget for 
the current year (see page 52). It has been distributcwl and will presumably 
be spent ])y tlm University as follows : — 

Kb. 

G5,()00 for the development of the UniverHity’B work. 

30, (XX) for adrniniBtratioii, eta 

20,000 for the Cuicutta University Law College. 

In intrcKluciiig the Budget. 1 explained that a total provision of 
Rs. 3,44 000 had been made availabl(^ from the non-recurring Imperial grants, 
and that this provision included a sum of Rs. 50,000, the unpaid balance of 
the 10 grant given to the University for hostels attached to private 

colh'ges and a sum of Rs. 2,23,000, which represents the contribution made 
available during tlie current finamnal year in i>art pa3’ment of the Rs. 3j 
lakhs, the balance of certain previous Imperial grants for college hostels 
which tlm (Tovernmcnt of Bengal hav(< agreed to make over to the University 
in connection witli the hostel provision scheme which they are now taking in 
hand. J regret that there is nothing provided in the binlgtit which could 
])ossibly b<! devotc'd to tin? University Colleg(^ of Science. 

Th(^ lloii’ble Rai Radha (Uiaran Pal Bahadur has mention(‘d the 
special difficulties of Calcutta in the matter of primary education and tln^ 
education of girls. The Ilon’ble gentleman says that Government must come 
to the rescue of primary education in Calcutta, lie is bitterly disappointed 
that nion' progress lias not been ma<h‘ in working out a satisfactory 
schonio for the i)rimary instruction of boys and girls in the municipal area 
of this city. Well, we have now got Mr. d. N. Roy’s report. The ])icture it 
represents is a V(‘ry sordid one, but 1 cannot say that it has surprised me. 
Tlie [)robhnn is an t'xct'edingly difficult on(‘. It has been neglected so 
long — now w'l* are uj) as it were against it with nothing in our pocktds. 1 
jnirposely did not mov(* in the matter until Mr. Roy’s survey was completed. 
Wo hav(* tin' survey and now w(^ have got to face tht‘ position. I am 
certainly not going to discuss ln*ri* the various mid-hods by which we 
might proceed. Something has, 1 hope, been aeeoinidished by the jMiblic 
intm-ost which has been aroused. 

To turn for a moment to the particular proldem of the (filueaiion 
of girls on which the llon’ble Mmnber has laid great stress, I havt* before 
me a letter written to me by tin' In8j>eetress of Seliools after she had been 
through Mr. Roy’s report. 

Sh(' says - 

“We Bhuil never make any headway with the prol)lem of vernacular L*ducatioii of 
girls in (Calcutta, ujitil land is set apart for the erection of good school buildings. We 
cannot do our work under present conditions even when.* the stafl is available. In the 
case of girle I should say we ought to have a scheme whertohy a plot of ground is 
reservt‘d in each ward for one large Hindu school and a model school house should he 
built to aecommodate 300 children. We have gone on in a haphazard way up to the 
present, and the result is the present astounding condition of education in Calcutta. W^ 
shall never get the community to undertake voluntarily the task of providing land and 
adequate buildings.” 

This mucli at least is clear, namely, that tin* (Calcutta sch(x)l problem 
is primarily a question of school buildings, but apart from the difficulty of 
finding funds to provide suitable buildings, I think that the Council will 
admit that the task of organising a sj^stem under which properly-housed 
schools may take the place of the present wretched hovels is no light one. I 
hope before 1 hand over the reins of my present office that I shall have been 
able to do something which may at least tend in the direction of some 
solution of this tremendous problem. 
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broujjbt them to the notice of the lnBp(‘(*l ress t)f Schools. I have before me 
an extract from an article wliicii appear<*d in the Hindu Patriot on the 13th 
of Doc(3mber last. The Patriot quotes our hon’blc eolleajrue tlje Maliaraja- 
dhiraja of Hurdwan as having said, wh(*n he presided at the last prizi'-giviiig 
ceremony of tliis iiistitution, that whilt* lie could uiiderstainl the apatliy or 
almost antipathy of that extreme 8c‘Ctioii of tlii‘ Kngland-returiKjJ Indian 
community wlio look down upon everything pertaining to orthodox Indian or 
orthodox Hindus as biMieath their contempt and in that sense are real 
enemies of the country', he was at a loss to understand why those who do not 
feel ashamed to hc^ called orthodox Hindus should l)t‘ Jagging behind and 
permitting suph an institution for tin' gocnl of tlicnr families, tlii'ir luiarthsand 
homes to Ik*, running the risk of a financial crisis. I do not know what, if 
any, effect the Maharaja’s jdain sp(»aking has lia<l, or what the presimt 
condition of the Mahakali Patsala is. but other |x)ssible difficulties and 
considerations apart, 1 do not feel that fhe iiiesimt is an occasitm for Govm-n- 
ment to conn) forward unasked with an offer ol* liberal assistance from the 
jiublic revenues, even if such funds were at the present moimmt available, 
which they are not. 

The Ilon'ble Member has referred to a (h)mmitt(K* of Bengali 
ladies and gentlemen aiquiinted by Government to consider the question of 
the education of orthcKlox Hindu girls. ‘ It would be intiTesting,’ he observes, 
‘to know wliethcr any practical result has (unerged from the doliberat ions of 
this Gomniittoe.’ Tin* Secn^taiy handed m<* an advances cojiy of the 
Committee’s nqiort on Friday last. Tlie time which this Committ(‘(‘ has 
taken to formulat(« its conclusions in spite of tin* drivingof its vigorous 
Chairman sngg(*sts that the problem with which tli(*y were appointed to deal 
is not an easy OIK' and that tlnnv* are factors of diflieulty iii tlu' siluation 
otlun* than the tardy ineffeetivenes and circumlocntion of tin* Education 
Department. 

The Ilon’ble tin' Maliaraja of Nasliijiiir has mentioned zanami edu- 
cation. J hav(* prepar(*d a slatmiicnt, wjiich J shall be happy to hand to 
the Maharaja, which shows the* number of teachers eniidoyeil diri'Clly by tlie 
Edueatit)!! Dejiariment in the course of the last tlin*!* y(‘ars and tin' places at 
which they are employi^il. Wv have *17 sanctioned apiiointincnts, but only 
45 of these are at prescuit taken up. as it is not possible to fill the two 
remaining vacancies. ’J’ln' expenditure on this bramdi of ('ducation during 
tlie last financial year amounted to Ks. .31,076, towards wliich IVovincial 
revenues contributed Ks. 23.5)6 and Imp(n*ial 11s. 10,87(t. I hav<3 exiilained 
above that tlie amount of money assigned to thi' education from the 
Imperial allotment of Us. 2,44,0')0 was Us. 12,870. 

In turning to the. education of Muhammadans, T do not propose to 
follow the Ilon’ble Nawab Ali Chaudhuri into his statistics. The figures 
are interesting and worthy of study, but it is impossible to d(jal with the 
large qU(»stions which he raises within tln^ compass of this Hpc'ech. When 
I said in my last nqiort that it could scarcely be expected that th(3 rati* of 
progress in tin* case of Muhammadans would continue, for an indefinite 
pericxl to bo much more rapid than that of Hindus, 1 certainly did not mean to 
suggest that the Moslem community was now suffering from an educational 
surfeit or to throw out oven the obscurest hint that perhaps the remedy 
which the patient now roquiros is starvation. T went on to show that an 
’examination of the latest figures indicated that the percentage of Muham- 
madans in colleges was 7’2 only, in the high stage 147, jn the middle stage 
25*0, in the primary stage 42*6 and passed to the conclusion that there was 
good ground for expecting that the number of Muhammadans under instruc- 
tion in jiublic institutions would increase more rapidly than the number of 
Hindus. It is incontestable that the Muliammadans have a good deal of lee* 
way to make up. 

The Hon’blo Babu Upendra Lai Ray has asked about certain pro- 
posals for the extension of the affiliation of the Chittagong College. This 
matter has been dealt with by the Vice-Chancellor. These proposals have 
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made up our minds to make a contribution of 25 lakhs out of tho 'sanitary 
grant for tho Dacca sowerago schomo* Dacca secmis to be an unlucky town. 
A few days after came the war and then wc were deprived of our control 
over the money. Anxious as we wore to help Dacca, last year we promised 
to give Dacca 25 lakhs by spreading the payment over live years out of the 
9} lakhs of tho annual recurring grant for sanitation. Unfortunately, the 
amount has been reduced, and we shall have nc money to give to Dacca till 
normal financial conditions are restored, and when that time comes, we will 
no doubt fulfil tho pronise that has been made. Government promises are 
never broken. 

Besides Dacca, we also have a very large scheme known as the riparian 
scheme of water-supply for a group of municipalities in tho neigh bourhootl of 
Calcutta. The details of that scheme are now being worked out, and we may 
as soon as wo have the money be called upon to contribute a large sum 
towards financing that schorao. Therefore, if we had acted like a man who 
all of a sudden finds himself in possession of moro vvcnilth than he actually 
requires and squandc^rs without looking to the future, we would have placed 
our8elv('s in a very difficult position. I say, therefore, that wo have acted as 
judiciously as we ought to havi^ acted in spending our available resources, 
hut at the same time wo hav(^ not starvt^d any useful schemeR, and whenever 
such scholiums have couk^ up to us we have treated thcim generously. It is 
known i)erhaps that it has been usual in financing schemes of sanitation, such 
as water-supply or drainage, to demand that two-thirds of the cost should be 
paid by the local bodies concerned. In practice we have often found it difficult 
to get two-thirds out of tlu^ local b(xli<*s, and sometimes it has happened that 
we have given the usual one-third, and when the scheme has been comphjted, 
the actual has exec^eded V(*ry largely the estimated cost, and iti such cases wc 
have always found it necessary to come to the rescue of tlie municipalities 
by paying mor(‘. 

1 will just give Ilon’ble Members of this Council a few facts and figures. 
It should be nunem bored that the non-rocurring sanitation grant was mainly 
intendud foi* expenditure on urban areas, and we have to spend that money 
mostly in water-works ami in draiiiagci generally within inunicupal areas. 
So far as rural ar( 3 as go, tlnn-e has been no great demand on our funds 
because our District Hoards have got sufficitmt inom^y for all their purposes. 
Only two years ago they came into possession of about 29 lakhs over and 
ab{)ve their usual income, which gave every District Board more than a lakh 
of rupec^s to spmul purely on sanitation if they liked. It has been said that 
District Hoards have becui hampere»l because they are asked to realise at least 
oiie-tliird from the villagers who want a tank to be (excavated, and therefore 
the pr(»gresK in lliis direction lias been slow. This rule lias been gradually 
relaxcil. Last year we asked the Hoanls to take advantagi^ of the cheap 
labour due to scarcity and vigorously to push forward their schemes of water* 
su,M])ly, relaxing, where necessary, the rule regarding local contribution. Where 
District Hoards, imsti^ad of excavating tanks which ultimately b(‘oamo their 
awn property, go to help the owner of a silted up tank th(‘ owner may reason- 
ably bo asked to make a contrihiitiLm and suinelimes the villagers also, and 
1 think it is quit*' right that thi*y sliould do so. Hcooiitly. the District Boards 
have been spending more largidy in excavating tanks of wluch they 
themselves become tlie owners. The agremnent system by which tanks of other 
people have been excavated by the District Boards have not been found to 
be a very groat success. Those who say that the District Boards have mot 
been siumding enough on sanitation out of the Public Works cess are not 
quite accurate. We have pressed upon the District Boards to spend largely out 
of the Puldic Works cess on water-supply. Wo have not got the figures for 
the last year, hut we will examine the figures when they are available and 
from the imjuiries that I have made, T believe that they have spent much 
more largely during the last year than they ever did before. 1 remember to 
have read in one of our daily papers an account of what has been done in a 
neighbouring province. Referring to tho Government gi’aiit in that province as 
the result of which it was expected that there would be 5 new tanks excavated 
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every 4 year, the Government of liongal was criticised for not having followed 
this good example." Tlie writer was apparently not aware iiiat only last y<^ai\ 
in two districts, when: w'o could find cheap labour on account of the scarcity 
and where relief measures were necessary, we gave imuiigh money for the 
excavation of about 100 tanks, and I believe they have all been tiiiished by 
this time. I therefore claim that we have not neglected the sanitation of the 
province and have as far as possible tried to rise to our responsibilities. 
Formerly, the usual amount of Government contribution towards water-works 
within municipalities was only one-third of the whole cost. Wo found that all 
municipalities were not in a ixjsition to find the remaining two-thirds, and 
whenever such a case has arisen we have tried to give a good deal more. My 
Hon’ble friend Babu Upondra Lai Hay would remember that when there was 
a scheme of water-supply in the lown of (Miittagong, it was ostimati‘d to cost 
lakhs. We first offered to give half, but the people of Chittagong 
would not have tlio water-works, and we had practically to force it on tliiMU 
by^ raising our grant to 2 laklm. Towards tln> Narainganj water-supply 
scheme we gave one lakli out of lls. 1, 70, ()()(). Towards the Burdwan drainage 
scheme wo gave 02 per cent, of th(‘ total cost. An examination of the 
various schemes to which Government liav(! given sanction during 1915 will 
show that out of 21 sebemt'S of wati'r-supply and drainagt^, Government ]»aid 
a great d(^al more than one-third in 14 eases (Hit of 21. It would thin*efore 
be incorrect to say now that the iisnal Government contribution is only 
one-third. 1 claim that wlienevtu- we have found a nmnicipality unal>l(^ to 
afford to pay its fidl sliart^ to carry out a in‘eessary scheme, Government have 
always couk^ forward to make up tln^ dilfcrenc(3. J do not think I ikmhI 
labour this point. 

Tli(^ lloii’blc Babu Surendra Nath Hay has rederrod to the insanitary 
condition of Krishnagar and to the urgent ne(!eHHity of a water-supply and 
drainag(‘ scheme there. 1 may inform my hon’ble fritmd that about two 
years ago when T visited that town, I saw that we had either to improve the 
sanitation of the town or to al)andon it. W»* w<‘re j)rei)ared to finano(‘ very 
largely a scheme of water-supply as well of <lrainago. I believe by this time 
both the Hcbomes would have been taken in hand, l)ut unfortunately Krisbna- 
gar has suffered, as many other places bavoTsufferotl, for want of funds.” 

The Hon’ble Babu SLIKENDHA NATH RAY said 

“ We want the water-works scheme to In^ taken in hand first.” 

( 

The Hon’ble NAWAB SYEP SHAMS-HL-IIUDA, continuing, said 

As regards the water-works sch(un(\ the ]>ositiou is this : Tii(‘ two 
parts ill Krishnagar are somewhat differently situat(Ml. One ]>art niqiiiiv.s i li(‘ 
water-supply more urgently and the other the ilrainagi', and, the Municipal 
Commissioners were unable for some time to agn^i. The i)e.oi>le of one 
part said : ‘ Why should we contribute f»)r wat(T-wr)rks whicdi we do not 

require?’ The peo])le of the other part said the same thing of the drainage 
scheme. The municipality has resolved to take up Ijotli the water-supply 
and drainage schemes together, and so it is very difficult to act up to tlie 
suggestion of my hon’blo friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, that wo should 
take up the water- works scheme first. The two must go together. 

A great deal has been said urging us to carry out experiments in regard 
to irfalaria. I confess 1 feel tliat a great deal more ought to be d(mt3 than has 
been done, but at the same time I have not beon able U) see how Government 
‘are to proceed. In these matters wc are entirely in the hands of our exp(3rtH. 
The Hon’blo Rai Radha Charan Pal asks if we have discarded jungle-cutting 
as an experiment for malaria. My h on bio friend, Dr. Nil Ratan Saikar, 
knows that about three years ago we had an ofior from the GovemmiJiit of 
India of a sum of Rs. 50,000 for carrying on experiments in jungle-cutting. 
They told us that jungle-cutting had done a great deal of good in the Malay 
Peninsula. We referred the matter to the Malaria Committee. There ^yus 
a long debate, and the experts came to the conclusion that, jungle-cutting 
' was useless as a preventive against malaria. Wo had to take the advice. 
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becauBe thft advice came from experts. In the same way^ we have beed told 
by our expert advisers that the best wo can do to improve the |?enoral 
sanitation of the country is to ensure a better water-supply and better 
drainage and at the top of it al] give a i)lentiful supply of quinine. We have 
distributed large quantities of quinine, and wc liavt^ also tried in other ways 
to improve the sanitation of the country. It is true, as urged by the Hon’ble 
Mr. iSurondra Nath llanerji, that it is not for the non-official members of this 
Council to suggest wliat experiments wo should carry out, but at the same 
time we^ cannot be blamed for not carrying out experiments the utility of 
which have not been demonstrated to our experts. 1 had recently a talk, 
with our Sanitary Commissioner, Dr. Bentley, and ho told me that ho had 
now got a scheme of flooding areas experimentally as an anti-malarial measure. 
He has promised to submit his report to the Malaria Coinmittoe early, and 
I am sure we will soon have it.” 

The Hon^ble Babu SURENDRA NATH BANERJI said 

“ Will it be practicable throughout Bengal ?” 

ThcHon’bloNAWAB SYED SHAMS-UL-HUDA said:— 

‘‘ No, the experiumut will be tried in one or two places, and if it succeeds, 
wo will try it wlnu’e practicable in other parts nf the country. I am not in a 
position to discuss the, m(‘,rit8 of the experiment. I wish only to explain that 
in the absence of (export knowledge, we are bound to rely upon our advisers 
who, as experts, know more of the subject than others who have not studied 
the question. Whether the exptniment which we will be asked to carry out 
will be successful or not, no one can Ha 3 ^ Hundreds of experiments • have 
been tried in various directions, some have succeeded, others have not, 
and our jjosition in this respect is no better. As regards the necessary 
expenditure, when the resolution was moved asking us to earmark a lakh 
of rupees for experiments on sanitation, I opposed it, because this year's 
budget was so framed tliat wo bad barely tmough for our I'equircunents, and 
I thouglit that it was quite [)ossible that tht^ full lakh of rupees might not be 
required for (^xpnrinionts, and we should not tie our hands by earmarking the 
whole sum. Dr. Bentley told me that he would not reejuin^ so large a sum for 
his experiment. At any rate 1 gave the assurance to the (/ouiicil then, and I 
give the same assurance now,' that experiments will not suffer fRr want of 
funds.” 

TJie Hon’ble Babu fcSURENDRA NATH BANERJI said 

“ May I inquire when the experiment is likely to start ? ' 

The Hon’ble NAWAB SYED SHAMS-UL-HUDA said 

” This is ^oro than I can toll. Dr. Bentley tells me that at the end of 
the month he is going to put a scheme before Governmtmt. 

Some lion’ble Members have proposed that the Sanitary Board should be 
further enlarged. As regards that question the Council is aware that only 
3 years ago the Sanitary Board had not in its constitution one single non- 
official member. We have since added 3 to the Board, and it is now too 
early to say how far the position of the Board has been strengthened by the 
addition of these 3 non -official members. Two of these are hon'ble 
Members of this Council, and when the matter has been fully tried and it is 
found^ that non-official members are prepared to give their time and attention 
to this work, and if their prcsonce on the Board is found to be a source of* 
strength to that body, I believe there will be no objection to enlarge it 
further by putting more non-official members on the Board. A proposal has 
also been made that the Sanitary Board sliould be given certain financial 
powers, and it has been said t hat in other provinces they do possess these 
powers. I do not know that in any province where the expenditure of 
money is left to the Sanitary Board, the Board consists both of officials and 
non-officials. 1 am afraid that those Boards consist wholly of official members, 
and I am not sure that Government would be prepared in the present constitu- 
tion of the Board to give it financial powers and to put all the sanitary grant— 
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and that is what asked for — into the hands ot this Board. \V^ discussed * 
the question some tiino ago when a pro.^osal to that etfect was made by the 
Board itself, and we came to 1 he conclusion that no ditHculty had arisen by 
reason of Government keeping tlie control of money in their own hands. 

As a matter of fact, all schemes of sanitation pass through the Sanitary 
Board, and when approved l>y them, come to Government for financial 
assistance. I do nof know tliat timre have been many cases, or any cases at 
all, iu which tiio recommendations fd the Sanitary Ibiaril have bemi rejected 
by Government. Therefore, it diK'S not wry much matter vyhotln^r the 
actual distribution of the money rests witli the Bcjard. or whether it is on the 
advice of the Sanitary Board liiat (Joveriiment make the <listribution. 

Some lion’ble MembiTs liave suggested the establishmenl of a Local 
, Self-Govornirient Board. I do not know wlietlier in tln^se days of deeenirali- 
' satiou such a proposal has many supporters. Tlu* proposal was not accepted 
by the Doceiilralisatioa Commissi m, ami it was nof aceopted by the District 
Administration Committee, who do not seem to diavi* likt'.l the idea oL a 
Central Ihiard sifting in Calcutta with ^a rol in hand to correct the 
delinquencies of munieijialities and District l>o,ards. 

The Hon’Ide Babu SQRENDKA NATH BANKlUI said 

“ Lord Movley suggi^stt'J it. ” 

The Hon’ble NAWAB SYED SlIAMS-UL-llUDA said 
. “ That was in 1 880. Since then the S.*eretary of State has not aec^eptod it. 

I have no personal knowledge of the working of a similar Board 111 
ciuntrios, but one of my hon’ble colleiigiies * has assunid me tnai this i>oard 
is not a very useful body even iu England. It is not to tin* inlrojiietion oi a 
centralised 'system tliai' we look for improvement in the sanilation of this 
province. We look forward to the establishment of the Dmoii C.mimltteoH 
which we contemplate to start early for the improvement ()l tlm sanitary 
condition of the province. When wt' have a network of Union Committees 
spread all over the country, when every inch of land in tlie I njsideney will )e 
under one Union Committee or another, when w have placed the wli »le o 
the Public Works cess in the hands of th.*se Union Commiilees, when the 
roiral* people discover that their money is being well spent for their own 
benefit and take an active interest in the promotion of sauitation ^mid W(. al 
know how much depends on the co-operation of the p(M,ple in currying out 

successfully these necessary measures J reform), we m^^^^ thon ^ ^ 

hopeior tlie solution of the probhmi. We I.h.k to the village, ‘ 

to the Central Koanl in Galcutia lor tlm solnlion. 1 have no [anlt to lim 

either with the raumcipalitie.s or the District Boar.ls i.i 

ot the fuiKls at their disposal. On the contrary, they haw ^ 

to Jo their hest, and with the onhaiicod resourcjs at iho disposa ol tlie 

District Beards, 1 am pertoctly oertain that so far as ihe 

supply goes, even if left to themselves, in a tew yeaib they will solve 

problom.^^ turn to a tew other criticisms on sanitation. 'IV're is one tact 

which I ought to have mentioned betore. The Hon hie the 
of Murshidabad deplores the reduction m the oxponditure on sanitation m tli 

Th«te, <1 check 

'■ •'Tb* Hon’ble Mr. 
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I must say that duBty roads are the most unpleasant feature of municipal 
administration in the mufassal. The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja lialiadur 
suggests that there should he a supply of unfiltered water for the purpose of 
watering roads and flushing drains. This proposal is one that has been 
condemned by experts. Here again we are in the hands of experts. We are 
advised by our {Sanitary* Engineer that instead of having a double system 
of filtered and un Altered water, it is much better, t.e., more economic, t<»^use 
filtered water. We have taken that advice. We have enlarged, the 
capacity of our water- works so as to provide sufficient water for flushing 
drains and for other purposes. 

The llon’ble Habu Upendra Lai Kay speaks of a grant of Rs. 57,454 
budgeted this year for water-supply in the district of Tippera. My hon’ble 
friend has committed a slight error. Instead of the money being budgeted 
this year, the money has been paid in the last year and spent by this time in 
the excavation of tanks. As regards the Oomilla water-works, the scheme has 
not reached’ Gov(.‘rnment yet, and we are not in a position to make any 
pronfmn cement regarding it. The Chandpur scheme is suffering from want 
of money as many other schemes are suffering. 

The Hon’bhj Kai llari Mohan Chandra Kahadur speaks of the enlarge- 
ment of and grant of financial powers to the Sanitary Haard. 1 havti already 
dealt with these two ]Joints. 

J have also referred to what the Hon’ble Maharaja of Nashipur has said 
nbout water-supply in rural areas. We have addressed the District Boards 
on the subject of spending larger sums of money out of the Public Works 
cess on water-supply. The Maharaja spoke of the necessity of earmarking a 
fixed jiortion of the money for that purpose, and referred to the Conference 
that 1 had with members of the District Boards on the subject. Tlie. result 
of the Conference was that the official mombors were all in favour of leaving 
the expenditure of money entirely to the discretion of the District Boards, 
while the non-official nuunbers, curiously enough, w^anted Government to 
intervene and earmark a definite portion for expenditure on water-supply. 
We have considered the matter, and although we do not propose to lay down 
any fixed proportion, wo are trying to do what, I believe, would meet the 
wishes of the Maharaja, that is, we are trying to impress on District Boards 
the necessity of si)onding large sums on wjiler-supply and I hope that when 
we g(^t the accounts of last year, the Maharaja will see that our efforts have 
not been altogether lost. * 

The Hon’ble Babu SurendraNath Ray complains of the grant made to the 
Calcutta Corporation. H(» says the Corporation is rich and requires no 
Government help. Ht' refers to the provision for payment of Us. 42,000 
t<i the C^alfutta Corporation for rho drainage of the fringe area and Rs. 5,400 
for certain experiments on tin? sewage of Calcutta, which ho considers 
unnecessary, as the Corporation of (Calcutta is solvent enough to moot tliese 
items of expenditun*. It is not necessary for me to discuss any of these 
grants, as 1 am informed the first one of Rs. 42,000 is probably the last grant 
under that head, and no more will bo required. At any rate T believe the 
grant will not be continued much longer. As regards the sum for the 
treatment of sewage the municipality has very little to do with it. This 
amount is provided for carrying out ex])erimontH on 4he sewage of Calcutta 
under Government orders hy an expert committee appointed to deal wdth 
the matter. 

The Hon 'hie Babu Surendra Nath Ray also thinks that the contribution 
to the (Chittagong Municipality for the pay of its Engineer-Sccretaiy out of the 
Sanitary Fund is an unjustifiable diversion of the Fund. I do not take the 
same view. A large place like Chittagong requires an engineer of greater 
ability and experience than those that municipalities generally cmpl^’. 
We made a grant of Rs. 20,0()0 to Chittagong in order to help the municipality 
to improve its sanitary condition. It must be remembeied that in Eastern 
Bengal, Chittagong is a verj^ important town where there is a Government 
House, which, however, is very seldom used. We first made a contribution 
of Re. 20.000, but wc have noT/^ reduced it to the figure mentioned by my 
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hon’ble friend, as oontribution towards the pay^of the Engineer-Secretary 
of the municipality. Wi^ liav'e iielped other municipalities, who iiave not got 
sufficient funds to make the necessary arraugoments for sanitation, to employ 
proper officers to carry on the work. Wo have been helping poor munici- 
palities to enable them to employ Sanitary Inspectors. There is no reason 
why Chittagong should not be as generously treated. 

The Hon'ble Jiai Prasanna Kumar Ray Bahadur regrets that we were not 
able raise the pay of the Munsiffs and the Registration clerks. Others 
have also referred to the subject. I sympathise with the Munsiffs, but 
unfortunately they have suffered like others for lack of funds, and so far as the 
Munsiffs go, there is the additional reason that the matter is under the 
consideration of the Public Services Commission. As soon as nbrmal 
conditions are restored, we hope that both the Munsiffs and the Registration 
clerks will receive the consideration they deserve. 

The Hon’ble Rai Nalinaksha Basu Bahadur has spoken of the Court-house 
at Burdwan. The matter is being considered and there has been some 
difficulty regarding the site. Tho site selected was inconvenient to the 
members of the bar. This was represented to me when I visited Burdwan, 
and wc have asked the opinion of the District Judge on tho point, but even 
if everything is settled soon, it is a question of money and therefore like other 
schemes it must be deferred. 

Tho Hon’l)le Bal)U Ramtaran Banerji has spoken about the judicial 
administration of this Presidency. I know tliat the Budget debate is 
generally taken advantage of for airing every sort of grievance, but I believe 
some little connection with tlie Budget should bo required in every case, and 
1, for myself, do not see how into this Budget debate this que^stion comes in 
at all. It must bo remembore i that, though the Budget debate was formerly 
the only opportunity bir non-official members to ventilate their grievances, 
now that they have a right of moving resolutions on important subjects. I 
think it only right that all important matters like these should form the 
subject of resolutions to bt; debated in Council, rather than that they should 
be dealt at the Budget debate, and that members of Government should not 
be expected without j)revious notice to deal with smd) matters on behalf of 
Govoriimeiit. I therefon.' do not intend to discuss the merit.s of the points 
raised by the Hon'ble Member on this occasion. 

I now turn to the speech of my friend, tln^ Hon’ble Mr. P"azl-ul Haq. 
It has always been difficult to meet him, and, in fact. I find that on this 
occasion, he has gone even beyond liis speeches on pnjvious occasions. 
Hib. speech will be answered, a good deal of it, by my Inm’bie colleague, 
Mr. Lyon, but I think 1 shoubl refer to one or two nntters vfith which 
I am more directly eotict^rned. 1 shall speak of the Muhammadan Arts 
College and of the Hostel in College Street. My hon'ble friend himself 
knows that we had acquired a plot of laud for the Anglo-Pcrsian dopartniont 
of the Madrasah so that a College building might bo constructed on the, site 
of the Anglo-Porsian department. My hon’ble friend expects us to procr^cJ 
in the way of a private gtuitlomen who makes up his mind to build a schoi)l 
at night, purchases the land the next day, and forthwith goes on with the work. 
But there are certain inconvenient rules by which Govenimeni aro bound, 
and in an important matter like the foundation of an Arts College in Calcutta, 
I think Government would have been guilty of indecent liasto if they did 
not consult all those interested in tho proposal. The scheme requires, I 
believe,’ ail expenditure of 13 laklhs non-recurring and a recurring expenditure 
of something like Rs. 1,40,000. Government, however anxious they may have 
been to give tbe Muhammadans an Arts College, could not disregard rules of 
financial control and establish a college within six moiith.s of the proposal. 
We had first of all to ask tho Director of Public Instruction to examine the 
scheme from an educational point of view and to work out the details of the 
expenditure. We ha<i to consult other educational experts and had also to 
asK the Public Works Department to submit plans and estimates of the build- 
ing. Wp had, as I have said, also to consult tho.se interested in Muhammadan 
e&cation. We had to go up to the Government of India and to the Secretary 
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of State for paiiction. When the complete scheme was w^orked out, we knew 
perfectly well that under the present conditions it was hopeless to ask the 
Government of India to finance such a larjre scheme. The seheme is there- 
fore still more or less in abeyance. But wo have not given it up. Govern- 
ment cannoiMte expected to proceed at tlie breakneck pace at whitfii my 
hon’ble friend would wish them to ])roceed. He has also coTnplainei^r that 
the hostel in College Street has made no progress, and that we are now 
exactly where we were before. I do not want to follow him in his simile of 
the oilman’s bullock, but T dn say that it is not correct to say that we are 
wheiW we were before. We have not yet built a house for the students, 
but what have we done ? Have we been idle ? No. We liave, to avoid 
delay, rented a house at a cost of over Ks. 400 a month for the accommodation 
df 'Muhammadan students. 1 wish my hoirble friend had made an acknow- 
ledgment of what Gov(‘rnment liad done in this direction.” 

The Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ said 

“ I mentioned that in my speech.” 

The Hon’ble NAWAH SYED SlIAMS-UL-lIUDA said 

“ It was a very half-heart(*d acknowledgment. 

We have a warm appreciation from the Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid Kaw'ab 
Ali Chawdhuri which 1 greatly appreciate, ami his well-directed criticisms are 
likely to do real good. I think the Hon’l)le Mr. Haq should liav(^ appreciated 
our anxiety to help Muhammadan students. As wo could not build a now 
hostel near College Square soon, we rented a house. It makes no difference 
BO far as tli(‘ students thems(»U es are eoncfrm d. As regards his demand 
for uior(‘ Persian and Arabic teachers, Mr. Horiiell has said how that matter 
now’ stands. It is eertainly one whieli requires to he taken up, and I am 
sure the Ih’reclor of Public Instruction will do all that can be done in this 
direction. 

* Tliere is only cne more word that I would say to the Hon’ble Maulvi 
Fazl-ubliaq. He admits that the present constitution of the Council is not 
unfavourable to Eastern Bengal. He has been good enough to pay a compli- 
ment to all of us as b(‘ing 8yTiq)athetic to Eastern Hengal, but yet when he 
comes to details, he thinks that it is om* of the w^orst in its dealings with 
the problepis of Eastern Bengal. 1 do not see tJie consistency between the 
tw’o. The correct conclusion w’as that with so many friends if things were 
not faring as well as he expected with Eastern Bengal and Muhammadans 
generally, rhat there must have been more difficulties in the way than he was 
aw^are of. I do not wish to take up the time of tlie Council any longer ; I 
ha\e tried to explain all the more important points, and if I have iiiissed any 
points in the course of my remarks, 1 am sorry for the omission.” 


ADJOURNMENT. 

% 

^ The Council was then adjourned to Tuesday, the 4th April, 1916, at 

11 A.M. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal, and 
Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council {Ofg*). 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legidalive Council assembled 
under the jmvmons of the Gocernment of India -Icf, 19 IS. 

The Council mot in the Council Chainhor in Govern irumt llou 80 on 
Tuesday, I ho 4rli April, 11)16, at II a.m. 

Present : 

His Kxcolloncy the Risflit Hoii’hlo Thomas David, Makon (Jarmichael 
OK Skiulino, G.C.T.E., K.C.M.O., OovPnior of the Presideneg of Fort 
\niliam in Bengal^ presiding. 

Tho Hon’hlo Mu. ]\ Lyon, o.a.r., Vice-President. 

The Ilon’hle Nawah Syed Siiamh-ul-Huda. 

Tlio Hon’lih* Mk. N. D. Meatson Deed, c.k.i., c.i.k. 

Tho Huii’!)l(‘. Col. U. Edwards, c.b.. c.m.o. 

The Hon’hle Mil V . .1. Monahan. 

Tho Hon’hlo Mr. d. Lang. 

Tho lloii’ldo Mr. d. H. Kerr, c.i.k. 

Tho Hon’hlo Mr. K. C . De, c.i.e. 

The Hon’hlo Mr. L. Uirlky, o.i.k. 

The Hoii’l)l(‘ Mu. H. II. fjREEN. 

Tho Hon’hlo Mr. i). H. Homoas. 

Tho Hou’hlo Mr. H. C. Mitra. 

The llon’hlo Mr. W. W. Hornei.l. 

Tho Hon’hlo Mr. C. F. Payne. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. E. H. H. Panton. 

Tho Hcm’hlo RaiPriya Nath Mukhkiui Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. C. Williams. 

Tho Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 

/riio H'on’hlo Raja Shush i Kanta Acharyya Chaudiiijri Bahadur. 

Tho Hon’ble Du. Dkra Prasad Saruadhikari, c.i.e. 

The Hon’blo Baru Ramtaran Hanerji. 

The Hon’blo Rai Radha Oharan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’blo Mr. K. II. Bray. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. Birkiiyre. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. T. Grice. 

The Hon’blo Mu. E. A. Martin. 

The ilon’l)le Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mubhahraf Hohsain. 

The Iloii’ble Maui.vi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Ilon’ble Maharaja Ranajit Sinha of Nafthipar. 

The Hon’blo Rai Nalinaksha Babu Bahadur. 

The Ilon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Au Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur. 
Thu Uon’blo Rai Praranna Kumar Ray Bahadur. 

Tlie Hon’ble Babu iSuhkndra Nath Bankrji. 

T1h‘ lloii’ble Babu Siirendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mahkndra Nath Ray, (m.k. 

Tlu^ Hon’bJe Rai Uari Mohan Chandra Bahadur. 

The Ilon’ble Chaudhuri Muhammad Ikmaii Khan. 

The Hon’lile Babu Upendra liAL Ray. 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF BENGAL FOR 1916-17. 

[7’Ae Diacumon of the Budget iras resumed.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, LYON paid — 

“My Lord, I have no denire to detain the Council at any len^>tli this 
morning, but tlierti an^ two or three subjeetH which have bwm dealt with 
in the Hpeeches. of llon’ble MemberH on which 1 would like to say a few words. 
The firHt ifl connected with queptioiiH which have bt‘en raised by reprcBonta- 
tivos of the Muhaininadan community with reference to the action of Govem- 
ment on behalf of that community. We have liad, what I think I may say 
without reproiich, a very violent speech from one Hon’ble Member on this 
subjecr.. But I think that by the somewhat unwolcoine terms in which he 
referred totln^ nujuibers of this Government by way of praise — our sympathies 
are, I hope, more widely distributed than ho would suggest — he must have 
convinced inembors of this Council that there wgs n^ason lo doubt whether 
his statement of facts was entirely accurate. I think, my Lord, that I am 
within the mark when 1 say that such doubts are wcdl founded. It will be 
found on examination that the projects which he declared to have been 
shelved have in nowise Jneen shelved ; he was incorrect in saying that Dacca 
as the second capital of this province has been deserted ; while, as regards the 
alleged neglect of Muhammadan education, I need only refer him to the 
speech of the Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri for a refutation of 
that suggestion. As 1 shall have to deal with the i/iain subjects referred to by 
him in considering the speech of the Hon’ble the Nawab Sahib, I shall 
not reply in detail to his speech, but before leaving it, I would ask hiin to 
consider his position. That, as I understand it, stands much in this wise. 
The elevation of the masses belonging to the Muhammadan community, and 
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the BatiRfaotion of their just aspiratioiiR are, as thf6 Council knows well, 
matters of very groat difficulty. Tlioy cannot be Heenrod by the (.jovernnient 
acting alone, without the co-operation and unselfish labour of tln^ leadfu’s 
of the community itself. The Hon’ble Member has acknowledged that this 
Government are well disposed towards his coreligionists, and I i(*ave it to him 
to reflect whether he advances the cause of his community, or fulfils liis 
duty as one of its leaders, by confining himself to the making of speeches 
consisting almost solely of unrestrained denunciations (»f his frimids based 
upon flimsy and inaccurate ])remise8. 

I would now turn to the speech of the Hoirble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali 
Chaudhuri. His w'as an interesting and earnc^st appeal to us to remetnb(‘r tin' 
cause of his co-religioniats and of the Eastern Bengal population. It yvum a 
speech which was not devoid of strong criticism of the action ot Government, 
but that criticism was stimulative ; it was criticism which was of a nature to 
keep Government up to the mark, and as such was welcome to us as to all 
who wish that community and that cause well. He s] oke of the disappoint- 
mont of Dacca in its hope of becoming one of the capitals of this province*, but 
1 think he overstated his case. We have no intention of giving uj) or going 
back on the promise's wliicli have be^en made to Eastern Bi'ngal in this n^spect. 
I may ])oint out to him that among the first of tin* works which wi^ t(K)k up 
in Dacca after this Government was constituted was the construc^tion of the 
Secretariat building, which will be* the p(‘rmanent hoim* of the Government 
and its offices when they go to Dacca ejich year. We have at tlu^ saiiM* time 
overcome the difficulty caused by tlu* influx of Governrmmt officials during 
that tiuM^ by luiilding reshbuices for tin* Secretaries ami beads of dc^partments. 
It is no part of our policy to h'avo that Secretariat and thosc^ r(‘sideneos 
empty. We have aln'ady b(‘ld two me(‘tings of this Gouncil in Dacca, and it 
will not escape llon’ble M(*mber8 acqnaint(^d wdth Dacca that we* hav(^ betui 
en<leavouring to render the residence of the Governor worthy of his occupa- 
tion for the two months of the year during which he will reside at Dacca. 

The Hon’ble M(uriber has also retwrcul to the removal of the Survey 
Glasses from the School of Engineering in Dacca, but I would remind him that 
those class(*s liav(^ not been removed from Eastern Bengal. Th(\v have Ixjon 
transferred from Dacca tf) the neighbourhool of Comilla. Tin* n^asoiis for 
transferring them are w(*ll known, and the V(!ry fact that he has in a later 
sentence complained of the extra expenditun^ shows that w(! have b(x*n 
endeavouring to render the curriculum and th(^ whole course of training in the 
new Survey School better than tliose w^e gave tr) the pupils at Dacca. W(^ have, 
established in the neighbourhood of Gomilla a g<KKl Survey Scdiool, wlien; a 
good and full coUrs(* of surveying is taught, and 1 think it will be fouTnl that 
that school is more valuable to Eastern Ihmgal and to the whole provinai than 
the old classes that were held at Dacca. Ho has referrrMl also to the harm 
that he says has been done to the School of Engineering by the removal of 
the Electrical Branch. We had that matter carefully examined, and examined 
with special sympathy for th(5 feelings of tln^ people of Eastern Bengal, who 
wanted to get an electrical training for their young men in chjscu* proximity to 
their homes, but we discovered that the very larg«^ expenditure involved in 
the maintenance of this Branch would be unwarranted at the present momfuit. 
We wore unable to give an electrical education there which would compare 
in any way with that which can be given at Sibpur. The consotiucnce was that 
'we removed this class, which had not proved very popuby, very few students 
having come to it. At the same time, to show that there is no idea of allowing 
the School of Engineering to degenerate, we are about to build new premises 
for it there, for which we have allyated 5 lakhs of rupees. 1 think that 
when that school is established, it will undoubtedly be a boon to the province. 

I turn now to the question of the Dacca University, and while not depre- 
cating criticism as to such delap as may have occurred, I would remind 
Hon’ble Members that the establishment of a new form of university, a 
residential and teaching university, in any corner nf the world, is bound to be 
carried out with some delay, if it is to be established on sound lines. With 
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refcrenco io tho Dacca University, 1 think it may iiiten*st the Council if I 
explain exactly liovv matters stand. After the Dacca University Committee 
had ])r(^par(*d its report, the general sclumie was Kiil)mitted to the (Tovernment 
of India, and eventually to the S(‘cretary of State, [or sanction. Sanction was 
received and we were told to prepare the detailed fjlans and estimates which 
wen* recpiired to (‘.nahle iis to carry out tlie material part of the scheme. 
These plans ami estimate's took souh' time to prepare. The Government 
Architect <lealt witfi them with great care, and admirable i>hinR and estimates 
resultiid. Hut when these wen; semt up for sanction it was decide J, Jifter 
Hcmie discussion, that they could not l>e imKjeede I with until the question of 
the constitution of the University, the basis on which legislation would have 
to he. (‘.nactcul, had heim fully and propcu’Iy (l(‘all with. IS’ow the Dacca 
Univ(n*sity Committe(i had not deah with that part of tin- scheme with tho 
same fulm^ss with which they had d(‘alt with tin*, rest of it, and some grave 
difficulties arose, including many matters of policy which it had been inif ossible 
for so limit(*d a committoci to defil with hnally Tin* const'qnence was that 
this part of th(i S(;he,me took some tinn* to (h'tm-mine. We had hoped that 
tl uring that time w(Miiight have gone, on with tin' buildings, but this was 
considered un(]<*sirahle. We therefore workc^l out the completi' constitution, 
which has now lu‘-en sanctioned. 1 may not(‘ that oin* c)f the most difficult 
points dealt with was tin* tinancial basis and inde.jxm leiice of tlie University, 
and it may lx* well understood that that matti'i* occjassoin'd a gooil (h^al of 
(lifferemx* of (jj)inif)n. Well, tin*, constitution has now l)t‘(‘n setlh*d, with the 
sanction of tin* Secretary of Stale, and 1 understand that a ihll has been 
prepared which will be introduced into tin* Imperial (Council at an early date. 

Now, as to tho qu«*stion of funds. It is obvious that at tin* present time 
it is necessary for us to curtail to sonn*degre(' the immediate requin'inents of 
the Dacca Univi'rsity, if w^'donot wish to postpom^ its initiation until some 
time after the conclusion of tln^ war. We hav(^ had accordingly to ])repare a 
slightly moditi(Ml scheme which will merely be the preliminary to tin* carrying 
out of the whole scheme, and which will not itself bhjck that scheme. We 
have tin* funds for this iinKlitied scheme in our balanct'S, but, as every one 
knows, we cannot cut into these balances, and conseqiK'ntly it is not possibh* 
for us to proceed this year with our sclienn* for tin* Dacca l/iiivtn-sit y, nnh'ss 
we are allowed by spi'cial permission of the (lovcrnment of India to devoti^ 
a small jiortioii of our balances to this object. It n*mains to be si*en wln'ther 
we shall be permittixl to do this. The cost of tiie modilied sch(*nn* amounts 
to over .‘18 lakhs, the cost of the total schenu^ amounting to abou I ,^)i) lakhs. 
Mut I wish t(» point out that there is one favourable result of tin* delaj’ which 
has been caused. W(^ have bemi granted by tin' Governimmt of India a 
recurring grant of Ks. 6,4.'), 000, which after four yi*ars will Ix^ n'duced to 
Ks. 5,15,000. That grant we are accumulating for tin- purpose of capital 
expenditure, until w(M-equire the iiioiioy for tin* current expenditure on tln^ 
Uni versily, so that wt' shall benefit to this extent by the d<*lay, that wlK'n 
we are able to pnKteed with the scheme, we shall havi* a larger capital sum 
to d(*al with, and I think that, in conseciumict*, wi' may be aide' to go 
Somewhat beyond the inodifhxl 8chemt5 that has been sanctioinxl. 

Connected witli this subject is the questioiwif the Muhammadan Hall, 
which has been alluded to by the Hoirble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali (Jhau- 
dhuri, and I think I must commence with thi> statement that we are in 
a very much better position now, as regards the ])roviRion to Ix^ made for 
th(3 Muhammadan community in Dacca in this n^spect, than when Sir 
Charles Bajdey laid tho foundation-stone of the Muhammadan Hall. I 
quite acci'pt everything the Hon’ble Nawab has said as to the trouble 
that was taken to raise money for the Muhammadan Hall, tho promises 
that wv made and the aspirations connected with that Hall ; but I think 
he will agree that it is obvious that when, instead of a Muhammadan Hall 
to accommodate the Moslem students of the Dacca College, we proposed 
to build a Muhammadan Gollege, at a very much gri*ator cost, accommodating 
a very much larger number of Muhammadan students, and to provide also 
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cvontually for tho institution of a faculty of Islamic stuifios, wo wore 
proposiiiflf to do a very groat deal more for tho iMuhainniailan coniniunity than 
was intended when wo laiil tho foundation-stono of tJio iMuhamniadan Hall. 
Tliat tho constniction of tho Muhammadan Hall has Ixhmi doforroil hocaiiso 
we have now a larger schonm in hand is undoubtedly a fact, hut J think it is 
only a superficial view wliich would lament that delay in view of ,vhat wo 
hope to do for tho Muhammadan eommuniiy eventually. I may say that the 
eatablislimont uf a Miihammajlan College is in tho very forefront of tlio 
Dacca University S(diom'‘. liavt* put it into our molifiod scheme hy 
proposing to utilisi- the oil Secretariat building, ami wo have actually built 
already a great hall at tin* back of the Secndarial whitdi will s(*rvo as a 
dining hall for Muhammadan students. We iiave also a scheim* in liaml, 
which I h >|jfi we may be abh* to carry out, for the establishment of a Muham- 
madan College in advance of tht‘ University, directly \\v can gtd soim* slight 
relaxation from financial r(‘strictions, and overcome the diHiculty of recruit- 
ing a proper establishment ami staff for the c«)lleg('. Whim tlioso difficulties 
are surmounted, we think wi* .shall bo able to establish a Muhammadan 
Collogt‘, even befoie wo can (‘stablish the Daima Univ(‘rsity. In view of these 
facts, 1 believe I am right in thinking that the Muhanima Ian community will 
not yvimtuallv regret tin* delay or tho ehangos of policy with roferenee to the 
Muhammadan Hall. 

I shall now rider to some of tho remarks made by Members of Council 
dealing with other departments in my charge. A reference was made 
by two Hon’ble Members to our issue of a weekly she(‘t of war news on which 
an expenditure of Ks. 7,000 has been budgeted. I do not think there is 
anything really coutrover.sial in this mattm*. We carefully considered th(‘ 
great danger f)f tlu* prevalence an 1 constant ci?-culation of false rumours 
concerning the war. These false rumours weri' not always met by the press 
of the province, not from any want of will, but because thi' newspapers do 
not circulate quite so far as we could wish. We consequently started a 
very unpretentious little sheet, containing almost exclusively the telegrams 
rocoived by the Viceroy from the Secretary of State and illustrated by 
small ma])s. We also publish a Hindi version of this weekly mnvs-shc-et, 
without the maps. These have been circulated in the widest jiossible 
manner. We send them round to punchayets ami villages ; we send them 
into corners of the jirovince when* practically no news} ajM'r ever giH's. 
We do ntit tliink ihal we have in the least interfered with the circulation of 
newspapers, as this wei^kly sheet is limited to the circulatioji of war 
news. At till' same lime it mi'cts a real want and is thi^ means of contra- 
dicting the pernicious rumours which were extremely jirevalent before it was 
issued. We have goexi reason to bidieve that this unpretentious little, sheet 
has attained some success, and that it has helped to counteract the rumours 
to which 1 have alluded, and I think that in view of thi‘se facts the small 
expenditure incurred cannot well be objected to. 

The Hon’ble Ilai Hadha (3haran Pal Bahadur referred in his speech to 
the Jail warders and thi* sum of Bs. 00,000 which has been provideil for the 
improvement of thf‘ir iiosilion. I m ly tell him that this amount is to be 
devoted mainly to an imirease in the pay of th(‘ warders, though there is some 
small increase in establishment also. We have known for some years that 
the warder establishment was extremely discontonted. Sonic sligiit allevia- 
tion has been given to this establislimcnl in various waj^s, but wi? found that 
•it was priactically impossible for us to get gool men to serve as warders 
unless we raised tlirn'r pay to tho general level of the pay of the police. I 
need scarcely suggest to the (Council how very daiigiu'ourt \i was to have a 
discontentc'd warder estahlishmmil, and how greatly it addeM to the difficulties 
of proper jail administration. I am glad to say that we hope* now to be alJe to 
do Bomothing for a very long-sulforing force. 

Tho HoiTble the Rai Bahadur has also referred to police matters, and the 
Hon’ble M r. Briay also made a reference to the same subject. It was noted 
there has boon some reduction in tho cost of tho village police, but this is a 
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purely nominal reduction. The amount budgettul for last year wuh only 
Uh. 8.000, and it wan incrcn8(ul to Uk. 27,000, Iu'(‘aii8e of the neccHsity that 
aroHo for nunitting, owing to Ihwxis and diatrcHs, sonic of tlie taxes wdiich had 
been imposed to maintain this force. Wc had, in conseijiieiice, to meet a 
larger portion of the cost. We hop(», that this will not, happen during the 
current y(‘ar and tlie allotment has again been redueijd to its normal figure. 

Tim Hon’bh* the Itai llahadur also made* some eiiquiritm as to tlni position 
of the I'orce and their jn’ospf'cts. I think 1 mmd not trouble tin*. Council with 
an examination of tin* detailed figures of the past few ycjars, but they show 
that a very great dijal lias been done. Tln'n' are now several districts in 
cli irge of Indian nKMnbms of the police force, and th(*ir pay as Superin- 
tendents of Police. ris(‘s from lis. 600 to Hs. !)()(). Tlnn’ii is also a force of 
21 l)eputy iMi])e.rinl(nidents. whose pay rises from Ks 250 to Ks. 50^). 1 may 

point out that 12 or 1.5 ye. irs ago non(‘ of these appointnumts was practically 
available to Indian JNJiiJe officers. There has also bemi an improvement in 
the pay of Hub-inHpect(»rs, head-constables anti eonstabh*s, and similar 
improV(*in(‘nts liavt* also b(‘en madt* in the police' force in Calcutta. 1 am 
extriMiudy glad that the (‘xpeuditure on polict* has b<‘en so cordially wtJcoincd 
in this Council. J can assure the llon’ble Mr. Bray that we arc doing all 
that we c.in for the jiolice, in spitt* of tim liolding up of our balances. 
It is obvious that big new ndorms in any service must mean an invasion of 
thoHi' balances, and that we cannot enter upon large new capital or 
recurring e\penditur(' on thti imiiKMliate revenue of the year. We are glad 
that we iiav(‘ been able to do something, but it is our great n*gret that 
we cannot do mon'. As an indication ol our dilficulties 1 may note that there 
was attaclmd to tin' Inspi'ctor-dencM-al of Policie’s budget for tins y(’ar a list 
of new schenu'S deviscMl for the improveimmt of the prospimtR and condition 
of till' police force. The sehemi's numbered III, many of them large schemes. 
We have bimn abbi to providi' for some out of the revenue for this year, 
but it is obvious that, much as we appreciate the value of these schemes, 
it is entirely impossible for us to deal with them all, as we should have liked 
to, and in tin' background of thesi' scliemes there was one which greatly 
ailed H till' contiMitment of the mufassil, and that is the scheme for the 
rehousing of the thnmis and police officers throughout the province. 
Unfortunately the cost of this scheme was very nearly Ij crores. I 
merely point this out to show^wiih what large demanils we have had 
lo deal. 

Till' actual increase in the ex])ondilure on the police during 1013-14 
over that of the previous year was Oj lakhs, and a further increase was 
incurred during 1011-1.5 amounting to 8j lakhs. We have never refused 
to allpoint extra i olicc wlien required, and have dealt with all the most 
urgent needs, Imt we liave liad to postpone some of our reforms. The police 
and its work do not want for sympathy at rhe hands of (loveriiineiit, and 
I feel HUH' that the meinhers of tlie. poliite force know it. We have indicated 
in no unc(*rtaiii manner how highly we value their work, and how anxious 
we are to meet their needs and alleviate the hardships of their lot. In spite of 
the necessities of the year, tin's Budget of 1916-17 is evidence of this attitude, 
and we an* as anxious as any Member of this Council can be, to take up 
anil carry tbrougli all the great schemes of improvi'inenf that have been laid 
iiofore us ”. 

Tho Hon’ble Mk. BKATSON BELL said :~ 

“ My Lord, I sliall try to be very brief in my remarks. Unlike many 
Members of this (hmucil I do not associate the art of budget-making with 
the practice of oratory. To us in the Financial Department, budget-making 
is a severely practical operation. I shall deal with the departments which 
I have the honour to represent in this Council, that is to say, Revenue, Excise, 
Medical, Commerce, Public Works and Emigration ; but before doing so, it is 
perhaps right that I should make one or two general remarks. It was told 
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of a distinguished prelate of the Anglican Church that whenever he intcn-- 
viewed a visitor he made to Ijim ilio same three remarks. The first nunark 
was : — ‘ Who are you ?\ the second remark was * What do you want ? ’ 
and the third remark was ‘ No. * This year, much against our will, this has 
been more or less the attitude of the Financial Department. IJy strict 
adherence to the principle which I have just indicat(‘d, wo liavi» Ix^en able 
to keep our expenditure at a figure Homewhat less than our provincial income. 
In fact, we have a balance on the right side of a little over 2 lakhs of 
rupees. 

The Hon’ble fiai Uadha Charan Pal Bahadur has drawn our altenrion to 
these two lakhs of rn])(*(‘8 and has asked ug whether tiiey are available fur 
provincial exp(‘nditure. This item did not escape our notice. We dre>v 
tho attention of the (lovernment of India to this unexp.mdeil 2 lakhs, and wo 
asked them whether we might consider it lo be at the disposal of the 
Local Government. 'I'lie answer was in tho negative, and for tin* |»resent we 
must leave it at that. 

We are grateful to the Hon’ble liai Itadha Charan Pal Bahadur for 
drawing our attention to the question of tho earmarkiMl grants and tin^ 
existing balances in those grants. He marled a iiseriil sugg(^stion which W(« 
were glad to comply with. We have caused to be ])rintiul and placed in lln* 
hands of the Mmnbers of Council a list showing exaed.ly how all these grants 
fltand. I wish this suggestion had boon made a little (‘arher, so that wm' 
could have placed this statement soom^r in the hands of tin* (k)iincil. This 
brings me to another general question which several Hon’hle Memhers hav(» 
discussed. They complain that they have not Imhui giv(‘n sullicient tinn^ to 
study the budget and that we have not supplied tlnun with sufiicient informa- 
tion to bjrmulate tlnnr n^solutions and to prepare llieir speeches. This is an 
old questioji which His Exeelhmcy took up pcM’sonally. as you ail know. The 
procedure of this Council was reformed within tlu* last lew years, and 
reformed in such a way that I b<'lieve there is no provincial CouikmI in India, 
which allbrds such facilities to tlie non-ollicial memhiTS for i‘xnmiiiing tlib 
budget. On th(^ 2nd of Di^eeinlx^ and again on tle^ 1 1th •latiiiary we had 
meetings of the Finaiict^ (kmimittcH*. Finally, on thtj 2Hih February wi‘ 
prepared tlje am(md(Ml <h*aft of the Financial Statement, and W(‘ eirciilated it 
to all Momhers of ( -ouiicil. That, my Lord, was rather more than six wi'eks 
ago. During llese six weeks we would have h(*eii delighted to give any 
information to any Hoirhle Mmiihers who ha<l (muik' to uh eitiier in the 
Financial D(}| artment or in the administrative d(*partmeiii comn-rned. So far 
as I can asciertiin, during tln^se six W(‘(»ks only three llon’hh* Memhers 
applied to us for any information. If Hon’bb' Members would ajiply to us 
more, we shall he gbad to give them more infonnatieii. During the ten days 
set apart for formulating resolutions, and during tin* six weeks b»* 1 apart for 
general study of the hudgot, we were jn-epared to give the fullest information 
to any Hon’hle Memht'r wlio came t(» our oftices. 

Of tho two further criticisms which have laam oirere<l om; is that the 
detailed figures of ex|)enditure of the expiring year liave n(»t been )»lacisl in 
the hands of the Hon’ble Members. The reason for this is very simple. Th(\v 
are not yet in my own liands, and I do not expeet to have thcmi for several 
months. I cannot untlcrstaiid how some meiiila»rs who hnvt* ex[)enr‘nce of the 
Delhi Council have, assured us that in Delhi the n4lh*st d(‘tailed figures for 
the expenditure of the expiring y(;ar are placed in the hands of tho Council. 
This is a physical impossibility, for not to go any furr-her the dohato in the 
Delhi Council takes place some time in March wlien tln^ expenditure for tho 
expiring year is still going on.” 


The Hon’ble MAHARAJA RANAJIT SINHA ok NA8H1PIIR said 
“ I meant the figures for the previous year.” 
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“ Tliey can lie supplied yearly to any Hon*ble Member. We are now dis- 
cuasing the budget for 1916-17 ; we have not got the full figuroa for 1915-16, 
but the figuroa for 1914-15 liave been publiahed long ago. 1 shall aee that 
in future budgeta the figures of the penultimate year are given to any mem- 
ber who wants to study them.” 

The IIon’bleMAIlABA.lAKANAJITSfNHA ok NASHIPUR said 

“ I also asked for the figures of the departmental budgeUi.” 

The Hoii’lile Mr. BEATSON BELL — 

I am just coining to tliat jioint. No Hon’blo Member has refeired to the 
fact that thia (lueatlon was <liscashid last year. I liave really nothing to add 
to what I said on that occasion. Departmental budgets are documents of an 
(snormouH mass ; we prejiare them in three editions, and they are not finally 
passed until th(^ Imdget as a whole is passed, for until we know how much 
money the (iovi*,rnnient of India is going togivt^ us, we cannot say how much 
W(*. can allot to each of the departments which make up this (lovernment. 
As soon as the (h^jiartinental budgets an*, printed coj)i(‘H can be obtained on 
apiilication by any Hon’lile McuiiIkm*. Moreov(‘r, during the six weeks between 
the intro.luction of the ainendeil Financial Statement and the date when the 
budget is discussed in (hmneil, although these departmental budgets are 
still in manuHcrijit, we shall bi‘ glad to give any llon’ble Member any specific 
information which he desires regarding any iti*m in their contents. W'^hat I 
do say is this, that we would not be justific'd in incurring the labour and 
expense of printing thesis departmental budgt^ts while they are still in an 
uncertain condition. 

1 now turn to th(‘ criticisms which have been made upon thi^ budgets of 
th(< different di^partments which I have the honour to repn*.sent. iSi^veral 
memijcu’s have ]>lactMl their lingers upon the figure against general adminis- 
tration, and they have pointed out that wluui economy was going on all round 
it was a misfortune that tlu're wjis mi reduction against this item. As a matter 
of fact, tlnu'o has Imuui no increase against general administration. (Certain 
itmns of expenditure which lia<l iiitherto bt'cn scattered about among dilfer- 
ent heads of tiui budget havi* now been brought into their jiroper classifica- 
tion under tin* head of (icneral Administration. Theri‘. is only one real increase 
undt*r this heend, and thal. is the salary of the projiosed Din^ctor of Industries. 
1 do not think any llon’ble Member will criticise this small increase in general 
a<l ministration. As a imittm- of faert alth<iugh the figure for geniu’al ailminis- 
tration stands exactly as it stood befon*, this does not nn^an tliat ollicials of all 
grades are drawing the same net emoluments as they drew in the jirevious 
year. On the contrary, we have, like every one (4se, to pay larger income-tax. 
The not emoluments of this front bench have been reduced by the substantial 
sum of Ks. 6,0 )() oJ 1 per annum. The same thing has happeni'd to other 
members of the various services. We welcome these reductions and we only 
wish tlu\v had bei*n larger. 

Turning to land revenue, I shall first refm* to the subject which has 
\)wu uppermost in my mind and in the minds of nftiny others during the 
last 9 or 10 months. I refer, of course, to the distress which is unfortunately 
prevalent imrticularly in the districts of Tippera and Bankura. When I see 
it insinuated in the public press that we have been niggardly towards starving 
ptMiple in ()rd(*r to pour money upon ‘ pet departments ’ I wonder wli( 3 thor 
people know that during the past year we have devoted lakhs to the 
relief of distress. We have given 18 lakhs as loans, 2 lakhs for relief works 
and lakhs on gratuitous relief of different kinds. This makes up the total 
of 23^- lakhs. Apart from this, there are large sums which have been 
expended by the District Boards from their ordinary income, and large sums 
have been spent by the Court of Wards Estate in Sarail. Lastly, as the 
House already knows, private persons and private organisations have come 
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nobly forward and have HuppliMiientod what lias l>eon doiio by 0(m'.rnmt*iit 
and l)i8trict Boards an I tho Court oC Wards. Taking i)iiblic iuid privati* 
contributions togotlior. wo havo probably cxpcnidod somotliing ov('r 30 
lakhs in relieving the distress of the people who hav»' been snffjn-ing from 
Ho(xl and drought. I am glad to say that in the district of Tippt'ra we 
arc now seeing light througli tlm trouble. As I explained befon*, tln» 
distressed area in Tij)pera is fortunately not dep(uident on a siLgle crop. In 
addition to the winter rice crop it has an autumn crop of riiMWind also an 
autumn crop of jute. There has already been some rain^n the district of 
Tipp(}ra and if, please Cod, we liave rain next month, the (listn‘ssed j)ar|. of 
this district will reap its usual nun crop and its usual jub' crop and the 
distress will practically be over. Wt^ trust that in thc^ district of 'rij)pe,ra there 
will be little or no (listri^ss after the month of July. 1 am sorry to say that 
in Bankura the conditions are otlnn-wise. Baiikura is a district in which the 
autumn crop is almost negligible. Therefore distress will go on until the 
winter crop is n^apod, that is to say, some time between the Poojas and 
Christmas. In fact, tluMlistross in Bankura will last approximatiJy until 
November or Ih'Cembor. The latt^st figures that we hav(‘ for Tipp(‘ra show 
that about I, (iO.) people an' on our works, and that (i.OO!) pi'ople an* getting 
gratuitous relhif. We liopc^ that tlu^se. figures will gradually fall, but in 
Bankura the figures an* much larger. In Bankura we have* at pr(‘si*nt 18,000 
pt'ople upon our works and upon gratuitous relhd. Wc* fear that these 

figures will rise still higluu’ in the months to c(»mc 

Our policy, as tln^ House is aware, is to see that no one starves. In tim 
<listriet of Bankura fortunately the people, men and W(nnen alikt*, an* used 
to doing earthwork. I have visited a gn*at many of the relied’ works in that 
district, and I saw wholes families working t(^('tli(*r. 1 was iniudi struck b^ 

th(‘ir healthy appearance and by the excelleiuje of all the arrang(*ments. Thosi* 
who are able to work are given wf)rk, and those who are unabh* to work, thi^ 
aged and tlu' crippled, arc receiving gratuitous n*li(»f, partly from our own 
funds and partly from tin' guierosity <d' private* ])ersons ; ami we are continu- 
ing to give out agricultural loans, so that tin* peasantry may bi* abb* to 
cultivate their lauds b(itw«3eu now and the harvesting of the winter crop. 

1 have bmui asked what is the allofnnuit in fin' Budget for the coming 
ytiar for agricultural and laud im|»rov(mient loans, in other words, what is 
known as takkavi loans. ” 

The Ilon’ble BABII SUKKNDRA NATH BANHUJI said:- 

“Is the Hon’bh' Member aware that then? is famiin* in tin* Kishoreganj 
subdivision of the Mynniiisingh district 


The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL 

“1 am aware that there is distress in Kishoreganj and we have givim 
funds not only fo Kishoreganj, but also to the Netrakoua subdivision of the 
same district. Whenjver tln‘re is real distress it is (uir duty to sec* that ste|)s 
are taken to relieve it. Tin* figure which I have quoted, 23i lakhs, covers not 
only Bankura and Tippera but alsf) other distressed areas ij) the provinci'. I 
was speaking just now of agricultural loans. Under this head we have 
prQvided for the coming year an allotment of ft lakhs. If this turiis out to lie 
insuffieient, I can assure tlm House that wo shall take prompt steps 
to increase the allotment. Then as regards the ordinary c^xpejuliture on 
relief works and gratuitous relief, we have hitherto nnU, this from our provdi- 
cial resources, aided, as T have said, by private help. We havi* done this up 
to the close of the expiring financial year, but after mature consideration we 
-have come to the conclusion that we are no longcjr justified in relying entirely 
upon provincial resource's and private charity. VVbj havo therefore with efS^ct 
from the 1st April iloclared that the district of Bankura is in a state of famine. 
This does not mean that we regard the measures which wo have hitherto 
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taken aR in any way inadequate. '~Tije work which has been done in that 
tliRtrict by all concerned, by Mr. Cook, the Collector, and by all the clasBCR o£ 
officialH and non-ofliciaiR, has been admirable. The work will be con> 

tinued exactly on the lines on which it is progressing. But by this formal 
declaration of famine we are now ] laced in a position to meet expenditure 
not only from the sources already indicated l)ut also from the Famine 
Insurance Fund. This Government has a credit balance in that fund of 
about 4 lakhs of rupees. We have come to the conclusion that owing to the 
serious state of ai&irs in the district of Bankura, we an' no longer justified in 
shutting our (*y<‘s to these 4 lakhs. With the approval of the Government of 
India we. int(md to utilise this money as a supplemcmt to our ordinary revenue 
in ord(M‘ to sec^ that no one dies of hunger in any part of the province. 

I now turn to om^ or two other subjects in connoction with the Revenue 
Del artment. My frhmd the Hon4)lc Mr. Ariif has twitted me with being 
iiHionsistont because I stopped tlu^ survey and sc^ttlenumt oi)eration8 in 
ilessore, after what I said in (Council this time last y(‘ar. Asa matter of 
fact, what I said in Council last year was that it was bad policy to stop any 
si‘ttb‘inent work whicli was actually in progri'ss. In .b^ssoni, fortunately, 
W(‘ rec(‘iv(xl tbe mandates for economy just at the time wlnm our work was 
about to begin. We therefore d(‘cid('d to ndrain from beginning it. I fail to 
S(‘e where the inconsistency comes in. 

iS(weral geiitl(*mon hav(^ referred to the Agrieiiltiiral l)(‘partmc*nt, and 
1 am sure Mr. Black wo(xl will thank them for tlie generous w'ay in whirdi 
they have nderred to the work which has b(um done and which is Ixn'iig done. 

Special attention has been drawn by several lIoii’l)le Members to the 
(pK^stioii of tlie dennonstration stalF. W<i have* recently given this question 
a go(xl d(ml of consideration. Uj) till now th(‘ work of demonstration and the 
work of preparing tlu^ jute fore(;ast were done by the same staff. We have 
found that this system was not altogtaher satisfactory. We bav(‘ therefore 
d(Hfided that Mie stiff which prepares the jute forecast shall bo entirely 
sej)arate from tlie stall which dmnonstrates agricultural improvements to the 
ryots. We arc sun* that this is for the goo I of the ryot and that iinprovoments 
will be demonstratiMt to tlnun in a more thorough manner. In the coming 
year apart from, and ilistinct from, tin*, forecast staff, there will bt^ 62 
demonstrators. These demonstrators are all Indians and are nnm of practical 
training. Efich demonstrator will work within his own chaukidari union 
so that he will work among his owm friends and neighbours. Above these 
62 Indian demonstrators, there are district agricultural officers. They are 
also Indians and they are | »rofessionally trainixl men. We have not 5 ^ot been 
abh^ to ajipoint <li8trict agricultural officers for every district. At present 
then*, are (‘iglit of thesi* offii^ers. Sixmer or hater wc^ heipe to see a ilistrict 
agricultural offic(‘r in every district. Although wi^ have not yet got an 
agri(;ultural officer in every district, we have a highly trained Indian officer 
to supervise the work in each of the live divisions. Most of these Indian 
Divisional Officers have been trained in European or Foreign Universities. 

I mention those facts, as there seems to be an impression that all superior 
I)Ost8 in the Agricultural Department are being reRor\; 4 *d for Europeans. This 
is very far from being the case. At present we liavc only five Kuropcaiis in 
the department. Two are Deputy Directors, and thnn^ arc experts working 
in the Laboratory at Dacca. When funds arc available wo hope to increase 
both the European and the Indian staff, but the bulk of the staff is Indian 
and will remain Indian. 

The Forest Department is also under me and a few crkicisins have been 
made about it. If 1 may say so, they are not very helpful. The Hon’blo 
Khan Bahadur Musliarraff Husain has suggested that the Forest Departmenl;^ 
should give up its stereotyped way of w'ork. Possibly so, but unless ho gives 
us some practical suggestions as to how this stereotyped way should be 
reformed, it is not easy to see how we can meet his wishes. I wish 
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the Hon’ble Kliaii Balia<lur liad f(»llowe(l the examj»le of the Hon’hh* 
Bahu Upendra Lai Kay who made a really practical suggi^stion for the Agricul- 
tural Dopartiiionfc— I moan hiw Kuggostion that an Agricultural Museum aliould 
ho attached to tlio seed store of each division. J have noted that suggi*8tiou 
and shall try to act upon it. 

I turn now to tli(^ Huhje**t of Co-ojerative Societies. It has l)een 
suggested that the Registrar <»f (lo-oj erative Sfxiicties should he placed in 
direct suhordination to the Director of Agriculture. This exjH'riment was 
tried for several years and it was found, on the whole, to lx* hotter that tin* 
Registrar should work as an indei)endent officer directly under (lovernment. 
Wo have decide<l, however, that he slnHild wwk in close cc^o[M‘ration with the 
Director of Agriculture. This subject has recently received marked attrition 
from both these officcjrs and a scheme has been formulated by which the 
co-operation will be still closer than it has lx‘en in the past. 

I now turn to the subject of excise. When I last sp >k(‘ on this subject 
to the House, 1 pointed out that the consumption was declininir in 
every branch of intoxicant. Since* then I havi' had ligun^s for anollKU- 
month and the deelim* is still going on. Once more I congratulate my friends 
of the Tcmp(M‘ance party, hut abhough 1 congratulate them u| on this deelim* 
in the consumption, 1 cannot altogelher a.cree with tin* tone of some* of tin* 
remarks. One llon’ble Meinluu* said that he viewed with alarm any increase 
in the rec(M'pts. As Financial Meunber I can hardly counti>fHign tliis 
]iropo8ition. I wi'lcoim^ any nuluction in consumption, but I cannot at the 
same time welcome any reduction in roc(*iptR. Tin* policy of Government is 
to have the* minimum of consumption couphxl with the maximum of 
receipts. 1 wonder if llon’ble Members realise that, if our ex<;iHe incorm^ 
di8app(?ar(^d, about two-thirds of the schools in tln^ province would be in 
danger of being closed. 

1 now turn to om^ small point in connection with the Kxcise Di'])artment. 
The Ilon’ble Rai Uadha Uharan Pal Bahadur has asked for specific informa- 
tion regarding tin* item of refund of license fees in tin* town of Calcutta, 
f am glad togiv(^ him the figures. In respect of country liquor tln^ refunds 
of license foes amounted to Rs. and in resp(*ct of opium the T’efunds 

aiiiountcjd to Rs. .*iri,16(). Tin*, reason for the. refunds in the case of country 
liquor was the difficulty in opening shops *at tiu' sites which had heen K(*J(x;ted 
hy the Board whicli now deals witli these mat!(U*H. It was neciissai’y there- 
fore to make soim* concession to tlmsc; #dio are. unahle to o[»en tijeir shops 
on the. due date. In the case of opium shops the refunds were dm- to the 
operation of the restricted syst.(*m of supply. The llon’hle Mcmiber also 
asked what reduction has hmui made in the numhor of shops in (kilcutta. 
Considerable reductions were made a year ago. I have not got the figiirc^s 
with me, but if tlu! llon’ble Member desires, .1 sliall give him the. (*xact 
figures. In the coming yc^ar tin* number of shops in Caleiitt.a is praiJtically 
the same as in tin* expiring year. 1 wish to take this opportunity of thanking 
the. inembors of the licensing hoard and in particulav the non-official membe.rs 
for the helpful way in which th(\v have worked and are working. It has hei*n 
a real pleasun? to work with these gentlemen. They now understand our 
difficulties and we understand their point of view. 

Turning to the Commercial Department, most of the rcuuarks on this 
head have dealt with our proposal to have a Director of Iiidustrics and to 
pla(ie at his disposal the sum of one lakh of rupees. If the House asks .iie 
who is to be our Director of Industries and what he is to do with this lakh 
of rupees, I can frankly say that at present I have not got the least idea. 
We have got this item in our budget and it has been passed by the Govern- 
ment of India and on the top of it com(*s the proposal for a Royal Commission 
to examine the whole question not only in Bengal but also in other parts of 
India. It is obvious that what we. shall do in the coming year must iarg^dy 
depend on what the Government of India think it would be proper for us to 
do in view of the advent of this Royal Commission. Subject to this restriction. 
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wc an^ moat anxious to got the host man poasible at the earliest date possible, 
and we want to cfive him a fairly free* hand to devote the money wherever ho 
sees prospects of success. 

1 now turn to the Medical l)(<partment, and am crlad to welcome the 
remarks of S(‘veral Hon’hle MomlK^rs on tln^ subject of the Ilelgachia Colleges. 
The views of tliis Covtirnmont in eonni^ction with tlni llelgaehia College wore 
clearly stated in the Senate by Sir Pardey Liikis and these an^ still our views. 
W(^ sincerely trust that the authoriti(?s of the Belgachia College will raise the 
in^cessary funds within the stipuhated date and if they dr) so they may be 
sun< that (TOVcTiinient will carry out its pledge both in the lettc^r and the 
Hf)irit. 

Anotinu’ subject in the Medical Department to wliich allusion has been 
mad(^ is the ])r();!Osal for giving vernacular instruction in Western medicine. 
As the*, House! is awar(% a resolution on this subject was n‘cently carried in the 
Delhi (^miicil on tln^ motion of my friend, the Ilon’ble Dr.^M. N Haiierji. 
W(' are at pr(*s(!nt awaiting from the Covornment of India a circular letter 
on tln! Hubj(!ct of that motion. 1 cannot say what action we shall tak(* until 
we get that hdti'r. Naturally, we shall view^the (luestion in all its aspects 
with a sin<!er(! (h'sin! to do the lu^st both for the country and for tin* profes- 
sion. ' 

Another Medical subject to which allusion has bec^n made is the Lunatic 
Asylum ak Ranchi. Wc! are asked why this Oovernment should contemplate 
giving a largi' contribution to this .asylum. The answer is very simple. It 
is proposed to luiild a large asylum at Raiujhi, with one wing for Europeans 
and another wing for Indians. Three-quart (‘rs of thi! inmates of this asylum 
will unfortunat»*ly coiiK! from the proviiKJe of llengal. In fact, it will be a 
joirit institution for Hkj two provinces in the most h(\althy and suitable places 
which th(! twa) (Jovernimuits could select. It is tlnuefore obvious that we 
must ])ay a very considerable portion of th(' cost. I m.ay say that it has been 
a source of genuine grief to this (lovernm(*nt that tin* work of this asylum 
has had to be [lostjxmed Ix'causo of financial considerations. Other people, 
are able to speak for themselves and to agitate for the rehVf of their wants, 
but these unfortunate p(»oph!, wdio are housed at pres(*nt in very unsatis- 
factory surroundings and who are totally unabh* to t'xpress their wants, must 
command the very deepest sympathy from evmyonc* in this House, official .and 
non-official. W(* trust that when the financial horizon briglitens this will be 
tlu^ first work to i)e umbu'taken. 

1 now turn to the Public Works D(‘i)artment. The Hoii’blc Habu 
lIjMuidra Lai Ray has asked nu' to make a d(*linite pronouncement as to 
Avh.at is to liai)pen to the town of Noakhali. I remember a Sanskrit proverb 
which says that then! an^ three things with which it is hard to meddle — 
Nitdt^ Xari and — that is rivers, wonit!n and beasts with claws. IE 

it is hard to m<^db‘ with these thiaif* things it is still harder to make a 
definite i)r()nouncemimt about them, especially when tin* river concerned 
is like the river at Noakhali. It is more than a rivm*, it is practically the, 
Bay of Bengal. If tl 10 IIond)I(! Member has stood, as I have stood, on the 
shore and watched the terrible erosion which is going on, he would hesitate 
to ask me or anybody else to make a definite pronouncement as to what is 
going to hapjien. It is impossible to put'up protcctit'e works. They would 
probably cost about ten times the value of the land wliich is being washed 
away and <at the end tlmy would probably disappear into the ocean. But 
although we cannot make a definite pronouncement we have been making 
vi*ry careful impiiries and have been taking very careful measurements. 

1 am vei-y glad to say i-hat from the latest returns it seemed that the tide 
was turning. The erosion was not nearly so rapid as it was a few years ago, 
in fa(!t it showed marked signs of abatement. I recently caused special 
calculation to be made and I am glad to say that if the abatement goes on as 
shown in those returns the town of Noakhali will bo saved. Erosion will 
ceasi^; altogether several hundred yanls before the town is reached. I do not 
promise that it will be so. The river may change its mind at any moment, 
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rapid eroaion may a^in Ht'.t in. For thin next few yoars wo oan only * wait 
and »eo.’ 

I now turn to what the Hon'l)l(‘ Hahn Surondrii Nath Hav aaid about 
the BidhyadJvin river and Tolly’a Nullah. A« fln^ House is awaiv, w(^ had 
to stop practically all new work, huttli(‘rc was one now work which wi< h^lt 
bound to take up and that was the construction of the spill ar(‘a in tlio 
Hidyadhari river. This will cost more than a lakh of rupees, but we h‘lt that 
we were not only justified l)ut absolutely bound to take it up. \\v took the 
host profoa8i()nal advice we could g(*t and we were assured that if we did not 
undertake this work there was a very real danger that the entin? drainafi-o 
of Calcutta would be bloctked. Wo therefore undertook this construction. 
It has been suijgostcjd that a similar spill area mi^jlit be constructed in respect 
of Tolly’s Nullah. Even before the Hon’ble Habu Surendra Nath Ray made 
this suorgestion, we wen^ consi(l(*rinir tln^ qm^stion, and at this inomerit 
wc {^e takiug.Jevels and are makiiijif careful inquiries to see whetln‘r it is 
possible t<K.<»[iWstriict for Tolly’s Nullah a sj)ill area similar to that which we 
ari^ about to construct for (In' Hidvadhari riv(w. I cannot yt't say what the 
result of our investijrations will be, but they are beiiiff carrh'dOut by that 
vcTOCompeierit officer, Mr. Addams-Williams. We shall th(*ndore ha\v the 
beSrjfrofessional advice. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja of Nashipur has referred t«) the dredging of the 
river Hhagirathi and has thanked us for once more making an allotment of 
Rfl. 15,()()() for carrying on this work. We have made* this allotment, but at 
the satiK^ time it is only right to say that We do not hojKi that W(^ shall be abh» 
to do anything startling with il. W(*. shall just be abh^ to do sons' iln^dging 
on lines similar to tln)S(*. which havt‘ been aflopted in the past y«*ar. W(*, 
should very much like to have been able to allcit a larger sum and to obtain a 
larger dn* Iger to carry out this work. That is the real problem and until a 
larger dredger is availalde for this work, whatev('r we snail do will be sorm^ 
alleviation of the problem, but it will bo no final H(jlution. Ev(‘n if we had 
bt'on able to m.ike an allotim'iit of five lakhs for the piirchasii of a nc'-vv 
dredger, the money would inevitaidy have lapsed. It is not possible at this 
time of war to obtain new dredgers, and tlnwefore wo have lu'cn reluctantly 
(jompelhul to do no mon* for tlie Hhagirathi riven* than we^ lyxve betm able to 
do in the past. Hut I can assure the- llon’ble Member that w(? shall emhiav- 
our to make the best use of the Rs. 15.()()() which have beim placetl in the 
Budget. 

The llon’ble Khan Bahadur Musharraff Husain from Jalpaiguri has once 
more referred to the old question of roads. He has asked, as I understand, 
that our expcniditun^ should be still further increased and that still more 
rojids should be added to the programme. He has ask(*d tlmt my friend tfio 
Hon’ble Mr. (Ti'ccn should pay a jx^rsonal visit to tw hK^ality. The 
Hon’ble Mr. Green has visited the locality again and again, and 1 do not. 
think there is any man living who knows tln^ locality so well. Ib^ has told 
mo that he is perfectly willing to make a fresh visit, whenever it is nec(issary, 
to havt! another look at the bx'.ality and ndresli his memory. We all know 
tbe energy of Mr. Groen, jind wo know that when he makes his visit it will 
bo a useful visit. At the saiiu^ tiiiio, as we arc dealing with these roads, 1 
might sound a notii of warning. The House will remumber what 1 said, when 
the subject last came up, namely, that the * Milligan prograTumc ’ holds the 
field. This is a programme which contemplates the construction ol 19 roads. 
It is a programme which we always hoped to carry out, but it is only fair to 
inform the House that the roads which arc now in progress are Cfwting much 
more than we contemplated. Although we have formulattnl this programme 
of 19 roads, we have never promised, and we never could promise that wo 
shall construct these 19 roads regardless ol cost. Such a promise would not 
be fair. It would not be fair to other districts which are clamouring for 
money, not only for 19 roads, but for 1,900 roads. Wo have, not yed, struck 
out any n>ad from the ‘ Milligan programme.* But it is only fair to make it 
clear that we must out our coat according to our cloth. Whon wc have 



[4tr April, 


Budget; Beeolutions. 

Mr. BeatMm Bell ; Bahu Surendra Nath Bay. 

' oxpftded the total sum which we meant to expend on these 19 roads, we 
must seriously consider whether we should go on with the l)alance of the. 
^Milligan progranjnK3 * in Jalpaiguri or should call a lialt and give some other 
district a chance. At present, I make no pronouncement, I only sound a 
word of warning to iny friends from Jalpaiguri. 

Onii more subject and 1 have done. The Hon’ble Habu tSiircndra 
Nath Bancrji has b(3<m good enough to makt) an allusion to the Department of 
Emigration. He has pointed out that the indentured system in Assam is 
about to (expire. If )i(3 had said that it had already expired, Ids statement 
would liavf3 be(3n more accurate. Now the entire recruitment for Assam is on 
the free nirdari system, that is to say, the exp(3rienced headmen from among 
the ecKilic's in each garden are allowed to go back to their own villages and to 
recTuit willing villagers to come and work along with them. There is no 
indcuiture and th(;n3 are no penal clauses. Hut although the system in respect 
of emigration to Assam is now on a very satisfactory basis, ^ am sure the 
Hon’ide Mr. Hunerji would be the last man to say that w(3 should do nothing 
for thc3 health and comfort of the coolies when they are on their way to 
Assnin. The houses to which he referred in Goalundo is the lioii8(3 of the 
doctor who looks after the health and comfort of tii(3 cofdies as they are 
passing through Goalundo. Whether they are free or indentured it is our 
bounden duty to see that they are properly looked afti‘r. This lioiisc^ was on 
the banks of tli(3 river. It has been, or is about to l)e, washed away and it is 
therefore absolutely necessary to construct a new house for the doctor a little 
furtinu* removed from the shore. 

This takes me back again to where 1 started. If Hon’ble Members 
would only com(‘ round to us and ask us for simple (explanations about itetns 
in the Budget, we shall be V(*ry glad to see that information is given to iifiem. 
It would save their time and it would save the time of this House. 

Once more 1 thank the House for the kindly welcome which they have 
given to the Budget for the coining year.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 4. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

[Under the rules for the ducussiou of matters of generul puhltc interest.] 

The llon’blo BABU 8URENDKA NATH RAY moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Counciio'ceommends to the Governor in Council tJiat a recommen- 
dation be made td*the Governor General in (\iuncil that two si^ts be allotted 
to th(3 (Mlucated community of the Presidency of Bengal in the Bengal Legis- 
lative ('louncil in addition to the seats already given to the existing consti- 
tuencies, and that thi’i Regulations for the nomination and election of addi- 
tional members of the Bengal Legislative Council be amended accordingly. 

Ho said :-t- 

The resolution, as your Lordship will observe, is a modest one, but 

nevertheless of the utmost importance to the educated community of this 

Presidency. It aims at giving them an independent electorate. Yoiir 

Lordship is probably aware that it is through the persistent advocacy of 

the educatc^d classes that we have got this reformed Council. The educated 

classes have advocated their claims to get a voice in the Government of 

the country for a long time. From the time of Lord Dufferin to the 

Minto-Morley reforms, i.e.. for a period of nearly a quarter of a century 

constitutional agitation was kept on by the educated community of the 

country, and the refoims in the Councils whether in 1892 or in 1912 are 

due greatly to their exertions. But the refonus mfasxluced and the rights and 

1 
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privileges conferred are not of aucli a nature an to Batisfy tlio educattul 
community. The Government thought it pro, er to give communal represeii- 
.tation in thiH country. Special electorates have bet\n given to the land- 
holding claSHOB, as well as to the Muhammadan community. Senta are also 
allotted to safeguard the Hpeoial intorestH of the Kuropeait commercial 
community both in Calcutta and outside Calcutta, of the ten planting 
community, of the Calcutta trade's an«l of Indian commerce. When these 
, communities and claasc^s have Umhi given Beparatt^ electorates, one really 
cannot understand why the educat(ul middle class community have not heen 
given a separate electorat(‘. It may be said that in the whole of this 
Presidency tliere are nearly 110 inmiicipalities and about lOt) Local and 
■District Boards, there is the C^alciitta ( W))orntioii, there is the University 
of ('alcutta. Tliesc are const ituencies which are. meant for the educated 
community and from which tln^ educated oomniunity may v('ry well 
return representativt's to the Council. The ('ducatt'd community outside 
Calcutta — those living in the miifassal — can no thmht if they wish and 
if they really want to take some part in the affiiirs of their country (mte^r 
these hrxJies. The Coiumissioners of the (Calcutta Corporation havi^ the 
right of electing two mmiibi^rs to the Council. So has tint University 
of ('alcutta, which is said t(> l>e representative of the education and culture of 
th(i country. But tliere is one fact which 1 want to place before your 
Lordsliip s (loverninent. The landholding classes, though tln^y have liemi 
given a separate electorate, are not precluded from (mjoying the right of 
taking part in tin* (Sections to the Council from the L(x*al and District 
Boards and the Municipalities. 8o is tlie^case with the Muhammadan 
coiimiunity. Notwithstanding the special electorate givtm to them, they 
have got full power to takti part in the oth(‘r electorates as well, and as a 
matter of fact they hav(^ lieoii elected to the Council by these electorates. 
The Municijialities and District Boards are not the preserves of tin* ediicatc'd 
iniddh* class community, for a g(Kxl number of the Municipal and District 
Board scats have heen wrested from them. Wlieii this is how matters 
stand, 1 cannot nnden-stand why the educated community of the Pn*sidency 
should be told tliat the Municipalities, the Local and District Boards, the 
Calcutta (Corporation and tin*. (Calcutta University are the (‘Ic ctorates meant 
for them and they ought not to ask for more. Tlien, again, why should 
connexion with local politics be a sine qua mm for a j)(‘rsoii to enter your 
Lordship’s Council. There is a large ]iumlM*r of (‘ducated people, a very 
large number among the j^roft^ssional classes uuconneeted with any local 
body who should likti to have an clectorat(^ of their own and from whom th(» 
country would like' to see a few memhers in your Lordship’s (Council. On 
the 2C^rd December DUO, the President of the United Bengal Provincial 
Conference submitted a memorial to the then Home Member to tin* (lovern- 
inent of India, the Hon’ble Mr. <1. L. Jenkins. In paragrapli 8 of tlm said 
M(3iiiorial he said, ‘The educated middle class community ani at a con- 
siderahlo disadvantage in the Councils and it is hut fair to reserve t\Vo 
special seats for them. The registered graduates and the prolessional elasses 
in Calcutta have been recommended in tfio above schenu; for additional 
franchise, (jalcutta being the capital of India and a great centre of education. 
It may be pointed out that Lord Lansdowiie used to nominate two nicinU'rs 
t(i the Imperial Legislative (Council from the English and the Indian side 
of the High Court Bar. Tlio claims of the educated commimity in Bengal are 
not sufficiently met by giving one seat to the Calcutta University, whicli has 
ceased to bo a popular body since the passing of the Universities’ Act in 1904. 
Again, on the 2Jrd January 1912, a'sec(Nid Memorial wiis submitted to 
your Lordship’s Governmoiit by the Indian Association on the reconstitution of 
the Bengal Legislative Council. In paragraph 7 of the said Memorial, it is 
stated, ‘ My (Committee desire to express the same hope in regard to the 
representation of the educated community. It is no exaggtjration to say that 
the educated middle class community in Bengal is not adequately represented in 
the Legislative Council of this Province. They would, therefore, submit that 
a seat should be assignod..^ to the graduates of the Calcutta University of a 
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oonaiii Htaiiding and Ibis independently of the seat which is assigned to the 
Senate. It is true that the Senate pf the (Jiilcutta University returns one 
ineniber to the local Legislative Council, but the majority of the members of 
the Senate consist of Government nominees and, therefore, the member 
returned by them may not, in every case, truly ref)re8ent the graduates.’ 
Again, ' while the special electorates for the Zamindars and the Muhammadans 
are intended to safeguard the interests of what are supposed to be the special 
interests of the two classes, the absence of a general electorate for the entire 
community is keenly felt by the public. The memberH of the middle class, as 
such, who form the backbone of Indian society, have no votes. My Committetj 
would, thonjfore, suggest th(^ creation of a general electorate in each of the five 
divisions of Kongal on some such basis as the payment of income-tax or a 
certain in minium of local rates and taxes.’ 

It is well known that your Lordship’s Government and your Lordship 
personally havii been most sympathetic with the just aspirations of the 
educated community. It is also well known that in pursuance of the repre- 
sentation of the Indian Association the Government of Bengal nHJOinmeiided to 
tin* G()V(u*nm(mt of India to frame an electorate for the educated middle class 
of Calcutta, but the Government of India were not pleased to acc(*pt tin? 
above recommendation but gave a second seat to the Calcutta Corporation — a 
right unsought ainl unasked for by tinmi and my fnVnds the Commissioners of 
jfiln’ Calcutta Corporation are mukingtlie very best usi* of the privilege wliich has 
practically been thrust U[)on them. True, anyone can be elected for the second 
HiViii by tin* Corporation. One need not necessarily be a member of the 
Corporation. But however powerful the candidate may be, whatever may be 
his qualitications, he can never expcict their support. But 1 do not blaim^ 
them nor do I ask your Lordship’s Government to take away the 
franohise they have got, nor do I ask for a redistribution of the seats. My 
Ui^solution is for giving two s(*ats to the graduates’ in Arts, in Medicine 
or in EnginiMn'ing of certain standing who also pay an incomt^-tax, to 
members of the Bar, to Editors of newspapers and journals and piTsons 
of like (pialitication. 

My Loid, the Begulations of 1912, framed under the Indiaii Councils’ 
Act, took note, as I have alreaily said, of all the iliffi*rent interests into 
consideration. I do not say that the claims of tlni educated community 
hav(* been totally disregar(b*d. 1 am not at all against the municipalities 
<»r the district and 1 (Km 1 boards being vested with the franchise of returning 
members to your Lordship’s Council. They are meant by Government 
as th(' doors by which the educated middle class arc to enter the Council 
and some members of the middle class community have entered the reformed 
(hnincils through these bodies. But. unfortunately, there are many persona — 
men who would do justice to any Lc^gislative (hiuncil — who are debarred from 
entering your Lordship’s Council because they have, not a proper electorate. 
Your Lordship s^ill probably be surprised to hear, but nevtu-theless it is a 
fact, that in the tlistrict and local boards of the district of 24-ParganaH — 
tht^ jinmiier distrust in the Presidency — there are only five or six graduate 
voters, and out of more than 800 members of these bodies in the 
Pn*sidency Division — the most t*nUghtened of the divisions under your 
Excellency — there an^ only about 40 graduate voters ; whereas the number of 
such voters in the municipalities of the division — consisting of about oO 
municipalities would be only about 60. And so we have only about 100 persons 
qualified to vote out of a total of at least 2,000 graduates in the Division, and 
this is tin* case in all the five divisions of this Presidency. Even the right 
of election given to the Calcutta University is most unsatisfactory. The 
right to take part in the election of a member from the University is not 
given to the registered graduates, but to a body the majority of whom are 
nominated officials. My Lord, the words of the famous Local Self-Govern- 
ment resolution of Lord Ripoii of 1882 are still true, and applicable to the 
Council electitms as well. It pointed out : ‘ But as education advances, there 
is ra])idly growing up all over the country an intelligent class of public- 
spirited men whom it is not only bad policy but sheer waste of power to fail 
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to utilise.’ Paragraph 1*1 of the r(‘solution of the Oovernment of India, dated 
the I6th November IDOI), isHiunl when bringing the Indian (Jomieils’ Aci of 
190i» into operation, laid down: ‘The Governor General in (Jouneil is 
conscious that many of tloi details of the scheme which is being introdueed 
may be found on trial to be unsatisfactory or caj>able of infringement. 
Experience alone can show liow far methods which are new to India give to 
the dilFercnt classes and intiMvsts a moasun* of repn^sontation proportionatt' 
to their importance and iniluenccs and to what extent an untritsl olecto* 
rat<'. machinery is suitabb* to the varying circumstanci^ of tiu' diffenmt 
provinces and the numerous electorates. Defects will no doubt J)e discovered 
when th(‘ rules are brouglit into optu'ation, but if this proves to be the 
case, the law admits of the regulations being amended without dilfieulty.’ 
Vour LordsJii]) has doni* all that was in your j)ower to do to giv(^ s(*ats to as 
many iiiin-ollioials in your Lordshij/s Council as the Ib'gulations permitted. 
Your Lordship has the ])ow(M‘ to ap])oini 16 oilicials in tln‘ Council but you 
have got only 1 1 officials, the rest of rhe seals being filltHl up by nomi- 
nation by your Lordship from among the non-otficials and your Lordship nomi- 
nated twr) of the v(U*y b(‘st imm it was ]) 088 ible to nominate — Sir S. P. Sinha 
and Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. No eb'ctorate, whatever might have becm its com- 
position, c<Mibl hav(‘ (‘lecteil better men. Hut, my L<»rd, who are they? Thiw 
are the ver> best represcmtatives of the educated community of the Pri^si- 
dcney, one of whom, however, (*ouhl never have cntiu’iMl this Coumul by 
(dection for hi' has not tlu( neot^ssary qualifications laid down in the Ib^gida- 
tions. I know it will be neca^ssary for your Lordship logo up to tin* Govern- 
ment of India and the- latter to the S(‘cretary of State to amend tlic law on 
the snlijiKjt to giviMuTect to my resolution. Hut my Lord, if it is nec(*ssary 
to go up to tin' higher authoritii's for tin? purpose it will liavt' to b(i (lone. 
If there be any objection on the- score of a very iarg(' pi*('p()mb‘rancM' of non- 
oflicial eleimmt in the (Council, wtdl, my Lord, I, for my part, will not object 
to your [iordshii)’s Coveriimmit having two more official members in the 
(Jouneil. It matters liltb' wlietlier your Lordship has .52 or o I Councillors. 
Knowing, as we do, the great sympathy your Lordship has for the ediicntml 
community, 1 think your Lor Iship will only be too glad to weieoine the day 
when Heiigal will hav(' at least KJO nurndjers in its Council, at least two- 
thirds of whom will be elected members consisting of the nqin'Sentatives of 
tln‘ }KM)ple with fnll financial control — control over sanitation and eductation — 
having an efrecliv(' voicie in directing the policy of tin' (government and the 
administration of the eoiintry. Some of my friemds fold me nol to move this 
Resolution at the present time, Tlu'y asked me to wait till tin* |)resent 
unhappy war was eiide I, till the restoration of pi*aC(‘, within and calm around. 
They say Government will assuredly grant substantial rights and ])rivih*g(‘s. 
that there will be en* long a change in the angle of vision of onr Rulers. Tliat 
may la*, but 1 am one of those wlio woubl be Raiisli(*d with small mercies at 
the present time. If W(* are to 1 m' the n»cipi('ntK of large privileges in the 
near future that sliould not deter us from asking for somt' privilng'S for 
which there has been real and an ('ariiesf desin' on tin* part of the educated 
community for a ccxisiderable j)(.*riiKl of time. 

1 hope your Lordship’s Covernmeiit will see their way to accept niy 
resolution. 1 ask for no radical changes in the constitution of this Council. 
We know that if it had been in your Lordship’s gift we would have got it 
for the mere asking. Hut unfortunately it is not so. No well-wisher of the 
Hritish Government will ever consider a policy of disregarded demaiuls as 
a wise and just om\ The grievancs'.s of the cdueatoil public should be 
taken up and remedied. The claims of the educated :jommuiiity to have a 
voice in the (loveniinent of their country no one can deny. It is the justice 
of the cause which has prompted me to move this Resolution. I thought at 
first of moving a Resolution for seven additional members, five for the five 
divisions of this Presidency and two for (’alcutta. Hut on second thought 
I modified my ideas. It is the principle of my resolution, which I want 
your Lordship’s Goveriiinunt to accept, viz., that the educated community of 
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thiH ProHidency Hliould liavn an eloctorato of tlioir own and Biiould bo allowed 
to elect ineinberH in your LordHliip’n Council. 

1 think tli(n*R oxietH in country a Htronij feelinf^ with roforonce to the ' 
reform which foririH thi^ sulijtHjt-inattor of my resolution. There will bo no 
doubt no Hj^de Park or Trafal^^ar Sijuaro (buiionstrationH if my resolution be 
not acc(»j)t(d. Then* will be n(» change in yfuir Lordship’s cabinet or dissolu- 
tion of tin? (duncil. Tlu^ (‘ducate-d community or rather the educated middle 
class are the most law-abiding and peace-loviiei: citizens in this country. They 
have all along aj)pr()ach(^d (iovernnu*nt for the redress of their grievarict's in a 
most constitutional way. and tlu^y will continue to do so till their 
grijivances are ndressed. A franchise based upon educational <iualificationK 
is an honourabh* franchise. A Muhammadan graduate can vote even for the 
lm])<n-ial (Vmncil in the Muhammadan electorate, but a Hay (’hand Premchand 
student, il he is not a memh(*r ot that community, has no voice (*v(‘n in the 
(election of a memlMM- to the. Ih-ovincial Oouneil. I am glad that my 
Muhammadan friiMids an^ in tin* enjoyment of this libeial franchist*. whicli, 
like tln*ir laws is just and (equitable. I want tin* same tr(*atment to be 
accord(‘.d to tin* (*-ducat(‘d eommunity in gmieral, whether Hindu or Muham- 
madan, (li'iitile or •liHV. It is no ‘lancy’ irainihisi* for which I approach 
your Lordship’s (iov(*rnmmit. In ri‘e()mm(‘nding for a s(‘(;()n I seat to the 
(lovernment of India which has btam given to the (^u-poratioii of Calcutta 
your Lordship’s (lovm-nment practically acct'pted tin* ])rincipl({ of my 
resolution. I do not ask for * n.sid(‘ntial manhood suffrage ’ which found 
such support in Kiigland undin* the. auspiiais of tlu' Reform League, and the 
London Working Men’s AsscK'iation in 18(>7. Hut I ask for what I may 
term tln^ ‘educated manhood suffrage.’ My Lord, we all know how step 
by step your countrymen have* gained a fn^v.lom known to Kiiropo, known 
to all. I call upon tim whole Ilousi^ to unites on this (K*(*asion. on this the last 
day oi your Lordship’s first (Jouncil, to give to (‘diication what is but hi'r lust 
due.” 

The Hon’ble Mu. LYON said 

“Tiie llou’ble Member has given us a gnuit deal of mat(*rial to help us in 
dealing with this resolution, and I wish to say at once that, as lit* has already 
imlicated, the Oovernment are in e.ntir(^ sympathy with tin* educatell 
community ol Hengal in tln*ir desire for direct repr(*s(‘ntation on tin* Oouneil. 

It is well known that since the seats in this (’ouneil were first distributed 
an attempt was maih* to miH'l this desin* for dirt't*t n*presentation by giving 
one seat to the non-ollicial member of the O-orporation of Calcutta to which an} 
member t)f the educated community might aspin*. The llon’ble Member is 
not satisfied with tliis solution of the qm‘stion, and it is not for me to say 
whether he should be satisfied, or vvheth(*r we ari* all satisfied. The whofe 
arrangement must, of necessity, be in tin* nature of an (‘Xperimi*nt, ami seeing 
that we have already found soim* diHicultii*s in connection with that arrangi*- 
nu'nt, it is clear that wo have not arrived at perfection. Hut cxiieriments 
have to h(^ ti^sted by expi'riencc*, and our experience is obtained at stated 
intervals by general elections. Then* is one of these gtniercal elections just 
about to (lome on, and it is obvious that if we deal with this mattm* now, we 
are dealing with it just before we havt* obtained th(* experitnee whicli the 
coming election will give us. While I say, therefore, that Government are 
entirely in sympathy with this resolution, I do not mean that wo arc able to 
accept it, as we cannot do that, for jundectly clear reasons. 

The Hon’ble Member has ])ointod . out that his definite request 
is one bir the eidargeinent of the Council, and not one for the 
redistribution of the seats in the Ckiuncil. The llon’ble Mend>er knows 
that by thus df^fining his demand lu* is pointing out to the Council that it 
will require the amendment of an Act of Parliaimmt to secure what he 
wishes. He gave? us a quotation showing that Government have at all times 
been ready to considc^r the amendment of the U(*gulationR under wliich the 
proceedings of this Council are conducted, and under wdiicli seats in it are 



1916.] Resolutions, 

Mr, Lyon; Balm Surendra Nath Banerjt, 

distributed. While J do not wish in any way to fetter the distn-etioii of the 
Council in this matter, I am bound to ])oint out tl»o obvious fact that this is 
a very diflereiii matter InMn golnij to the Secretary of State and to Parliamcmt 
to ask them to pass an Act amen ling the Act by which this (’ouiicil is 
constituted. The Hon’ble AlemlxM' rather supported what I wish to say on 
this subject when he i;av(' us a vision of tlie future of tliis (hnnicil ns a small 
Parliament of one hundred nuuiibers, containing a largi* number of din*ct 
representatives of the educated (‘ommunity. I say Ik* 8up|)<»rted my 
contention with n'forence to tliis rt'solution when he said that, beeaiist* ht' 
indicated in that vision what would lx* the larger (jiiestions whiidi must arise 
when wo ask Parliammit to mo lify this Act and enlarge tliis Council. It is 
obvious that we cannot go up to l^arliament and ask tli(‘m to pass an Act for 
the purpose of giving to tin* (/ouneil in Ihmjfal, as apart from other Councils, 
two more members. Tlie (^uinciJ is the same in nuinlM*r as the Councils of 
Madras, Ihmibay and the linited lh’ovincc‘s. When the matter is consiih'nMl 
before it is placed bt'fore Parliament , it will be m‘cessary to consider what 
larger n'pniseiitation is reipiinMl in olln'r Provinces as well, llul apart from 
that, f think it is clear that H )n’l)b‘ Mmnbers in this Council will say that it 
requires the coiisid(*ration of a vt'iy large number of other important (piestions 
before we can make this representation as to tin' amendment ol this Act. 

I think th(' llon’ble Palm Sun*ndra Nath Ray will understand that whnt(‘ver 
importance In* attaches to the advantage of having two seats for tin* Ijenelit 
of th(‘ e-diicati* I community of Calcutta, if he consi(h‘rs the whoh* qU(‘stion of 
the niimbi’r of meinh(‘rs to lx* elected in Ih'iigal to a new (hiuncil, and the 
whol(‘ question of amemliug this Act ol J^irliaincnt. In* and many of his 
friends may wish to add not two, not seven, but still inoir, members to the 
Council, i hold, therefon*, that it would lx* a grav<‘ mistake for this Council 
to pass Ji inol ion for tin* alti.'ration ol this Act ol Parliament without a full 
consideration of all tin* (jU(*sUons involved. 

I hav(‘ still anotln*r nvason for suggesting that it is undesirabh*. that we 
should pass any such recomm(*ndation at tin* pn'sont timi*. I he Ilonble- 
Mi*mber knows W(*ll that W(‘ cannot get it through in tinx* for tin* jires(*nt 
(*h*etion, which is to take jilaee within the m'xt tw»> months ; and the 
consequeiKx* is that he asks those who are about to die to pass 
a rt'solution which is to gov(>rn all futinv ehmtions after the present 
om* before we havi* had the ^•xp^‘ri(‘nce of the coming contest, and before 
we can lind out what the g(mtb‘men who may lx* «*l(*cte.fl and will 
sit in this Council for at least the next tw(» years have to say on the subjemf. 

1 am perfeclly certain that th<* res]»cc,l which he would wish to show to his 
successors in this Coun(*il will pivvent his depriving tln*m of the opportunity 
of considering this matt(*r fully, and in vi<*w of our present lack of the vm'y 
experience wliich these tdecli<nis an* to givi' to us, (lovernment will not 
countenance such a di*cision or such a j)ronoum*enient in this (hmncil. I hop(i, 
therefore, that if tin* lloirble Mi'inber is saiisliiMl with the reitm*ation of the 
sympathy which this Covernmeiit hav(* with thegene.ral trend ol^ liis inotion, 
and with my (‘xplanation of the practical impossibility of any fruit coming at 
the present time from this r(*seIution, even if it W(*r(' carried, In^ will be 
willing to withdraw it.” 

The Hon’ble HABU SURKNDRA NATH BANKIMT said 

“My Lonl, 1 desire to congratulate the (uiveniimuit on the Hympathetic 
attitude’ which they have assumed with regard to niy Hoii’blo fnend’s 
resolution. I quite agrix* with the lion ble Mr. Byon in thinking that this 
Kosolution if acwiptad woiili) nieosKitak- our going up to Parliamont for 
a inoliHcatioii of tliiu Statute, anil if we ar« to go up wo ought to go 
up with far liroa lor and larger deraandc. than what aro containod in this 
resolution of my Hon’lile friend. My trioud wants that two members should 
be added to the Couneil and that the statutory number should be raised 
to 62. That ropresenls the sum total of his requirements. We should 
be very glad to get the two members. But we want a great deal more, 



Resolutions. 


[ iTn April, 


Balm S. N. Banerji ; Mr. Lyon; the President. 

and if w (3 have to go up to Parliament for the recoiiKtitutiori of this Council, 
we must ^o up with a full and well-considered (hunatid. My friend himself 
has referred to the nature of that demand. H(> looks forward to a time when 
this Council will consist of about a hundred members, eacli district bcinj^ 
properly represented and the educatc^l community having their voice in the 
administration of the. affairs of this Province. Tin* dtunand f)Ught not onl^ to 
be in the' nature of an increase in the niimbm* of members of tin's (h)uncil, but 
also it Hhouhl mean tin? extu’cise of (*flectiv(j control ovcu' legislation and 
linanc(‘. I think, sir, if tlu'n; is to i>e a readjustnuuit aftcn* the war, that 
n^adjiistment ought to give to the po])ular n^pn'sentatives a j)reponderatirig 
voice in tin* (bdiberations of tin* affairs of the Jh'ovince. Tlierij ought to be 
in this Council a majority of cdected members. Wo have a majority of non- 
ofHcials. Jlut we know that there is a vast diff'irence b(*tw{‘(‘,n an (dected 
majority and a majority of non- officials. If we are to go up to Parliament, 
we must pray that* this tJouncil should consist of a majority of elocUnl 
nuunbers, and then not only tliat, but that we should havi* a right of moving 
resolutions that should be obligatory u))on the Covm’nment. At tln^ pH'seni 
moment, our V(*solutions are more or less pnais hopes and aspirations. They 
are not binding upon tin; Governm(*nt. Your Exccdlency may accept or n‘je'jt 
a r(‘solution. Your Excellency has, however, b(‘en kind miough to accept 
some resolutions which wc' have mov(‘d. Put tin* mattcn- ought not to be left 
to the (liscn^tion of an individual (Tiove.rnor. We ought to have tli(‘ statutory 
right that when a n'solution has been a(‘C('pte(l il ought to be Innding bn the 
(lovcnnment. Th(*n as regards thematl(‘rofpulting(iU(‘stions,supph*m(‘nt- 
ary (iiK^stions an* allowc'd to be put only by tin* interpellator. In tlie llousi^ 
of Commons, the juactico is that a supplementary question may bi* put by 
any member.” 

The ilon'ble Mu. LYON said 

I ris(^ to a poinf of order. 'Phe Hon’ble Member do(‘s nrit ap{>ear to be 
speaking to tln^ motion.” 

The Hon’ble HABU SUllKNDKA NATH BANERJI said 

“My Lord, I think I am in perfect order. The iiuestion is what we are to 
do if we ani to go u|) to J*arliameiit.” 

Tho IMIESIDENT said 

“ Crdm* ! Order I 

It is very probabh^ that 1 know more about J’arliameidary practici* than 
tin* Hon’ble Mmnber. And if I had been speaking in Parliannuit in tin* same 
manner as the Hon’ble Mtunber has done for the |>ast two minuteF, I am sun^ 
that I would have been stopped. 

J see nothing in the resolution about * Supplementary Questions and 
1 must rule the Hon ’hie Member’s nunarks as out of order.” 

The Hon’ble BABII SURENDRA NATH BANERJI said 

% 

“ My Lord, 1 was going to oliserve that our demands ought to be much larger 
than that ^'ontained in this modest resolution which my Hon’ble friend has 
put forward and with which Government have expressed their sympathy. I do 
agree with tin* Government in thinking that if wo have to go up to Parliament 
w(> must go up on a broader and wdder basis, and then with reference to 
the further remark which iny Hon’ble friend, Mr. Lyon, has made with 
refenuioe to this matter, viz., it is hardly proper for an expiring assembly 
to ])asB a resolution of this kind, I think it would be better if it were intro- 
duced into the next Council and the votes of that Council taken on it. 

I think, my Lord, my advice to iny friend is that after tho (jxpressioi of 
sympathy which he has elicited from the Government in this matter, it would 
be well for him to withdraw this resolution.’* 
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Tho Hoii’hle Dii. DEHA PRASAD SARHADHIKARI saitl :~ 

“ My Lord, should tho n 3 Solutioii lx* prossi^l to a division in s])iti' of tho 
words wliioh liavo falloii from tho Hoii’hio Monihor in oliar^ro. 1 should not 
liko to ,‘?ivo a silont vott^— ‘a scMisihlo voto,’ it would lio, I hop(^ in 
anv ovont. Tliodonmnd is not at all an immndorato ono, and as jf ^rraduat»> 
of* tho (lalcutta llniv(*rsity, 1 would bo failing in my duty to my h llow- 
jrraduatos if 1 did not support this rosolution with all th'* oniphasis ! could 
command. Elsowhorc, on another occasion. I had U) pi>int out tliat 
frraduatos of the ('alcutta University nuinbor not quite 20.000 all over its 
jurisdiction. The wliole of that number do(*s not ludon/T to the Presidemey 
over which your Excclhuicy pn'sidos. Then* is thereiore a solid but not 
unmanaged eh'otorate, an 1 tln^ (b‘tails of (doction neeil not be a matter of 
any considerable diiRculty. Tli(‘refort‘, when the time comes, I ilo trnsi and 
hope that tin* graduate's of the Ualcutta University who are spreatl over 
all the prof'ssions and otjcupations oFlif* in this Presi lem^v, will have 
opportunities which have Ixmui (daimed on their behall. 

In passing, lujwever, I am unable to accept all tin* reasons that have 
l>een put forsvard by my friend in formulating his deniaml. W(Jiav(‘ heard 
it stateil that the Uiiiversity of Calcutta is not ])opular ; I do not know in 
what sense lh(^ limiting adji'ctivc* has Immmi used. No Univm-sity that is 
exacting can hope to b(^ pojiular. If it be' rogardt'd as unpopular in this 
sense We m^ m 1 not despair ami may yet h ipe to be popular if slt'ps he taken i,o 

compel Us to be less (‘.xorbitant in our standanl an 1 fbun ind was 

recently suggesie«l in (his House. That. Imwt'ver, is not tln^ general accusation 
levelled against UK, and oftt'iior than not we havi' been told that wt' anuiot 
(‘xacting enough ami arc then'fore bo popular. If it suggcBte 1 on tin* other 
hand Hint the basis of our constitution is not popular enough l ln* suggestion is 

not quite ill-founded. Hut it must be admittiMl that in the sense* of 

nqiresenting the people it is certainly more popular now than whim LonI 
Lansdowne opimed the doors of (di'ction to it. A larger pern'iitag.; of IVlIows 
is now elected by the registennl Membors and the Faculties, and , howi‘ver 
unworthy may havi* b(x*n thi'ir choice in the imnn‘diate past, a constitm‘mty 
that has*n‘turmd to this Council and to its preeb'erssors, men «)f the type 
of the late Messrs. W. C). Honnerjee, A. M. Hosi*, Sir Ashutosh Muklu'rjee, 
Kali (’haran Hanerjee and Hhiipendra Nath Hosi', cannot be saiil to have Imm'Ii 
very mueh inllueiiced to its pn*judice by the ollicial majority that has 
predominated tln*n' right through. In fad, tin* official majoiity was Liigei 
in those days than it is now, I cannot claim that official members of the 
S(‘nat(* and non-ollicial nimnliers always him* things eye to ami they 
may somlimes disagree. Hut 1 leel it my <luty to do this jnstict* to my official 
colicagm-h thc-rc, tlml. all tlir..u-tli lh« liino tliat. iImh rifrlit, .if I'liMaiiig a ivimism- 
tativf .m tlic Oouiioil liaH l.irii acconldd l.o tli<' Sonat.-. tlii-.v liavc allows 
their ii(iii-<illieial colleagues to reiirownl them. None of the |)eltiiiess ami 

jealousy that mars the rolatioiis between offieials ami non-ollieials. 

Hindus and Muhammadans elmiwhen' trouble tin' Senate, and, it is note- 
worthy, Hindus hav'o imgriidgiiiKly supporto 1 a Muhammadan candidate and 
Muhammadans have ungrudgingly support, ed a Hindu candidate in oonlosted 
(ilectioiiB and Kuroiioans— both officials ami non-officials— havi' eiinally 
supported liolli. It wouM be wrong and nugratcrul of me not be make I, bis 
admission and proclaim this fact, and therefore there is no point m what my 
Hpn’ble friend says with reference to this aspect of the case. I5ut apart from 
that, registered graduates who are growing strong in mimber will form 
a right constituency worthy of any concession in this direction that muy he 
thought of. I do not know why amongst his reasons iny friend should have 
thought fit to add that the income-tax paying caiiacity should be one of a b.asis 
of qualification. Registered graduates arc not always as fortunate in life as 
my friend is, and many of them i>a.v no income-tax and miwt of tliem a very 
negligible income-tax. If, therefore, the concossioa is to come, it rsiglit to 
come on the academic basis, as men who have dcvotwl their lives to learning 
and culture and propose to devote their lives to tho cause of tho country 



heaoluttoriB. [4th April. 

Dr Deha Drasad Harbadhikari ; Naimh Saiyid Kaivah Jli Chomlhuri^ Khan 
Bahadur; Babu S. N. Itay. 

apart from the inconw-tax paycTK* altitude. I do not tliirik iny friend wishoH 
tojjress this reHolntion to a diviHlon now, and I am sum that when tlio time 
eonies all that we have Ixum sayinpf in favour of this resolution will have 
(‘fTeet.” 


The Hoirhle NAWAIJ SAIVll) NAWAH ALI CIIAUDHLJUI, KHAN 
MAlIAHlIh, said:- 

‘‘ My Lord, 1 (MHifesH to a feolinpr of einharrassmioit in rising to apeak upon 
tin* n*.Soliition now helore this 1I(H18(‘. There can b(‘, 1 think, no diastmtir nt 
voice in regard to the priiniiple that th<*re should lu* an adecjuatc* representa- 
tion of tlie <Mliieated eoininiinity in this ( ’oimcil. Thaf th(‘ preH<‘nt eh'ctoral 
units do not aildrd a proper represcmtation of the edinjati^d (!hiKS(*s as such, 
is also a ])at<‘nt fact. Jhit while I associate myself with tin* spirit nn(h*rlying 
the (hnnand inadt*. Uy my llon’hh* friend Hahn Sumndra Nath Uay, as a 
Mfdiamniadan adv(K?ating (iornmunal r(‘]H’esentation. lam sorry I cannot give*, 
my support to th(‘ n'soliition in its present shape. If tlie llfui’hle Movtn* 
could siiggest a scheim* in which some sjK^cial Muhammadan rej)n‘S(*ntation 
might he guaranteed, he could have my vote at his command. I shall not he 
in order to i)ropose any am(*ndment to the presi‘nt resolution at this stage, 
hut 1 would suggest that if the (»lectorate form(*<i hy tin* oh‘eled memh(*rs of 
tin* ( 'ahnitta (Corporation c )uld he suitably (*xpanded and a h'w mort* seats 
givmi to the educated elass(*s, tin*!! sundy some of theH(^ seats eoidd lx* 
niH(*rve 1 tor a special Muhammadan i*lee.torat('. 1 may n'lnind your Kxc(‘l- 
lency that while mufassal Muhamnunlans have* lx‘eii given tin* privih‘g(* of 
returning one nn'inlxu* from each Division, tin* claims of tln^ Muhamma»lans 
of (Calcutta hav<s lM*(m altogetln*r overbK)ked in this hi*half. (Calcutta returns 
as many as sc^ven repii'sentatives to this (A)uneil, including the nominated 
memher re])restmting the Indian commercial community. J>ut while out of 
e\ery four r(*()res(*ntaiiv(*s of a Division, wc* have, oin* sp(*ei{d Midiaminadan 
nn*mher, there is n(» ))rovision for a single Muhammadan seat among the seven 
s(*ats given to (Calcuttji. 

My Lord, hut for tin* special edeetorates w(‘ would Iiavt* Ix'en nowhere 
near this (C(uincil (Chamher. It must lx* known to your Kxei'lhmcy that the 
Muhammadans cannot hcipt* to he retiirned hy the Landholihu's’ Klectoratt*K in 
tin* mufassal. and of the ten District Ho;ird ami Municipal s(*ats (Xitsido 
(Calcutta a maximum numher of two is all that has falh*n to our share. It is 
h(x*aiisi' of this that w(* Uiwv lx*en advocating the adoption of tin* principle of 
special eixnmunal repn*s('ntation in the lowt*r rungs of tin* ladd(*r so that 
tln*S(* units might lx* truly representativt* in character, and afford i)ropor 
re])resmitation to ns on this Council. Tin* Muhammatlan representatives, 
must he in a minority in this Council for all times in spitt* of thi^ special seats 
given to us. And to our gri(*f, the rights of nomination, wliich are (*xpected 
to he (*X(U*eised in the interests of the minorities, an* used hy your Excellency’s 
(Iov('rnment in such a way as not to give us nion* than om* seat out of the 
three in yixir Excellency’s hands. It is, therefore, our houiiden duty «as 
repres(’ntaiiv(*s of the Muhammadan community, to si*i‘^that our position in 
this (^Mincil is not made worst* than it is to-day. And for this reason I am 
oppos(*d to thi> pres(*nt resolutioTi in so far sis it suggt'sts an addition to the 
nundx'i* of si*ats without jiroviding any facilities for the Muhammadans to he 
returned.” 


The Hon’hh^ HAHU SUKENJ)KA NATH RAY said 

” My Lord, After the sympathetic reply which the Hon’hle Memher in 
oharg(* has given, 1 hog to withdraw this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, hy leave ol the President, withdrawn. 
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Tlio Hoii’No KHAN MAlIADrii MAITLVI MITSHAIJUAK IIHSAIN 
iiiov(.‘<l tin* fnllowiiijnr : — 

This (youiicil mJonmiciulK lo tlio (ioviTnor in (’oiincll tlial. a (JoniniittjM' 
Lm' {( iniHul consist ini' of (itiicials and non-othcials to in(|iiiro into tlm pri'siMil 
(M‘onoini(t ccHidilion of tin* middle class piMiple ef ISeni^al and to sn|'|'t‘sl nmans 
for improving their condition, if n(*ceKKary. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, The (‘conomie eonditi<m of the people of this country lias 
very recently (‘n|'a|'t*d coiisiderahle attention hy tin* appointment of a luiyal 
(himmission to rejioi t upon — 

(1) \vh(‘tln*r n(*\v ('peiiini's, for the profitable t*m])loym(*nt of Indian 

(lapital, in oonmM'ree and inilustry can he indicated ; 

(2) \vli(*ther and, if so, in what manner the (i»)vt‘rnmi‘nt can i ne()ura|>:e 

industrial dev(‘Iopment — 

[a] by rend(‘rin|' technical advice nion* Iroely available ; 

(A) by d{*nionNtration of the practicable possibilily on a 
commercial scab* of particular industrii's ; 

(c) by atrordin,!» direct or indir(*et linancial assistance to 
industrial (*nterin*is(‘s ; and 

[(D by any other m(*ans not incompatible with the existini' 
liscail policy of tin* (>ov(*rnment of India. 

Wlien I u:av(* iioticu* of tin* n*solution that I am moviiiti, I was not aware 
of almost a similar r(*solution which Sir Ibrahim i{ahinilulla of llombay was 
fightini' for in the Imfuu’ial Lei'islative Oouneil. The fa(;t that two 
persons from two extreme (Torino’s of India weni thiiikin ' on th(< same siibjecjt 
and asuim; for (lovernm(*nt int(*rv(*ntion shows tin* awakenini' of the Indians 
on the subj(*ets of comm(*ree and iinlustry, and llnir consciousm'ss that 
eircumstaina's ilo exist in diiierent jjarls of India renderin|' the investment of 
Indian (Capital in some lucrative* ]MiKim*ss almost impossible. J’eople have 
b(*en f<*elin|' this for some time ])asl and thanks to Lord Minto’s exjiansion of the 
IjOi'islativi* (^)uneils, ]>eojih' of <lihereni j»n»fessions and sinnh's of int(*Ilii^c*nee 
have* b(*en alloN>e<l to take part in the delilu'rations <)f the various Li'i'islativt^ 
(hrunmis, wh(‘re they have bei*n privileged to discuss subjects of iceiieral 
j)ubli(.* interest allectini' tin* welfare of the pi*opie of India. Tin' economic 
(umdition of Indians, if truly analyse.l, will coiiver,re intr^ the narrow subject 
which I liave intro<lu(‘(‘d in this ( Council, and that is tin* I'coriomic condition 
of tile mi(bll(* class ])eo])ic. The hic'her class, by whom one refers to native* 
chiefs and the bi|'|'er zaniindars of lh*m|'al, have ^ot sutliemnt means to live* 
coniferrtable lives, d’lie labenir’e-rs anel the aKriemltur-ists are imw |'e*ttin|' 
eiecont me^ans erf liveliheierel, thanks ter the ineliistrial e*nte*i*j)iise*s e.pe*ned erUt by 
Hritish capital in Jnelia. The* middle e-Iass pco|rl(*, who may ri^rjjlly be calb*<l 
the brain of fkinj'al, anel wher by heiarelity ami ertlier cause's will e*ver r< main 
middle' class, in spite of all the* sulferinf's tlie*y may unele*r^(r, anel wherse 
number is incre'asin^ elaily are tlm snlrje'ct erf the pi*e*He*nt eliseussiern. Thi*y 
are in all cases the err^janising bexly in the world and are* paiel ferr their 
orjr.inisatiern, the actual manual werrk being derm* by the* low class pe*erph*. If 
the werrk erf tlie* midelle class pe'ojrle is analyscel it will e*omer uiideer the^ 
following herads 

(I) R-iilway, 

(2 Shipping, 

(;i) Mining, 

(4) Manufacturing. 

(5) iSpi'cial cultivation, and 

(6) Managing and clerical work under all the heaels. 
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Now, if oiu' could cxamiii<‘- all tlieHo different branches of industry in 
which th(^ iiuddh* class ptu)ploare supposed to be able to earn a livciihofxl, I 
would ask your Kxccllency’s Governiiicnt to consider whether the middle 
class peoj)le of Ihmffal can bt^ said to havti a share in tliciri and, if so, is 
that share suHiciemt for the |)eople to live on. I may be charged as a theoni- 
tical |M*rson if F did not bring forward to your Kxcellcncy the disadvantages 
und(n’ which the iriiddh^ class people suffer wIkmi they wish to enter upon any 
enterprise to bi‘tt(n- their condition. Railway, shipping and mining are 
altogi'tlmr shut out to them. Probably the reason for this will be said to be 
that vested interests cannot be toucluMl and I must yield to this argument 
(*V(m h(M*e. 1 would, h(»wever, ask your Kxcellency’s Ciovernment to inquire 
wliethcM’ tlicre arc! any op(niings still left for the Indians in these industries. 

Next comes special cultivation. While we liad the privilegt^ of Iiaving 
your Kxccdleiic.y in our midst in Jalpaiguri in 11)12, I had the honour to head 
a deputation who rcjprescmted lh<‘ iIlconvenienc^^ the Indians suffer from wlnm 
they want to opem out a t(ia garden in the Duars, when^ tint soil and climat^^ is 
esp<H;ially favourable for tea, as tlni Uovc‘rnment, for niasons best known 
to them, laid down a clause in tin' lease prohibiting tea plantations in joie 
lands th(M*e. Your FiXcellency’s kind intervention has (mabled us t(» oj)en 
out, simui then, about 15 ganbuis in the Duars with a cajiital of over 20 lakhs of 
rupees. I am ghul to announce to your Excellency that with tin' raised and 
borrowi‘d caintal ami with revenue we have invested about 60 lakhs of rtii)ees 
thiu*e, and have been expecting in the course of two or tlirei^ yi'ars mon* to 
di‘clare dividends in all th(‘.se companit^s to the extent of over 10 lakhs of 
rupees, ddiis, I must say, is entirely due to your Excollen(*y’s sympatlndic 
attitude towards us. Uiit I am sorry to notices that then^ hay(‘ been changes 
in the poli(;y of conv(‘rsion of into tea t*stat(5s, (munciated by wliom 

and at whose instance, wts the public, do not know. Wlnui 1 S(‘(‘ that a 
commission has Iuhmi issmul to find out new optmings for Indian (‘iitcM'prise. 
1 am sorry to noti(;(' that our mnv (‘ntcri)rises in Bengal art< being stranghid. 
Probal)lY ' the reply from those that are responsibli' for this strangulation will 
be that the Indians do not know bnsin(‘ss and it is to deliver them from tln^ 
mistaki^ that the.y are committing that these ate])H are being taken. My Lord, 
the Bengali i)rovi*rb ‘One who can love more t.han a mother is a witch’ 
applies with very great force* htn*e. As to the capacity of tin* managem(‘nt i»[ 
the Indian iivd planters, I lu*lii‘ve even the officials cannot doubt it. wlnni tln‘y 
Si't* that till* Indians are ])aying very handsome divid(‘nds from tluur concerns. 
This, I believe, is a lit casi^ for inquiry. 

N(*xt, my Lord, if a middle class man wants any land in (iovernm(*nt 
/iirns /aaW to i*arn his livelihool by better and special cultivation, at once, 
the usual rt'ply from 1 he officials is to tlitj tjffe(;t that tin* Oovernment of 
India have ])rohil)ited the granting of any land in Governmenl khas tnahal to 
tiln* middhi class people. Wlumever tli(*re is any such jiatronage left in the 
hand of (fovernmeiit tin* democratic rulers of our country will at onci^ give il 
to the Uraoiis and Mundas of ( Jhota Nagpur and not to the middle class people 
of Bengal at all. 

In short, my Lord, the economic condition of the middb* class people of 
Bengal is a mattVr which should engage the vm*y serious attemtion of your 
Excelh'iicy’s (i»»Vi*rnment and before your Excellem^y b*aves our Indian 
shon's, we hope your Exei*lh*ncy will bo pleased to do something to ameliorate 
their condition. 

I am glad to notice that Sir Rajendra Nath Mukhorjee has bocoine a 
m(‘n»ber of the (3ominiHsion and he will suce^^ed to give the views of the Prov- 
inet' of Bengal with some forct*. But, my Lord, I am dealing with Provincial 
jUFairs and there are subjects which are special to Bengal, such as tea, jute, 
shipping and mining which require careful dealing. I would have thought 
il special local committee with officials and non-officials and with Sir Rajendra 
Nath Mukherjee as one of us would best have been able to deal with tlio 
^cial requirements of Bengal. 
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With these few words, my Lord, I beg to commend this resolution to 
the Council for their kind acceptance.” 

The Hoifble llAI HARI MOHAN CHANDRA BAHADUR said 

“My Lord, I bog to support the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Musharraf Husain. In my opinion, this resolution is worthy 
of accq^tance by your Excellency s Government. The unfortunate economic 
conditions of the middle class people of Bengal are too well known to need 
repetition by me. There are no openings for the middle classes except clerk- 
ships under Government or the Provincial Civil and Judicial Services, the 
Law and Medical. Any fresh avenues of employment and especially industrial 
employment for the members of the middle classes will prove the salvation of 
the country.” 

The llon’ble Mk. BEATSON BELL said 

“ My Lord, I am sorry that Government cannot accept this motion. I can 
assure the House, and the House will accept our assurance, that it is not Ix'cause 
we are out of sympathy with the economic condition of the middle classes. On 
the contrary, the economic condition of the middle classes of Bmigal is a sub- 
ject whicli has given this Government very great concern in recent yc^ars, and 
we liavo anxiously tried to find the best means for improving th(‘ (unidition of 
those classes. My friend, the llon’ble Khan Bahadur, has apparently nciver 
read the Report of the District Administration (hnnmittce, orjf h(‘ has lie has 
not read so far as Chapters JX and X. A study of these Chapters would have 
shown him that the District Administration (himmittet*, of wlreli my triend, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Do, was a prominent member, made the most thorough 
investigation into the very questions into which the Khan Bahadur would like 
us to make further investigations. The House will perhaps ))ardon me if I 
read a few sentences from the concluding portion of Chapter JX. 

*To conclude, then, of tli(^ English-knowing classes, only a certain portion 
fail in obtaining adequate employment ; but too many see in the foreigner an 
economic foe. Dcojily imbued as they are with national sentiment, they must 
watch the European merchant ortho Indian trader from beyond the borders of 
Bengal amassing a fortune ; even the c(K)ly and the cultivators are btmefitfd 
liy the increased activity in imlustry and trade. But the rising stream of 
wealth somehow passes them by ; nay, it takes from th(?m, in higher jiricos 
and wages, a little even of the very little that they have.’ 

This was the conclusion of the District Administration Committi'o, and 1 
am sure that no committee which the Khan Bahadur mtay suggest will (conduct 
a more searching inquiry or will arrive at a conclusion whicli is moni sym- 
pathetic towards the classes under consideration. Our invostigatioiiH did not 
end in mere sympathy. We drew up definite recommendations whicli were 
placed befoic the Local Government and before the Government of India. 
The first and most important of our recommendations was the appointment of a 
Director of Industries, one of whose chief duties would be to find new openings 
for the middle classes. We are in great hopes that a new economic (‘,ra is 
about to dawn. For the development of industries, we have already jilaced a 
lakh of rupees in our Budget and wo hope to place larger sums in future budgets. 
But the crux of the situation is this : The Secretary of State on the recom- 
mendation of the Government of India has appointed a Royal Gommission to 
oxamihe this subject from a wider standpoint. This has made it highly 
inopportune that we in Bengal should waste time, energy and money in going 
over the very grounds which this larger commission is about to cover. J need 
hardly say that all the evidence which was taken by the District Administra- 
tion Committee will be placed at the disposal of this Royal Commission and 
they will of course take a mass of fresh evidence for themselves. 

I must say that I was a little taken aback when my Hon’ble friend the 
Khan Bahadur after a few preliminaiy remarks on shipping, mining and rnanu- ,, 
facture dived into the subject in which he is specially interested, namely, the 
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terms of the revised leases in the Jalpaiguri district. This is a side-issue, but 
as it has been raised, I may state briefly how the case stands. 

In Jalpaiguri there are three classes of lease. First, there are the ordi- 
nary mal jote leasers for raiyats ; secondly, there an* the waste land leases 
granted specifically for the cultivation of tea, and thirdly, there are the waste 
land leases granted for otht^r cultivation. As regards the first class, they are 
for ordinary cultivation. Tluire is no restriction as to what crop may be 
cultivated. It is open to the cultivator to grow tea or anything else. I must 
however say that wo do not view with favour any wholesale buying out and 
eviction of raiyats in order that their holdings may be thrown into a tea 
garden, wlnjther managed by European or Indian agency. 

Tlui second class of lease requires no remarks. It is granted specifically 
for the cultivation of tea and of course contains no restrictions on such 
cultivation. 

The third class of lease is granted for the cultivation of arable waste with 
(!rops other than tea. 'rii(n*e has been no change of any kincl in these leases 
since 1888. The, i)resent form of lease was drawn up upn the recommenda- 
tion of Lord Ulick Browne, a Commissioner wlio had intimate knowledge of the 
conditions of tea cultivation in Jalpaiguri. It has b(^en suggested that in 
1912, His Excellency passed an order nuxlifyiiig the form of this lease and 
that some, wicked i)orson in the Secretariat disregardc'd His Excellency’s 
order and nistorcnl the old form. I have made a thorougli search in the 
Secretariat and can find no trace of any such order. We are now considering 
the question whether there should be any modification of the lease, and 
one of the points which we are considering is whether it is any longer 
necessary to maintain the restrictions which wore imposed by Lord Ulick 
Browne. Long before this motion was filed, His Excellency passed an order 
that ho would like to see the papers i)er8onally before orders are passed. His 
Excellency’s order will, of course, bo carried nut. Meanwhile Lord Ulick 
Browne’s lease holds the field and it will hold tin* field until His Excellency 
thinks fit to inoilify it. 

My Lord, we are actiused of giving preference in khas mahals to settlers 
who are actual cultivators. This is the fact and I am not ashamed of it. 
We have tritul the exporinnmt again and again in every pari, of Bengal of 
giving leases to men of the middle classes who have assured us that they 
will reside on the land and they will cultivate it with their own hands, but we 
have invariably found that they have gone back upon their undertakings. 
They have simply sublet the land to cultivators at rents higher than those 
which are taken from men immediately under Government. We are most 
willing to help the middle classes, but we are not prepared to do this by 
setting them up as absentee landlords extracting rack rents from peasants in 
the mufassal. We welcome any bofid-jide cultivator, whether ho is a 
Muhammadan, a Brahman, a Munda or an Uraon ; but we do not welcome 
absentee middlemen. 

To return once more to the main question : we cannot accept this 
resolution and the chief reason for our refusal is the approach of the Royal 
Commission.” % 

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA NATH BANERJI said 

“ I confess that there are difficulties in the way of the acceptance by 
Government of jny Hon’ble friend’s resolution. The first difficulty is the 
appointment of the Royal Commission. But 1 think if ray llon’ble friend 
Mr. Beatson Bell would refer to the wording of the resolution and its 
object, he will find that there is a substantial difference. The terms 
of the latter are wide and comprehensive and refer to a particular 
matter, viz., the matter of industrial development, but the terms of my friend’s 
resolution are confined to the economic condition of the middle class popula- 
tion of Bengal. The reference is not so wide and the larger reference may or 
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may not include the smaller point referred to in my friend’s resolution. I 
think it would be nocessary for me to be a little more specific. The n^solution 
which was accepted by the Government of India is this : That a (Commission 
be appointed to inquire into and report upon tlu^ jjrowth ami encourage- 
ment of the industries of this country. It is a question of industrial 
development which is to be considered by the Royal Commission, but my 
hon’ble friend’s resolution, viz., that a committee be formed consisting of 
officials and non-officials to inquire into the present economic condition of the 
middle class people of Bengal, dcx^a not include an inquiry into the industries 
relating to the whole country. Here it is only a reftinuice to tln’ economic 
condition of the middle class. I do submit, my Lord, that there is a wid<^ 
difference between the subject-matter of this rerolution and that of the Royal 
Commission. 

Then as regards the lion’ bl(‘. Mr. Hoatson Boll’s referem'c^ to the second 
difficulty, viz., that this matter was considered by the District Administration 
Committee and that the}’ made certain recommendations. That 1 do believe 
is a real <lifficully. If the matter has Ikhui thoroughly gom‘ into and has Ixm'ii 
considered and rceoinimMidatious hav(* luxui made* in conneetion with it, is 
there any iH'cessity for going over the saim* gnmnd and appointing a fresh 
Ciunmittee? I think my Hnn’ble friend will perceive^ that then* is a slight 
difforenc(‘. This coinmittcH' will be a committee consisting of officials and 
non-officials while the District Administration Committee was composixl of 
officials only. And a committei^ of officials and a mi.\e(| committee of officials 
and non-ofticials may not see to eye upon all ])ublic questions. Thorefon* 
it does seem to im* that if tlie Government an^ sympathetically inclimxl they 
may a])point this comniitte.(‘ for tin* pur|> 08 e of considering a matter which is 
of the highest importance to the p(*ople and t(» the Gove4*nment aliki*. There 
is no harm in going ov(u- the same ground if furtln*r light is thrown and 
furtlnu' evid(*nc(* is obtained. My friend the lIou’l)le Mr. Beatson Ihdl 
has observed that recommendations have be(*n made* by that c.ommitteo. 
I should like to know whether any of these rec mimendations has been given 
eff(’ct to, and what steps have been taken in that behalf.” 


The Hon’ble Mk. BEA’PSON BELL said 

“ Yes. The first re(!ommondation of the committee was tin* appointment 
of a Director of Imlustries. We have made a provision for his salary and 
a lakh of rupees has been sanctioned for his work.’ 


The Hon’blc BABU SURENDRA NATH BANEIMI said 

“ But the Administration Committ(*.(^ made several rcH-ommendations. 
In a matter of tliis kind some particular recommendations should be laid 
hold of and definilc action taken on them. The District Administration 
Committee’s efforts weri^ diffused over a wid.^ area. It strikes im. that haying 
regard to the importance of tln^ subject my friend the Hon blc Mr. Beatson 
Beil may see. fit to reconsider his decision. I think it is an advantage to have 
both officials and non-officials combined in a committee of this kind, rhese are 
tlm suggestions which occur to me, and I do hope that the malter which has 
been referred to the Government will receive a sympathetic and indulgent 
consideration. I think ray Hon’ble friend has given us an assurance that 
it is under the coiid l'*ratinn of His Excellency, and it that bo so I 
think we may be perfectly confitlcnt that the amplest justice will lie done to 

be persuaded to reconsider his decision. 

The resolution was then put to the vote and lost. 
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Tlio PRESIDFINT then addresBod the Council. 

lie Raid : — 

“ Gentlemen, 

Your labours are now ended, but before bringing the Council to a close, 
I must ask you to bear with me while, in accordance with custom, I say 
a few words. 

This is probably the last time that wo shall be sitting together in this 
room in Council as at present constituted for, unless something unforeseen 
happens, 1 shall not summon my Legislative Council to meet again until after 
its Additional Mfunbors have gone out of office and an election has to some 
extent at least altered our membership. 

Before 1 say anything else, 1 fool sure you will like me to refer to events 
which are happening to-day in which we and everyone else in India are 
intereste<l. His Excellency Lord Ilardinge is to-day finishing and His 
Excellency Lord (Ulielmsford is to-day beginning each his term of office 
as Viceroy. 'Fo both our best wishes go forth. W(^ rcc(^nizo, 1 feci 
sure, the courage and high senses of duty which Lord Harding(‘. lias shown 
in the face of trials and sufferings such as few imm are called on to bear, 
and which would have com))h^tely overpowered most men. He has 
worked h«ard for India ; he has given to her of his best ; no one can deny 
that he has affected the course of Indian events and has stirred Indian 
opinion. We, in Bengal, have been affected as much as any one by his 
actions, W(‘- have criticized him as freely as people over criticized any one, 
but we recognize his singleness of aim, admire liis courage and undoubtedly, 
I hope, w(5 wish him every happiness in future ; 1 feel sure, too, that we are 
ready to give to Lord Chelmsford a hearty welcome, feeling confident that he, 
too, will give to India his best, and trusting that (luring liis term of officn^ he 
may strengthen the bonds which unite India to the Jlmpire, for which in the 
past in different parts of the world both Lord Ilardinge and Lord Chelmsford 
have worked so hard. 

And now 1 thank you all most sincerely for the help you have given me 
over since January 15)13, when we began to work together. You have lielpiMl 
me to pass 16 Acts and on<‘ Bill which is now with the Viceroy, and which 
will become an Act as soon as it receives his assent. And I specially thank 
my non-olficial colleagues ; you have shown much zeal among j^ou, you have 
asked 736 questions. Your laudable desire for information was of real 
advantage to Government. It gave us an opportunity, which we might 
otherwise not have had, of letting the public know what we have been 
doing in what we believe to be the public interest. You brought forward 
76 resolutions. You wore sufficiently satisfied with the attitude of Govern- 
ment to withdraw 48 of these without going to a vote ; no fewer than 18 of 
your resolutions were accepted either in their original form or with some 
modification. Ten only were rejected when jiressed to a division, — no bad 
record this, I think, for the non-official Members of any legislative body. 
Twenty-seven of you on an average out of 34 have been present at each 
meeting of Council. I know some assemblies whert? the whips would 
have an easier task, if Meimbers everywhere wore as willing as you are to 
bo regular in their attendance. 

All this augurs well for the future of Council Government. Couficil 
Government can only be successful, as those who advocated it hope, if the 
elected Members take a real interest in their work, and if the electors also are 
interested and try to secure good representation. 

Wo in dihis Council^have been affected in many ways by the war. I do 
not meredy mean that I have not been able, owing to the curtailment of 
funds, to ask your assistance in projects which I had hoped you might help 
in ; I am thinking oven more of the loyal and unselfish way in which you 
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Iiav 0 refrained from tlip dificussion of controversial subjects ami have oviui 
been willing to abstain from united complaint at delay in reforms which 1 know 
you most keenly desire. I thank you tor that, and 1 trust that some day 
when money is once more availabb*, you will timl that (loverunient. are silicon^ 
in what their Members have said to you ; that, for iiiKtance, we are genuinely 
sorry that we cannot just now do far more than we proi)oai' to do for educa- 
tion, for sanitation, in combating the ttuTible scourge ai malaria, in bringing 
the Dacca University scheme into being, or in increasing.' facilities for medical 
education and for technical training. 

There is one matter about which I regret to say it has been my iluty 
to speak to you more than on(‘e befon* and aboul which 1 must speak again. 
The crime usually spokem of as j>(»litical crime, that form of crime which, 
though it is not confined solely to Ihmgal, is more common here than 
elsewhere. On tlie 7tii of April last year, 1 rt*minde<I you of the Defence 
of India Act which tlu‘ (lovernmenl of India ha<I just passed, partly with 
the avowed intention of nu‘(‘ting the situation in Hmigal. 1 nmiinded you 
of what had lH3en said on helialf of the (lovernment of India, and I told you 
that my colleagues and I had the honour of Heiigal at iunirt, and that for the 
sak(3 of Hengal wi^ should nol shrink from using tln^ Act wherever we 
thouglit lit. (iciitlenien. what has happeniHl since then ? Then have beim 
26 fri^sh dacoiti(*s. four of them acJCMimpanied by murdcu-. No f(uvi*r than 18 
jiersons have been murdenHl — five of them being Indian officers murdm'ed in 
the exoention of tinur duty and thn^ (^.her Indians who were giving 
assistance to (lovernment. 

And tills is not all ; it has been brought to the knowledge of 
(lOverniiKMit in a way which (lovi'niment feel makes it cm’tain that sonu' 
persons in Dengal havi* got into touch with, and taken pay from, or have 
tried to get into toucli with, and take pay Irorii, the enemies of our 
Kmjioror and of our country — I im*aii with foreign emuinVs belonging to tlie 
countries with whom we ar(» at war; that other persons in Bengal have 
lieon ready to tamp(*r with the loyalty of the King-Kiiiperor’s Indian troops — 
thosi^ troops of wlios(‘ loyalty and of wlios«3 hrav<Ty Indians and Englishineii 
alik(3 have every right to he jiroud ; and tnat yet otli(*r iiersons in Ikmgal 
have* h(u‘n planning or considering how to plan crimes which would at any 
time h(‘ hurtful to the pulilic weal, hut which at a time* like this are 
doulily hurtful. So far wi* have' not Ihmui able to pnMiiici* — I wish we could — 
exact evidence to bring home their guilt beyond a shadow of doubt to the 
individuals who commitiiMl thosc^ crimes. But we* have* evieh-nce* which gen'S a 
lenig way towards it. 'riiere* are* difiere*nt de gre*e’S of guilt : some me*n are', no 
doubt, me‘reeiu])e‘s, som(*tim(*s, pe*rhaps, iiiicoiiseious eiiipcs in the* Jianels eif nmro 
astute* crimiimls, wile) are cle'veM* e*noiigh te ce>iiee*al the‘mHe*lve‘s, nnel cowardly 
ene^igh to use* othe*rs toe*ommit ove'rt acts which remeier tlie-ir eIoe*rs, if tlie-y are 
caught, lialile tose^a*re»})Unislimemt, while* the*y tlie*mse*l vi*s avoiel eleiing anything 
which can be se*eii anel mer?ly plot in a way whicli may he^ skilfully interpreted 
as bearing some otlie*r nn*aniiig. 1 am sorry for the‘se* diijees, but iliey are a 
sources eif danger, — ihoiigli not So grevat a se'iirce* of danger as those who 
exploit them. It is tlKwliity of ( ioveriime*!it t«) use the; j)owe*rs which the*y 
possess against any elang(*r to the* State*. That, g'*ntle*me*n, is my eluty and 
the eluty of my e*olle*aguos. a eluty which we* are* eloiiig our liest to fulfil. It 
is also my duty and the* eluty of my colle*agiies to see* that th(3 lihe*rty eif theme 
for whose* geiveM'iiaiiee* We* are, reesponsihlee is imt interfere*:! with unjustly anel 
that duty, l.eio, wt* have elono our best te> eliscbargi*. 

. Two liundre*d and e*iglitee*ii fiersons in all leave up to now be*,(in dealt with 
in Ikmgal under the DelViiee of India Act. Te*n of th('B(‘ are Uraons — 
alioriginals of a not v<*ry advance*el tyjx*, whose.* crime* seeems tei me more due 
to ignorance anel the^ primitive* nature* e»f their ht’liefs than tei anything else 
and whom I am glad to think we* can. eiwing to onr be*ing able to use this 
Act, deal with in a spirit of pity and as a preM*aiitie)n tei prevent the evil which 
their action, if unche*cke*el, wemlel bring on theinHe*lve*s anel thedr billows. 

In regard to the otlier 208 cases, orders bir internment under Regulation 
III of 1818 have been passed against 21 persons. Four liave been expelled 
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from Bengal ; and 132 have been served with orders of conjpulsory domicile 
within the Presidency. In this matter of compulsory domicile we have been 
as considerate towards the men served with orders as we can be consistently 
with the attainment of oar object of making it difficult fur them to continue 
in conduct by which in the past they have laid thoniselves open to strong 
suspicion of liaving taken part in acts hostile to tht‘, welfare of the State. That 
accounts for 157 out of the 208 cases. The other 51 persons are at present 
under arrest under rule 12 (ei) of the Defence of India Rules. All of these 
have been arrested within the last four weeks and their cases arc being dealt 
with as quickly as possible. 

My colleagues and I fully recognize our responsibility. Jt is wq and 
wo alone who must be blamed if any mistake is made. We realize the 
seriousness of interfering with personal liberty without a full trial in court. 
But we have b(^n d<diberat(‘ly given power to do this, and it is our duty 
to US(? the power given to us, when we believe it is right and just to do so. 
We cannot for r(^asons of State give publicity to the grounds on which we 
have based our action ; but I assure you that as a (lovernment we have done 
nothing which I do not believe*, we were fully justified in doing. I go 
further — 1 say that we should have gnwsly failed in our duty to Bengal if 
we had left anyth.ng undone that we have done under the Act. 

I sliiall iiHuition oik* more point. Last year I spoke to you of the 
])olice. and I told you wo. h«ad taken a step which I hoped you might 
look on as an <N'iriH^st of our detormination to find a right solution for 
admitted ilifficultics. That step was the deputation of my Private Secr(*tary, 
Mr. Gourlay, to make minuti^ inciuirit‘H and eolh‘ct accurate information. 
Mr. Gourlay did this work well and 1 believ(» w(* can confidently look forward 
to securing a better heeling I adore long l)Ctwe(*n the }/olice and the public. 
We realize oven mon^ (dearly now tiian we did a year ago how easily harm 
may he done if so-called political crime is not most candidly, but at the 
same tinii* most rajudly, handbul. We Ixdicjvt* the situation is grave ; we 
hope it will become less grave ; for we believe that as well as being grave 
it is exccqitioiial. We nvognize how much we depend on the i*ffici(*ncy of 
our Indian PoHci^ Offitvrs. W(^ nuHignize tin* bravery whieh our Indian 
Policfi Officers have shown in the face of known danger ; and we are deter- 
mined to do all we (jan to hidp them. We are not very sucecssful. Tfiere is no 
use denying it. We are not as successful as we should like to hi* in discover- 
ing who commit tin* crimes. Take for example the 26 (so-called ])oIitical) 
dacoities which 1 have refern^d to as having taken place during thc^ last 12 
months. 

There were 22 cases of dacoity without murder. In tw'o of these cases 
only W(U‘e we able to bring any one to trial. We brought six accused to 
trial, of whom five were convicted. 

In the four cases cf dacoity with murder there was only one case in 
whicli we were able to liring any accused into court. We brought 14 accused 
to trial and 1 1 of I how wore convicted. 

That 16 out of 20 persons accused should l»o convicted dcK^s noi, I think, 
afford any justification for saying that police (^vidimce is bad ; but that out of 
26 cas(‘s of politicjal dacoity our investigating officers should only be able to 
ol>tain enough I’videnco to bring three cases into eourt, shows that, whether 
it be that our criminals are too clever or that our police are not clever enough, 
or that thegeiK*ral public are not able to help us, or whatever the reason bo — 
as a matter of fact we arc not as successful as we would like to be or as 
I hope wo yet shall be. 

To help IIS in considering how wc can best make use of the powers which 
wo possess, (^specially those which we ] ossoss for the present under the 
Defence of Inilia Act, and in determining generally how we can proceed with 
host cdiance of success in dealing with political crime, we have deputed 
Mr. J. G. Ciimining, whom you all know and in whose ability and in wdiose 
uprightness and in whose sense of justice and fairplay I, and 1 believe all 
who know him, have absolute confid«3nce — we have deputed Mr. Camming to 
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help our police in their dealings with political crime. For the time being at 
any rate there is enough work of this kind to occupy the fulltime of an officer, 
even of the most capable officer. I trust our action in this will be interpreted 
by the public as showing that Government are dealing as seriously as they are 
able to do with the proldein of removing from Bengal the blot which undoubt- 
edly at present stains her reputation. In any case I believe it is action which 
will prove helpful. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Gentlemen, the Council is adjouriKMl sine die'' 

A. M. HUTCHISON, 

Secretary to the Oovt, of Bengal a^nd 
Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council [Offg), 

CALcurrA ; 

The 24th April, 1916. 


B. S. Preitfi-l5.6.19l6-90J-350-B. N. K 




AUiraeiof the Proceedvig^iof ifie Ihmjal LegUlaim Council assembled under 
the provisions of the (Jovermneni of India Jcf, 1915, 

Tiik Council mol in the Council CliambcM* in (Jovoriiniont House on 
Tuesday, the 4th July, 1916, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Kxcolloncy the. Ri^ht llon’blo Thomas David, IUuon Cakmk'Uakl 
OF Skirling, q.c.i.e., k.c.m.g., djouernor nf the Pcesidemij of 
Fort William in Ihngaf presiding. 

Th(i Hnn’blo Mr. P. C. Lyon, c.s.i., Vice-President. 

The Hon’bh' Nawab Sir Syed SiiAMs-in.-HfiDA, k.im.k. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Bkatson Bell, c.s.i., r.i.K. 

The Ilon’bh* Col. W. U. Edwards, (\b., (\m.g. 

The Ilon’blo Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

The Ilon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha. 

The Ilon’bh^ Mr. J. Lang. 

Tho Hon’l)lo Mr. J. H. Kerr, (m.k. 

The H()n’l)lc Mr. d. Donald. 

Tho Ilon’blo Mr. II. 11. Orekn. 

The Iloii’blo Mr. C. H Bombas. 

TIk^ Hon’blo Mr. W. W. H(»rnell. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. C. F Payne. 

Tlio. H.ni’blo Mr. K. B. H. J’anton. 

TIk; lloii’blo. Rai Priya Nath Mukhak.ii Bahadur. 

Tho Ilon’blo Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, k.ci.s.i., k.o.v.o.^Amir- 
ul-Omrah. 

Till! Hon’lilo Sir Rajendra Nath Mookf.r.ike, k.u.i.k. 

Tho Hon’blo Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. .1. Maoken/je. 

• 'riie Iloii’lile Mr. (t. C. Codkrey. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Aminuk Rahman. 

The Hon’blo Ra.ia IIrikhikesh Laha, o.i.e. 

Tho Hon’blo. Mr. R. Olen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chandra Mitra. * 
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The Hon’hle Sik Ruay (hiANi) Mahtau^ k.c.h.i., k.c.i.e., i.o.m., Maha- 
rajailliiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Th(j Hon’lile Kumau Shiu Shkkiiakehwak Ray. 

The Jloii'hle Babu Akun (Jhandka Siniia. 

The llon’ble Bk. Dkka Puaha]) Saubadhikaki, c.i.e. 

Tile llon’ble Rai Dkhendka (Jhandka (iiiohh Bahaduk. 

Tlie Hon’lile lUi Radha (hiAKAN Pal Bahaduk. 

The Iloii’lde Mk. K. H. Buay. 

The Iloii’hle Mk. A. Birkmyue. 

The Hon’l.le Mk. E. Ih Edkn. 

The lloii’ble Mk. E. A. Maktin. 

The Hoii’ble Mk. If. R. A. Irwin. 

The llon’lile Mu. Z. R. Zahid Siihkawakdy. 

Th(‘. Hoii’hle Maulvi A bud Kahkm. 

Th(^ Ilon'ble Mr. M. Ahiikaf Adi Khan Ohaudhuki. 

Tlie llon’ble Maiidvi A. K. Fazl-ud-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Mk. A. Rahud. 

Th(* lloirble Babu Biiajikndka (Jhandka Ray. 

The Ilon’ble Mk. Ai/faf Adi. 

The Ilon’ble Rai Ski Nath Bay Bahaduk. 

The Ilon’ble Baku Akhid Chandka Datja. 

Th(^ ilon’ble Rai Mahendka Chandka Mitka Bahaduk. 

The Ilon’ble Baku Surkndra Nath Ray. 

The Ilon’lile Babu Mahendka Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

The llon’ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhukt. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Ambika (Jhakan Mazumdak. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1, 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

All the Additional Members except one who was absent made an oath or 
affirmation of their allegiance to the Crown. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 


Th(i IVosidtMifc l.luMi ii<hIrcsK(Ml thi' ('I«)um;iL 

Hia Ex<!ellency tlm ProHi(l<‘iit aaid : — 

“ I am ^flad to woltJoiiK^ you licro. \ conoratidatt'. (‘aoli ami all of you on 
liaviiii; attaiiKul, ill Homo cuhoh F«>r tin* lirat tiino, in otliors oiif(‘ inon*, to a 
poaitioii wliicli will aiford you iVtMjuoiit o])))ot*tuniti(*8 of doing goinl work for 
JJengaJ ; and I otmgratiilalo inysolf, as well as you, hocausi* 1 ludiovo you 
will inako gocnl usi^ of tlioso opiiortunitios. I know from past (‘Xpinionco liow 
willing many of you liav(» shown yj)urs('l\i*s to do anything wliiidi you think 
will furthor tho olij(‘cts whhdi tho Li'gislativo Oourniil Is meant to promoh*, 
and 1 fo(d sure tlios** of yon who an* now to the. (lounnll will prove yoiirs('lv«'S 
no loss willing. 

Tim making of long speeehes, liy the Presidi'iit at least, is not one of 
those objects, s(j 1 shall not say much. 1 helievt* 1 am t'xpccted to say Honn*- 
thing about tin* nxMlilication in tin* nn'inhership of this (loiincil, as (‘.oinpan^l 
with the last, wdiich has lKU*n hroiight about by tln^ way in whi(‘h 1 have 
(exercised my ])o\ver of nomination. I have only asked three instf^ad of five 
Secri*tari('H to ( iov(*rnment to s(‘rvc «ui this Council and I have not nominated 
tln» Vici*-(Ihairnian of |ln» Port (lommissiomu’s. I (piitt* appr(*ciale the good 
work which all lln» S(*cn‘tari(*s and tin* Vi<*i‘“()hairman did in tlm last 
(Jouncil. 1 know their al)H(*nce may sometimes. p(*rliaps oft*'!!, hi* of iimon- 
veniema* to Cjovt*rnment. I know how valuabh* to (iov(‘rnm(*nf i-von a singh» 
safe vote* in a division may be and 1 km»w that my action has mad(* it more' 
easy for tin* non-(<Hi(Mals t(» defeat (loverinnent whenever th(*.y wish to do so. 
1 know all these, things, and 1 know too that it will not be t^asy for my 
HUoci'SSor, if ho sliould wish it. to raise the niimlnM- of olVmials to what it was. 
Ihit 1 made tln^ m(KliH(*ation delib(n‘at(*Iy. It is trui« that legislation will 
alw'ays alFect tin* oflicials. It is true in any country, and (^specially in this 
country, that (lovernimuit officials, if tln‘,y are worth their salt, must i>ften 
have a ccirrecter vi(‘W than almost any other class as to tin* probabhi elfeet of 
legislation — that I grant — but a (h>verm»r, I am glad to think, can at all timi*s 
have frank advice ami critic, sm from his officers ; what In^ can’t always get 
so easily is frank advice and criticism from those who look at things from an 
unofficial jwint of vi(uv. People tell nn* we get criticism from tln< public 
preas. Wo do, and I am thankful for it. We cannot have ten) much of it — if 
only ^v(^ have time to read it ; and if our critics take' th(5 trouble to bo 
accurate! as to facts, and, what is perhaps «iv«*n more important, not to sup- 
press any facts, they can helji Govern nu nt vj'.ry much ind(*ed. Bui news- 
paper ('(litors and G()V(‘rninent officials have this in common : they must 
both, if they are, to jierforni their function well, be to a great ext(*.nt colle(;torH 
of voices, they must think of those! whom they S(*rv(‘, and they must tln*refor(*. 
often — though from diffi*rt*nt points of view— und(‘rrat(! tlu! importanct! (»f 
some point to an individual or to a group of individuals; for this ri^ason, it 
seems to inn, a Governor will always wish to have on his (-ouncil as nniiiy 
gentlemen as possible who, he belie.ves, will not shrink from pf)inting out 
where tho executive may be liable to make mistakes ; arnl if In* can, in choosing 
those gentlemen clioose men who, from ptirsonal ex])erienee or interest, are not 
likely to overlook matters to which (Tovernment may, howevtu* unintenlionally, 
not give due weight, a Governor will he wise to choose them. 

Astofiituro legislation I must tell you frankly rliat 1 fear that tlujre 
can bo little in wdiicli T shall have to ask you to help me. I hope my suc- 
cessor will be al>le to get your help in carrying out important work in that 
line. But in view of the pcilicy which ha> been delihcrat(*ly laid down for 
India of not dealing with controversial matters, while, tin! war go<.*H on, we 
cannot take ui) tho matters which you probably an*, most mtoreste^d in. As 
many ofiyou know, f was very anxious to sen an Act passt',d, while I was here,, 
to improve the Oalentta (Jorporation. I had hoped that that would have ke,pt 
you pretty fully (x^cupied during the next nine months. But such a measure 
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Inu^t b(5 controvc-rsial. W(? may pusHilJy b(3 abb^ to introduce a Bill — perliapB 
<iV(*n we may be abl<j to n^fer it to a Select Conimiftoe, but there is no chance 
of my Hoein^j it passod. One Bill you may rt»ly on my doing my best to bring in 
and pass, though it is not ready yet — a Bill to give the control of their own 
Hiiiall local affairs to people residtMit in the country districts, in a way which 
I beli(3V(i will promoter a feeling of common responsibility. Those of you who 
have taken tin' trouble to read (and 1 hop(3 many of you have done so) the 
rcjport of th(5 Bengal District Administration (Committee will know the lines on 
which I belie v(i very re.al progress towards self-governnumt may be made. 

1 hop(^ a Bill may soon be rea<ly and I hope*, it may turn o'.it to be sufilieiently 
acceptahh^ to avoid tlnj neci^ssity of our putting it on one side as too controver- 
sial. Of course that is not for me to determine. Everyone is entitled to his 
own opinion, hut I shall be very sorry if we cannot tak(^ a step which itstJems 
to nil) will do a very grtiat deal to help Bengal to help itself. 

* Now 1 am all but doncj ; but unfortunately befon^ 1 sit down I must refer 
to a matb^r about which I have more than once spoken in this 'room. The 
murder committcul a h^w days ago in (Calcutta has given one more proof of the 
eouragi^ and devotion to duty of our Bengali Police*, oflicers ; but it shows us 
that Goverunuiut have not yet succiuuled in overcoming the organization 
which many of our p(>o])le W(U*e quite naturally find qiiit(3 projxirly so 
unwilling to beli(3Ve (fxisted, in spites of evideTice, and which is doing so much 
harm to Bengal. 

Last April I told you briefly what Government wore doing and of tln^ stops 
which we W('r(3 taking — stf^ps which we were only fibh^ to tak(‘- because of the 
exceptional and temporary legislation wdiich the Oovtirnniont of India liave 
pasB(ul. Fifty-ou(3 cas('s w(*.r(3 then pending ; tlien* were 51 men about whom 
Government had not at that moment received full enough information to 
d(‘,t(*.rmin(3 how to (leal with them : two of those num were rehiased, tlu^ other 
41) were compulsorily domiciled. Up to this moiiiunt the total number of men, 
whomGovernmenI have compuUorily d )micilod because) we felt that it was our 
duty to th(' peoph* under our charge not to huivo those num, in view of the 
evid(me(* against them, to go and couio as they like, is 11)1). Those 190 men are 
actually, in the places assigned to them ; there are orders out against 12 more 
imm who are absconding ; and the fact that tln’y are at)Sconding docs not lead 
me to think that in issuing our orders we have l>e(*n unduly rigorous. 

In addition to this, action has, up to the pn*sent time, been taken against 
21 oth(*r men under Regulation H of 181S. 

On the 1th April last, I told my Oouncil that 4 juu'sons had beem expt'lled 
from till! Provinci!. Since then 3 others have Imu^ii exjielle.d, 

I can assure' you that Government believe I hey have been fully justified 
in all they havi! done. \Vh* may of course have made mistakes in some cases, 
but we hav(' interle.re.d witli the liberty of no oneagainst whom we did not feel 
that there is evidenci* — though we admit it is not evidence which ought to 
lead to conviction in an ordinary court of law. 

One other ])oint I must im])ress on yon, for a wrong impressiiui prevails 
about it ; it is not tin* case that we have dealt with tl^ese mi'ii only because 
we believe they have all bi'en coii(;ernei| in a German conspiracy. In many 
eases — in the vast majority of cases of those whoare compulsorily ilomicileil — 
W(* do not think thi^se men were plotting to help Germany. Wi' have aiJted 
as the Defence of lndia|Act tunpowered ns to act, and we have used the power 
which the Government of India when ])assing that Aiit ex|>ri*Hsly said was 
needed in Bengal. 

We shall go on using that power as long as we believe it is necessary to 
use it. This last week has clearly shown that the time has not yet come 
when we can say it is no longer necessary. Other and greater powuj‘8 might 
have been more eifective, but we have to use the powers we have got, and we 
shall continui* to use them — not harshly 1 hope, but justly. 1 honestly 
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believe that thoee powers have been of real uho to us. It is my Arm con- 
viction that if we had not had them, lleiij^ol would just now have been in a 
far worse plight than she is. 

But we must not forget that the powers w'hich we can t^xorcise now are 
only teiui>oiary, and we must remember that the disaftection which led to 
crime existed before the war, and may continue to exist long after the war 
ends. Government must face facts. Goveriimeiit must aim at removing, 
where they can, the disaffection ; that is the most important thing, and it is 
in that that I particularly hope my successor, if not 1 myself, will get very 
great help from you, the Members of Council ; but Government must aim too 
at putting down with a firm hand, if need be, the crime, one of whose worst 
features is that it makes it harder for us to do some things which 1 hope may 
yet go far to remove the disaffection. 

How far the powers, pcrnianent or temporary, which we have, meet our 
needs we are gradually learning. It is one of the plainest duties of Gomii- 
mont to consider this, and 1 can promise you that if Government believe they 
ought to have greater jiowers than they have, they will try to get them, and 1 
can premise you that meantime we shull go on making tln^ best use we can of 
the powers wc have." 

I 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 3. 

TIIK CALCUTTA HACKNEY-tJARUlAGK (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1916. 

The Hon'ble Nawab Sir Syed Shanis-ul-Huda moved for leave to intro- 
duce a Bill to amend (he Calcutia Ilackney-carriagi* Act, 1891. 

He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, the present Act is Bengal Act 11 of 1891. It originally 
e.xteiided to ('ulcutta but has betui (‘xteiidiMl under sc^ction 1, sub-section (3), 
to almost every town in Bengal when* carriages and palanquins an* in g(«mn'al 
use. Twenty-five years’ ex])ericnce. of the working of tlm Act has bn»ught 
out many defects which the present Bill is intendeil to remove. 1 shall only 
mention three of the more iinpt)rtant provisions h(n*e. The first that came 
(o our notice is that one of the dtdects (»f the existing Act is its inelasticity. 
Under section 5, the classes of hackiiey-carriagr^s are rigidly fixfsl and so 
also th(» fares und(n’ section .31. The- present Bill omits both tluise |)rovisions 
from tln^ Act and allows them to be regulal.ed by by-laws framed iimler 
section 53. The second matter is one of considerable importance. Se(!ti(»n ■* 
10 of tho Act |)rovidoR for annual registratiem. E\pe,riene.e has sln>wn that 
after registration carriages arc alh»wed to fall into a slate of dismpair. 
notwMthstaiiding the provisions of section 11 giving ])ower to the llegistering 
Ollicer to suspend or cancel licojises. To enable this power tf) Is* effectually 
exercised, the Bill provides for compulsory pr(Klucti<ni of carriages with 
horses and harness used thert^with within a week after expiration of six months 
from the date of annual registration. 

Under the present Act, in tho abs^uici? of any means of identifying horses, 
the same animals are brought up over and ov(t again harncss(td to different 
carriages. When the registration is over, other animals arc substitated 
which would have probably not been passed by the Uegistt^ring Office,!* if they 
had^ been produced before him. To pn*voiit this a new chapter 1 lA has 
been introduced by clause 8 of the Bill in order to facilitate identification of 
horses. The means of identification will bo i»reHcribo<l by by-laws. 

Besides the above, the following important provisions have been made in 
the Act. Provision has been made for effective chock on carriages plying for 
hire after tho registration of such carriages or the licenses of tho drivers 
have been sus(iended under soction 11. 

Owners of carriages who allow a driver who has not obtained a license 
or whose license has expired or has been cancelled or 8U8f)endocl to urive a 
carriage in violation of such an order have been penalised. 
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To prevent a driver’s license being granted to unsuitable persons, the 
age-limit has been raised from 16 to 18, competency ro drive the carriage, 
a knowledge of the locality, sober habits and want of previous conviction for 
offence, which in the opinion of the Registering Officer is a disqualification, 
have been insisted upon as nf^cossary conditions for the grant of a driver’s 
license. 

When a driver is convicted, warned or reprimanded for an offence under 
the Hackney-carriage Act, it has been made compulsory on Magistrates to 
endorse such convictions, warnings and reprimands on the license. It is 
optional under the existing law. 

Power has been given to frame by-laws under section 53 preventing 
hackney-carriages and palanquins being useil for purposes of advertisement. 

Certain improvements in case of palanquins have been aimed at.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 4. 

The Ilon’ble Nawab SirSyed Shams-ul-Huda moved that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee ooiisisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Payne, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Panton, the Ilon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukliarji Bahadur, the 
Hon’ble Rai Debendra Chandra Ghosh Bahadur, the Hon’ble Mr. Bray, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Z. R. Zahid Sulirawardy, the llon’ble Babu Mahondra Nath Ray 
and the Mover, with instructions to submit their report in time for its 
presentation in Council at the inouting to be held in August next. 

The Hon’blo BABU AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR said 

” My Lord, I wish to make a few observations with ri'gard to tlu^ 
princi[)leH and the general provisions of the Bill which has just been 
intrcxluced and for wliich a motion has just been made to refer it to a Select 
CominittcH^ With a view to improve the liackney-carriages of this city 
and to secure a more (dF(H3tive control over them, tlie Bill provides that 
then^ should be ovm-y six months an inspection by tln^ Uc^gistering Officer 
of every hackney-carriage and its horses and harnciss. A new chapter 
(IIA) has be(*,n atided which provides for the identification of the horses 
and liarneHS which have been appmved for every hackney-carriage at its 
registration. The jirovisiou of tlie Bill for tin' identification of th (3 horses, 
if the process of marking could b(3 made without cmsiiig much bodily pain 
.to the animals, is no doubt likely to jirove a useful and effective safeguard 
against (h^ceptions and malpractices. But, my Lord, tln^ i>rovision made in 
the Bill for 1(? vying a f(?e for the identification of <*€'ich horst^ ni»t only at the 
first instance but also at every subsequent renewal of such mark when it may 
become indistinct or obliterati*d seiuns to me to be rather hard ami inequi- 
table. When a (tarriage is n}gist<3red, a tax is pai<l for its registration ; this 
tax evidently includes the carriage, the horses, the liarness and everything. 

I <lo not understand on what principle this additional tax is to be imposed 
upon a horse simply ft»r its receiving a hall-mark of the Municipal Corporation. 
A carriage^ cannot la? registered without a horse, and 1 do not see how a horse 
can come in for furtlnu* consideration for its decoration with a cross or a star. 

ThcMi, my Lord, it seems to mo that the provision for imposing a 
further additional tax upon the liorse every tinm the mark becomes indistinct 
or oblitorntod seems to be i^xtreimdy hard. Tlie badg^ may bo obliterated 
through no fault either of the horse or of the owner of the horse. It 
may be duo to some defect in the process of marking ; it may be duo to 
the inefficiency of the men who may put the mark, or it may bo duo to 
some natural causes, over which none of us, not even the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Bill, may have any control. Then, my Lord, it seems to me 
that if we are to impose an additional burden upon the owners of hackney- 
carriages they will not be slow to use it as a pretext for raising their charges 
against the public for their services. Upon these grounds, I object to the 
imposition of the tax proposed in this Bill. Then, my Loi*d, there is the 
question of a longstanding public grievance which I expect^ this Bill to 
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meet. It is widely known that the existing rates of fares prescribod for 
liaokney-oarriages, both by distance as well as by time, are practically a dead 
letter, honoured more in their l)reach than in their observance. A third-class 
carriage is never available either at the distance rate or at the hour rate, 
while a socoud^class carriage will seldom go at either of these rates beyond 
St. Paul's Cathedral. The fact that exorbitant charges are often made frCm 
passengers travelling beyond the limits of the old town of Job Charnock is a 
great hardship which calls for a remedy. My Lord, the Jehus positively 
refuse to recognise the definition of Calcutta, as given in the successive 
Municipal enactments and notifications, as not liaving received their sanction. 
1 submit that it is high time that measures were taken strictly to enforce the 
penalties on the subject and remove those public grievances. 

My Lord, the carts represent the heaviest traffic of this city, and they 
are left to bo dealt with only by two sections of the Municipal Act which 
simply provide for their registration and the levying of a fee for their regis- 
tration. If the palanquins can be brought under the operation of the 
Hackney-carriage Act, 1 do not see why the carts should be left out (»f it. If 
the horses of hackney-carriages are to be marked for their identification, I 
do not understand why the bullocks and bufial(M)sof carts should be exemptcxl 
from the operation. 1 do not think that it is all intended to mark the 
same distinction between them as is sometimes observed between the 
official and non-official members of your Excellency’s Legislative Council. 
I would like to see some improvement effected in the construction of those 
primitive vehicles witli their tails, describing semicircles of nearly 20 feet 
in diameter when rounding a corner of a street and causing obstruction to 
other traffic which may sometimes require ten IfO fifteen minutes to clear. 
I think, my Lord, that the present opportunity should be availcMi of to 
efftH't sonm improveimuit in the cart traffic of Calcutta and remove the public 
inconveniences occasioned by them under the present systtmi." 

The llon’ble NAWAH 81 K 8YKI) 81IAMS-UL-Hlil)A said 

My L(»rd, I have Inuird with great interest all tliat has becui said by my 
friend tin* Floirble Habu Anibika Charan Mazunidar in discussing the 
general princi|)les of tin* Bill. He has made no proposal that the Bill 
should not be referrcwl to a Select Commit ter', lie has only tak(m this 
opportunity to discuss some of the* provisions of the Bill and I can 
only say that all these can bo con8id(*rod in tin* Select Committet* and 
afterwards when tin* Bill is brought up for iliscussion in the Council before it 
» finally pass<*d. 1, therefore, do not think it ne(‘(*8snry to (*nter into tim 
merits of the questions raiscui My friend has practically supj)ort(*d tluj 
g^uieral provisions of the Bill but considers that though tiie provisions for 
identification are useful the scale of fee is soiiu^what uun*aHonable. These 
an* questions which as I have* said may well be considercil **ithe.r in the S(‘lect 
Committee or in the Council afterwards. As regards the rates, I think 
the Bill has nndly effected an improvement. The rates are now fixed at 
one uniform scale. They cannot be increased or decreased. We have take.n 
the rates out of the Act and allowed them to be provided by by-laws. If 
at any time it is necessary to raise or to reduce the rates, that can now be 
done under by-laws to be framed undcir section 53 of the Act. I can assure 
my Hon’ble friend that all those matters will lx* dj*alt with in the Se.lect 
Ooinmitioo and that all that he has said will receive du(j consideration there,.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was adjourned to Monday, the 7th August, 1915. at iTa.m., 
at new Govcnimont House, Dacca. 


Calcutfa ; 

The 8th My, 1916. 


A. M. liUTClllSON, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bemjal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council (Offg.). 
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Aisiraet of the Proceedinge if the Bengal Legtelative Gouneil aseembled under 
the pravieione of the Oovemment of India Act, 1915, 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in new Government House 
at Dacca on Monday, the 7th Auiifust. 1916, at 11 a.m. 

Prasant : 

His E^ceiloncy the Right Hon’ble Thomah! David, Baron CABMiCHAEfi 
OF Skirling, q.c.i.e., K.r.M.o., (hoernor of the Presidency of 
Fort IVilliam in Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Lyon, c.«.r., Vice-President 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed 8hams-ul-Huda, k.c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N* D. Beawon Bell, c.s.i., c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Col. W. R. Edwards, c.b., c.m.g. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

The Hon' hie Mr. J. Lano. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Kerb, c.i.e. 

The Hon’blo Mr. J. Donald. 

The Hon’ble Mu. H. H. Green. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornell. 

The Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukhak.!! Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. k.c.s.i., k.c.v.o., Amir- 
ul-Omrah. 

. The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookekjee, k.u.l.e. 

» 

The Hon’ble Mb. J. Mackenzie. 

Tke-Hon’ble Ms. Aminub Rahman. 


Xhe Haii’KIa Mu R rS-T.vH 
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Oath Sr aj^mationof alhgia 
The Hon’ble Kumar Shjr Shekharkhwar Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Rrajrndra Kihhor Ray Ghaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akun Chandra Sjnha. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Bikkmyre. 

The Hon’blfi Mr. E. B. Eden. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. A. Martin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Z. R. Zahid Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’bic Maulvi Abul Kakem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Ahiiraf Ali Khan Ghaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Rahul. 

The Hon’ble Bahu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All 

The Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

Tlie Hon’ble Bahu Akhil Chandra Patta. 

The Hon’l)le Rai Mahkndra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

The Hoii’ble Bahu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’lde Bahu Kimhori Mohan Ghaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Babu Amhika (’haran Mazumdar. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1, 

OATH OK AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

The Hun’blo Babu Brajondra Kishor Ray Ghaudhuri made an afifirmation 
o( his allegiance to the Crown. 



Qu/BilioM and Amiem. 


m 


LIST OP BUSINES^TEM No. S. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

By the Hon’blo BABU BHABENDHA CHANDRA RAY:- 

* 1. Ib it a fact that, in tlie laHt few yearH, the deaths in the HubdiviBion Alleged hkli 
of Manikgaiij Jar exceeded the births, as a rcBult of heavy morU'ility am ‘“®*'?***^ *"**•"“’ 
infants and an abnoiinally high mortality from fever ? 

The Hon’ldo Mr. DONALD replied 
A statement is laid on the table.” 


Stateinent refetYfd to by the Hon' hie Mr. Donald in his A usurer to Question 
iVo. 1 {starred) asked by (he Hon'bte Babu Bhabendba Chandra RaYi 
at the Council Meeting of the 7 tlt AagusL 1916 , 


Statement showing the number of births and deaths, the infant mortality 
and the number of deatlia from fever in the Manikgani sabdivisiun in the 
years 1911—15. 



1911. 

1912. 

J 

191,3. 

1914. 

1915. 

Number of birtJiR ' ... 

15),853 

19,270 

18,468 

14,.548 

1 

12,892 

Numl)er of deaths 

1(),0(!9 

9,756 

17,418 

26,243 

22J>92 

Infant mortality 

2,08.3 

2,.344 

.3,519 

4,512 

2,909 

Number of deaths from fever 

8.1.3.5 

7,466 

12,758 

22,151 

15,149 


A.//.— The flgiireK for JutHiililo iiicirtnlit) luciiide dcatlii- from fever, und thow for fever luorUlity include (lenthM in infancy. 


By the Hon’ble BABU BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY 

*2. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the tabhi a statement Birth- and deatl 
showing the snb livisions or thanas in the Presidency Division in which the ratwin ihe Pwa 
annual deatli-rate has, in recent years, exceeded the hirth-rnte, :^iving in each Diviaion. 
instance — % 

(a) the number of births (luring each of the last five, years; ami the 
deaths from— 

(0 fever, and 
{it) other causes, 

(luring the corresponding periods ; 

(J) the density of population, and the rate of births and deaths for the 
last five years, as compared with tln^ corresponding figures for 
the rest of the Province ; and 

(c) any special measures which have been, or are being taken in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DONALD replied : — 

** Statements giving the information asked for are laid on the table.” 
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(M Hon'bl# mrnhu Bhmibfitfpa ChaiAfra Ray tha Aunoil " maating of tba Tth 
4Haai#iRlta of tha Imal fl¥o yaara ^xoaadad tha blrth-pataC tqUathop with tha' * 
fba $ifi hia? flva yaara and tha danalty of population^ ato. 
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Quesfiofit An^iren. 


[ 7 th ArcirnT.’ 


Hy tlw llon’blc IJAHIT HilAIIENDKA CHANIHiA likX-^ronchM. 

fh 

B<Tij;nl it, Jiihtricv * \Vi|| the rTttVfniiiifiil in- (n siat(‘ wlial 6'ftrct lias givei» ' 

to tlio n‘Comiii(‘ii(latir)iis matlc hy Air. Swan in liis report on iiirlustricK ? 


** 

The ilon’hlc Mr. 1K)NALI) replifMl : — 

“ The Hon’l)l(' Monihor is ivferreil tti tin; answer piven to Jiahii 
Siirondra Nath Jlancrji in n‘*‘ly to a siinilai question at the meeting 
of the (V)inieil held on the 1311 j Deceniher, 1915. Fiiianeial eonsi derations 
preelude the appointment of a Direetor of ]ijdustne.s at the present time. 
Meanwhile, the indii.stria] f)rob]em in Bengal is being again examined in 
eonneetiori with the inquiries of the Indian Industrial Coninnssion.” 

By the Ilon’l.le TiAlir lUlABKNlMIA CHANHIIA BAY 

Suimidiy.injr (if *4. (</) Are the (lOverniiHMit e<iMsidering the desiralnlity o( subsidizing 
iiiliiHirieH by or guiirant(‘(‘ing a minimum prolit to any industry or imlnstries in the 
W<jvt. rrovinee ? 

{!)) If s(», on what terms will aid be given ? 

The Ilop’ble Mk. DONALD replhMl 

“ (lovernimmt have under eonsi ler.itiou ajipileations fm* (JovtM'iiment 
aid to several industries in Ijongal. They are not }i*l in a position to 
say whether, or on what terms, aid will lie given.” 

By the Ilon’l.Ie BAUD BHABENDBA (MIANDBA BAY - 

Lucul <ulmiuig- ^ Will th(' 0(»vernm(Mit be pleased to Slate whether they have any 
TfttionH and imlnH- information as to vvliat tlie othi*r local administrations an* doing in the 
matter of granting suIj vent ion, or guaranteeing any minimum prolits Uv 
or otherwis(' lielpiiig, any indnstrii's ? 


The lloii’ble Mk. DONALD replied :~ 

‘‘The Hon’hh' M'unber is nderred to the published reports of otlier 
Governmexits. Our Government have no further information.” 


By the llon’ble BABU BHABENDBA CHANDRA BAY 

KconormV poni- * h. (u) Have the (Jovernment considered the recommendations of tho 
ion ill BniKRl. District Administration t lominitti'c in regard t o the economie position ia 
Bengal, particularly of the middle classes ? 

(6) Are the Government taking any action thereon ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the ilesirahility of inviting the 
opinion of public boilies on this question? 

The Hon’ble Mk. DONALD replii'd : — 

*‘Tlie Hon’hle Meml»er is referred to the speech of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Beatson on the Resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharraf 
Husain at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 4th March, 1916.’*' 

By the Hon’ldi* BABU BHABENDBA C11AN1)BA BAY : 

Improviniotii io * 7. What ste[»s, if any, have been taken by the Governincjit during 
*te und Kiiguicanf I t,, improve the cultivation of date and sugarcane, and to 

iJtivatiou. increase the outpul of sugar, both raw and refined, in the Province? 
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The Hon’lile Mk. JvERR replied 

In 1914, soon after t.lie nuiim'ak of the war. Mr. AnneM. tlie A^n‘i- 
cultural (’heniist, was dejmted Iw Clovernnieiit to make a tour of the eastern, 
western and eentral distriets of tlie Presideney to examine tlie possibilities 
of increasing the output of siigai’, and to ad\ise <listnct otlicers and persons 
interested in the industry as to the action to be taken Tliough it was then 
too late to do anything in the ^\ay of increasing the cane sugar croji in 1914, 
it aj)peared that the cultivators in some districts had already realised the 
possilnlities f(*r sugarcane in the following season liujuiries showed that 
owing to the decline of the date-sugar industiw in lecent years, a consider- 
able numlier of date-trees were annually left untap)>ed, and ever\’ endeavour 
was made to encourage the tapping of date-trees on a large scale. The 
measures taken in 1914 were rejieated in 1915 The ari‘a under sugarcane 
is estimated to ha\e increased from 2ls,80(l acres in 191S 14 and in 

liM4-ir) to2il.T50() acres in 1915-16, and the total production of cane-f^///* and 
date-f//// was estimated at 5 ITOdidb cnt. and 1.9s:j,^00 (wt m i915-16. 
compared with 4 ,k 96,5(M) cwt. and 1,947,090 cwt. in 191*4 14. During this 
period the Agricultural Dliemist has nmtinued his iinestigations at the Dana 
Farm of ihe (|ualities of \arious kinds of indigenous and imported canes, 
lie has also iinestigated methods of improving the manufacture and trans- 
^ port (»f jialm sugar, and he lias reiommended a \ery simple and effect i\e 
mefliod of iiiipro\ing the (olleclioii of jialm juice, which is widely practised 
111 Madras, r/c., the spreading vi a thin coat of lime on the inside of the 
jiot. theieby preventing fermentation and increasing the niittiirn of sugar. 
Mr Annett lias also iinestigated the jirocess (d‘ reliiiing sugar, both at tiu' 
TariMir Siigai' ^Vol•k^ and elsewhere Ih* has made practical .suggestions for 
improving the proce^s The IloiTble MemlMU', and all others int(‘restt‘d in 
the ^uiiject. art* rectmiineiidetl to reatl the papei wlnfii Mr. Annett recently 
laid Indore the Provincial Agricnltur.il Assticiation The paper has been 
placed in the Press Rtmm at Palcutt.i." 


Hyrlu' lloiri.lc lUlir JlllA llHNDRA dlAXDllA flAV 

(a’ What is the oiird annurd eon-umpiioii of ‘-iigav, raw and 
letiiiod, 111 llciiual ? 

/o \\ liat jMH’iioii of jt Is jiroiiicrd 111 the c.iiiiif ry and wdial jiortion is 
nii|iori rd from lorcinai eountrics? 

d How many ^iigar fact'»nos i-xlsi ni Hie Province ? 

(h Have ilie ( n)V(‘rnin''i)i any ide.i a'^ t" Hie mimber oi indiLTenous 
sugai refinerms m IJeiigal ? 

file Hon ble Ml:, HtlXALH lejilled — 

'1 hr filial coiisiimi't ion <»t raw and leliii'd. in iJi'iigal is 

estimated at 440,000 tons jier annum 

(/i) t.)! this cjiiantity 7tl pel cent i^ prodmed iii this country and 40 per 
cent. IS imported. 

There are Hiree sugar lactones ni IJeiigal — niie at I'o.ssipore, a small 
concern at Inrpur in fin* district ol .lesson- and one m Kiislitia in Hie district 
of Xadia. 

(d) There are sever, il jietly refiinug concerns engaged in the sugar 
iiidustiy, but (hi\eriir»!eiit aiv not in a p‘-sition to give exact «lctails as to tlicir 
number. 


Hythc Ilonblc lUHlI IHlAliKNDRA rilANDRA RAY :~ 

*9. Arc the ffovri’niijent c«)iisidering the desirability of instil iiiing 
an inquiry as to Hie pos^iLilitirs of reviving indigo cultivation in Rengal, 
particularly iu tbo^^t* areas wbich were at one time umler such cultivation? 


ti 'I -- (I 111 i>iit 
ft<.. I'l Mli.'.il 
Uo.l'il 


j.i \ i\ Jii;: ' i 
fllj... { lilt' wlt"4l 
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Questioni‘ and Anfams. 


[7th Augi;mt, 


Erluuitioii of 
.a(;kwi»nl cluHriuH 
0 Heiigal. 


The Ilon’blu Mi:. KVAili rc-pliod 

“ TIkj pn)lj|cm t)l’ rnviviii^^ indigo is industrial eviMi more tliaii agri- 
cultural. The Hon’ble Member is recomnieiided to bring this T 7 iatter to the 
notice of the l*rovincial (Vmiinittee, which is considering the evidence to be 
placed liefore the Indian Industrial ( Vmiinission ” 


By the Ilon’ble BAIUI BHABKXDUA OllANDKA KAY 

* 10. 0/} \\ ill th(‘ fTrovcrninent be phrased t(» sfat(* the sjiccial steps 

taken during the last three yt'ars for the education of the backward classes 
in Bengal ? 

(li) \\ hai was t he amount of iiion«*y spoit on this account during the 
peri«»d ineiit ioiied ? 


The Ilon’bh* Mi:. IlOKNELL replied : — 

“ ni Ihiring the years 1 to l!Mr)-l() the inlh)Wing steps were 

takc'ii 'A / lor the (‘Xpansion and iinprovtuiirnt o| iMiucalinn ;ininng Sonthals in 
the districts of liankiira. Birbliniii and Mi inaporc. !>, foi the ))ro\ ision of 
furthci fa(‘iliti«'S for the education ol tin- cliil Iren ol labourers (unployiMl in 
tea-gardens, ainl i< - j for tlie education of the chddreii of labourers cinjiloyeil 
in factorii's. 

(A' Soadtal Eduvaiitni. — Tin- measures taken loi the ile\ eln]>nient ol 
(MlueatiMii among the Sonthals included t he inijirovi ment ol »‘.\istiiig SonthaL 
schools by raising tin- pay of the teachers, the establishment of ten m-w 
schools and t he appointnuMit of two assistant siii»-ins])ectors of schools loi 
t he inspt'ct ion ol Sonthal schools. Six special lowei priniaryseholarsliipsior 
Sonthals WiM’i' also created, a training scho(»l at San nga in tin disinrt of 
Bankiira was nia h- a ccMitral sclnn4 for the training Sonthal leacln-rs. ami a 
grant was nia<le for tin* payment of the fees of Sonthal bi>ys attending 
ordinary jirimary si*hools. 

The annual cost of the scinune, which camo into op.-ration in IPlo-Ki, is 
Bs. UbJa". In addition to this, KjK‘C‘ial annual grants aggregating Ivs. l),tH)i) 
a v«*ar an* made for Sonthal tulucalion. 

Jli Tit f‘ (‘f I fir (lilt a of the children of ltth>nirrr,s nnidof/ed in fctt-tjordenn . — 
A scluMue lor the expansion of etlucalioii among thiM-hildn-n ollabourers 
in the tea-gardens of Jalpaigiiri was «lrawn uj) by the Eastern Bengal 
and Assam (iovt'i'iinieiit in lltlth and t<*n sclioels were establi^lnsl by 
it, which an* maintained at an annual cost of Ks. l.MSO. In pursuance of 
this sclieine. 3b new schools were built toward.^ the eii I ol last year with a 
(loverniueiit grant (»f Ks. ^^L^ab. The reeurring c^>^1 ol these schools will 
In- Ks. l,:‘»()S a year. 

Th(- schools in the tea e.stale^ of Darjeeling are mostly under the 
management of the Scott ish .Mis.sion. and tTov<-rnmeni maki- an annual grant 
of Ks. l.olHt to tlnmi. For some years past Government liavi- also made a 
grant of Ks. S.ool' ]) er annum to a school forjhe training j)f ])rimarv school 
teachers for hill schools, which was eidianci'd last yi-ar by Ks. SIO in ordei 
to provide more stiiimids for in training. A capital grant of Ks -Sot) 

was at the same time made for tin- (‘'iui])ment of the training school. 

The Education of Ftfctonj Lhildrrn . — This (piestion was discusseil 
in cimfeivncc with reim^sentativt'S of the juic mills. The Indian dub' Mills 
Association was consiilteil as to the measures that should be taken, ami an 
ohicei was placed on special duty wh«» prepared a scheme. This sclnuiie. 
whi<*li has been apiiroved by Goverinmuit. provides for the establishment of D 
schools e.xclusively for the education of cliihlren of mill-hands at an initial 
tMst of K:v '‘^'i’dlbli and an annual n*ciirring expenditure of Ks 6.480 The 
preliminary action m'cessary for the initiation of the scheme is being taken. 
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1916 .] 


atvi AnufreTs. 


Till* Hoii hit' Mii. HOl^XP^LL n‘jiIiLMl — coucluded. 

[h] A statomoiit Hliiiwinprtht'tolal rxptmilifuro on llu‘ ol’ tlu* 

backward ulasst\^ lor each year of the Irienniiim is ^jiven htdow — 




Kh. 




sunl‘^ exfliidt' fhi-cost df '^chnlarships ri‘siM*ved bir nienihers of (he 
backward classf.s." 


Hythr Hdii’hlr llAUr AMIilKA (MlAIlAX MAZrMi»AIl — 

* 11. 'ji‘ tlip Mioditi.Ml schi'iiir ivh'rn-d to by llir Ibin’I.I,. Mr. Lyon 
in his last liiiduvl speech diiror in any respt'cl Ironi'thal (‘.mtaiiMMl in 'l ho 
dovt'rnniont ilosoliii ion piihlished upon ihe Daoea I Aiivt'rsii v Coninilltei^’s 
Iloporl of IDli^y 

(A Ij so, aro ihc (bivcriiiji.-ni consi Irrino- i In* di‘siral>dity of puhlishiinv 
lln- niodifiod schi'ine for till' iidorinalion of iIh‘ jnihlie y 


Tin* lion l.h‘ Mu. flOlJNKLL n pln‘d 

^ o) Tin- ni.Hlilied sehrme in.'nlioned hyllir Ilon'hl,. Mi. Lymi in his 
last Rudo'ct spe(‘cli difTcrs from that refcrivd to in thi‘ ivsolutiini nrordi^d bv 
Jooernincni on the report (d‘ tin* Dacca rni\(‘rsit\ ronimitlcc. As cxplairicil 
Ip the Ilon’ble Mr. Lyon, the cost of the latter schenu' ainminls to about .VJ 
lakhs, u hcrcas the cost of the niodihed .scheme is Hs :i\4(),0()(> and Ms execnt ion 
mII nit*rt*l\ hi‘ th(‘ prcliniinar\ to carrying out tlic larger scbcnn* rccononeiided 
-bv tiie Dacca I ’niversity Committee 

(A) I he nioditied scheme pno i(h‘s lor the follow mtt institutions w hicb will 
torai the iiucleiisnf the ( 'nutu’sitv 

Dacca Lollej^c, 

Ja^^annath Lollep*, 

Muliammadan Lolle<:e, 

Women’s ('ollcoe. 

Teachers' (ollef^e, 

I .aw Dejiartnieiit , 

Ih'j-artimMit of Medical Studies and 
Depart mmit of Islamic Stndn'.- 

“fuller institiition-i, such a*’ the ru*w ('olleii'c, th" Lnuint'cvino CoHeuf and iho 
1 department of Sanskntic Studies, which arc included in tin* complete s heme, 
have liad to be omitted, ow iijo to the iinancial position The const rui't loi, of 
Imildiiio for the Muliammadan (’ollep* will bt* po.stpoij*-d until funds are 
a\ailab]ef(.rtlieinau”uratioiiof thelar^r,.,.sehenn*,and it will be accommodated 
lor the present in the old Secretariat building The /oolonieal, I ‘hvsiolonical 
and Anatomical laboratories iiave afsi. In*en omitted lor tin- pivsi-nt, but it is 
hoped to find temporary accommodation for them, peiidiicj the const ruction id 
separate buildin^^s ” 

Bytheil..n’blc JLVBr AMMIKA LlIAIiAX MAZl^MDAK -- 

* I'J. {nj A dl till* fiovt'riiiiieiil l»r pb'ascd to stale wLct I m'I- tin Iclo.sIh- n. -isl.iii - 
tivc ('iiactmciit w'liieh w’ill be required for the establislin.imi of the jirojjosed Mi. 
University at Dacca is fo hr iiMroluced in the Supreme or in the Local 
Leirislative Council? ' 

1 iHi La, 

'h) [fill the latter, will the Govru-nnifuit be jiloased to slate when such 
a measure is likely to be intnxluced ? 
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Qufstmis anil Ansmrs. 


[7th AroHST, 


I J iirri'Kt 
Kxc’in- 
Hpclor 


Tlu* Hon’blo Mk. HORNKLL rcpIieJ 

" ff/) Air (A) L(^^;islation for the Ihioea University will be introduced 
in the Ini])eria] Council. The Government of Bengal have received no official 
inl'ornialion as to the date when it will he introduced.” 

By the Hnn'hh* BABU AMBIKA (;ilAkAN MAZUMDAB:- 

'i'> *.wi * ^^0 Are the Govf*rnm(;nt awarr tliat, on the night of Thursday, the 

Silh In- 8th dune last, an Excise Siih-Jnsj)eclor, Mr. Manley, with the help of two 
other jj(*rson8, arrested a Madrasi gentleman. Mr. M. 1\ .Meiiuii, in Chuna- 
pukur Lam*. Calcutta, ami on tin* latter j)rotesting his innocence and 
inquiring about the cause of his arrest, the said Excise Sub-Inspector 
assault(*d him. causing injuries on his person with a stick and with blow's ? 

(A) Is it a fact that the Police officer in charg(* of tlip Muchipara thana, 
Mr. S. Chatterjee, after inquiry, found the arrest to liave been wrongful and 
improj)er? 

(r) Is it alsfj true that he sent Mr. Menon to tin* Medical Gollegc when* 
his injuri'‘s W(‘re (‘Xamined ? 

\t/} Isittruelhal on tin* m‘Xt day Mr. Menon, upon his ap]»earaiice 
beiore Mr. Bird, tin* P(»lic(* Commissioner, w\as dischargiul by that offic(‘r. who 
exfiressed liis regn*t that In* was unable to give him any further n'dress ? 

'/') M hat aeiion (jj any^ has the ( 'omniissioner o| Excise taken with 
regard to tin* condu<*l of ihe Excist* Su b-lnsp(*etr>r in this casi* ? 

'J) An* the Government eoiisiih'ring the <lesirability of making an 
imiuiry into t In* niait*'r ^ 

The lion lile .Mu l)t)^'AIJ^ re])iie(l • — 

"'a) Goveriiiiient are aware that on }!n> night ol Thursday, tin* 8tli 
finin' last, an Excise Siili-lnspeel or, Mr. Manley, with the In'IpofuvoSergeaiits 
of l^)lict‘, arrested ‘i Madiasi gentleman, Mr M. P Menon, in Chunajmkur 
Lane, Galeiitla It is not the ease, and Mr. Menon lias not alleged, that in* 
was assanll(‘d by tin* Exeisi* Suh- 1 n-<peetor in tin* manner deseribed. 
Api lareiitly there was a seiiffh* in whieb Mr Mt‘non assaulted the Sergeant of 
police ;M!d |iims(*lf rei't*i\ed slight injuries. 

(A) Tlie Police Officer in charge of the Mueliipara thana found the eas^ to 
lie uiie (d mistaken identity 

(c) Mr Mmioii was sent to the Me<lieal (hdlege Hospital, where he v\as 
atleiidt'd to. Ills injuries eoiisi.sted of * one small contusion on the inner side 
of the li'fl si(h* of tin* upper Iip ' 

[d) The Deputy rommissioiier ot I’oliee disi-hargi'd Air. AJeiion. Ue did 
not expre.ss regret that he was unahle to gi\e liini any further redress, hut 
informed him tliat he could lake action in tViurt if he so desired. 

(r) No action has been taken. 

(/) Government made an iiiqiiirv into the matter as soon as the case was 
brought to their notice and fcmml that the facts w’ere as follows : — 

Mr. Alaiiley, a Sub-Inspector of Exeist*, proceeded to arrest some cocahie 
st‘lli*rs. lie arr(*sted one man hut was assaulted by a erowM and was compelled 
to relt‘ase bis jirisoner At this time Air. Alenoii, a Aladrasi gentleman, w’as 
[ueseiit looking on. The Excise ollicer went and obtained police assistance. 
When he it*iurned In* found Air. Alenon still standing about and placing his 
hand mi liis shoulder said, ‘ ] saw’ this man there.' It would have been better 
if Air. Alanley bad been more explicit, but Government are satisfied regarding 
liis good faitli. As it was, Air. AleDon became indignant, a souffle ensued, in 
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the course of which Mr. Meiion struck the Sergeant with his walking-stick, 
while he himself was slightly injured as descrihed in the answer iu (eV Mr 
Menoii was taken to the police-station, hut inquiry soon sliowed that although 
he was present when the cocaine seller was unlawfully rescued from ('ustooy 
and although he ai>parently ga\e no help to the authorities, yet he had taken no 
part in the rescue. In the circumstances, he was discharged without actum 
being taken in respect of the .sciiflle ht‘tween him and the Sergeant " 


Hythc H.m’hIcliABr AMIJIKA (HIARAX MAZrMDAlI.- 

*14. (f/) Have till' ^MW't'rnmciit retM-ivrd a imunonal from Hr. Xan'iuira 

S‘d\\\ ('liakravarti. a medical praclilioncr in ralculta and an Honorary p..],/,. i, .|ii 
Magislrate of Scram]v)re, conijilaiiiing oi Ins alleged wrongful arresi at Howrah 
on the I “til duly, l!)Jo. hy Inspector Indra Lalla Sachar of tho (T»»vi'rnnieiit 
Kailw'ay Holice, Handel, and of I lie acuuitial ol the said Inspeelor in a ease 
l)rought against, him for such arrest hy the sai*! Dr. (diakravarti in the (Joiirt 
of the {Suh<livisional Officer of How'rali ? 

ib) Are the alli^gaii(/ns contained in the said nieiuorial suhstaniially 
correct ? 

(c) Is It trui' that. ( n the 17lh St‘pteinher, HHo. the Siihdivisional Officer 
of H<»wrah at first dismisst‘d the complaint ol Dr. tdiakravarti undei 
section of I he ('ode of ('riininal iVocedure on tin* ground that ihe 
District Magistrate of llowTah hail already remarked in connecrion wdth 
another case that the conduct of Mr. Sachar in Ihe mattei of this arrest was 
not Idamew'orthy ? 

o/i Is it true that the Sessions Judge of How'rah (Ui tin* iiihid Deceinher. 

HH5, ijuashed the said onler ol dismissal under s«‘ctioii of the (.'ode ol 

( nniinal Proetvlure and onhu-ed a regular trial ol Di. Ohakravart I’s cas(‘. on 
the ground (hat the District Magistrate ^ rtunarks in his executive capacity 
in .anoiher case ought not to lia\e iiillueneed the Siilxiivisional Officer in 
the disposal of Dr. (ihakravarti's c >mplaint ? 

'c Is it triH' that Dr. (Jiakravarti’s ease was then tried hy ihe same 
Suh livisional Officei w'ho had disniisM-d it on the J7th Sepleiiiher ? 

[fj Is it a lact that the Suhdi visional Ollicri found that Inspeeioi 
Sachar did ai n^st Dr. I ’liakraNiUti on the ITlhJiily. 1 IHo. and furthei remarked 
that tile accu.sed Inspeelor should not ha\e d'-nied tie lact oi arri‘St and 
that '■ he should hi* sony lor what happene | well-ncMiiing wiliiess. vi/.. 
the complainani ’ ? 

(f/' Is It true that ai'l"r the above tinding tic* Suh li\ I'-i'jiial Offic.-r 
accpiiited the said ln^j)eeior on the lind Ma\ la'^t V 

7/1 Ha.< any notice ht*.-n taken ')! th ■ c );i luc: oi In^pe-ioi Saeliai in thi" 
cas<- y 

i Has Mr, Saehar temlere I any aj>ology either lo the trying M.igistiaie 

Ol to Dr. ('liakravarti ? 

^ J) Will the Oovernment he jileased \ > stale wlnuher they are eonsidor- 
ing tile Jesirahility of making any impiirie.. into the matter? 


Tlie Hon'hle Mu. KERR replied 

* A memorial, dated the loth July, has heen received from Dr. Chakra- 
varti and is now' under the oonsideratitm ol (iovernment. Pending a tleoibion ^ 
on the memorial. G<wernmeiu are not prepares! to make a-itatemeiil regard- 
ing the facts of the case.’ 
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By the Hon’ble BABU AMBIKA OHaIrAN MAZUMDAfi - 


AdmisMion of 
HtudcritB into the 
Sibpur Engiiiuer- 
iof ColK'gc. 


* 15. Will tli(3 Government be pleawed to state — 

(i) how many applications were made during the last session for 
. admission into the Sibpur Engineering College by students 
** qualified for sncli admission * 


(ii) how many of them were admitted into thaft'cllege ; and 

(«<) how many of the boy^ admitteil into the (V)llege during the last 
session belonged to the Dacca Division ? 


..«e Hon’ble Mif. HORNELL replied : — 

“ Complete statistics for the Apprentice Departin(‘nl cannot be given, as 
no record has been kept of applications sent in after the latest date fixed for 
their receipt. All who were qualified and applied in tinu‘ were admitted, there 
being soino 70 adniissifnis in all. (.hit of 78 applicants for admission to the 
Engineering Department, 25 were admitted, of whom 4 cam(‘ from the Dacca 
Division.” 


By the Honb’le BABU AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR 
AdraiHMoii of * 16. Will the Government be pleased to state — 

Htudentf) into the 

Scima. (/) how many aiipHcations W(‘re made during tli(‘ last session for 

admission into the Calcutta Medical Colh^ge by students 
• qualified for such admission ; 

(//) how many of them were admitted into the f'ollege ; and 

[Hi) how many of the boys admiltiHl into the (V)llege during the last 
session biJonged to the Dacca Division ? 


TJie Hoirble Mr. DONALD replied 

(0 “ Seven hiimlred and twtmly. 
(//) One hundred and sixtv-tuo. 
(///) Fifteen.” 


By the Hoiriile BABU AKJllL CHANDRA^ DATTA 


Nuniln'i of 
UK dinil ^tlull■utH. 


* 17. Will the Government be ]»leased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the number ol students on the rolls of the Calcutta Medical College, 
the Calcutta Campbell Medical School and the Dacca Medical School from 
the time of their estaldishineiit down to the end of the year 1915 ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. DONALD replied 

*' A stateip^int i» laid on the table giving, figures fot the years for which 
particulars are available.” 
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^^ 6 .] 


Questtormand Answer^ 


Staiemni referred io hy HorJ^le Mr. Donald tn his answer to Question 
Xo. [starred) asked hy the Honble Baku Akhil Chandra Datta, at 
the Council Meeting of the 7th Augiist, 1916, 


Year. 

Medira) 

Collttse 

Campbell Mediral 
Schdul. 

Dueva Medical 
SchonI 

18!>8-99 

595 

256 

144 ' 

1899-19(H) 

5(>9 

291 

1?6 

19(K).01 

... 502 

296 

16J 

1901-02 

477 

271 

183 

1902-03 

... 576 

290 

178 

1J103-04 

613 

286 

175 

1904-05 

50.3 

313 

204 

1905-06 

5(KI 

270 

193 

1906-07 

493 

209 

195 

1907-08 

492 

195 

213 

1908-09 

509 

275 

211 

1909-10 

590 

288 

239 

1910-11 

617 

290 

201 

1911-12 

675 

341 

242 

1912-13 

719 

346 

211 

1913-U 

808 

361 

229 

1914-15 

872 

382 

274 

1915-16 

937 

381 

254 


By the Hon’blc BABU AKHIL ClIANDKA DATTA — 

* 18. Will the Government be pb'asod to state — hopoTtion ut 

lucdical 

(0 the number of registered iiu*dical practitioners in Bengal 
and their profKU’tion to the number of villages thtn’oin, 
and 

(ii) the percentage of the entire population of Bengal, who live 
within the proximity of places where they can obtain 
the bem.'tits imxlern medical and surgical scienco ? 


The Hoirble Mu. DONALD replied — 

“ (z') One thousand eight hundred and nin(‘ty three medical 
practitioners have been registerefl uj) to date, ('nlculating according to the 
number of villages shown in tlie Census RejKut for 1911, there is one registered 
practitioner for every 63 villages. 

(//) There are throughout the Province 602 disjiensaries open to the public 
and it is believed that all the inhabitants of Bengal live wdthiri 15 miles of a 
medical institution of this kind.” 

By the Ilon’ble BABU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA — 

*19. [a] Will the Govcriiiiif’iit be pleased to state whether their atten- ik iohikI for 
*tion has been drawn to the fact that the number of qualihod medical 
practitioners in Bengal is far below the requisite number? uoiwihui (npa. 

(6) Is there aiijr reason for this paucity of qualified doctors ? 

(c) Is it a fact that this paucity is due not to the want of demand on the 
part of the peopte for medical, education, but to the inadequate provision for 
such education ? 
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By the Hon1)le BABU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA-e»ncW<?rf. 

(d) Ib it a fact that stuJeuls with much higher University education 
than before are now found anxious to go in for medical education ? 

{c) Has it come to the notice of Government that there is a great and 
daily-increasing demand for medical education in Bengal ? 

(/) What stops, if any, liave the Government taken to meet this demand 
during the last fifty years ? 

{g) An* the Government aware of the general feeling that exists that 
the existing medical institutions, including the newly-started Belgachia 
Mpdi(;al College, are not sufficient to moot the demand which now existfi for »- 
medical education and for ihe turning out of a large number of qualitied 
d(X)torR ? 

(A) Are the (jovernment considering tln^ ilesirability of starting addi- 
tional medical schools and colleges in Bengal ? 


The Hon’ble Mk. DONALD replied 

19. “ (a) The answer is in the aHirinative. 

(/>) The number of institutions providing modern medieal education m 
Bengal is very limited, and the number of applicants for admission far exceeds 
the accommodation. 

(r) The answer is in the affirmative. 

((/) The answer is in the alFirmative. 

(r) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(f) The Medical College, Calcutta, winch was e.^ablishcd in has 

been greatly improved and extended during the last oO years The Camphell 
Medical School, Calcutta, was establi‘sln*d in and tin* Dac'ca Medical 
School was estaldished in 1H74. and these institutions have also been eiilai-ged 
and improved from time t^)time. 

(a) The answer is in the allirmative. 

(h) The answer is in the affirmative. The Go\ernmeiit are not in a 
povsilion to sQ])ply unaided from its revenues im^Jical sclmols and colleges to 
meet the demands for medical education. The pnuisioii of such facilities 
must in this country as in all other countries be left in a large measure to private 
effort.” 


By the Hon’ble BABU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA 


Nmiilx'r oC iippi'i 
ii.il piiiMju^ 

icliools in IVrigal. 


* 2(1. Will till' Govorniiu’iil ho ploasotl to lay on tlio tal'lo a I'omiiarativo 
Hlatoiuoiit showing tlio niiiuhor ol upper .aiulJowor primary sclioiJs, ami the 
total numhor of iniiiils attomling such schoi>ls. in eaoli district of the 
I’residoucy and the granta-in-aid imado by Ihe (lovernment and the District 
Boards in each district ami the different purposes for which thi' grauts-iii-aid 
were spent during the last five years (191 


The Hon’ble 11 R. HORN ELL replied 

'* Statements giving the infortuation asked for are laid on the table. 
The grants"in*aid given by Governmi'nt wt'ro utilised foi"*” 

{!) the maintenance of primary schools for hoys and girls directly 

)n:iTi.'V0'iwI bv G«u'nrniiu‘nl ! 
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191t.] QaestionA and Answers, 

The Hon’ble Mr. HORNELL replied — concluded, 

(2) aid to primary aohools in Khan Mahal areas ; 

(3) aid to special primary sehools for backward ^'lasses such as 

Sonthals, the cliildnMi i»f labourers employml in tt'a-^ardens, 
etc. ; and 

(4) the enhancement of the pay of r(*aehors in aidt*il boys’ primary 

sc1u:m)1s in Municipal and non-lioard areas, 'riie grants-in-aid 
^iv(*ii by the District iJoanls were spent on I be following 
objects : — 

(21 Aid to l) 03 ’s’ and girls’ primary schools. 

[2) The maintenanee of Board primary schools f<n* boys and 

girls. 

(3) The enhancement of 1 111* pay of te.ndnn’s in boys’ aided 

jirimary sidiools within areas under the control of 
l)istriet Boards.” 
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STATE 

Stattmant rafai»rad to by tlia Hon'bla Mr. Hopnall In hlo anowop to question 
Mooting of tha 7tl| August 1916 ohOMrlng the numbopof Ppimapy Sohoolo In oaob 
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No. 20 (otorrad) ookod toy tho Hon'tolo Batou Ahhil Chandra Datta at the Counoll 
diotrlet of tho Proaldonoy of Bendal during tho flvo yoaro lOli-lB to 1018-16. 
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Questions and Answers. 


[7th August, 

STATE 


8tiit«m«iit pafarrMl to by tho Hon'blo Mp. Hopnoll In his anowop to quootlon 
Counoll mooting of tho 7th Auiuot ohowlng tl^o numbop of Pupllo 

dupIng tho llvo yoapo 
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260 j 

0,010 

10 

RHklllKBIII 



IJ.IM.' 

71.176 

1,6 1 ^ 

10. 1*,.' 

1 

' 0,7.52 

74,3(1 

8-1 

11,089 




Total .. 

40, 85.7 

, '.'I'a.ilo 

1 

.’.167 , 

' ] 

1 

rfO.usf^ 1 

j ^ 

1 3J,7riO I 

' 1 

i 

210. Jl 

1 

1 2, .503 

03,441 

! 

17 

(nililUKoiiK 



7,3% 

2t,0hO 

1 1 
1 1 
1 

! 

C.14I 1 

-| 

1 6,678 

3J,028 

462 

1 6,900 

18 

Nottkl.ali 


. 

b,7:.; 

3'< y,i 

! KtO 1 

P l-tJ ' 

1 1 

' 0,084 1 

30,873 

106 

0.868 

19 

ripiiria . 



10."38 

J-'.O-JK 

I 

18 247 j 

B,977 1 

04.817 

104 

13,107 

39 

UhltiHi^onH Mill liHi'N 

886 

i 1..'06 

! 6 

1 


8’.'6 j 

1.371 

26 

48 




Tot.il 

80,317 

■ lll.70'.‘ 

7s0 

i 

■27, WJ ! 

21 D6o 1 

i 

1 '28.8. 8 , 

78H 

98.333 






! 



1 i 




31 

Bajaluhi ... 


. 

3,947 

! *81.036 1 

'.'.17 

1 

9.H0J , 

1 1 

3,731 j 

8*1.773 { 

*.70 

9,100 

U 



. 


i I4.H.8 

! . 

830 

1.8P0 ' 

1 

14.770 


1,008 

13 

Dluftipiir 




.4.0 In 

1 J..084 ! 

! 

1,780 

3.118 1 

86.383 


1,030 

34 

lUiiRpui .. 


... 

6,162 

, .18.338 , 

; 147 

8 7**8 

0 070 

33 870 

, 270 

9,774 

30 

Pabiiu 




6.063 

' 17.802 

, -1 

4.i'o: 

6,6J0 , 

17, 7 VO 

330 

0,077 

M 

Rt«<H ... 


• 

\7S0 

1 I7.jy6 


6.S26 

3.661 1 

18,837 

' « 

6.767 

97 

Maliiu 



•.'.pro 

1 

' 70 ' 

1.306 

3.116 

11.032 

73 

1,381 

38 

Darjaeliiitf 




oto 

1.87 1 

i "'j 

J7*J 

! 

.wP 

! 

3,814 

106 

1 ' 

UH 




Tn(i»l 

'JP.OOO 

14e.4b2 

' 1,021 1 

81,863 

j 2H,?00 ! 

146,672 

1 1.1510 

91,iU 


Total loi 1 111* Pritiidi>u>'y . ' liHi.178 
. 1' 

H7*J,I01 

1 

1 13,064 ' 

i 

l3ri.44J 

1 irp.soo ! 

866,768 

; 13433 

1 

1 149,900 
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1916.1 

MENT II 


NO. SO (otwraO) ooHod by ths Hon'blo Oabu Akhll ChoiMiro Dotta: at tho 
prtmoi*» SOboolo In onoh cHotrtot.of tiio Proaldonoy of Bongal 
ioii<ia to lOW'io. 


191S-H. 


" 1914-16. 

1 


1015-1 


Bor<. 

aiHLS. 

U<JYi. 

(4IUMI. 1 

Bi»Yh. 

G 1111,8. 

Uppor 
Priuisr) . 

Luwtr 

Prlmor). 

Dppor 

Primary. 

PriDi iry. 

UpiMt 
Priitiar). 1 

Priiiiar}. 

Uppor 

rrliiur>. 

Lower 
PriiiM y. 

Upiwr 

l^nwi'r 

Pilmtrv. 

Uppi* 

riiiii iiy. 

Lownr 

Pilinsr). 

96 

11 

__ ^ 

11 

" 1 

14 

16 j 

16 


IK 

19 

60 

91 

9,161 

M,697 

100 

6.747 

8,108 

33,)O.I 

83 

6,309 

U065 

68,938 

112 

8,67) 

6.660 

10.472 

161 

1,48U 

4.6*3 

17,18) 

i« 

1.339 

4.376 

21,9)0 

139 

9.281 

7,MG3 

24.6H6 j 410 

l.'iS8 

7,337 

92.649 

970 

1,701 

7,439 

20,104 

361 

1,614 

10.766 

61,176 1 1.031 

1,916 

6<),423 

78.6 10 

811 

4 1164 

90,329 

83.361 

738 

3,347 

6.736 

3),6IK 

666 

6,U06 

6.693 

66,141 

664 

6.919 ' 

6,041 

29,771 

8)0 

3.181 

4.9UI) 

64,430 

1.US6 

6,614 

4,610 

24.814 

1,199 

6.4H7 1 

6,760 

61,8.17 

I.II6 

6.914 



l),796 

196,876 

3.397 

16,600 

61,874 

192,460 

3.66 

16,039 • 

32 16.1 

919,012 

3 .iS9 

19.182 



K.7UI 

67,693 

1,013 

7,916 

8.764 

6H.013 

1.0)6 

7,899 

8.614 ^ 

67.439 

1.04) 

7,882 

6,6iS 

16,167 

MJO 

8.791 

6.861 

1).670 

3)1 

3,749 

5.'376 , 

1),7U4 

423 

t.oOO 

6.136 

13.316 

)77 

1,740 

7,064 

16.306 

6''6 

1.KI5 

6.397 

1.1 230 

613 

2,061 

6,906 

67.1)6 

914 

1,690 

6.961 

3i,4!H 

247 

.4 7 )1 . 

6,490 

94.911 

IS) 

.1,6)3 

1 7,3)6 

91.887 

661 

3.966 

8,133 

37,617 

964 

4,003 

7,458 

96,983 

•274 

4,206 

1 37,967 

1 

163.034 

2, '.*34 

60,981 

14,74.4 

lil,7«J 

9,520 

61.207 

15.06) 

147,867 

9,183 

61,8 i6 

1 6.6jn 

7 660 

1 3,6'»8 

6 167 

6.06'.( 

7.218 

1.514 

6.61 1 

9.109 

14 479 

4,094 

8.)I9 



j 2.610 

7,)6(l 

I.99H 

3,367 

6.039 

7,648 

3,514 

6.341 

8,199 

14,479 

4,024 

4.*»19 

'.1.368 

41,686 

772 

H,477 

9,410 

41.479 

1 

930 

30,551 

9.2H2 

4 MOD 

1)4 

' 20.311 

1 6.641 

66,43) 

149 

11,213 

6,661 

63.972 

317 

16,31 . 

5,019 

67.607 

1'3S 

j 20,1171 

6,026 

.41,914 

930 

1(1.61'* 

j .-'..lOK 

37..4)4 

' 68 

11.2-6 

5.217 1 

)8,)ll 

97 

11,943 

j " H,77i 

76,89U 

683 

16,936 i 1 411 

7 Mil 

741 

II 311 

H,576 ; 

81,6)1 

6-2 

1).370 

3.1,77; 

613. 17 1 

2,144 

66,110 

30,178 


. 2, 40f. 

10 J. 117 

21,734 

337,632 

3,138 

r;;1.3l9 

1 

i 

36.01(1 

466 

1,066 

),379 

3,4,'*13 

17H 


i 

1 

5.417 j 

.V3,2i'2 

412 

9.4)7 

! 

39,717 

|(I0 

9,1)6 

1.211 

43.7*6 

111 

V.'*57 

3.7)8 ' 

43.013 

73 

■),8‘17 

1 

1 H.-llS 

66.969 

921 

13.161 

7.;r.i 

63 311 

213 

r.,6'W 

7.3 >6 ' 

63,308 

193 

14,870 

636 

I.4J1 

67 

104 

2)7 

1,614 

11 

6i 

277 

l.)l) 

9) 

HI 

1 

1 19,061 

li'MH 

168 

31,178 

l<.H7« 

111.611 

707 

34.949 

16,818 

' 117.327 

705 

61.077 

1 

1 - 

1 

1 • 



3.841 

21,539 

2)6 

3.013 1 

3,3'>9 

! 

1 24.136 

117 

3,491 

1 

i 



1,971 

I6.9J'3 

* 

1,030 

1.196 

16.996 

a 

1.391 

1 

... 



3.82) 

S »,883 

a 

9,392 

3.688 

3 i.38'i 

a 

8,400 


j 



6.310 

37,631 

231 

4,61'f • 

4.967 

87,7)3 

1 470 

4,979 


... 



4.947 

16,906 

414 

6, 729 

4.7(i8 

17,364 

3)) 

7,065 


1 



3 041 

11,656 

73 

7,'»97 j 

4.'3ll 

1 18.797 

! 74 

7 0'3l 


! 


... 

2,577 

19,006 

» 

1 2,01) 

6.067 

1 16,815 

• 

3,364 

j ... 

i - 

- 

... 

311 

4,350 

296 

907 ' 

277 

1 1,144 

1 

330 

941 

i 

UMl 

, 149,606 

■| 

! 1.336 

23.866 

66,498 

1 157,638 

■ 1.93H 

27,903 

1 64.713 

1 

1 166,619 

1,316 

31,718 

i 

1 171,664 

t 

1 863.966 

1 

I" 13.166 

1 

16t.80fl 

164,131 

. 849,544 

11,495 

2>)S30« 

j 

1 159.7;) 

918,399 

; 14 031 

186.635 


am lld^ aTiiltliie 
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Questions and Ansxcers, 


[7tii A^fursT 

STATE 


8tat«m«nt refarpad to oy tha Hon'tola Mr. Hornoli In hlo anowop to question 
Oounoll meetind of the 7th Auguet 1016, ahowlitg the omolint of gpante-^ 

the five yeopo 




So. Namk uF DiKndCi. 


iiuTB. 


(iJlILS. 


B0Y8. tilRLI. 




Upi^r 

Lowor 

rp|K>r 

Lowtr 

Dppar 

Lowtr 

Ufipar 




Ttimat}. 

I’rintiir). 

Ptltuarj. 

Primal}.' 

Primary. 

Pilitiarji 

Pitiuary. 

1 P linarj. 

1 


8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 



R». 

Ra. 


111 

R,. 

lt« 

Ra. 

• Ba. 

1 1 Buidwan 

8, 787 

l.OfiS 

577 

1 284 

8.021 

1,080 

8»0 

1.417 

2 

liirMiuni 

1,}72 

4.110 

478 

1.605 

1.852 

4,685 

812 

1.17# 

3 

Btiikura 

2.I7» 

755 

1.652 

217 

2.467 

B41 

1.605 

252 

4 

Mldiikpote 

5,878 

4,22: 

1,427 

2,1(0 

5, sal 

4,952 

1.495 

^ 1,594 

5 

Ho<*glily 

8.87» 

848 

1,528 

4, 829 

2.110 

112 

J,HS6 .* 

4,869 

6 

Howtah 

l.t€b 

14 

1.846 

h5s 

1.854 

27 

2.4b6 

425 


Inlal 

17.5S4 

1(1,784 

7t.7 

12.742 

16 517 

11,907 

l‘.2M 

10,091 

7 

^4*J'.i'Fniintf 

C.UbS 

8,4G0 

4.311 

12,575 

5,4b7 

3.570 

4,600 


8 

Nutlit 

4,b24 

246 

42 

4,459 

4.359 

228 

* 

4,401 1 

'J 

Miiihliliiutiad 

4,»Sli 

.180 

943 

8,39h 

4.837 

345 

K72 

3,749 

10 



6 2«8 

116 

1,2;2 

921 

5,279 

41. 

1,175 

8b7 ! 

11 

Kluniia •• 

8,^2I 

m 

744 

i,r,5') 

8.2»K 

85J 

052 

1,517 1 












Total 

J4.O80 

5,tUI 

6.2K2 

2.<(,UU3 

23,160 

5,2i»« 

7,499 


IJ» 

{'AUn't» 

2.5Hfl 

5.4117 

I2,MI2 

7.019 

2.625 

4.421 

12.785 



Uoial 

2,iH 

5,9(17 

I2.h 2 

7,919 

2,025 

4,421 

12,7-6 

U.bBs 

IS 

Daica 

l.hSb 

U4 

... 

4,861 

1,715 

187 

052 

2,227 

14 

Ujmi'bciiipli 

3,121 

1 250 

j h5«l 

1. !(>.-( 

j 2,481 ! 

! 262 

767 

J.US-* 

lb 

j-'mldiuir 

.’.218 

930 

i H7 

1 1,881 

j 2,198 

920 

i 071 

iBfcO 1 

le 

BakarKRiij 

2»74 

1 3,291 

1 

1 1 626 



1 769 

1 

2,883 

8,840 

1 1,057 

1 1 


lo-Rl 


1 4,023 

! 4,129 

1 

8.174 

0 277 ' 

' 4,729 ) 

' 

i 4, 127 

' 1 

i i 

I '),712 j 

1 1 

17 

(’lilttHRoimr 

3. ('Ml 

R.tll 

1 M, 

731 

' 2.646 ' 

1 

3.944 

1 

1 

1 715 

j 

1.«49 

IH 

Koakhall 

l.SbO 

l.lbV 


AOi.1 

1 1,413 

! 1.622 

1 200 

2,233 

JV 

TlM«ia ... 

2,2bb 

914 

600 

3,: 93 

2.103 

732 

1.220 

J.227 1 

20 

(hlttikiroiiK lllllTlal't^ 

2U8 

H.514 

1 

*' 

Tr.7 

2.110 

8.564 1 

1 I 

896 j 

' ] 

432 1 

j 


Total 

b,7ib 1 
! 

H,.>3h 

1 

1,143 

1 

6.752 

8,272 1 

14,862 

2.581 

7,641 

21 

Ra>lial i 

1,051 

^3 

765 

618 

i 

1,107 

48 

1,065 

627 

22 

Jalialguil 

S,18b 


• 

60.( 

2,111 

4.1. 

t 

1.226 

S3 

Diuajpur 

I.OIH 

185 

c 

445 

1,040 

150 

• 

441 

24 

Rangpur 

1,«I7 

• 

624 

578 

1,484 

2 

1,005 

141 

Sb 

Tabiia 

780 

; 818 

20 

688 

722 

1 m 

10 

658 

8« 

Bogra 

555 

! 411 

800 

2,180 * 

576 

470 

• 

2,867 

87 

Malda 

7(0 

1 025 

180 

i 

888 

689 

452 

600 


DarjwUng 

1.562 

1 18.810 

■ 

587 

1 880 

1.581 j 

.. . . i 

11,908 

970 

588 


Total ... 

9,278 

1 18,168 

8,886 

j e.«4 

8,111 

1 18411 


5,141 


Total for tb« Fifaldtocj ... 

78.186 

1 68.571 

84, U8 

1 

65.084 

68.M2 

1 

1 88,711 

1 

jCeaov 

58,011 

1 


Questions and Ansicers. 
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1918«»] j X — -w..- 

MBMT III. 

N«. iO (•UirMd) by th« Hon'bla Babu Afchll Ohandra Datta at tha 

pAld by Oovarnment to Primary Sohoola In oaoh dIatHot duvind 
mi-tS to 1918-ie. 



iBU-IS. 


lOlB-K. 


lioYI 

[ 

GIHL8. 

BOT8. 

GikI.I. 

Upper 

i'lliutry. 

- 

J.0wer 

FrltMT). 

Uri*r 

I'rilDAry. 

Lower 

r.imer). 

Upper 

rrliaarj. 

Lower 

rriiury. 

Upper 

PrlDiery. 

Ltiwir 

I’riiuei}. 



17 


18 

20 

L!'- 

22 

lU. 

Ki. 

lU. 



lU. 

iU. 


S,84l 

16.618 

678 

8,808 

8,246 

1,677 

671 

8. M2 

a,9fi4 

4.683 

i.eiii 

988 

2,434 

7,088 

1.664 

6<>S 

7.694 

8.816 

1.747 

468 

4,8(6 

8,827 

1,BI8 

hC 

^,414 

G.930 

1,fl06 

2.181 

6,280 

11,862 

1,167 

4,fc6 

1.339 

1.988 

1.688 

6,688 

2.168 

2,718 

1.614 

6,788 

J,7lt 

«fia 

3.287 

2,2811 

2,666 

1.107 

8,614 

S.47f 


SK.l»i8 

l'J,41K 

40770 

21,042 

22,880 

10,868 

IN.176 

'..BSO 

It, 1 47 

4.H8I 

1 11.674 

6,671 

6,668 

' 6,076 

11,684 

: 6,Vi9 

h76 

I.U97 

1 .1,827 

6,287 

868 

1 1 8*^4 

4,2K2 

i 

l,l«» 

1.811 

, 3,6«7 

6,011 

1,129 

; 2,14 1 

3,147 

I 

1 B,b9t 

4(>3 

1,216 

1 1,880 

1 6,S.»U 

462 

678 

j 2 360 

j 

9841 

j 878 

'i 2.230 

j 3.46'' 

] 

710 

I 686 

1 1,797 

1 Jl,7«U 

1 8,(<36 

8,768 

1 

J 23,66S 

^ 25,687 

' K,68i 

j 

8.86k 

1 3J.210 

1 

-- 

' 7.877 

1 

1 . 

1K,8UC 

1 7,861 

! 4,ll6H 

! 16,026 

20,0<i4 

' 7,981 

! i .’3T», 

j 7,377 

IH.miO 

i 7,861 

1 4,068 

U.'l2a 

20,004 

' 7,881 


2 118 

787 

1.218 i 

1 

2.bh9 

2.611 

732 

2 7t8 

4,867 

1 

2.8H.< , 

1,308 , 

3,668 1 

6.8k(l 

8, (.78 

SHH 

1,782 

861 

i 

8(i8 

2..'..e 

I,2H6 

1308 1 

1,138 

2,2C5 

1.546 

1,90- 

1,416 

1,472 

1,26S 

2,682 

1,6M 

1,090 

2,581 

3.212 1 

1,HU 

1.781 

2,131 

3.470 

4.49K 

-- 

3,1K8 

4,124 

6,:f'2 

2, *>71 

2,280 

4,237 

6.KH0 ; 

2,661 

l.i:>6 

10 673 

7,63K 

6,6G3 

8,984 

IJ,K7U 

K,-t21 


11,120 

11.800 

10,111 

10,268 ' 

11,727 

,1,0-9 , 

6,128 

PH-r 

1,666 

3.848 

6,408 

6JII 

SKK 

3 872 

6,682 ! 

611 

.42 

1,411 . 

i.um 

4HU 

3,187 

1,667 

2,021 

«. 

3.074 

1.050 

2,056 

2fc0 

4,022 

2,403 

860 

841 

4,402 

2,783 

1,014 

1.243 

4,488 

i.Ulh 

1,214 

1.147 

4,458 

2.838 

B,H6V 

266 

660 

2,142 

10.010 

330 

548 

2511 

10,463 

306 

1,126 


17,867 

2,67C 

8.696 

1(1,821 

IS464 

J.678 

9,008 

11,061 

18.416 

,.,r. 

10,548 

... i 

; 




1 

1.288 

576 

1 845 1 

1 1 

j j 

802 ; 

1.718 

648 . 

1,160 ! 

787 

1 

1 " i 

... 

•• 


3.468 

2,503 

• 

1,700 I 

3,678 

2,460 

1 

2,110 


... 

... 


1.078 

8i0 


441 1 

1 1.666 

370 i 

1 


460 

1 

I 


.. 

1 

1.T67 

rO 

1,428 ‘ 

.2 

3,166 

! 

84 1 

2,717 

14 

... i 


, ... 


111 

761 

778 

m j 

1 888 

762 , 

j 

1,044 

876 

... j 


... 

1 ... 

1.121 

606 1 

• 

2,088 

J.2UU 

500 1 

• 

! 1,700 

1 

... 

... 

... 

■" 

1.017 

704 i 

¥ 

i 701 , 

1,104 

M2 ; 

• 

636 


M. 

- 

1 

i 

1,866 

17,101 1 


1 874 

1 

2,178 

17 604 j 

1 

1.7W 

1 

! BOli 

1 








B 

16414 

83.169 

1 6.016 

1 

1 0441 

mil 







B 

MolM 

e 

1.00.068 

1 M,7»4 

1 80, IN 


•K 0ot ftraUftblc 







Quesitons and Answers. 


[7tii Av0vbt, 

. STATE 

Statement referred to by tH« JHon'bl* Mi*. Hornoil In nia anawoi*to quMitj[dn 
Maatini of tha 7th Auguat191tt showing tha amount of * if>antd<lif)afd 

flva Vbaim ‘ 







lOIMt. 

’ 


' 1911-lS. 

• 

NO. 

Name or Dihtrilt. 


Ikivi. 

umiiH. 

IKiYh'. 

i 

(HlRti8. 












V 





1J|»per 

Primary. 

Lowor 

Primary, 

Upper , Lower 
Primary. 1 Primary. 

1 

l'ritiiB*-j. 

Loirur 
' Primary. 

Uppar 

Primary, 

Lower 

PriOaiy. 

I 


s 


• 1 ' 


6 

, 7 

* 

9 

10 





lih. 

n,. 

na. 

lU- 

Ik 

1 Hi. 

Ua, 

Ua 

1 

Burdwgn 



... 

7.'7U 

11.740 

IS^^ 

3,404 

8,8 IH 

10,736 


3,085 

1 

Blrblium 




3.8li> 

A.1S0 

• 

hOH 

3.817 

'.130 

41 

- 1.060 

1 

Biinki.ra 

... 


4 378 

9,600 

48 

1,047 

7,829 

10,980 

60 

1*534 

4 

Ulduapiir 



]U,t(H> 

1 38.000 

1.78(1 

4,078 

lU.K.lO 

28 060 

.669 

,i.no 


HooElily 



ft.444 

7.8K1 

04 

1,010 

7.051 

10.393 

153 

1.430 

« 

Howraii 



t.468 

8.344 

180 

3.8'il 

8,480 

9.771 

180 

1.198 















Total 

... 

3B.4I3 


8.140 

12.8 .7 

4'i.s38 

83 662 

3.103 

14.351 

7 

t4*rarirtiiu 

•« 



31.833 

• 

3.) 10 

5,371 

32,914 


3,414 i 

8 

NidU 

.. .. 


».Htf7 

8,707 

163 

I.7n6 

8,47.1 

9,675 

m 

1.801 

9 

Mnnuildabaii 



... 

4.888 

8.063 

♦ 

i.noi 

5,8J6 

9,027 

• 

1,667 

ia 

Jeworo 




«.0tf6 

IS.8B8 

140 

3.S8S 

7.801 

13,580 1 

170 

3,117 j 

11 

Kliultm 



8,003 

10,093 

188 

2,038 

5 998 

10,148 

304 

3.615 1 



T( tal 


ii 871 

U,l«i 

408 

12 150 

an 780 

66,301 

53(1 

i 

1J.6!| i 

It 

(''ali'Ulil a 

. ... 


a 

• 


* 

. 

a 

* 


* i 

n 

r.iiN-i 




• «,SKI 

87.782 

706 

I».'i83 

S87j 

28, "ill) 

651 

16.819 

H 

MyiiittiifliiRli 





45,4h4 

16s 

16.78.» 

6,0 ’s 

5J,KJ4 

361 

17.146 

J5 

Karlilpui 




«,‘‘87 

18,420 

813 

lO.sil 

5.501 

1- 551 

3.8 

8.109 

U 

BakarRaiij 



... 

0,057 

37.018 

44t 

8 544 

'‘,2.11 

53.246 

i 

bo: , 

7,555 



To'al 


34,540 

1,19,301 

i,>.ai 

1 53,172 1 

2i.633 i 

, 

1,13,331 


40.639 

17 

{'hitratroi'K 

... 


i 

4.1(iU 

i 

10.405 1 

480 

j 1 

0.701 

4,067 1 

1 7, .'O' 

5ril 

0.4 1 

IK 

Noakhali 

.. .. 


7.088 

te.ool 1 

478 

H.OIPI 

5.003 i 

26 85.* 

540 

9,278 

19 

Tipporu 



... 

H.t7i 

31.004 j 

1 

15* 

9.503 

8.031 j 

37.179 

31 

9.438 

to 

CbSOlaROiiK Hill Tiai'i" 

... 

• 

a 

1 

1 

1 

* 

' ' 

« 

k 




TO’Al 


18,390 1 

78.008 1 

9Ss 

8t,l3.> 

1 

17,641 ' 

1 

81,487 1 

... 

1,115 

24,117 








% 

1 




11 

Rajahtlil 




6.819 

17.170 

a 

4,818 

6,199 ; 

16 637 ; 

• 

5,618 

it 

JalpaUuii 



... 

t,l98 

16,460 

• 

1,886 

3,740 

20.957 

• 

1,934 

tJ 

Dinajpui 

il 

... 

4,00» 

1B.IW 

96 

8,605 

1,930 

17.363 ! 

• 

3.834 

14 

lUngpui 



... 

8.711 

80,879 

ISO 1 

6,075 

7.006 

34,733 

658 

0.703 

t» 

I'abna 



... 

6 616 1 

10,346 

006 

6,84‘* 

7,243 

16,336 j 

579 

6.788 j 

IS 

liogra 



... 

8,740 : 

10,140 

MO 

8,042 

8,163 

0.560 1 

499 

9,019 

S7 

U ild« ... 




flOt 

9,008 

180 

1,40' 

6,295 

9.4IIH ^ 

UO 

1.737 


DarjraliHir 



... 

• 

a 

i 


« 

* 

• 

• 

• , 

1 



Total 


15,376 

144,446 

1 1,163 

81.138 

34,196 1 

1,34,873 j 

1.916 

11.606 


lolal lor thr Prealdencj 


].50.0tl 

4,37,688 

1 

6,104 

1 . 88.111 

1 

1.68,080 ' 

j 

1 

6.89,670 1 

1 

7 . 401 ^ 

1 38.394 



191ft.] 

MENT fV, 


QiMtiont and An$wers. 


m 


No. aO(otaf>roftt «kod by the Hon’blo Bobu AkMl Chandra Outia at tho Ooimoll 
IMid by PlatHot Boardato Primapy Sohoola In oaoh diatplot duping 
iBlI-i* tn IBIBmB. 


I llll-U. I l«U.U. 


j Boys 

Omiid. 

BoTB. 

1 

1 Bo\8. 

UlH)JI. 

j Upiwr 
j PiiuMry. 

j Lon nr 
' PuBWi.r. 

iTpper 

I’riniBry. 

l.nvk«i 

PrliiiBry. 

l.'pin-i 

Primal y. 

1 L-tw^-r 
' Prlmatr. 

l>P|ii 1 

Pumarj. 

Lownr 

rilmaiy. 

, I'Pl'er 
Pilniar} 

lA»a«r 

I’llmBiy. 

npp«i 
Prinar} . 

Liinar 

Piimar). 

11 

1 

1 

1 12 


14 




18 

19 

20 

11 

» 

j n* 

Kn. 

Kt. 

lt«. 

lU. 

111. 


Ha. 

lU. 

Hf. 

Ra. 

lU. 


Ift.tS* 

• 

l.tfS7 

17.004 

33,9110 

• 

2.217 

I7,30» 

33,734 

• 

«.((1 

H.ft'K 

Ift.PSR 

77 

l,2Ub 

9.167 

16,73.3 


1.632 

9.739 

22.00( 

• 

2.402 

U.S77 

1K.044 

• 

I.NbU 

12,408 

9,6;l 


1.832 

Ift.lftl 

21.830 

a 

I.MU 

Sft.fti'Y 

t2,5l5 

•ori 

1,71-9 

14.607 

64,346 

960 

1,746 

39,713 

7(,t9l 

946 

4.187 

«,ftN 

H.lTf j 

H4 ^ 

1.2.41) 

16 2K& 

21,360 

78 

1.147 

ll.IUC 

22,161 

91 

1,403 

fi.Wi 

i^ors . 
1 

37(i 

ft.ftftK 

H.K9H 

19.32(1 



«. 

4,207 

8,71.0 

22,ft8D 

(40 

6,39.1 

9<1.9:!4 1 

1.(4.171 

1 

l.SSi 

13,4:H 


1.72 177 

1..72 1 

14,7HI ' 

I,)I6,21S 

1.97,701 

1.677 

21.(62 

1 

7/2'* j 

j 

II.OVI 

... 

ii,27H 

9,32 i 

4. ',493 


) 

(.676 

1 

10,163 

1 

4.’,! 011 1 

~ ' 1 

' 

6.006 

15.741 1 

14, m; 

237 , 

2.773 

13.4)12 

19.143 

.«'.0 1 

3.832 

14.867 

2J4b7 1 

174 1 

3 618 

11'.474 

14,SU4 


1.243 

12,263 

l4,N2ft 

I 

1,727 1 

12,210 . 

16,1(9 

96 1 

1,704 

)l,K*l4 

22,0ftP 

h7 

2.9'.5 

12,010 ' 

21, (>30 

h4 1 

2 884 < 

11,600 

24,063 

98 

3.972 


20.376 

2tH 

2.H64 ^ 

l).9ft2 j 

21,S))3 
1 

201 1 

3,727 , 

10,681 1 

82,28( 

263 i 

4,837 

64.7H4 1 

1,02,737 ' 

((2 

1«,I2U < 

ft7,94H 1 

1,19,494 I 

712 1 

17,79ft j 

69,(14 ; 

1.23.279 1 

619 

2D,0irt 


1 

1^ 

a 

• 

• 

1 

1 

1 , 

1 

I ^ 

t 

• 

1 

1 

1 • 

1 


1(1,171 

i 

1 44,337 

87s 

17.)ll2 

1 16,611 

1 6l,S9s 

1 

; 17,178 

16, .188 

66,738 

! 416 

l9,hiJ2 

9.))2l 

1 S8,206 

2J7 

18,669 

10.626 

^ lD.',203 

276 

21,3»! 

9,408 

1.((7.192 

306 

2-.704r 

7 32- 

.il,7.-9 

24)) 

7,81.1 

7,966 

.14.71.1 

121 

8.265 

7.642 

42,077 

, 120 

8,s94 

12,0)1.1 

50.792 

168 

13 .1(1 

11.162 

1.1,81: 

' 2Hi 

0,ii27 

l4,G63 

68,214 

202 

7.428 

46 OJO 

j 2.1 ID '4 

1.6)11 

6i;,8K(. 

(9.273 

2 62,918 

1.2)1 1 

&t.,(i72 

47.991 

2,73,v,1i 

I.IO: 

61.923 

(i -<77 

S'.r'i 

622 

6i40s 

7 0-7 

! is '44 

612 

(,,801 

7,(li.i' 

40,634 

521 

6,701 

! 7,12h 

4)1, fii H 

490 

9,'I8» 

6,1IH 

1 4(,,3ii6 

-27 

IO,’i34 

6 646 

4.). 1 19 

1 3-0 

11.818 

1 b,8l& 


* 

13,262 

9,182 

1 01,361 

» 

12.992 

1D,3(I8 

70.012 

ft 

18.442 

1 . 

! 


• 

I 

a 

• 

• 

• 

• 


1 

• 

1 

1 22,N2(I i 

1 

1. 21,866 

1,012 

28,109 

22,367 

' 1.49,1,0.1 

1 1,069 

29,827 1 

22,913 

],6a,(>96 

! 

' (<71 

81,464 


t 



12,198 

i 

1 

) 17.0.3 

I ; 

1 

! 120 ' 

4.720 

12.396 

3- J7J 

j 1(1 

6,922 

... 




6,686 

! 36,641 

i • 1 

1.(80 1 

6,263 

4'. 318 

i , 

2.081 


1 

' 


7.206 

! 42.062 

* ' 

6,20( 

7,696 

36,886 

• 

8,106 





12,421 

1 66.726 

j 867 

12,027 

12,6’9 

83.497 I 

I.3s6 

]4.l4e 

• an* 

... 

j 

... 

8,006 

28,617 

I 920 ! 

13,019 

6 620 

23,981 1 

1 

904 

10,9001 

... 

... 

... ' 


6,447 

23,729 

1 618 

9,869 

4,710 ' 

24.007 ; 

64 

8.912 


... 

... j 


6,121 

21,674 

1 « 

3,(29 

4,2u9 ; 

]«.esi ■ 

» 

2.001 


« 

1 

a 

• 

• 

1 

1 ♦ ' 

1 

a 

a I 

• 

! 

a i 

a 

^ (3.762 

f,l(,SP7 ' 

2.271 

41,(36 

“ i 

6B..129 1 

! 1 

2.66,172 

2,42S 

(0.7«8 

68,602 ' 

1.68,(74 i 

) 

2,804 1 

1 

(1,267 

2.«7,II0 

8,06,766 1 

r 

6,970 

1.67.129 ' 

1 

2,89,496 ' 

9,49,122 

6.(011 

l.6».32( 

2,89,113 ! 

10,21.170 1 

1 

im 1 

1,87,2(2 


not ftfftltebto. 



[7th Adoust. 


400 Questions and Aimers, 

By the Hon’ble BABU AKHIL CHANDBA DATTA 

Btudeat^rtccivin^ * Government he pleagod tostate the percentage of studonts 

education in Seeking admiseion to, ami actually receiving education in, colleges during the 
oolieKos in Bengal. Jast ten yoars ? 

The Honh’le Mr. HOKNELL repli.Ml 

“ This Oovcrnmeni have no infoniiJition as to the niiinher of studcMitft 
who a})])lied for admission to the colleges in Bengal during the last ten years 
nor would it be possible for (iovernnient to collect the statistics asked for by the 
Hon’ble Member. Statements of the number of students in colleges situated 
in Bengal which are affiliated to the (Calcutta University for each year of the 
last decennium will be found in the annual reports of the Directors of Pubilc 
Instruction of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam.” 

By the Hon’ble BABU AKHIL CHANDBA DATTA 

Inadequate ao- * 22. Are the Government aware that the accommodation and staff in ’ 
commodation and existing collogcs are ina<loquato to meet the growing demand for 
college, in collegiate education ? 

The Hon’blo Mk. HOKNELL reidied 

“ The Govornnieiii of Ihmgal are aware that the nunihor of applicants for 
admission to Government colleges is in excess of the existing acconiiiuKlation. 
They have no definite information regarding other colleges.” 

By the Hon’hle BABU AKHJL CJIANDIU DATTA — 

Difficulty of ad- *23. (a) Are the Government awaiv that the st-iulimts now iiml great 

mission of HtndcutH difficulty ill obtaining admission to collegi's in Bengill ? 
to oollt*g'»H in 

Bengal. (i) Has this matt(u- already engaged the attention of tlu^ Govco-nmeiit 

and have they formulated any sche-me or polii‘y to ni(*et the new situation ? 

(c) In any case, will the GoviTnnnmt he pleased to state what steps 
have been taken during the last ten y^ars to eoj)e with the j)rt)hh‘m ? 

The lloiThle Mu. HOKNELL ivplmd — 

“ (a) The llon’hle Memlu*!* i.s referred to the answer to Question 
No. 22. 

{h) & (r) The affiliation of colleges is goveriKHl hy the University regula- 
tions, and is a matter in whieh this (imeinment have no jurisdiction. As the 
Hon’ble Member is doubtless aware, the Oovernment of Bengal have pul 
forward a scheme for establishing a new Unnersity at Dacca. The (loverii- 
meiit liave established and maintain a certain numb(»r of colleges at tlie cost of 
the ])uhlic funds, and it is open to any pruate body or association to submit a 
scheme for the establishment of a ne\> college for the consMeration of the 
University.” 

By the Hon’ble BABU AKHIL OHANDKA DATTA — 

Florin in the' *24. (a) Are the Govornnient aware that many important roads and 
listrlctof Tippera.'|^,.j^jg 0 j, Jjj difltricl ot Tippera have been damaged l)y the last year's flood, 
and that the District Board of Tippera find themselves unable to repair tho same 
in consequence of the strain put upon their resources by tho relief work 
necessitated by that flood ? 

(4) Are the Government awaro that many urgent original works (con- 
struction of roads, bridges, tanks, etc.), which tho Ibard had decided to take 
up, have been kept in abeyance for the same reason ? 

(c) Are tlio Government contemplating making any grant in favour of the 
Tippera District Board to help them to tide ovit this crisis and to enable 
them to execute the aforementioned works ? ^ 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KEBR replied 

“(/y) It is reiwrtotl that, the sum of Bs. 20.720 was spent by the 
District Board of Tippera (luring the year 1915-16 tm repairs to roads 
damaged by floods. Governinent have no information as to the repairs still 
required. 

(b) Government have no information on the subject. 

(c) The financial position of the Tippera District Board is under 
consideration.” 


By the Hon hle llABU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA — 


* 


25. Will the riovp.rnmeiii b(' pleased to state — 


Relief work ii 
the diMtriot of 


(tt) the amount of money spemt up to date by the Government and by 
the District Board of Tippera for relitd‘ of distress caused in 
Tippera by the last year s flotxl — 


(f) on gratuitous reli(3f. 


(}V) on agricultural loan, and 


on test relief work ; 


ib) tlir number of men actually in reccupt of gratuitous relief, and of 
men actually employed in test relief works, in duly 1!G6, and of 
men wIh» hav(^ received agricultural loans uj) io July 1916 ; 

\c) wliether il is a fact that the aus (trop has failed to tlui t'-xteul. of 12 
annas in the Brahmanhuria and Sadar siihdivisions of Tippera ; 

(d) wlu'ther, in connection with th(‘. aitmn erop, ii is a fa(‘t that in n 
very (;ousi<leral»le part of the Brahmanharia suhdivision tin 
seeds pureliased by the cultivators from inilcnown and outside 
dealers have bemi femnd to be unsuiiabh* to the soil and tin 
paddy jJaiits liave been found unable to k(vj) alua^ast with tlu 
rising water ; 

{e) wliat is the present comlitioii of — 

(/» the cultivators, 

(/?) the lal)ourcrs, and 
{Hi) tin* pour bhad)alok.% 


in tin* Brahmaul)aria and Sadar suhdivisirms in Tippera ; 

(/) whether thes(^ peuj)l(' are now in a position to get on without tin 
help which they liavi- been roc(3iviiig from the Government and 
the District Board ? 

(y) wlietlier there is any foundation for the rumour that tlm G(jvern- 
meiii have decided to close the relief operations from the Ist oj 
August, 1916? 


The Hon’bh' Mr. KEBR replied 


“ {a) Gratuitous relief 
Loans 

Relief Works 


Rs. 

]. 01 , 00 ( 

9,75,50( 

l,10,00t 


(b) During the weeks ending July 1, 8, 15 and 22, the daily average riumbei 
of people in recei))t of gratuitous relief varied from 5,664 to 9,155, and the 
daily average number of people employed on relief works variecl from 791 tc 
2,162. The loans were (Jistributed on joint tends. The number of individuals 
who received money in this way is not readily available. 
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[7th Augubt, 


Dr. Beiitley'M 
anti-raal«rial 
ichomc. 


Expenditure on 
the development 
of induetriee. 


The Hon 'hie Mu. KERR replied — concluded. 

(r) There was a partial failure this year of the early ans crop in the 
Brahmanbarin and Sadar SnbdiAisions. The early avs crop represents about 
one-third of the whole avs crop and thi‘ outturn of the early avs is estimated at 
6 annas of a normal crop. 

{d) It has been reported that in places the cultivators who bought seed 
from outside the district for the hnrshnl crop have found the seed to be 
unsuitable and that the growth of paddy has been unable to keep pace with the 
rise of the water. 

(e) The re|)orts received by Government as to the condition of the people 
in the Brahnianbaria and Sadar Subdivisions are, on the whole, satisfactory. 

(/) It is hoped that from now onwards the people w’ill be able to maintain 
themselves without much official relief, but the situation is being carefully 
watched by the local officers. 

((/) Government understand that the relief works were practically closed 
at the end of .Inly and that the distribution of gratuitous relief is being* 
gradually decreased. The Horrble Mr. Beatson 1^11 will visit the district in 
the course of this week and will examine the situation in the villages." 


By The lloii’blc Mu. rilAVASII CHANDRA MITKA 

*26. {a) Will the Government be pleasiMl to state, wlietiier Dr. Bentley’s 

scheme of flooding one or two areas expiTimentally as an anthiiialarial 
measure is ready ? 

{b) Ifso- 

(/) what is the estimated ex|)eiise ; 

(//) hav(‘ any places b(*en RelectiMl ; and 
(dV) when is the experiiiKMit to commmiced ? 


The llon’ble Mu. DOxNALD replied 

(rt) Sc [h] A Hcheiue, involving an estimated cost of Rs. has 

been prepared for the town of Jaiigi))ur in the district of Murshidabad. 
Another scheme for flooding a rural area in the district of Biirdwaii is also 
under preparation. According to the estimate as it stands at present, the 
cost of the latter scheme will be Rs. 70,000. Provision has been made for the 
cost of both Rchcmos from tin* sanitary grant, and it is hoped that they 
will bo started during the prosont year.” 

By the Hon’blo Mu. PRAVA8I1 CHANDRA MITRA 

* 27. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it m 
intended to spend any sum of money out oKlie provision in the last budget 
for one lakh of nipeoa for expenditure on the development of industries- 
pending the appointment of a Director of Industries ? 

(A) If s(>- 

(0 has any scheme been adopted ; or 
(iV) have any definite industries been selected ? 


The Hoii’ble Mr. DONALD replied 

“ Government are not in a position at present to say whether the 
provision of one lakh for the development of industries will be expended during* 
the current year.” 
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By the Hon’ble Mr. PRAVA8H CHANDRA MITRA 

*88. (a) Will the Government bo pleased to state whet her any decision 
has been arrived at as to the desirability of cMmatrnetin^? a spill area for the 
Tolly’s Nala? 

(i) If so, has any pro^n'ss been made tor the preparation of a definite 
scheme for the purpose ? 

The Hon’blc Mu. GREEN repin'd : — 

‘‘ (a) & (6) No decision has yet been arrived at. 

A note dealing with the subjeet has reeentlv been roivived from 
Mr. Addanis-Williams, which shi>ws that, liefnre any (leelsinn can be arrived 
at, more detailed ubser\ati(ms (d' the progress and efleet of the tidcwS at \arious 
points along Tolly’s .\ala will be necessary. These i'b<er\at ams eio' lu 
e(^n^eniently made only at the end of the winter season.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

By the Hon’ble BAHU KlSliOlU MOHAN GHAUDIIHKI :~ 

I. Are. the Govornmmit awan‘ tliat the people of Mahla aro 
sufFering great hardship owing to the want of communication with the 
nearest railway station at Godagari, which is 16 or 17 miles from Rampur- 
Boalia ? 

(J' Will the Government Ijo pleased to state whel!n‘r there, is any 
likelihood of tli(3 proposed railway ludwotm Ishurdi and Godagari via Rampnr- 
Boalia U'ing conslnioted at an tiarly date, eitlnu’ by thf‘ Government, or by a 
privatt' comjKiny, as in the case of tim iHlinnli-Sirajganj liiie ? 

(e) Is it a tact that tlu^ Distrmt Board of Rajshalii recently approached 
the (lovcrnmont for permission to construct for tin' presmit a liglit railway 
between IshurJi and Godiigari, if any delay was feared in the carrying out of 
the scheme referred to in clause {h) ? 

(d) If so, what decision has been arriveil at ? 

(f') If the railway sclieme is not to bi^ taken in haml at i)resent, are the 
Government considering the desirability of assisting the District Board of 
Rajshalii to complt'te the meralliiig of thti B<ialia-(lodagari rriud, either with 
direct Government lielp or l)y a loan ? 

Tlie following Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. GREEN was laid on the 
table . — 

“(a) The Government of Bengal are aware of the need of further 
railway communication in the Malda district. 

The Railway Board have informed the Government of Bengal that 
there is no likelihood of the line from (Jodagari rid Rampur Rialia to Naton* 
or Ishurdi being constructed while the w^ar lasts either by Government or by 
a private company, but that the question will be taken up as soon as the 
financial situation improves. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The proposal is under the consideratiem of the RaiKsav Board. 

(e) The reply is in the negative.” 

By the Hon’ble BABU KISilORl MGIIAN GlIAUDHURI :~ 

TI. (a) Are the Government aware that great inconveniimce is being felt 
by the public on account of the discontinuance j)f the daily steaiiicr-service 
between Damukdia and Ivaiiqmr-Boalia and also between Sara and Kainjnir- 
Boalia? 
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hy tlie Hon’Wa KABU KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI-coHcWerf. 

(J) 1h it a fact tliat objection bas been raised to the proposal, of the 
India General Steam Navijicalion and Railway Company to have a station at 
Taksi, so that they may c<»ntinue their daily service between Paksi and 
Ramimr-lioalia ? 

(c) Have the Government considered the desirability of utilizing the 
railway line now existing l^etween Sara and Ishurdi for gools and passenger 
traffic ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a representation was made to Government through 
Mr. O’Malley, while he was Collector of Rajsliahi. on the subject of the 
hardship that the public in this part of the province sutfer from in regard to 
communicatitms ? If so, with what result ? 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. GREEN was laid on the table 
(a) Yes. 

(h) No objection has been raised by the Eastern Bengal Railway to the 
Steamer Comi)anie^ having a station at Paksi Ghat for interchange of 
[)assenger traffic with the railway, but the proposal was abandoned by the 
St^'amer ( \)ni]>aijies as the ghat was considered unsuitalde for the berthing of 
steamers. 

(c) IiKjuiries are being made as to the possibility and advantage of running 
the Serajganj branch train service through Jshurdi to and from Sara. 

(d) Yes. The question of the exUmsion of railway communications in the 
district of Rajshahi has been referred to tlie Government nf India in the 
Railway PejiartTnent (Railway Board) and their decision in the matter is 
awaited.” 


The H(»n’bb‘ BABIf KISIP MG MGllAN CIlArpIlU RI asked the following 
supplementary qiie.^tion : — 

Is it not. jiossibb* to utilist* the existing lim^ bclwi'cn Sara and 
Ishurdi bn* passenger traffic, wliib* the go«)tls rratlic is alr(‘a»ly 
going on ? 

The Hon’ble Mk. BEATSON BELL said 

“ 1 would ask for notice id that question.” 


Diieot cmniiiU' 
nii'Rtion lietwcM'n 
Pal>nu Hud the 
iiortherD di^trietB 
of KRjfdinlii. 


By the Hon’l.le BAKU KISHURI MOHAN nilAUDHUUI 

111. (n) Ari. the Oovcrimient aware that great inconvenience is being 

ft>lt by the i)ublic on account of the absence of direct coiuinunication l)etweeii 
i’ahna and the northern districts of the Kaishahi Division, owing to the 
discontinuance of the steanier-Kcrvice between Daniukdia and Fabna, caused 
by the decision not to permit the eonstructiou of a steamer-station at Paksi 
by tlie India General Steam Navigation and Railway Company ? 

(i) Are the fioverament considering the desirability of assisting the 
District Boaiil of Pabna in the construction of a light railway between Pabna 
and Ishurdi cu iii completing the metalliug of the remaining tour miles of the 
road from Pabna to Ishurdi ? 


The following answer by the Hon’hlc Ma. GREKN was laid on the table 

“(a) The discontinuance of the steamer service in question 
undoubtedly causes inconvenience to the jmblic; but, as explained in reply to 
another question of the Hon’ble Member, it is not a fact that permission has 
Iteen refused to the construction of a steamer station at Paksi. 

(b) The reply is in the negative.” 
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The Hon’l.lo BABU KISHORI MOHAN CEAUDHURI asked the inllowinc 
supplementary question 

Is it not a fact tliat a line has already been hanctioned which will 
pass through Pabna, and^ if so, is there any chance of its b'dng 
finished in the near future? 


The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL said 

I would ask for notice of this question also.” 

By the Hon’ble BABU KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI 

IV. (a) Is it a fact that the Eastern Bengal Railway, in accordance 

with their time-table, reckon the distance between Calcutta and Paksi for ovet*”the 

the purpose of fares as 138 miles ? iTardinge Bridge. 

(h) Is it a fact that the distance between Calcutta and Paksi for the 
purpose of the timing of the trains is reckoned as only 120 miles ? 

(c) Do the Railway authorities charge for the jemmey over the Hardinge 
Bridge a fare equivalent to a jounioy of 18 miles? 

{d) If it is not a fact that the journey over the Hardinge Bridge is so 
charged for, will the Government, be pleased to exjdain the reason for the 
discrepancy in the distances shown on the time-table? 

The following answer liy the H(»n’ble Mi:. GRKI^N was laid on the 
tabl(‘ : — 

“(u) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) Yes. The extra charge rej)resei!ts a i)oiitag(‘ charge on account of the 
ilanlinge Bridge. 

(7) The I lonTle Member is leferied to the leply given to clause (r).” 

By (he Hoa’lile BABU KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI 

V. {<() Are the Government aware that niiieh incoiivenituice is being . lu 

felt by llic jniblic owing to congestion in in termed iatH-claH.s carriag(*s on the 

Eastern Bengal Railway? KiisUtii It'Mifiral 

^h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of providing a 
larger number of those carriages for use by the public? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. GREEN was laid on the table : — 

“ (a) No reprcBcntations have, been made to this Government on the 
subject. 

(b) The authorities of the Eastern Bengal Railway are aware that the 
intermediate class accommodation requires to be increased. Last year 17 bogie 
carriages wnth inttTmediate class accommodation were constructed and added 
to the line. The Railway authorities have, at present, under construction, 16 
broad gauge bogie carriages with intermediate class accommodation. They 
have also included both broad and narrow gauge bogies with such accommoda- 
tion in the programme of construction for next year. The programme has 
been submitted to the Railway Board for approval. Owing to the war the 
programme of carriage construction has b^n seriously curtailed during the 
last two years, otherwise a still greater increase in intermediate class 
accommodation would have been made.” 

By the Hon’ble MAULVI ABUL KASEM 

VI. Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any Kmpioymeni of 
proposal before the Government for the employment of the Kanungos who KanunROB <Ji»- 
have been thrown out of employment on account of the sudden suspension of of 

settlement works ? .-ettlcment work. 
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The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR was laid on the table : — 

‘‘ The Hon’lile Member is referred to the statement which will be 
made to-day on behalf of Government in the debate on the resolution to be 
moved by the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq on the same subject.” 

By the Hon’blo MAULVI ABUL KASEM 

VIT. (a) Is it a fact that the GovenniH'iit have issued a. circular to 
District Olficcrs laying down instructions for tin* proper roprcsonlation ol the 
diflerent comniiinities on Municipalities, District and Local Boards, in making 
nominations for tlie appointinont of men]))^^r^ of sirch bodies ? 

(J) If so, will thi‘ Gov(?riinient be pb‘;mr*(l If) Uy on tin* table a ctopy of 
the circular ? 

f 

(r) If the answcM* to clausi» (//) of tin* qM«34ioii l»e in tin* affirmative, will 
the Government be plciascnl 1o state- whether - lie n«)minations of member-, of 
tin* following Boards \v«‘re made in aecenlanei* with siieli instructions, 
namely 

(?) the District Hoards of Bunlwan ainl Hnwrah ; 

(?Y) the Asansol Local Board ; 

(m) the Howrah, llugldi -Chinsiira, Seraiiipore, Mldnai)i)re and 
Bankura Municiipalities V 

The following answer by the Hoii’ble Mu. DtlXALD was laid on the table : — 

“ (n) (h) A copy of this Government’s Gircular No. 2 

dated the 2nd August, liH2, is laid on the table. 

(r) Appointments to District and Local Boards are made by (’oin- 
inissioners and nominations are not submitted to Go\ernmc*nt. In the ease of 
the inunicipalil les jeferred the [uuneiplcs laid down in the Govenunent 
I’ircular wore observed.” 


Circular referred fo by the Hon hie Mu. Don.\li) in his answer to Question 

No, VII {unshrred)y asked by the Honhlc Maulvi Ahul Kaskm, at the 

Gonndl Meeting of the 7th August, 1910. 

Circuliir No. 2 T.— M., dated Ducod, the 2ml Aiis'iiHt 11)12. 

From—THE Hon’ble Mr H.L, Stbphensox, i.c.s., Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Municipal Department, 

To— All CommiSBionerB of Divisions. 

I AM directed to address you on the subject of the [irimjiplcs that should 
be adopted in submitting recommendations to Government for the appoint- 
ment of municipal commissioners. One-thir«l of the numher of such 
commissioners arc under the law to be appointed by Government audit is 
considered desiraldo that some imlication should be given of the policy 
Government wish to ailopt in making these nominations. 

2, The object of retaining these nominations in the hands of Government 
is to enable them to correct possible inoqualitfes in tlio operation of the elective 
system and to provide a necessary element of official exiierience in the 
corporation. The only difficulty that is likely to arise is with reference to 
what should he held to constitute an adequate represent ation of any particular 
community or interest and while recognising lhai circumstances must difter 
in particular localities and that therefore no hard and fast rule can be 
enforced, Govornimmt desire to indicate generally the criterion which may 
properly be useil to guide the local officers in this matter. 

8. For the sake of simplicity the most common case of a municipality 
inhabited practically entirely by Miiliammadans and Hindus may be taken 
as an illustration. In order to form aii opinion as to the proportional represen- 
tation that each of these communities should rightly be given, statistics should 
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be compiled to show (1) population (a) Muhaminailans Hiiuiub ; {'2) the 
number of vc)t(‘r8 (a) Muhainmadanfi (A) Hindus ; (3) tlu* total rtftes paid by 
(flf) Muhammadans ib) Hindus. These tigii res should be oarefully considered 
by the l(K*al and, although it is not suggestiHl that the tests thus provided 
are of equal value, they 'vill serve to correct what miglit jn-ove an (erroneous 
view (^f the inij)onaiiee ol' oin^ community or the other were the )io[uilatioji 
test lo be taken l‘y itself. Having tlius I'oriiUHl his view as to the proper 
portion of the repi'(*seiiTatioii to which eacli community is entitled, the local 
officer shoulj use his nominations to correct any material variation from tdiese 
proportions wiiich may he shown hy the results of theelecti(Mis, after providing 
for the necessary element of official t'xptn-ieiice. After thus utilising hi^ nomina- 
tions in tiif first iusiance, tlie rt'sidue, if any, should Im‘ distributed l>y him 
among various communities or iiit(u*t‘-sts in tlio way that may aj)pear to him to 
1)0 most etjubalile. 

4. Till' case of Local Hoards and Distri(‘l Boards is somewhat diffi*rent 
and tile tests are not so easy to apply, but an endeavour shonld be made to 
follow ihe same princnples in dealing with nominations to these hixlit‘s also. 


By tlie Hon'ble MALLVI ABUL KASEM 

VIll. Will t lie CTov(‘nim(‘nt be ph'used to stati* tin* district or districts nl-IiooIh. 
in Bengal — 

i) when* 110 ( Joveviiinent High School exists ; 

'// in wliieli then* an* inon' than om* (jovernmeiit High School? 

The bJlowing answer by the Hon’hle Mr. HORN ELL was laid on the table : — 

“ A statement giving the required information is laid on the table.” 


StnknK'nt referred to Inj the llouble Mr. Horneij. in his ansicer to 
(Question No. Vlll [unstnrred) asked hj ihe llouble Maulvi Aiuil Kaskm 
(it the Council Meeting of the 7th A ngvst, 1916. 

VI IT. (/) The following is a list of the districts in which no (jovernment 
High School exists 

{/) Burdwan. 

(ii) Midnapur. 

(ii) The following is a list of the districts in which tliere are more than 
one Government High School : — 

(/) Hooghly (3). 

(ii) 24-Parganas (3). 

(m) Calcutta (5). 

(in) Dacca (4). 

(p) Bakarganj (4). 

(pf) Mymensingh (3), 

(oii) Chittagong (3) 

By the Hon’ble MAULVI ABUL KASEM 

IX. Will the Goverhiiient be pleased to state the number of Mianji Mtanji training 
training schools ostablisiied by Govern ment in eacli district of the hcLooIh. 
Presidency ? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. HORNELL was laid on the table : — 

*' A statement is laid on the table.” 
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Statement referred to hy the Rouble Mr. Hornell in his answer to Question 
No. IX {unstaned) asked hy the llonhie Matij.vi Abui. Kasem. at the 
Council Meethig of the 7th August, 1916. 

Statement showing the nuinher of Mianji Training SelnxJs ostahllshed 


hy Government in dilieront ilistrictH of Bengal 

Dintrict. Nnnik*r 

Cliittagong ... .. ... ... 1 

HooghJy ... ... ... ... 1 

JeHHorc ... ... ... 1 

Khiilim ... ... ... ... 1 

Midniipore ... ... ... ... 1 

21-Pargaiiii.s ... ... ... 1 

By ila^ Hon’hle MAULVI ABUL K4SKM 


X. Will the Govt‘riiment he pleased to stale the names, with their native 
distriets, of the five Assistant Inspectors of Schools for MuliainmadaM Edu- 
cation V 

The following answer l)y the Hon’hle Mir. IIOUXELL was lal*i on the 
table : — 

^A Btatement is laid on the table. ’ 


Statement referred to hy the Hon hie aVIk. Hokneli. in his answer to Question 
No, X (unstarred) asked by the llonhie Macjevi Aiujl Kaskm, at the 
Council Meeting of the 7th August, 1916, shomng the names and districts of 
birth of the Assistant Inspectors of Schools for Muhammada n Education. 


1. Maulvi Haji Badr-ud-din Ahmad 

2, „ A. S, M. Azam 

3, „ Kazi Inuhalul Hmj 

4. A. Muhammad Moula Biiksh 

0 . „ Tasaddak Ahmad 


.. Ciilentta. 

Do. 

... Khiilmi. 

... 24-Pa rga lias. 
Ditto. 


By the Ilon’l.le MAULVI ABUL KASKM — 

XI. Will tlin Government he pleased to slate how many of the, appoint- 
ments whifdi are ordinarily reserved for the ( 'ivil Sio'viee, hut are listed as 
o])e.n to the Provincal iServiee. are now Indd hy inmnhers of l.hr Provincial 
Service, and to state how many of these are held hy Muhammadans 'i 

The following answer hy tin* Hon’hle Mu. IvEliIl was laid on the table 

‘‘ All tin* eh‘Vi*n appointments ulin*h are ordinarily reser\'f‘d for tin* 
Indian Civil Service, hnt are listed as open to the luemhers of the Provincial 
Civil Service, are now held hy nnmihers of tjn* latter st‘rviee. (.)ne of these 
appointments is held hy a Mnhammailan.” 

The llon'hle MAULVJ ABUL KASEM asked the following supplementary 
question : — 

Is it not a fact that the Muliainnndan Ofiieer referred to in the 
answer is a mt*ml>er of the Assam Service?” 

The Hon’hle Mr. KERB said 

“ It is a fact. The offieor is serving in Assam, but he is ou the Bengal 
Provincial Cadre ” 
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By the Hon’ble MAULVI ABUL KASKM 

XII. (a) Will the Govi'riiiufiit Iji' pleased to Htato till’ total iiumlier of Appoinement 
appointments made in the following s«»rvieeK sinci' A|u*il, 1912, and how many 
of these are lield by Muhammadans : — ProN inuiai Services 

(?j Provincial Executive Service ; 

(ii) Provincial Judicial Service ; 

(fit) Provincial Educational Servict* ; 

{iv) Deputy Su]>erintendents of Police ; and 
(y) Suporiiit.endt*nts of Excdst* ? 


(i) In regard to the appointments held bv Mnhamma Ians, liow many 
have lie^^n appointi'd from (*acli Division of tin* Presidency ? 

The following answer by tlie Hon’ble Mu. KERK was laiil on tln^ table : — 

Tin* information reqiiir(*d by the Hon’bb* Member is given in the 
stati'inent wliicli is laid on tin* tabb*.” 


Sioiouteni reff^rreti to bj/ the llouhle Mi:. Keri: in hh rcy;/;/ to i^Hestion Xo. XU 
(inistorred) asked Inj the Honble Maclvi Aintn Kaskm, at the ijouncil 
Meeting of the 7tlt August, 101b. 
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By the Hori’ble KAI MAHEXDRA CHANDRA MITR^ 

XIII. {a) Will the Government be iJcased to lay on the table a stale- 
ment showing the total Pulilie Works Cess receipts of each District Board m 
Bengal since the transfer of these receipts to the District Boards ? 
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By the Hon’ble RAI MAHENDRA (’IIANDRA MITRA BAHADUR:— 

concluded. 

(b) Will the Governmeut be ph^M'd tu state in a tabular form the pei- 
eeiitaj;o of tlifi Biiblie Works ( Vks R‘*eeipt spent by each Ihstrict Board in 
Bengal on water-supjily and rural sanitation since the transfer of those 
recidpts to the District Ihards ? 

(c) * Will the Goveriiiiieiit b(* phrased to state what steps df any) they are 
takln^^ to ur^^e the Distriet Boards to inesvas**. t heir exneinliture under these 
two h(‘ads y 

The lollowinp answer by the llonTh* Mi:. Dt^SALD was laid on the 
table : — 

" (a) & {h) A hlatement is laid ‘ii lin* table. District Boanis hav(‘ 
not been askcMl to keeji any separate aee«»um ef exjiendit iie out of the grants 
made to tlieni on the surrender of the piibli(‘ works It is not therefore 

po.ssible to state the i>eree!itage of the public works cess receipts spent on 
w«'iler-sn|)|)lv and rural sanitation The t(>tal amount expended by each 
District Ibiard in 19DM4 ami 1914-ir) mu water'^ujmlv and sanitation 
(including drainage) are, howexer, -howji in the stateinent. together with 
their percentage^ to ihe |••lblic vxnrks 'e^s rci-eipt'^ Figuie-! for 1915-16 are 
not yet available. 

(r) A copy of this Gi^veriimeiit Circular No. 2:>19 2:^ L S -G., dnte<l 25th 
September, 1915, is laid on the table, together w ith a conv of this (h)verniiient 
(hreular dKs;-02 M , dated the 7th February 1914 


Circulars referred to inj the Hon bh* Mu. Don\M) In hir> ansnrr to Questmt 
No. Kill anstamd] ashed hj the Hon'ble Rai Maiiknoua Chandra 
Mitra BAiiADru, at the Council Meetimj of the 7th Awfust, 1916. 

No. 2.)19-23 L.S.-G., daioil C«tlcuii.i, the llialh Septi‘ml)i*r, Pjlo. 

From— T he Hon’dle Mr. K. C. De, c.r.E., i.C.s., Ollg. Secy, to tlic Govt, of Dengab 
Miiiiic{j>al Pepartnient, 

To— All CommisBioiuTB of DiviBioiiH. 

1 AM dina'tcd to rebn* to Governni(*nt dnli'r No. 980 T. — M.. dated the 
5rd November, lt)18. addreKwed to the A<‘Connt*int-Geiicral, Beng.^!. a copy of 
which was forwarded to you with memtn’andum Nos. 981-85 T. — M., dated 
the 5rd November, 1915. It was intimated in this letter that the public 
W(»rks ceSs for the year I91H-14 should be given to District Boards uncondi- 
tionally, but that the (piestion whetlier conditions would be imposed in future 
years or not was umler the consideration of Government. Subsequently in 
Mr. iSamman’s letter N(»s. 388-92 M., dated the 7th February, 1914, to your 
address, it was statisl that His Excellency iu Council desired to impress 
upon the District Boards the importance of setting apart a substantial sum 
out of the income enhanced by t!ie surrender of tlie public works cess for 
the sanitation of villages and small towns, for the improvement of water- 
supply anil for anti-malarial operations. 

2. Tt has beiMi the consistent policy of Government to reserve to 
itself the powers of ('ar-marking a portiofi of the public works cess for 
the improvement of the water-supjily and similar objects. Accordingly in 
the Bill which was drafted to amend the Bengal Cess Act in order to.give 
legal effect to the localization of the public works cess, Gox’ernment reserved 
to itself the juiwcr of making rules to prescribe the objects on which this 
cess should be spent and the manner and proportion in which this expenditure 
should be distributed. The {imendmenl of the Cess Act has, however, been 
held in abeyance, pending the consideration of the rocommendations of the 
District Administration Committee. In the meantime the Governor in 
Council desires to draw the attention of District Boards to the recommenda- 
tion of that Committee for the utilization of the public works cess in financing 
unions under the Local Self-Government Act, and to warn them against any 
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increase in establiRhincnt or other recurring expenditure which may al)Horl» a 
largo part of the additional income. 

3, With regard to the expenditure of the current year in view of the 
distress in rural area caused by heavy Hoods and the decline in the price of 
jute, the Governor in Council desires to impress upon all District Ihxirds 
the desirability of spending largo sums of money in the excavation of tanks 
in rural areas. The comparative cheapness of labour should make it possibh* 
for a much needed improvement in this respect to be efteohMl at a niiuiinum 
of cost, while under systematic control such works should go far to rolii've 
local distress by atFording employment for the labouring classes in want. 
With this object attimtion should be paid to the oinployraent, as far as 
possible, of local rather than im])orted labour. \Vliori*ver the I'onditioii oi the 
locality requires, the rule insisting on the eontrilnition of a third of tlie c«)st 
of works on water-supply should be relaxed. In tlu' opinion of llis 
Excellsncy, this enterprise v/ill alford suit abb* opportunity to District Hoards 
for the proper utilization of their surplus balances and iln' adilitional 
resources placed at their disposal. 

4. I am accordingly tn retpiest that the attention of the District Hoards 
in your division may be drawn to this important matter at an I'.arly date. 


N'\ iiS8-92 M., dated Calcutta, tin* 7th Fobruary, 1914. 

From— The llos'HLB Mu. TI. F. SawMAN, I.C.H., Secretary to the (iovormneiit 
of lU'Ui»iil, (r *neral Department, 

To— Tbi* CommiMionerri of the Dacca, Kajshahi, (Miittagoni?, Presid(‘iicy and 
Purdwan DivisioiiH. 

I AM directed to refer to Oovt*rnmeni ordm* No. 9S0T — M., dated tln> 
3rd N'>ve.]nb(*r, 1913. ad Iressed to the Aeeoiintant-G(‘n(‘r:il, Heiigal, copy nf 
which was forwarded to ynii with meiiiorandiini Nos. 981-^5 M., dated the 
3r(l November. 1913. It was stated therein that Government had di'eidiMl 
to surrendm- tln^ public works C(*hs to District Ibwirds nneonditionally for 
the jiroseiit y(*ar. In coining to tliis decision the Govenior in Gouncil was 
inilui'iiciMl by the (;onsi<lerat'On that District Hoanls are in an ox«a*ptional 
position to gaiu'e local rtM]iiircm(mts. and to dct(‘rniine at^cordiiigly to what 
specific jiurposi* this addition to tlieir income can most ])rofitably bo <l(‘Votod. 
While leaving tin* District Hoards a frei‘ hand in the expimdilure (»f this 
incomt' for th(‘ current year, His Excellency in Goumdl di'sin^s to impress 
upon theni the iinportanee of st*Uing ajiart a substantial siim for the sanitation 
of villages and small towns, tor the improvement of water-supply and for 
anti-malarial measun^s. 

2. ln8triiGti<ins have already issm*d regarding the nn'asun‘s lo be 
takim lor jiroviding a pnn* Nvator-supply in tlni interior. Tin* qm-stion to 
which 1 am to invite sjiecial attention at the present time is the jireventioii 
of malaria. The value of quinine as a rome ly for this diseas*^ has beim 
abundantly prove.], but tlie eHicaey of the drug is largely do])embm! on tin* 
adequacy of the quantities in which it is administm-cd. The attention of 
Government has been directed to tli(! fact that the. ave.nige (jiiantity of 
quinim* administered to each patient in District Hoard disj>eiisarie.s falls far 
short of the ininiiuum necessary for efb^ctive. treatment. The Inspector- 
General of Civil Hosihtals ha's now issued instruetioiis to all Civil Surgeons 
to see that in future adequate quantities of quinine aro givmi in .all cases 
of malaria. Compliance with ilmse instructions will involve cunisiiliTahle 
additional expenditure. This is a legitimate charge* upon District Ho.ards 
andshould be met without difficulty out of their increased n‘Houre«*s. The 
wide prevalence of malaria in this Presidency and its baneful elbiots on the 
people have long been recognized, and the importance of taking a<lequatc 
measures for the prevention and cure of this disease cannot be overestimated. 
The Governor in Council trusts that District Boards will realize the pressing 
necessity of bringing within the reach of the people a m<xle of treatment 
pronounced to be effective after continued researcji by competent persons 

3. I am to request that you will eonimunicate the wishes of Government 
in this matter to all Disirict Boards within your division. A copy of the 



Circular No. 81, dated 20th August, 1913, issued by the Inspector-General 
of Civil Hospitals to all Civil Surgeons, is appended. 


Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mft. Donald in his amwer to Question No. XIII 
(unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble RaI Mahbndra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, at the 
Council Meeting of the 7th August, 1916. 
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By the Hoii’bb- IIAI MAIIENDKA CHANDRA MITRA BAHADUR 

Nl\. Mill I lie* (lOVtM’ijinrnt be pli'ased In lay on the table a supplejiiiMi- 
meilirnl pui taiT list (M)iitainiiiir the names, (|ualifications and addresses of those “ legally- 
era (lualilied medical practitioners ” wliose names have hi*en registered by the 

Ih'iigal Coiineil of Mi'diuiil Registration, but (b» iiol appear in the Annual 
Medical List of 1!)1;V16 ? 


The folb’wing answer by tin* Hon’ble Mu. DONALD was laid on the 
1abli«:— 

Coyernment aia* not in possoRsion of a list of the names, 
qualifications and addresses of those legally qualified practitioners whose 
names have been registered by the Bengal Council of Medical IBtegistration 
since the publication of the Annual Memcal List of 1915-16.” 


By the Ilon’ble RAI MAHENDKA CHANDRA MITRA BAHADUR:-- 


Piililk’ntioti of 
the tiuineB of linl} • 
quail medical 
practitiunerM in 
Bengal. 


XV. Are the Government considering the desirability of publishing 
till' names of “ duly-qualifiqj medical practitioners ” in the Calcatta Gazette 
fnnn time to time for the information of the public, after their names have 
been duly registered by the Bengal Council of Medical Registration ? 


^10 


1916,] 


Questiom and Ansfceriu 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD was laid on the 
table : — 

‘‘ The answer is in the negative.” 


% the Hon’ble RAI MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA RAllADUR 

XVI. Are the Government coiisiderinor tlie desirability ol! publishing 
the list of Registered Medical Practitioners from time to tiine at principal 
local places such as ho^iitals, charitable dispensarieH, Municipal, District pi nL-titionoM t 
and Local Board offices, thaiias, railway stations, post iiffiees. etc. ? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD was laid on the 
table : — 

“The answer is in tln‘ negativt*.” 


By the Hon’ble BAIir AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA — 


XVII. 


Will the GoverniiKnit be pleased to state — Xiimlwr o£ 4te 

iii(\iliate paMtfc 

(?j the total nuinb('r of students who ]>assed tlie last Htudi'iitH for I9l 
Intermediate Arts and Science K.xaniinations in 
Bi'iigal ; 

(/i) bow many of (hem applic^d for admission to tlie tliird- 
y(‘ar classes ; 


(m’ how inai^v of them liavi* iu*en admitted, and to wdiieli 
colleges ; 

(w) how many of them have been refused admission and to 
which colleges ; and 


(y) the total number of students who have Immui refused 
admission, aii<l the reasons for such refusal in oach 
cas(‘ ? 


The lollowing answer by tln^ Hoii’ble Mk. HORNELL was laid on the 
table : — 

Tb(' Ifoirbb- Memlier is referred to the (Jalcufta <razf*He of 

the 31st May, 1916 and the 7th June, 1916. 

(//) {Hi), {h) & (y) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given 
to his Question No. XVIII (/?), {iri) and (/r).” 


By the Hoii'l.le BAlir AKIIJL (HIANDRA DATTA :~ 


XVill. 

showing— 


Will tln^ Governiimiit br phrased to furnish a statmiunl N>iiiil«r 

itiati iciilatcM 
n.'iiRuI for 19 

'/i the total numlMM’ of boys who ])assed the last Matrioula- 

tion hlxamiiiatioii in Bengal ; to 

iv) how many of them Jij)pli({d for admission to th(^ Intcu’- 
mt‘diato Arts and how many for admission into the 
Int(‘rmediat(‘ Science classt's, and in what coll(‘gos ; 

(m) how many of them have been admitte,d and to which 
colleges; and how many (if any) have been nJused 
admission. and to which colleg<*s ; ami . 

IJv) the total number of boys who have been refused admission, 
and tlio reasons for such refusal in tmcli case ? 


The following ansvvt»r by the Hon’ble Mk. HORNELL was laid on tin* table : — 

“(i)Tho Hon’ble Meml)er is referred to the list published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 7th June, 1916. 

(ii), {in) & {iv) Government are not in possession of this information, and 
are not in a position to require all the colleges concerned to submit it.” 
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^ (Questions and Answers, 


L7th August 


By the Hon’hle BAKU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA 


ApplicatioiiB for 
ftdmiiflioD into 
ntedica] institu- 
tions. 


XIX. Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(?) the naml)er of applications received for adniission into the 
Calcutta Medical College, the Calcutta Campbell Medical 
fcSehool and the Dacca Medical School for each year during 
the last five years (1912-1916) ; 

f?Y) the nuinl)er of stiidonts admitted into and reiusrHl admission 
to thes(‘ institutions oacli year during the said period ; 

(///) the rciason for refusing admission in each case ; 

{iv) the niimhor of applications received for admission into the 
Btdgachia Mt^lical School (now College) for each year 
during the last five years (1912-1916) ; 

(u) the nuiiil)er of studtmts admitted into and refused admission 
to the said institution each year during the same period ; 
and 

(vi) the reason tor refusing admission in each case ? 


The following answer by the llon’ble. Mu. DONALD was laid on the talde : — ' 

“ (?) A' (?V) The following staLnmmt gives the number of ai)plica- 
tions for admission, and the number of admissions, to the Medical College, the 
Campbell Medical School and the Dacca Medical School during the last five 
years : — , 


MRDK'AT. I’OLLKitK. CaM1‘BKI.L MKIUcAI. MkIVICA^ Si HOoI.. 

SnitiOL. ' ' 

——A. — ^ r- " ' .. , ■ . — ^ ■■ , 



Ap])iiL‘ati<»i)s. 


AppIicaliiitiK. 

Adiiiishioiirt 

AppIii/atiMiis. 

A(liui8sioii» 

1912 

:>44 

I5;i 

• 

111 

195 

52 

vm 

... 5S1 

151 

• 

i;u 

12S 

57 

19M 

102 

154 

• 

121) 

215 

lOO 

1915 

120 

102 

4. 14 

115 

192 

7S 

1910 

725 

107 

1(17 

122 

179 

77 


• Kol uvailnWi'. 


(///) Selec’tion for admission rests with the Principal of the College and 
the Su])erinlendeiits of the Schools. No reasons for refusing admission are 
recorded. The generiil ]>rinciple followed is selection according to merit on 
the results of the University Examinations. 

(fr), (f) & (r/) The Hou'ble Member may obtain the information he asks 
for by applying to the authorities of the Belgaehia Medical College.” 


T r a V 0 I J i n .4? 


By the Hoii’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-llAQ 

XX. Will the Government he pleased to state tlie total amount of 

charKCM of tlio travelling charges incurred during the last year by the touring oHicers of 

touring onjcers of Director of Agriculture? 

the oflice of the 

SiHup^^ * * The following answer by the Hon’hlo Mr. KEltli was laid on the table 

“ The total amount is Rs. 80,783.” 


, By the Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ ; — 

High Englwh XXI. (n) Will the Government he pleased to state wliether there ia 
nhooli. It Hroj. a proposal for handing over the High English Schools at Pirojpur. Bhola, 
kJu JuS- Jamalpur (Mymenaingh) to private management? 

pur. 



Questions and Anstoers, 
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1916.] 


By the Hon’blo MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ-co«c/tt*rf. 

(b) If 80 , will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for this 
stop? 

(c) Will the Government bo pleased tf) state* whether a similar step is 
being taken in regard to any other school, and, if so, which ? 


The following answer by the Hrmdde Mr. HOKNELL was laid on th(‘ table — 

“(a) & (6) The question, wlnMlior the achrK)lH referred to by tin*. 
Hon’ble Member which were taken over temi)orarily by the Government (»f 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, should continue to be under Government managr- 
mentor should be placed under privaU* management is under the consideration 
of Government.” 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 


By the Iloirble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 


, XXII. (a) Will the Government Ik* pl(‘aHO(l to state whether any 
circular order has been issued modifying tin' existing rules as to the award 
of free-suidentships to Muhammadan stitch uts in high schools ? 

(J) If so, will the Government be ])lc*aaed to explain tin* modification 
sought toG)e introdimcd ? 


Award of fru* ■ 
Mtiido(it 8 iiipH Id 
Miiii a 111 in u d u ii 
HtudoDti^ in 
huIiodU. 


(e) If the result of the modification is to limit the numlier of awards |o 
Muhammadan students, will the Government Ik* pleascnl to state the reasons 
for the molificjation ? 


The following answcM- hy the llon'ble Mn. IlOllNELL was laid on tlie 
talde 

“ (k) Revised rules for the award of fn‘.t*-Htndentships were issued hy 
this Government in February, 1916. 

{b) A !c) There wore fonm*rly two sul.s of rules for West and Phist 
Bengal The rules for West Bengal (as amended in 1911) laid down that 
the niimlier of free-studentships shoulti not (*\<*ccd 5 per cent, of a selioors 
enrolment, and Muhammadan pupils vv(*n* eligible for tin* free-Htudc'ntships 
]K*rmifisible under ibis scale. It was also jn'ovided that additional frcK*- 
studentships might be awarded to Muhammadans at the rate of H percent, 
of the Muhammadan pupils of a schoul siihject to Ihe proviso that not more 
than 12 frec-stmleiitships sliould be awarded to the Muliaimriadan pupils in 
any one school. In Piastern Bengal thc^ previous rules laid down that fre.(^- 
studeiitships might be* awanb*cl to non-Muhaminadaii.s at tin ^ rate of .5 per- 
cent. of the total school enrolment and to Muhammadans at the rate of 8 
per cent, of the total number of pupils on the school rolls. UndiT the 
revised rules issued in February, 1916 frce-studentships may be awarded to 
non-Muhammadans at the rate of 5 per cent, of the number of non- 
Muhammadan pupils in a school and to Muhammadans at the. rate tif 
8 per cent, of the oiirolmont of Mnhaininadan pupils, and there is no 
limitation of the total number which may be awarded to Muham- 
madans as was the case in the previous West Bengal riih'S. Tim 
revised rules have not yet been brought into force, free-studentships awarded 
under the previous rules being still h(3ld by boys attending the scliools. The 
question whether effect shall be given to the revised rules in their present 
form is now under the consideration of Government.” 


By the Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 


XXIII. Will the Government be pleased to state the total amount of Travelling 
travelling charges incurred during the last year by the touring officers of the 
Department of Education ? 


toiii'iiig ufticerK of 
til' iH'partiiiPiit of 
E^riL'Rtion. 
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Questions and Answers. 


[7th Aitoubt 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. HORNELL was laid on the table : — 

“The total expenditure incurred during 1915-16 on account of the 
travelling allowance of touring officers of the Education Department was 
Us. 69,245-4-9.’' 


By the Hon'ble Mr. PRAVASH CHANDRA MITIU:- 

New Union Com- XXIV. Will the Government be pi oas(id to state how many new Union 
mitteoBin Bengal. started during the year 191.5-16 and in what places ? 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD was laid on the table : — 

“A staterrnnit is laid on the table Khowing the iiurnber (85) of 
Union Committees established during the year and the places at which they 
were established." 


Siatemnit rnf furred to In/ thr Hon’ble Altt. Donald in his (in.'itrer (a Qtfrstion Xo. A.liT 
(iniatarmi) niikvd In/ the Hon'ble Mr. Pravasii (■uandua Mitra, al the (ouncil 
Meeting (tfUie 7th Angnst, UNf). 


DiHtric't. 

'riifiiiii 

Niiiiii* of rm III 

D <tii( r 


Niiitti* <‘f t'liion 

1 

1 

(oininiltoi* 

i 

Loiiiiiiitlct' 

Ratikmii 

O.iii^ajul^liuti 

INtKIi miiu. 

1 »ni;ca -cuiU'UL 

MuiJbliig.ini 

.Mii'kudim. 


Soniunuldii 

l'alu->liiiHiit;a 

Ditto 

Jiaiiajo^irii. 




Ditto 

Chill Ki'Wiii. 

tlod^lily 

Clianiiiliilu 

Sliciikliaiu 

Ditto 

liiisail. 



tiU|iti|)iiia. 

Ditto 

Balionik. 


liaiipul 

Hiiri|ial. 

Ditto 

Chill Silui. 




Ditto 

Bun r.i 

Hiililiiim 

ilumpiir Kill 

Histn|iiii. 

llaniainpiii 

Balia 


Nullitili 

N 111 hail. 






Faiidpiir 

Sihcliai 

Siliohai. 

Drccii ... 

Mmisliiguii| 

Miiii^iii^i;uii|. 

, I'along 

Palong. 


Maiiikf;tmj 

Maiiikgiiiij. 


Bhaiigu 

Bhiitiga 


Inttu 

1 1 at 1 pill a 


Buliakaiidi 

Baliakamli 


Ditto 

Satin la. 


Ditto 

.lainalpui. 


Ditto 

Darpura 


Ditto 

Dakliiiilian 


Konuii^uii] 

Siiliiiiidyii 


BiiiiKiiiia 

BIiimIiioi. 


Ditto 

Kalalia 


I'aiig'.ii 

Meghiia. 


Ditto 

Mirpiir 


Do. 

ihingau. 


Ditto 

TeMliuria. 


Maduripiii. 

Rujoii. 


Niiwali^iiiij 

.Xawuligunj. 


Qoulundu. 

Itajli^ri. 


Kupasiu 

Sripiir. 

1 



Do. 

.liiiaidi. 

Rungpiir 

Kotiiah 

Sadyapiihkarni. 


Do. 

Kuligiiii]. 

, (jrotuiidagaiij ... 

(iubiridugaiij. 


Siibloii 

Dliaiiiiui 


Ditto 

Maliimgiuij. 


Do. 

Totiiljiiora. 


SiHidarganj 

ilaripui. 


Kaipuiu 

MolicHlipur. 


Cliilmari 

Cliiliuan.'* 


Do, 

Li'iiiutala. 


Gadiaiidliu 

(.TaibuiidliH. 

1 

Uupguuj 

i*aiiuliiloiiu. 

Badurganj 

Copalpur. 


Nuruyaogmij 

Fiitullu. 

IHtto 

Badurganj. 


Ditto 

Ainiiipur. 

' riipui 

riipui . 


Srinagar 

Shekhar uu^ur. 

Kuliganj 

Bhnteuiuri. 


Do. 

Kajaiia^ar*Saidpiir. 

1 Nilpliumari 

Nilpliamari. 


ih). 

RaHuiiia. 


Dimla 

Diiula. 


Do. 

luhliu]mra. 

Domai 

D'lmar. 


Do. 

Huauru. 

' Kiahoi'puiij 

I^l.^llurgallj. 


Do. 

Birtara. 

1 Kurignuii 

Kiingram. ‘ 


Do. 

Srinagar. 

1 



Do. 

Syuoaiddlii. 

Bomu 

Adaindighi 

Diipubanciiia. 


Do. 

Uliugyakul. 

Ditto 

Santabar. 


Do. 

1 Sholugliur. 

Baimlitiilii 

.luipurliat. 


Mudtilii^imj 

1 Haldia. 

Ditto 

lliUi. 


Ditto 

' Betku. 

Sariakaiidi 

Soiiatola. 


Ditto 

• Abdiillupm. 

1 Ditto 

ChuiidaubaiHa. 


Ditto 

! Aiitwihi. 

j 



Ditto 

' Dliipur. 

Tippora 

Hajif-unj 

llujigaiij. 


Ditto 

1 Kalma. 


Du. 

1 Guiidliarliapur. 


Noti.— Utuou Commiuoet II the I >aQC»diHlriot, with the exception uf those at Manihiganj aod Uanikganj, were sanotioned ^ the Itth 
March, imS, with elEeut from l»t April, 1916. 




1916.] Qaeiiiona atid Aniweri, 417 

The Ilackneji-e irriage {Ametidment) Billy 1916. 

Nawab Sir S>fed Shaim-id-Hadn ; Jfai Mahendra Chandra .Ultra Bahadur. 


By the Hon ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 

XXV. Will the Government bo pleased to lay on the table information 
on t\iV‘ followiii^r points: — 

{a) the number of p)lltical crimes that have taken place in Bengal up to 
the end of July 1916 ; 

{b) the names of the accused in each case, together with their native 
district ; 

(r) whether tln‘ accused w<n*(‘ tried in any court or courts of law, and if 
so, with what result V 

The following answin* by the lion’bh* Mu. KKRll was laid on the 
table : — 

“ [ff) The nuinbiM* of ciiHi's believed by the Poll(; ‘ to be comit‘eied with 
the revolutionary nioviunent, which have o(M*urn'.(| duriiij; the pto-iod from 
lllOf) to the end of. Inly, 1916, is ol6. 

The inlormation nMjuired is being eolleetr 1 and will br fur- 
nished at a subse(|u<‘ul meotmg.’ 


LEQI8LATSVE BUSINESS. 

THF CALOUTrA 11A()1vNFV-(JAUR(A(;F (AMENDMENT) 

BILL 1916. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 3. 

Tilt' Ilon’blt' Xawab Sir Syed Sii uns-ul-Iiuda )>ref.rnt<‘«l tint Report 
of the Selecr, (’ommittee on the (Calcutta Ilackm‘y-earruige ( Aniondnient) Bill, 
1916, and inovti I that tin* sai<l Report be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agrf?ed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITcM No. 4. 

The llon'lde Nawab Sir Syed Shains-ul-lliida moved that the (Jalcut'a 
Hackney-carriage ;Aniendment) Bill, 1916, be not further proct eded with. 


He said : — 

My Lord, u copy of tin* ri'port oftlui vSiJim-I (jonimittee has been fur- 
nished to ea(di 11 on’ble Mi'inber. The roa.son.s for their reenminendation are 
given in that report to whitdi I have nothing to add.” 

RAI MAHENDRA (JIIANHRA MJTRA BAHADUR said 

“ My Lord, I ask your Excellency’s pm'iinssion to make a few general 
observations on the motion. The provisions of the Hackney-carriage Act have 
beon extended to a few towns in the mufassal. My submission is that tbt 
two Acts, the Bengal Municipal Aet and the (Calcutta Hackney-carriage Ac% 
be taken together for annmdmont. Thu dehnition of tin* word ” Oarriage ” in 
the Bengal Municipal Act is defective. So also the detinii ion of the words 
‘‘ Hack ncy-carri ago ” in the IlacknejMrarriage Act. ('an the conimissioners 
in a mufassal municipality rccoviir foes for motors and cycles which are 
used in the mufassal towns ? The Madras High (!ourt held that a cycle comes 
under the definition of ‘‘ (Jarriage Willi all respect to the views of the 
Judges of the Madras High Court, I submit that a (^ycle dor^s not conic under the 
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rhe Hackney-carriage {Amendment) Bill, 19 16, [7th August. 

Rai Radha Ckatan Pal Bahadur; Bobu Amhica Charan Mazumdar ; the 
President ; Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; Mr. Eden. 

The Hon’ble RAI MAHP^NDRA CHANDRA MITRA tiAllADVR^concluded. 

definition of the word " Carriage 'Plie chapter on “ Rt‘giHtration of Carrs ” 
ought to he excluded [rjui the Bengal Municipal Act, and incorporated in tho 
Hackney-carriage Act. There is no definitioiM»f the word ‘‘Cart” in the 
Hackney-carriage Act. but there is one in the Bengal xMiinicipal Act which is 
not elastic. My suliniission is that, if the Hackney-carriage Act be amended 
and niodilifd licrcaltcr, fie pi(.visi<.n oi the three Acts — the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, the Bengal Municipal Act and the Hackney-carriage Act — be 
taken into (lonsidorntion by the Council. 

These arii items which 1 submit demand the consideration of the Council. 
There 'diould b(‘ a harmony between the Municipal Acls and the Hackney- 
(larriago Act. Tfien^ should be a harmony also in tln‘ sev('ral sections of 
the Act dealing with hackney-carriages. J ref(*r to sections 31 and 44 
of the Act. 1 take this opportunity to discuss these niatt(?rs that in future 
when the Hackney-carriage Act bo amended the Council may notice them.” 

The Hon’l.le RAI RADHA t.lIIARAN PAL BAHADUR said 

My Lord, I beg to support tho Ilon’ble Mover of the Bill in his motion 
that the Bill be not proceeded with at present. 

Tlnu'e is, howevtu', one matter to which 1 wish to draw attention. TIiitc 
should be some provision in the BiR which will enable an owner or driver of a 
hackney-carriage to appeal against tin* order of tin* Registeiing Offic(*r. The 
R(»giKtering Officer under the Calcutta Hackney-carriage Act lias got extensive 
])ow(‘rs.over tho owners and drivers of hackney-carriages. 1 cordially associate 
myself with the Hoii’ble Mover in the desirability of the improvement 
of hackney-carriages; but, from my (experience* as a Municipal commissioner, 
extending over many y(‘ars, I hav(^ found that large* powers are vested in the 
RegistcringCfficcr without any appeal to any om*. No doulit, in feome eases, 
the (diairman has the right to revise tiu order of a subordinate officer ; but it 
is not jiossibh* for the Oliairman to look into every detail. In many cases the 
complaints are not heard. Sometinn^s serious charges an* brought against the 
Registering Offio(*r and it has b('en found that in soim* cases there might 
have luHiri soiiH* grounds for eomjdaint. Th(*refore, my Lord, T think that 
when this Act is being recast entirely, some provisions should 1)C inserted in 
the Bill to enabh* any aggrieved person to submit an ai>peal to tin* bench of 
commission<*rs. Tin* insertifui of such a provision will make* tin* Registering 
Offiet*r more careful, for his action will be liable to be challenge(l before 
a proper authority.’ 

The HoiTble BAIUJ AMBIKA CHARAN MAdUMDAR said .— 

My Lord, I rise to a | oint of order. The proposal of the Hon’lile 
Membm- in charge of the Bill is that the Bill be inU proceeded with. I do 
not think that the llon’ble Member is in order in discussing these matters 
at this stage.” 

His Excellency, tin* PRESIDENT, said : — 

“ I am afraid that I could not. exactly catch Avhat ihe lion’ble Rai 
Bahadur has oeen saying, but if he has hvvn, discussing the principles of 
the Bill, or if he is suggesting new points for consideration when the Act 
eom(*s under general amendment, I think he is quite in order.” 

The llon’ble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR said 

” My Lord, 1 dojict wish to transgress the rules of the Council, but I may 
say that I beliov(.* I am quite in order in making these observations. As the 
whole Bill is being recast, I deemed it my duty to suggest the insertion Cf a 
provision for appeal.” 

The Hon ble Mk. EDEN said 

“ My Lord. I concur with tho recommendation of the Select Committee 
on tin* (’alcutta Hackney-carriage (Amendment) Bill, 1916, and with the 
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The Eacktiey-carringe [Amendment) Bill, 1^10. 419 

Nnicah Sir Syed Shams-ul’Uuda, 

motion of tlie Hon’ble Momber in ciiargo of this J>ill, that tin* lliil bo not 
further procot^ded with. 

When this Amending Bill came before this (Juuncil a month ago, my 
feeling was that the City of Calcutta had outgrown the provisions of the 
Calcutta Hackney-carriage Act of 1891 and that greater altmations in the 
existing Act were re(inired to deal with the present-day condition of the 
hackney-carriage service than could l>e given effect to in an Ameniling Bill. 

But I considered that for many years past the Calcutta ('orporation had 
been pleading for the additional ])owers and more effeelive c«»ntrol winch it 
was proposed to give lhi*m by this Amending Bill, and I ho])i'il that, if this 
Bill was ])a8sed into l^aw, that it would servt* as a ttnnporary <‘X|n‘dit'nt until 
something greater ami more comph'le. could be brought forward which would 
deal with tln^ matter not only as it exists at tlu* pr(5S(mt day but as it may 
be ('xpeett'd to exist in the near future. 

The Hon’ble M«‘mb(*r in charg<^ of this Bill has not t»)hl us this morning 
when f.lie iiew Consolidating Bill ndn-ia'd to in tht» l((‘])orr of tlu‘ Select 
Committei' is to In* brought forward, but 1 have b(‘tm informe I ainl 1 have rea«l 
in the newRpapiO’s 1 hat a new Bill is to be prej^ared at oii<*e, and that it is 
intended to bring it lud'on' this (Council during tlie cold-wt*at ht‘r session. 

It is now thnM* years, iny Lord, since tin' draft of this Annuiding Bill 
was submitted to tin* Corjioralion of ('alcutta for their opinion and criticism ; 
but it IS 10 years since, the (\)rporatlon first began to move in the matti'r 
and to press for flu* greater puwi'rs it was inti'iided to give them under t.his 
Amending Bill, and, in view of the long tiim* it has takmi to bring this 
Amending Bill Ix'fon^ this (haincil. I may bt* )M’rmi ti*<l to doubt whether 
it is possible to adc(jiiaiely deal with llu* largi'r nn'asun* in so short a tinn* 
as 1 havt' me.niiomMl. 

1 wish now to rt‘eommend that, when a new Bill tod(‘al wit h the hackney- 
carriage service is taken up, the desiral»*.bty of eidtirging its scopi^ l)y 
consolidating under one Bill tin* whoh* of the vehicular tralfii* of Calcutta may 
be cori8i<h‘ri‘d. 

Tin* introdticiion of the motor taxi-cab has alrea<ly had an (dfect on the 
horse-drawn ticca gharry si'rvice ; the first- and second-class ticca gharry ig 
gradually giving way to tin* more modern taxi-cab and in coiirs" of time 
I confidently c'xpeet to 8(‘e cvmi tin* third-ulass gharry (witli its special 
fare arrangements [or carrying a numl*er of passengers at so much a head, 
and which fills a very important n.Miuin'numt for certain <*lasseH of tin* people) 
give way to a form of motor-carriagi* ]dying for hire on similar terms : ami 
I do not thiniv there can be any doubt that in course of time the motor-lorry 
xvill, to a consi(b*rabl(* ext»*nt, sui)ers(‘de the bullock-cart. 

I have only loimhod very lightly on this matter on this occasion. But 
1 take the opjiortunity of expressing an opinion which is iield by many wlio 
are greatly interestt'd in preserving and incH'asing the amcnitic‘S of the City 
of (Calcutta (in any consideration of which the (piestiou of an adoquatit and 
suitable service of public conveyance ])lying for hire must be lookcil upon as 
a matter of niucli impirtance) that it is very ilesirable tliat the whole of the 
hackney-carriage s(*rvl<'fs of (Jalcutta, whether horso-drawn or mechanically- 
propelled, and including the buIlo(!k-(;art, the motor-lorry, the palanquin and 
the rickshaw should be jilaced undor one controlling authority, and 1 hope, my 
Lord, that when framing the new Bill this matter may bi* taken into consid- 
eration.” 

The Hon’ble NAWAB SIR SYKD SIIAMS-UL-HFUA said :~ 

“ My Lonl. as I have already stated, the reasons for this motion are given 
in the report of the Sidect dommittee. But I have been asked to state 
when the Consolidating Bill is likely to come before the Council. As 
regards that, I may state that the whole of the Act was considered by the 
Select Committee and a large number of suggestions were made for improving 
the existing provisifuis. but it was found that if effect were to be given 
to them, it would he necessary to P*fer the Bill again to the Government of 
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The Ihckmiftarnane [ Amendment) BilL J9j6. [7th August, 
Nntcah Sir Syed Shame-ul lludn. 

The Hon’l.le XAWAIi SIR SYKD SlIAi\lS-UL-H[Il)A:-rWrf. 

India. S<*lcct Omiiuith^c thought that it woul-! lu^ hetliM' if, iiistiad 

of j^oin^ up to ilu' (iovorinii'Mit nl India with a h'w more* siu^j^rstioiis for 
aiuendiiK'Ut. iho wliolc Rill wt‘n‘ rrcast and a (Consolidating Rill franit'd. 
The Logislalivo Scon tary undertook to take this up almost inmuMliatidy, and 
when tliis is dr>}M‘ it would perhaps ho ) ossihlc to pri'sont the Jhll helore tin* 
Council in Xoveinher next. Tin* (piestion of a (consolidating liill was ilis- 
cusshI many years ago and th«' <*oneenHUs of o]>inion was in its favour. An 
ohjection was tlnm taken hy the Legislative L)e])artment that as tin* j)ew 
Muuici])al Rill was likely to he juvseiited in Ctaineil sl.ortly. and as the 
language* of the Calcutta Hackney-carriage Act was taken Iroin the Munieijjal 
Act which was going to he repi-aled soon, it was undesiialle to have a 
ConHoli<lating Rill, the language o\‘ which would he thrown out of gc^ar when 
the new Municipal RiR was ] assed into law. It was solely o i aci imut of 
this Ghj*:Ction i hat instead of a Consolidating Rill wi* took up tin* Amending 
Rill. 1, liovvev«*r, think that it w’ill not bt* impossihh* to frame a 
Consolhlating liill sah'guarding against thi* object iem taken h^ tin* Legislative 
])e])aitment and the difheullies which, it was ant ieij)aled, wniihl arise wln*n 
tlie ]n*w Municipal Rill was pass(*d. For thesi* r(*asons ami h»i the reasons 
which ar<‘ stated in the report of theSi*h‘el (hmimitlee it has h(‘(*n thought 
tlesirahh* to drop the Amending Rill, (hn* of the lolnts. for instance, dis- 
cussed hy the S(*lt*ct t’ojnmittei* was wh(*tlier tin* rickshaws w-oiild not he 
brought uinh*!* the Act. Th:s was altogether a m‘W matti‘r and various otlnu* 
suggestions of the same kind were also cnaisidered hy the N'lect (.hanmltlee, 
and it was d(‘cided not lopiocet‘d with the Amending Rill. 1 have no doubt 
that all these changes will lake* some time. i»ut wa* thought that it would have 
taken eijually huig time if we j)roct*eded with tin* Anumding Rill inet(*ad of a 
Consolidating RiII. 

As regards the various suggestions wdiicli havi* been made, including 
those r(‘garding I he inclusion ^^f mot<»r-cars and hiillook-earts in 1 In* Ai*t. also 
so far as motor-e.ars are eonc(*rii“d, they are governed hy a dinei*(*nl. Act. and 
the (pmHt.ion of bringing tlnun under tin* Calcutta llai'kiiey-earruigi* Act, I 
confess, has not lieeii considered. Xow that tin* pro|ios:d lia^ he(*n mad(*. wt* 
Avill s(’(* wdietln*!' it wmiild he jiossihle to do so. It was decided a(tt*r eoiisulla* 
lion with tin* autliontit's eoneerned lhai tin* hackney-carriage traHie slnuild 
c(nitinu(‘ to h(* regulated by iln* (’aleulta Miiiiicipidity, wlien*as lln* r(*gula‘' 
lion t)f motor-ears rests with I lit* ( MJinmissioner of [N)In*e. ('ah ntla. W ln‘tlu*r 
it would he desirrihh* 1o bring both iiijdt*r tin* saim* eontiM)! 1> a«jne*'t!on which, 
liaviiig regard to all I hat has heen said, will he eoiisideri'd before the Con- 
solidating Bill is placed before the Council. 

Tln'i'i* are various other suggestions made hy Hon'hle Meinh(*rs. As 
regards these, 1 may say that many of them do not arise immediately on my 
motion; hut I will give this assuranet* to my Hon’hle friends i hat all they 
have said will he taken into consi(h*ration ami. if desirahh*, will he incorpo- 
rated ill the (Consolidating Rill wdieii it is drafted. 

Om* jioint, which wms considered of very great importance caiid wliich 
more than any other h'd to the dropping of the Rill, w’as the question of 
separate registration for horses ami carriages, it was jointed out that, 
although carriages and horses wvre n*gistorcd together, a practice had growm 
up, and it w’as quite a harmless practice, for one person to owma carriage and 
for aiiotlier pc'rson tt) nwm the horses. Resides, same horses were not aUvays 
hariiessiMl to the same earriag<\ It w'as thought that, if we insisted on having 
the same registration Cor carriages and hovsi-s, it w^ould lead to veiT ^*ave 
inconvenience and it was consideril more cc.iivi'iiient that horses and carrifiges 
should be passc'd sejiarately. This argument was pressed on us very 
strongly and it was thought that this w’as a suggestion well worthy of 
brn’ng adojited. On this ground also w’e decided on dropping the Amending 

Bill.” 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Maulvi A, K, FazUul-IIaq. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Vndn' ihe HalcB for t/ie Dismmon of Matters of (hneral Pahlfc Interest. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 5, 

Tln‘ Ifoii’bli' MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ niovod tlie following 

vt^solutidii 

TIjIs Ouiiioil rocoimiKMuls tu tlio (i»)vrnic)i* In Council that a scctinn in 
Meclianical and Kh^ctrical FngiiHM*vin^j, and dso Vornacniar Survey classes, 
be re-opem^ I in connection with the Daeea School of Fhigine(»ring. 

lie Hai<l : — 

“ My Lonl, it was only about a year ai^o that the Hon’ble Nawab Syed 
Xawab Ali Chau lliury and inys«'lf drew the attention of theCoverninent to ilie 
qui‘stion raised in this resolution l>y int(‘r}S‘llations and also by obs(*rvi^tions in 
the coll rsi‘. of the last Budget d(*bate in Calcutta. The siatenients made by 
various mojiduu’s of your Kxcelleney’s (lovernnient liave since btsni very 
c u'cfully eonsideriMl by h'ailing men in Kastern Bengal, and I do not think 
I use the language of exagg«‘ratiou when I say that there is a growing feeling 
of dissatisfa(!tit)ii at tlie action that was laken in removing the Survt\v class(‘s 
from Dacca ami in abolishing the Fh‘ctncal and Mechanical classes attached 
to tlie School of Kngineering, which, to say the least, lias di'priviHl this ciry 
of two of its most iisidul educalional instil iitions. It is therefore in <lef(M’en(‘e 
to a Very widesjin'ad juildic feeling that I bring up this resolution this morning 
for the consideration of the Council, and I can assure your Kxcelhme.y's 
Covernment that th(‘ recomm(*n lation urged by this resolution has the full 
support, not mendy of tin' citizmis of Dacca, but also of evt*ry leading man 
of Kastern Bengal, 

,My Lord, tin* resolution divi<les itself intotwo parts anil, for tin* conveni* 
ence of discussion, I will hav(* totaki* up the two ])ortions S(‘parat>cly. I will 
bt'gin with t he one regarding the Survey classes. 

The Survey School at Dacca was eslablishcil in I S77, along with similar 
schools at (’attack and Patna, in piirsuanct' of a very ge.iKu-ouK policy which 
ainuMl at giving tin* pi'oplc of Kastium Ibuigal some f»ducation in Survey. 
Thesi* iiist itutions worked independenrly .It lirst, and after abi>iit 17 years 
of useful work tin- Dacca Survi-y Scliuol was atfiliatiMl to tin* Sibpur 
jMigineering College in I he yeir I.SI»4. The Dac(;a Survey School was then 
converted into an Kngincering School ami called tin* Ashanulla School of 
Kiigiin-criiig. In P.lOo, the Survey classe-^ were attached to that Sehool and 
continued to be so till the year 191 1. It is uiiin'cessary at the present 
moment to discuss the course of instructions that was given when tin* Survey 
clasSi's were at Dacca. It will sulHce for my purpose to say that the course 
of trainin ^ that was given and the work that was doin' by the Survey 
clasRi's had been most unifor.nly satisfactory. In 191 1, the Survey classes 
were abolished or, to put the matter more correctly, tln*y were transferred 
from Dacca to Mainamati in (Joniilla. In answer to a question that I put in 
Council on the tith of March last, the Hi>n’ble Mr. Do said that tlm reasons 
of this transfer were the want of adequate accoinimKlatioii at Dacca .and the 
advantages afforded by the new school at (.'omilla in point of site and facilities 
for training. 

This was the answer that was tln*n given, and it was supplemented by 
the observation made by tlie llon’ble Mr. Lyon in the course iif tin* Budget 
debate, when he. practically rcp(*ated tlie. ri*asons that were previously given 
,bj; the Hoii’ble Mr. Do. We may therefore take it that these were the "clunf 
reasons which iiecessitateil tlu' transfer. In order to judge whether the 
recommendation made by my resolution for the re-opening of the Survey 
classes is justified or iiot^ we will liavi' to examine the reasons a little more 
carefully. The first reason that was given was the want of adequate accom- 
modation at Dacca. In the course of the. observations made by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Lyon, we whre told that it was never the intention of the Govetnment t(' 
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Resolution, 


[7th August, 


Mavlvt A. K. Fazl‘ul*Haq, 

The Hon’ble MAIILVI A. K. FAZL-ULrHAQ— 

belittle tlio elaiinH of Eastern Bengal and that a sum of five lakhs of rupees 
had i)een allotted for rendering tin* SehofJ of Engineering worthy of Dacca as 
the capital city of Eastern Bengal. No relbrencp was made to the survey 
classes particularly. But I taki' it tliai out of the five lakhs allotted for the 
improvement of thfi School of Engineering a C(n-tain ])ortion could easily Ixi 
reserved for the Survey classes. And, if It could not ho reserved out (»f 
that sum, it could at h^ast have been reserved out of other allotments at the 
disposal of Government. It is well known that a great deal of expenditure 
has been imjurred at Mainainati. Besides tiu' capital expenditure, Government 
have to incur a recurring expenditiin^ of s(‘vm-al thousands of lupees a year. 

So far as the financial aspticl of the question is concern(»d, we are con- 
fronted with this fact that while, certainly according to their own stat(*nient, 
Government have mad(^ a saving of Rs. 2.600 under the capital head, tljey 
have to incur a recurring expenditure of about Rs. 16,000 a year. J confess 1 
am not a financial (^xpc'rt, but I am net inclined to accept tlie proposition that 
it is financially ad visible to save Rs. 2.600 at tln^ expensi' of Rs. 16,000. 

The next refison given by Gevc'rnmeiit is as regards the <lifference in 
educational status b(‘tw(‘en I he Survey and the Engineering institutions. I 
think 1 can fairly say that so far as tluMprestion wln^ther th(‘ Siirviy classes 
should exist side by side with the Engine<»ring class is concm-ned, there is at 
least a diffeniiicc of opinion betwiM-n the experts. As to this part of the 
question I C(‘rtainly speak subject to correction, because 1 liavi* found opinions 
oxpn^ssed to tin* contrary. But so far as tln^ other class(‘s are concerm*d, 
which worc^ started simultaneously with the Survey class at Dacca, 1 mean 
tlu* classes at (hittack and Patna, tlfey still continue to exist sidt* by siih* 
with th(^ Enginj'cring Gollegi'. and h(»n* «also at I)ae(‘a lh(*y wito so placed foi- 
tin* last 15 years, and I do not think that any iMlucational (‘xperts, or tlnjsi* who 
are entitled to speak witli authority on tln^ question, had any n‘ason to find 
fault with this sysb'in. 

Tln^ third reason giveti by Gov(*rnmenl for I In* tramfea* was tlie advantage 
afforded in point of site and facility of training. So far as the advantage of 
sit(< is c«jncerned, it matters little wln*th(*.r tlie Survey classes an* situati'il at 
Dacca or in the Lalinailnlls. There are so many suitable sites in Dacca itsi*lf 
that Government could i‘asily have chosen one if they were somind(*d. 
Leaving the, ])oint of siti*, I will deal with the question of (^iiiciency iieC(*ssitat- 
ing the transfer. It was perhaps the intmition of (b)vernment to give the 
boys ill the mov schools at Mainainati a cour.se of training which would be 
better than what they used to rccm’ve at Dacca, and I have got it from one of 
the Governnh*nt n^solutioiis that one of the intentions was to fit the boys for 
einj>hymcnt in traverse survey. The transfer, Ihorefore, whether it was 
advisable or not, must be judginl l»y the results that have l)U(*n obtaim*d, and 
it will not. take iiu; long to convince your Excellency’s Government that, jiulged 
by these results, the transfer has not certainly been justified. 1 find that a 
(3ommitt(‘e was aiipointed, consisting of the Princijial of the Sibpur Engineer- 
ing (College, the Director of {Surveys ami the Head Master of the Dacca 
{School of Enginei'ring, some tiim* in HH4, to inquire into the Survey educa- 
tion in Bengal. They were asked to draw up a revised syllabus for Survey 
classics, to suggest the way in which the classetf were to be held, to advise 
generally as to staff and other details and to make a proposal for periodical 
inspection and exaniinntions. 

The Government recorded a n^solutioii on the Committee’s report and 
it will serve my purpose for the present if I road two paragraphs of the 
Government Resolution. We read tliat the ‘ Committee’s report was received 
during the year and is under the consideration of the Government. Several 
students from the Government Survey School at Mainainati near Comilla 
were provided with appointments in the Bengal traverse survey party in the 
cold weather of 1JI14-16.’ 

‘ The Governor in Council regrt^ts to observe that their work was not 
always satisfactory and trusts that the Principal will be able to convince his 
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9 tudeat 8 that Jthe practical work in the field is the object for wliich they 
undorijo training. With the improvements in methods of teaching lately 
introduced it is ho^e 1 that the School will ultimately be a reliable recruiting 
ground for traverse surveyors o1[ th»‘ Department and will also be of use in 
the training of Collectorate kanungos.’ 

So that within a year of tlie transfer, Government themselves had recorded 
a condemnation by acknowledging that the work tlone by the students in that 
School had not always Ikmoi satisfactory. In I he report of the Ihuigal Survey 
by Major Hirst a similar remark is made, and I will read one sentenct^ : 

‘ A majority of the ej-studenta who have b»vn given (iovern merit sorvice 
were not a success.’ This being tlie condition of things as I’egards the 
Mainamati School, .it is necessary for us to soe the kind of work that 
was done l)y the Dacca students and liow far it companvl with the work 
done by the Mainamati students. As far as 1 have been abh^ to gatlier, the 
general consensus of opinion has been that tin* vvoi*k dorn* by the Dacca 
stu lents had always been aatisfact(n*y ; at any I'ate no adv(*rso opinion 
has ever been recoi‘deJ about th(*m. I find also an exprt‘ 88 ion of opin- 
ion by Captain Clayton in which In* says that the work <lone by the 
stinieiits of the Dacca Survey classes was found to be first (dass, in fact he 
had never found any better*. I only wish to r*efer in passing to the i)res“nt 
teacliing stall* in Mainamati in order to coivinet* your Kxcellency’s I’ouncil 
that the step that has been taken has not only not bt»en justified by the 
results but is not at all satisfactoi*^’. Thei*e are thi*ee teachers in that insiitu- 
tioir, including the Principal — ] understand the latter do (*8 not do any touching 
work. As regards the other two, tlie Head Master and tin* Second Master, 
they ar*e both ex-atudents of the Dacca Survey School and before the (u-eation 
of the Mainamati Scliool they served as subordinate tiuicliers elsewhei’e. I 
would not therefor*e wonder at the results of the Mainamati vScliool. Secondly, 

I am informe I that students with inferior initial qualifications are being 
admitted into the Mainamati School. It is therefore no wonder again that 
after tliey have received their ti*ainirig at the Mainamati School that, when 
they are turned out into the world, the wor*k that they do happens to be 
of an inferior quality. 

I have HO far dealt with the rvasuns that liave been given by Govern- 
ment for the transfer of tlie Survey classes IVorn Dac{ia to Mainamati. As 
regards tire want of a suitable site, I have already observed that that is an 
objection wbicli cannot be raised, as suitable sites arc I'.asily obtairrabb* iier*e 
in Dacca as in Mainamati. As regards the financial aspect of the question, it 
is evident that far fr*oin i*esulting in ecenomy, the Mainamati Scliool has boen 
extremely expensive and as regards the kind of work that is done by that 
school and the class of students that are turned out, it has been proved 
from the statistics of the last two years that the Mainamali students 
were much infeidor to the stmlents turned »)Ut fr*oni the Dacca Survey 
School. Those oliservations show tliat this transfer has not been justified 
and has resulted in a serious inconvenience to tire, students both as 
regards the kind ^ iMlucation tiiey receive arid also as regards housing 
and other accommolation nec(‘ssary for the students to ajteird the classes. 
In Dacca, there are many gerierously-disposed persons who iiSod to give 
free boar-ding and lodging to the students. At Mainamati there is a 
residential institution which costs tiie students Us. 12 -H oacb. and after 
they have spent all this money the employmeirt which they can secure 
seldom gives thorn more than Ks. ’Ih a montir. It may be an arguable 
point whether it is desiralile to make eilucation cheap, but so far as 
this preliminary survey education is coiicernod there is some ail vantage 
in giving rmlimentary education in sui'vey to irersons who hav^ not got 
the means to take advantage of the elaborate system of training in higher 
classes in engineering which necessilato.s a largo expenditure of money. It 
is well known that, apart from the employment which these persons can 
get under Government, the big landowners and zamindars occasionally require 
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t)jo services of aiiiiris, and it is under this large class of zainindars in Btnigal 
tliat tlu* l)acca stiuh nts used to get einployinent. and used to do a lot of 
useful work. ] ani informed that sevtu-al siiidents of the Dacca Survey 
School^ were einiilny(*d liy tin* Tata Steel Works at Hoinl»ay, and the work 
they did was very satisfaet«)ry which enahled iheiii to s(*eure more lucrative 
a])p<»intnjents there. Against this w<* have this fact that during tlie last 
three years the Mainamari School lias turned out a])out 70 students, 
aliout f)0 ]ier cent, of whom liav(‘ laih^d to secure any emploj’ment. The 
jiosition therefore is this that, after spending Ks. 12-8 each per month, 
a large majority of students fail to secure any employment whatsoever, 
and il they do gel any employment it miahles them to earn a paltry sum 
oi abfiut Ks. 20 or Ks. 2o a month. I think, therefore, that I can fairly 
say that, judged hy all tests, the transfer has not bemi justifieil and it is only 
but fair to tliis city and to Last«um Ihoigal that the Survey classes be 
re“f»pened in the Dacca Scln/J ol Engineering. It may b(‘ sai<l. as 1 Avas 
reminded by^ the llundile Mr. Lyon, tliat Eastern lleiigal has not Iteen 
deprived of liie Survey (‘lasses because they an^ still being held in one (jf 
the Eastern llengal l(»wns. It is quite trm^ that I'omilla has a claim to 
b(‘ reckoned as one of the important divisional ceiitn^s and it is c«‘rtainly 
an a«lvautage lo tiic [M'oph* of tin* Chittagong Division il tln^y have a Survey 
class at Coniilla ; but if (m)\ eminent ever aece] t tin' jiroposition that Survey 
classes are at all ol any inqiortanci'. if (Government agree with thi' general 
popular view that sumo education ol survi'y slioiihl Ite given in vit'W of tin* 
persistent cry in this country lor ti'clinical education, if ( iroV(*riimeiit agree 
in the mam with the priiieiph‘ that, so far as jiossiUe, some sort of t‘ducation 
should be li'iven in Kiirv.*ying and engineering. I think I In* claims of any 
town in East Deugal should not he advanced at the sacrifice of the intercuts 
of Dacca. Dacca .should havi' its Survey classes, and it will he all I he more 
creditable to (Government if tln^y can open Surv(*y classes in otlu'r imjiortani 
towns of East Deiigal. Our ob](*etion is not. that iGomilla has gut the 
Survey cla»s(‘s hill that Dacca has htM'n dejirived of an educational institu- 
tion whicjjf had been doing such useful Wiirk for more than a quarter (i a 
ceutury.'s/Let us iiav(*a Survey class at Dacca and. if j ossihle. let us have 
half a d(»zen more Surv(*y classes for Eastern llengal. 

The Second jiortion of my n^solutioii reh'rs t(> the rt'-opening of the 
School where meehanical and electrical engineering us(‘d to ht* taught in 
eoninetion with the Dacca School of EiigiiiejM’ing. The reason given in 
answer to a (jiiesiion ]>ut I'V me in the Council nn fith ^larch last Avas that 
there was small demand for men Aviih college qualilieatioiis in these 
sulijeets, and the <‘xisleiice at tin* Sihpur ( ’ollegr of a much larg^jr staff and 
hotter (‘((uipinen! j'«>r instruction. 

My Lord, I am a I raid that the mention of tin* existence of a similar 
college at Sihpur is liktGy to r.nisc a sort i*l l)itl<*r controv.^rsy between East 
and W (^si IJeiigal. I do imt know if my lion hie frimids from West Bengal 
will at all Avisli to pn'ss t he claims of East Bengal in preferenta* to tlnjse of 
MestBmigal or uhetherihey aviII panhai me AAdien I nlead the cause uf 
Dacca, irrespective of the e(uuliiii»n *4' things existing at the Sibpur College, 
riieiv can lie no doiii-t that the Sihjiiir College* is an i*xtremely ellicient insti- 
tution and has now altaiiu'd such* a state of exeelh'nce as can, with 
ditliciilty, be equalled by any ucav institution wiiicli could now be opened at 
Dacca. Attempts sliould bi‘ made not toaliolish the classes at Dacca because 
thmv ha]'])cn to be siiuilir and l»etter classes olseAvhere. Attempts should 
lie made to introdmjc improvmneiits here so that students may liaA'e the 
alternative oi either } rocoeding r(» Sibpur or C(.Hitinuing their studies here, as 
it may best suit rlieiii. It is avcII kiioAvii that there art* A’arious disadA^aiitages 
in tho Avay of students of Easti-rn Bengal proceeding to West Bengal for 
the purpose of their education to any educational institution there. In the 

place. Eastern Bengal is really so cut off from Western Bengal that the 
Students from Eastern Bengal find it extremely inconvenient to leave their 
homes and pursue tindr stmlie.s under conditions Avhich, to say the least, are 
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somewhat tlissimilar from Kustern IJongal (‘imditions. 1 will not go into 
the details of this point, liut it is a matter of eomnuui knowledgt* that parents 
and guardians, it they can find equal facilities or even sliglitly interior 
facilities somewhere in Kastern Bengal, are hardly willing to send their sons 
tor education to any institution in Western Jjengal. I know, my Lord, that 
I have come To the end of the time allotted to me and, with these words. 1 
!;eg to Ctunmentl my resolutirm to the acceptance of tin* C’ouncil.” 

The Ilon’hle BABU BHABENDKA CIIAXDKA KAY saiil 

My Lord, tin* motion which has lu'i’ii hroughl forward hy my Hon’hle 
friend divides itsi*lt into two parts. In so far as it relates to the opening of 
classes in meclianiual and electrical (‘ugineering at Bacea. evei\\(>nt' who has 
the cause of technical education at ln*art must lie in sympatht*ti(* acconl with 
the Hon’hle Mover. As has heen pointed our. it is no new boon ov <*oncession 
that is being d'Uiianded of your LordshijVs Government to-day. ('lasses in 
mechanical att 1 dcelrical t*ngiin‘ering. teaching uploiht* Inrenuin mechanic 
standard, were opeueil in 1!U3 at Sihpur and Bacca simultaneously, in 
pursuance of a scheme for comi»letely hiliircating the (Jivil and the Mechanical 
electrical courses from the 3rd-year class. Before this, stinhuits wlio wen* 
irainel in a four years’ I'oursi* of Oivil Engineering used to hi* giv en .a t h in 
veiiciU’ of electrical and mechanical training at the ettd of the p<'riod. I'lie 
d(d'ects o( this systeni. which turned out hut inditferout mechanical ami 
electrical etigim'ers. \\r\r only t(K) apparent. The new sdiemc was uiveii 
effect to as a remedy, leadittg to the (‘stahlishtmmt of t^xcliisivt* classic in 
electrical ami mechanical subjects from the lieginning ol the lird-year class. 
But, my Lord, whih* the Sihpur classes an* going on — though in the '•hape of 
a three-y(‘ars’ course — those at Bacca have been ri‘Cetitly clnsetl :ift»*r nu 
existence* of barely tAvo years. The reasons that were assigni‘<l for this step, 
in reply to certain qUt*si,ions in lids (doiincii. were the small demand for men 
with ‘college (jiialilicafions ’ in tlu'se subjects, and the cxist(‘nce at lheSlh]Hir 
College of a much larger staff and ht'tter equipment for inst]*m*tiom Tin* 
Ilon'ble Mr. Lyon in his last Budget spci^ch in a manm*r add(‘d two more 
groiimls to this list, iiaiiiely. that (government had discovered lliat tlm \'ery 
large cxpemlitur*’ involve I in tlie maintenance* of this hraucli wmihl he* 
unwarranteel at the present moiiiemt, anel that the chisscs had 'jot pi-ov<‘d 
very popular. 

It will he .>ee*u that many o| the‘se* difficuhie*s we*re not smdi as (‘mild 
not have* h<*en feeia'se***]] at an carlie'i* stage, llowe'vcr that may !»'■*. h-i us 
examine* these reaseam ami find out if the*y justify the abolition ol the* r-la-M s 
at Ba(‘ea. In rej:arJ to tin* que*siiou of eleiuaml, I am not quite .-Irar as lo 
the meaning of the term * colh-gc epialilicatious.’ for tlie^ elasse's that hfive- 
beon discontiiJiieel tauglit merely up to the foreman-incchaiiic '-taneiard 

My Lorel. the aJJe_rcd iusutKeie*ncy of elemand in this line* is not a m-w 
theme in our cMUiitry. It cairn* up fe»r i*xaminatiejn freim time to time, ami 
ciilmin.ated in a spe-cial inquiry by Lieutenant-Colonel (now Gemei-.d; Ati:ms<iij 
and Mr. Dawson as to how technical institutions could he* hroiigJit inie) f:los<*r 
touch and more practical relation with. e‘iiii>Joyers of labour. But ijowlmre will 
ye.nir Lordsliip find it state*el that there i*- actually no lie-M for employment of 
enginjL*ering laliour in India. On tlu* other hand, it is a inaTte*! of common 
knowledge that the railways and e>tdier engini*»*ring coiiee-nis in India do 
employ a large army of engineers of different grades ; <»nly the* Itoys I iinieil 
out hy the Indian institutions do nut seem to he quite.* favourite's with the 
master-employers. Tliirty yf*.arR agee, Mr. Spring, in his mjti* eai the Sii»pur 
College, stated that be knew as a fact that hut few of the hiree.*st class of 
employers of such labour — Eiigiiicors-in-Oliief and Managers of Kail ways — 
were even aw’are of the existence of the Gollcgc. Much improvement has 
undoubtedly taken place in this matter since this was writTcn. And now we 
have it on the authority of the Atkinson-Dawsoii report that the outlook for 
Indians is generally hopeful provided the necessity for preliminary practical 
training is fully realised. Our Hon’hle friend. Sir Kajendra Nath Mukerjea. 
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of whose presence here we are so very glad, stated on a recent wcasion, * I 
am confident that there is nothing inhoront in our blood which perma- 
nently disqualifies us from i)econung sound and practical enjpneers.’ My 
Lord, there are people who suspect that the prejudice against Indian engineers 
may have been to a little extent tinged ])y racial bias. And some would even 
go to the length of thinking that Government havt‘ not done all that they 
could do to remove this handicap. 

It is refreshing to turn from the gloomy ofiicial stateimuits in Bengal to 
the inspiring address recently given to tie' students of the Koorkeo ('olle.ge 
by the Hon’blo Mr. Wood, Chief tmgineer of the United Vrovinces, in which 
he stated that the scope for engineers in India, no matter in which branch 
they have undergone tlndr specialised training, is in the near future likely to 
be iinmensp. In commenting upon this pronouncement, a leading Anglo-Indian 
daily has expressed itself in the following terms 

* It is unlikely that many trained engineers will be forthcoming from 
Europe when the imriod of post-war reconstruction lu‘gins.’ 'India’, con- 
tinues this journal. ‘ will find herself in large pait dependent «/n her own 
resources, and if her new educated class mak(‘S tin* most its opportunities 
and shows a greater inclination than at ]»reseiit tocdioose a practical form of 
occupation it should find abundant scope for its ambitions.’ 

As to whether there is a sufficient (bunaml for boys who used to rectjive 
their training in the mechanical and electrical class(*s at Dacca, there seems 
to l>e some difference of opinion among the authorities themselves. 1 find 
that on this point the Hon’ble Mr. Lyon is contradicted l)y IVincipal Heaton 
who, at the last prize distribution at vSibpui — which was presided over by no 
less a personage than the Hon’ble Sir H. N. Mukorjea— stated that * there is 
an increasing demand for studtmts of the mechanical and ('lectrical sides.’ 

^h-om the report which Mr. Heaton presented on tin* (K'casion it appears 
that in the year HH5, though 28 candidates were at first admitted in the 
three years’ course in mining, mechanical and electrical (*ngineering in the 
apitrenlicc dei)artimmt at Sibimr, only were pn*sented for the (Jellege 
examination at tlm end of the first y(*ar. of which 7 ultimately r(‘mained 
in the (dectrical and mechanical classes. When we rememl)i*r that there 
wen* 4 boys in 1918 and 5 in 1911 in the first-year class at Dacca 
Sibpur doi»8 not appear to bo in a positimi of much comparative advantage. 
If, however, the classes at Dacca an* taken to liave been unpopular, then* 
may have been something in the scheine of studies to account for it. It is to 
bi* remembered that a new threi'-years course has been substituted at Sibpur 
since 1915 for the four-years stainlanl which was brought into existence in 
1918. And we have the statement of Mr. Heaton tiiat if this three-years’ 
course had iH)t lM*en started, the mochnnical and i*h'ctrical classes at Sibpur 
would be nearly einjity. 

So, if the old course has proved unpopular at Dacca it has provfd equally, 
if not more, unpopular at Sibpur. And it would hr doing bare justice to the 
institution at Dacca to lot it have the benefit of the new system wdiicli lias 
succeeded at Sibpur. 

Coming lo the quality of teaching at Dacca, if il is fouinl to be not up to 
the mark, it certainly needs improvement. As it is. Government liave 
acknowledged that the results shown in the electrical and mechanical depart- 
ments at Dacca were satisfactory, considering the limitations in staff and 
equipment. I am fully conscious that improvement in tlie quality t>t education 
no doubt involves an increase in expentliture. If. as the Hon ble Mr. Lyon 
says, the classes had to be discontinued because the large expenditure 
involved would be unwarranted at the present moment, I tliink they should be 
re-opeiied as soon as our finances are restored to equilibrium. 

If, again, we are agreed as to the utility of these classes, why not find 
the wherewithal by retrenchments in other directions ? And it we are in a 
real mood for efiecting economies, we have only to turn our eyes to that 
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costly hobby oC a school at the Maiiianiati Hill, which does not appt'ar to have 
succeeded as an experiment. This briiii^s me to the second ]>art of the reso- 
lution, My Lord, I think that the llun’blo Mover has made out a strong case 
for Hie re-opening of Survey classes at Dacca and the spei'dy abolition of the 
School at the Maiiiamati Hills. And I have no doubt the n‘8(»Iu! ion, ^ which 
has been so aldy moved hy my Hon’ble friend, will commend itself to the 
acceptance of the House." 

The Hon’hlo Mk. RASUL said 

“My Lord, the resolution as it stanls would have had my full and entire 
support, but unfortunately my llon’lde friend has made an imlirivt attack on 
the School at Mainamati in the district of Tippera. If my ILm’hle friend 
ha<l contined himself to this resolution I do not think I should have inHicl(*d 
a speech on liie (-oiincil, but as a member representing tlic Uhittagong 
Division and niyself coming from the distrust of Tip]M'ra, I canrot but eiittu- 
my protest againsi wliat my llon'hle friend has said with regard t(» the Sehoj] 
at Mainamati. ddio- wording of the. Resolution is that vernacular Siirvi'y 
classes he re-ojjencd in connection with the Daciui School of Knglne.i'ring. 
Be it so. Let us have classes at Dacca ami let us have classt‘s eviUTwIien' 
else, but I submit, my Hoii’ble friend has not made out any case against 
the school already in exist<mce now at Mainamati. Ami what are his 
reasons? As far as I could gather, one of his reasons was that stuilenls 
with very little (jualifications are admitted to that School. Well, this is 
not the fault of (Jomilla or Mainamati, or if that is so, it must at once 
be remedhsl. His next reason is that 5(1 per cent, of the siieci^ssful candi- 
dates there havo failt^d to st^curc employment. That is a misfortune we all 
de])lort‘, but 1 sulunit that that also does not go against tlie School there. My 
Hon’ble friend has also said that tlu^ School is expensive. W\dl, it may l)«5 so, 
but when tie* (lovenimont dtudde 1 to transfer tin* School from hi*rolo Oomilla, 
it was on the ground that tlioy could get more extensivti Ih'lds for work there. 
That was certainly a recommendation. Of course, during the last fi‘W years, 
the siici!t«8s Ims not bmm as great as the Government might liavt* expecUid, 
but 1 submit that that is no reason wliy the School should be removed from 
there to Dacca or any wlh‘re else. I thendore submit, let there U' as many 
Survey schools as possible in Last Bengal, but let tin* existing School also 
stand at (hnnilla. If my Ilon’blo friend desires that the vernacular Survey 
classes at Gomilla sliouhl be abolished tliere to be ri'-opene I at Dacca, tlien 
I am against that part of his Ri^solution. So far as the other portion of tlie 
Resolution, I am in full sympathy witli him. My llon’ble fri(*nd lias refen*ed 
to the Siljpur College. I do not want to raise (jmstioiis about the claims of 
East Bengal and Wtist Bengal. It cannot be doubted that it is most expen- 
sive for East Bengal sfmleiits to go to Sibpiir from ilillere.nt ]).'irts of East 
Bengal to ])rosecnto their studies in mechanical and electrical engineering. 
Therefore, if these classes are re-oi)ened at Dacca, it will be a distinct boon to 
East Bengal. And in so!iie future time, we may claim to get a fiill-lledg(Mi 
mechanical and electrical «mgineering college hen^. With thes«‘. observa- 
tions. and wiih tlie rescu’vation mentioned by m<*, I Hiipj)ort tln^ n^solntion of 
my.Hon ble fri«.md.’’ 

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA XATH RAY said :~ 

My Lord, I should like to speak oil tln^ se.coud part of the Resoluiitui first, 
viz., the opening of the vernacular Survey classt^s in coimectioii with the 
Dacca Schwl of Engineering. I think my friend has done well in bringing 
forward this Resolution. 1 have been informed that tln» Survey school which 
has been opened at Tippera, admits only a limited number of students, that it 
is expensive to Government, it is out of the reach of students for whom it 
is intended, and that it has not altogether proved a satisfactory institution. 
In these days when there is cadastral survey going on all over the country, 
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when reeord-of-rightfi liaH heen iiiifiated in s(‘Veral of the districts of this 
Pn‘8idfMicy, we want imni with some knowledge of survejdiifr only to 
aHsist the Settlement Othcers hut to guard the interests of both landlords and 
tenants. It is therefore necessary that facilities sliould l^e given to the 
people of this Presidency lo have as many snrvt*yors as possible. And it is 
not nec(‘Ksary to liavr- a knowlcvlge of th(‘ Knglish language to make a 
conip(‘tent surveyor, such surv(\vors as are required every <lay by zaniindars 
and tin* public, though 1 must a<iniit that a knowledges of the English language 
by a surveyor adds to his usefulness. 

1 sliall now deal with the first part of this Resolution, viz., the re-open- 
ing of a st^ction in mechanical and (dectrical engineering in connection with 
the Dacca S(diool of Engineering. On r(*c(‘ipt of the Resoluti(»n of my 
Hon’ble friend I went to tlu' Sibpur Engineering Oollege and was shewn over 
the mechanical and electrical engineering <lepartments by tlie Principal. 
1I(‘ informed me that all facilitit^s existed for mechanical and electrical 
engimMiring in the institution, that it was well eqnipp(‘d and very well 
stalh'd. It is prohaldy the best polytechnic inslifulioii in India. I was 
informed that it could compare v(‘ry favourably with tin* lu'st polytechnic 
college in England. It is not only tabh‘s ami chairs but steam-launches with 
all their mechanical ajipliances, and everi shells for tin* battlefields of 
Europe wliich are being made tin re. 1 saw thesi* with my own eyes 
and was higldy (dated with what 1 saw. 1 was told by tin* Principal 
of the College that the mechanical and (d(*ctrical (*iigineering departments 
wer(* oj)en to all hoys who liad |>a8H(*d the Matrieulalnm e.xamiiiation, that 
the schooling let' was only Rs. pt'i* month and messing and oth(*r 
charge's Rs. 11. Some, of the profe.ssors wen* nn*nof supi*rior attainments. 
So at aji (*xpense of only Rs. 11 jum* month you can have* tirst-elass teaching 
ill a well-known cedh'ge. 1 was iiioreovtu’ informed that there is ro >m for 
i)() hoys ill that (h'pariment. But I lie number of snnh‘iits is only oO. 
(loveriimciit havt^ bc(*n spending Rs. ].cr month for ket?ping n]> 

this d(‘partinenl alone or rather Rs. 100 \)cy month for each boy. We 
see that in jxiint of etlicicncy, cln'apin'ss and atteomiiKMlaiion then* ('xists 
a iikkIcI institution witliin tin* same Presith'iicy and that at not an out- 
of-the-way jdacc. And I was informtMl that the Phiginecring College, 
with the meehanieal and eh*etrleal engineeiing departments wm* devidoping 
fast. 1 th(‘rel'ore put It to my friend, the Movin’ of this lh*solution and to 
the pi'ople of this plaei*, why should not tin* stinleiits of East(»rn Be ngal 
maki' the best usi' of an institution which 1 tliink is not and has not as 
yet het‘n fully taken advantage of, an institution wln‘n* yon can have a higher 
standard of teaching in meehanieal and ideetrical eiigine(‘riiig tlian in any 
other ])art of India? 'riiere are not such facilities in Dacca as in Silqmr or in 
Calcutta for the study of meehanieal and i‘leclricnl engiin'eriiig. If the hoys 
want t(; (lontiiii* their knowh*dg(* and jiractical training to the making of 
chairs, stools and tahh*s or ri'pairs of eh'ctrie Ians am! lights, that is (juite 
a diflenuit thing. If, Imwever, my friend wants to have a standard of practical 
training under supi'rior (*nvironni(*nts, 1 think tin* hoys ought to be sent to 
Sibpur or Calcutta, for th(*se places have s])eciid advantag(*8 which Dacca 
has not and cannot liave. There is viny liitl(' in the *<hape of ineelianical 
engineering at Dacca. We have got in or near Sihpiir, jute mills and cotton 
mills, railway workshops, the docks, tin' iron foundries and several finns of 
niHchanical engin('‘ering, such as those of Burn & (h)., Messrs. Martin & Co.^ 
John King & (’o., Jessop & Co., the h’alcutta Kh*ctric Supply Co. and 
numerous uthers. These an* jdaces where one can get practical experience 
of mechanical and electrical cngim*oving aftt'r finishing one’s studies in the 
Sibpur Eiigiiieoring (V)llege. We cannot liopc to acquire I lie knowledge 
which we (*an acquire at vSibpur anywhere else* Little learning is a 
dangerous thing, and it is useless to learn a smattering in these subjects and 
come out of the college with a knowledge which cannot jirove to be much 
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Siv Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, 

The Hoil’ble liAl^U SIJKENDIIA NATli HAY— 

usefttl t>r of mu 'li benefit either to the student or to the public. In these 
days of hard competition and survival of the fittest, evtu-y atKmipt should be 
made to give our Isiys the l)est training possible. We shouhl tluM-idore try 
to utilise the present instituticui at Sibpiir. There cannot Im* I'lficimiey when 
there is a lovv(*r standard of teaching. 

“I would therid’ore ask iny Hon’ble friend to consider these cpiest ions 
before pressing this part of the Resolution. I am not at all opposed to the 
Resolution. Far from it. I should like to see tin* ineans of aetjuiring 
knowledge, the agencit's for imparting knowledge increase throughout 1 he huigth 
and breadth of th“ land, so that in the words of Ilis Majt'sty tin* King- 
Kmperor. ‘the hom(*s of llis Indian subjects may be brightened and th(*ir 
labours sweetened by the spread of kmmdedge, with all that follows in its 
train — a higher l(*vei of thought, of comfort ainl of health.’ Rut wo must try 
to look at a question from all jioiiits of view.” 

The llon’ble SIR HAdENDHA NATH M(X)KEIUEE said 

“My Lord, I yield, I hoj»e, to no om* in my (tamest dt'sin* for tin* 
encouragement and spread of te(‘hnical education in India and particularly in 
Rengal. Rut I am sorry that to-day I am in the anomalous iiosition of having 
to oj)posi* that part of tin* r(*Holutitin moved by my Hon ble frii'iid MauJvi 
Fazl-iil-Haq wliich n'laies to tin* re-opening of a H(*ction in Mechaiii<*al and 
Electrical Engin('(*ring in eoniiection with tin* Dacca School of Engin(‘iM*ing. 
1 may be pm-niitted to <*xplain my rt*asons, briidly, f(.r taking up such a 
position. Mechanical ainl Eh‘ctrical Engiin*(*ring, broa<lly speaking, may be 
subdivided into two classes, the higher and lowea*. There is no iiislitution, 
as far as I am aware, in India suitabh* and projicrly cnpiippi'd for imiiarling 
education in the higher branch. So far as tin* lower braneh is eonetM-iied. 
th(*re an* several inslitutioiis in India such as in Bombay, IbiorkiM* and 
Sibpur, although the equipment, workshojis, and laboratori(‘K, ev»‘n in these 
institutioiiB, are not all that can be desired. The jirimary and essi'iilial part 
in the education of this class of mechanical and electrical eiigiin*(‘rs eonsisis 
in tin* practical irainiiig of the students which can only be properly inqiarted 
in institutions where tlien* are larg«‘. wt*ll-equi|>])ed laboratori(*s and work- 
shops. Tin* theorelieal jiart of the education of these Ktiiileiits, 1 venturi* to 
think, IS only comparatively of sf*eondary importance. In England and 
other parts of Europe, lads for this class of engineering, '/enerally, I may say 
almost universally, leave school at the agi* (»f 15 or 16 an 1 enter siiiiabh* 
workshops as apjirentiees and then* work like ordinary workmen fi-fuii 
eight to tell hours daily lor a pe.rio<l of thn*e to live years, ddiey acijuirc* 
their th(*oretieal knowledge- by attending evening classes and on tin* (’ontiiu*nt 
tlu*y also atti'iid Sunday classes. Tin* coiiseqmmee is that these youths, when 
they complete rheir appn*iiti(^i*ship and leave tin* workshops, are well suited 
for the jiosls of assistants in fa(;torics or other t*ngine<u'ing workshops and ar-* 
generally successful in their career. Apprentie.es who do not show any aptitude 
for mechanical training an* .soon weo(h*d out in the* worksiiops an I adojit other 
walks of lif<» mon* suite I to their natural inclination atid aliility. Ilid’or- 
iunatcly in India, particularly in Buigal, boys are. jmt into englne. ring 
schools or colleges often against their own inclination or aptitude ainl most 
of them after speinling three to five years in a college get through their 
examinations, but the majority of them are failures as practical niechanie^ 
owing to the.r not having had a thorough grounding in tin* practical snle. of 
their profession. To remedy this defect in tin* education and practienl train- 
ing of students in the mechanical and oloctrical engineering e-lass(^s, a 
proposal was made at a meeting of the (Governing l^xly ol the Sibpiir 
Engineering College held last month und(*r tin*- presidency of tin*. Hon’bhi 
Mr. Lyon, the Vice-lVesident of this (!«)uncil, by Mr. IIarin*tt, Locomotive and 
Carriage Supprinteiident, Eastern Bengal Railway, Kaiichra])ara, to the effect 
that he would be willing toadmit a certain number of stu lenls, both Aiigbr 
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The Hon’ble SIR RAJENDRA NATH MOOKElUEE-coTic/Wtfrf. 

Indian and Indian^ in the workaliopR at Kanchrapara for practical trainings 
and ho suggefitod that after a course of three or f years’ training at the 
worksliops these lads should admitted to the Sibpur Engineering College 
for their theoretical education for a further pi'riod of two years — making five 
or six years’ training in all. It is hoped that they will then be able to take 
their ])Iaco successfully side by side with mechanics who have had an 
English training. As some doubt was expressed as to the sufficiency of the 
eloinontary education of Indian lads» at the age of 15 or 16 years, a sugges- 
tion was made that if such an arrangement were n.mh^ whether it would not 
be practicable to impart theor(*tical education as w(dl as practical training 
simultaneously, say, 4 days’ practical and 2 days’ theoretical. A sub-committee 
was appointed, consisting of three ()X])crt8 in technical education, to report on 
the oxpeditmcy and feasibility of such a schem(\ My Lord, it is therefore 
al)undantly clear that the Governing IhMly of the ‘Sibpiir College, com) osed 
of distinguished educationalists and experts in teeJjnical education, having 
a staff of t(‘chnical professors with an aggn^gatt* pay of Ks. 2,1^()() j)er monsem 
and with fairly extensive workshops and lahoratorh's, do not consider the 
present methods of educating lads in the electrical and mechanical branches 
of engineering as satisfactory, and have appointcMl a suh-committi'e to suggest 
moans to improve the present methods of education with the object of making 
the training more ])ractical. 

My Lord, it is not unknown to yon and fo the members of this Council, 
including my Hon’ble friend the Mover of this resolution, that it is a standing 
reproach that llengali students of mechanical and electrical engineering are not, 
gimerally speaking, suitable for the work for which their education and train- 
ing is supposed to fit them. The reasons for this, as far as I have heem able to 
ascertain, are due to causes beyond th(^ control of tin* studtuits themselves. 
First, as I have al realty stated, they are pressed hy parents and guardians to 
take up a carirr for which they have no inclination or aptitude and, secondly, 
the metlicKl of education in these branches of engini*ering eomju'ls them to 
give mon? time to the theoretical part of th(‘ir education than to ju’actical 
training. It should bo the aim of all well-wishers of our students to try and 
remove the drawbacks of the existing systmii rather than add to them, as 
wouM certainly bi^ tin*, case* if more small schools of engineering are opened 
or re'op(*ned. Such schools can only give a very imperfect education and 
very little ])ractical training, and wouhl in many cases ruin the future careers 
of students wdio, without boing in a position to judge, join thiun in the hope 'of 
laying the foumlation of a successful future. 

My Lord, I shall not take up more of tin' Ooiincirs time, hut I hope that 
my llon’lile frii'iid will realise that if tin* first ])oriion of his resolution is 
given effect to, if the re-o|)i*ning of the meidianieal and electrical 
engineering sections of the Dacca SchiKiI of Engineering takes jdaco with- 
out proper staff, e(pii])m(‘nt and workshops, he wdll be doing great injury 
to the cause of technical education. In my opinion, w'o should 
concent rale tmr energies and use all tin* funds available for the purpose 
of bringing this branch of (‘ducation at the Sibpur (h)llege up to tin* 
highest standard possible. I could perhagj^ sympathise with my Hon’l)le 
friend if the Sibpur College could not take in all the stmlents who 
wisheil to take up these branches of engineering as a profession, but this is 
not the case as the college can admit many more than havi* hitherto sought 
admission. If it be considered necessary or desirahb* to offer special 
encourag(*ment to students from Eastern Rengal. 1 would suggest that special 
scholarships or froeshijrs be foumled at Sibpur for students from these 
districts. Having the w^elfaro of engineering students very much at heart, I 
am strongly opposed to any system of training wdiich will not ])ermit them to 
start (»n their professional careers wdth every advantage that experience has 
shown to be necessary and for this reason 1 feel it my duty to oppose the 
resolution proposed by my Hon’ble frieml.” 
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The HoQ’ble BABU AMBIKA GHARAN MAZUMDAR said — 

“My Lord, for the future ilevelo.)meut of Eistern Beiifiral and, for 
the matter of that, of thet entire Presidenoy, it is of the utmost importauee 
that a fresh centre of eulture and eiillghtonment should bti established at 
Dacca, once the hifrtoric capital of Bengal. It is said to be the st'coiul capital 
of the Province. But it should be so not merely in name but in substance also. 
Dacca should lu* to Oalcutta what Poona is to Bombay. With a rt‘si liMitial 
university in this aueienl town tlu' realisat ion of f his ideal, if sincerely and 
/.ealously pursued, may be neither l-x) ditHcult nor v**ry far ilistant. Asa 
preliminary stoji towards this ^reit iMinsummation d«n'outly to b * wished, 
Dacca should bn provided with two in lepemhmt first-class institulioiis — one 
in Medicine and the otlnn* in Fhi«xineerin^. Thi‘ rt‘solution brought foiwvard 
by my Ilon’bh^ friend t()uch(‘s neither the otu' nor the other, and I am friM* 
to confess it does not satisfy me.. I am, how»*ver, in pm-fect agretmumt w'ith 
him in so far as he <lemands the re-openinfj of vtu-nacuhir survey (dasses in 
connection with the Dacca School of Enginem*in^. There is umloubte.lly a 
Cfrcat demand in tln^ country for professional surveyors of this class and 
the eatablishmmit of Vernaemlar Survey classes hen^ at Dacca would ffo a 
great way to meet this deman 1. But I do not th.nk that to attain this object 
it is at all necessary to intm-fen* with tin* existing Survey Sdiool at 
Mainamati. l)a(^ca and (Jomilla are enough wide apart to admit of two such 
schools for two diil'erenl and distant parts of the province. Besiiles, I am 
unable to advocate the princijile of robbing Petm- to pay Paul. I thendore 
heartily support the si^cond [>art of my llon’bh^ friend’s ri‘solution witlnmt, 
lenveviw, any prejudice to tln^ Mainamati School. As reganls t!ie first part 
of the resolution wdiich urges the establishment of a section in mechanical 
and electrical (mginenrmg in connection wdth the Dacca School of Engineering, 

T do not think that it (Uthcr satisfies th(‘ ai'tiial reipiireinents of the idi^al 
wliich I have put forward at tin* opening of my ad Iress, or that it is a practical 
or satisfactory means to^vards the attainment of the object wdiich tho 
resolution has appanmtly in view. Mechanical and clec.trical enginem-ing 
are highly technical subjects wdiieh require not only a more (dlicient leaching 
siaflf but also a much higier qualilifnti»m for the students than can be 
i'xpei’ted in an ordinary enginemdug scdiool sucli as we have at Daccji. This 
higher lirineh of [iraiJtical en<gineering wmuld also reijuire «‘Xpensive. labora- 
tories an 1 other appliances wdiich (;annot be wdthin th<' scojio of an ordinary 
engineering school. 1 should have therefore i*xpected my llon’ble friend 
to have urgeil for the establishment of an Engineering (College at Dacca, like 
th ' on* whiidi has longbeeai in existence at Sibpur, and which by slow degrtM'S 
might eventually come to acipiire the higher standard of eHieiency, w hich 
the latter has attaiiie I ii me, idianical and eh*et ideal engineering. I depre- 
cate the tone of any discussion which views with ji-alonsy tlie develop- 
ment of one part of Bengal more than another. I have no faith in ]>aro(diial 
patriotism circumscrihed hy ge()gra])hi(;al boundaries. 1 am a Bengalee- and 
Bengal is my motherland. Wliati^ver improvement is effected in one part 
of Bengal benefits the other By all means let us try to improve Eastern 
Bengal; hut let us not think that the improvcmeiii of Western Bengal 
is antagonistic to the develojnnent of Eastern Bengal. A good scheme should 
have a solid foundation for it and it is harlly of any praciical utility to 
devise an ill-eonceived project without propi‘r materials for its execution. 
While therefore heartily supporting the second part of my Hon’hle frieiul’s 
re.solntion I do not see my way to supj) irt its first part.” 

The H n’ble BABU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA said 

" My Lord, I want to make only one or two o!»si*rvations «»n that part of 
the Resolution which deals with the Survey classes. The n-solutioii as it 
stands is absolutely ilifterent from tin* quo supp»)rted in the Hon’ble Mover’s 
speech. The resolution as it stands has no reference to the transference of 
tlie Survey classes at Comilla to Dacisa 
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Mdulvi. J. K. FazUul-lJaq ; Bahu Akhil Chandra Datt a ; A/aulvi AM 
Kasent ; Mr. Lyon. 

The Ilan’Uo JlAL'LVl A. K. FAZL-IIL-HAQ said 

*' J never wanted a re-lrauKl'er.’* 

The Hon’l.le liAliU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA. continuing said — 

‘‘ If that is not liis intention, then I support his resolution. Rut ihe 
position iniifit be made clear, and it must be distinctly understood that 
tlie Hon’bl<' Member d(x*8 not want any re-transfer of trie Survey classes 
from Mainamati to Dacca. But if he insists on it. then I submit that this 
resolution should not be discussr^d to-day, because we an* not prepared with 
facts and figures." 

The Hon’ble MAIILVI ARUL KASEM said 

“ My Lord, 1 beg to say srimething in connection with the observations 
that have fallen from the Hon’blo Sir Rajendra Nath Mookcrjca. It has 
been said that the first part of the resolution is unneci'ssary because there 
IS a Government Engineering College at Sibpur and that there are mechanical 
and electrical classes in connection with it. The Hon’ble Babu Surendra 
Natli Ray lins stated that there is acc(»mmodation for 90 boys in these 
class(*s. 'riii're are at present only 30 boys attending those classes and so 
tlien^ is room lor fiO boys more. Rut, my Lord, what w(* want is education in 
industrial and technical subjects and I submit that accomiiKKlation for 
90 students is not sufficient for a province like Bengal. It is a fact that the 
mechanical and engineering classes existed in Dacca for more than 20 yi ars. 
It was slarled in 1894 and abolished in 1914 and 1 do not see any reason 
why that cannot la* re-established. It has bt*en (»bst‘rved that a school 
of meehanical and electrical engineering which has not a proper si all’ will 
be of no use whati'ver. But I In* resoluti<»n does not suggest that it slnudd 
not 1)0 pr(jp(’rly stafted. What I want to say is this that th<*re should be a 
fully and i)roperly-e(iuipp(‘d school h(‘re and that would (*nc()Urage East 
Bengal boys to get themselves trained in these* two subjects, and I think 
that there can Im* no two opinions on the subject of ri-o])ening such a school 
at Dacca. There are Schools of Engineering in Bihar and Cuttack, and I see 
no reason why there should not be one in Dacca." 

The Hon’ble Mu. I.YON said 

"My Lord, 1 iliink we are to be congratulated on the very interesting 
debate to which this reHoIutioii has led. We have had this matter discussed 
from both points of view, both in favour of the Hon’bh* Mend>er who has 
moved it and also in favour of those who are op) osed to it. I think I may take 
it as thoroughly understocKl that we are all at one, and in sympathy with 
the Hon’ble Mover, in the general desire to spread technical education of 
all kinds all over the Province, whether it be by the teaching of surveying 
or the teaching of mechanical and electrical engineering. The Hon’ble 
Meniber might c(*rtainly have credited this Government with having no 
desire to do harm to Dacca in this particular matter, and I can assure him 
and the Mcmb(*rs of this (’ouncil that the question of how the reduction in 
the courses at the School < f Engineering in Dacca would affect the general 
prosperity of the School and the advantages to be ofl'ered to Dacca students 
was very cari'fully considered, with every possible cait* lor the interests of 
these students, before we came to our decision. Gonsequently, I think, that 
when the Hon’lile Mover sat down, other Hon’ble Members of this Council 
must have been left with a .suspicion that other reasons w^ere to be found 
why these Cf)ur8es of instruction should have been closed. I am glad that 
these reasons should have been given to the Council, and with so much 
ability, l)y some of the Hon’ble Members who have joined in this debate. I 
think that w(* could not have obtained in Bengal any greater expert in these 
matters than one of the Hon’ble Members who have addressed you on the sub- 
ject. The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharjec has personal Knowledge and 
experience, and he has ex| lained to you with great care w'hy it is that he is 
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The Hon ’hie Mu. LY()N — eonfitmvd, 

unahle to accept the motion, bo far as it relates to the mechanical ami 
(‘lectrical ov<‘rseer course in tlie Scluxil of Engineering here. Wo have also 
had an interesting speech from the H(»n’hle Mr. Surendra Nath Ray, who has 
studied the question on the spot, in that he has visited the Sihpur Engincer- 
ina: Coll(‘ge and has examined into tin' circumstances in which mechanical 
and electrical engim'oring luv taught in that College. Hcfore we came to 
the decision to close the classes in Dacca, we took a great d('al of trouble tn 
find out exactly how far this form of teaching could he adequately given 
here in this school of engineering. We began by having the clasKos 
inspected by the two exiierts in thesf^ subjects—Mr. Everett and Mr. A. K. 
Taylor. They reported to the Joint Technical Education B(«ird, and at the 
same time the Superintending Encrinoer, Mr. Walsh (ncov Chief Engineer to 
the Government of Bengal), with Mr. Heaton, also reported on the subject 
in the course of a general inspection of the work of the school. All these 
gentlemen reported against maintaining the Overseer classes in Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineering in Dacca, and the Joint Technical Examination 
Committee Board, which comprises the best advice which wo can get together 
in Bengal, agreed that it would bo better to close the classes here. The 
reasons have boon examined by tin* Hon’ble Momber, but T think that In^ has 
omitted to give, full considoratioii to the want ofd«unand for thost^ classes. The 
Hon’bje Member who last spoke saul that thi' accommodation provided at 
Sibpur for thirty students would not Suffice, and that \\v want(*d a largi' 
number of stmlonts to study these subjects ami go out into tln^ world to 
obtain employment, linfortunately, however much accoimmilation vvis may 
give, we do not get students to make usi* of il, for the very go<Hl reason that 
wlnm they go out into the world they do not g«‘t cmployimmt. Tduj classes 
attract'd four studmits wh(*n they wen* first opened ami iii the st^cond year 
attracted four more. Tli(*-se wi've the only studeaits who came, and only four 
students appeared from Dacca for th(3 (examination in this Branch in 1915 
and four in 1916. I may tmmtion that for the samiM'xamination only six 
stiuh'nls appeared from iSibpur in 1916. (JonsecpKuitly W(» had only t(3n 
students in the whole province ; and I think that the. (Jouneil will agn^e that 
it is not a practical proposition that we slioubl establish sejiarate. classes and 
set up v(*,ry elaborate and (*x|Kmsive equipment in two parts of the province 
for the benefit of only ten students. Had there been any great demand for 
thps(' classc's Ave should certainly have provided for the expenditure nec(3ssary 
to supply the School of Engineering h( 3 m with tin? extra equipment and extra 
staff to enable it to afford education in this subject to the sliidenls pressing 
to obtain it. But that demand has not arisen. 

Th(^ Iloii’ble Mr. Bhabendra Oliamlra Ray lias suggest(‘d rliat there is 
ample scotic for the extension of instruction in engineering. 1 should like to 
correct a possible misapprehension in Ibis maUtM*. We fully admit that thciro 
is a demand for facilities for (uigineering education, and we have hImjwti 
ourselves at all times ready to m(?et il in ev(*ry possibh* way. But we are 
dealing here merely with the Overseer course in Mechanical and Ebxitrical 
Fhigineering, and for sucli a course no demand has bi^en shown to (<xist. The 
Government are accordingly nnahle to accept that portion of this r(*S(jlntion 
which refers to these classes. Although we n'aliso to tin* full tin* disadvan- 
tages of Dacca students in Calcutta and the (expenses they hav(* to incur, (and 
we regret very much tln^ disahiliti(*s from which they suftju*), W(! could not, 
having regard to financial considerations, l^^})eoially at the pr«‘sent moment, 
promise to re-open tln.'se classes here. 

With reference to the Surv(*y classes, 1 am glad to ho able to meet the 
Hon'ble i^ember’s resolution, at least partially. We did not close those 
classes here without very careful consideration. An expert committee 
inspected them and considered the subject, and a conference of officials went 
into the tpieduon under tlie. onbes of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Govijrn- 
ment at a lime wlum we were doing Jill we could to help D.acca. The con- 
ference came to the conclusion tliat it was undesirable to continue the classes 
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at the Engineering School, and a complete scheme was then prepanjd with a 
view of concentrating all edu(;aiion work in surveying, both elennuitary 
surveying and higher class training in survey work, at scnne suitable cmitral 
place, and after a good deal of examination and discussion it was determined 
to establish this survey sclmol at Mjiinaniati. A very general desin* has, 
however, bemi expressed for the reintroduction of thest* particular classes in the 
School of Engineering at Dacca. They weni very siicct'SHful Inu’e, and thfu'e is 
some ruas«)n to believe that they may not possibly thrive so healthily at Maina- 
mati. While tln^ Government are therefon' considering the question of 
re-opening tlu‘se class(‘H, we hav(‘ to deterniine tlie e.xaot form the classes an^ 
to take, how far they will fit in with the higher training in survey which is 
offered in the School at Mainamati, and also tin* curriculum which will 
be approved by tln^ zainindars and others who an* — as pointed out by the 
Hon'ble. ^Ir. Surendra Nath Hay — the chitd' (‘inployiu’s of this form of 
labour. 

As to the attack which has boon ma(h* on the School at Mainamati, we 
have heard the n^asons given by the Hon’ble Mr. Uasul in suj)port of the 
action tak(ui by Government to start this School, and the evidenei* which he 
has giv(ni to show that the school is not so bad as it has been ])ainted by the 
Hon'Ide Mover. It is a new institution, which has had to deal with new prob- 
lems and has hud its ditficulticb. It is to be ins])i*oted V(‘ry shortly by the 
Hon'lde Air. Deatson lieU, who is going into thi' whole question of the train- 
ing of surveyors and will d(?al incidentally with thi^ institution of classes 
olsewhfu*e, should they be required, to lead up to the higher work at Maina- 
inati. 1 am sure that the Hon’ble Mover will In* glad to hear that lhi‘n‘ is a 
very simple exi)lanation of the extraordinary difference to which he has called 
attention in tin* cost of the defunct classes at Dacca and the School at Maina- 
inati. He stated that the work which ustnl to be dom* here at Dacca for 
Ks. 2,H(K) is now l)eing done at Maiiiamati at a cost of Ks. 1H,()0 . Hon’ble 
Members must havt* regndded very much to think Miat we wore dialling with 
matters in this fashion in these tinu's of financial slress. hut as a matter of 
fact the work which is being done at Mainamati includes a great deal of 
higher training work in survey which was no ]>ari of the curriculum in the 
Ihacca classes. An attempt is being maih* at Mainamati to givi^ a thorough 
equipment in survey to all classes of surveyors, ami to train nn*n Cor the higher 
branches of survey work as widl as for the elementary duties of ainius. We 
wish to fit Dengalis for those higher dejiartnu’iits of survey work which have 
hithm-to been almost entirely absorbed by up-e.ountryinen. The Hon’ble 
Member has coinplaiinMl because we cannot convert Dongali students into 
thoroughly competent traverse survi*yors at the first attiunpt, and has compared 
these traversi* survi*yr)rs wrongly with the timm turneil out from the School 
here. Uj) to (piite recent years there were very few liengali traverse surveyors 
at all. and tin* whole of the traverse survey work done* by tin* Survey iK'part- 
inent was done by up-country surveyors ; but w(* have been iiiaking every 
effort to lit Bengali students to take up this work and to perform in their own 
country duties which are now being done by foreigners, and 1 am quite sure 
that Hon’hle Members will sympathise with us in the efforts we are making. 

With refcr(*nce to this training in surveying, we are still trying to work 
out a com]>lete and satisfactory scheme, and we t hink that this will lead 
eventually totlie re-opening of the classes at Dacca with tlu* desire for which 
we very greatly sympathise. 

I am sorry that I cannot meet t he first part of the Resolution except by 
an uncompromising negative ; but in the casi* of the lattt‘r part of the Resolu- 
tion, while I do not think that this Council should commit itself at once to a 
decision that the former classes at the -School of 'Engim^ering here thould be 
re-opened until wo have gone into tin* whole matter' still further, and 
until the Mainamati classes have been carefully inspoctiHl again, I think we 
may look forward to the probability of the establisbmoiit of soiim such classes 
in Dacca within the next few months. In tbesi* circumstances, I would 
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suggest to the Hon’ble Member that he might withdraw hia Resloiition. or. if 
he does not wish to do so, I would aak the Council to meet it w’tli a 
negative.” 

The Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ said 

My Lord, before I reply totlio Hon’blo Mr. L 5 *oii’s olmervations, I should 
like to say that I would have been very much obliged if be bad stated with 
further clearness the position of (lovernment as regards the re-opening of the 
Survey classes at Dacca. As far as I can understand ihe positicm, Covorn- 
ment are not prepared to commit themselves by tlieir promises and 1 do not 
think 1 Ciii fairly expect any member of Government to make a definite 
promise of that character. Dul if, as tin* llon’ble Mr. Lyon has admitted, 
there is a growing desire on the part of the people in this country for the 
re-opening of thi^ classes, if the Government are satisfied also tliat it is 
desirable to re-open these (‘lasses, then we are satisfied that on some fumre 
dale it will bo done. 

As regards the first portion of the Resolution, I know it is hopeless for 
one to go on with it. I have now b(‘(^n four years in (h)uncil and know tliat 
going against official opposition is like dashing one’s head against a stoiu* 
wall. Rut if Government really accepl tin* second portion of the Resolution 
it will meet with the wishes of the i and wt* must be content with 
small mercies. If, my Lord, a statement like that is made, I would ask for 
your E.tcelloncy’s perini.ssion to withdraw the Rt'soluiion.” 

The Resolution was then, l»y leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 6. 

The Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAy was to have moved the 
following Resolution : — 

I’liis Council recommends to th'* Gov^ernor in Conmnl that a larger 
number of Muhammadan students than at prosont bcadmiited each y('ar into 
the Calcutta Medical College and the Campbell Medical School. 

He said : — 

My Lord, since I gave notice of thi.s Resolution, I have ha I a talk with 
the Hon'ble the Surgeon-Gcm‘ral and also with the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, and 
I do not wish at the present nnuiient to press this R«‘s»)lutioii, and I would ask 
your Flxcelloney’s permission to move this Resolution at some fiilure sittiinr 
of the Council.” 

The Resolution was tlnm, hy leavi* of tie* President, postpfmed for discus- 
aioii to a future meeting of the Council. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 7. 

I’he Hon’ide MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ moved the following 
Resdlution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that at least ont 
more hostel, on the lines of the Tajdor Hostel in Wellington Square, he 
opened for Muhammadan students in Calcutta, 

He said 

‘‘ In mewing this Resolutirm, f am really re-opening a matter which lias- 
be(ui discussed in this CouiKjil at least a dozen times in the course of the last 
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four years. It was in tlie Dacca session about two years ago that I moved a 
similar resolution which was, although not accept(‘J by Government at the 
time, given etfect to later on by the establishniHnt of the Taylor Hostel in 
W'ellingtoii Square. Since then, events have shown that tjio existing hostel 
arrangements in Calcutta for Hindu and Muhammadan students are absolutely 
inadequate to meet the demand and that every year hundreds and hundreds 
of students have to give up their studies simply beeause they cannot get good 
accommodation to reside in the city for the purposes of study. The Cidcutta 
University has decided that no student living in unrecognised hostels or 
messes will be allowed to sit for any examination of the University, and it 
seems to me, my Lord, that only those persons will be allowed to continue their 
studies who, by some chance or other, succeed in getting accommodation in 
the existing hostels and messes. It does not matter whether there are 
10,000 students fit to sit at the examination. If there are only 500 seats 
available in hostels, the remaining 9,500 must perforce give up their study. 
It is not my intention to take up the time of the Council by bringing forward 
the cases of students of every community. I have purposely limited myself to 
tilt* case of Muhammadan students only. And so far as hostel accommodation 
for them is concerned, it is hopelessly inadequate, and the state of things is 
such that it is still a standing reproach to the Government, although they have 
dom^ much and an; doing much for Muhammadan education in this country. 
It is now harely a quarter of a century that Muliamniadans have appreciated 
the benefits of an English education and they do certainly require excep- 
tional facilities in carrying on their education. And if any sp'ecial facilities 
are accorded to them, it wdl not, I am sure, be unwchjome to membci’s of 
oth(T C'ornmunil ics in this country. Tin' Wellington Sriuare Hostel, which was 
started not very long ago, has had to refuse applicatitnis from more than 70 
Muhammadan students alrt'ady for want ofaccomimHlation, and a similar state 
of things exists in «>ther hostels in (Calcutta. This is certainly a great obstacle 
put in the way hf Muliamniadan education in this Presidency. I do not like 
to take up the time of the Council any longi*r, luit the position create.i hy tiie 
University is something like this. If your Kxcelleney rules that no one can 
take part in tlie deliberations of the Chmncil without luiteving the Council 
Cliamber and at I he same time you shut the door against their entrance, that 
will represimt to some extent the attitude which the University has taken 
up in this connection. What are the Muhammadan students to do if they 
cannot he ])roYided with seats in a recognised In>stcl ? The Muhammadan 
community is a particularly | oor community, and it is not possihle for 
them to raise sufficient funds for the establishment of hostels. If that 
were at all possible, then there would ii(»t be any need for us to move these 
Resolutions. Government recognise thi* necessity of furthering the .cause 
of Muhammadan education in this Presidency and there are 7 lakhs of rupees 
from the Government of India earmarked for that pui-pose. I am only 
urging your Excellency’s Government to give effect to the promise which has 
been given to the Muhammadan community to have as many hostels for 
Muhammadan students as possible in this Presidency. * Of course at the 
present moment, I do not expect Government to launch into a big project 
of building hostels, but surely houses cifn be rented at comparatively 
moderate sums for students who could not be allotted seats in hostels and 
recognised messes in Calcutta. If this is done by your Excellency’s 
Government, it would prove a great benefit to tho Muhammadan boys 
reading in Calcutta. With tliose few observations, I beg^o commend my 
Resolution to the Council.” 

The Hon’ble BABU AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR said 

” My Lord, I have the fullest sympathy with tho objqct of the Resolution, 
and if the necessity for another hostel for Muhammadan students in Calcutta 
really exists, I should be the last pers n to stand in the way of my Hon ‘tie 
friend’s Resolution. But I have some doubt as to the correctness of the 
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procedure which he has adopr-cd. As far as I understaihl, the arraiigt*nit‘nt 
for hostel accoiumodatiuiis for college students in Calcutta,! think, (lovi'ni- 
ment every year make an allotment for tin* purpose which is placed -at tlie 
disposal of the University. Application for any new hostel should therefore 
be male to the Senate or tlie Syndicate, and if tln^y find themselves unal>Io 
to entertain such apidication for want of necessary funds, (xovornment should 
be moved to supplement their ^raiit to the IJniver-ity to meet the ileinand of 
such an application." 

The Hon’ble SAWAR SIR SYED SHAMS-UL-HUDA said 

“ My Lord, there is hardly any difference in the aims of Government ami 
of iny Hon’ble friend who has moved this Resolution. We all realise i be 
necessity for more hostel accommodation, but all I claim is this that we 
have not ignored the interests of the Muhammadan studentsHind we have 
done as much as has been possible for us to do in order to provide facilities 
for them. 

I would, for the. beneht of the Council, quote some figures. In 1914 wo 
made an inquiry in regard to hostel accommodation and found that in 
Calcutta th(n*e. were about. .')10 students reading in the different colleges and 
that out of these 109 studiMits were accomnnxlated in Govornment hostels, 24 
in hostels attached to colleges, ami -SO in liconseil messos, 124 lived with their 
parents and 223 with otlno- guardians. Since then Government have done 
all that lias lieon liumauly possible to do to give furtlnu’ accommodation 
U) Muhammadan students. Wt' sanctioned a scheme for tlio e.xtension 
of the Baker Hostel at a cost of Ks. 2,9H,()0() and now one of tlio 
wings of tile Bakc'i* Host(‘l, namely, the north-eastern wing, which has 
accommodation for 42 stiubrnts, has already be.on opened, and the north- 
western wing is under construction. It will acconimodati* about 2S slinl- 
cuts and it is lioped that in about tlin*e mouths’ tiim^ it will be available* lor 
U6i‘. There is also the soutli-eastern wing, which will bt? taken in hainl as 
soon as difficulties about tin* aC(juisitioii of a small strip of land are ovenjomo. 
This wing will aceomiiKHlate 14 studtmts. When the e.xkuisijMi of the Baker 
Hostel is complete, it will accsommotlate altogether H i students. Wc have 
also establisluKl in Wellington Square a hostel which accommodates 74 boys. 
Wlien the Baitliakkhana Hostel is constructed it will provide accommodation 
for 200 students. It is hoped that this additional accommodation will 
satisfy the demand of tlie Muhammadan stndonls, becausj*. as soon as 
the Bmthakkhana Hostel is opene I, even if tin* Willinglon Square Hostel is 
clos<nl, it will give extra accommodation to 126 Htinlents. The question 
whether after the Baithakkliana hostel is opened the Wellington Hostel should 
continue is not necessary to discuss now, because when the new hostel 
is constructed we will be in a l^etter position to judge whetlnn' we 
still require the Wellington Square Hostel, Thom is ono difficulty about 
this matter which, 1 think, I ought to bring to the notici* of tlio Council. 
Tin* Government of India have laid <lowii certain rules about the appor- 
tionment of costs between the students and Government, wlien hostels are 
opened in hired houses, and the rule is that half the cost is to lx* paid by tbo 
students and the other half by (jovenimont. In the case of the Wellingt.rm 
Square Hostel the rent comes to about Rs. 4, .08.5. If the principle laid <lown by 
the Government of India were followe<l, it would have been in*ceRsary for the 
Muhammadan stj^dents to pay al)out Rs. 2,3i)() themselves, ft was. Iu)\vt*ver, 
considered hard for the Muhammadan students win) are generally pwr to 
pay this money, and therefore we aijcepted a lower scale and the Government 
of India have sanctioned tin* concession on the express condition thig. it was 
to be temporary, and we Iiave taken the house only for fivn years. It is not 
quite clear, when we have got the Baiihakkhana hostel, which will be convenient 
for all those who watit to read in the Presidency College or any other colleges 
in that. neighbourhood, whether there will be any necessity for furtln*r accom- 
modation in that locality, and it is, at the present moment, difficult to say 
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anything definite on this point. All I can Ray is that Governaacnt have 
done within these few years all that it was possible to do, and ahhougli on 
account of the financial stringency various other necessary schemes have 
been postponed, the extension of the Baker Hostel was allowed to go on by 
special sanction of the Government of India. As I have said, of the 
three wings of th(* Baker Hostel except a very small one, the other two have 
already been taken in hand, of which one is now complete and the oth?r is 
nearing completion. I am therefore compelled — altlnmgh I yield to none in my 
desire to provide rnort* liosLel accommcKlation to Muhammadan atudents — to 
oppose this Re.solntion, as I think it has not been made out that the accom- 
modation that is going to be provided will be insufficient. On the wholt\ as 
I have already said, we shall get about 100 additional seats in the Baker 
Hostel and we shall have 200 seats available whim the Baithakkhana hostel 
is constructed. My Hon’ble friend has not shown by figures that this wdl 
not met‘t the demand. When these liostols are constructed and the financial 
stringency disa])pears and if there is still any great demand for further aecom- ^ 
modation, I am certain that every effort will be inacb* to meet that dtmiand. 
but at the present moment I can make no promise and cannot therefore 
accept the Ib'soliition.” 

The Hon’hle MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ said 

‘*My Lord, 1 can well understand what fat(* awaits my Resolution, but 
I cannot sit down without adding a few words to what I liav(‘ already said. 
The Hon’ble Member has stated that about 511) students are aeoninmolaled 
in several hostels and messes in (Jalcutta. It is really a fairly big list, hut 
when it is triumphantly pointed out, I am reminded of the litth^ story which 
we all read in .^sop’s Fables while W(» were boys in school. There was a 
Greek go«l in whose temple was hung up a list of the persons whose desires 
had been fulfilled by the god. A man, however, asked wiieiv the list could he 
found of those persons who had to go away without having their desires 
fulfilled. It is, my Lord, true that 510 students have f mnd accommoda- 
tion ill Calcutta, hut will the Hon’ble Member lay on the table u statement 
showing how many pi*rsons had to go away from Calcutta disappointed for 
nut finding hostel accommodation, and how many had to give up their college 
career, simply because they could not get any accommodation in which they 
could shelter themselves while pursuing their Btudie.«> in the city? If 10 
students are accommodated in the Wellington vSqiiare Hostel, 100 students have 
tG g.» away disap])oiiited. Although the Hon’ble Member says that 100 are 
accnmmiKiateil in the Baker Hostel, roughly speaking, 2 hundreds ol students 
will still go away disappointed. 1 may say that about 2,0(.’0 students fail to 
secure hostel accommodation. Is it not therefore enough to make out a case 
for hostel accommoilation every year? If these things do not convince 
the Government, I am sure nothing on my part will do it. I must 
say that Government have shown great consideration for the require- 
ments of the Muhammadan community in coming forward from time to 
time in their efforts to provide facilities ^or the spread of Muhammadan 
education. My complaint is that, although much has been done, a 
great deal more remains to be done. I do not press for the establishinfent of a 
hostel hut only for a house being rented where students couhl be lodged, 
such as in the Wellington Square Hostel It will not gost much ; the 
rent will come up to Bs, 300 to R». 40n, a portion of which will be 
realized from the students ill the shape uf messing fees and seat-rents. lam 
not ill a position to gi^^ accurate figures, but I think that the Wellington 
Square Hostel does not cost Government mure than Rs. 100 a month. At 
the expense of, say, Rs. 1,000 a year, Government may give the Muhammadan 
students a very much needed hostel which, I submit, has been very keenly 
felt by Muhammadan students for the last few years. In tin’s matter we caij 
only remind Government that we have been hearing this promise from 1913, 
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when I first entered your Excelleucy’8 Counoil Tho pwuniso w|i8 inado in 
l913j^ it wte repeated in 19U, repeateAl a^ain in 1915 and rt'-copeaUnl in 1916, 
and I think -we will have it iti 1317. lam ti>ld that when tin* new hostl'le 
which’ are being constructed are completed they will accommoilate many 
students, but i may submit, rtiy Lord, that by that time many students will Iiavo 
given up their study. As the want of >ocoiiimodation is vcu-y keenly fidt. I 
have brought forward this 4'esolution. As r(‘ganis the further ext(‘rition to the 
Baker Hostel, 1 donot think that owin^to the tinaneial slrini»enoy wo shall get 
it in the near future. In those circumstances, 1 r(‘Hpect fully submit that 
another house be hired on the lines of the Wellington Squares Hostel and it 
will then very keenly fell want in the another of hf>Btel accommoilati.)n for 
Muhammadan students.” 

The Honble NAWAB SIK SYED-SHAMS-UL-llUDA said 

**My Lord, I desire to correct a statement which my Hon’ble friend has 
jnade regarding the Wellington vSquare Hostel. I LWias stated that Govern- 
ment do not spend more than Us. 100 a month for that hostel. As a matter of 
fact the expenses come up to Us. 4,588 out of which the fees paid by Muham- 
madan students amounts to Rs. 1 ,960 leaving a balance of Rs. 2,628 which 
is paid by the Government. 

Besides this, the charges for superint<‘ndonce, etc., are paid by Govern- 
ment. The difficulty in the case of Muhammadan students is that every one 
of them is not in a position to pay what, according to the directicns of the 
Government of India, they are bound to do. Wo had to take advantage 
of tho fact that the Government show some concessions to backward classes. 
We did not like to admit that Muhammadans belonged to the backward 
(Sasses, but we had to do so in (»rdor that the community might benefit in 
^is regard and the amount was accordingly reduced and they now pay 
Hs. 1,960 only. 

The Hon’ble Member has also said that Government made a promise 
sorao time ago. I do not know wliat the |)roini8e ho has referred to is. OrOY- 
eminent promised the extension of the Bakor lloslol and also to have another 
hostel constructed somewhere Jiear College Square so that students of tlie 
Presidency and other colleges might reside there, and I may inform the 
Council that land has already been acquired and tlie latter bos ltd would soon 
be constructed. 

A Division was then takisn with ilu* following result 
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The lloii’bh' Meiuhe-r named belnw abstained from votiii/r: — 

The Hon’ble Babu Brajendra Kishor Bay Oliaudliuri. 

The Ayes beiiijL? and the Noes 27, tli<‘ motion was lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 8. 

The Ilon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-D L-HAQ moved the following 
roRohition 

This (Council recommends to the (Jovurnor in (\mncil that BtH|)8 be taken 
to make provision, as far as possible., for Kamingos who havt? been thrown 
out of einplnyinoiifc owin^ to the stoj)page of fresh survey and settlement 
o[)orations in Bengal. 

Hi^ said : — 

“ My Lord, the conditions under which the kanungos have been working 
and the amount of work they havi5 done to render the settlement operationB 
a success, ai*e fully known to every one, and 1 do not wdsli to take up ydur 
Excellency’s time by urging their claims upon your Excellency’s oonsid- 
eration. It is an extremely humane resolution, if I may so call it, 
and 1 hope your Excellency’s Government will see their way to accepting it.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL said . 

‘‘My Lord, Government gladly accept this resolution. The question 
has engaged our anxious attention for the last year, and wo are doing all we 
can for those unfortunate kanungos. We welcome suggestions from any ' 
quarter. 1 should like to be more definite, but it is not desirable th^ttf §^ould 
give rise to hopes which may not he roalise l. 1 may say, however. Ijiat -thiTo 
IS one direction in which the Hon*ble Mover and other members of the legal 
profession can give sul)etantial help. Ti»ey can see that no ditficultioa are 
placed in the way of survey commiasions from civil courts being entrusted to 
qualified kanungos wfto arc temporarily unemployed/* 

The motion was then put and agree 1 ta-* 
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lilfii ExCKLI.KNrV THKN ADDRfiSSKD THK CoiIN Ih. 

He ftaid 

•‘Gentlomon, ourbusiiieBH now <lono, but it is the custom for tho Presi- 
dent to U8o4,he opi)ortunity afforded by a ( A)uiicil inooti \g in order to speak about 
any matter which interests Meiiil'ers if lie tliitiks he can do so wii.li advantage. 

I wish to avail myself of that opportunity now First, I must say that 1 pm 
glad to see so many of you here. If is hardly likely in the natur** of Mongs 
that the Governor of Biuigal will uft'Ui ask tln‘ MotnberB of his Council to do 
much legislative work in Dacca ; though I tliink ho may continue to lind it of 
difitinot service to Hummoii them to meet here occasionally. The people of 
this park of the Presidency do not claim that Dacca is ecpial in importance to 
Calcutta, but many of them, when they look l»a(‘.k to the time when Calcutta was 
the Political Capital of India, ami Dacca was the Capital of a Provinee, feel 
that a city which was onco a capital has peculiar td.iims to consideration. 
Bo, -that as it may, I know that the people of Dacca are pleased when W(‘, who 
usually meet in the second city of the Empiie. meet hero in tlM‘ second capital 
of Bengal ; and so I am glad to tind when 1 do ask you to come iuvre that you 

ate willing to do. , ■ , , i , 

And now I want to spoak ol oiio inattor wlnoli I know puzzloM some 

oEjou. You liavo hoard or road about llioso. Itongali young inon who wore 
dmnt hospital work with tlio troops in Mes i|iolainia and who have quite 
recoutly ivtiirno 1. You are surprised to fiml that no othio- Bengali yoUhg 
men have 'fono out in t heir place, for you believe that soino young ineu were 
ready prepared to go, and had for a long tiino liooii anxious to go. You 
wondtM’ why thoy have not gone and some of you do not. foel quite com- 
fort.ahle about this. 

The Bengali young men. who wore in Mesopotamia and who have eoine 
back, went, there full of enthusiasm and determined to show that Bengalis 
can he useful in a place where war i.s going on. Thet did work which has 
been pronounced by those liost (pialilied to judge to have been useful work 
and good work ; they won the hearty tliaiiks i>f those who were oa the spot 
and who saw what* they were do ng. Their fellow eoiiiitrymeii have every 
right to be proud of them ; and all of us, whether tlieir fellow eoiiiitrymeii or 
not, ought to he grateiul to them. 

ThV staye 1 on in Meso.iotainia doing their work of merey ; many of 
them\t«ttil long after they would have liked to hick, and all ol them for 

-longer 'than tlie,V had undertaken to stay. 

Now that they have eoine hack they are fully entitled not only to the 
comroeiiilation due to any one wlm has tried Ins best to serve his country, 
bitt also to that further praise whudi comes i.o the successful. Dr. Suresli 
Prasad Sarhadliikari who organized the ho.spital work, and who raised the 
men • those who worked with him in doing this; those of yonr own numlier 
and 111 ? others who joined with you in .siihserihing the money needed for 
oauipment. all deserve our tliaiiks. This is fully reeo/in/.ed by all who 
hive any knowledge of what was done by the young men. Dr. Suresli 
Prasad Sarhadliikari and his co-workers di 1 raise other inon and lio,«d that 
thnvii'. too would go to Mesopotamia — m.t this time to run a stationary 
hoBoiUl hut to (to strictly amhulanne work and foun a stretcher-hearer 
coups br Suresh Prasad Sarhadliikari worked lmr.1 ; he never H|>ared_ 
himseUjrt Ids- ndhle endeavour to prepare young men todo good work. It 
is a bitter disappointmeia to him and t. many others that the young men 
have not gone. Tliov have not gone because there was a misunderstanding^ 
We all kaovr how easy it is at any- time for people who are not famibar with 
technicalities to misunderstand things .which seem simple to those who are 

'familiar With thorn. Tliaf iiJ wliat happened. Owing to amisimdorstaMin f, 

• the nature and extent of whiidi watt not roalizml until n was too late the 

young men who were so eagerly looking forward to going, have no* gone. 
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The^P resident 

Military inattera iiinst bn subject to iijcnd rules ; civilians do not often study 
these rules ; even when they do, tiu^ do nut always grasp their Import. 
While war is going on it is not t‘aHy, it is probaldy ir<U even right, for 
'military authorities to find time to discuss matters whicdi in a time of peace 
they might, perhaps, l)e prepared to discuss; and it is not always easy for 
civilians, (^specially when they have <*ag(*rly set their hearts on getting 
something, to apprf‘ciate the importance of regulations which tj^ey do not 
understand, but which 8e(*m to them t(j run C(‘Uutcr to tJieir wifdies. I 

think 1 can say with truth that 1 am as jealous for 4 he. honour of Bengal 

as any one can be wlio was not born a Bengali : and I assmo yon that 
I symiathise in your disappointment. I have luard the whole story; 

I have rciad all the ])apers. 1 re.ali/(^ bow tlie misunderstanding came 
about. Mistakes w^erc made, but I believe t!n‘y were honi'Stly made ; 

and I feel sure tln've ought to be no rcseiitnumt against any one. J do 
not despair. I believe we may yet see mori‘ young Bengalis doing ambu- 
lance work at the front, and thus lielping to win the war, if only there are 
young men willing to do it ; but tluTe must he no acting in haste, no 
assuming that filings w*ill be as wt? would like them to b(‘ ; every step must 
be fully and accurately uiidersttKMl. We must realize — iriore clearly than we 
are sometinies apt to do — the terrible responsibility wliieli rests with those 
who are the final authority in all arrangements fur eonducting a war. We 
must remember that their regulati{)nK have heori carefully thought out and 
adopted long ago. I btilicive the authoriiies are symi)athetie ; I know they 
appreciate (‘iithusiasm and devotion wherever these are found; but their 
first duty is to win the war, and they must enforce wliat they think right 
even wIkmi we do not see the reason of it. 

One thing more I want to tell you. The V'^iceroy has been considering 
the pofciitioii with th(‘ Coinmander-in -Chief, and with the other members of 
his Gcnn^rnment. 'Plu'y have determintHl to try, as an experimeiitel mi-asure, 
to raise a Double (Company of Infantry com])Osed of Bengalis, on precisely the 
saiTU' terms as nrv. ofl’ored to the Indian Army generally. Enlistment will bt* 
for the period of tlj(‘ war with the option to the soldier of remJiining, if he 
chfHJses, in the siu vica^ aftm* its conclusion. The Double Company, wb(*n 
formed, will be located on the P'roiitier for traiiiing, and, wdien pro])erly 
trained, may be sent on field service. 

That till* Governimmt of India should Ix’ willing to consider this now,— 
while war is going on, >v bile their anxieties an* great, wliihi tlii'ir thoughts 
must be more than fully occupied, — show's that, tliey have not neglected the 
feelings of Bengal, That they should he willing to make the experiment is 
proof that tlu'y do sympathise with us, that they do believe that Beiigabs 
are loyal and are ilevoted. Surely it is tli(‘ duty now’ of everyone who loves 
Bengal to sec* that tlu^ ex|M'rimciit shall siieeeid, to show' that emotional and 
impetuous as Bengalis undoubtiHlly are, they are generous enough to exerciso 
self-control, that they an* n*ady to submit to diseipline, and will do their 
part when asked just as well as other people do their })art, and witl^out 
demanding any exc(‘ptional or better terms. 

ADJOURNNUENT. 

The Council now stands adjourned until 11 a.m. on 4th September when 
we shall meet in Coveniment House, Calcutta.” 

A. M. HUTCHISON, 

Secy, to the Gevt. of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council {Ofig^Y 

• Calcutta, 

The 21s( August, 1916. 

K S. Pww— 7-9-1916~1288J-360-J. L. 



Ahtitaci of the Proceedings of the Beng'il Legislative Council nsscmhJel an h‘r 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 


Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in Qovornmt'iil «»n 

Monday, the 4th September. 1916, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Right Ilon’ble Thomas David, Hauon 

OK Skirling, o.c.i.k., k.c.m.g., Governor of the Pfmthnf'n of 
Fort William in Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Lyon, c.s.i., Vice-President 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shamb-ul-Huda, k.c.i.k. 

The Hon’blo Mu. N. 1). Beatson Bell, c.s.i., (M.e. 

The Hoii’ble Sijkgeon-Gknekal W. R. Edwards, c.n., c.m.o. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

The Hon’ble Sir. S. P. Sinha. 

The Hon’ble Mu. J. Lano. 

The Hon’blo Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald. 

The Hon’blo Mr. II. H. Green. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. 0, II. Bomi>as. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hounkll. 

The Hon’ble Mu. C. F. Payne. 

The Hori’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Bahaddi:. 

The Hoii’blo Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, k.c.s i., Amir- 

ul-Omkaii. 

The Hon’blo Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.i.e. 

The Hon’blo Dr. Nilratan Sarkar, 

% 

The Ilon’ble Mr. J. Mackenzie. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. C. Godfrey. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

Tlie Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. Glen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitiek. 

• The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, k.c.s.i.. k.(m.e., i.o m.. Mahri- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bbajendra Kishor Ray Chaudhurl 

The Hon’ble Babu Arun Chandra Sinha. 



Tlio lloii’blu Dk. Deha I’kakau Saebadhikahi, c.i.e. 

The Jlon’hle liAi Debendek Cuunweb Ohose Baiiadub. 
The Hon’hlo lUi Radua Charak Pal Bahabuk. 

The Iloii’hle Mr. E. II. Bray. 

The Ilon'hlo Mr. A. Biekmyee. 

The Ilon’hlo Mr. E. B. Eden. 

The IPm’liie Mr. E. A. Martin. 

The Ilon’hle Mr. If. R. A. Irwin. 

Tho Him’hio Mr. Z. R. Zaiiid Siiiirawarky. 

Tlie Hon’hlo Maulvi Audi. KAsEii. 

The Ilon’hlo Mr. M. Akhraf Ali Khan fiiAinmiRi. 
Tho Ilon’hlo Madi.vi A. K. FAZi.-ni.-IlAQ. 

'J'ho Ilon’ble Mr. A. Rasdl. 

The Ilon’hle Baud Biiahendra (Iiianura Ray. 

Tho Ilon’hle Mr. Ai.taf All 

'riio Ilon’hlo Baud Akiiii. C’iianora Datia. 

The Ilon’hle Rai Mahknura Chandra Mitra Baiiaddr, 
'J'he Ilon’hlo Baud Sdrendua N.vth Ray. 

'riie Hon’hlo Bard Maiikndra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

The Ilon’hlo Me. K. B. Hdtt. 

Tho Ilon’hlo ItAiiH Kiaiiori Mohan CiiAcniiDRi. 

The Hon’hle Baud Amhika Cuaran Ma/.cmdar. 


LIST OP BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the Hon’ble Mr. J. MACKENZIE 

Ad- * 1. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the insanitary 
condition of Howrah, also to the inadequacy of water-supply and the defective 
state of roads in that town ? 

(6) Arc the Government aware that there is a definite opinion prevailing 
among the {lublic that the municipal administration of Howrah is far from 
satisfactory ? 

(f) Are the Government considering the advisability of instituting an 
inquiry into the working of the Howrah municipal administration ? 

(d) Have the Government under consideration any scheme to annex 
Howrah to Calcutta and to place its affairs under the management of the 
Calcutta Corporation ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD ; — 

“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. Owing to the war and the 
impossibility of obtaining loans, the Commissioners have had to postpone all 
capital expenditure except that to which they were actually committed, and 
various projects for the sanitary improvement of the town have had to be 
kept in abeyance. It is anticipated that, as soon as normal financial conditions 
are restored, systematic action will be taken to remove the defa-ts referred to 
by the Hon’ble Member. 

(6) Government have no information on the subject 

(c) & {d) The answer is in the negative.” 

By the Ilon’ble Babu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR : — 

• 2. (a) Did the Government issue a eii’ciilar (Muniei)ial Department siiiiJniwi dii 
No. 11 M.). dated the 24th February, 1916, based upon an opinion of the late 
Advocate-General of Bengal, which has the effect of disenfrancliising certain tii.. iienga 
graduates and undergraduates living with thedr parents or guardians in a Ad 

holding within a municipal town in respect of which the recpiisib' rates are 
not paid by such graduates and undergraduates hut by tlieir ])urents or 
guardians ? 

(b) Are the Government aware that the general opinion is that the 
interpretation given by the Advoeatt'-Gcneral to clause {iH) ol the jiroviso to 
section 15 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1RH4 (Bengal Act HI oi 1R84). as 
i-cu^ards such graduates and undergraduates is inconsistent with tlie exjiress 
provision of the law and the spirit of the jiolicy of Government which made 
this special provision in favour of the educated community ( 

(c) Docs the circular in question apply to all such graduates and umDr- 
graduates, who may be living with their parents or guardians or simply 1" 
such of them as may be students in statu pupHari only t 

(d) How does the oiiinion of the Advocate General differentiate th.‘ 
yases of the medical licentiates, i»leaders, mukhtears and revenue agimts 
mentioned in the same clause {Hi) of tlie proviso to s(‘ction 1.) ? And how does 
the circular distinguish the case of a third-year or fourth-year student pi a 
college from that of an I.A. or l.Sc., who has given u|) his .studies and is Ining 
with his parents or guardian without settling don n in life ^ 

(c) Arc the Government aware of the public feeling that exists that the 
circular is not clear and that it is inconsistent with both the letter ami the 
spirit of the law ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsidering this 
circular with a view either to withdraw or modify it? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD : — 

“ (ffl), (c) & (d) A copy of the circular referred to by the Ilon’blc Member 

is laid on the table. . 

(b), (e) & if) The answer is in the negative. 

Circular rrferred to in the answer by the Hon’blc Mb. Donald to fieslion 
.No. 2 {starred) asked by the Hon'ble Baku Ambika Chakan Mazumdak at 
the Council Meeting of the 4th September, 1916. 


Circular No. IIM., dated Calcutta, the 24th February 1910. 

From-TUB HON'BLB Me. K. C. DK, C.I.B., I.C.S., Offg. Secretary to the Oovern- 
ment of Bengal, Municipal Department, 

To— All Commiasioners of Divisions. 

Thk attention of Government has recently been drawn to the fact lhal 
some students in statu pupilari vote at municipal elections on an incorrect 
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action ot Hoction 15 ot the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884. The legal 
poHition irt this: Under sections 14 and 15 ol the Act a student who has 
passed the IntHnnoiliate or any higher examination of an Indian University, 
and wild has attained 21 years of age. is entitled to vote, provided — 

{(i) that ho has hoen rosid( 3 Ut within the limits of the niunic!palit> 
for not less than 12 months immediately ])reeeding the election 
and 

{h) that he r)ceupiea a holding or part of a holding in respect of which 
there liave l)ecn paid during the year aforesaid certain pre- 
scribed rates and taxes, although he may not have paid them 
himself. 

A superficial examination may lead to the inference that the requisitf 
(puditication as occupier of a holding or a part thereof would be c(mf( 3 rre(j 
on a person otherwise imtitlod to the franchise on the grounds specified 
if he lives with his parents or guardians in the hoiiso of such parents 
or guardians or in a hostel or mess, when the specified rates have hoen 
paid in respect of the timeinent in which he resides, oven though the payment 
iias not been made by himself. 

'I he Ilon’ble the Advocate-Geniu-al of Bengal, who was consulted by 
Govm-nment on the subject, has expressed the opinion tliat a student living 
with his parents or guard -ans, who does not pay for the rooms or portion of 
roofMS in which lie lives, and has no right to thi' (‘xclusive occupation of the 
pri'inises, any room or a portion of a room, but is mendy allowed to live there, 
does not “occupy” a holding or part of a holding within the meaning ot 
section 15, proviso (m) of the Bengal Miinlcii)ai Act, HI (B.(\) of 1884, as 
riincinh’d by Act H (B. C.) of IhDfi. As rt‘gards a stiidtmt who lives in a 
hostel, in wlii(!h he resides during ttirnis only and has no right to reside 
during vacations, lie cannot ho said to occupy tlie holding or part of tlie 
holding within the meaning of the provUioiis citoil. Moreover, tlie condition 
of roMideiice within the municijiality for the twclvt‘ montlis pn^ceiling will he 
infringed ordinarily in such a ease, (lovcrnment an' further advised that 
liaving r(*gard to tlie University Kegulations, although tfie control over 
liosteis is stricter than that over messes, the control in tln^ latti'r case also is 
sufii(!ient to negative legal occupation riMpilred by the law as an essential 
(lualilicalion of a muiiieipal voter. It is thus api^areiit that students who 
reside eitlier in a mess or in a hostel, or live with their parents or guardians 
in the housi^s of such parents (*r guardians, are not entitled to vote at 
municipal elections under the existing law% 

1 am th('r(dore to saggiest that tlie abyve interpretation of the law may 
be commnnicateil to inuiiicipalities in your division, with a request that they 
may c’orreet their vot-'rs’ lists accordingly. 


By the Ilon’hle Babu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAB : — 


n Ti' r n iii MitH 
ler tln' iK'lt'in ' 
luUiA Act. 


* 3. (a) Will the Government he plea^^ed to state whether, in the case ol 
jiersons interned under the Defence of India Act, it is the practice to inforiB 
tin* accu.stul person of the nature of the charge brought against him so that 
lie may he given an ofiportunily to meet the charge before an order of intern- 
luei't is passed ? 

(^)) Will the Governmont l>c pleased to enunciate the jirincijile in accord- 
ihiee with whicli the allowances of interned persons arc determined? 

(c) Have the Government received any complaints from interned persons 
that their allowances are insufficient? 


(rf) If so. what action (if any) has been taken in each case to remedy the 
grievam*e complained of? 

(e) Is anv provision made for the families of interned persons as is done 
in the cast's of persons dejiorted under Bengal Regulation III of 1818? 

(/) If not, will the Govcri^ment be pleased to explain the reason for the 
difference of treatment accorded in the case of interned persons? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR 

“ (a) In the case of each suspect who is interned under the Defence of 
India Rules he is informed generally as to the allegations made against him, 
and is asked to state what he has to say in answer to them. 

(6)^ All persons whose movements are restrained in llengal and who are 
unable in consequence of the orders to maintain themstdves, leceive allowances 
from Government to enable them to obtain an ample suj)|)ly of the food and 
ether necessaries to which they are accustomed in their own homes. They 
are also, wdicn domiciled away from their homes, provided with free aeeoni- 
motlation at the cost of Government, and with their travelling expenses to 
their jilaccof detention. 

(c) (d) Several complaints have been reeeivetl ; and have Imtu made 

the subject of inquiry. If anv <‘omplaint is found frivolous, it is rt*jeeted. 
When reasonable grounds are shown that the allowance is i/isuHieionl, it 
is increased. 

(c) & (/) The policy ado])ted by Government is that they are ])ro])ared 
in each case to eimsider what the previous earnings of n ditenn wnv and what 
resources are left to the family. When the alisence of the dfienn has rondtTcd 
his family unable to obtain the nceos.saries of life. Government are prenared 
to consider the question of contributing to the maintepanec' of the family." 

3y the Hon’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKIIARESWAR RAY 

* 4. (a) Is it a fact that the appoiiitnients in the Provincial Judicial 
service arc made exclusively by the High Court ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the appoint men ts in the above »STvi(*e lield by the 
inhabitants of the Rajshahi Division do not exceed four per cent, of llie total 
strength ? 

(e) Is it a fact that no appointment in the above Service is hel ! by the 
inhabitants of the districts of Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Hangpur or Malda f 

(d) If the answers to clauses (h) and (r) are in tim aflirmative, will the 
Government be ])leased to state what steps (if anv) are hong takcTi hy tlmn 
to remove the grievances of the inhabitants of the Rajshahi I)ivision in tin's 
I'cspect ? 

Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. KERR 

“ (rt) The Hon’hle Member is referred to section 7 of the Bengal, Agra 
and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887 (XI! of 1887), which provide> that the 
Local Government shall ap})oint .such persons to vacancies in the Piovineial 
Judicial Servic'C as may he nominated hy the High («ourt 

(b) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(f) One officiating Munsif, wdiose home is in Dinajpur, has roecnlly been 
appointed. No j)ersons belonging to the other districts liold appointments 
in the Provincial Judicial Service. 

{d) Recruitment for the Provincial Judicial S'*rvice could not 
conveniently be made on a divi.sional basis, and GoviTJimf'iit an‘ unalile to 
interfere with the discretion of the High Court in the matter Tins qneslion 
and answer will, however, be brought to the notice of the High Cou”t " 

By the Ilon’ble Kumar SIIIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY 

* 5. (^/) Will the GoviTTimeut lie pleased to state the total aiea, and 
gross rental, of estates in respect of which a reeord-of-rights has been firiqiared 
and finally published, and such record is maintained for th(‘ purfmses of 
making the proprietors of such e.statcs eligible to apply under section 158 A 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 (Act VI 11 of 1885) for recovery of rents? 

(b) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Government to encourage 
the zaraindars fo apply under section 158 A for recovery of rents in the above 
area? 

{n) Has any application been made to the Government for recovery of 
rent under section 1 58 A ? If so, with what results ? 
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Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. KERR : — 

“ (a) Government are advised that for the purpose of section 158 A oi 
Ihe Bengal Tenancy Act the “ maintenance ” of a record-of-rights means the 
revision of that record, either anmially or periodically, by Revenue Officer? 
working under the supervision of Government. In this sense, the record-of- 
rights is not being “ maintained ” in any private estate in this province. 

(b) It is open to any zamindar to apply for the introduction of section 
158 A in his estate, but Government cannot take any special stej)8 cither tc 
encourage or to discourage such applications. 

(c) Several applications have been received by Government, but have 
been rejected owing to the absence of a scheme for maintenance such as is 
explained in clause (a) above. In a recent case, however, the Nawab Bahadur 
ol Murshidabad has made an application in which he has undertaken to bear 
the cost of initial revision as well as the cost of subsequent maintenance in 
li’S Fateh Sing estate. The initial rcA-ision is now in progress. It is hoped 
l! ill a satisfactory scheme of inaintiMiance^will sixm be sanctioned and that 
t!»j first experiment will be made in the working of section 158 A.” 

By the Ilon’ble Kumar SHIB SIIEKHARESWAR RAY 

♦ 6, Will the Government be [deased to state the names and ages of the 
minor wards under tlie management of the Court of Wards, and also the names 
of the institutions where they are being educated and what progress in 
education has been made by them ? 

Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. KERR : — 

“ A statement showing the names and ages of the minor wards is laid on 
the table. As regards the progress of their education, the Ilon’ble Member 
is referred to the })aragEa])n on this subject which appears every year in the 
Board’s rejiort on wards’ estates.” 

Sfatenteni referred to in the Anstv'*r hfj the Tloirhlc Mu. Krru to Question 

No, 0 (starred) asM hjf the llon'ble Kumar Sum Sitrkuareswau Hay 

at the Coancil Meetintj of the 4th Septeniher, hflO, sJtoioing the iianies 

and a{je.s of Urn niinor ivard,s. 


l)i\iHioii and 
DiHtrift. 

Niuno of wtaii*. 

] 

1 Nunn* of minor ward. 

Ago ol 
minor 
ward. 

[\\ Kim AN OlVlSlON. 




Midnapdri^ ... 

Uaaudclijnir WardH Ei't-itc 

Bahu Dingu Das Boy ... ... 

8 niuDlbh 

rRiEHii'RM’Y Dim- 




•'ION. 

tfobardimtja Wnnla Eatu.H 

Babn Kanmla PraNinna Mukhorji 

20 years. 


Ditto ditto 

„ Avita Pra^anna Mokherji 

17 „ 


Tiawali No. I 

„ Prubodli Cbandra Mandal 

20 „ 


Do. No I 

„ Pratnl Cbandra Mandal 

18 „ 


Do. No III ... 

„ Binay Krislir,a Mandal 

17 


LH). No. Ill ... 

„ Siirondra RriHbna Mandal ... 

17 „ 


Do. No. Ill ... 

„ Chola Natl) Mandal 

12 „ 


Do. No. IV 

, Sliriubaran Mandal 

19 „ 


Jiiuliazar Wueds Bstat»‘ 

„ Moban Oopai Biawan 

17 „ 

Mniidiidaliivd 

KaHiniba/ar 

Knmar KamaU Ranjan Boy 

10 



Name of minor ward. 


Divihioii and 
District. 


Name of esl.ite. 


Dacjca Division 
D acca 


I 


'KHtatooP the late Nawah Sir 
I Siilnniillah ftalimliir, . 

' K.L'.8.i., of Dacca. 


MyiiieiihinKh 


Hiikarf^aiij 


OiiriTAoONO Dim* 

MUN. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Nimkhali 

Ditto 


I’lAisiiAUi Division. ! 
Dmajpur 


Darjetlmg 


Chuiamaii 

Estut*' 

Jagadul 

do. 

11. C. Baral 

do. 

P. C. Uupta 

do. 

Ditro 

do. 

Karim 



I Rotate of tlio luto Khwajah 
I Miiliiiiiiiiiad Aaiin.il of Dacca 
Nawah family. 


Karat iy a Kutate ... 

Ditto 

Hlnikailas No. Ill Platate 
Dustniiui Kstate ... 

D. N. DuDa Knlati' 


Itaj Kia‘>eii Buiierji Khtale 
Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Itamrataii Tewari 
Balaiuatali Khan 
Kail Tara Sen Ewtate 
Ditto 


Khwujah Ilali'uUali 
„ NaHiruIUh 
„ AliNii.iillah 
Ahiiiadi Bami 
Kiiuroauii Bami 
Aftah Baiiii ... 
Eurliut Bun 11 


Kliw‘U)iil) Sulaiiddiii, aon of Nawao Sir 
SaUiiiol'aira sl^ter Biikmh Bami hy 
liiT hu hand Khwujali Muliuiuioatl | 
A'-iiiiill 1 


A^e of 

lUiitoi 

waul. 


H \ ear-. 

[i.r.iiit. 

5 \earH 

8 M 
111 „ 

6 


12 


S\ed Md. Mu7.af}HiuI Mnaavi 
.M'edttoi Miomda Khaimui 
Kumar Sutya Piio (iiioaul ••• 

Muluimiiiad Kiizliil Karim Cliowdiiury 
Htibii Kama Nath Dntta ChowJhiiry ... 


Buhii .J>oti BiiiiHao Bauerji 
Kaiiti BlitiHUii Baiioiji 
„ Bihliuti BIju-ui) Buueiji 
„ Kedur Nath Tewaii 
MuHamut KuiimunouaHa Klialuii 
NttgiMidra Nath Sen Uuj»ta 
Upeudra Nath ISun UupLu 


... ! 12 years. 
... ' , 

... ! l‘i V 

... j !■'■> „ 

... j IH 

... I '-'It „ 

... ; 17 „ 


Bahu Bhupal Chaodia Boy C'howdhuiv 1 < y urn. 

„ Bhiipemlru Kumar Ciiowdhmy... lit 

„ Atul Chandra Bur.d ... 1^ .. 

„ Satiali Chaiuliu Uiipta ... 18 „ 

UttinoHii Cliandra fJujjta ... ! 17 n 

Numgyul Bring ... ••• j ‘ 


I 21 1 yeara. 


By the Hon’ble Kumar SIIIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY : 

* 7 Will the Government be pleased to state the total number of tow hy sutii 
imposed by the various officers of the Settlement Department m the Rajshahi „„..t om^™ 
dTst?kt up to the end of 30th September, 1915. and the total amount of such 
toes, and^also how many of these cases of toes, and involving wha. amourtl, 
liave been appealed against, and with what results . 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR : — 

" Statements showing fines imposed by officers of the Rajshahi settlement 
and the results of appeals are laid on the table.” 

Statemmit referred to in the answer ly the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr (o question 
No. 7 {starred) asked by the Hon’ble KUMAtt Shib Shekheufswak 
Kay at the Conncil MeHinff of the 4th September, 1916, showing the 
fine imjjosed by the Itajshahi Settlement from 1912 to 30lh September, 
1915, 


('anKH 

IN t\Hiru 

HAH HhEN 

('as EM AITKALEl) 

CONFIRMKI) IN 

CONKIRMKI) IN Al'PlJt',, BUT 

1 

j Sn 

ASIDE. 


AUAlNS'l. 

Al'IBAL. 


FINE REDUi'KP. 

INILlClhll. 1 


1 








Nu 

'rolai 1 
utiKiniit uf 
fine 

No. 

1 

Total 
amount of 
fine. 

Ku. 

1 

1 Totol 
amouiil of 
fine. 

No. 

Total 

imposed. 

Moilitinl 

total. 

... 

No. 

1 

Total 
Ainoniit ot 
tine. 


Kn. 


Rh. 


Hi. 


i 

Us. 

Us. 


! its. 


7,&3H 

32 

3,915 

11 

1,0G5 

14 

4rM) 

130 

7 

: 2,400 

m 

8112 

1 

315 

... 

... 

1 

315 

75 

1 

! 

136 

8,400 

,”J 

4,230 

1 

11 

1,065 

15 

76.5 

j 

20.5 

7 

i 2.40,1 

1 


profier. 

0) OMirt!V.iiuaUou IhaM mIx fines, lotulltng lU. I,70S weiv ii'ioitUNl b; lLeSe‘tlt‘ini<iit ufflitii wltb nucUflii oi Ibi' '’omms- 

kiuiitr wllticut sppasi bslug tbul 


Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr to question 
So. 7 {starred) asked by the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhereswar 
Kay at the Voanril Meeting of the 4th September, 1916, showing 
result (f appeals. 



Nuui- 
1 l»er. 

API'EAI. AI.I.OWED. 

Fine BEDUi'En. 

Fiin* 

upheld. 



Num- 

ber. 

Amount. 

1 

Num* 

Iht. 

1 

Frum— ! 

1 i 

To- 

Remabks 




Ub. 

i 

i 

1 

Rb. 

1 

Rh. 


Eeiiiii by Svttlemeiit (Hlieor — 
Uivil Proct'dnie Code, Uidei 
XVI, Rule 12, uud Survey 
Act. 

9 

1 

1 

1 

300 

2 

i 

2(M) 

40 

6 


Heard by Coinmimiouer — 
Sectiou 58, Bengal Tenancy 
Act, and t-eia and Sni-vey 
Act. 

18 

1 

50 

12 

% 

515 

> 

145 

1 ^ 

j 

One of itH. Oui 
aud tour 0 
Rs. 10 ta« b 

Heard by Settlement (Officer — 
Civil Procedure Code. 

5* 

... 

... 

5 

1 

2,050 

♦ 

450 

1 

... 


Allowed by Commiaaioner, but 
upheld and restored by 
Board 

1 

... 

... 

1 

50 

: 20 

1 

1 











ToUl 

.33 j 


3S0 

20 

2,815 

666 

11 



Oo K subssqusni motion to th« Bigb Coort the botenee of Ks. 4oQ was ismittcd and tbo fint wt aride. 
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By the Hon’ble Kttmar SHIB SHEKHABESWAR RAY 

* 8. (a) Is it a fact that the cost of settlement operations in the district "Vj''!*''*' 

of Rajshahi, under various heads, is much in excess of that in the districts ol 
Mymensingh, Dacca and Midnaporc ? 

(&) If so, will the Government be pleaserl to slate what stops, if aiiy, have 
been taken by them to check the apparent excessive expenditure in Rajshahi ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. KERR : — 

“ (a) The cost of settlement operations per square mile in Rajshahi 
district is cx|)cctcd to Ik' higher than in Mymensingh and Midnajx-ro and 
lower than in Dacca. 

(/;) Variiat.ions in the eo.•^t of settlement operations depemd ( liieHy on the 
number of plots and the ninnher of interests per sipiare mile anr: on llu' ext(*nt 
of coparcenary among the owners of tlie various intere.^-ts. In view of the 
conditions jirevailing in Rnjshahi district Governnient do not consider the 
(‘stimated cost excessive. GfAernmcnt are satisfied that the Director of l.and 
Records and the Settlement Oflieer hav(' due regard to economy and (iincrn 
iiisMii do not ]h*oj)ok‘ to take any special measures in Rajf.l'ahi district." 


By the ITon’ble Kumar SIIIB SlIEKirARESWAR RAY > 


* 1). (//) Is it a fact that tlie number of reconh^l in the nana* 

of the Government in the distric t of Rajslialii is jirojiortionately far in exet*.-?^ 
of that in any other district undergoing setllemcmt operations? 


|'\ rx- i* 

III’ 111 Ou’ 

ill, lint "I !*•»]* 
>liil.i 


(h) If so, will the Government he jileascxJ to stati* the (*anse of tin's evccss 
in Rajshahi? 


Answer by the llon'ble Mr. KERR : — 

“ {o) Government arc' not piCj)ai(‘d to ^-ompde Ilf' rt'ili ti«*, \\h,ch would 
be nec(‘ssary in order to give a repU to thi.-> ciiic.Mion on tlie ground I hat their 
utility wouhl not be eoni!i;eii.>’ir:ite with the labour liicrc'lo iii\i'l\ed 

(h) If the khnlians reeordc’d in tli(‘ name of (lo\(‘i*nnu‘]>1 ai'o mnnc'roiis 
in liajshahi the ren.son is that tlie inleiests of (bwc'riiment ar * iiun:.M‘ou>.’* 

By tlieIIon’t)l(‘B.\nu BllABKNDRA GIIAXDRA RAY: 

10. {(() WilMlie (Jovernment be pkajned to lay on the table a slate'- i„i.,i,iii. .„.„i > 
merit showing the general birth-rate and dcvith-rate, and also the rato of •i\ m (’.iImhi . .n 
infantile mortality in the town of Galeutta for the la‘-t Ihe years i ■ 

(b) What are the eorrosjionding figuiv.^;— - 

(i) for Howrah ; 

(ii) for Cossi})ur-(’hit]mr, Maniktolla and olli 'r suburhan area.s, and 

(iii) for the rest of the Province ? 


(r) What are the causes to wliieh this abnormal infantile mortality in 
(bilcutta is ordinarily ascribed ? 

(d) Are the Government eonsidc'riiig tin* desirability of ajipnir.ting a 
'Committee of experts, both oftieials and non-oflieial.s, to investigate* the matte*!’ '• 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mu. DONALD : - 
“ (a) & (i) A statement is laid on the taldc. 

(e) Tim chief caii.ses of infantile mortality in Calcutia are re.spiratory 
diseases, debility at birth, i)r<*maturo birth and tetanus noonalorurn. For a 
full analysis ot* the eaiuse.. the JJon'ldc^ Member red'erred to the annual reports 
of the Health Department of the Calcutia Corixiration. 

(d) The answer is in the negative.” 
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Stalenvnt referred to by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, in his anstver to Question No. 
(starred) asked by the Hun’bte Babu Bhabendsa Chandra Kay, at iheCou 
Meeting of the 4lh September, I9t6. 


MUKfOlfALlTT. 



BlRTU RATK. 



DKATlt It ATI. 


iKlAirr MOBTALITT. 

(PioportloD tier ee nt. to totiil Dum 
bIfthB). 



IBII. 

1919. 

1911. 

19)4. 

1 1916. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911 

1 1914. 

1916. 

Itll. 

1919. 

1918. 

1914. 


(hlrutU 


*r77 

91 -M 

90*51 

IB*4U 

1 

1)1*60 

97*99 

98*13 

99*99 

98* 3M 

18*66 

96*18 

91*08 

87 *48 

28-27 


Uuw. all 

... 


20 06 

90*0.1 

9 '6J 

29Y)1 

94 16 

96*17 

30 64 

36*76 

38*03 

97*19 

97*89 

99 67 

Il'IO 


(Hiiwl|>oru.Cliit|tiir 


I4*HR 

16 U 

18*64 

16*79 

1H*72 

98*36 

88*88 

36 b.) 

99*10 

1 80*83 

37*08 

41*87 

80*08 

84*48 


MaulktollA ... 


1 17-IE 

13*44 

13*74 

19*69 

' ia*M8 

87*39 

39*90 

3>86 

31*66 

I 38*18 

60*70 

67-89 

66*81 

68'H4 


South Huhurban 


SU‘44 

93*46 

93*40 

96*73 

96*11 

93*19 

S3*iK 

99*76 

10*91 

! lulb 

18*97 

19-79 

18*88 

14*70 


Tull)iruiiR<- 

... 

ii 49 

90 50 

16 r.5 

18 33 

90 9n 

16*73 

16*3:' 

16*00 

10*74 

17*08 

18*86 

16*87 

16*88 

B*H0 


ilanluii lUtRoli 


llfhll 

17*65 

1«*R4 

17*69 

IB-M 

98*00 

96*69 

9A'16 

9K-I9 

94*66 

99*71 

96*28 

88-86 

18*28 


Bwi aanKar 


17'H7 

16‘66 

16*66 

14 40 

92 94 

91*19 

94*76 

96*10 

98*63 

38*J3 

)U‘4l 

92 87 

10*97 

10*89 


Tftwni in thu rot of 
ProTlnm. 

tbu 

19 15 

90*66 

t 

1«*1I 

17*46 

16*K7 

90 20 

91*81 

81*30 

11*09 

90*86 

Fiffun*! 
not 1 
SITUII- 
Abk*. 1 

! 

21*10 

90*88 

91*19 



liy tlu- llon’Mc Ii,\]UT JillABKSDUA CHANDRA RAY 

* 11. («) Is it a fact tliat the Uanagliat-Kriuhnagar Light Railway ia 
goiiiff to 1)0 oloRi^d ? II BO, whi‘ii ? 

(A) Wliat. aro tlio considorations that liavo iiilliicDCod a docisioii in this 
(^oiiueotion ? 

(r) Aro tlio riovorninont awaro of tlio l(K;al frclingthat is o|»p()8od to the 
carrj’ing out ot tluH iiu*asiiro V 


Answor b}" I ho 11 on ’bio Mk. 01!EKN : — 

(a) and (A). No dooision has yot l)Con arrived at in the iiiaitor. 

(f) Tin* rojiiy is in tln^ allirinativo. 

• 

By the Hon^le RAI RADHA CIIARAN PAL BAHADUR :~ 

la y nil- * 12. (a) Has any general scheme for improving the drainage of the 
r " {\l suburban areas round Calcutta and also for the supply of filtered water to the 
^ ‘ residents of these areas been i)repared? 

(A) If no general scheme has been prepared, has any scheme for any 
particular area been ])repared or is any such scheme under preparation ? 

(c) If so, is tlie execution of such scheme to be taken up at an early date ? 

{(i) If no scheme is ready, or in contemplatior, will the Government kindly 
state what recommendations for the supply of pure drinking water to these 
areas have been made by the Sanitary Conference that met at Darjeeling in the 
year 1913 and what effect has been given to th^pi ? 

(c) Will the Government be f)lcased to state what steps have been taken 
to improve the sanitary condition of the above areas during the last five years ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD : — 

“ (a) No general scheme of improvement of the drainage of the suburban 
areas outside the Calcutta municipal boundary has been prepared. 

A general scheme for the watei-supply of the Municipalities betwwn 
Calcutta and Kanchrapara has been prepared and is under the consideration 
of Government 
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{h) The following schemes have been prepared for particular areas 


Water-supply. 


Garden Reach 

... (Improvement) sketch project. 

Sewerage and Drainage. 

Manicktollah 

... Sketch project. 

Cossipur-Chitpur 

... Sketch project with details for 
certain areas. 

Kamarhati 

... Sketch project. 

Fanihati 

... Sketch project. 

North Dum-Dum 

Sketch project. 

Tollygunge 

... Sketch project. 

South Suburban 

... Sketch project. 

Garden Reach 

... Sketch project with details for 


part of the areas. 

{c) The execution of these schemes depends mainly on the initiative of the 
local authorities, and on the restoration of normal financial conditions. 

(d) A copy of Resolution No. 1518 L.S.-G., dated the 11th November, 
1912, reviewing the proceedings of the Sanitary Conference at Darjeeling 
which was held in 1912 is laid on the table. It did not deal with the water* 
supply of the suburban areas round Calcutta. 

{e) The following works have been completed within the last five years : — 

£faw;faA.—Surface drainage of several blocks. Extension of water- 
supply scheme partially completed and brought into operation. 

South Suburban Municipality.— lmpTO\mei\t and exUmsion of water- 
supply. 

Baranagore . — Surface drainage scheme partly comlj>etcd. 

Garden Reach —Surface drainage scheme under construction and 
partly completed.” 

By the Hon’blc RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR 

* 13. (a) Are the Government aware that great inconvenience is caused 
to the public for want of proper traffic regulation in some of the crowded 
thoroughfares in the town of Calcutta, specially in the area Iwiinded on the 
north by Sova Bazar Street, on the south by Harrison Road, on the west by 
Strand Road and on the east by Chitpur Road ? 

(5) What steps (if any) have the Government in contemplation to remove 
the inconvenience complained of ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr.^KERR : — 

& (b) Government arc aware that the staff at the disposal of the 
Commissioner of Police is inadequate to secure a completely satisfactory 
regulation of the traffic in the Northern ])art of Calcutta. I’hc Commissioner 
of Police is now working out a scheme for an increase in the Traffic Police 
establishment, and additions will be made to the staff as soon as financial 
conditions permit.” 

By the Hon^le RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR 

* 14. {a) Arc the Government aware that in several j)arts of Barabazar 
and Jorabagan, the carts and bullocks having no proper stable, arc quartered 
in streets and footpaths of Calcutta, creating great obstruction to traffic and 
inconvenience and nuisance to me public ? 

(6) What steps (if any) are the Government taking in this matter? 


He^ilation r 
trHilic Hi Ctlcutl 
Hlri'otii. 


Cart imi-jancfl 
Call'll (lA 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR 

“ (a) & (b) The question of the stabling of carts and bullocks in the 
Barabazar and Jorabagan sections has for some time been under the 
consideration of the Commissioner of Police in consultation with the 
Corporation and the Port Commissioners. Pending a final settlement, 
instructions have been is.sued to the patrol police to prevent the inconvenience 
and obstruction to traffic so far a$ possible.” 

By the llon^lc RAI RADHA CIIARAN PAL BAHADUR.:— 

ir r n i.ifiits * ] 5 . ^a) What inquiries arc made in each case u])on the receipt of a 
I'ni A.\ re])ort made against a person under the Defence of India Act and by 

what officer is the order of internment issued ? 

(b) Is tlie person re})ortcd against offered an opportunity of giving an 
explanation of tlie charges made against him ? 

(r) In suspected cases, is a previous warning issued to parents or 
guardians ? 

(//) In cases, whei‘e the bread-winner of the family is interned, is any 
provision made by Government for the maintenance of the family ? 

Answer by the Iloirble Mr. KERR : — 

” (a) Full inquiries aiv made in the case of each suspect by gazetted polite 
officers. The order of iiuernmcnt is ])assed under the authority of Govern- 
ment, over the signature of a Secretary to Government. 

(b) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(r) The reply is in the negative. 

(d) Whenever applications are reeeived, they are examined. The policy 
follovvcd by Governnuuit is to consider in each case what the earnings of ii 
detenu were and what r('S()urccs are left to the family. When the absence 
of the detenu has rendered his family unable to obtain the necessaries of life. 
Government are prepared to consider the question of contributing to the 
maintenance of the family.” 

By the IIoii’l.lc \l\\ BADllA CIIARAN PAL BAHADUR 

.k. of *10. (rO W ill the OoviTtiment Im^ ideased to lay on the table a statement 

8 tlio ili.tailing the eireunistances which led to the recent strike of Htudents in the 

Sil)piir Engineering Ctdlege and the order of exj ulsion passed upon them hy 
Hie College authorities ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of a|'pointing a 
eommitiee to iiniuire into the malter? 

Answer by the Ilon blc Mr. HORNELL : — 

“ {a) The llon’lde Member is referred to the communication made by 
the Principal of the College to the Press on the 27lh July last. A copy of 
that eoimmmication is laid on tlie table. 

(h) The answer is in the negative.” % 

Communication referred to in the answer hij- the llon’ble Mr. Horneli. to 

Question Ko, 16 [starred) asked bjj the llou'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 

Bahadur at the Conneil meeting of the ith September ^ 1916, 

Owing to a general strike of stu lents in the Engineering and Apprentice 
Departments of the Sihpur Civil Engineering CoUego, the Collegt* has been 
practically clost'd. There are 73 students on the roll in the Civil Engineering 
llepartmeiit. of whom three arc Eurojieaiis and one Muhammadan, who have 
not joined the strike. In the Apprentice Department, the students number 
160, of whom 40 are Europeans and Muhammadans, w'ho have held aloof from 
the strike, 
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1. ho trouble Btarto I ^on S:iturdt'iy, tho 22iid duly, whoii Bn,bu Suroudru 
Nath Dass, Lecturer in Survoyinpr and SiipcM-intondont of tho Hindu Studouts’ 
Mesa, infunned Mr. H. Hoatim, Principal of tho OoUogo, that whih^ ho wuh out 
paying fmrprise visits to th(', studontH’ tpiavtors \w was poltod wiiii stoiios. 
'riio Superiiitondent, it is reported, on calling the roll, found that four 
students were missing from tlnur seats, though they had not lofttlio barracks. 
On Sunday morning tho four students in (piestion were informed that tliey 
had been rusticateil for tli(3 remainder of tho session, and were onlensl to 
leave the. College compound by the same evening. Tlu' four studiuits W(‘re 
each given ten rui)ee,8, and loft the College at noon. On Sunday afternoon 
the remaining Hindu students in the Kngine(M*ing and Apprentice Di'partmmits 
put in a petition to the Trincipal, protesting against I lie order of e.xplusion, 
from wliicdi the following extracts are taken : — 

“ We, the students of the A])prenticeantl Kngineerin x Departments, bog 
most respectfully to place Indore you tlie following facts for your 
favourable consideration. It appears tliat four stiuhmrs of tho 
Apprentice Dispart ment have been rusticatml for tliis session 
owing, it is allegt‘d, to their absence at tlie surprise roll-(‘all 
at 2 A.M. oil July 21. 

I will bo clear from what is stated below that iimhu* tho eircum- 
stanoes th(\v 'vere in no way guilty and diil not Jesorve tho 
punishment awardotl to them. 

Naroiidra Lai Cluha Hay, one of the four studimts, had gone out of 
the room for a few minutes hefon^ the Siiperinttunbmt vdsitod 
it, and came back within a few minutes of his leavdiig. He was 
suffiu'ing from dysmitery. 

Profulla Kumar Das Ou[)ta had gom* to witness the dramatic 
rehoJirsal, and slept in tin* library room where he was found by 
tlie Superintmideiit. The studenis never drt‘.amt that ihoy 
were going against rules as lli'^y were keeping within the 
barracks. 

Debeiidranatli Chatterji had gone, to bed at 11 I'.M., as usual and got 
up a few mliiutos before the Superinieiident visitiul his room. 

Susthri Kumar Dose attended the dramatic rtdn^arsal, and after 
reciting his part, slept in the reln^arsal room. 

We have laid out the cast» before you and beg to ])oint out that none 
of the four stmbmts was givon any chance of meeting the 
charg(3 against him. 

Our firm conviction is that the stndcuts arc innocent and that you 
will 1)0 pleased to consider ilieir case not men'ly from the 
Superintendent’s point of view. Wo consider you as our 
guardian, and so we have approached you with the application. 

The relations between the Snperiiitcndeiit and the students are not 
very cordial, and he is trying his level best to punish the 
students for the most trifling of offences. He is given Ut 
threatening students with i)uni8hmont in season and out of 
season.” 

The same nii^ht tho Principal iiitimatod to the stu leiits, through the 
Sujlerii) tendon t, that he miglit reconsider the case if the naines of the 
culprits who actually throw the stmes were made known to him, but on 
Monday morning the monitors informod the SuporintendcMi, that tlie students 
had been unable to find tlio alleged culprits, and being thus unable to 
comply witli the Ih'iricip:d’s suggestion tlnw had declared a general strike. 
The following orders were then issui^d by tlie Principal 

. “ Tho third and fourth year engineers an! those of the Second year 
engineers who are exempted from the smith shop tost must leave 
the barrack at once. 
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TIiobo Btu(]entg of the Apprentice and first and second year Engineering 
Departments who do not join the works at 8 a.m. to-morrow will 
cease lo be meinl^ers of this Colleg(3.” 

The following notice was issued on the 2oth July : — 

“ No meals will be served in the Hindu students’ mess after mid-day 
tf>-day without my permission.” 


B. HEATON, 
PmicyjoZ. 


The Governing Body of the College mot on the 25th July at Writers’ 
Buildings and suijsequcmtly tlie following notices were issued 

“The Governing Body view with grave disfavour the action of the 
Hindu students in almtaining in a Ixxly from classes and shops 
and in disobeying the Principars orders. 

They order that no readmissions bo made to the (’olloge before 
NoveinlxM* DUG, and then only with tljelr permission. Individual 
applications addressed to the Secretary of the Governing Body at 
the Civil Engini'oring College will he received at any time from 
the guardians of the Rtudouts desiring readmissinn. In deciding 
such applications their present and future behaviour will be taken 
into account. 

Scholarships and reduced fee-ships are forfeited.” 


B. HEATON, 
Secretary^ Governing Body. 


Students will be inf(»rmed by letter what refund will be given to each 
ait(M* d<‘ducting all College dues and laboratory and other breakages. 

Tliose that leave t(.)-day (Tuesday) will bo granted a refund of the balance 
of their July moss and for August and Sei>teml)er. 

Students that live in Calcutta and neighbourhood must leave as directed. 

I await applications from those living at a distance for permission to 
remain. 


B. HEATON, 
PrincijfaL 


Must of the students referred to left Calcutta for their homes on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

By the Hon’ble Babu KISllORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI 

* 17. (a) Is it a fact that certain residents of Darjeeling, consisting of 
Tibetans, Bhutias, Sikkimese, Nepalese, Marwaris, Bengalis and up-country 
Hindus, protested at a })iiblic meeting held on the 25th July, 1916, against 
some of the provisions of the draft rules proposed under the Bengal Public 
Parks Aft, 1904 (Bengal Ai^t J I of 1904), relating to Observatory Hill, on the 
ground that they are calculated to interfere with the pujas pd religious 
observances at the Mahakalasthan on the said hill, and submitted, through 
the Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling, a memorial on the subject to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal on the 31st July, 1916 ? 

(6) If this is so will the Government be pleased to state what effect has 
been given to the said representation ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD : — 

“ A memorial has been received and will receive due consideration.” 

By the Hon'ble Babu KISHOEI MOHAN CHAUDHIFRI 

* 18. With reference to the reply given to my Question No. T I (unstarred) 
at the Council Meeting of the 7th August last, will the Government be pleased 
to state whether they are considering the desirability of utilizing the existing 
line between Sara and Ishurdi for passenger traffic, in addition to the goods 
traffic which is already going on ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. GREEN 

“ It has been ascertained that at present the Steamer Companies arc 
unable to establish a regular steamer service betwetm Ram[)ore-Boalia and 
Sara, owing to a large number of their steamers having been taken for Govern- 
ment service in connection with the war. It would, therefore, he useless at 
present to establish a train service for passengers lx^twe<‘ri Sara and Ishurdi. 
Both the Steamer Companies and the Eastern Bengal Railway will be willing 
to consider the proposal favourably as soon as normal conditions are restored.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI 

*19. With reference to the reply given to my Question No. HI 
(unstarred) at the Council Meeting of the 7th August last, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that a line has already been 
sanctioned which will pass through Pabna, and, if so, is there any chance of 
its being completed in the near future ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. GREEN : — 

The Railway Board have sanctioned a detailed survey being carried out 
by the Eastern Bengal Railway for a line of railway from Ishurdi on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway to Sadhuganj vid Pabna. The final decision of the 
Railway Board is awaited.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(the answers to which were laid on the table.) 

By the Ilon’blc Maulvi ABUL KASEM 

I. Will the Government l)e pleased to state the numbcT of appoint- 
ments in the Upper Subordinate establishment of the Public Works Depart- 
ment and the number of Muhammadans holding such appointments ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. GREEN : — 

The number of appointments in the Upper Subordinate establishment 
of the Public Works Departimmt of this Presidency is 71. One of those 
appointments is at present held by a Muhammadan.” 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi ABUL KASEM 

II. Are the Government aware that the Courts and i)ul)lic officjcs 
(Executive) at Siiri were not clo.sed on Wednesday, the 2nd August, the day on 
which Muhammadans of Siiri celebrated the Id’ul-Fitr festival, the moon not 
being visible at Suri on the previous Monday ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD : — 

“ The Criminal Courts and Executive public offices at Suri were not 
closed on Wednesday, 2nd August. Muhammadan employees were excused 
attenllance on that date till 1 p.m.” 
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By the Hon’ble Maulvi ABUL KASEM 

III. Are tlie (iovernment aware that the East Indian Railway authori* 
ties have (jlosed the level erossing gate No. 43 at mile 57, in front of village 
^Conarpara, in thana Satgachia, in the district of Burdwan, and that great 
inconvenience is thereliy felt by the residents of that and other neighbouring 
villages, and especially by the cultivators? 

Answer by the Ilorrble Mr. GREEN : — 

“ The level crossing at gate No. 43 has Ix'di closed and turnstiles provided 
inst»*ad. 'Fhis was d<me with the concurrence of the District Magistrate, as 
there is no road or pathway, hut only cultivated fields, at the place in 
question.” 

Ily the Hon’hle Mr. K. B. DUTT 

IV. (a) Will tli(‘ Government he plea.scd to state the amount of mone> 
spent by Government on gratuitous relief, agri(;ultural loans and test relief 
works in the {iresent famine in the district of Bankura up to last June? 

(h) Will the Government be jileased to state in how many unions the 
Government have ojiened relief works, what is the total ])opi]lation of these 
unions and how many jiersons are now employed on t(*st works? 

(r) Will the Government ho ])leased to staUi what is the nature of these 
test works, and vviiat are the rales of wages given at these wwks ? 

(d) Will the Government lie pleased to state wdiether the Government or 
tlie District Board dug ariy wells or tanks in the course of relief o})erations ? 
If so, how many and in what pla(u\s ? 

(c) Will the Government In* pleased to state what are the classes of peoi)le 
most affected hy the famine and wdiat are their occupations, if any? 

(/) Arc tlie (iovernrnent considering the desiriihilitv of introducing 
handicrafts, w'hich are natural to the (ll^tri(•t, in places wheie they do not exist, 
as a second means of liveliliood for the peo|)le ? 

((f) Will the ( lovernment he jileased to state whether there are any pri^atc 
organizations still engagi'd in relief woik? 

(Ii) Are tli(‘ Goxerimienl in a jmsition to state the prospiTts of agriculture 
in Bankura this year ? 


Answer hv the llon’lile Mu. Kl-'.BIt -- 

“ ((() The following ex])eiulitnre has hemi incurred in Bankura district 
fm:n the hcg’innii’g 'd tl'c juM'ied of dlsll#•■'^ lUdil ihi* (^‘nd (>[ June. llUti 


Rs. 

Gratuitous relief 2,04,000 

Relief works ■. •• 3,91,000 

l^oaiis under the Agriculturists Loans Act 8,34,777 

Loans under the Land Tmiiroveinent Loans Act . 2,17,744 


(b) Relief works were ojieiied in 110 unions, the total population of these 
unions being 0<K),2!)2. Light thousand one limidred and scvenly-nee people 
uere employed on relief w'orks during the week ending August J9, 1910. 

(r) The relief works consist mainly of the construction and repair . of 
roads, and the construction and reeonstructiim of tanks and irrigation 
channels. The rates of wages are from 3 to 4 annas ))er 100 cubic feet for 
(‘arlinvork on roads according to the nature of the soil, and from 3 to 9 annas 
per 100 cubic feet for earthwork in tanks and channels according to the lead 
and lift 

(//) In the (’onrse of tlie relief o])orati;!ns 02 tanks have been excavated 
or re-cxcavaled ; 45 masonry wells and al)out 200 temporary w^ells have been 
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sunk; and 32^ miles of irrigation channels have been constructed or recon- 
structed. These works were carried out partly by Government direct and 
partly by the District Board from Government grants. The works are 
situated in all parts of the district. 

{e) The classes of people most affected by the famine are cultivators, 
weavers, agricultural labourers and beggars; also poor people who are not 
accustomed to manual labour or will not resort to relief works owing to caste 
prejudices. 

(/) Government have not before them any proposal to introduce handi- 
crafts in parts of Bankura where they do not exist. Weavers and other 
artisans arc, however, being relieved in their own trades. Mr. Tindall’s 
Committee has found continuous work for more than 2,000 families of weavers 
and has already obtained orders for their outturn to the extent of nearly a 
lakh of rupees. It is hoped that the weavers will profit in future by the new 
markets which have been opened to them. 

The following private organizations are still engaged in relief 
work : — 


(1) Bankura Wesleyan College. 

(2) Social Service League. 

(3) Ram Krishna Mission. 

(4) Bankura Sanmilani. 

(5) Nursing Brotherhood. 

(6) Marwari Samiti. 

(7) Bama Mission. 

(h) The agricultural prospects this year in Bankura are most 
satisfactory.” 

By the lloirble Mr. K. B. DUTT 

V. Are the Government considering the desirability of apfxunting a 
Board of Sanitary Experts, consisting of official and non-official, members, to 
supervise the experiment of flooding selected areas proposed to be undertaken 
in accordance with Dr., Bentley s scheme? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD : — 

“ The answer is in the negative.” 

By the Hon’ble Mr. K. B. DUTT 

VI. (a) Are the Government aware that Midnapore was considcired a 
sanatorium about twenty years ago and that for th(‘ last ten years the district 
has been subject to the ravages of cholera, malaria, small-pox, dysentery and 
other virulent diseases ? 

(b) What action (if any) are the Government taking to improve the 
sanitation of the town and the various subdivisions ? 

Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. DONALD : — 

“ (a) A wmiparison of the death-rate for the years 1885 to IH!).") with tliat 
for the years 1905 to 1915, details of which are laid on the table, Uuids to show 
that there has been an improvement in the health of the town of Midnapore. 
As regards the district of Midnapore, the mortality both in 1915 and in the 
preceding quinquennium was below the provincial average, while an increase of 
population was recorded at the census of 1911. 

{h) No special action has been taken by Gov^Tument, as the health of both 
the town and district compares favourably with that of many others. A 
water-supply scheme for the town has been under consideration for some time, 
and a drainage scheme has been prepared.” 
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Statement referred to in the Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. Donald to Question 
No, VI {unstnrred) asked Inj the Ilon’ble Mr. K. 13 . at the Council 
Meeting of the 4th Sepieniher^ 1916, showing the ratio of deaths per mille 
of jwpulat ion in the town of Midmipore. 



Year. 

! 
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By the Hon’ble Mr. K. B. DUTT 

Amount Hp. ut VII. Is it a fact that Government have spent a large sum of money in the 
on tiiocoiiHtrujtiori construction of public builcliiiga in various districts in Bengal since August, 
ill Sendai. 11)14? If SO, will the Government be }>ieased to state the amount spent? 


Answer hv the lion ’hie Mr. G KEEN 

“ A sum of Ka. 50,35,159 has been spe^.t under the head * Civil buildings. 
Original works,’ from August, 1914, to end of dinu*, 1910, the latest date up 
to which accounts have been completed. A large portion of this expenditure 
was incurred on works which were already in jirogress when the war bt'gan.” 


By the Ilon’ble Mr. K. B. DUTT 

Fur VIII. Is it a fact that Munsifs find consrderable difficulty in obtaining 
BuMinMium 'of thcmsclvos ill thc subdivisions of Eastern Bengal, and, if so, 

Ka^icnrun. ai ' ^ ^ro tlic Govemmeiit taking any stejis to provide them with suitable lodgings 
as is done in the case* of Subdivisional Officers ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR : — 

“ Government are aware that difficulty is experienced by Munsifs in 
securing suitable residences in many stations in Eastern Bengal as well as in 
other parts of the Province. For some years past, Government have been 
building quarters for Munsifs at places where they are unable to obtain 
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suitable houses. The number of quarters already built is 104 , and a oom- 
prebensive building programme has been drawn up and is being carried out as 
rapidly as is possible with the funds available.” 


By the Ilon'ble KAI MAIlES^DliA CHANDRA MITRA 
BAHADUR 

IX. Will the Government be pleaserl to state — i.( 

riiioii Coiiiiuitti'is. 

(i) What progress has boen made to give effect to the report of tli(‘ 

District Administration Committee of 1913-14 regarding the 
organization of Union Committees? 

{ii) What steps liave been taken by them to give effect to the recom- 
mendations of tlie Royal Commission upon Decentralization in 
India and the District Administration Committee regarding the 
duties and powers of these Union ranchayats with special 
reference to village sanitation ? 


Answer by the Iloii’ble Mr. DONALD : — 

“ (i) & (//) The Hon’ble Member is referred to paragraph 1 of the 
Resolution of this Government, No. 2003 L.S.-G., dated the 29lh ' December, 
1915, reviewing the working of District Boards during the year 1914-15, and 
to the answer given to Question No. XXIV at the Council Meeting held on 
the 7th August, 191 G 

A Bill has Ixjen drafted in accordance with the recommendations of the 
District Administration Committee on the subject of village self-government 
and is now under the consideration of this Government.” 


Bv the Tloirble KAI MAllENDRA (UIANDKA MITIIA 
BAHADUR 

X, Are the Government con.sideriiig the desirability of asking the o, t,ni ii.,nMi> 
District Boards to explain their reasons for not utilising a substantial })ortion ‘" i t'"* niiii/nti.m 
of the Public Works Cess transferred to them for the sanitation of villages and ^ *'"*’*“ 
small towns, for the improvement of water-supply and for anti malarial 
operations ? 

Answer by the Ilon’ble Mil DONALD : — 

The question is engaging the attention of Government ” 


By the Honble RAI MAIIENDliA CJIANDKA MITUA 
BAHADUR:— 

XL (a) Will the Government \)q pleased to lay on the talile a copy of the • < 

Sanitary Inspection Rejiort of the Halisaliar Municijiality in the <!isirict f)l an.i th. i.rM|„.,ni 
the 24-Parganas by Captain A. M. Jukes, m.d., d.p.h., i.m.s , Deputy Samian 
Commissioner, Presidency Circle ? ' ’ 

(b) Are the Government contemplating the postponement of the [lai iiiioii 
of the said Municipality for the present ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. DONALD : — 

“ (a) A copy is laid on the table. 

(ft) No proposals for the partition of the Municipality have I, ecu 
submitted to Government.” 
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Coj)ij of the Sanitary Inspection Report referred to by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald 
in kis aiiswer to question No. XI {unstarred) asked by the Hon’ble Rai 
Mahenura Chandra Mitra IUhadur at the Council Meeting of the 4th 
Septemher^ 1916. 


Sanitary Inspection Report of the Hallsahar Municipality by 
the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, Presidency Circle. 

I VISITED Halisaliar on 8tli July, 1914, and was mot at the station by 
iho Vico-Chairman and one of the Commissioners who both accompanied 
mo througliout niy inspection. 

Tho municipality was last inspoctod'i)y a Deputy Sanitary Commissioner 
about throe yi'ars ago, and tlio report then written would only require amend- 
ing in a few minor details to make it completely apjdicablo to tli(^ condition 
of aliairs as I found it in tho course of my inspection. That report was on 
the whole adverse, and I regret to ro]>ort that there has been little or no 
progress or impruvoment in the interval. It is difficult to say whether the 
ijlame for this can be attached to anyone or whether it is mainly due to 
adverse circumstancoR : I am inclined to think the truth probably lies 
between these two (ixtremcR. The town shows evidences of a past prosperity 
now departed ; there are many large houses now falling into ruins and 
(tvergrown with jungle. 

Tho inspection bookhit had again been only very partially filled up before 
my arrival, thereby causing a go(Hl deal of waste of time in asking questions 
th(‘ answers to which should have l>een ready for me. 

The area of the municii>ality is about 8 square miles. 

Tho pojmlatioii is given as 13,423 of whom 5,052 are females, and 
8.371 males, the disproportion being apparently duo to the presence in the 
municipality of the Loco, and Carriage works of Kasteni Bengal State 
Railway and the Naibali Jute Mill. 

The income is given as lls. 17,9(>fi : this, however, is much larger than 
normal, and is ac(;ountod for by the Government acquiring a piece of land at 
a cost of Rs. 4,771, 

The opening balance was Rs. 3,633. 

Tho expenditure on sanitation is given as Rs. 5,985, accounted for as 
follows : — 



Rb. 


Rs. 

Road cloaniiij? ... 

... 2,315 

Water-rtupply 

220 

Public Uurinet} ... 

... 256 

DiHposal of (lead ... 

S 

Private „ 

... 2,970 

Vaccination ... ... 

104 

Drainage 

60 

All other sanitary expenses ... 

62 


In addition to these sums Rs. 955 were contributed to tho dispensary, 
and Us. 4,230 were spent on road construction and repairs, which, if added to 
the previous items, makes a total of Rs. 11,170. The largo expenditure on 
roads is accounted for by an annual contribution of about Ks. 500 to the 
District Board for the upkeep of certain roads within the municipality, 
and because in the year under review the municipality handed over to the 
District Board another road and paid a lump sum of Rs. 2,500 for its upkeep 
in future. 


Roads . — There are 13 miles of metalled and 16 miles of unmetalled 
roads in the municipality. Those that I saw were in good order, with 
the exception of that lea<ling south from Mondal Market which needed 
repairs badly. ’ 

Water-supply . — Tho paragraph relating to water-supply in the last 
sanitary report might be copied out verbatim hero, and would be true in 
every detail. There has been no improvement or progress during tho last 
three years, or ns that report shows during the previous five years. Part of 
Ward I receives a filtered supply of water from the Naihati Jute Mill, part 
of Ward IV from ihe railway workshops, but the remainder of these 
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two wards and the whole of Wards II and III depend on -the i*iver Ilonghly, 
and perhaps some tanks. There is a ri'sorved tank in Ward II, hut it is 
practically unused, being ton far from the inhabiti^d portions of tho town. 
If the scheme for the supply of filtered water to all the riparian muni- 
cipalities comes into effect, Halisaliar will tnvsumably he included in the 
scheme, so I do not now advise anything to he done which will involve a 
large expenditure. It is a pity, however, that the ComniisBioners liave 
shown so little appreciation of the valin^ of a gool water-supply that they 
have taken no steps to carry out the n^coiumondatioiis made thnn* years 
ago. Much may ho done to improve tlie comlititm of many insanitary 
tanks, and notices should be serveiJ on their owners to compel them to keep 
them clean and free from weeds. 

Dnunago. — As one of the Commissioners said to mo “ the condition of 
the drains is deplorable.” Some of tho mill coolie-lines and parts of tln^ 
railway property are provided with drains ; in the rest of tlie ti)wn 

drains are non-existent, or consist of irn^gular stretches of weeil-cshoked 
ditches. Here again the remarks in tlie last report would a])ply almost 
without alteration. I understand that tho whole municipality has been 
surveyed, and that a complete drainage* schc^me is under preparation in thi» 
Sanitary Engineer’s office. From what 1 saw of the condition of the town, 
I much fear that the cost of this scheme will ])rove to h(i very great ; if it 
does at first sight appear to be prohibitive, I hope the Commissioners will 
not on that ac(;ount 8imi)ly i)ut it on one side as impossible. Thty should 
seriously consider whether somti portion of it cannot be carried out, leaving 
tho less important parts till a later date. Soiin'ot the into which th({ 
drainage is supposed to run need attention, but no doubt they will bo dealt 
with in the Sanitary Engineer’s scheuio. Tin; bottom of the culvert where 
tho Komar Khal runs out. to the riv(‘r is higher than parts of tlu^ bed of tin* 
khal higher up. The Hager Khal also is said to have a very ])oor liow. 

ConsemineH . — Here again the last re])ort would apply quite well now, 
\vith some important additions. There an; still only two nninicij)al latrines, 
both situated in Ward TV. One is masonry and api)arently little uscmI, 
presumably partly bl^c;ulse it is in wet W(‘.ather situated in tlu^ iniddhi of a 
marsh, and partly because* the railway septic tanks are tit no gn^at distamii*. 
In any case its pattern is bad. The otlun- is 8ituat(?d in the neigh))onrli(K>d 
of tho iiiunici])al market, and tlnj surroundings were kopt by no means 
clean. 

Noar-by the railway autho»-ities an^ erecting a m*w iron latrine. I 
cannot approve of its situation. It is being built on a jnccca foundation 
which at this ])()int forms one of the retaining walls of a large drain, whicli 
throughout most of its course is kateha and through whicli there is a 
considerable flow of water. Tho temptation for mehtars to empty buckets 
into the drain will be great, and in any case washings and liquids are bound 
to find their way into the drain. Unfortunately building re.gidations are not 
in force in the municipality, so the Commissioners are hedphiss, and cannot 
take stops to have tiie latrine romovod or to prevent the* occurrence of 
similar events in future. 

Tho Naihati Jute Mill has come to an arrangement with tho municipality 
by which it pays no latrine-tax, but manages iis own consorvancy arrange- 
ments. I visited one of its coolie-lincs which had obviously been built 
some years, but there was no latrine aecommoilation as far as I otmld see in 
these particular lines. Tliere was plenty of jungle about, so pre.sumably 
the poolicB used the jungle instead. This is most unsatisfactory. 1 undor- 
stand that the municipal authorities have roctiiitly acquirrsd an iron latrines 
and propose to erect it close to these lines. This is about tlm only attempt 
they have made to carry out tho rocommondations made in the last rejiort, 
viz., that latrines should be provided in Wards II and III, and even in this 
case the latrine is not yet in evidence. I also visited the mill trencliing- 
groiind ; it was in a most unsatisfactory condition. There were a number 
of trenches of varying ages, all of which were full to the brim with night- 
soil, without any attempt having been made apparently to cover it with 
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f*artli. I would suggest that tlio Municipal Oversoor should inspect the mill 
trench ing-ground at intervals of about a week, though not always on the 
same day, and should draw the attention of the Chairman to any irre- 
gulariti(‘B. if the mill authorities cannot manage and supervise their 
conHorvaney arrangomonts satisfactorily, it would be much better that 
they should hand them over to the municipality, and pay latrine-fees in the 
ordinary way. 

The munlcifiality is diviilod into two circles for conservancy purposes, 
each of which lias its own trench iiig-ground. One circle consists of Wards i 
and II, ami the trcnchiiig-grouml was in fairly go(Kl order, some of tlie 
tronches, liowevcn*, had ci'rtainly boon lilled too full. Tlin^. inches of night- 
^«)il is ample in the wet wi*ather in a trench iiielies deojj, and tlie other 
diimaisionH of llio tn3nch should bo such tliat one cart-load will not fill the 
trench tr) a great(‘r dc])tli than 8 iiichcb : it should then be immediately filled 
m willi earth. The other trenchiiig-ground for Circle 11 (Wards III and IV) 
was not in nearly sucli goini ordor. There was a tiny patch of ground 
cleared in tlie iniddl(3 of dense jungle, all tiie trenches had been filled far too 
full, an<l were breeding immense numbers of fiies. It is quiti' time this plot 
was given up ; some of the adjoining jungle should be cleand and tre-nchiug 
earned out on liie ch^ared ]iatch, tlu^ present ]d()t being at tiie same time 
plact d under cull ivation. 1 was given to understand that a piece of land is 
leased for tnuicliing and when it is used up a new site is biased, and the first 
OIK' icturiKHl to tin^ owiK'r for cultivation, ^riiis may be the oasii in Circh^ I 
trenching-ground, as the neighbourhood is open and cultival)le, but there is 
ijo uviih'ncc of cultivation ai. the Circle 11 trenching-ground, the whole place 
lieiijg densely covered with jungle. 

Hcnvonfjing , — There arc now a number of dustbins in various parts ol 
tli(^ town, Imt there seemed to bo still no system in tin*- disposal of the 
rubbish eollect(3d. llubbisli seemed to lie dumiied down anywliorc' and 
everywhere, quite irrespective of whether there wore hollows to Ix' filled up 
or not. c.g., I saw numerous collections of rubbish which liad been (luiiip(‘d 
iK'ur the river sith', though at soino distance from the water's edge. It thus 
n inained by the raa<l side to bree<l Hi('S. If rubbish is going to be disposed 
of by ilumi»ing into hollow's some hollow' should ho selected which reciuires 
tilling, and all rublush slioiild be deposited into this hollow till it is full, 
each day’s rubbish Ixdng covered with earth or ashes, and a final hiyi'r of 
earth, if p*)ssil)h', or failing that, aslies sliould be placed over the whole. 
A eoniimnitJemeiil sljoiild then be made on anotlior hollow. 

Markets . — Tlie remarks made three years ago still apply absolutely 
'Die one purra market, a private one near the jute mill, is quitti a good 
building, but is still very dirty, especially at tlie eastern end wliieli, 1 under- 
stand, is used as a eow^shed. The result is that the floor is covered with mud 
and filth, I had considerable diffieulty in assuring myself that the market 
possessed drains at all, but I did at last find that there had been y77icc« 
<lrains which were completely filled and covered with mud and rubbish. 
Tlie whole market and the drains should be cleaned and then kept clean by 
lieiiig tlnn-ouglily washed dow'ii with water after every market day. The 
remaining markets, three private and one municipal, all have hitcha floors ; 
the latter has a our ru gated-iron roof. No effort seenis to have been 
made to improve the floors of any of these markets during the last 
eight years. 

The Mondal Market, a ]»rivate one, is kuicha, and the meat on sale was 
sw'arming with flies. Meat and fish sellers in all markets should be com- 
pelled to keep their wares covered with muslin if not with some more 
permanent protection. The hydrant close lo this market was converting the 
adjoining land into a marsh. The waste w'ater from hydrants should always 
bo led, preferably by a '^mcca channel, into the nearest drain. 

Dhpoi^al of dead . — Thero does not seem to be any regular burning ghat, 
iuit every bathing ghat is used for that purpose. It would be much better, 
if possible, to have one or more authorized burning ghats, and arrange to 
have information given at the municipal office of all cremations. This 
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would enable a check to bo kept on the vital Btatistics. Some Muhammadans 
are Bwd to bury their dead in their own conipouiulH ; this cuRtom should \)e 
Btrictly prohibited, and legal proceedings should lie taken against any who 
break any regulations drawn up on the subject. Tlie use oi the authorized 
burial grounds should be insisted on. 

Vital statistics. — The registration of births and deaths is almost 
certainly incomplete. I found a n'conl of two chililren under one year old 
registered as deaths, of whose birth I could find no record during the 
previous twelve months’ birth registers. In view of the largo Heating 
population, this docs not necessarily indicate a failure to register in these 
particular instances, but the birth and death rates sliow tliat there must bo 
many omissions. A death-rate of 24 per 1,000 and a birtli-rato o! 18 per 
1,000 are far too low even taking into consideration the small proportion of 
females in the population. 1 should think the actual births and deaths 
approach much more nearly to about 27 and 30 — 35 per 1,000, rosjiectively. 
Energetic steps should be taken to secure more accurate returns. 

Jungle. — The whole town is overgrown with thick jungle except some 
of the less inhabited parts near tiie railway, and the more or less densely 
populated part iK'ar the railway works. Owners of land should be enm- 
polled, by legal metliods, il‘ neccssaiy, to keep tliidr property clear of jungle, 
and the Municipal Commissioners should set a gorxl example both in reganl 
to municipal and private property. 

I was givim to un.h'rstanl that the inhabitants of llijpiir, childly railway 
employ6s, are agitating to have Ward TV or part of it separated In'in the 
rest ot the iniinici])ality, and fornu'd into a new municipality. doubt 
this would be b(>tter from Uieir point of view, as they would tJieu be 
comparatively wealthy, and with a very small area to bc’ looked after. It 
would be very hard lint's, howt'vor, on the rest of the municipality which 
would be left completely poverty-striekt'ii and ht'lpless, I am not at all 
sure that this separation >voidd be a wise stej), eKj)ecIally as the pn^sent 
(^ommissiontTS from Ward fV do not scMon to exerciso much supervision 
over matters now within tlndr jurisdiction, e.g.. in tlie niatter of tin' 
trenching-ground in (hrcle II, the market latrine near the iniinieipal 
market, and the unsatisfactory posiLion of the ikjw latrine b(‘ing ereeteil near- 
by, and tliere is no proof that they would work any belter if they bad a new 
xnuniciifalily of tlieir own. 

A. M. dlTKES, M.i)., n.r.ii., Capt., 

Deputg Sanitary Commissioner, residency Cirrlr 

Bv the Ilon’ble RAl MAllENDUA CHANDRA Mil KA 
BAIIADUR:— 

XIL {a) Is it a fact that there is no hostel for Indian students attaciied 
to the Calcutta Medical ("ollege (the only institution of its kind in Bengal) ? 

(5) Arc the Government contemplating taking any stejis to erect such a 
hostel ? 

Answer by the Ilon’blc Mu. DONALD : — 

“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(6) Governifient are contemplating the erection of a hostel and a I’ongh 
scheme has been firepared. Financial considerations preclude furtlicr 
progress with the scheme at present.” 

By thn Hon’ble RAI MAllENDUA CIIANDUA MiTUA 
BAHADUR 

XIIT. (tt) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the 
circular letter, dated the Ist duly, 1916, regarding college, messes, issued by 
the Calcutta University to affiliated collegos ? 


Ilorlt'-I I'll 111' •! 
I'lJ Htmii iiN t 

Calcutta 


Collogi* mu—'' 
and the Lih'Oi-ji 
C irciilui. 



Tramway acci- 
(lentH near hcIiuoIh. 


I’rcveiition of 
th«' ailulteratioij ol 
food. 
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{h) II SO, will l,ho Govornment he ploaseil to state whether it has been 
inoilitied in favour o[ Ktmleiits living with their guaulinnH iii private messes 
and hoarding- houses ? 

Answer by the Ilon’hle Mu. IIOUNELL 

“ {a) Th(i attention of Government has been drawn to Circular No. M-18, 
dat.'d th(* Ist »Junu, 11)16. Government know nothing of a circular dated Ist 
.Inly, 11)16. 

{/j) Tlie Government of Ihmgal have no status in tho matter except In so 
far as Government Colleges are conet^rneil and they have no knowledge as to 
wlietluT or not any inodiiication has been made.” 

Bv the lloirble RAI MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA 
BAHADUR 

XIV. («) Are the Govorninent aware of the facts relating to the death 
of a young student while crossing the tram-car lines near the Scottish 
CUmrehes Collegiate School in Calcutta. 

(h) Are the Government taking any steps with a view to regulate the speed 
of tram-cars while passing schools and colleges at the end of the school hours, 
and to ])lace traffic-police constables at these places to prevent a recurrence of 
such accidents? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR : — 

“ (a) The Commissioner of Police reports that no incident of the kind 
occurred, but that on the 15th July a l)oy of 12 years of age was knocked down 
by a motor-car in Cornwallis Street and was caught on the guard of a tram-car 
which was i)a8sing at the time. The injuries received by the boy were slight 
and he has now completely recovered. The usual inquiry was held and showed 
that the occurrence was a pure accident. It did not take place in front of or 
nv‘ar any sehool or college. 

(/>) Government do not think it necessary to take any action of the nature 
suggested.” 


th(‘ Hoii’ble RAI MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA 
r. \HA1)UR 

XV. Will the Government be pleased to state what action they have 
taken to prevent adulteration of articles of human eonsumi)tion, as referred to 
in the Annual Report of the Chemical Examiner’s Department, Bengal, lor 
1915? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DON AIJ) 

“ The question of the adequacy of the presimt provisions of the law to 
.vev(Mit the adulteration of food and drugs has Ix^en under the const deratmn 
,t ( loveniment for some time. It is proposed to deal with the question, so far 
IS municipal areas are concerned, when the Calcutta Municipal Act and the 
Bengal Municipal Act are amended. Health Officers and Sanitary Inspectors 
lave been appointed in municipal towns, one o£ whose duties is the systematic 
nspectiop of food supplies. A copy of the revised rules on the subject is laid 

m the table.” 


.][odel Rules referred to in the Answer hj the llon’ble Mr. Donald to Question 
No. XV {unstarred) asked by the Ilon’blo Uai Mahendka Chandra 
Mitka Haiiadir at Ote Council Meeting of the 4th September, 1916. 


S il) Tlio lloalth Officer shall regularly iiispoct the provisions exposed 
or sale in shops and in the market so that il necessary, action may be taken 
inder sections 250 and 251 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884 . 
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[2) AVlicnevt'r a.loiiu.ilL* racllitios for clioiaical analyisis aro availal)li‘, tlu* 

Health Ofliu(‘r shall tlirt'ct h s Sanitary lns])oct()rs to jMirchasc*. from t iiiu' to 
linn*, sarnplos of milk. ghoo. or any cMlier article' of food i'xposoil to sah\ 
under R(*ctie)n iioll), for the puri)ORc of analysis and shall take action 
according to the results ohtaineil from such analysis. 

4. (/) Markt'ts. — Jn th(» e«»nrKe of his round, tho Sanitary lns]>t'etoi 

must iiisjieet all mark(‘ts. huildings, shnj'S, stalls or places used for tin* 
sale or storage of articles intemhul for fooel. 

(/-) If he iiinls in any market, huilding, shoj), stall or place useil for the 
sale or storage of article's intended for fofKi. or as a slaughtei-lnuisi-, any 
articles which app('ar to la* unfit for footl. hi‘ must si'i/.e tlnun and rt'port I hr 
mattt*r at ()nc(' to tin' Medical OHicer of Health (*(.'liairman of the Mum- nui, , r ■»! lUviiiii 
cipality) who will tlnoeupoii lake suitahh' acti<in undi'i* tin* Ihmgal Municipal 
Act. 1884. 


By the Ilori'hle RAI MAIIKNDRA CHANDRA MITBA 
BAHADUR 

XVI. (a) Are the Government aware tliat the Kadiia math, in the Amta iiiiii.ii.itiiiii <) 
basin, in the district of Howrah, which covers an area of about 112i scjuarc 
miles, is under water almost every year ? 

(h) Are the Govcrtimeiit aware that this results in a scarcity of cn)ps 
in the locality ^ 

{(') Is it a fact that this inundation is due to the silting-up (if the Kana 
Damodar, the Banspati khal, th(‘ Poorana khal, Nahin Babu’s khal and such 
other canals as used lo drain the maths forini'rly ' 

{(i) What action (if any) ar(‘ tin* Government taking for tlie efleelne 
drainage of this tract of land ^ 

Answer Iw tlie 11 on ’hie ?\Ir. GREEN * 

“ (a) & {h) The area of the Amta drainage basin is estimated to co\(‘r 
about 12H sqiian* miles. It is under.stood that the Hoirbh* Member n'fiOh 
specially to a ])ortion of the central sub-basin. That sub basin covt*rs an ann 
of about 07 square miles. 

The Hon’ble Member is referred to sections (/) and (//) of tin* ansum- given 
by tlie Hon’ble Mr. Finnimore to Qui'stion No. 12 ask(‘d liy the Hon’ble Babu 
Maluuidra Nath Ra\ at the meeting of this (’ouncil on the Kllb damiary, nM4 

(c) The answer is in the aflirniatjve. 

(d) A scheme for the drainag(‘ of the Amta liasiii, including tlir‘ area 
referred to by the Hon’ble ^lember, has been work(*d out and is estiimited to 
cost Rs. t), SO, 802. 

Owing to present financial conditions, (ioveriinumt has not y(‘t b(‘(‘n able 
to take up the .scheme.” 

By the Iloirhlt^ KAI MAIIENHKA CllANDIlA MITilA BAllADl’i; - 

XVII. (a) Are the Go\ernment awan* of the facts rc'garding th(‘ tragic A . i.nt .a j 1 
d(‘ath of an Indian which occurred in the month of flulv, 1010, at Krishnagar ' ' ' 

City station? ‘ 

{h) I.s it a fact that the jierson was rnii over while erossjiig the radaay 
lines to fetch watcT? 

(c) Is it a fact that he was not ai le to g(*t any water at tlie Krishiiagar 
City station ? 

((/) Have Govc^rnnient caused an inqiiin t ) he made li.to tlie matter hy th'* 
local authorities? 

(e) If so, will the (iovermmmt he plean'd t(j lay on the table tb(‘ r(‘poil 
showing the result of the investigation ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. GREKN 

“ («) Yes. On 17lh July, at Krislinngar City station, a woman named 
Samp Bibi fell in front of a train and v\as seriously in jured. Her husband, 
Ahmed Ali Malik, was killed by the train while trying to save her. The 
unfortunate woman was in an advanced slate of |)regnaney. She had never 
travelled in a train before. Seeing the engine, she became confused and fell in 
front of it. 

(h) No. 

(c) There is an ample supply of water on the platform where the woman 
was standing, and there is nothing oxcejn jungle on the other side of the line. 

C/) An inquiry was held by the Railway authorities. A Deputy 
Magistrate*, dcpuU*d by the District Magistrate, was present at the inquiry. 

(c) A copy of the finding of the Committee of joint inquiry is laid on the 
table.” 


Fin lu.ij (it of Joini impiirtf nderred t(( ia thr ans/nr Iijj iho 

Gi.'KKN io .Ve. XVU [uoM irre /) asked la/ the llon’ble Hai 

Maiiknuka (’ifanoka Mitka llAiiADru a/ the. (^oumdl M(^ctiag of the dth 

Sejiineher, IVIO. 

W'r:, th(^ iiiidiM’HigiKM], havintr ^'arefully (‘onsidi'HMl all the (*vi<len(?(', 
do lind 1 lial the being in a <h‘Ii<‘al(‘ state of Iieallh and rn'Vf^r having 

trav(dled ill a iraiii belon' iliat day In^eaini' eonfust'd and gidily and (ell 
olV the jdatlOrni iniine«liately in front of lh(‘ engine and had her legs run n\(n-. 
Her husband juiniMMl ell |ln‘ | lall’oim in tin* eiuh'aveur to save her and was 
run over and kllh d. 

We lin I that this was a | ure aceiileiit ami th.it no (>ne was to blame. 

We iind also that, tin* driver h \ I his train under propt'r control ami that 
he eoidd not. have avi'i’ted tin* accident. 

u. V , (;rrTA, c. m. wells, il il aserappa, 

n. T. s.. r. A, L. 0 , c. j, X e. x, it. //. j., 

'Vresideni, 

The nr^h Juh/. rjio. 


By the llon'hle Mauu i A. K. FAZL-l'L^II AQ 
^‘li'||""i‘||' ‘’t X\"III. Wdl t he (iev erimiei’t be ph-ased to state — 

•5|ll(tV!lls ill lIlU 

i‘rusi.1, II, V (,,'i tlie number of applications fei admission into the Presidenc;^ College 

that were refiisi-d this year? 

(A) to \\ hat dlstrii'ts dui the ajiplicants, who wm’o refused admission, 
n-speetively belong? ^ 

(r) whether it is a fact that seme students wero refused admission on 
the gronml that they belonged to a particular district or weri* ca’-stiulents 
of a pariienlar institution ? 

[(I) bow many of tlie unsuceossful applicants wore Miiliaminadans ? 


Answer I'y ibe llon’ble IIORKKLL : — 

“ (ii). [h) A {(I) A statement is laid on thi* table. 
Tlio alls^^er is in the negati\('.” 



a7if} Aftsiccrs. \^\) 


StatPifiPnt rrfirml to in (hr Ansm-r Inf ih- \\uul\n Mr. lli»UNKi,L to 
(fUP^Uon Ao. Will innslorr •(! ] nslcel In/ the ll'ni’l>li‘ Mwi.vj A. K. 
P AZL-rL-ll.\g, at the C Hui‘’d Meeting of the 4 th S'*fttcmlr‘i\ 
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Wyihe ir.u’hlc* M.vn.vi A, K. FAZL-IM.-IIAQ — 

XiX. {a) Is It a lafl th.il tlu* ( ^-ilciitta UnivtTsily lias a circular 

declarin'^ tii.it slii lv'uts liviiij; in unaiit'ionsn 1 incKS(*s or iioslcls arc dcliarnnl 
j'roiu jidiiiisyiun iiiLo collcijfc.-, u) fiusn silling for I'liivorsity c\;iiiiiiia1 ii>iis ’/ 

\h) IC SO, will tli(< Cilovcriiinciit ln‘ plcasod U\ st il(‘ wliat provision (if any 
is ixniijt^ iiiadi' for stu lcnts wiio arc aUf'ctod by this ordi*r ? 


Answer by tli(< Ilon’l»lc Alii. IIOUNKLL : — 

“ (c ) Tli(' ( Jov('rnnici]^ nndcrsland that the University havi' issiieJ (ir* 
cnlars dtTiwini^ attention to tin* conditions of n'sideiico which are re»jnired b\ 
till' UniA’crsity b’e^ulatiiuis. 

[b) Th" tioverimi'Mit of rj'iii^d have no status in the niatter (‘\c,(‘;>t in s" 
far as Oov»n*nni<nit iJollc'^t^s an* conecriuMl ; the position as ref^anls t h'* 
reslilenoo students in thesis (‘olle^os is bciriji? investigated. ’’ 


Hy tin* llon’blo M.mjlvi A. K. FAZL-UL-IIAQ 

XX. Will tin' (lovernineiit 1 m* pleased to state tin* total iinrnlMn* «►! 
Muhamnia Ian students in Calcutta colh*.g(‘S and how many of liu'se live — 

(jj with authorised guardians, or 
(n) in n'cugnized nnisses or hostels ? 


Answt*r by the IJon bh* Mw. ITORSELL : — 

A statement is laid on the t.abh*. 

(/) Total nuniber of Muliamniatlan stulenis in 

(Calcutta (hjl leges ... ... Il'i 

(-; Total number uf living with authoriziMi 
guanlians — 

{a) witii parents ... ... I lii 

{If} with guardians other th.in parmits... 

Total ... 12^ 

{S} Sumhor living in recognised in'*s.sc.s and lio.tels 317 ” 


i,ii>k i>r I 
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hlmln.t'- 


M llil'i Ml II .1 >1 Ik I 

I'tii'i' nil’ III r.ii 
<‘i|itii 



r iiii'i oi:; ii i H 0 (I 

illjrll Schools III 


I’niiniv 

ti III i:i 
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Tli*' Il()ii’l)l(‘ Maijiti a. K. FAZL-UI.-IIAQ askod tin* following? Suimm.k- 

MKNTAKY Ql'KSTION : — 

“An* vv(* to understand that all tin*. Miilianiinadan c-olle^e studeiils 
livmjj ill (valciitta aro living? eitliiu’ with their ].an'iits, aiithorisi^d ffuardians cir 
111 autlinrisod in(*ss(‘s or hostels?” 


The llon’hle Nawah Sir SVKD SIIAMS-rL-IIUDA replied 

‘‘ It will he found that then* are altiji^ptlier 7 15 students, and all of tlieni 
are af!eounto(i for hy th(‘ fi^iin-s ^iven. 1 think tlierefore it follows that all 
are living (‘ith(‘r with tluur fiarents or authorised fruardians or in recoi^nise^i 
hostels and nn‘SH(‘H.” 


The llon’hh' Mai’i.v! a. K. FAZl.-rL-lIAQ said 

“My information is that the nuinher is 1,127 and not 745, and I will 
therefore follow the matter uj) with a further qiK'stion : Js it not a fact tliat 
tlnu’o are at h'ast 1 Muhammadan students liviiif^ in a hide ^oilowii at 
No. .‘U, LI])|)er (’ireular Road, and living in the niiilst of strangers?” 


The Hon’hle N AU A ii Sm S VED SlI AMS-rL-IimA said — 
“■ I would ask for notiei* of that question.” 


Hy the llon’hle lUiir AKHIL (HIANDRA DATTA 

XXf. Will tho Cxovernmont be pleased to state, district hy district. — 

(/) the numher of existing high acdiools whicli have* faih‘d to obtain 
recognition hy tho University, and 

(//) tin* reason or reasons for the refusing or wiihholding of sucli 
re(!ognition ? 

Answ(*r hy the llon’hle Mk. HORN ELL : — 

“(7) As statinl in the reply given to Qliiestion No. 8 in the (^)uncil 
Meeting of 0th March, 1916, there are. 99 High schools in the distrie.ts of 
Hengal which are not recognized hy the University. Jt is not knowm how 
many of these' schools have actually applied to the University for recognition. 
Iiifornintioii is not at present available as to the numher of nucIi schools in 
each <listricl. 

(//) Th(‘ rei'oguition of high schools is a matter w hich is altogetlnM* within 
the pow'or of the University, and tho Hengal ChnaM'nment have no information 
on ili(‘ suhj(‘ct. 


Hy tin* llon’hh* Haiu. AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA :~ 

XXII. Is it a fact I hat two officers of tlie Eduealitm Departmenl 
w'('r(' de|)iite(l about twa> years ago by the ’^loii’hle the Director of Public 
liistruetion to study the ]n’oblem of primary education and to work out a 
enm])h‘te sclioine of primary education in Bengal ? 

* [h] If so. wdll tho (lovernment he pleased to state wliat Avas the scheino 

reeoinmcndod hy them ? 

i^(d Was that soliemc approved hy the Government ? - 

(f/) Will the Government ho pleased to lay on tho tablo tho report 
sulmiitted by the tw^o oflicers ? 

(c) Was that report considered by a conference of the inspecting officers 
of tho Pri'sidoncy ? 
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(/) ][«(), Will tliM (5nvt'rinihMi‘ lu» pli^stvl ti> still wiiiit Wim-i- ilu' n>i*nin- 
iiiouuiiliniis ()[ tlu' L'tuilorriict* ? 

((/) Will llu' (iitV(M-iiui'<ii( Iv iilcascd to hty on tlic itil.lo I'lir n iiort of ilic 
said conlVri'iiCf, il’ any ? 

[h] Has any sclinnn^ Im'imi foriniilattMl liy tlu‘ ( JnviTiimi-nl v\itli vt'prard !,> 
primary education in IJoinjial, imdudin^ a tnirruMilmn and syllal*iis<‘s mi 1 In- 
'basis or in (;onso«jiumci‘ nj‘ such rcjiort and n'cnniinnidations (if any '? 

1 1 ) If so. will tiioaov (‘riinnml lu* ploasrd in stall' 1 hr nature nl’ I hr srlirnir 
and to lay on the table all such papmsas may bt' sulliricnl In explain I lit‘ 
scheme ? 

[j Has any stej> been 1.1^x011 by the ( iovernnient to vi' to such 
scht'ine ? 

Ausw.t i.y till* llon’ble Mu, llOliNKLL — 

“ An ollicer (»!' the Ediicalion Uepartment was de]>nted by th(' Din'ctor 
of Ihililic Instruction, llenpral, in tlic year llUo In prepan* a sclu'ine for the 
renr^ranization of primary (‘duration in lien^^al. 'Phis oilicer workcal in 
(aiinbination with one ol tin* lii'^pectors oi Schools, din* proposals niadt' bv 
tih‘setW() otlicerft wm’e considere 1 by a confenmee of (Mlucational ollicei s in 
November, IDir). Tlmir r(‘port and the proeoedinps ol tin coniermice. are 
Hil ler the consideration of tin* LbnM‘ior of Public Insirni‘tion. IJeiii^al, and 
have not yi*t been submitti>il to ( lovinanmmt.’’ 

By the IloiPblc Babu AKIllL (Ml ANDUA DATTA : - 

XX 111 (a) Are the (jovcrninent aware that tliere is no waiting room 

for the 1st and 2nd class passengers at Bralirnanliaria station on tlie Assam- 
Bengal Railway line ^ 

{b) Has the attention of the Government be(‘n drawn to the fact that 
pardannshhi Ifidian ladies suffer great inconvenience for want of a waiting 
room for them at Brahmanliaria station ^ 

(c) Are the Government aware, that the attention of the Railway 

authorities has repeatedly been drawn to these matters but without anv 
effeet ? ‘ 

(d) What steps (if any) arc the Government taking to remove the 
grievances complained of ^ 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. GRKEX • 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) & (c) The question was considered b> the Railway aiillioritK.'S in Ibid, 
hut il was found tlien that the number of Ist and 2iid class pass(‘ng(‘rs at 
Brahmanbaria did not warrant the provision of special aecomniodation 

(d) The Local Government do not feel justified in moving in the matter.” 

By the llon’ble Babu AKIllL (MIANDRA DATTA -- 

XXIV. (ft) Are the Govornnient aware tliat th(‘re are separate wait- 
ing-rooms for Euro|)eans and Indians on the Assam-Bcngal Railway, c.ff., at 
Lakshani and Akhaura ? 

{^>) Are the Government aware that the wailing-rooms for Indians arc 
very much worse than those for Europeans in situation, size, hath-rooin, 
furniture, cleanliness ? 

. (r) Are the Government aware tiial this distinction is viuy much 
lesented by Indians ? 

(d) Are the Government contemiilating taking any sl(‘j)s to remove this 
distinction ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. GREEN : 

” («) Yes. 

(6), (c) & (d) No complaints regarding the Indian waiting-rooms have 
been received by this Government.” 
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•172 Quf'slifws and Answers. [l iii Skitember* 

Ry the JUhu AKHIL CUAXDliA DATTA 

XX\'. (//) Aiv the (ioverii incut invaiv lliat acconinuHiation for 

iiitcriiicdnili' and lird class jiassengcrs is cxtreiiioly iiUMleqiiatc on the Assani- 
Ik'iigal Railway and that tliis causes great iiicon\eniciicc to tin* ])asscngcrs? 

(h) Aie the (jovcriiiucnt awaic that there is no t'oiiipartiiient for lemale 
passengers in the interniediaU* class on the As.-^arij-Jlengal iiailway extcfit 
only in the mail trains ^ 

(r) A re the (Jovernnient aware that, in vi^w of the soi ia] custom of 
Hindus and Muhaniinadaiis, this causes great iiiconvenjence to the female 
|»as';engers ( 

((/) Are the (jlo\einnient taking any shqes I'nr the removal of this 
grievance ^ 

Answer hy the Hoiride Mn. (IREEN : - - 

" O') ^ Oh ^ Eoeal (iovernment are aware of the demands for 

i’icr(‘ase and im[>rovenient in intermediate and tird class accommodation. 
Much has aln'ady been done to meet the.se demands, but further provision has 
been unavoidably ] postponed owing to the war.” 

Ry the Ilon ble IlAitr RllAREXDHA (dIAXDRA IE\Y 

XX VI. (a) Will the (Iovernment he pleased to make a statement as to 
the number of persons in Reiigal, since December, 1015, who ha\e been dt*alt 
with under the provisions of Rule of the Defence of India (Consolidation) 
Rules, 1015? 

(h) What are the circumstances that generally determine as t-o whi'ther 
in a parlKailar iiistaiiee action is to he taken under the Defence of India 
ICdles ? 

(r) What are the main didVreiiees in tlie treatment aeeoi’ded to a person 
dealt w'itli under JJengal Regulation III of IHIO and un(l(‘r the Defence of 
India Rules? 

(^/) Is any inquiry made into the allegations in each jiarticiilar instance 
before any action is taken by (jovernment , if so, A\hat is the eliaracter and 
process of such iiKpiiry. and i>y whom and at what stage is it made ? 

(c) Are the charges or grounds of siisjiieion brought to the notice of tlie 
individual eorieeriied, and is any op[)ortuiiity gi\en to him for explanation at 
any time? 

(/) 111 how many instances were persons arrested and detained in (aistody, 
before lieing actually interned or deported 

((j) For what jicriods were they so detained? 

(ft) How many persons were let off after arrest? 


Answer hv tlie lloirble Mr. KERR : — 

“ (u) (v) From the time that the Defence of India Act Avas passed up till 
tlie ‘.list August, IDIG, 321 persons haAc been dealt with under section 3; of 
these 257 siiu'c Di^eember, li)15. These mimhers ineludo abseoiiders, persons 
suiiseiiuently dealt Avith under the oi'dinary law, and some who eventually 
became State prisoners. »» 

(//) In the same period 54 persons, of Avhom 3 have since b(*en reloust'd, 
have been dealt with under Regulation III of ISIS , of these 4fi since December, 
H)15. 

(h) The circumstances Avhieh decide Dovernnient are in the terms of 
Rule 3 of the Defence of India Ruk\s--“ Where in the opinion of the Local 
Government tliere are reasonable grounds for belieAnng that any person has 
acted, is acting or is about to act in a manner prejudicial to the {)ublic safety 
or the Defence of British India.’* 

(r) The main difference is that persons dealt AA’ith under Regulation III 
of 181H are confined in jail, Avhereas persons dealt with under the Defence of 
India Rules are domiciled in selected areas. 
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(rf) Full inquiries are made in tlie case of each siisj>cct hv pa/etted ofliccrR 
of the poliw*. The inquiry is of an executi\e cliaracler. Orders of intern 
inent are not passed hy Oovernmcnt until the papers of each i-ase and all 
1 epres(*ntations, if any, made hy, or on ht^hiili ol, the suspect Iia\e heen 
considered. 

(c) The re])ly is in the affirmative. 

(f) & (f/) In practically all cases. 

(//) Fxclusiv(* of Oi'aons, wliose cases ari* quite se?)ai’at(\ is piTsiuis have 
been released. Of these 1 was subsequently t‘X])elled fi-om the Pro^ince.’' 


r>y the llon'hle lUnr \ 01IAM)U.\ K'AY - 


[‘it Ik‘1 


XXYIT. In how many instances were per.sons arrested 
section 54 of the CVide of Oriniinal Prot‘edin*e, or on any s]>ecific charge 
criminal offence ultimately dealt witli under-— 

(/) Rule 3 of the Defence of India Rnle-^, or, 

(//) Beiio-al R(‘M'iilation 111 of ISIS, 


under si.itiHin*s iiIm 

j' llif 1(1 pi'l -(Ills ill' 
(li:lipc(i iIikI h 
III i( ti •! mill ill <1 
villi iiiiili'r tl 
1 li li‘iu'i> 1)1 liid 

ISnIiH (11 Kcll;'. 
I^^^ll.ltl(lll III I 

either wdthoiit heine; (harmed with any olTrnce. or havin^^ heen ac(]nitle(l or 
discharged hy any court of j list ice 'if 


Answer h\ the lloirhle .Mu. KFIMi * — 

Th(‘rf‘ were S7 such cases under the Defence of India Rul(‘s and 7 und(*r 
Regulation III of IHIS.” 


Ry th- lioTi’hl- R\uc lUlARKMlRA (TIAXDR'A RAY 

XX\ III, (i'/) In how many in.slan(*(*.s were' ai'ri'sts made und(‘r t<he AimmIh imiii 
jirovisioJis of Rule 12 A of the Defence of India Ruh's 'f •»< '* 

(/i) Who WTre the officers in Beii^ra] authorisiMl under Riih* 12 A of the Kmi's ' 
Defence of India Rules to make arrests without warrant ' 

(r) In how many instances W('re onlers jiasseil undi'r Rule clauses (a) 
and (h), of the Defence of India Rules w ithout actual arrests Ixdn^* made 'f 


Answer liy the Ilon'Me ^lii. KKID! • 

“ (a) Up to the Hist Au^mst, 1910, 2«(; arrests were made under Rule 12 A 
of the Defence of India Rules. 

(h) The Ilon’ble Member is referred to Bengal Uovornmenl Notification 
No. 15077 r, dated the 2Hth Dec^emlnT, 1915, wliieh was piihlisherl in the 
Calculta Oazrtlc of the 29th Decemher, 1915 

(r) In l(i() eases orders were issued uiifler Rule :i (n) and (h) of tin* Didenee 
of India Rules without prior arr(‘sts uuder Rule 12 A.’' 


B> the lion'hk- B.Mir BIIAJMCNDRA Ull.WDRA RAY 


XXIX (a) Is any person, ajj^ainst whom steps wa*rc taken undiT Riih* 
.3 (n) and (^), or Rule 12 A of the Deleiiee ol India Ruli's at present eonfim*d 
in jail? 

(h) If so, is such eonfinemcTit under any of the Defimec of India Rules or 
under Bengal R('f,nilatjon 1 1 1 of 1818 ? 

(e) In the ease of persons dealt wu'th under Rule 3, clauses (a) and (h), of 
the Defence of India Rules, are they allow'ed to enjoy limited freerlom in th(‘ir 
enforced domicile^ Are they allowed to hold intemews and cornmunieatioufe 
with relations? If .so, on what terms? 


C(| I) fi t < III •' II 

iiinlcr tlif l)i frii' 
lit ill'll 1 Uiil< ' nil 

I’imilmI I{' I'm' ill" 
III ■ : ISIS 


(d) Are relations allowed to have interviews and ef)mniumeations on 
similar terms with those confined in jail eitlau- under Bengal Regulation III 
of 1818 or under the Defence of India Rules ? 
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(Jurslioun and Ansirrrfi. 


r4TH SeI'TKMUKIJ, 


(^') How many instances are there, if any, in whicli j)crsons — 

(i) serving out their sentences of ini})risonnient upon — 

(1) conviction of any criminal offence, or 

(2) failure to furnish security for go(al helaniour under the Code 

of Criminal Procedure, 

(ii) confiri(‘d as under-trial prisoners and eventually cacquittcd or 

discharged by any court of law, 

ha\e been detained in custody under Ikmgal Uegulation III of 1818 or the 
DelVnce of India Rules, after their original confinement had come to an end ? 

(/) In each of the (‘ases mentioned in the foregoing clause, when did the 
onginal confincmeiil begin ^ 

({/) Was tfiei’e any regular discharge from ))rison before any sui'h })erson 
as stu'ved with orders under the Defence of India Rules or Bengal Regulation 
111 of 1818? 

(//) Dot^s the treatment accorded to such persons as political detenvs in 
jail materially differ from that accorded to them either as convicts or under- 
trial prisoners? If so, in what res})ects? 


Ans\s(*r by the llon‘bl«' Ala. KKRR •- 

" {ii) ^ (h) No person is detained in Jail under the jirovisions of Rule 3. 
Ninety persons are at present detained under thi* provisions of Rule 12 A. 
The number actually detaiiu'd at present under Regulation HI of 1818 is 51 
(c) Limited freedom is allowed to jiersons who are domieiled. They are 
permitted to have interviews with their relatives by permission of tlu' District 
Magistrate or such otluT officer designated by him. They are also allowed to 
(ommunicate with their relatives, provided their letters are first scrutinized 
by the Superintendent of Police of the district in which the dcivun is domiciled. 
{d) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(» ) it (0 There arc 24 such cases. The rjriginal confinement began on 
the roilowing dates * —One in March, 1912, one in duiic, 1914, twenty in lOIT), 
uad one in tlaiiuary and one in March, 1910. 

(a) In all eases ^^lleIl orders under the Defence of India Rules directing 
domicile in a .selected area are issued, a regular discharge from detention in 
prison is lirst made, but m the case of j)ersoiis dealt v. itli under Regulation III 
of 1818, they eontiniie in prison. 

{u‘) Persons detained in a jail under Rule 12 A of the Deferiee of India 
<3iij^y ]>rivil<‘ges sup'erior to lliose of under -ti ial prisoners. They are 
oermitted to wear their own elnllniig, and a cot and bedding are provided, 
'rhey are also ])rovided with flee ordinary ftjod of persons of tlieir class, and 
ih ‘V are periiiilted to read hooks and magazines.” 


• nti r\ Jew n \\ ill 

.11.1 1 1 iirisl'fUMn-, 

<>( llltC'ITlxi |i« I 
HU III.. 


I'}’ ibe riou'o!- 


IVmr lJUALi' 


m)i:a (ml\ni)ha ray - 


XXX (' ) Are there anv je.stjimeson ree'U’d in wliieli ajeilieatioiis from 
Teb^tions foi in intiTview \\\\\\ persons ti(‘laine(i in custody, nnd(>r eitiior 
lb ng'al !b“.rolation 111 of l^ls .»r |l>e Didcnoe of India Ruh’s, li;jv(' luen 
K'fu.sed^ If so, un A\liat trrviimb ' 

(b) How many oene-ns wmi' or have Ihvw interned in llie.r own native 
homes in the midst of Ih -ir f.iinilv '' 

(c) Is ihcre any insianee on rreoid in \\h>eli a por.son originally interned 
as indieat^d lnov was snbsi-ijueiitly transferred (‘Ki'wIkmt ^ If so, what were 
ilie groujiils for such action ' 


An'-'wev bv the Ilon'bl*' ?dR Ki.RR ■ - 

“ (r,') Yjs, there 1 ave been some such instances In all these cases 
('overiiment liad reasons for the refusal, but do not consider it desirable in 
Ine iy cR- ts of the 8tate to make them public. 

('•; Thirtv-feur per^-^nis are at present interned in their homes: or with 
their relatives. 
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(c) Yes; there have been several such cases. The chief grounds which 
have influenced Government in the transfers have been— ^ 

(1) considerations of the health of the detenm , 

(2) the evasion of rules by the deten im ; 

(11) the danger of the detenus getting into touch with’ undesirable 
persons." 


By the Hoirble Baru BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY : 


XXXI. In how many instances were persons kept in confinement for 
over 15 days under Rule 12 A of the Defence of India Rules, and for what 
reasons ? 


III! 

iit'i mil e.i!A I 

llir 0 

Itiiii.i lliili-h 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. KERR : — 

" tip to the 31st August, 1916, the numl)er of persons who were kept in 
custody in jail under Rule 12 A of the Defence of India Rules beyona the 
period of 15 days was 256. The reason was that the inquiri(‘s into tlieir cases 
(lad not been completed." 


By the Hon'ble Baru BHABENDRA CHANDR A RAY 

X.XX II (ff) How many j)er.sons dealt with iimler rule 3, clauses (u) and 
(/>), of the Defence (d‘ India Rules are being given allowance for their mam- 
tenanee during deUmlion , and at what rates ' 

{h) In llie ease of a liread-winner of a family being detained, is any 
allowance given towards the mainteiianee of the family 

(r) If so, Ml how many eases, and at what r.ites is micIi aliowance being 
given at tlic ])resent moment ' 

Answ'f'r by the Hon'ble Mu. KEIHJ - 

“ (a) (/) One hundred and .seventy-three ])er.sons d(‘,ilt with under the 
Defence of India Rules aiv in receipt of personal maintenance allowances at 
ratiN ranging from Rs. H per mensem to Rs. K7-12 per mensi'iii 

(h) V/heiie\er applicat ions art* r^‘c(u^ed, tiie\ are couside r(‘d 'Ihepolicv 

follow (•(! IS to consider in each case what the j)iv\ious earnings (»l a defetiti 
wer(‘ and what iv^iources aiv left to the family. When the abseme of the 
has reieh red his family unable to obtain the n(‘eessaiies of life, 
Ooxernment are prepared to eon.^idt'r the (juestiori of contributing to ihc* 
inainteiiance of the family 

(r) In the case of detains undm- the Defence of India Ruh‘s, 15 familv 
allowances out of 34 cases in which appliealion was made*, ha\e beiai giaiiti'd 
at rates varying from Rs. 7 j»er mensem to Rs 75 ptu* mensem. In a large 
number of eases no applications were rt'cmMvl, and in many eases the detenu 
was not earning anylliing prior to his detention ’ 


B> the Hon'ble Baru AMBIKA ('IIARAN MA/l'MDAii 

XXXni. Will the (jovernuient fie piea.sed tf) lav on tin* table Mm.i. ip. h i. 
a (*nm])arative statement showing, di.strict by distrut, the iiiiuinipalit les 
within the territories now' lorming the l*residi*iM-y (d‘ Bengal as twisting in 
the year 1SS5, and as existing in the year 1915, togi-ther with tlu' following 
particulars regarding each of such municipalities 

(a) the date of estalibshinent , 

(h) if abolislieil, the date of alHilition , and 

(e) in which Schedule of the Bengal Municijjal Act. Ih84, each 
municipality is enti red i 


An.^wer }>y the Hon’ble Mu DONALD :~ 
“ A staUiiient is laid on the table." 
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[4tii Septemi 


Stalement referred to in the answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald to question No, XNA 
(umiarred) asked by the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar at 
Council Meeting of the 4th September, 1916, showing the Municipalities exis 
in 1S85-86 and in 1915-16 within the territories now forming the Presidency 
Bengal, 


Diimicr. 

1 MUHICIPALlTllca KZIaTI^O IN 1RK6<1K86. 

MDNIUIPAMTIM KZUrrjNQ in 191».ie. 

Nome of Hunlnipallty, 

Y<‘iir of 

1 eitnUlwh- 
1 moot. 

Tiwr nf 
nboliUou. 

Brhpdulp in 
whiuli 

entered. 

Name of Muuieipalltjr. 

1 

Ywof 

aeUbllali- 

meul. 

Bche< 

wl 

eni4 

■ 

9 

S 

4 

1 

6 

7 



1, Bnr<lwaii 

1RC5 



1. Burdwan ... 

1865 



2. Kuiiiti 

1869 


... 

2. Kalim 

1869 

, 


3. Katwa 

1R69 

... 

... 

3. Katwa ...^ 

1869 


Durdwuti «««^ 

4. Daiiihat 

1869 

... 

II 

4. Daiuhat 

1869 

] 


Hattiganj 

1876 

... 

... 

5. Uaniganj 

1876 

, 


G. AruiihoI 

1885 

1889 

... 

6. AhqdhoI 

1896 

I 1 

Birlilinm 

7. Sum 

1R76 

... 

... 

7. Suri ... 

1876 


n . / 

R. Banknra 

1869 



8. Buiikura 

1869 


Buiikura ... < 

9 Bisliiiiipur 

1873 

... 

... 

9. BiHliiiupui ... 

1873 







10 Soiiiutiuklii ... 

11*86 

] 


10. Miilnapuru 

1865 

... 

... 

11. Midiiapore 

1865 



11. 'I’aiiiluk 

1H64 

... 

... 

12. Tiuiiliik 

1864 



12. Uhutui 

1R69 

... 

... 

13. (rhatul 

1809 


Midnaporr ...< 

13. C.'hundrukdua 

1869 

... 

... 

14. Uliandrakona 

1869 



14. lianijilxMipiir 

1876 

... 

... 

15 Uainjihanpur 

1876 



1 15. Kliirpui 

1876 

... 

• •• 

16. Khirpai ... 

1876 







17 Kharar(a) 

1888 



IG. lloogitly and Chin- 

1865 

... 

... 

18. Ilooghly-CIminura 

1866 



HUra 








17. S<‘rainpur 

1865 

... 

... 

19. Sorainpori® 

1865 


flooglily ,„i 

IH. lUturpnra 

1865 

... 

11 

2(1. Uttarpara(a) 

1865 


19. Buidvaltati 

1869 

... 


21. Baidyahati 

1869 



20. Bliudrpflwar 

18G9 

... 

... 

22. BliudrcHwar 

1869 



21. Kotniii^ 

1869 

... 

... 

23. Kotiung 

1860 


1 

22. BaiiHheria 

1869 

... 

... 

24. BauHhpria 

1869 







25. ItiHlira-Koimiigdr” ... 

1915 







26. Araiijhugh(a) 

1886 

i 

/ 

2.3. Howrah 

1862 

... 

... 

27. Howrah 

1862 


Uawrah ... < 

24. Bally 

1883 

... 

•» 

28. Bully ... 

1883 


' 

25. Suhtirhim ... 

1864 

1888 

11 





2G. BunuiaLjon* 

1869 

... 

... 

29. Buruiingori* 

1869 

. 


27. South Suhurhan 

1869 


... 

30. South Suhurhan 

1869 



2H. Knjporo 

1876 


... 

31. Uajpiir... 

1876 

.. 


29. Baruiporo 

1869 


II 

32. Baruipur 

1869 

I 


3(i, flayiiagoio 

1869 


... 

3.3. Joynagar 

1869 

.. 


31. South Duiii IXiin ... 

1876 


... 

34. South Durii Duin ... 

1876 

.. 

24 Parganaa ,„i 

32. Nortli Diiiii Dum ... 

1870 

... 

... 

35. Noith Duiii Duni ... 

1870 


33. South Barraokporii... 

1869 


... 

36. South Barruokporet 

1869 



34. North Barruckporc ... 

1869 

... 

... 

37. North Burrackpore... 

1869 



35. BarnHut 

1869 


... 

38. BuraNat 

1 1869 

,, 


.3G. Nuihati 

1869 

... 

... 

39. Naiiiati 

1869 



37. Basirhat 

1869 


... 

40. Banirliat 

1869 



38. Tuki 

1869 

... 

... 

41. Taki ... 

1869 

,, 


39. Badurin 

1869 


... 

42. Baduria 

1869 



40. Guhardunga 

i 1870 

... 

... 

43. Gobardanga 

1870 

.. 






44. Cossipur-Chitpiir ... 

1889 

.. 






45. Maniktala 

1889 







46. Kamnrhati (a) 

1899 

I 






47. Tollygunge 

1901 







48. Ourdfii Ueauii 

1897 

I a 






49. Pauiliati ... 

I9ril) 

,, 






50. Titagai h 

1895 

] 






51. Oarulia 

1896 

la 

1 





52. Hulisahar 

1903 

i 



1 



53. Biiatpara 

1899 

] 



! 


54. Budge Budge 

1900 

i; 


(A) ttemoTfld fiom Schedule II lu Jnl; 1916. 

* Tho old Soranipar UuulcliMlIty wm aulidlrided Into two UunicipAlitlH. ?1 k., Serampor ond lUihn^KonnAfftr In 1916. 
t SubdiTtded into two MuoldpoUtloi Ironi l»t April 1916. 
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PlirHIGT. 


liCNlCirAUTlICfl KXIHTINO IN 



MrNUMrAI.ITIR8 KZIITIHO IN IVII-IB 

NaBM of Manlrip.ility. 

Ye«r of 
tatubllBh- 
Diont. 

Year of 
abuiitiou 

Schwliilf In 
wliloh 
imtereJ. 

Name of Muulcipallty. 

Totr of 
MUbllfilt- 
nieut 

flclieduli. lu 
»hioh 
entervd. 

> 


I 

• 

4 

t 

^ 1 

7 

K 


" 

! 41. 

Kriahnagar 

1864 



56. 

Kriahnagar 

1864 




42. 

Sunliport* 

1865 

... 

IT 

.56. 

Santipiir 

1865 

... 



43. 

Rnnaghat 

1864 

... 

... 

57. 

Itanagliat 

1864 

... 

Nadia 


44. 

Nadia ... 

1869 

... 

••• 

58, 

Nadia (Naltadwi'l;)) ... 

1869 

... 


45. 

Kuahtia 

1869 

... 

... 

59. 

Kutshtiu 

1869 

... 



, 4t>. 

Kiiinarkliali 

1869 

... 

... 

60. 

Kuiuurkhuli 

1869 

... 


1 

1 

: 47. 

Melierpiir 

1869 

... 

... 

61. 

Meherpiir 

1869 

... 


1 

: 48. 

Biriiagar 

1869 

... 

11 

62. 

Birnagai 

1H69 

11 








63. 

Ciiakdnh 

1886 

11 


f 

49. 

Berliampure 

1876 

... 


64. 

Berhampur ... 

1876 

... 



5U. 

Lalbngh or MitrHliid- 

1869 

... 

... 

65. 

Murahidabad 

1869 

... 

M urahidabnd 

■J 


abud. 




66. 

Jaiigipnr 

1869 

... 


1 

51. 

Jungiporo 

1869 

... 

... 

67. 

Kundi 

1869 

11 


1 

52. 

Kandi ... 

1S69 

... 

11 

68. 

Aziiiigaiij ... 

1896 

... 








69. 

Dlinhan (a) 

1909 

11 


f 

53. 

JcMMore 

1864 

... 

..» 

70. 

JeHHore ... 

1864 

... 

JeHHore 


54. 

Kotcbandpiir 

1883 

... 

... 

71. 

Koteliuiidpiir ... 

1883 

... 



55 

Maliebhporc 

1869 

... 

11 

72. 

Mulienlipore ... 

1869 

11 


( 

55. 

Khulna 

1884 

... 

I 

73. 

Khulna 

1884 

... 



57. 

Satkbira ... 

1869 

... 

... 

74. 

Satkbira 

1869 

... 

Khulna 


.<>» 

Dcbiiatta 

1876 

... 

I 

75. 

Didiliatla 

1876 

... 



59. 

Cbanduriu 

1876 

1896 

1 






J 

fiO. 

Da(‘ca ... 

1864 



76. 

I)a(‘ea 

1864 


Dafica 


Gl. 

Narainguiigo 

1876 

... 

... 

77. 

Naru^augaiij 

1876 

... 


r 

G2. 

Na->irabad or (My- 

1869 

... 


78. 

Mj menaingb 

1869 

... 




lUPiiHingb). 




79. 

Miiktagacliu 

1875 

... 



G3. 

Muktugaclia 

1875 

... 

... 

80. 

Jainalpur 

1869 

... 

MyineiiHingh 

••• ^ 

G4. 

Jaijial|iur 

1 869 

... 

... 

HI. 

ShtTpnr 

1869 

... 



65. 

SlHTpiire 

1869 

... 

... 

82 

KislHirganj 

1 869 

... 



66. 

KiNliorgunj 

1 869 

... 

... 

83. 

Majitpnr 

181.9 

... 


k. 

67. 

Bajitpiire 

1869 

... 

... 

84 

Netrokoiiu (a) 

1887 

II 








85. 

Tangail(a) 

1887 

11 


f 

6H. 

Kuridporp 

1869 

I 

... 

86 

Karulpiir ... 

1H69 

... 

Fandpure 

... 

69. 

Mitdaripore 

1875 


... 

87. 

Madanp'ir ... 

1875 

... 


( 

70. 

(luulundo 

1881 

1887 

... 







71, 

Diirisul 

1876 



88. 

IhiriHal 

1876 

... 


J 

72. 

N.ilointi 

1876 

!!! ' 

*r 

89. 

NiJehit^ 

1875 

1 

Bakarganj 

‘■’I 

73. 

Jalakati 

1875 

... 

I 

90. 

Jalakati ... 

1875 

... 


1 

74. 

rirojpiir 

1885 

... 

I & 11 

91. 

Pirojpur (a) 

1 885 

Jl 








92. 

Patuakhali (a) 

1892 

11 


f 

75. 

Chittagong 

1864 

... 


9.1. 

ClllttUgUNg 

1864 

... 

Chittagong 

*" * 

76. 

Uox’h Bazar 

1869 

... 

I & II 

94. 

Uux’h Bazar 

1869 

11 


f 

77. 

(’oinilla 

1864 



95 

Cdinilla 

1864 


Tippera 


78. 

Brabinuiilmria ... < 

1868 

... 

... 

96. 

Bruliiiianbaria 

1863 









97. 

Cliundpur 

1 897 

1 

Noakliali 

... 

79. 

Nuakbali 

1876 

... 

... 

98. 

Noakhali 

1876 

1 


f 

80. 

Ramporc Bualia 

1876 



99. 

Rainpore Bualia 

1876 


Rajsliabi 

...| 

81. 

Nature 

1869 

... 

... 

100. 

Nature 

1869 

... 

Dinajpur 


82. 

Dinajpur 

1869 

... 

... 

101. 

Dinajpur 

1869 

• •• 

Jalpaiguri 


83. 

Jalpaiguri 

1885 

... 

1 & n 

102. 

Jalpaiguri (a) 

1885 

II 


f 

84. 

Darjeeling 

1850 

... 

1 & II 

103. 

Darjeeling 

1850 

11 

Darjeeling 

...| 

85. 

Kuraeoiig 

1879 

... 

... 

104. 

Kuraeong 

1879 

... 

Rungpore 


86. 

Rungpuie 

1869 

... 

... 

10.5. 

Uiingpore 

1869 

... 


f 

87. 

Bogra ... 

1876 

... 

... 

106. 

B(»gra 

1876 

... 

Bogra 

...{ 

88. 

Sberpore 

1876 

... 

... 

|107. 

Bberpur 

1876 

... 


f 

89. 

Pabna 

1876 

... 

... 

' 108 

Pabna 

1876 

... 

Pabna 

...{ 

90. 

Serajgunge 

1869 

... 

... 

109. 

1 

Scrajganj 

1869 

... 


/ 

91. 

English Bazar 

1869 

... 

... 

: no 

EngliHb tluzar ... 

1869 

... 

Malda 

...{ 

92. 

Old Malduh 

1869 

... 

1 

' 111. 

Old Malda 

1869 

... 






1 

1 

j 112. 

Nawubguiij 

1903 

11 


I 


(a) lUiuOTed from Sctiodule II ti> inly 1916. 
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478 Qmsiions and Answers, [4Tn September, 

By the Hon’ble Babu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR 

XXXIV. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
Blowing— 

(i) the names of persons interned in Bengal up to the Slst August, 

1916; 

(ii) the district to which each interned person belongs ; 

{Hi) the date of his internment; 

(fp) his age at the time of his internment ; 

(75) his profession or calling at the date of his internment ; 

the number of persons dependent on him at the date of his 
internment; 

{vii) the amount of monthly allowance granted to him ; and 
{dii) the number of servants he employs at his place of enforced 
domicile ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR : — 

“ (i) Government do not consider it consistent with the public interests to 
publish the names of the persons who have Ix^en dealt with under the Defence 
of India Rules. Orders of compulsory domicile in selected areas within the 
Bengal Presidency have issu(id against 266 persons up to the illst August. 

(//) The districts to which the 266 interned persons belong are given 
below 


Calcutta 

24-Parganas 

Nadia 

Jessore 

Khulna 

Murshidabad 

Howrah 

Hooghly 

Birbhum 

Midnapore 

Dacca 

Earidpur 

Bakarganj 

Mymensingh 

Tippera 

Noakhali 

Chittagong 

Raj shah i 

Malda 

Pabna 

Punjab 

Assam 

Bikanir 

Bihar and Orissa 


57 

25 

11 

9 

5 

1 

9 

8 

1 

2 

24 

29 

12 

34 

10 

4 

1 

2 

3 

14 

1 

2 

1 

1 


(iii) The date of the orders issued against the 266 persons are shown 
below in monthly totals : — 


1915. 


May 

June 

. July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


16 

i 

13 

1 

11 

'4 
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1916. 

28 

28 

47 

22 

20 

5 


(ir) & (r) Information as t-o the age and profession or calling of llio 
detenu at the time of his internment is Indng collated. 

(vi) It is not possible to give at this stage the total number of dependants. 
Applications have, however, been received in the ease of 34 persons who are 
dHenus under the Defence of India A(!t, for allowances for the maintenance 
of their families. Allowances have Ix'cn sanctioned in 15 cases and refused 
in 14 cas(js. Five cases are under inquiry. The rates of the 15 family 
allowances vary from Rs. 7 to Rs. 75 per mensem. 

{vii) One hundred and seventy-three persons arc in recei])t of personal 
subsistence allowanc('s. The rates vary from Rs. 8 to Rs. 87-12 per mensem 
(r//?) No detenv is at present allowed to employ at his place of domicile 
more than one servant.” 

Ky the Hon'ble Mr. Z. R ZAHID SUURAWARDY 

XXXV. (a) Will the Government he pleased to state how many listed 
appointments arc at present held by the Muhammadan members of the Bengal 
Provincial Civil Service ? 

(6) If none, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 
(r) Arc the Government aware that there is a widespread feeling of 
disappointment among the Muhammadan community on account of no 
Muhammadan being appoinU^d to such posts ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KKRR • — 

“ (a) & {h) One listed appointment is at present held by a Muhammadan 
member of the Bengal Provincial Civil Service. 

(c) Government are aware that there is a strong desire among the Muham 
raadan community that more Muhammadans should ha ap])ointcd to listed 
posts. The reasons why this desire cannot bo fully met at present are 
explained in the answer to Question No. XXXVI.” 


916. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 


The Hon’ble Mk. Z. R. ZAHID SUURAWARDY asked the following 

SuiTLEMENTARY QUESTION : — 

“Is it not a fact that the one Muhammadan who holds a listi^d appont- 
ment is a membor of the Assam Sorvicjc, and nf>t of the Bengal Service.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. LYON replied 

“ He is a member of the Bengal Provincial Service now deputed to 
Assam.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Z. R. ZAHID SUHRAWARDY 

XXXVI. (a) Were there any reasons for not appointing a Muham- 
madan officer to the vacancy recently caused by the death of Mr. L. Bagchi, 
late Magistrate and Collector of Bogra ? 

(h) If not, will the Government be pleased to state why a Muhammadan 
was not appointed ? 


Ap|K)thtin(«nt of 
Muliiuniniulaiii to 

llMt«»(J pOHtH. 


Nona ppoiiit 
meiit 1)1 a Muiiam 
madaii to tiu* pont 
of Mtt^iHiruto and 
Culloctor uf liogra. 
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Questions and Answers. 
Resolution. 


[4th September, 


\^Maulvi Ahul Kaseni.^ 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR : — 

“ (a) & (6) Appointments to listed posts are made strictly by selection ; 
and in filling up the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Nanda Lai Bagchi, 
the records of all Deputy Collectors in the first five grades were earefuUy and 
individually examined by Government. The ofheer selected was taken from 
the third grade. He was held to be in every way qualified for the post, and 
Government did not think it would bti right to pass him over in order to 
appoint an equally qualified Muhammacun junior to him in the list. A 
reference to the Civil List will show that there are only two Muhammadan 
officers in the first three grades, and the choice of Muhammadan officers for 
listed posts is therefore at present very restricted. There are a number of 
excellent Muhammadan officers in the lower grades, whose chance of promotion 
will come in due course.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 

RESOLUTION. 

{Under the rules for the discussion of waiters (f general jiublic interest.) 

The Uon’ble MAULVI ABIJL KASEM moved the following Reso- 
lution : — 

This (k)uncil rocommonds to the Governor in Council that an embank- 
ment be raised on the soiithorn hank of the river Ajai, in the district of 
Burdwan, from Fatehpur to Lakaria, a distance of six miles, as a protection 
against Hoods. 


lie said : — 

“My Lord, in moving this Resolution, 1 crava the indulgence of Ilon’hle 
Moinhers for a few minutes to explain the situation and the circumstances 
which have made it necessary for in(» to bring forward this Resolution for the 
favourable consideration of this Council and of your Exccdloncy’s Government. 
There is an area t)f some 50 square miles which is a sort of doab and is subject 
to floods ev(M7 year from the Ajai river. The bank of the river is high and 
the country below it is very low and even afti r an ordinary rainfall the whole 
area is flooded and considerable damage is done to crops and property. Like 
the oinbankraent of the river Damodar there is a syslem of embankment from 
Batkonia to Sagarpotul on the southern bank of the Ajai which is now 
maintained and controlled by the Government, but after Sagarpotul up to 
Lakaria there is also a zaniindari embankment which is not of sufiicient 
height and strongtli and consequently it cannot protect the area from floods, 
and since the last two years Government iikthe Irrigation Department have 
issued a circular in which they say that the land immediately on the side of 
the Ajai is now vested in the Government under tlie Embankment Act, and 
so the ^>e()ple cannot at the present day repair the embankment as they did in 
previous years and in fact that part of the country is at tlie mercy of the 
river Ajai. It may be said, my Lord, that these embankments obstruct the 
natural drainage of the country around, but the case of tho area T am 
speaking of is very dittereut. The excess water of this area does not flow 
into the Ajai but into the Kundoor, and the ilo(^is of the Ajai instead of 
laying silt on the land lay a layer of sand which makes the land sterile, 
and. in fact, the land around is getting sterile every day and tho condition of 
the cro, s is very bad, and therefore it has become imperatively necessary that 
this embankment should be repaired and properly maintained. I speak 
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Resolution, 

[Bahu Kishon Mohan Chaudhur! ; Mr, Beaisnn BdL] 


subject to correction, but 1 underat an»l that the llou’ble Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan contributes lla. 13.0tK) for the maiutimanee of the 
embankment on the southern bank of tiio Ajai and I am sure the subordinate 
talukdars and zamiudars would Im willing to contribute thoir share of the 
Governmont demand if the embankment bo raised under the terms of the 
Embankment Act, and if llood-oscapes are provided iii pla(?os wImto the Ajjii 
comes in contact witli the water clianiiols ari<l if regulators are put ui> it will 
greatly help the irrigation of the country am at the saiiie tiino ho p in ilusu 
mg the country around. It will also add to the lioaUh of ; j 

the same time give facilities for ciillivation and t lie fertdity of I lie land 
around will increase. It has been remarki'd, my Lord, that if this embank 
ment be raised, it will cause an iiicroase of malaria, but the 
are quite different in that part of the country, the land being of a 
than the river beii, the floixl water remains stagnant and gives rise to malaria. 
With these few words I beg to commend my llosolution for lh.> aeceptaiiee of 

the Council.” 

The Hon’ble IIABU KISIIOIU MOHAN CUAlTDllUUl said 

“I beg to second this Resolution. It is certainly necossary that some- 
thing should be done for granting relief to the sullerers W e remember a 
reSt occasion on which a largo number of peo,de sulferod 
of tho absence of smdi an einbankm.mt. We know how much it taxed the 
energies of priv.ate in livi luals, not to speak of tho aiithontins. I think it is 
not Leessarv to say much on tho suliject, and I hope the Rosoliilion 
accoiiled by the CJovernmeiit and your Kxeellency will do something lor the 
reliel of the sulTerors. With those few words 1 support the Uesolulioii. 


The Hon'blo Mk. BEATSON BELL said 

“MvLord, T cannot but sympathise with tho llon’ble Member who has 
moved this Resolution, but at the sanu; time lam afraid we '‘■ 

I would rotor him to a question asked m this Council on the -6th duly, 1J15, 
by the Uoii’ble Maulvi Mazharul Anwar Choudhury. 

Tho following answor was given by tho Hon’blo Mr. Cowley : - 

‘The information before Covorniiieiit is to tho uirect that any attempt 
s. «v.KriTilr flirt Aiai river with a view to iirotoct th(^ a<ljoinmg country from 
submersion would bo a mistake, and would eonsiderably obstruct the nalura 
drainage of tho country. This question was fully discussed m 1860. and 
orders^were tlion issued for the entire abandonment of tlie Ajai mubankmeiit^ 
with tho exception of tlie tour H Schedule einbankmmits 2(, 28, 

and 30.’ 

That answer was given after a careful and deliberate discusmon with our 
urofossional advisors. I have also before me a letter from Mi. Addams 

tlie nver Jijai. k- certainly be a simdar demaml elsewliero, witli 

irwE?vitably break in the year of llo^s an<l the whole country will 
TdevalS In view of the very strong adv.ee which has been given us 
by our engineering experts, I regret very much that Government is not i.i 
a'position to comply with the reijuost of the lion bio Member. 
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'riio Hon’ble MAULVI ABUL KASEM said 

“My Lord, tho fact is that there in a system of embankment up to 
Sagari)otiil and the country below is subject to floods. There, is an embank- 
ment on the southern bank and what is more there is an embankment on the 
northern bank and therefore tin* area I am speaking of is absolutely unpro- 
tected.” 


The Ilon’blo Mk. beatson BELL said 

“ It is true that there an^ I) Schedule embankments on I he right bank of 
the river, but in the letter to whicdi I have just nderred Mr. Addains- 
Williams records his opinion that the country would be better oflf if these 
embankments did not exist. Ho would like to 80(3 them removed.” 


The Ilon’ble MAULVI ABUL KASEM said 

“My Lord, in the circumstatict‘S explained by tho Ilon’ble Member in 
charg(-', I beg to withdraw this llesolution.” 

The Resolution was then, by leave of the rrosident, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 3. 

'Fhe Hon’blo MAULVI ABUL KASEM moved the following Resolution : — 

This (-ouneil recommends to the (lovt'rnor in Council tliat all offices 
under the control of tin* (TloV(‘rnment of Ihnigal. and esp(*eially (‘ducational 
institutions, In' eh)sed ofi tin* occasion of tin*. Id-ul-Fitr b*stiva] lor two days 
inst(*.ad of om* day as at present. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, I do not think that this Resolution netMls many words from me 
to commend it for acceptance by this Council. The Jd-ul-Fifr is om* of 
tho gr<iatest Muhammadan festivals, if not the greatest, and it is very reason- 
able on the part of the Muhammadans to demand that public offices should be 
closed for two days on the occasion of that festival, (jivil Courts are closi‘d 
ff)r two days, but tho Criminal Courts and other (jovernmeiit oifices close only 
for om^ day. There is an adilitional reason wliy tin* (Jourts should be closed 
for two days. The Id-iiFFitr is celebrated on the day following tho date on 
which tho moon is visible. Onlers are issued on the previous day and no one 
knows on what day it should be closed and on whaf day the festival would 
bo celebrated ; just as in Siiri the Id-id- Fit r was C(‘h‘brati'.d by somo on 
Tut*sday and by boiik* on Wednesday. ’Fin* (’oiirls were closed on the first 
ilay ami the Muhammadans had to att(*ml on the second day and they were 
conse(iuontly put to great inconvenu'iiee. Tlioy have to attend their prayers 
and ]ii‘rform certain cere.monies in connection witli this festival, and tlu'y 
ought to get the holi<lay, and to avoid all trouble the. Courts should be closed 
for two days. It will give Muhammadans ay oi)|)ort unity to say thoir pray(*rs 
ipiietly among their fri(*nds and in tin* bosom of their families. 

As regards educational institutions, my Lord, Governmont fix the 
nunibtu’ of holidays to bo obsorved in these institutions, and the school 
authoritii's have generally^ for the sake of convenience, fixed t he gazetted 
holidays as the holidays for the Muhamma<lans. The public schools and 
colleges are allowed only one day for I his festival. The authorities some- 
times say that ^luhammadan students may absent themselves on these days, 
but tliat is not the ])oint. Muhammadan stmhuits may absent themselves for 
a month, but tlnw lose the lectures and it is therefore no concession. In the 
circumstances cx])lainod above, 1 hope this Resolution will meet with tho 
approval of this Council.” 
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• 18 H 


[ilaulvi Fazl-ul-IIai ; R'li Radha Chnran I\il Bahadur ; Mr. Z. Suhran-unlji : 

Mr. Rami ; Mr. Bciison 

TUo Hon’ble. MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-IIAQ Baid 

“I wisli supiiDrt tills llt'Boluti.in, anil tho liest way I can do it is not 
to add anytliing to what has hccn already said by my lion blc friciid. 1 
think he h.is made out a very strong case, and I hope it will succeed on its 
merits.” 

The Hon’ble UAl UADIIA CllAIlAN TAL llAHADUll said 

•‘My Lord, may 1 be iiormittod to draw your Kxcellency’s attention to 
one fact, and that is. tluat one ol our holidays 1ms been curtailed in (irdcr to 
grant an .additional holubiy to the Muhamiimdans. Since the l.eginumg (il 
British rule in IiiJia wo liavu luioii allowoil two days lor ilio JitijutllitflH / . 

out of this one day has been reduced in or.ler to give one day to our 
Muhammad.an friends.” 

The lloii’blc Mu. ZAIIID SUHUAWAUDY said 

-My Lord, as it is, wo have got very few holidays observed in fioyerii- 
ment offices as sacred to Muhatnnmdans, .and an addit ional one day will noi 

cause great inconvenionce. My ibni’blo friend, Uai Ihidlm Lharan 1 al l.ahadur. 
has very geiioroiisly accepted this Resolution, but has comiilaiiicd that tlii.s 
lias been done by cutting out one day from the holiday that were granted 
for the .laq vlhairi Raja. As it is, my Lord, we have so lew days ol.serv.;d as 
sacred to the Muliaiiiiiiadaiis that wo would ask your L.'iccllcncy s ('"iimal i" 
accept this Resolution and to give satisfaction l'.>.y''i"; L-'icclleiicy s Miiliain- 
niad.in subjects if that could be done l.y the ad.lilion of one day. 1 have giva. 
pleasure in supporting this Resolution. 

The lloii’ble Mu. RASUL said 

- My Lord, 1 havcgr.'at pleasure in supporting tlds Resoliit ion, an 1 I 
shall indeed be greatly surprised if it is not a<-copted 'd' ' I"" < /''I ' 

the Government. The llon’ble Membor has asked lor t wo dj'.vs bui I ■ 

have asked forlbr lays, because the Id-ul-pr is, as the lion ble moir, .so 

noiiitel out, one of the most important JIuli.amniadaii holidays, d im, I o 
most important, as far as the Sunni Miilianimadai.s aiy eoneerii(d. -''p''' ' ' 
the Id forthree days. It is very iiiconveiiieiit il mily '>m' ' ■‘'.V is gi.iiiltd ■ 
the Muliainiimdans. because il is known to many, il not loal who air pieMii. 
here, that wo have to go ami c.all on relaiivcs and see our irionds .md i 
imiiossiblc for us to do that in one ,lay. hor Christmas we generally get I. o 
7 (lays, for Kaster we generally get tl or 1 days and tor the 1 iijas we gel o\e. 
a im'mlli. 1 do not therefore sec any reason why tlio Miihamniadans deiii.iiid 
for the/d holiday, which to tlmiu is as important asoitber Chrislmris o, 
Easter or the I'uja liolilays, should b.- refused. ] tVrelore suppo, t mi 
friend’s Resolution and lioj).' it will bo accepted by the ( oum it. 

The lion ’ble. Mu. REATSON RELL said 

"Mv Lord, there are several branches of this (jiiesiKiii ol Iiolid.ivs. 
Holidays, so r.ar as mercaiililc offices arc concerned, are notile •! nm h r bo 
Negotiable, lij.strumonts Act. Quii.o roeontly, we considon-d ve , o n In ly ■ 
hstol holid.ays under this Act. The result, -as pointid out by the llo„ bR lyi. 
Radlia Oharan Tal Rahadtir, was that one day was iv lueed from t ..e -d/mf/i 
and given t.i I ho Id-id-fitr. Wo wero sorry for our llindii IriemU. but it eouh. 
not be helped. It is*^ quite out of the question that the list ol holiday.,, 
nnblished under the Ncgoti.ablo Instruments Act can be in. reasod. 1 heic <ut 
ho'“cerlSii executive holidays. These are not holidays under the 
Negotiable Instruments Act but all 

commercial offices, arc closed, finally, there is the tlm I < l.ms, t '-d « 
Sundays on which the clerks of cyrla.n religions may absent tu ii 
selves Yy i.ermission of the head of the office, flic second day of lie 
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I(l-u('fitr is now l,n*ati‘.(l undcn* tin* third class, wlicn-as tlio second day of the 
Jngudhatri is treated under tin* si'cond class. We ar(‘, considcrijig with an 
o);en mind vvhf^tiier we should not transfer the sz^cond day of thtj Id-ul-Jiir to 
th(^ socjond class — in other words wliethcr wo should not tn^at tht‘. Id-ul-Jitr 
exactly as wc tr(‘at the Jogmlftttlri. We reco^^nise that parties and vNitnessos 
am coiieerin^d as well as clerks. As regards holidays in eiliieational institu- 
tions uinler our control \\(^ liave already made uj) our minds to meet the wisln^s 
of the Ilon’lde M»‘mh(ir. Jn tlio cireuinstanctjs I trust that lie will withdraw 
his liesolul I(jn. ” 


The Ilon’hh^ MAULVI Alll’L KASEM said 

My Ijord, il is with ^n‘at pleasure that I withdraw my Ih'soliitinn. We 
novel* askcsl for tw'o <iays’ holidays under I lie Ne^oliahJi' Insti iiiiients Act 
ami w(^ shall Ik* (jiiile satislit'd if tin* magisterial and executive ofiiei'S are 
closed for two days.” 

The Ivesolution was then, l»y h‘ave of the Eresidi'iir, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS--IT£M<>^No. 4. 

TIu' /(dlntrinij UrMdution trliivk sfimd in the name of ihr llon'lde Muulvi 
Ahul Knsem znzs, h/ have 0/ thr Prcaidf^nt. jto.^iponed I 0 the next 
merling of ihr Council. 

Tills (’oiine.l re(*oinmen ls to iIk' flovi'nior in f'hnineil that a (lo\ eriiniiiit 
High School he (‘stahlished at Hurdwan as soon as praetieahle. 


LIST OF BUSINESS ITEMS-NOS. 5 AND 6. 

The Iloirhle Mil. IKOVASII (dirM)i:i; MITTEU moved the following 
llosolutioii . — 

'riiis (loimeii rceoninuMids to the (lovt'rnor in Council — 

[i) that tin* diderent District Hoards in Ihuigal he asked to sjiend, for 
rural wat(*i-su|»j)l\ . during the otrn-ial yi*ar 1!M7-1H, not l(‘Sb 
than oiH'-third of their closing lialanee for the ollicial year 
IdlO-JT ; 

[ii] that tlu' sum referred to in elaust {i) lie spent in addition to the 
average sums spent hy each Ltistriel lloarii for the said purpose 
in the ollicial years IDl l-lh and 1915-1(> ; 

[Hi] that each District Hoanl Ik* asked to iirefiart* and puldish for local 
information a ddinile and detailed seheine lor this purposi' as 
early as jios^ihli', and not later than the loth Deeeniher, Idlt). 

Ho said : — 

“ My Loi’il. the necessity ainl urgency of rural w'ater-sup])ly is well estah- 
lishi' 1. The p(‘ople ki'i'iily feel it and tin* Government earnestly desire it. . So 
lar hack as tin* year ilealing wn’rh the working of the District Ihxarjds 

ill Ilcngal, t he tin'll ( iov(*rnnionr of Hengal in ])aiagrapli 48 ol its Report 
impressed upon flu* District Hoards the iirgi'iicy and necessity of paying 
greater atti'iition to rural wat(*r-supply. v^ince then there have been various 
impoitaiit eiieulars and letti'rs in which the Government iiave rejieatedly 
drawn the alieiition of tlie District Hoards to this iiiijiortant question. 
Noiahly W(' hav(', amongst ollu'rs, some letters and circulars of tlie year 
ISdti ami of the years HK)2. DJ04, 1910 and 1911. I am nut going to 
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trouble the Councn by givinpr ;uiy dotaiU «)f lottorn ninl cli-LMiIars. It 

is Burticiont for iny ])ur])oSi‘ to iiulicuto that in all ilu'si‘ lottors anti 

circulars CTov(M’niiu*iii tiii^l id imprrHs iijxni Uistrict IJuanls tin' iir^foiicy an«i 
ii(‘C 0 SHity of j)i-ovi(litu( bi'tlio- \vati*r-hUp])ly for lli(‘ rural populaii »n ol' Ih'iiiral. 
(loiniii^T to Yoiir Kxc.‘Ilt»ncy’s administration. I liiicl that then’ is a vi-ry 
iru})ortaiit U>snlutionor Novi'iuIut 191 I moan, tlio lu'soliition wliioli n'siiltotl 
from tlio woll-ktiown informal Confm-tmoi*, wliioli was lioKl a! narjoolinju. ami 
i 1 wliicli Your Kxoolloncy’s (lovto-nmoni improssod u[K)n tlio various Dis- 
trict lioardfi as to tlio urijoncy and m‘Oossity of solving; this (piostion. Later 
on tlu're are other important h'Mt'rs and oirculars — notably a ciieiilar which 
was issudil und«M- the signature t>f the Ilon’bln Mr. Saimnaii to all tin* 
Divisional (JoniTnissioners, I im^an tlie circnlar of Fe-bruary 191 1, and anolhiT 
important circular, namely, that issmsl undi'r the sijxnature of Mr. K. (\ Dt' in 
SGpi(mibHr 191."). In tln*s(‘ circulars Your K\(‘elleney’s Ciovtn*nmenl a^jfain 
invited the. altontiofi of District Hoards to this (luestion. My Lord, 1 havt* 
said that tin* people kix'uly want it and 1 shouKl likt) to add that ( ioviM'nmmit 
an*, awan* that Die ])“()ple ke<‘nly desire that this want should he ri'inoved. In 
tlie Ih^solution of 1912 to which I have drawn the att^mtioti of tin* Uouncil, it 
is stated thal “In the course of t!ie tours lie has made siiuo* his arrival in 
Ihne^al, Ills K\eelleney tlie (iovernor has h(*en most slr('m,dy impri'sscil 
with the keim appn'ciation on the part of the peojih* of tin* existence of this 
want.” So that wt‘ have it that the people keimly desire it and we have it 
also that the (iovt*rnment an* ecpially ki'(*n about it ; so, how is it that the 
cpiestion of rural water-supjily is in this deplorable state? Now, my Lord, if 
1 can satisfy llori’hin ^l(‘ml)ers that wi^ have funds at our disjKisal, then 
I aulimit it ought to follow that a reasonable proportion of i hose, funds shouhi 
1)(* spout on this important necessity. With Your Kxc(‘lleney’s l(‘av(‘ I proj ose 
to place Certain figures befon* the llon’hle Mjuubers. If the ilon’bh* Memlx'r*' 
would refer to the vc'ry illuminating Hesobitions dealing with the working (•! 
the District Ijoanis in Hengal, they will find thai the total chising halanci* ot 
the year 1911-12 was 2l-i lakhs ami old that of the ye,ar l!D2-l.‘), 29 lakhs 
and odd. Now I slioiild like to mention here the fact, vvlii(‘h is well known 
to llon’bh^ Momhors, that in November 1918 the Drovineial cesses wen* all 
surrendered to tln^ Disiriet Heards, thal, roughly speaking. I h(‘se c(*sHes 
amountod to about 29 lakhs, so that we h.ave it that in the year DM ‘»-l l with 
this incn'ased 29 lakhs in ineeme that the closing hah'inee iiiereased 
considerably and amount tnl to J.^il lakhs in the place of 2.8 lakhs ami 29 lakhs 
of tlio previous y(*ars. In tin* lli'solution dealing with the administration 
of that particular v«*ar, the (iov(*rnment tlrew the attiiniion f)f tlie. Distriei 
Boards to these large closing balances. Tin? result was that rniunlKTs of the 
District Hoards pi*rliaps made such an atteaiipl as thi*y were cajialde ol 
to improve matters, but even with such an attempt we find that al the 
end of the year 1914-1.5 thf‘ir tolal closing halaiiee was 4.8 lakhs. Yhe 
fignres for 1915-16 are not yet available. So that we find that in tin 
year 1914-15 out of an ini'ome of one crorrj of rupees there was a largi* 
closing balance of 13 lakhs. In the year 1913-14, with a total of om- crori- 
and 7 lakhs, there was siicli a large closing balance as 51 lakhs and <Hld. 
Now, my Lord, with regard to this deplorahle stab* of alfiiis the t^jvernmenl 
in their Uesolntion of the year 1912-13. after dealing with soim* explanation'^ 
given by the District Heards for t hese large balances, and afi,t*r jiraclieally 
finding that these explanations were wholly insullicienl, went on to stall* ■ — 

“The fact remains that the closing balances h.ave inc»-i*ased by over 
25 per cent., an I now amount to nearly 3 ) Inklis; while the total expendi- 
ture of the past year chargi'aMe to current income is luit slir/litly in i*xcess 
df 60 lakhs. In othor words, the balances are alir.ost ef|nal to half the 
ordinary (‘xpeiiditure. The Oovemor in Foiine’l is of opinion tlmt the ex- 
planations fmnisheil are in no way mleqiiale to justify this extraordinary 
position, which calls for the most serious attention of the District lioanis. 
The gofjd work that could he done by these boilieH is limited only by tin* 
resources at thoir disposal, and any fresh calls of an urgent nature are 



lienolution, 
[J/a P. C. MitterJ] 


[4tII SElTEMnEII, 


1H<) 


almost in variably mot liy a plea of poverty. vSucli a plea is peculiarly 
iiia|'i)ropriate wlit n urf^od by a ho ly that igiioininiously fails to spend the 
fluids it has.” 

1 beg to draw the attention of the District Hoards to the following 
jiassage with all the emjibasis that I can command : — 

“ During the ])ast year a permammt addition has lieen made to the 
resources of Rural Hoards by the surrender of the proceeds of the public 
wnrks cess, and the bands of District Hoards have for tlio jiresent been loljt 
entirely free in tlie a])plication of these additional sums. If full advantage 
is to be taken of this liluTal concession, it is essential that i)ractical schemes 
of expenditure should b(‘ drawn up and unremitting energy devoted to the 
acMial work of carrying these sehem(*s to cranpletion. The Governor in 
(Council earnestly comnnuids this matter to the attention of all District Hoards 
and desires to impri?ss upon them the fact that all api)lications for pecuniary 
assistaiie(‘ that may in future lie recidved by Government from any District 
Hoard will Imj examined in the iirst instance with relenmce to the success that 
that Hoard has aehiev(‘d in expending its ordinary inconiii.” 

If this was till', di'plorahh^ stair of alfairs in 11M2-1H when the total in ?omo 
from all sources of all tiu' District Hoards was only Ks. 71,70,000, and when 
the closing balance was only Rs. ^1), 71,000, is it not a matter for very serious 
consideration that in the lu'xt year with a total income of one erore and 7 lakljs 
insi('a<l of 71 lakhs, tlu' elosing halanco inst(‘ad of deeri'asing increased 1 o 51 
lakhs and odd, and is it not regrettable that in spite of th(* alien! ion of tiie 
Dist riel Hoards being drawn to thest‘ facts again by thi‘ Resolution in the 
Adminislrntion Ri'port of that year, in tin* next yc'ar, viz., 1014-15, with a 
total ineomi' of one erore of ruj)ees, the closing halanee was Rs. 4H,3(),OlK), 
and odd ? Therefon*, 1 submit, tln3 considt'ration of tln'Sr figures will satisfy 
evtM*y one that IIutu are large closing halaiiees, and that the District Hoarils 
at any rate have not found it possible up to now to sjH'iid those closing 
halanei'H on usefid woi ks of pulilic utility. My Resolution is for all District 
Hoards in Hengal, and I ought to point out that if W(* go into the (hjtails of 
the 125 (IKron’iU District Hoards, we shall find that there are districts in 
which tin* closing halanee is not very heavy ; thert'fore by the very wording 
of my Resolution, my Rt^solution does not touch tliose districts. I am also 
aware that various District Hoards in their Annual Reports ]3oint out from 
year to yi'ar that a portion of their closing balance is really earmarked 
for sonu' iisidul exjH'uditure. To take one instance, in my own district 
of L* l-Harganas, 1 lind that, for the last 4 or 5 years, a sum of rupees two 
lakhs have been earniarktnl for the Nawi Suntki Scheme and that the District 
Hoard has found it very dillicult out of its large closing balance to finance 
this Hclieme during all these 4 or 5 yt*ars. Hut even allowing for these 2 
lakhs there will still he about 4 lakhs left. Making due allowance for such 
sums as are lU'cessary for future work, there will still he large sums which 
ought to be spent on this crying need of Bengal. In this connection 1 should 
like to draw the attention of lion Tile Members to what was stated by the 
(R)vernmonf when the 20 lakhs were surrendered in November 1913. It is 
l>t*iTeetly true that wdien that sum was surrendered, the Government did not 
impose any conditions on the District Baards for that particular j^ear. It is 
«*(]ually true that wlien the 20 lakhs were surrendered it was expected 
that the District Baards would go on spending a gooil portion at kny 
rate of this sum of 20 lakhs on sanitary works. Whether because the 
GoNernnuml found that the District Boards W'oro not so inclined or 
vJielher hecauso the (ilovernmont thought it w\as necessary to call the 
aitention of the District Boards to this question, we know’ that in February 
1011 a circular w\as issued. In that circular it w'as j ointed out that ‘His 
Kxet*llency in Council desires to impress upon them’ (the different District 
Hoards) ‘ the importance of setting apart a substantial sum for the sanitation 
of villages and anti-malarial measures and for the improvement of water- 
i'Uj’pIy.’ Again wc find that there is a circular, dated the 26th September, 
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]!)ir), in wliinli rhe Oovcninr in Oouncil ili'sinvl * t«> upon all Disirict 

Boards the d^sirahilitv ol* sp-ndiiijir Minis of nioin'y for llnM^xoavation 
of tanks in rural aroas.’ Tin' Distrii-i Boards unforhinaifly insi,i‘ad of st^ttin*^ 
apart a sulistantial sum for tin* sanitation ol villa^os and small towns for tlio 
improvomont of wator-siipj^ly and anti-malarial nioasuros liavo roally lu*on 
s pen dill {jj almost tJie wiiolt* ol l lioir incivasod ineinne on roads and iMiildiiitjs. 

I ilo not lor a moment depreeate llie inpiorlaime of * eommiinications,’ l>nt tin* 
jieople must live hoforo there wdl he a iie(*essiiy for usin^ l hese roads and 
buildings. I find, my Lord, between the yi*ars and Ihl l-Ifi under the 

head of * Buildings’ there has been an incrt'aM* of Us. l.SiMKH) and odd and 
under tlie liead of ‘ C«»nnnunicatit)ns ’ there has bemi an inenvasi' ()f lakhs, 
and under the heail of ‘ Ih'pairs hi eoniinnnieat ions ’ tln-re has biM'ii an 
inerease of 5 lakhs making a total of ) lakhs out of an ineri'asetl ine.oim* 
of ti‘J lakhs. Surely, my Lord. tln‘so lakhs wma* not set fia‘i‘ for taking 
away such an important portion for roads ami buildings. My Lord, I should 
like to make anorln-r (piotation from tlu* (invernment Bt^solntioii of Ihl 1-lii. 
But before T do I shouhl liki' to remind the llon’bh* Minnluu’s that during 
the year 11)1 1-12 the income of Disiriel Boards was mueh h'ss and Bs. 
lakhs were not set free, that oilier grants, for instama*, for edueation wei'i^ not 
made by the Oovernment. d'o ret urn to my (jiiesiion 1 find it statoil in the 
Besolutlon (b‘aling with I he administrat ion of Bistrict Boanls of that year, 
‘It has liemi a standing reproach against Bislriet Boards that ilu'y have 
failed to utilise their iiieonu' to the full extent and havt' allowt'd large 
balaiici'S to aeciiniuhiti^ at th(‘ close of the year.’ My Loial, if thal was 
a standing reproach in tlie year llil2-lo when the. closing balance was 

lakhs only, was it not worse in the year 11)11-15 whim the closing balance 

had nearly doubled and the incomi' had risim by about 5l) ])er cent,.? 

’riu'refore, my Lord, for all these reasons 1 sulmiit that the Bistiuet Boards 

should be requested to sjumd largi*r sums in water-sup])ly during 1 lu' next, 
otiicial year and that these larger sums should not be less ilian one-third of 
their edosing balance for t he otlieial year ll)l(i-17. 1 have purposely drafted 

iny Besolution in this manner, so that each individual Distriid Board 
will have the full opportunity (»f incri'asing this one-third, ami I ilo 
ln)])e that mo.>t of t lu^ individual Disirict Boards will enham*e this one-third, 
although I have takim one-tlilrd as the ininimnm. Bogard heiug had 
to the very large sums at the disposal of the District Boards. om*-thinl 
is not surely too much. My ohjeet is that the District Boai'ds should 
spend more than they have heen sjieiiding in the [>ast. In the third 
clausc'of my Besointion I have asked Bisiriet Boards to pre])are and juiblish 
for local information a delinite and detailed scheim^ for this ])urpose as 
early as possilde, and not later than L5th DecmilMU', 11)10. In older lliat 
the Resolution may lie given a practical shapis it is absolutely iieiu'ssary tliat 
there, must ho delinite scliemos and I lie District Boards ought to be the, 
best authorities for preparing these dtdinite. selieim's ; at any rate, I am in 
favour of giving tdiom another elianet*,, an<l after the District Boards have 
framed their schemes, they should he jiuhlishet] for local information so 
that necessary suggestions and criticisms may be forthcoming, ami tlial tbm-e 
will be sulUcient time, ffir tlie District Boards to g<» nj) to tlm Oonn!ils?%ioimr as 
required by the Act, and finally the matter will bt* placed before Urn rbjvern 
meat. I submit, my Lord, that ail tho different elansen are noiM'ssary. 

With Yonr Excellency’s hmve, T ahonld like to add a fi‘w wfu-ds about 
certain ])Ossible objections Diat have i»ecn urged bv s jin ■ (»l my Ilon’bic 
friends. Some of them told me that my Besolirion has Mii‘ e'Vect (d‘ intjud’ering 
^^ith local Kidf-govcrnimuit and fiirtlmr that it is an admission that loe.al 
flelf-govcriiincnt is a failure. With due respect to my Iriemls who maki^ 
this criticism I submit that it amounts to no such thing. Tim very wording 
of ray Besolution respects the indciicralencc »)f the so-called local self-go- -ruing 
bodies hei^ause I have worded my Besolution in the form f)f a recpiest and not 
in the form of a direetiun, but it maybe said that this is merely a |»lay on 
words. I submit 1 can take ray «tAnd on a far stronger reasoning, on tlm 
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actual realities of tlio constitution of those local sclf-^ovc^rninff holies. Jf we 
look to the Locjal Scir-Ooveniiiiciit Act of 1885 wo tiiul that liiiaijcial ctjutrol 
by the lii/rlior authorities is a reality. There being that control, sin uld w(?pay 
no attention to that reality ? As regards the second oigc'ction of iny llon’ble 
friends, that it is an adiniHsion that local sol f-govenin lent is a failure, 1 for one 
would say that I considi'r it far nl^r(^ iniportanl that tln^ liunihh^, helpless and 
disorganised raiyats toiling patiently all over the ]»rovineH should not perish 
for want of goinl drinking water than that a shibboleth or a ])olitical half- 
truth sliould bo hold up. If we examine the Bengal Local self-()lov(‘rninent 
Act and the administration by tin* dillenmt District Boards, we can at onoo 
see that w'(‘ have no rt'al si*lf-go\ eminent in tlie tine smise of the word. 
Oftheiio District Boards in Bengal three* have no ele(;t(‘d members at all 
and of th(‘ other 22 in each one of them tln^ el(‘eted meml>ers arc in a 
minority. \Vhetli(‘r the state of affairs will improve* if the elected members 
ho in the majority or not, it is not ni'cessary for my jireseiit pur])ose to 
iiKpiire. It is suHicient for my purpose to say that wi; have no real self- 
governmiuit in the true smise of thi* word so there is no reason w’hy my 
Besolution can be said to int(‘rfere with real local self-go\ ernment.” 

Tin* llon’blc MAULVI ABUL KASEM moved that in the llon’ble 
Mr. 1‘rovash Chunder Mitter’s lU'solution — 

[i] for the WHirds “ their closing balanet* for tin* oflicial year D>16-17 
in clause (/), tln^ following be siibstitutc'd, nam(‘ly : — 

“the I^ublic Works (/Css receivi‘d by tliem for that official 
y«’ar “ ; and 

(ti) the following be* inserted after clause (/). nanu'ly . — 

“(m) that the District Boards be aski'd lo s; end at h‘ast one- 
fourth of the Uoad (\‘ss for the improvrment of village 
Ti lads.” 


He said : — 

“ My iTMSoiis for moving this amendment are simple. My frimd has ju^t 
remarked that in some cases the closing balance, may be almost nil and in 
Home cases the closing balance may be vt'ry great, and from what I know' ot 
District Boards 1 think the closing balam^e really means tin* balanci' of 
expenditure on sanctionetl works and if we spcuid anything t)Ut of this closing 
balance, w'o shall have to sto}) the work wdiich had bt^cn sanctioned in the 
previous year. In view of the fact that the I’ublie (loss has been handed 
over to tin* Ihstriet Boards, we wandd ask the Council t«» recommend to 
the District Boards that they should at least supply il linking water to the 
rural pojiulation, whether this reqm*st is an interference with l(x*al self- 
govin'iimont or not. As far as the second part of my lh*soiution is enneerned, 
the District Boards pay imuv attention to the sch(‘duh‘d roads than village 
rtxids, and it is a h'gitimate dmnand on the part of the taxpay(*rs and tlie 
poor villagers that they should hav’e somi^ advantage of the road ceR» 
they pay.” 


ThoHoii’ble BABU SUUENDRA NATH BAY said 

“My Lord, as a Member of an important District Board in this Brt‘sidency. 
1 should like to say a few words on this Uesolution. 

My Lord, 1 have felt as my friend has been feeling now the want of water- 
supply in rural areas. But the principal reasonR wdiy T have some diffi- 
culty in supporting my friend’s Resfiliitiou, at least the first tw'o portions 
of it. arc that we do not like (lovornmont to interfere with the working 
of loeal bodies an] also because tlio Uesolution presupposes that there 
are ‘ matured schemes ’ for water-supply and that money is simply to 
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bft ftpont to cirry tliPin out. For auj:jlit we know tliere are dislriets in 
wliiuli there are no selienies ready ami almost half of the olHcial year has 
pasRod. It will lake time 1(» formulate ReluMnes. to mature tlnun, t(» tako 
proeoeJings under the Land A(‘«|iiislti(m Aei for aeqnirinfx lands for tanks, 
which alone takes at least (i months, and tlien to carry the aetual work into 
execution. You cannot olV-hand and haphazardly sjvnd thousands and 
thousands of rupees for nothincr. 1 rospi'ctfully submit that it is impossiblo 
for District Boards to carry out the first two clauses of my friend’s Resolution. 

Last year, in the month of August, as a Momb(M* of tlu' District Board of 
the 2 1-Parganas, 1 asked the District Board to spend a ilocont sum of mom‘y 
for wator-8Up])ly in tin* rural area as tlu^ ]^ll)li(; Works Li'Ss had broii hamied 
over by (jloveriiineiit almost expressly for t hat purpose. Vour Lordshi]) will 
ho surprised to hear, hut nc'Vertheh'ss it is a fact, that J was tuld lliat it had 
received no such instructions and many of tin' Abnnlu'rs of the District Board 
did not Seem to know about it. In the (\uincil ^Ii'cting of tln‘ 1th Sepitunbcr. 
KBo, exactly this ilay last year, I asknl the following (jut'sti^ins in >i«)ur 
Jjordsliiji’s ( 'oiincil : — 

Qur.'ilion ^(1 ^ — An* the (Jovernmont awan> that, from want of delinile 
instriictivnis, the District Boards find it dillicull tosjiend fin* amount derivt'd 
from the Public Wb-rks (b»ss in imjirovjng the su)»ply of good drinking walm- y 

^i//.s/rer (rP' — The answer is in the negative. 

(Jnrsfii)}i />)— An* the (lovernnient considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to all District Boards as to how tin* amount ilerivi'd from Public 
Works Cess should be sjK'iit ? 

— District Boards havi* b(‘mi inforim'd that ( lovi-rnnuMit 
(!onsidt'r It a mat tor of importance that they slnmhl s*| njiart a substaritlal 
sum fiaiin their in(!i‘i‘ase(l resources fot the sanit.atioii of vdlaL'es and small 
liwvns, for the im’iro\ emeiit of water-siip, ly and for anti-mahii lal measui’OH. 
A copy of the Circular is laid on tin* tal)lc. 

Tin* Circular of February liM-l was lai<l on the table. 

1 think as a result of my ()in'stioiis that your Lr)rdshj|>’s (Jovoru- 
mont Nvas jih'.ased to issue C-ireular No. 2dll)-2d L. S.-C., datod the 
Sepit'mbcr, 1^15, addn'ssed to all Commissioners of Divisions. Tin* words 
of both till* Uireiilars, viz., the oim of February, ]!)M and the other of 
ISoi)teiiiher, are definito and explicit, a suhstaiilial sum out of tin* iinmnie, 

oiilianced by tin* surrender of Jbiblic Works C(‘ss to be spent bir the 
sanitation of village's and small Uiwiis, for the imiirovoiinmt of water-supply 
and for anti-malarial operations. Wo miisi theroloro Irankly admit that. 
Government liavi* not been remiss in giving definite mslriictlons as to how the 
money thus rcleasi'd from CJovernment control, viz., tin* Public Works Cnss, 
ought lo he spmil.. They are not joss definiu* than what my Ineiid wants to 
get by his Resolution. Bnl I think it is advisable that Go\eniiiient should 
direct that at h ast half the amount of Public Works Cess be spent on water- 
HU])l)ly. But if till' Distri(;t Boards have not done their duty it is not the 
fault of Governim'iit. It is the fault of u^ ,ilie Meinhiirs of Distiiel Boards. 
The Goveriiiiieiil can taki'the iiorsi* to Die waiter hut cannot make it drink. 

.The amounts ri'ci'ivi'd as Public Works Cess are large If this amount 
be projierly utilised for 5 or fi years. I think tin; cpiestion of supply of water in 
the rural areas of tills Presidency will be solved. With this large amount, wo 
can tackle other important questions, viz., the reclaiming ^f silted up rivers 
and oiico navigable ciiaiiiiels wdiich will not only improve the sanitation of a 
very largo anai of this Presidency but will bring lieall !i and plenty to clioer 
the labouring swam. I ready cannot account for the aiiatliy and indill’erenco 
of a large nunibm’ of the. Members of Ihstrift Boards, the majority oi whom 
are nominated, to this water-supply (pn stion. dhe Memlmrs ol District 
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lioanls, as far as I ain awarn, set more* value nn Jiavin^Cf pucea niotalled mads 
tlian on tin* 'supply ul Jriiikiiij? wator. In tho Dislrict Hoards the voic(i of the 
oHicial Cliairman, who is the District Magistrate, and that of the District 
Kriginccr count for niuch. 1 do not, however, lay the entire Wlaiin* upon the 
MoinlxTS of District Hoards. My own opinion is tiiat in District D lards, as 
in all i>uhlic iKnlies ])residcd over by an official (Jhairman, it is the latter 
who tak<‘K tlie initiative in all important projects and unless this is done 
the ])rojocl lags behind. This has beem the case witli tho question of water- 
su])ply. Whereas in Municii)alitios ))resided over by non-official Ohainuen, 
wliercver it is possible, there have been attempts and successful attempts 
to HUj)i)ly an.\how HU( h b(Hli(»s with pure drinking walor and that, with the 
liiiiitt'd funds at tlieir disposal, the District Hoards witlj their superfluity 
of money lin\f' been so far indiffiuemt. I think in many iiistances th (3 real 
Hiason why ihe Hul)lic Works Ci‘ss has not betm properly utilized is b(‘cause 
many of the Menib(n*s do not know the jirincipal objc'ct why this large 
anmiint has Ixhui harnhxl ovm* to them by (jovernnumt ; in many cases the 
ciJMular lett(MH of your Ijordship’s Govm’nment to which 1 have alrt'ady 
referred liad in^ver Ihx'U ]»la(‘eil before them nor sileh prominence been given 
to them as th<‘y d(‘Served. I*eo]>le naturally will lay the fault at thedoor 
of tlu' offir-ial ( diairinan of the District Hoard, b(‘cause thi'y think that if he 
wants a 1 hing lo be doin* f u* tht' g(M)d of the district In* (!an always get it 
done. 1 think it is Idgli time that tin* District Hoards were reconstituted 
with a siibslantial majority of (‘h'cted Moinb(*rs. 

My Lord, as I have alri‘ady said, I cannot sup])ort tho Uesolution in the 
form in which it lias b(‘en laid bidore your Lordship’s Council. J would, 
liowtwer, like to make one suggestion. Your Lordshi])’s noverninent may be 
])lcaH(5(l to issue a Ih'sIj tdrcular (») all Mmnbers of l)isti*ict Hoards and upon 
all Distri(3t Officers, I mean the (diairman of District Hoards, similar to tin* 
Circular hitter of the l^bth Se])tmjil)er, lbl.5, informing tlnun of the. objects 
for whicli the rulilic Works (k*ss was niaile over lo them and to utilise tlie 
same* for lln^ saiil purj»osi‘ without further dtday. 

1 hope, however, your Lordslii])’s Govi'rnnient vsill sec its way to accept 
the last portion of tin* K(‘solulion that caeli District Hoard bo asked to 
])re])nro and publish lor local information a definite and iletailed seln me oi 
wal('r-sni)ply with I his modilication that the portion regarding the publiea- 
tioii of tin* seheiin* not later than the J5th Dect*nibi'r, lillO, be omitted. It 
is not ])ossibb‘ for a Disirit*! Hoard wbicli has not alrendy got its selieiiie. 
rt'ady to get it reaily within the Ihtli Decenibt*r, i.r,, within three months 
Ironi dati*. It is with gr<*at difficulty ainl after ReviM-al months lliat I havt' 
^ne(‘eed(*d in g(*ttiiig' niy a partial schi'ino ready for I he dislrietof the 
ganas. but as it was not a eoinpleto sebenn*, I'aeb Jmeal Hoard within the 
District has bet'ii asked to submit a list of tanks neces^ary to excavate or 
reelaini within its jiirisdietion and W(< liojie to gt‘t the same within this month. 
II We siieceed in gelling the sclienie ready wil-hiii this month or williin 
tin* next month it will l»e after I had biMUi at it for months. Ir is in'ci'ssary 
tliat all District Ihiard.- should be asked to bi* read_\ with 1 ln'ir scliomes 
before the end of t In* tilficial year and liieii they can go on with tin* actual 
work. Tlicy Jiiay fiirtlier be asked tt) submit the ])rogri*ss stalemeui of tin* 
w«)rk dom* by tlieiii in this ilireetion to tdu' C^Iommissiuner of tin' Division 
evi'ry six months. This will facilitate the Avork and may eventually produce 
the di'sireil rf^sult. Hut my own inde; endtuit opinion is iliat this pi oblcm of 
water-supply and village sanitation will imt be solved so long as Union 
(himinlttiH's are not formed, (*ach Union Cominitfi'i’ consisting of 3 or 4 
villages, so long as the real needs and requirements oi a village are not 
grappled with on the s] ol.” 


The llon’ble HAHU HIlAHKNDRA CIIAXDRA KAY s.ald 

“My I jord, 1 confess to a feeling of embarrassment in rising to speak on 
this Rosolinion. The question of Avater-siipi)ly in rur.al areas is so nectr to our 
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'hearts that any scheme calculaftJtl to further this object is jiatiTOlly exppcteil 
to receive our sjjippori, Hut, my Lord, one can claim to b*e p inloiicd if he fails 
tosee eye to^ycMvith an Hini’hlc friend in rejfanUo tin* pra(*tieal iiiilily of any 
proposal though brouiflit forward with tin* most benev(»lent of intentions. 
The Hon’^ble Mover has tried to brin^ out (uir reinissness in dealinpf with the 
problem of water-supply in Bengal, which to many minis seems nrhiosl 
inexplicable in the face of the unspent balances that stand to the credit of 
the District Boards every year. Thrift ceases to he a ^ir^Ul^ when practised 
Jtt^the local bo lies, contends my Ilon’ble friend. Audi agree with him tliei'c. 
We individuals wouhl be very ha] ])y indeed, if we wen* provided with a iievei- 
(mJliig purse, and th(M-e were a mentor, like the llon’hle Mover, to lake ns to 
task for not being sullic:t*ntly fri‘e with it. Wliat is then the psychology ol 
this unwholesome frugality on the pan of our District Boards? On nuH'ipt 
of the notice of this Ui'solntirjn. I thoiiglit it a «lnl,y whicli 1 owed ti> the 
constitmmcy that I re])re.senl, to address a li*ttt‘r to the Viee-l diairmen of the 
Distinct Boards in Bengal ami of the Local Boards in tin* Pr(‘sidency Division, 
inviting opinion on tin* ditlerent points connected with the snhjcet-malti'r^ ol 
this motion. Tin* replies, wlihdi these gen thmien have hi'cn gornl enough to 
send me, strike one that th(‘re is s(» much of divm'genee hi'tween the cundi- 
tions and circumstances of tin* ditferent Boards, that it is ]M‘rniissible todoiihl 
the wisdom of any measure which sorks to impose rigid restrictions on thi‘ir 
finance in om‘ sweep. The Khulna District Board. I am told, eIos(*d its last 
financial yi'ar with a d(‘ficit halancc*. and in 1016 the Jessore Board sp<‘iit 
nearly its entire n‘eeipts h'uving very little h(‘yond tin* ))n*Hcrib(*d miniimini 
balance; the Faridpur Board ap, (*ars to hav(; sp(‘nt an avei*age of j)Vi‘r 
Rs. 88,000 on water-su))| ly during tin' last two years, and (*ven if tmr- 
third of the closing balance is a hh‘d to this ligiiia', tlie total falls sliort 
of the water-supply budget for 1 he eurnmt year by sonu* thousands. I ])iek 
out thi'Se instances only by way of illustration. It jtppt'ars, in the first filace. 
that the lialaiice is generally n ery deceptive, heing made up of I he minimum 
closing balan CM ^ balance* of allotments for works wliieli eoidd not be* (;oin])leled 
during i1k 5 ye‘ar and for which tin* uns]>e*nt amounts must ho reallolted, and 
amounts eavmark(‘el for (‘e*rtain inij-ortant prf)j«'e*ts to he e-arried into elleeit in 
future. Th(*re‘ are*, beside's, otlim* items such as deposits and ehe‘(iiies not 
elebite*el to tlie* aee'oiiiPs of the* eilosing year, which go to iiillah' iJie* lialnm** . 
So, in our calculation, the* aelnal closing halaneM* shoiild b(*trike*n into'*ie*eouiAl. 
minus the alh)tt.(*d balancj* uiieler eliilereiit he*ads wlii(;h <*anm)l b<* elivcrteel^ lo 
e)l.lien’ y>urpos«'S And with tin* i»rogress that is steaelily be*ing maile every yeai 
in our e*x|)endlture on water-supply, an aeldition of ean-third of this ae'i nal.and 
free halance to the ordinary budget figure* wesdel not ve'iy inue*Ii ailvanee. i ln* 
e'.ause* of wat.er-siipj)ly. The snrn*n le‘r eif the* Pnhiic W'urks (’ess lo tin* local 
ftimls has no doulet improved the* financial tiosition of oiir local IkmIics ; hut il 
must he renn*mbere*d that cone*omitantIy with t his (iovoniini'iit liave with- 
drawn what were- known as the i*()nilihrium grants and ol.ln*r minor grants, 
and expenditure^ has ge'ne*rally inereaseel iinele'r se-ven-al In-ads — inclinliiig 
water-supply. 

The se'-e-ond point whieU apivavs fvenu the note's that 1 have re (‘e‘vveil from 
Uie District Ibuirds, is tliat tin' v;r. e ol e'Xpuisie>n eef wiit.tM-sei])pl y is gein’rally 
ce)uside*r<‘d te» he* ve‘ry satistaeleiry ; and tiial if more eeonhl not he- aee*(jniplislje*(i. 
tho roasenis were to lee sought in olhi-r eire*umstance*s than wilful ne-gligence* en 
incompetimey of the loe-al holie-s. The practie-al elillicnltie-K which my kind 
n or res pemd lints havii mcntioin-el as standing in the wy of fnrihiir accelera- 
tion in the rate of yirogress, can bo summariseMl ilnis : — 

1. Tim eternal dillicnlty alnmt tin* local coni libutiori of emc-third' of 
the cost, a condition which is not v(*ry often re-laxe*vL 

2. Apathy of land-owners, ^ost of whom arii unwilling to makf* 
gifts of lands feer oxeavating tanks or wells, and do not come forward to 
place their tanks in tho hands of tho Boards uinler an agreement to re-se rve- 
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them for dunking purposes. Tire difficulty of re-oxcaVating tanks owned by, 
several co-proprietors is also well known. . - ♦ 

3. The absence, in tlm-caso of a few Boards, ot a definite ^nd compre- 
hensive prograinino whioli might be given effect to in a few years. 

4. The largo expenditure involved in carrying out projects of exca- 
vating reserve tanks by acquiring lands wholly without local aid. 

5. Increasing d(unands in other directions. 

There are other minor difficulties also, peculiar to particular localities, 
Riudi as difficulty about getting or conveying materials for masonry wells'and 
engaging good contractors in the interior, except at a prohibitive cost. ' 

Some of my friends in the Local Boa»*d8 have suggested that the grants on 
water-supply can be more profitably spent through th(3 Local Boards, who, as 
matters stand, have no hand in the disposition of the giants under this 
hedd, ^ 

Having enumerated the chief obstach^s to a more rapid expansion of 
watrtr-supply in lural areas, let us consider what wcj have been actually 
spending for this purpose. Excluding items of expenditure in subvention of 
w\ater-supi)ly Hchemes in IVlunicipal areas, the amounts Bjxml on water-supply 
in Bengal won*, rougldy, 1 lakh 90 thousand in 1911-12; 1 lakh 63 thousand 
ill 1912-18 ; 3 lakhs 7l thousand in 1918-14 and 5 lakhs 96 thousand in 
liH4-1.5. Those figures, according to my calculation, work out at ‘8.') pie per 
head of rural yuipulation in Bengal in 1911-12. 75 pie per lioad of rural 
population in 1912-18, 17 pies similarly in 19l;5-]4 and 2 7 j)ies in 1914-15 ; 
so that in these four years there has been a substantial increase in expendi- 
ture. Th(’rc has no doubt b<‘(m a large expansinn on the reccupt side of our 
accounts owing to the assignimmt of the Tublic Works Cess. But while the 
total income of the District Boards in Bengal has increased from something 
like 60 lakhs a year to a little ovei 90 lakhs, that is to say 50 per cent, during 
this period, expenditure on rural wator-sujqdy has bt‘come thn*e-fold. Again, 
before 1918-M the pro; ortion of exjicmliture on rural water-sujiply to the 
total income of the District Boards of Bengal was on a rough average 2 per 
cent, per annum, it njachod 8 jMM Ciuit. in 1918-M, tlie very first year during 
which tlie District Boards adinbiisiered the Pulilic Works C'ess * and it 
exceeded 4 jier cent, in 1914-15. Wc are not yet in a position to know if this 
rate of progress has been well maintained during the financial y(*ar which lias 
just closed. But from the statement made by the HoiTblo Nawab Sir Syed 
JSams-ul-lIuda, at the last budget meeting, it appeai-M that from the inquiry 
that he had made, he believed that the Ih’stricl Boards spent much more 
largely during tin* Iasi year than th(‘y had ever done liefore. 

If, my TjOi<1, J am | eiinitt(*d to trov^el a little heyond the range of our 
provincial Statistics, I think it can be shown that in Uie twosisterPresi- 
deiKiies^ whei-f. unlike Bengal, the local bodies have been apjmopriating 
the entire land e(‘ss for very many years, things have not progressed 
at a quicker rale. On a rough calculation, 1 find that the local bodies in 
Bombay did not spend mueh more than 4 per cent, of their total income 
ui)oii water-supply in 1912-18 ; and in the foiro wing year the figures went 
down almost by one per cent. In Madras again, not more than 2*8 per 
cent., of the total income of the Boards was spent in water-supply in 1913-14 • 
and a littio less in 1914-15. I am fully conscious that conditions vai-y greatly 
in the different provinces. But before condemning owr local bodies we might 
for a moment turn our eyes to the other provinces where the local bodies 
were more fortunately placed before the Public Works Cess came to be 
assigned to the five Provinces in Northern india in 1913. Just as I leave 
this point I desire to examine how the total closing balance stood in propor- 
tion to the total amount avadable for exipenditure during recent years. In 
1910-11, the total closing balance in Bengal was about 26 percent, of the 
*^Qtal amount available ; in 1911-12 it rose a little above that ; for 1912-13 
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the figure waH 31 perjDdtft; and in 1914-15 it came down to something like 29 
per cent. In examining thetig figures it must he borne in, mind that during 
1913-14 and 1914-15 there was an unusual accession of funds, the Tublic 
Works Cess having been made over to our local bulios in 1913. 

In Bombay, the proportion was somothing like 21 per cent, in 1912-13, 
and 27 per cent, in 1913-14. And in Ma»lras the figures stoo<l roughly at 26 
percent, in 1913-14, and 21 per cent, in 1914-15. Thus, Bengal does nut 
seem to suffer very much by comparison in this re8i)ect. 

My Lord, my justification for taking up so much of the time of this Council 
is that 1 feel that the District Boards are fully alive to their responsibilites in 
the matter, and a little friendly advice is all that they may re(iuiro now and 
then. Your Lordship^s Government have always taken a keen interest in the 
well-being of our rural people, and can be safely dei>ended U[H)n for 
whatever guidance our local holies may stand in m^ed of. But, my Lord, one 
would draw the line at peremptory mandates issuing upon these self-govern- 
ing bodies in every instance of supposed nogligcmce or tlefaull. 1 fully 
sympathise with the lloii’ble Mover in his desire to sc^e a larger sum shown 
under the expenditure head of “ Water-supply,*’ but I doubt whether the mere 
process of ear-marking an amount will ensure its being spent unless the local 
bodies themselves are agreeablt‘. Again, the systiun of ear-marking of the 
funds of the District Boards is one which came in for unfavourable criticism 
at the hands of the Decentralization CommiKsion, who have recommended 
that the restrictions on the manner in which the Boards should allot their 
funds should be swept away. Tin* G(»vernm('nt of linlia having accepted 
this recomiuendation, stated in their Local Self-Gf)vernmont policy^ 1915, 
that these restrictions should be relaxed. The attitude of the (loverii- 
ment of India in this behalf app(*.ars to be one of non-intmderonce, as w!ih 
clearly explained by the lloii’ble Sir Kdward Maclagan in the Imperial Legisla- 
tive Council in February last, when speaking on a Re-solution moved by th(* 
Maharaja of Nashipur reganl ingear-marking of the assigniiient of Public Works 
Cess to certain specified purposes. My Lord, what is most neiulod at lh(' 
present moment is a well-thought-out, coinpreheiiNive scheme of water- 
supply in the province. After tlie Water-supply Conference was held at 
Darjeeling at Your Excellency’s instance, it was understorxl that when the 
necessary materials liad hoeii collected by Siib-()vers(‘,ers specially diipiited 
for preparing maps and making a survey, it might be necessary to convene a 
larger Conference to discuss the be.st methods of prtx'edunj. At any rate, the- 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald made a statoinent to this effect in reply to the Maharaja 
of Nashipur in January, 1913. As we are all anxious to see our funds 
utilised to the fullest advantage, a represent ative Conference should be, held 
as early as practicable fur discussing the, best met ho Is of j)ushing forward 
schemes of water-supply. And 1 am sure whatever suggestion will emanate 
from the Hon’ble Mover will carry very grtuat weight with such a Conference. 
For the present I would humbly request him not to press tho llesoluLioii.” 


The Hon’ble RAI MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BAHADUR 
said : — 

In August last I asked fora tabular statement of receipts and expendi- 
ture of public works cosiws in the District Boards in Bengal. I have got full 
information on the subject. Then again to-<lay I i)ut a ejuestion as to the 
reasons which prevented the District Boards from Ht)endirig largei^ amounts 
than was expected. The answer to that qm^stioii shows that they had some 
reason. The largo amoutit of clwing lialanco has attracted tlie notice of my 
Hon’ble friend Mr, Mltter, and he thinks that this la’-ge amount or the greater 
portions of it ought to have been spent. I have full sympathy with him and 
I share his opinion. It cannot be said that this special grant which has been 
given to the District Boards should be utilised for other purposes than those 
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for wliich they liavo boon allottod. I5ut, my Lord, tlip phrase Votosing balance ' 
i6a miHloadiiig one. It ia very well known tliat^ tlie sums which are not spent 
for original works t)y the ItiRtrict Boards, are included in their closing balance. 
'l1ic amounts wliich an^ to Ijo reappropriated are ro-allotted again by the 
District I?t)ar(lR and conseque^nHy the closing balance of the year appears to be 
greater than it really is. Besides, my Lord, it is a known fact that in the 
closing balance a certain minimum amount, say 5 peu* cent, or ton per cent., is 
kept over for tlio piirijose of a r(‘servp. So I submit that the words ‘ closing 
lialancfi ’ do not mean strictly the savings on the aiiioiint which was to be spent 
in the current year. Ni»w the District lloards feel a difficulty in allotting 
money for the exciavation of tanks. What is the amount which should be 
spent on that luml ? On the* om* side, it may be argued that the entire 
amount ought to be spent ; on thi^ oth^r side, it is said that not quite so 
much, hut a substantial portion of that amount slioulcl be spent. But what 
d»)e8 a substantial portion nu‘an ? Now the circular of the Government on 
that siilqeei is to that effect, and I say that it is not nocc'ssary to limit 
it to a fixed standard, one-tliinl or one-fourth, and it ought to ho left to 
the discu-etioTi of the District Boards to simmkI a substantial portion, and they 
ought to lie fully alive to tludr stmse of duly. Vour J^ordship will realise that it 
is necessary for the District Boards to s])en(i large amounts for w\at(*r-supply. 
Water is tlie life of man, and con?e(iii(*ntly any amount which can be spared 
sffiodld be silent on that acciount. It tlie District Boards have neglected their 
duty and have not sp(‘ni the aim unit as one could wish, they may bo told to 
do so, but to limit the amount to a specified standard, is in my humble opinion 
objectionable*. Self-gov(*rnment is a success in this country and, besides, 
iDistriet Boards arc' guided l»y experiruiced (Uiairmen wlio are in a position to 
spend th(‘ money nee.onling to tlit' (h'lnands of the p(‘ 0 ])h‘, and if that Ims not 
been doin', thoVe is im n^ason why that pow(*r of a si'lf-governing body 
slnmld lu* controlled by any recommendation from Your Kxcelleney’s Govern- 
ment. That is my humble o])inion on the matt<‘r and therefore 1 solicit Your 
Kxeellency to consider wludher it would In* reasonabli^ or practicable to 
put a limit on tin' aut hority of the District Boards. Any recommendation 
on the part of the Govi'miiient would be carried out by the District 
Boards, but they have many things to do wdiich one cannot possibly under- 
stand at first sight. They have to provide money on various ai'counts. Your 
Lordshij) is aware of the fact that iii the Baid Ca*ss Act there is a special 
provision tlmt some amount was to he spent for the supply of drinking water, 
hut tliat was not. done satisfactorily, and tin* District Ihuirds, tliough fully 
alive to their sense of duly, found it a difficult task to provide adequately 
ff>r tho Hup])ly of goul drinking water. 'Fhey thankfully received the 
spiM-ial grant of the public cesses wliieli was handed over to them by the 
Government and having got it they wore hound to spend it, and 1 tliereforo 
submit that some explanation may be n*.quired from I he District Boards^ on 
this matter. I submit, my Lord, that Your Kxoollency’s Council will consider 
tliat one-iliird is a very small amoiiut, but that a suhslantial amount ought 
to be spent by tin* District Boards on that Jiceount. One who is bred and 
brought iij) ill a villagt^ can nudise what the actual state of affairs is. In 
some places the. tanks have been silti'd up and the women folk liave actually 
to carry the drinking water from a great disiaTice and if cine will go with me 
to any village he will bo impressed with the qiieturu whicdi I have drawn, 
hi tho hot >veaihcr moiiths one liiuls it extremely difficult to procure good 
drinking water, and with all the emphasis 1 can command, I submil to 
Your Excellency that some means may bo found to help the poor villagers 
in a larg(*r measure by tho District Boards as well as by the absentee 
landlords *and larger "amounts be spent on the supply of good drinking 
water. 

As regards the amendnumt of my Hon’hle friend Maulvi Abiil Kasem, 
1 have a few words to say. Hiis Resolution will not be an effective one. It 
is for a given year and my view is tliat if any instructions are to be given, 
they must be given to the District Boards not for any particular year,” 
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The Hon’blo Mk. A. RASUL said :~ 

“ This is a very important Resolution. Thosr nvlio have Umcli with tlio 
mufassal know what is meant hy scarcity of water. It. is known to them 
that the villaiirorR from the month of Novomher to the month of July drink 
nothing but mu(l<ly water. No doubt here and there there are some tanks ; 
but in most of the villages, especially in Eastm-n llengal, there are not many 
tanks, and thentfore people do autlur in that way. Of coiirsi^ it may be asked 
jiS far as this Resolution is concernt'd whether one-third should bo spent or 
whether one-fourth should be spent, there may be diHeronci* of opinion in 
regard to that. I frankly admit that I have no (‘\peri(‘noe of District Hoards 
and I do not know the working of District Hoards in Hongal, but at tlie 
same time I know in what a deplorable condition tlu^ water-supply in the 
villages is, and therefore, I ha v(? great pleasure in supporting tht‘ Resolution 
which requests the Government to urgt^ the (lilferent District Hoards, if it is 
possible, to spend more money on the water-supply. 1 do not think tlnu-c^ 
can be any op}»osition as far as the prineiplo of the Resolution is concerncMi. 
At any rate, so far 1 have net hoard anything about that, tluwefore whetluT 
it should be one-third or one-fourth or one-eighth, itinust b(< hdt t ) the discJn*- 
tion of the Government, if this Resolution is aecepi,(‘d, whi*n tlK^ask the 
different District Hojirds to spend what aimmnt of mom‘y tlu'y think bi'st. 1 
have also groat pbiasiire in supporting my friend the Ilon’ble Maulvi Abul 
Kasam’^ amend numt, es[)eci«ally the second portion of it, that is to say that the 
District Hoards be asked to s|)tiud at least one-fourth of the Road Uess for 
the improvement of village* roads. Many lloirbh^ Membiu’s who have nev(U’ 
been to tho mufassal kfiow nothing (»f tin* condition of the* village roads, but 
we, who do come from the mufassal, are fully ac(|uaint(Ml with thi^ condition of 
these roads, and what sullerings we havt* had at times. Tht'refore, I have 
great pleasuro in supporting this part of the amendirn'iil as well as tho 
UoBolution moved by the Ilon’ble Mr. Rravasb Ghundi'r Mitter.” 


The Iloii’blo HAIUT AMHTCA CHARAN MAZUMDAR said 

‘‘My Lord, — Tlio inten^sting discussion to whicli w(} have all listen'd with 
so much attention has brought »)ut one point very j)n)min<mtly before tln^ 
Council. The llon’bh^ Mover of the Resolution has brought a number of 
indictments against the District Hoards wlji[di he is oven pn^parod to 
characterise} as a misnomer for stdf-govorning inslitiil.ioris. Of the Members 
who have joined in the diseussion some bavi5 followed tho lead of the mover 
of the Resolution, whih) others have tried to defend tin} unfortunate local 
bodies ; and out of all these divergent views I would draw omj conclusion 
which, however startling it may appear to the Council, soems to he irresistible, 
as it goes to the root of the whole question. Wh(‘tl)e.r you Cfunleirm the 
District Boards or support them there is ont*. question which underlies all 
those discussions, vi/.., — wliat are the District Haards and wliat are their 
responsibilities? Whether we chwso to call the District Hoards self-goveTn- 
ing institutions or characierise thmri as departme.nts of the Collcetoraii*, tluim 
is one thing whicli must strike every re^asonahh} mind, and that is the 
constitution of those liodies. They cannot be rightly held whf)lly resjionsiblM 
as self-governing representative liodies because there is always a standing 
majority of othcial and nominated Members on thorn. 1'here is v(*ry little to 
choose betwe(}n the official and nominatf«l Members wlietlmr in this (’ouncil or 
in the local bodies. There is thus an official majority in the District Hoards 
which are presided over by District officers who generally dictate th(‘. policy 
and direct the operations of these btxlies. The District Engineer is his right- 
band man and counsellor who naturally owes his allegiance to no one but bis 
chief. Under siicli a depressing condition the elected representatives of tlic 
people have neither any potential voice nor are they very much tronblod with 
a sense of, their rcsponsihility. Tho people have long cried tor a change in 
this constitution. The Hoii’ble Mover of the Resolution has forcibly referred 
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U) the many rumiiiderH an<l warnings from time to time given by Govern- 
ment to the District lioards* who have failed to utiliee the genenms 
grants surrendenMl to them in 1912 for village water-supply and sanitary 
improvements of rural areas, ft is said that the Boards have paid very 
little heed to them. My Lord, may 1 draw the attmition of Your Excel- 
lency's Government to th(< rtja ly compliance and loyal submission of the 
Municipal Corporations in such casos to tlie directions of Government and the 
instructions of Government experts and the remarkable success which they 
tiave achievt^d in recent years in matters (d wat(3r supply and sanitation 
in urban arcus ? In the case of the District Boards presided over by the 
District ohicers the balance of tin* gi'iierous grants of the Public Works Goss 
has gone on accumulating year after jear probably in the view that they 
could bo consid(u*ed as excellent economists wlio do not expi*nd but only 
accumulate for the benefit of the posterity ; while in the case of the Munici- 
palities they are always n'ady to spend beyoiul their means and do not hesitate 
either to begfrom the ()ommissioni‘r or borrow from the Government for the 
water-supply of their towns and the sanitary reipiirements of their constitu- 
ents. My Lord, w(' bes(H*(;h Your Excellmicy’s Government to try the same 
cxperijiient with the District Boards as has been so successfully tried in the 
case of t1i(^ Municii alities ; make tlio District Boards really representative 
Ixxlies by pr ividing a substantial majority for the elected Members and try 
at least a few selected District Boards with non-olHcial Ohairman to direct 
their affairs, then GoviuTimmii will have an opportunity of judging the com- 
parative merits of the two systems side by side, and the two pictures will 
present an object lesson tin* valui* of which cannot bo wholly lost either one 
way or the otlim*. Jii case this experiment is made*, I am sure Government 
will at least find in the lU'vvly constituted Bjiards gn^ater consideration shown 
to the (lireetioiis of the (foveriinient and a more gi‘nuino recognition of the 
liheral grants which have heen surrendennl from a portion of its revenue for 
the improvement of wati*r-supply and sanitation of the rural areas. My Lord, 

1 do hoi i* and trust tliat Your Excelleuey will make that experiment before 
eondemning Local 8t*lf-G()vernim‘nt altogetlim*.” 

The ilon’ble UAl DEBEXDER CHUNDER GHOSE BAHADUR said 
“My Lord, I feel that T am able to support in a general manner tdie 
Resolution moveil by my Hon’ble friend, Mr. Pravasli Gliaiidra Mitter, and as 
lor the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kas(*ni’s amendment, T do not B(‘e how it can 
bo called an aiiiemlinent at all. It should have heen brought up luffore the 
Council as a separate Ib^solutioii. I think the District Boards are lahouriug 
under some practical dilhculties in tlm matter of ])romotion of rural water- 
supply, even after the increased grant by the Government was made. 
I i)elieve there arc a few District Boards — 24-Parganas is one of them — 
whi(di have done something in this direction. The practical difficulty which 
the Buirds experience is this : you have a rule that the villagers should 
contribute one-third of the cost of excavating a tank as a condition precedent 
of the District 13aard paying for the remainder. The land-owners, who 
happen generally to be a numerous bexly, are seldom able to combine and 
iiept)sit the one-third of the estimated cost, and so the project falls through. 
1 think it would be well to abrogate this rule an4 for the Board to pay for the 
wliolc of the cost. I think ])Ower under the Land Accpiisition Act should be 
given to District Boards to acquire tanks in villages. They should also 
construct new tanks and wells which would hq used i)uroly for drinking pur- 
poses. It will of course cost more money, but 1 would suggest that these 
tanks may be used for fish culture as well, and in that way the District Boards 
might make a profit from 8 to 10 per cent, on the capital laid out. This 
matter sliouKL 1 think, be properly considered by the District Boards, and I 
ludieve it is the tnly way in which the difficulty can be solved.’^ 

Thtj Hon’blo Mk.' K. B. DUTT said 

“ The Resolution, as I understand it, is indeed a very modest one. The 
learned mover has not asked Your Excellency’s Government to do anything 
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unusual, but he has only asked Your Excellency’s (? overniiiont to gi :e effi*ct 
to the various assurances that Your (lovernmjuit have ^iven from tiim' 
to time. I am somewhat surprisovl to find that tliis llesolution has rniseil 
discussions not exactly pertinent to the issue. To my niind it is umloubtedly 
not an encroachment on the independence of the District Hoards. They have 
not given elfect to Your Excellency’s Govern nn'iil/s di^sire to improve the 
water-supply, and this Resolution asks that Your Excidloncy s Gov»n-nmont 
would impress upon tlie District Boards the necessity of giving eflect to thi< 
desire of Government that a certain amount of money should in each year 
be spent for the purpose of imj)r()ving the crying wants of the villagers. 
Your Excellency’s Government liave set apart 29 lakhs since 1913 for the 
sanitation and improvement of water-supply and anti-mnlairial measures, and 
if 1 am not mistaken, when Y«>ur Excidlency’s Gr)vermnent at‘t apart this 
money for this purpose, Vour Exeelloncy’s Government only n^sm^ved to 
themselves tln^ right of imposing certain conditions, and therefore if Your 
Excellency’s Govi^rnment were now to ailvise the District Boanls to s]>end 
a certain amount of money for this crying want, I do not think for a moment 
that it would in any way encroach on the rights of the District Boards and 
their independe.nc(\ J ihercfore think Your Excellency’s Government should 
give effect to Idn* Resolution and also the amendment moved by the llon’ble 
Maulvi Abul Kasem.” 

The Hon’ble BABU KISllOlU MOHAN CHAUDIiaRI said 

“My Lord, I rise neither to bring any accusation agiiinsi District Boards 
for their apathy nor to sni)[)ort them in their working. 1 know soiruddiiiig of 
the working of the District Boards and I think that thm*e are ct*rtain mis- 
conceptions on the juirt of some of the llon’ble Members who hav(5 spoken. 
The closing balance is not the proper thing whi(;h should be touched upon. It 
is composed of tlie working or opening balance as far as 1 know the minimum 
Jth of the ordinary incoiiu} and the unexpemled balance allotted to certain 
works. If we are to take away any portion of the closing balance, it may be 
that tlie other works, for which the amounts were ear-marked, might suffer ; 
so that to my niiml the better course would l)e to aoce])t the amendment 
moved by my Hoii’ble friend Maulvi Abul Kasean. A detinitc^ portion of 
the Public Works Cess can be easily sot apart for the provision of good 
drinking water in rural areas. I ilo not think, my Lord, tlmt anything more 
is necessary at present tlian has already been dom^ by Your Excellency’s 
Government, for iiupressiiig upon the local authorities the need for granting 
relief on this imiiurtant Hul)ject. I was a Vice-Ohairmau of my own District 
Board. Ilajshahi, continually for nine y('arH. What I then really cxpcir.enced 
was want of definite iiiforinalion on the subject. Whenever we proceciled to 
set ashle any part or to do anything for the granting of sums for tin* provision 
of rural water-supply, wi^ found that suflicient applications for rtiliel werii not 
before us to (mabl (MIS to do any substantial work. Of course, at tln^ timt! 
there was the difficulty of the Govcjniuieiit Circular in which if wan (uijoined 
that one-third of the coiitril)Utio:i from the local p(M)pIe should Ik^ insisted upon. 
1 believe, my Lord, that when the Puldic Works Cess was surreiidteed to the 
District Board, that necessity disappeared, but 1 am afraid that the District 
Boards have not been able to take advantage of the full and unfettered 
discretion given by Your Excellency’s Government, in dealing with their addi- 
tional grant. The real need is, as has justly been obsorvcMl by my llon’ble 
friend Babii Snrendra Nath Ray. that Union Committees should bo established 
all over Bengal. Really we are not at pn^sent in a pisition to know what is 
to be done for the improvement of water-supply in villages. 

My Hon’blc friend Habu Arnbica Charan Mazunnlar lias justly remarked 
that there is -some difficulty in regard to the constitution of the District 
Boards. The District Boanls arc not really rcj)reHcntative. There are very 
few people in the District Boards who really know, the needs of rural areas. 
I believe that wheu tlie Union Committees are established, the villagers will 
be able to formulate the schemes aud supply necessary information. Your 
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Excc'lliincy should iako stops for tho eRtahlisliineiit of Union Comniitteoa 
wlicrovor it is poasihlo, and 1 think it is possible ovorywhero. That there is 
nccjossity and urgency, there is no (juestion. The question is how the 
necessary information ean be, col h*ct(*d at the present inoinoni If Sanitary 
Inspi'ctors an* apjiointiul under the Sanitary IJoards, the inlnnnatiun can be 
collected by the niend)(‘rs of tht* Local Hoards. When tiia Union (Jominitteos 
are (*stablished, tiny will be the. proper persons. to supply the necessary 
infijriiiation. ]\ly sup^gi^stion is that ihe third point urged by the Hon’ble 
Mover should be acted 11 } on, that is, that necessary inl'ornation sliouhl be 
collected anil lhal detailed Heheni(‘s for each district lie prepared, either with 
till' lii'lp of Union Coinniittees or with the hel]) of Local Hoards and the 
representative Mi'inbers. When that is doiu*, I think a definite |X)rtion of the 
Ihiblle Works Oess can be S(‘t apart for removing this urgimt need. I’he 
Hoad Cess was (^ar-niarkcd for conniiunications. As far as I know the 
su} jJy of goinl drinking water in rural ari'as is a legitimate demand upon the 
Hoad Cess. Hut when the Public Works Cess was surrendered to the District 
Hoards, it w^ns done, for meeting tlie (expenditure on medical relief and as far 
as I nMiicmbm* for meeting the dc'licit for primary education, and it 
was expn^ssly suggi'sted J,hat a substantial jiortion miglit be spent on the 
improvenumt of sanitary reforms and for tin* siqiply of good drinking water. 

In this (Minm^etion, what has bi'en suggested in the si'eond jiart of the 
amendment, that is, that di'linite instructions he givon for sjiending at least 
a fourth of till* Hoad (Vss for the iinjirovmiH'nt of village roads, I may state 
that that will bi* a very salutary |»rovision because that will Ih^Ij) thiM'slablish- 
meiit of Union Commit ti‘es. 

The (piestioii of want of funds has also b(‘i*n raist'il. As fir as I know' 
■s. oOO or Hs. 1,000 is si't a})art for I'ae.h District Hoard. That is, how'ever, a 
('ry trilling amount with which nothing very nnie.h can be doin'. li 
tlnui' is no j-rovision fur tin' assessment by Union CommitliM'S for the im|)V()Vi'- 
mi'iil of lo(*al roads, when the Local Sidf-Covi'nimi'iit Act is annnided, 
this jirovisioii should be considered. For the ])resi‘nt I think that both tin' 
amendiiu'iits suggi'sted by my llon’ble frii'inl Maulvi Abiil Kasmii may be 
aeceiited and the t hird point, that is, the jiri'paration of a di'tinite schenn* 
lor each District Hoard, can also lu^ acted upon. I think that my 
Jloii’hle friend the movi'r will accept the suggestion that evm-y year for a few 
years to conn' a substantial inn-tion i f ihe Public Works Cess, if possible, 
he sjM'iil on thesi' imjirovemeiits. With thesl^ few word?', 1 comineinl the 
Hesolutiou for the aeei'ptanei' of llon ble ]\Iemhers.” 


The lloii’hle KUMAH SHIP, SIlFdvlIAHESWAH HAV said 

“ My Lord, I am siirprisc'd at the HcMolulion coming, as it does, from a strong 
siqiporler of tin' si'lf-governmeiit inovt'iiu'iit. Tlie Hesolution, as it is worded, 
aims to curb tin* jiowers of those rejm'si'iitat ive bodies through which w'o all 
an* enjoying at tin' ]n'eserit iiionmut the only form of self-governnnuit, so far 
allowed to us ; and as a Memht*r of one of these bodies I shall be failing in my 
duty were 1 not to raise a note of ojipositioii to this Hesolutiou. 'Fhe powers 
and privilegi's of ihe so-calh'.d si'lf-governii^g District Hoards are already 
very mueh limited by the various restrictions and conditions imposed l)y the 
Coveinment and it would he easting a slur on Hie administrative I'apacity of 
our couiitryiiuui if in this era of all-round progress our hands are tit*d tighter 
instead of giving us a free hand in the mnnagenn'iit of our owm affairs' of 

which w'(> are p(M*ha|^s the best jn Iges. Moreover, our budget has to be 

submitted to the Divisional (’ mimissioner, to whom the welfare of the people 
under his charge is not a matter of l.ttle importaiiee and he has the fullest 

])ow'er to modify our budget if necessary. I must say liere that 1 fail to 

lollow the foieo of the argument of the llon’ble Mr. Mazuiiidar that because 
of iJllieial majority the people in the district are not proi)erly supplied wdth 
w%'itcr. Why, have not the officials a conscience? 1 dare say that they feel 
more than many of us, non-officials, for the raiyats for where wo have many 
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things to attend to, their duty is to attend to the welfare of the people who 
are placed in their charge. Under the circumstances, I cannot advocate any 
measure which proposes to brand our District Boards with the stigma of 
incompetency. The principle now followed by the Governmont in giving us 
gentle hints as to how we are to spend our income is much better than any 
hard^ind-fast rule which will be hanging as a halter round the neck of the 
District Board. As the figures for 1915-16 are not available yet, I am taking 
the figures of 1914-15 to show what would have been the state of affairs in 
1915-16 if this Resolution had been moved and accepted a year ago. In 
1914-15 the closing balance was Rs. 43,30,000 or so. One-third of the closing 
balance was 14 J lakhs, and the ordinary expense on water-supply was about 
Rs 53,000. According to this Resolution an outlay of 20 lakhs or 400 per cent, 
in excess of what is ordinarily spent would have been required in 1915-16. 
What would have been the eftect of this sudden increase can bo easily 
imagined by any man of business. Even recently we had our own experi- 
ence when asked to disposB of the huge grants on education. To be candid, 
I am never for any sudden change like this ; they are more injurious than 
beneficial. Progress is always best when it is made slowly and carefully. 

The proposal to allot to water-supply a fourth of what wo are receiving 
under the head of Public Works Cess is much more reasonable, but ewon this 
interference is uncalled for. In fact, during last year, in the whole province 
26'6 per cent, of the total receipt of the Public Works Cess was spent on 
water-supply. 

My Lord, from my personal experience, I can assure the Council that the 
District Boards arc not so apathetic towards the water-supply problem as 
they arc supposed to he by people who are prone to pass comments on 
them from a distance. If we are guilty of not spending much on water-supply 
the fault is not our own ; it is rather iho fault of the circular issued (luring 
the term of Sir A. Fraser which demands ono-third of tli(‘ cost of digging 
tanks and wells from the inhabitants of the bxjality. Unless this (jiroular is 
withdrawn, it will never bo possible for District Boards to spend much 
on water-supply, because people in many parts of the country are too poor tn 
make this contribution. Jt is wortliy of note, however, that larger amounts 
are being spent on water-supply since sonio relaxations were made in the 
above rule, and I hope that with the withdrawal of the circular lliesn amounts 
will continue to ho increased without any interference as is conteniplatcMi by 
this Resolution. With these few words, my Lord, T request the Council to 
reject this Resolution.” 

The Hon’ble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR said 

“My Lord, when I came to this Council, I had no intention of taking j)iirt 
in the debate on this Resolution. I would bave only contented myself 
witli listening to the eloquence of my Hon’ble friends. But after what I have 
just heard on both sides of the question, I desire to say something, Jn t he first 
place, I would give my whole-hearted support to Uie Resolution moved by 
my Hon’blo friend, Mr. Provash Chundor Mitter. I have lieard the arguments 
as urged from different points of view and nobody can accuse inv. of not being 
a supporter of local self-government. It is only owing to tlio partial granting 
of local self-government to us that I am speaking in this Council to-day. 

•My Lord, all honour to the Members representing the District lioards 
for their valiant stand, but 1 think none of them have made out a case to show 
that, the indictmeut that has been made against them by my Hon’ble friend 
has no justification. Only in 3 District Boards out of 25 there is a noniiiiatec] 
majority. In others there is a majority of elected Monibisrs. And th(ire is 
nothing to show that the elected Members urged for the improvoimmt of 
rural water-supply and they failed. In the Municipal lj(xly to wiiich I have 
the honour to belong, there is a majority of nominated Members, but the 
views of the elected Members, even when they are not given effect to. 
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arc pressed with unabated earnostnoHs. The elected Meiiibers of the District 
Hoards havo done nothing in that direction. My Lord, 1 am of opinion 
that this Kosolution should bo carried. ] do not commit myself whether 
one-third or oin)-fourth of the Public Works Cess should bo devoted to the 
purpose of rural watc^r-supply. 1 will leave that to Ghwerninent wl^b may 
also leave it to the senso of reHiK)nHibdity of the District Hoards. But 
what I want is that the District Hoards should be compelled to spend at 
least a portion of it towards rural wat(U*-8Upply. And wh(3n we think of 
the villag(irs <lrinking muddy water from roadsidtj nullahs 1 do not think 
even the most ardemt supporter of local scdf-govenirnenl would object to this 
Resolution being carried. 

Anoth<ir argument has been put forward by my Hon’blc friend, Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Kay, t, hat the activities of tlic District Ifoanls are often 
hampered by the Circulars and Resolutions of Coveriirncnt issued from time to 
time. And as regards the (luestion of water-BU[)ply he says that the District 
Hoards cannot taki* up any work because there is a Circular of (jlovorninent 
that for any j)arti(!ular work in that direction a (juarter of th(^ (<x])('ns(5H must 
come from the |)ublic. Hut 1 understand, My Lord, that that (hreular has been 
withdrawn.” 


The llon’l.le KUMAR SllIH SllEKlIAKEvSWAU RAY said 
" Not withdrawn, but it has been relaxed in practice.” 

The llon’hlo RAl RADIIA ClIARAN PAL BAHADUR continuing 
said : — 

It comes to (hi? same thing. They are not being hamj ered in any way 
now. And if wo are. to justify the self-govt ruing institutions of this country 
we must put our liouse in order.” 


rhe llonblo HAHU MAHENDRA NATH RAY said 

” My Lord, wo are very miieh obliged to our Hon’ble friend, Mr. Provash 
( under Mitter, for the facts and figures he has given us. Ho cries over a 
etimplaint which is very old and which, as he junuts otit, has been repeated in 
the (joviTiiment Resolutions year after year. I have, however, very grave 
doubts whethor the remedy he proposes is the right out'. The position was 
vt'ry fairly summed u])in the last Re.soliition of Your Exeelleney’s Gov(3rnmenl 
on tlio working of tlio District Hoards, and as ii may have escaped the 
memory of sonu* of ns, I sliall take Your Excellency’s leave to read out a 
portion of the Resolution which deals with this point : 

‘ It IS disappointing to find in sonic districts a lack of spontaneous 
participation by the villagers in the task of improving tlm water-supply. 
Sehemes in Hank lira and Midnapore wore hampered by the unwillingness of 
till' villagers to coiitrihiiti* the one-third share of the cost, which in ordinary 
circumstances it is just an<l reasonal)le tliift they should provide. In the 
ilistricts of Murshidahad and the 24-Pargana8, proposals for the improvement 
of private tanks on certain conditions and for the excavations of new tanks 
on lauds made over to the Hoards for tlie purpose did nut prove a success 
owing to the reluctance of proprietors to enter into agreements with the 
Hoards. In the Chittagong Division an increased number of applications for 
grants-in-aid by owners of private tanks indicates a livelier appreciation 
by I he public of the facilities now made available through the District Hoards. 
The (rovenior in Council earnestly apj»eal both to the common sense of the 
peasantry for their co-operation in the movemoiit for mitigating a want so 
ke« nly felt in rural Bengal, and to the public spirit of the land-owners for 
their assistance in finding land for the purpose. District Boards have been 
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advised to make partioular uao of tlioir resoiircoR diir!n^:j the current year 
(that ifi» the year in which wo are) from the Public Works Cess on the exca- 
vation of tanks.’ 

This is, I oonsMor, a very fair estimate of the present situation and the 
difficulties which the District Boards are mooting with. It is fnmi tiu' 
figures which are supplied in the last Govcrnimiiit^Rosolution on the working 
of the District Boar<ls in Bengal that it would appear that the outlook is bad 
no doubt, but not quite hop.il( 33 s. Wo find, for instance, that in tho year 
1914-15 the total (^xpiuiditiiro by the District Boards on water-supply and 
water- works amounted to nearly 6 lakhs of rupees, which constitutes a fifth 
of the whole of the Public Works (Joss surrenderoJ to the District Boards 
four years ago. 'Fake these figures in comparison with tlie figures for tho 
year immediately preceding, e.fi., those for the yt^ar 19I;M4. Tho total e.\pen- 
dituro on water-supply an(l water-works amounted to Rs. 8,71.000 ; a progress 
from Rs. 8,71,000 to nearly 6 lakhs of rupees is not perhaps satisfactory, 
seeing that a Iarg (3 sum was surrendered to tho District Boards four years 
ago for purposes of which water-supply was tho chic^f one. Still the pro- 
gress is noteworthy, and in view of the difficulty which tho Oov(‘rinrtent 
Resolution points out, it is time We should take heart and not despair of tho 
working of local 8 ( 3 lf-governni(mt. I am in perfect sympathy with the 
Hon’hle Members who represent the District Boards in the Presidency and 
in tho Rajshabi Divisions in their deConco, which it is their duty to make, 
of tho District Boards. No doubt, as I have said, tho outlook is bad, but th(' 
object of true statesmanship is not with tho fretfulness of the iK^vioe ta 
attack existing institutions, but to find out whore the true remeily lic^s. It is 
for my friend to the left (the Hon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazuindar) 
and not for me to defend the political “ shibboleths ” which Ijavo been 
criticised by one of the elected Members of this Council. It is not for me 
but for others to discuss that point. But it lias boon said that ili(‘ 
Magistrate of the district stands in the way of all pious desires on tlie 
part of the minority who are the elected Members of the District Board 
to apply a substantial portion of the surrendered Public Works Cess to 
water-works. Well, I have not got tlie experience of many District Boards ; 

1 have, however, a quarter of a century of cxporionce of a District Board 
very near this town. 1 have never found any opposition on tho f)art of 
the Magistrate or of the District Engineer, tlio much-abused man, of 
whom we have heard so much to-day, to do anything against an attempt 
to apply a substantial portion of tliis surrendered grant to this purpose. 
What we find is this ; the schemes have to be prepared and they have 
been prepared in most of the districts. Wo consult tho sul)ordmato IkkIIoh. 
the Local Boards and Union Committees where they exist for tho purpose 
of helping ns in selecting where tanks can bo excavated or where tanks 
belonging to private owners can be re-oxcavated. We do ncit find on the 
part of tho people whom wo approach that sympathy which is to b(* 
expected. What are the District Boards to do under such circumstances ? 
Are the District Boards to throw away a consideraljle portion of the 
money thus set apart into the tanks, and then to say : * Wo have spent so much 
money on water-supply?’ 1 have no doubt that when ilio por>ple who are 
owners of private tanks and other people who can help tlie District Boards in 
acquiring lands at less than market value realise the gravity of thi» sitiialiori 
and the importance of the question, the District Boards will bo able to giit on. 

•I perfectly agree with my Hon’ble friend to my left (Babu Ambica 
Charan Maziimdar) that the constitution of the District lioanls is not satis- 
factory. Those of you who belonged to the obi (Jouncil will rememimr that I 
struggled my best to have them reconstituted. But why attack the District 
Boards ? Why don’t you deal with them as they are ? 1 am very glad to find 
that those of us who have experience of tho actual working of the Dlstricjt 
Boards do not take that gloomy and despondent vic 3 w and do not ondors(3 that 
pugilistic attitude towards those institutions, which those who have very littlt^ 
experience of these Hoards desire to take up. My learned friend who 



502 


Be^duixon. 


[4th September, 


* [JSaiu Akhil Chandra Datta^ 

ropresents the District Boards of the Burdwan Division was very ambiguous. 
I do not Enow whether he supported the motion or opposed it. My Hon’ble 
friend said that we should not restrict the powers ol tlie District Boards. 1 
agree with him ; but at the same time if my Hon’ble friend said that there 
should be a Government mandate directed to the District Boards that they 
should spend so much, then 1 certainly do not agree, and I am quite sure the 
bodies whom he represents do not agree. There is, as I have said, no lack of 
funds ; my Hon’ble friend Rai Debonder Chunder Ghose Bahadur has 
suggested the experiment of lotting out tanks to fishermen ; I think it is a 
very good idea, and I doubt not it will be utilized by private individuals. 
It is not in lack of funds, but only in the absence of properly developed 
schomos, and of that full co-operation which wo expect from owners of private 
tanks and people at large, that the District Boards are experiencing difficulty. 
From year to year the Government have been pressing upon the District 
Boards the necessity of increasing the expenditure, and I am quite sure that 
the pressure which is being put on them is bearing fruit. In a Council con- 
sisting largely of *non-official members elected by representative bodies there 
is j|io occasion, where legitimate pressure is being put upon local bodies for 
the purpose of doing their duty, to desire the record of a Resolution asking 
Government to interfere. 

P'or these reasons, I am sorry, I cannot support the Resolution. If I were 
to choose between the first part of the Resolution of the Hon’ble Mr. Provash 
Chunder Mitter and the amendment proposed by the Hon’))le Maulvi Abul 
Kasom, I shall certainly choose the latter. A very groat practical difficulty is 
attached to directing that a third of the closing balance in the case of each 
of the District Hoards should be allotted for the purpose indicated. I hope, 
my Lord, the Council will not consider it desirable to have a record here of 
the inefficiency of District Boards, because under the circumstances the 
Government Resolution of the last year sots out, it is not the District Boards 
alone who are responsible.” 

(At this stage the Council was adjourned for an hour for lunch.) 

The Hon’ble BAHIJ AKIIIL CHANDRA DATTA said :~ 

“ My Lord, I do not see the propriety of the Resolution. At all events, I 
do not see the propriety of the Resolution being moved by non-official Members. 

1 have no quarrel with the Hon’ble Member on the merits of the Resolution. 
It relates to a non-controversial matter. In fact, the Resolution asks for 
something which is of the most vital importance to the millions of my country- 
men. I am not aware of anything more important than the question of rural 
water-supply. But none the less I fail to understand how a Resolution like 
this can come with good grace from the non-official Members, some of whom 
have been returned to the Council by the District Boards themselves. It is, 
of course, a mere accident that the Hon’ble Mover of this Resolution does not 
come within the latter category. It is an impeachment not of the Govern- 
ment but of the District Boards. I am not one of those who like to mince 
matters even if they go against ourselves. We must have the courage to look 
facts in the face. But this is a matter which rests entirely with the District 
Boards and not with Government. The Government may very well say this 
to the District Boards and through them to the people of Bengal : 

* We have given you money. We have surrendered the Public Works 
(Jess to you. We have indicated in the most unmistakable language our 
desiro that you should spend more money upon rural water-supply than you 
have done. In view of all this, why should your representatives come up 
wdth Resolutions like this.’ 

In fact, will it not be something like carrying coal to Newcastle if we 
were to convoy a request like this to the District Boards ? In answer to this 
Resolution Ijhe Government may very well say — 

' Do your duty, and the purpose of the Resolution will be accomplished.’ 
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There is another ground upon which I question the propriety of this Reso- 
lution. The Hon’ble Mover is simply asking the Government to inlerfore with 
the freedom of the District Boiirds. When the Government first surrendered 
the Public Works Cess to the District Boards the grant was made uncondi- 
tionally and if I remember aright — for I am speaking from memory — the 
Government said in so many words that they (the Government) 
would leave them free in the matter of the utilization of this now income. 
Is it proper that we should court an interference ? Some Hon’ble Members 
have spoken about the constitution of the District Boards and asked for more 
elected Members and for non-official Chairmen. I quite appreciate their 
observations, and I yield to none in my keenness about thoao reforms. But I 
should think that they are more or loss irrelevant to the Resolution just now 
before us. The reforms suggested may well be the subject-matter of an 
independent Resolution or legislation. 

On these grounds, I oppose this Resolution, although I am in perfect 
agreement with tlie principle sought to bo laid down for the guidance of the 
District Boards.” 


The Hon’ble Nawab Sir SYED SHAMS-UL-HUDA said 

“ My Lord, I have listened with very great interest to tlie debate which 
has taken place, and i welcome the discussion which has helped to clear the 
air of a great deal of vague ideas that have prevailed on the subject. On one 
point all of us are united, that is to say, wo all recognise the vital importance 
of a go(^ water-supply for the rural areas of Bengal. Those who support the 
Resolution and those who oppose it, all recognise that ; and so far as we arc 
concerned we have shown by the circulars which wo have issued from time to 
time, that wo also fully recognise the importance of the question. My llon’blo 
friends who have spoken on the subject have all recognised the efforts that 
have boon made from time to time by Government to irapross upon the District 
Boards the imperative necessity of spending large sums of money on water- 
supply. It cannot, therefore, be 8ai<l that Government can possibly approach 
this question with any prejudice in their mind. There are several difficulties 
in the way of our accepting the original Resolution as well as the amendment 
proposed by the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasein. In the Resolution it is recom- 
mended that no less than one-third of the closing balance for the official year 
1916-17 should be spent on rural water-supply. 1 perhaps misunderstood my 
Hon’ble friend, as I thought he wanted Government definitely to pass an 
order on the District Boards that they must spend one-third of their balancos 
on water-supply in addition to the amount that has been spent by them in 
1914-15 and 1915-16. I now understand the Hon’ble Mover of the Resolution 
wants Government only to request the District Boards to spend that particular 
sum on water-supply. As a matter of fact wo have made repeated requests, 
and if those requests have failed to produce their effect, I doubt very much 
if another request will be more effective, but I do not admit that the Circu- 
lars that we have issued from time to time and our Resolutions have failed 
to produce any effect. I do not admit it, and although 1 would personally 
very much wish that more money was spent by District Boards on water- 
supply, I do not think that the case is at all hf)polcH8. The figures for the last 
few years relating to expenditure on water-supply have been quoted, but [ 
take the liberty to repeat them — 




Rb. 

1912-13 

... 

... 2,00,000 

1913-14 

... 

... 3,71,000 

1914-15 

... 

... 5,96,000 


The latest figures which probably were not available to my friends who have 
spoken on the Resolution are those of 1915-16. The amount spent in 1915-16 is 
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Rb. 7^28,000, BO that it must be admitted that there has been a stead}'^ progress 
in the expe^ituro of the District Boards on water-supply. There would be 
grave objection to tell all the District Boards that they must spend one-third of 
their balances on Water-supply. The conditions ot the various District Bfjards 
differ. The necessity for water-supply differs from district to district, and, as 
was pointed out in the discussion which took place in the Imperial Council, 
they differ from time to time. The closing balance is very deceptive. That 
hu been shown by numerous speakers who have syioken on this subject. It 
does not show that the closing balance — the whole of it-^-is available for 
District Boards to spend as they like. Very often the closing balance includes 
sums of money which are already ear-marked for particular projects that they 
have not been able to can-y out. it often happens that the closing balance 
shown at the end of the financial year, or a groat deal of it at least, is wiped away 
a few months later on projects connected with earthwork which are generally 
in progress in March and end by about May. It may be that particular 
districts will have little or no closing balances at the end rd the year. What 
the closing balance of 1916-17 will be, no one can say at the present moment, 
and it would not be right for Government to pass an order, even if Govern- 
ment were prepared to do so, which will coinpf‘1 every District Board, irres- 
pective of their requirements, to spend a definite sum on a definite scheme. 
I have examined the figures for various years from 1913-14 to 1915-16 of the 
various District Boards in the province. Some of them show a great desire 
to spend more money on water-supply, and as regards those, it is not necessafy 
for Government to goad them to more rapid progress. As has been pointed 
out by the Hon’ble Babu Siirendra Nath Hay, they may not have ready 
Bclmmes and are not likely to have them in the short time that the Resolution 
permits them, it may not be possible for them to have matured scheinos and 
by pressing them to spend money without such schemes, wo may be compel- 
ling them to waste money which might otherwise be used on more useful 
purposes. 

Now take the figures in respect of some of the District Boards. For 
instance in Burdwan in 1913-14, they spent Rs. 8,146 on water-supply, and 
ill 1914-15 the figures rose to Rs. 54,000. According to my friend’s Resolu- 
tion, wo must toll the Burdwan District Board they have not done their duty 
and that they should sp(uid more money on water-supply. Then take the case 
of Hooghly : in 1913-14 the expomliluro was Rs. 6,914 ; in 1915-16 it rose to 
Ks. 16,000. 

In the 24-Parganaa from Ra. 6,800 the expenditure rose to Rs. 36,500. 

In Nadia from Rs. 10,600 to Rs. 29,800, 

In Murshidabad from Rs. 6^500 to Rs. 16,600. 

In Dacca from Rs. 33,754 to Rs. 51,000. 

In Chittagong from Rs. 14,000 to Rs. 63,000. 

In Noakhali from Rs. 3,679 to Rs. 44,378. 

In Rajshahi from Rs. 8,593 to Rs. 22,595. « 

In Malda from Rs. 5,300 to Rs. 12,241. 

These figures show that it would not bo right to say that the District 
Boards generally are apathetic or that the official Chairman of the District 
Board stands in the way of money being spent on water-supply. Even 
without this indication of the desire on the part of the District Boards to rise 
to their responsibilities, there is the question of principle which we cannot 
ignore. Reference has been made to the recommendations of the Decentralis- 
ation Committee. The Committee, in paragraph 778 of their Report, 
distinctly recommended that District Boards should be fettered as little as 
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possible in spending tlioir resources. When the Public Works Coss was 
made over to the Districit Boards^ tlio Government of India said that they left 
it to the Local Government to determine, if necessary, to what specific 
projects this increased income slioulJ bo devoted, but they trusted that a 
substantial portion of this sum would be set apart for the improvement of 
rural water-supply, for anti-malarial ineaKuros and gtmerally for the improve- 
ment of village sanitation. In accordance with this letter, and probably not 
exactly understanding what the Government of India meant, wo drafti^d our 
Cess Bill, and in that way reserved the power of laying down the ])roportion in 
which the Public Works Cess was to be used for sp(‘eific purposes, but when 
vse Bulnnilted tho Bill to the Government of India they said that we had 
misunderstood their intentions and they thought that it would be sullieioiit 
to reserve to tho Local Government a general power of control to bo kept in 
reserve and exercised only in cases of default by any parti'uilar Board not 
providing for any particular 8(jrvic(^. That was tho din'ction which tho 
Government of Imlla gave* us, and, c«)nsi(h‘rmg that we an^ dealing with self- 
governing Ixxlie.s, T think it is a sound matter of principle that Government 
should cease from iiiterh'ring with tlie dis(;n‘tion of bodies. 

A groat deal of argument has btvm adduced on tho (]neslion as to whether 
those Boards, witli only half-apjx)int(»d iM(‘ml)ers and only half-cjlected 
M(}inbers, can be said tr) be represejitativo IsMlies, or in a true smise self- 
governing l)oilies. 1 do not think 1 should enter into a discussion (d“ a side 
issue like this, but it is suflieiemt for me to sa 3 % in the first jiLicis that 
although there may not be an eleeteil majority in the district Boards there is 
a non-ot!i(‘ial majority in tho Boards, for, under s(‘etion 7 of ilio Act, not more 
than oiu’-half of the appointinl Memlxu's may be salaried siu'vauts of 
Government. The result is tliat only one-fourth can be official Mmiiliers. 

One of my IIoii’Me friends remark(^d, that he mad(^ no distinction 
between official AbniilMU's anti non-official iMcnih(?rs appointt^d by (iov(*rjiinenl. 
Wo have^nir own exptn-ienct* of this in this Council. We hav(‘ our appointed 
non-official Memix'rs, and if you lo)k to tho debates f)f this (Council and to 
tlio division lists, j"ou will find that the non-official Mcniilnn’s who w(5re 
appointed by Government have voted against Government more often than 
they have vot(xl on tho side of Govtirnincnt. Jlowevoi-, this is only aside 
issue. I would assume for the present that those lioards are not self-govern- 
ing bodies in the sens(* in wdiich many of my Iloii’bh^ friends would iik(3 to use 
that expression, but they will In* glad to h*arn that we are soon going to 
advance in that diro(ttion. It may be within thci re(!oIle(;tion of this Council 
that wlnui a Resolutioii was moved last year by IJabu Sunnidra Nath Banorjee 
fertile improvement and development of HoJI-govi^rning bodic.s in Bengal, I 
informed the Coumn’l that we were euntemplating an c-b'cted majority in the 
constitution of ibese Boards. Wi' were then thinking f)r (‘staldishing Village 
Unions all over Bengal, and I am glad to find that most of my lloirble 
friends have n'cognisi'd that with the oslablisbnifnt of the Village llflions 
most of these difficnlties will disappear. As n^gards this matter wc; have not 
been idle ; wti have drafted a Bill which is ready and which will now be 
considered hy the Commissioners at their Confenmec. and al‘t(*r that we hope 
to send t lie Bill to the Governmont of India as early as |» )ssibl(j for their 
sanction, and I may be permitted to hope that next year in the, beginning 
of tho Session wo will be able to introduce that Bill. WIkui W(; have done 
that, tho practical que.siion Avill probably bo solved, because it is our desire 
that those Boards should be financed largtdy nut of tlie Publics Works C(3Sh. 
When the Public Works (Jess is distributed among the Village Unions, no one 
will say that they would be unmindful of their own ini crests. At any rate, 
there will be nr) obstructive District Magi‘*tratc, as my Hnn’blc friends are 
disposed to bx)k at him, to prevent them from doing what is best in their 
interests. These Union Committees, as I saicl once before, would bo put on an 
elective basis, and they will choose tho Merribors for what will be called tlie 
Circle Boards, which will supplant the present Local Boards ; and when the 
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Circle BoardH are establiHhed, we propose that they should elect one-third of 
the Memberfl of the District Boards. This is what we contemplate and this 
is what we hope in the course of a few months to bring into practice, and 
] am perfectly certain if my Hoii’ble friend would consider ihis, he would find 
that this is undoubtedly the best solution of the problem. 1 hope it is only 
a question of a few months. My Hon’ble friend’s Resolution, even if it were 
carried, will take as much time, probably more, to give ofiect to it. From what 
the Uon’blc Babu Surendra Nath Ray has said, 1 am inclined to think that 
the time given to District Boards to frame their. schemes is rather short, and 
they would not be able to frame their schemes within the time that the Resolution 
wants them to do. In any case, the Resolution carries ns to the next year because 
it rolcrs to one-third of the closing balance of 1916-17 to be sj)ont in 1917-18. 
I trust that it will be possible before 1917-18 to put into operation our scheme 
of village selE-govornincnt. The Resolution therefore loses much of its practi- 
cal importance. It is clear from the figures I have quoted that all the District 
Boards are not remiss m their duties ; but what we will do is this, and I hope 
it will satisfy the Hon’ble Mover, as well as those who have supported it, we 
shall examim* the figures for the last year and if we find that any particular 
District Board has neglected its duty in this direction, we will, instead of 
passing a general order or making any general request, deal with that parti- 
cular Bojird as one in default. This is what w^o propose to do, and I believe 
that this will be accepted by my Ilon’ble friends as a solution of the difficulty 
that has been troubling them. Probably, it is not known to many Hon’ble 
Members, at least I have not heard it referred to, that we did, as early as 
the year 1912, ask the District Boards to have a water survey, and I believe 
all the District Boards— there may be some exceptions, I cannot say — have 
completed this water survey. Bui a mere survey is not enough. They 
require an organisation for carrying out the work, and it was only last year 
that wo told them they were not to look up the Public Works Uoss in any 
recurring expenditure of any kind. Our object was that they may be pre- 
pared to make over the Public Works Cess when Union Committees come 
into existence without any inconvenience. 


A great deal has been said as regards the Circular which insisted on the 
villagers contributing one-third of the cost of the excavation of tanks. That 
Circular was issut^d long ago, and it was issued long belore the Public Works 
Ck'ss was assigiHMl to the l)istrict Boards. I believe that after the assignment 
of the Piiblie Works Cess many District Boards have not felt tlieinselvep 
fettered by that Clroiilar. Tbe Circular issued in 1915 would be sufficient 
authority for District Boards willing to spend more money, to relax that 
condition. IIowev(‘r, as it has been said that that Circular stands in the way, 
we will consider the desirability of withdrawing it. That will enable the 
Distriet Boards to spend more freely money on water-supply than they have 
done, but tljere an^ other difficulties poiiiteil out by the Ilon’ble Babu 
Mahendra Nat li Kay that stand in the way. The one-third contribution was 
insisted on in days when the District Boards had not sufficient money, and 
hen Government promised to ])ay a c»^rtain portion of the money spi*nt on 
water-supply. It was done with the object of taking soinotliing from the 
owners of tanks who wanted their tanks to be excavated at the cost of the 
Distriet Boards. I think it was eminently a Jhst demand. Experience has, 
however, shown that the system of entering into contracts with ownm-s of old 
silted up tanks, tp dig their tanks at the cost of Government, lias not been as 
successful as it was originally expected. It olten happened that some 
co-sharer who did not disclose himself when the contract was entered into, 
turned up when the tank w\a8 excavated, and said that he bad a share in 
the tank and that he had not agreed to the terms. This difficulty has 
induced Distriet Bcxirds in many iJiices to acquire lands and to excavate 
new tanks of their own instead of excavating tanks of private persons. I ^ 
consider this to be more satisfactory than the old practice. 1 think that in. 
suedi cases the District Boards will not demand any contribution from the 
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villagers. However, if the old Circular still stands in the way, we shall 
consider whether it should not bo withdrawn. 

I am sorry, my Lord, that I have to oppose the Resolution, both on the 
general principle of non-interforonce with the discretion of local l>odios as 
well as on the ground that iny Hon’ble friend has not proved by the figures lie 
has quoted that the District Hoards have gone so hopeh^ssly wrong in this 
matter that it is necessary for tlie local Government to exercise iheir power 
of control and correction. It may be — 1 do not admit that it is so — that the 
District Hoards do not now truly represent the rural people, but very soon, 
as I have said already, they will be so represented ; and I do not think that it 
is desirable that we should take a step now which a few months hence will 
bo considered as a retrograde step and an unnecessary interference with the 
liberties of self-governing bodies. For those reasons 1 am sorry that 1 am 
not able to accept either the original Resolution or the aniendmont proposed 
by the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

As regards tlie road cess it is probably correct that under the present 
conditions village roads do not receive the same attention from the District 
Boards that they deserve. There nuay bo a great deal of force in tliat argu- 
ment ; but, as I have said, the whole question will bo solved when the 
villagers themselves make their own roads, Hon’ble Members should not, 
as I have said, insist on Government taking a step which will be against their 
declared policy of non-interference with self-governing bodies. Wo have in 
recent years tried to relax the rules which constitute interference with 
District Hoards to almost a minimum, and wo do not wish to go back on what 
we have done. I hope what I have said will satisfy Hon’blo Members, and 
they will see their way to withdraw the iiosolution and the amendment. As 
I have already said, instead of passing a general order, we will examine the 
cases of individual Hoards, and, in regard to those in default, wo will lake such 
measures as we think best, in order to press upon them to spend more money 
on water-Hupply, I think I am going to meet the wislies of itjy Hon’hle 
friends as far as they can reasonably expect, and I hope this will be, for the 
present, considered quite enough, in view of all that I have said,” 


The Hon’ble Mr. PROVASH CH UNDER MITTER said 

“My friend, the Hon’blo Nawab Sir Syod Shams-ul-IIuda, has said that 
the discussion has been helpful in clearing many points peu-tinent to lliis 
question, and from this point of view I dosire to say a few words on some of 
the points that have been raisod by my friends in the course of the discussion. 

Tho Hon’blo Babu Surondra Nath Ray has said that the Resolution is not 
practical as schemes are not ready and are not likely to be ready within the 
short time required by my Resolution, and the Hon’ble Nawab Sahib has 
supported him. But, ray Lord, I desire to draw the attention of IJon’ble 
Members of this Council to the fact that so far back as the year 1912 in tho 
Resolution passed after the informal Conforence at Darjeeling, tin* District 
Boards were requested to prepare a water survey, and they were later on 
requested to prejiare schemes. If in the course of these three or f(»iir years 
they have not been able to prepare their surveys and schemes, tho chances are 
that if they go on as they have been going on in the past they will not bo 
able to do anything even if ten years’ time bo given to them.” 


The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA NATH RAY said 

“That was before tho Public Works Cess was handed over to the District 
Board.” 
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[4th September, 


[j/r. P. (7. Millet; Mauhi Ahul Ka%em,'\ 

TKe lIon’Ue^ME. PllOVASII ClIUSDER MlirEll, continuing, said 

“ Yo 8, only a few moiitlia before and you had about three years after the 
Burreiidoi** but, my Lord, the Ilon’ble Member should remember that I ask 
the District lioards, — the 25 District Boards in Bengal, — to spend a sum of 
about 8 to lU lakhs ovor an area of 67,000 square miles. Each District Board 
will have to prepare a scheme suitable to its local requirements although 
perhaps they liave done nothing in the past ; it ought not to be difficult 
ior them to frame a schemo costing about Rs. 40,000 or Rs. 50.000 over an 
area of, say, 5,000 square miles. But, my Lord, after the assurance of the 
llon’ble th(5 Nawab Sahib that a new state of things will come into existence 
when we shall have tlio direct voice of the people who are afiecte<l and 
who pay the tax(js, I hope that this deplorable state of affairs will no longer 
con tin qo. 

The llon’ble Babu vSurendra Nath Ray has urged that the Itesolution 
interferes with the libcrtit^s of local self-government, but my friend has not 
attempted tt) moe^t my reasons. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray has said something about the 
irapn^ssions of a novice. My Lord, when a new mind is brought to bear upon 
a subject it might perliaps sometimes be helpful. Looking at the affairs of the 
District Board with which he has been connected for many years, I find a 
fairly deplorable state of things. Jn that particular District Board, I find, for 
example, in the year 1913-14 with a total income of Rs. 1,29,000 they have 
spent the splendid sura of Rs. 3,400, that is, less than 3 ])er cent, on water- 
supply. It 1 may bo permitted to refer to another important question — vaccina- 
tion — I may state that, that District Board as well as all the others with a total 
income of over a croro of rupees have spent the splendid sum of Rs. 800, and 
the particular district of Howrah spent the magnificent sum of Rs. 194. So 
perhaps sometimes questions examined by new minds may bo helpful even to 
Members who have been there for a long time, but,! can well appreciate their 
irritation. 

My Lord, 1 do not propose to deal with the various points raised because 
after the llon’ble Nawab Sahib’s assurance, wo have at any rate got this use- 
ful infoniiatioii that within a few months wo may fairly expect that there will 
be real self-government, and if wo have real village self-government, we may 
fairly expect ih(‘- people to look after their own needs. As condition of things 
on th(^ basis of whicli 1 ventured to place the Resolution before the Council 
will soon cease to exist. I do not wish to press the Resolution, and I beg leave 
to> withdraw my Resolution.” 


The Hon’ble MAULVI ABUL KASEM said 

“ My Lord, after the remarks tliat have fallen from the Hon’ble Member 
in charge, I think the only course ojien to me is to withdraw the amendment. 
We ai’e grateful, however, to th(^ Government that steps are being taken to 
introduce local self-government in a true sense of the word in this part of 
the country.” 

Both the Resolution and the amendment were then, by leave of the Pre- 
sident, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS— No8. 7 and 8. 

Tho following Resolutions which stood in the name of the Hon’ble 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta were, by leave of the President, postponed to the 
next meeting of the Council. 
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[Adjoummenf.] 

This Council recommends to tho Governor in Council that the system of 
Trial by Jury be introduced in all districts in llongal for the trial of all offences 
before Courts of Session. 

This Council recommends to the Govorm^r in Council that the Special 
Jury System, as contemjdated by sub-section (2) of section 269 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, be introduced in all districts in Hengal. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was tlien adjourned shic die. 


A. M. IIUT(M1IS()X, 


Calcutta. 

The 22nd Sepiemher, 19l0. 


Secy, to the (iovt. of Bengal and Secy, to the 

Bengal Legislative Ccnmcil {({ffg.) 


B. 8 Prow— 1-2-1917— 27i)4J-100—C;. W. M. 




Abstract of tho Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 

Thk Council mot in tlu* Council CImmbcr in Oovcrnmont Houses on 
Wednesday, the ISth Docenihor. 1916, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excoll(‘n(;y the Ki^ylit Hon’blc Thomas David, Hakon Carmiciiakl 
OK iSkirlixo, (».(’. I. e., k.c.m.u., Governor if the Presidenetj of 
port iniliam in Bengaf presiding, 

Tlit^ Ilon’hh^ Mr. V. C. Lyon, c.s.i., Vice-President, 

Tlic Hon’hlo Nawau Sir Sykd Sham.s-ud-Huda, k.c.i.e. 

The Hon’hlc Mr. N D. Bkatson Belk, (’.s.i., c.i.e. 

Th(‘ Hon’hic Si;i{oeon-(Jeneuak W. \l, Edwards, c.k., (\m.o. 

T1h‘ Hon’blo Mr. F. d. Monahan. 

The Hoii’IiIh Mr. Ch .1. Stevhnson-Moork, (W.o. 

Th(‘ Uon’bh‘ Mr. d. 11. Kerr, (M.k. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. d. Donald. 

Tile Hon’bh^ Mu. II. il. CUKKN. 

The lion l)h' Mr. C, H. Bom das. 

Th(^ Ilon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornell. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. W. Goode. 

The Hon’blo Mr. 11. P. Duval. 

The llon’blo IIai Priya Nath Mukhar.ii Bahadur. 

The ilon’ble Nawau Bahadur of Murshidarad, k.i’.s.i., k.c.v.o., Amir- 
ul-Omrmi. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.i.e. 

Tlie Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. Mackenzie. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. C. Godfrey. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Aminuk Uaiiaian. 

Tlie Ilon’bh? B.a.ia Hrishikesh Laha, cm.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. Glen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 



512 Oath or affirmation of allegiance, [13th December, 

TIm* Hon’bic' Sir Bmay ('ifani) Mahtab, k.c.sj., k.c.i.e.. i.o.m., Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdvvan. 

The Hon’hh' Kumak Shik Suekhakkhwar Ray. 

The llon’hle lUitn Bro.ieni)Ra Kihiior Ray Ciiaudhuri. 

The IRwi’lde Babu Ariin (Ihandra SiNirA. 



TIi(i Hon’hle Rai Dkbkndkr CiiuNDER (those Bahaouk. 

TIk; lioii’hh' Rai Radii a (Iharan Pal Baiiaduk. 

Tl.r Ilon’Ide Mr. K . H. Bray. 

'FIk' Hon’hle Mr. A. Birkmyrk. 

TId‘ Hoii’hle Mr. K. B. Kden. 

The Ilon’ldr Mr. R. A. Martin. 

The Hon’hle Mr. II. R. A. Irwin. 

Th(' Hon’hle Mr. Z. R. Zaiiid Sitiirawardy. 

TIu' H(ni’l)l(^ Maulvi Ahul Kakkm. 

T1h‘ llon’hle Mr. M. Ashrak Ali Khan ('hauduuri. 

The Ho!ri)h‘ Maiilvi A. K. Fazl-hl-IIaq. 

Th(i l[on’hlt‘ Mr. A. Rasul. 

Tin* llon’hle Baju^ Bi!aheni»ra ('iiandra Ray. 

Tlio Hon’hle Mr. Altak All 

The llon’hlo Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

Tho Hon’hle Baiut Akiiil CJiiandra Datta. 

The llon’hh^ Rai Maiiendra (^iandra Mitra Bahadur. 

Th(^ Hon’hh* Baiu iSurendra Nath Ray. 

The llon’lih' Baru Maiiendra Nath Ray, (m.e. 

The llon’hle Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

The llon’hle Babu KisiiORhMoiiAN Chaudhuri. 

Tin* llon’hle Babu Ambika ('iiaran Mazumdar. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1. 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF ALLKGIANCK. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. StevenBou-Mwre, the Hon ’hie Mr. Goode and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Duval made an oath of theii allegiance to the Grown. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaiidhurt 

* 1 . (a) Will t he (ioverninent l)e |)least*d to state how the money deposili’d LftiHiioniH 
in the Collectoratc for landlords* fees under the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885 
(Vni of 1H85), is disposed of ? 

(&) Are the Government aware that money-order commission is realised 
from the depositors of landlords’ fees for the transmission of money to 
landlords, but that in many cases the money is not so transmitted ? 

(c) Will the Government he pleased to staU‘ what amount is in deposit 
under the head of Tiandlonls' fees, and money-order (•(mimission, in the 
several district treasuries, and liow it is intendecl to dispose of the same? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 


“ {a) The Hoirble Meml)er is referred to Rules 24 to 28 of the Rules 
under the B(‘ngal Tenancy Act whi(‘li were published wifh Notification 
Ko. 11574 L.R., dated December 7tli, 1914. By \irtue of clauses (./) and (i) of 
section 1H9 of the Bengal Act these rules have the force of law. 

(5) Yes. Sections 12, 13 and 15 of the Bengal Tenancy Act n^quin' the 
deposit of money-order commission in all cases falling within the sco[)e of 
those sections In cases in wliich tlien* is more than one landlord and no com- 
mon agent or manager the money-order commission is not u.sed unless a joint 
application is made by the several landlords for payment to any individual. 
Steps have been taken to revise the Rules under the Bcmgal Tenaiiey Act, in 
order to make it clear that when landlords’ fe(»s have been forfeited, the money- 
order commission in deposit will be repaid on applieatioii to the depositor or 
his heirs. 

(c) The compilation of the figures asked for wcuild entail an amount of 
labour which would be out of proportion to their value. The follow! ng figures, 
however, show the extent to which landlords* fees have been paid out to 
landlords during the f)ast t hree years : — 


1913- J4 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 


Rs. 


.'\in<»niil pitiil ijiit 


Rs. 


pnid. 


1,53,653 93,306 6072 

1,43,378 1,11,292 77-62 

1,63,552 1,04,416 63-84 


In accordance with Rule 28 of the Rules under the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
all landlords’ fees which cannot be paid out within three years of the service 
of the pre.scribed notice f)ecome liable to forfeiture and, on being declared to 
be forfeited, they are at the disposal of Govermm'ut 

The amount of monev-order conurdssion which is hidd in deposit will 
remain in dc|K)sit until it is used as monev-order cf)mTnission or is returned on 
the application of the depositor or his heirs after the landlords’ fees to which 
it relates have been forfeiterl.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. K. B. Dutt 

* 2. (a) Will the Government l)e pleased to state whether any scheme for Separaum 
the separation of the executive and iudicial functions has been submitted to j^Sciar* 
the Government of this Presidency or to the f)ub]ie for criticism ? tunrtion*. 

(5) Will the Government be plea.sed to state whether any experiment has 
been made in this Presidency towards the .sej)a ration of executive and judicial 
functions as outlined by Sir Harvey Adamson in his speech in the Imperial 
Legislative Council on the 27th March, 1908? 
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(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the result of such 
experiment? 

( d ) If the answer to clause ( b ) l)e in the negative, will the Government 
be pleased to state whether the matter is at present under the consideration 
of the Government and, if so, when is the cx])crinient likely to be tried? 


Answer by the Hon ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The rejdy to the Hon’blc Member s questions is in the negative.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Debendkr Giiunder Ghose Bahadur 

* 3. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the 

judgment of the Calcutta High ('ourl in the case of Clutnder Kant Ghose 
vs. The Calcutta Improvement Trust? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability ol directing or 
advising the (hilcutta Improvement Trust to restoiv, on the usual terms of 
restitution, to the C-or[)oration of Calcutta and to jirivate owners all lands 
outsfde alignments, whicdi had belonged to them and which have been taken 
possession of by the said Trust liefore the said jiidginent was pronounced ? 

(o) Will the Government be pleased to state wbether they are consider- 
ing the introduction in the I^egislative Council of any Bill, amending the 
existing Calcutta Improvement Act, and emhodying provisions in connection 
wilh road and square schemes for the imjiositinn of a irontage rate for 
recoupment owing to betterment, like that obtaining in London, Manchester 
and some states in America, in place of the method of rec'oupment by 
acquisition of selected outside lamls hitherto ailopted by the fhilcutta 
improvement Trust? 

(d) Was there any reason for not emhodying such provisions in the Bill 
which subsequently hwame Bengal Act V of 1911 ? If so, wlmt were those 
reasons? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing a 
Bill amending the existing Calcutta Improvement .\ct, (‘oiitaining a provision 
making it obligatory on the ac(|uiring authority to award, oyer and alKwe the 
market value of the acquired jiroperty, the allowance of 15 per cent, on the 
same as provided for by the Land Acquisition Act, 1R94 (I of 1K94) ^ 

(/) Are the Gover'ninent aware tliat the judgment of the Calcutta High 
Court in the c^ise of Chvnder Kant Ghose vs. The Calcutta Improvement 
Trust has resulted in the diminution of work in the oflice of the Improvement 

Tnist? ... . . 

(cf) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of directing 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust Board to reduce its ]iresent st^ff and 
establishment charges on that account ? 


Answer by the Hon hie Mr. Donald : — 

“ (rt) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(6) The answer is in the negative. 

\c) & (e) The Government of Bengal are not at present prepared to make 
an announcement of their intentions. 

(rf) When legislation for the improvement of Calcutta was first proposed 
jiixivision was made for the imposition of a frontage rate, but this was vetoed 

by the Secretary of State. . 

(/) & (g) Orders have been issued for the temporary suspension of 
operations tW would conflict with the ruling of Mukherji and Cuming, J.J., 
in the appeal from original decree No. 416 of 1916 {Trustees for the Improve- 
ment of Calcutta vs. Chandra Kanta Ghosh). Up to the present no reduction 
of establishment has been necessary on this account.” 
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By the Hou’hle Rai Dkhkndkr (’iivnpkr (Ihosk BAiiApru 

* 4. Will the Government be pleased to state whether it has been pa 

decided to proceed at once with the project of constructing: and starting a 
passenger station at TUtadinghi the Eastern Bengal RailA\ay for the ^ '* 

convenieiiee of the public, as indicated in the memoranclnm of the (Ion eminent 
of Bengal (Railway Department) No. 2256 R. of the 3rd Decemln'r, 1914? 


Answer by the Hon’lde Mu. Gkken : 

“ ft has been decided to defer consideration oi‘ the (juestion of const met 
iiig a passenger station at ritadinghi for the present. 

In the meantime, to give a better jiassenger siTviee to Northern Calcutta, 
the Railway authorities are (‘onsidering (be (jiiestion of laying a ncNV line to 
the north of ('liitpnr yard with stations at (1 h‘ Belgaelna overbridge and the 
Barraekpore overbridge, with a ijossible extension to (’ossipenv station." 


By the lloirblc Rai Dehkndek (’noNnEn (inosE BAiiAorK — 

* 5. (ft) Will the Govei'iimeiit be phmsed to state whether the Public 
Works Division, known as the dessore Drainage Division, eea.sed to exist after j 
it had eomph'led its invest igations and submitted its schemes for thi‘ drainagi' 
if tlie .Iessor(' Division and <4ber neighbouring malarious districts of the 
Prcsideiicy Division * 

(h) Has the result of tlie labours of tlie .lessore Drainage Division been 
wamined and ajiproved by the Governnnmt ' 

(c) If so, what ar(‘ the projects so approved as a fleeting tlH‘ dessore and 
Nadia districts 

(d) Have till' (invernmeiit pas^ed any onhu's din'cting that the recom 
'neinlation of the dessore Drainagi* Division, as regards these two di.st riels, 
.le taken in hand immediatc'lN after the termination of tlie war ' 


Answer by the IJoirble Mn. Gkekn 

“ (a) It would be iiuorreet to saN (hat the dessore Drainage Division 
lias ceased to exist after eompletmn of investigations into the drainage eondi 
dons of the .lessore and otlnu’ districts of the Presidency Division In 11)12 
:he Government of India sanctioned iIk* creation of this Jlivision for a jieriod 
li two years onh. At Ih * exjiiry of this ])eriod this Govi'rnment n^porled 
:;() the (iovernriient of India that they liad sanctioned the retention 
if the Division for a further perioil of two years for further 
nvestigations. The second period of two years ended on the Kith September, 
1916, and ihe Division as a Public AVorks Division has been closed willi effect 
From that date in view of the shortage of superior staff’ of tin* Public Works 
Department owing to the absence* of several officers on military duty. A 
leinporary subdivision of the Nadia Rivers Division, to be called the J)rainag(‘ 
3ijbdivision, lia % however, been sanctioned for a further period of five months 
io continue certain investigations which are now in hand in the districts of 
Nadia and Murshidabad and to maintain the records of w’orks hitherto in 
•harge of tlic .lessore Drainage Division. 

(6), (c) & (d) Reports on the investigations carried out In the .Jessorc*. 
iistrict liave Ix^en submitted to Government, and are under the eonsidcra- 
lion of Government, hut no jirojeets have been finally afifiioved. It will he 
impossible to pass final orders on these jirojects until the complete report 
3f the Sanitary rommissioner to tl»e Government of Bengal on the subject of 
malaria in Bengal has be(*n received.’' 
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By the Hon’ble IIai Dkhkndkr (hiuNi)KR ( Jhosk Bahadur : — 

* 6. (a) Are the Government aware of the circumstances in which 
Zakariah Street, which joins (-hitpur Road to Halliday Street, and which 
was newly made by the Calcutta Improvement Trust arid hand^ over to the 
(’orporation of Calcutta a few months ago, has been cut up by the Calcutta 
Electric Siip])ly Corporation ? 

(h) Is it a fact that just before the transfer of the street to the Corporation 
(-orporation of (‘alcntta a few months ago, has been cut up by the Calcutta 
Electric Su])ply Corporation whether they intended cutting uf) any portion of 
the new .str(*et in the near future and that the re|)ly was that they did not ? 

" (c) 1 s it a fact that shortly after the transfer the Calcutta Electric Supply 

C'orporation cut uf) tin* whole street for the f)urj)ose of laying down unocr- 
ground cables? 

(^) ] s i t a fact t hat the C 'alcutta Electric Supply ( Corporation, the Oriental 
Gas Company and the Bengal JEWephonc Company, who are empowered by 
special legislative (‘nactinents to cut up public roads for their own purposes, 
do so without n'.fercnce to tlic authority responsible for their maintenance ? 

(p) Are the Government aware that these bodies seldom restore the roads 
wfiicli they cut up to their original serviceable condition ^ 

(/) Are ttie Government aware of the general complaint that the Corpora- 
tion of ('alcuttn. who are responsible for the good older and condition of the 
])uhlic streets in Calcutta, arc hampered by the action of the bodies referred 
U) in clause (d) of this (picstion ? 

((/) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
measures for the amendTnent of the law with a view^ to give a controlling voice 
to the authority responsible for tlic maintenance of the city roads ? 


Answer by the llon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

" (a) & (r) Zakariah Street was transferred to the Calcutta Cor[)ora- 
tion by the Improvement Trust on the Ibth August, Itllb. The Calcutta 
Electric Supply (’orporation wrote to the Corporation on the Hth September 
and expressed their intention of laying a main in Zakariah Street. A 
cable has been laid by t he Company in the road, the footpath being also opened 
up for the execution of the work. 

(b) The Improvement Trust wrote to the Calcutta Electric Sup})ly Cor- 
poration on the 17th Eebruary, D)Eh pointing out that all underground wwk 
should be executed before the roads were metalled and I'alling on the Company 
to submit plans showing the {)()sition of any lines or mains which they pro- 
posed to lay down. The Electric Supj>ly Coiporation rejdied on the 27th 
March, 1914, giving an estimate of the cost of a system of overhead mains for 
Zakariah Street and other streets within rmiirovement Scheme No. 1. Tt 
was understood from the letter of the Coinpanv that there would lie overhead 
wires, and that Ihe Company would not require to lay underground cables. 
Tt was not, liowever, clearly stated in the correspondence that underground 
mains would not be laid. Copies of this correspondence are laid on the table. 

((/), (e) & (/) The llon’ble Member is referred to a rejdy given to a similar 
question by the TIon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur at a meeting of the 
Legislative Council held on the 13th December, 1915, a copy of w'hich is laid 
on the table. 

{g) Government are not at present considering the amendment of the 
law^ on the subject.” 
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setters referred to in the answer by the Hon hie Mr. Donam) to Question No, 0 
starred ) asked by the Honble Rai Derknder CiirNDKR Giiosi? Bahadur 
at the Council Meetimj of the ISth December, 1916. 

No. 121. 

(’ALCrn ^ I MPHOVKMEST TrUST. 
E.NMilNEEK ’.S DkI* VJITMENI’, 

5, ('mvk Street. 

Dated 17th February, 19I>}. 

0 THE CHIEF ENGINEER vnd GENERAL MANAGER, 

Calcutta Elect nc Supply Corporation, Limited. 

)eah Sir, 

Hemvilh please find iwo jiriiits showing the area, known as Srhenie .\o. 1. with 
rliieh the Trust are alxmt to deal. 

No. 1 shows the existing arran^reiuent of streets, lanes, ete.. and No. 2 shows the 
rea as it will ho after treatineiit; and I should he jrreatly ohli^^ed if _\ou would show on 
Ian No. 1 any existing overhead or underground lines and mains you may have within 
be area, and on plan No. 2. the position ot any lines, or mams, you propose should he 
lid down to conform to the new arrangement of streets. 1 am anxious that all 
nderground work should he earriixl out hetore the roads are metalh‘il, and in jireparing 
our estimate, which I should h(‘ glad if you will suhniit along with the ]»lans, you might 
How for the fact that no macadam will require replacing. As 1 am desirous ot 
iihmitting my detailed estimate for the scheme at an early date. I should take it as a 
ivour if you w'ould go into the matter immediately. 

Please show' the position, old and new, of any transforimw houses, main fuse or 
witch boxes. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sd.) J. M., 

Deputy Kntfinecr. 


The (\Ai,('r’iT\ Ei.KtTRic Si;i*i*i.y (’okpor^tion, liiMiTEo. 
No. ;{(iKJ. 


HE CHIEF ENGINEER, 

Calcutta J mprorement Trust, 


Calcutta. 


8, |)\I.lJOl!SIK Sqi’vkk. 
Calcutta, 27th March, WN. 


lie Scheme No. 1 . 


Iear Sir, 

Referring to your letter No. 121 ot the I7th ot Ei'liruary, HM't, and our lettiu* .No. 2488 
[’ the 4tli Mar<‘h, Itlld, we would .say that the c*).st ot a s\stem of oveihead mains foi* 
le new street.s of this scheme would he Rs. 24,525. The co.st of 42 new overhead services 
ould he Rs. 4,04(1. We send herewith jdan No. l(J7(i .showing the pioposed arrange- 
lent. 

With reference to the lighting of the.se roads, we have arranged the positions of the 
oles 80 that each pole could carry a light; the numher required would he 40 lights. 

The initial cost of a system of lamps fixed on to our poles, (‘omjdete w ith mains and 
vitches ready for lighting, would he Rs 2,070, which is Rs. 42-7 per lamp. 

The yearly maintenance cost ot this system -estimating that each lam]) would he 
‘ 64 Rritisli standard candle-power, whicii. we think is ample for tlie.se streets- would 
? Rs. 40-6 for a lighting year of 4,014 hours. 

The iio.sitions of the liglits are shown on our plan No 1676. 

Any further information w’e could give you on this matiei we should he jileused to 

J BO. 


We are, etc., 


(Sd.) 

Agent and Chief Engineer. 
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By the Hoii’ble Babtj Surendra Nath Ray : — 

* 7. (d) Will the (iove^nment be pleased to state the year from which 
the Government of Bengal began its annual trip to Darjeeling? 

(ft) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Gazetted Officers who accompanied the Lieutenant- 

Governors of Bengal to Darjt^eling (luring ^the three years 
previous to the opening of the Darjeeling-Hinialayan Railway, 
and the offices which used to move to Darjeeling during that 
period ; 

(ii) the number of such officers and offices during the Lieutenant- 

Governorship of Sir Riv(‘rs TlH)]n])soji, Sir Steiiart Bayley, Sir 
dohn W('.()clburn, Sir Andrew Fraser and Sir Edward Baker, as 
well as the number during the first four years of the administra- 
tion of His ExTclleiKiy T.ord Garniichaid ? 

{c) Will the Government also be phrased to state tli(» exjjcnditure incurred 
by Governnnmt, year by year on their move to Darjeeling during the periods 
referred to? 

Answer by the Uon’hle Mr. Donald 

“ (a) Information is not available as to the exact year. Darjetding has 
been the headquarters of Government during the hot vveatluu’ h r over oO years, 
(ft) (i) The information is not available. 

(ft) (it) & (r) A statement giving the expenditure so far as available Is 
placed on the lahle. The figures include tlie offices of the Private Secretarv 
and Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor. It may be noted that 
Heads of Departments who accompany the Government to Darjeeling do so at 
their own expense.” 

Hiaiewenl referred to in the anam^r hy the !fouhle Mr:. Donald to quesiUon 
No. 7 (starred) afiked hy the Ihmlde Baiu: SruuNDUA Nath Ray at the 
(Jouncil Meetinyqf the IT^th I)ceeinher. 1910, shotriny the numher of (lazotted 
()(}iiUO\^ and offices who aeroaipanied (looernment to Diirfeeliwj duriny the 
Lmiteaiant-thwernorshiji (if Rivmts Titomcson. Sin Stkuart IUyuk^ 
Sii{ John WooDiuiuN, Siu Anducw Fhasku and Siu Kdwaiid Bakki: 
and the (looernorship of His ExcAtency Loud t b\i:Mi('UAi:n and the expen- 
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Us. 

Sir Rivers Thompson 


• 

• 

* 

• 

f 

1888 

10 

• 

si I .VS 

Sir Stella rl Ifavley 


1880 

11 

« 

a!).7(iS 


1800 

10 

• 

2!).7S(i 



1808 

10 

* 

i:5.'»7i 



1800 

11 

• 

4G,5!4 

Sir Jolin Woodhnru ^ 


lOUO 

10 

• 

(iO,227 



1901 

12 

• 




1901' 

15 

* 

«7.‘J13 


' 

19(Ji 

12 

« 




1905 

7 

* 

94,480 

Sir Andrew Fraser 


19.'() 

12 

« 

98,44(! 



1907 

15 

• 

1,17,459 



1908 

15 

t 

S9.94.'» 



1909 

' 15 

* 

1,02.220 

Sir Kdwurd Baker ... | 


1910 

11 


92,735 



1911 

11 

28 

93,114 


( 

1912 

11 

29' 

88,861 

Lord Curinieiiael ... i 


1915 

L4 

15 

35 

96,.’)68 

F 

1 

1914 

53 

68,749 

1 

i 

1915 

15 

34 

91,843 


* Figum not ftT»iUbl«. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray - 

♦ 8. {a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement as to the 
nature and extent of the damage caused by (*yelone and floods in Se|)lernl)er 
last and during the Durga Pujas, in the various parts of the Province ( 

(b) Have the f)rospects of crops been prejudieially affected by the same? 
If so, to what extent? 

(c) Has any distress resulted, or are there indications of impending 
distress in «any part of the Province ? If so, what is the estimated exttMit 
thereof in each area? 

(d) What steps have been taken or are contemplated by Government for 
the ])urpose of meeting the situation ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kfrr : — 

" (a), (6), (c) & (d) Damage was caused by floods in Se|)teTnber and Odober 
in the Burdwan and C’liittagong Divisions : the damage caused by cyclones, 
apart from the resulting floods, was not extensive. 

For information regarding the Burdwan Division, the JJoirble Member is 
referred to the answer to the question of the [ion’ble Rai Maliendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur. 

In the Cliittiigong Division damage was caused by floods in the districts 
of Tippera and Noakhali and in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

In Tippera district breaches in the cmbankmtuii of the Gumti river caused 
floods in an area of 100 squan miles and the destruction of tlie transplanted 
winter rice crop on an area i>f about 50 square miles : tlic long-stalk(‘d rice 
w'as not badly damaged, but tlie extemt of the damage to the winter rice crop as 
a whole in th(*. ll(K)d-afTected area was about 12 annas. This area has had good 
harvests in I’ecent- years and distress is not expected 

In Noakhali district the croi)s were totally destroyed in an area of about- 
square miles and were seriously damaged in a further area of 15 squan* 
miles: in the affected area a fairly g(H)d crop of autumn rice* bad been 
barvestod in 1916, but the winter rice had been seriously damag(*d in the 
[)revious year, and distres.s is exi)ected in March 1917. Rupt‘(‘s 4,500 was 
advanced under the Agriculturists l^oans Act for the fuirchase of si'ed for 
rabi crops and how rice, and together w^ith the adNances made by Co-operative* 
Socdotie.s this .sum is, in the o|)inion of the CoTnmis.sioner, sufficirnt for the 
jHesont : the situation is being carefully watched and provi.sion is being made 
for further relief when it is required. 

In the Chittagong Hill Tracts v(*rv exUmsive damage was done* by floods 
to the lands under plough cultivation in the valleys, and in soim* ])la(!es 12 
annas of the wdnter rice crop has been d^stroy(‘d : inquiry is still going on and 
the exact extent of the damage has not yet lK*en ascertained. Distress is 
expected in April 1917 and provision is being made for giving relief wlien tin* 
situation makes it necessary.*' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

* 9. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state in how mapy instances, 
and^ where, during the past three or four months, daeoits have be(‘fi resisted 
or caught by the people of the locality without any aid from the police ? 

(ft) In what manner were the daeoits and the people, resf)ecti\ely, armed, 
and what was their comparative numerical strength, approximately, in each 
case ? 

fc) What have been tlie resulting casualties, if any, among the people ? 

(rf) Did any member of the public, on any of these occasions, display 
bravery which, in the opinion of Government, merits recognition? If so, 
will the Government be pleased to state the names of such persons, artd the 
manner in which it is desired to signify approbation of their conduct, if at all ? 


Effect of cyclone 
ntui floods in 
September, 1916. 
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{e) Are the Government considering the desirability of encouraging such 
acts of bravery by — 

(/) instituting medals or other decorations for marking such acts, quite 
apart from rewards in any existing forms ; 

(n) exempting such persons from the operation of tlui Arms Act, at least 
for a stated period as a trial ; and 

(Hi) graTiting allowances or gratuities to the families of those persons 
who may be killed, or pensions to thfjse who may be permanently 
disabled in skirmishes with dacoits? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) In the last four months dacoits have been resisted by the people of 
the locality in nine cases, viz., two each in llooghly and Birbhum, and one each 
in Murshidabad, Dinajpur, Faridpur, Tippera and Mymensingh. 

(/>) In three of these cases the dacoits were armed with guns and pistols 
and in the others with or axes. In two cases the villagers were 
armed with guns, and in the rest with /aUiis, etc. In one case the numerical 
strength of the dawits was about 30, in two cases between If) and 20, in two 
cases between 10 and 12, and in four eases between 6 and 7. The number of 
villagers who resisted the dacoits cannot he givtui. 

(c) Casualties occurred in two cases. In all, 0 persons were killed and 8 
wounded. 

(d) The villagers displayed conspicuous bravery in the Lalitasar dacoity 
in the Tippera district : five persons, viz., Puma l)atta, fJaur Kishor Datta. 
Golamuddin, Hamidali Haji and a Iny named Gadu Meah, were killed, and 
five, viz., Banga Pal, Jabbarali, Dula Mian, Tilakbir and Jan Muhammad 
were woundeo. Great courage was also displayed in the Parail dacoity in the 
Mymensingh district: three persons, viz., Gopal (Miaukidar, Inchaii Shaikh 
and Faizuddi Shaikh, were wounded while opposing the dacoits. In the 
Altara dacoity of the llooghlv district, the com])lainant (Nitai Ghosh) showed 
great bravery and shot one of the dacoits. The question of inaking provision 
for the families of the deceased villagers and of rewarding the wounded 
persons and otlu^rs wdio took an active ])art in the pursuit of the dacoits is now 
under the consideration of the local officers. 

(c) Government do not consider that the grant of medals and decorations 
or exemption from the provision of the Arms Act would be suitable forms of 
rewards in cases of this nature; but bravery in resisting dacoits would 
constitute a strong claim to the grant of an arms license. Government are 
always prepared to consider the queslioii of making provision for persons who 
have been permanently disabled or for the families of persons who have been 
killed in resisting dacoits.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray 

* 10. What steps have been taken to remedy the oveiynmding in jails to 
which the rejiort on the Bengal Jails for 191^ drew attention ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Keiw : — 

“ To prevent overcrowding, arrangements have been made for the ere<i-ion 
of extra wards and sheds in some of the jails, and Government have made a 
special grant for the purpose. Eleven such sheds have been built up to date, 
and, in addition, certain worksheda and godowns have been altered and made 
suitable for the accommodation of prisoners. There has, within the last three 
months, been a steady decline in the number of prisoners confined, and at 
present there is no general pressure on accommodation.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

* 11. Has any decision been arrived at regarding Lieutenant-Colonel 
Buchanan s proposal for the formation of a central committee, consisting ot‘ 
oflScials and non-officials, in Calcutta, for the Juvenile Jail, and also of local 
committees in the mufassal, having];, an^onj^ other ohjeots, that of helpin^^ 
juvenile convicts in securing suitable work after their release, and guardimif 
them from relapsing intocrifne when restored to free life ? 

Answei* by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

" The matter has been delayed owing to Lieutenant L’olonel Buchanans 
absence on leave, but he is now dealing with it and will submit definite 
proposals as early as possible.’' 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

* 12. (a) With regard to the “ special class ” prisoners mentioTU'd in the 
administration report on jails, will the Government be pleased to state what 
classes of prison('rs are included in this term ? 

{b) What ^lecial precautions, if any, are taktui in guarding the “ sp(‘cial 
class " prisoiieff '^ Are they k(‘pt in solitary cells? Are fetters generally 
imposed on them for safe custody? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kehr : — 

(a) ‘ Special class ))risoners are prisoners convicted of or undergoing 
trial lor ofttuices of a political nature. This class d(K‘s not include State 
prisoners or persons detained under the |>rovisions of the Foreigners Ordin- 
ance (Act III of 1014), the Ingress into India Ordinance (Act V of lOH), 
or the Dofciueof India Act (Act IV of 1015). 

(/>) ‘ Sjiecial class prisoners are not sjiecially sejiarated from other 
finsoners, but a special watch is kept over their ass(K:iat/es in jail and their 
correspondence. They are not kept in solitary cells, nor are fetters iinposKl 
on them for sate custody ” 

By the Hoirhle Rai Radha Ghakan Pal Bahadur - 

* 111 (a) Are the Government aware of the several complaints that have 
been made against the manag(*mcnt of the l^ady Dufferin Hospital and against 
the wmy in which patients and their guardians are tnviled by the hospital 
authorities? 

(b) Have the (Jovernment instituted any inquiry into the matter? If so, 
what has lieen the result of the inquiry ^ 

Answ^er by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ Th(' answer to lioth parts of the question is in the negative. The Lad/ 
DufTerin Victoria Hospital, (’alcutta, is not a Government Institution. Any 
complaints should be addressed to the Managing Committee of the Hospital.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Ambika (’haran Mazumdar : — 

♦ 14. (a) Are the Government aware that a notifi^ion, dated the 15th 
August, 1910, issued by the late (iovernment of Easteri^engal and Assam 
prescribing certain rules regarding theadrni.ssion, withdrawal, rustication and 
(‘.vimlsion of students, is still in force in the Dacca, Ra jshahi and Chittagong 
Divisions? 

(h) If so, are the Government aware of the great divergence which subsists 
between these rules and those in force in the Presidency and Burdwan 
Divisions? 

(r) Is it a fatt that under the rules referred to above, the students in 
Eastern and Northern Bengal are suhiected to greater hardships and difficulties 
in getting transfers from one school to‘another and are, besides, compelled to 
pay the fees for an entire term both to the institution which they leave and thi* 
institution which they join in the midst of a term, as defined by such rules ? 
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{d) Are there any such terms for the schools in Western Bengal, and are 
the students in Western Bengal required in cases of transfers to pay such fees 
twice for the same period ? 

[r) Arc the classes in the high and middle English schools numbered 
inversely in Eastern and Western Bengal ? If so, are the Government aware 
that this causes confusion, and are they taking any action to alter this arrange- 
ment ? 

(/) Arc the Government considering the desirability of withdrawing the 
notification of the late Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam referred to 
above, and of placing the students in Eastern and Western Bengal on an equal 
footing and under the same conditions as regards admissions and transfers 
from one school to another, and also as regards the division of a session of a 
term, as well as the payment of fees (‘onsequent on any transfer or withdrawal ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Hornrll : — 

“ (fl) & (/) It was intended to supersede the rules issued by the Govern- 
ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam by those approved by this Government in 
letter No. 742, dated the 23rd March, 1916, of which a copy is laid on the table. 
The latter rules were, however, found defective in some respects, and their 
operation has been temporarily suspended in the Dacca division. Their 
revision is under the consideration of the Director of Public Instruction. 

(h) Government are aware of the divergencies bet the Eastern Bengal 
rules and the rules issued in March, 1916, and th(‘ir final co-ordination is under 
consideration. 

(r) Under the Eastern Bengal rules, the school year is divided into three 
terms. A student transferred during a term is liable payment of fees for 
the whole term to the school which he leaves, and a fee proportionate to the 
remaining period of the term to the school w^hich he joins. The latter may be 
remitted by the Managing Committee. 

(d) The school year has not been divided into terms in West(»rn Bengal 
and there is (’onsequently no fuch rule. 

(e) Classes in middle* schools in Western Bengal are numbered inversely as 
in Eastern Bengal, but there are diffc'renl systems of numbering classes in higii 
schools. It will not be possible to f)rescrib<* a uniform system of numbering 
until a revised and uniform curriculum is prescribed.” 

Rules for the udmisstm ami withdrawal of pufuh in schools referred to tn (he 
answer /;// the lion hi ( Mu. Uokneu. to Qaesihn No. 14 [starred] asked by 
the Uonfdel^KWV Amuika Ciiakan Maziimdm: at the (huncil Mee.ifuq of 
the ISth Deremher. 1916, 

No. 742, dated nalcnUa, the 23r I Mandi, 

Kroiu— T he Hon’BLB Mr. K. (\ [)e, C.I.K., l.C.s., Oir«». Secretary to the 
(loverninoiifc of Uoagal, Oeiieriil neparhneiit. 

To— The Din'olor of Puldic Inatraction, Bengal. 

1 AM directed to forwanl herewith a revised s d. oF rules for the. adiiiis- 
siou and withdrawal of pupils in schools in this province, duly ai)pr(>ved by 
Oov<u*mruMit. 

IUTLb]S FOR TIIK An.MrS''^|ON AND WlTHDRAWAh OK PUPILS. 

[.Noth 1. TIu'm’ applit'uhlf tn ull piihlu* R 4 jmoin, / <*., Hdiouls wliirh adopt sfandanlH 

proBcrduHi lo tlir dejiaitiuA. or by the Uidvor^ty, aod \Mjk1i lilbor are iUH|M*cUd by, or prosunt pnpdH wt 
tlio public oxainiiiationx «>f, the dopurtineiit or the* Uuivcrwity. 

2. “ Dopartuiciil " incanH iu tbr cast- of middle and primary scIumiIh, the l)i*piily In-^pcotor of 

ScIiooIh, and, in the case of other Holitxdh, tin* Inspector of Sohools. In tlie ease of glrl^’ kuIiouIs, 
for “ Inspector ’’ read ‘‘ Inspectress ” and for “ DopiUy InH|)ector ” or “ Sub-Inspoetor " lead “ Asaistant 
InajicctreBs.” 

IS. Tlio acliool session is tlie tiame as the calendar >ear, but for pupils permitted to appear at the 
Matriculation Examination, the session ends in the iiiunlb in which tiie Arst day of that exaiuination 
falls ] 

Section 1. 

Primary Schools. 

1. When a pupil Bcoks admisHion for the first time to a public 
school, his parent or guardiiui shall accompany him and sliall declare 
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in writing that ho has novor hoforo attondod any puhlio soliool. Ho 
shall also prodiiC(‘ ovldonco (such as a horoscopo) of the ]>upirs agt» 
or shall declare in wriri?ig that ho viiw produce no ovidonci‘, in whieh 
ca8(^ ho shall record in writing the true ag** o[ tlie pupil (o \,\u\ l)i»st 
of his knowledge and hcliof. The ag(^ shall lu^ recorded in years, 
months and days, calculated acc'ordiug to the Knglish method. 

‘2. A ])upil who has atttmdol a piihlic school shall not ln' admitted 
to anotlnn* public scIkm'I except on production of a withdrawal cerli- 
ficato (Appendix A). In such cases, tin* pu|)irs parent or guanlian 
shall accompany him or shall provide him with a li*tt(M’ of ap])lication 
for admission. 

3. Wiilidrawal certificate's obtained from schools from which scholar- 
ship rights have biMMi withdrawn shall not bo acct'ptod unless they havi' been 
countersigned by the Dcjmty Inspector of Schools. 

•t. A pupil shall not, on admissitni, be placed in a class higher 
than that which his withdrawal (an-tilicate sln)ws him to be entilled to 
enter. 

5. A withdrawal certlli‘‘ate shall not be granted to a ])uj)il exci'pt on 
payment of all sums dm* on his account up to the date of apjilication for 
the c(M*|.ilicatc. If the tmjnl witlnlrew from the school witloKit written 
notice before such dat(' he shall lu' require 1 to pay all sums due on his 
account uji to the dat(' of such witlnlrawal and may in addition be 
re.(]uired to pay the class fees for the perKnl belwctm such date and the 
date of application for a withdrawal certilicat<* or for a period ol tlirei^ months, 
whichever shall l>e less. 

(). Applications for witlnlrawal certiti({at«‘s shall be madi* by the 
parent or guardian of a pupil either personally or by letter. On the day of 
receipt of an application, the head teacher shall eit her grant a certllicati' or 
inform the a|)pli(M it in writing of his rc.asons for refusing a certilicate 
togotln'r with a statement of dues in detail. No fee shall be charged for the 
grant of a certilicate. 

7. All (juestions arising I rom these rules shall be referred to the Sub- 
Insptu'tor of Scliofils, from whose de'cision an appeal may be made to the 
Deputy lns])ector, 'Fhe latt<'r’s decision shall Im* final. 

H. Wilful transgr(?ssion by a school of any of these rules will render it 
liable to forfeit tin' right to present candidates at the deiiartmcntal scholar- 
ship examinations. 


Skotion II. 


Schools otJiPr than primartf, 

1. When a ])Upil, who has never attended any public school, sei'ks 
adrnis.sioii for lUo first time t<> a public scdiool, other I han a primary school, 
his parent nr guardian shall, if possible, accompany him and shall declare in 
writing that he has never before attended any juiblic srdeK)! lie shall also 
produce (evidence (such as a horoscope) of tin* pu])irs age* or shall d«‘clare in 
writing that he can produce no (*videii(!f<. in which case he shall record in 
writing the, trm* age of tho pupil to the best of hi.s knowledge and belief. The 
age shall be lecorded in years, months and days, calcuiated accfirding to the 
English ineilifKl. If it is not possible for tin* parent or guardian to accompany 
tho pupil, a person authori/.(?d on that behalf in writing shall do so. 

2. A pupil who has attended a public school shall not bo admitted into 
another public school except on production of a withdrawal certificate (Appen- 
dix A or B). If the certificate is in the form given in Appendix B, boih 
original and duplicate copies must bo presented. Ho shall also prrKiuc<^ a 
letter of application for admission from his parent or guardian stating the 
condition of his residence. 
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3. Tlio f)f ap;o contained in a cortificaio obiained from a 

primary school may In* called in question, ami tlio parent or (jfiiardian of tho 
pupil may he required to pnKluce evidence, or lo make a declaration in the 
manner ])reKerihed in rule 1. 

4. A pupil who proHents a withdrawal CHrtificate from a school from 
whi(;h scholarship ri^jlits have l>een withdrawn, or from a school from 
which ho has been expclhd, shall not he admittecl without tho sanction 
of th(^ dt‘partment. 

5. Without tin* sanction of the department a pupil shall not he 

admitted who presents a e-ertificate in which the date of withdrawal is 
not h*ss lhan six months pr(*vious to tin* date of applictation for admission. 

t). Without the sanction of the department a piijhl shall not he 

admitt(*d h('tvv(*en tin* Ihija vacation and the end of l he si*ssion if he 
pres(‘ntK a withdrawal certificate jrranted mort^ tlian a month previous 
to tin* date of application for admission. 

7. Kxc<‘pt at the commcnc(*ment of a session no pupil shall he 
admit 1 (m 1 with a ctirtiticati* of witlnirawal from any school within a 
radius of t)ir(*e miles without the sanction of tin* d(‘partment. 

8. No pupil shall he provisionally admitted without the sanction of the 
lnsf)(n;t(»r of Schools. 

On admission, a ])Ui>il shall he r(*{inir(‘d to ])ay an admission fee 
(‘(juivah'iit to one nninth’s lee of the class into vvhi(‘.h In* is admitti'd. (Sons 
and wards of (i()V(u*nmont offic(*rs whose a])plication for admission is due to 
tin* transfer of lln'ir })arents and guardians an* (*xtmipt from tin* paymmit 
of an admission fc(*.) 

10. A pupil whose name has Ix'on struck off tin* roll on account of non- 
paynn'iit of lees, nmy lu^ readmitted — 

(•/) in the month followinjj that in which his name has h(*(‘n struck 
off cm payment of all sums due to the s(diool, together with a 
line of eight annas in the case of a middh* school, or a fine of one 
ru|)e(' in the case of any other school ; 

(») in any other month on payment of all sums due to the school, 
together with an admission fee equivalent to one month’s fee 
of his class, 

11. A pupil shall not, on admission, be placed in a class higher than 
that which his withdrawal cortilicate shows him to hi* entithid to ent<*r except 
with tho sanction of the department. Every ajqdication for such sanction 
shall he accompanied by a report from the hcadmastt*!’ of the result of an 
admission t(*st. 

12. Ihipils who, before admission, have not attended any public school, 
shall undergo an admission lest. No such pu])il shall he ]>laced in a class 
higher tliaii the 4th class of a high school without tho sanction of tho 
ln8pe(*tor. 

13. No pupil who has attained the aga of fourt(M*n years shall bo admit- 
ted into any class of a Government high school below the fourth without the 
sanetion of the Inspector. Sanction will ordinarily he given as a matter of 
course in the case of middle vernacular scholarship-holders and also in the 
case of members of the backward classes when tliere is no high school under 
privatt* management in the neighbourhood. 

14. A ))Upil shall not bo promoted to a higher class after admission under 
the foregoing rules and before the next annual class examination, except with 
the sanction of the department. 

15. No pupil who has failed at the test examination of any public 
school shall be admitted from another school to the next ensuing 
marticulation examination. 
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16. Kvery fipplication for :i certrficiito of witlidrawal shall ho made 

in writing to tlio Imadinastor hy the pupil’s ])iirent or guardian. The 

headmaster shall, within thro? days »)f reeoipt of the application, cithcn- grant 
the certificate or inform the applicant in writing of the reasons for n‘fusal. 

17. A certiti(!at(‘ shall not he ri‘fused except for oin* or inon* of ihe 
following rf'asons : — 

(*) 'Fhe pupil has hetui rusticated. 

{■ii) The pupil has l)een guilty of gross misconduct (The fact that a 
pupil has heen t‘xpelled shall not he adduced as a reason for 

relusal. The cm*tificate shall state that tlu* impil has heen 

exielled). 

(«?) The withdrawal is sought on account of disiuplinary action takim 
hy the masters of thii scluu)l. 

[w) Tin* sums due on account of tin* puj)il up to thi‘ date of with- 
drawal tog(‘tlu‘r with the tan-tificale fee, if any, havcMiol Iumui 
]) aid. 

(v) ddie withdrawal will oC(*ur hetween tin* Puja va«'ation and the (‘iid 

of th(' session. 

(vi) The pupil is a (loverniinMit scliolarship-hohler. 

No certificati' shall h(‘ granted in cast's (/) an<l [iu‘) exta^pt witdi the 
sanction of the dcjiartinent. 

In case (c) a certificate shall not he grantetl till aftei the jiuhlication of 
tin' results of Hit' annual class I'xamination (txce])t for spt'cial n'asons and, 
with the sanction of the dejiartinent. 

C/ases of relusal untler i/), {it) and [iii) shall Im' iinmediat.tdy reported hy 
th(‘ Inudmaster to t lie tiepartment. Tin' applicant may n'prt'st'iit his (*ast' to 
the departnit'iit in such cast's and also if a ct'ri ilicatt' is not issiit'd within 
three (lays of the payment of dues to tin' sidiool. Tin' th'i'ision of the otlicer 
to whom tint repn'Si'nlation may he made shall ht' linal. 

IS. W’Ik'ii a ])U])il of on*' of tin' twt) st'uior classi's of a Ii'kIi si'liool has 
In'hl a schMarship, frt't' siudt'iit.ship or hall-ln'e stinh'iitship unditr ('Xpri'ss 
stijiulation in writing, signed hy hims(*lf an I his fatlu'r ttr guardian that 
the whole or a portion of the sum drawn hy, or n'lnitti'd to. him. ^hall hi' 
rt'fuinh'd to the school in cast' of withdrawal from it within a C('rtain pt'iaoil, 
the amount so clainn'd shall he inelinletj in tin' sums due on ar'itoiint of I ho 
pupil for tilt' purpost' of t lit' pn'tti'riing rule, providtul it does imt ('Xia'.etl the 
amount actually drawn or ri'iiiittt'd. 

Speaual rules which art' in contravt'iit ion of tin' prt'ct'ding riih' shall not 
ho recogniZ(( I hy tin' tle))artmtmt unless tln^y are. .igr.'t'd to ////«/’// ///^ both 
hy pupils and hy their pan'iits ttr guardians. 

ID. If it a])j)ears — 

{a) that tin' granting oi a ct'rtilieate is heing unin'ct'ssarily di'layed, or 

(i) that a h'ligthy CfirresjHunlenct' is likely to take plai’c before a setlh'- 
meiit can h(‘ arrived at. or 

(c) that a certificatfi is being refused on ina le(|uat(' grounds, 

a provisional ci'rtiticate may he given hy tin* di'parlmi'iit on tin* condition that 
tln^. pupil’s parent or guardian undertakes to pay whatt'ver sum may he suhse- 
(picntly di'U'rmincd hy the d(*partment t<» h*^ due to the school from which the 
pupil hi^s heon withdrawn, in casi* of (c) action will at once he taken under 
rule 29. 

. 20. The date of withdrawal of a jiupil is tin* date on which his 
naint( is struck oil' the roll. A pupil’s nann* shall ho struck oil' tin' roll — 

(tt) on the last day (»f tin* month for which fees (including lat(j 
payiiK'iit fines) liavt' not hei'u paid, except in casi's (jf 
rustication for inon* than a month, wIk'ii tin' name shall 
imt he struck oil’ for rion-jjaynieiit of fei'S until the last day of 
the third month of rustication, or the last day of rustication if 
the rustication he for a pc'nhxl of less than three months, or 

{b) on tin* day on which all sums duo on his account are paid pri'para- 
tory lu withdrawal (with or without a certificate). 
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21. Tile following feoH shall ho payable wln‘n the date of withdrawal 
comes under the definition contaiiitMl in rule 20 {h) ; — 

{%) Nil when the date of withdrawal is at tlie. close of the session. 

(n) When th(5 date of withdrawal is not at the close of the session, an 
amount equivalent to one montlds foes, jirovided the date of 
withdrawal does not fall between the Piija vacation and the end 
of the siission. 

(iu) In additirin to the fee under («V) an amount (iijuivalent to the fees 
payabhi uj) to the end of tlui (‘iisuing vacation if the date of 
withdrawal falls in a month iinmediattdy {irecotling a recogniz(*d 
vacation of more than IT) days’ tluration and the withdrawal is 
not consequent upon the transfer of th(‘ jiarent or guardian of 
the pupil nor is due. to the ill-health of the pupil. 

{iv} An amount (^qiiivahuit to the f('(‘s payabh' up to tin* end of the 
session if th<‘ dat(‘ of withdrawal falls betwt‘eii the Puja 
vacation and tht‘ end <»f the session. 

(Not h. -'iSoiiH uiii] wuhIm of (lovt-rmiit'ijt oflicrr.s wIiokc* w illHlniwiil i« iliio lo tin* (lan^lVr of tlieii 
pup'iits oi );ii:ii‘<liuiis urc exempt fioiii puyniniL of 

22. When till* dale' of withdrawal comes under the (hdinitioii con- 
lained in rule 20 (e/jtlie fee* for a withdrawal eerlifieate shall be an amount 
eepiivahmt to a month’s bnis of tlu^ class ol whi(!h the ])ii])il was a member, 
togetluM* with the amount, whichevt'r is greater, (a) tlial would !)(‘ j)aya()le 
undm* ruh' 21 if the date of paymiMit of all sums du«‘ wcu’e the date of 
witlidrawal, or (A) tliat woidil be payable undt'r rule 21 if it applied to the 
date of withdrawal to wliich this rub' refers. 

23. No ])Upil shall be. sent uj) for the Matriculation (‘xainination 
who is not (digible for a witlnlrawal (!C3rtilieali‘ i)n the datt' on wliich 
the examination biggins. 

21. (lovernmeiit scholarship-hohh'rs are requln'd to pay the sam(‘ 
withdrawal ami admission f(‘t‘.s as other stmb'iits. The transfer of 
scholarships reipiires the saneti(Hi of the di'partnnmt under the scholar- 
ship ruh'S. 

25. \\ ithdrawal certilicati‘s shall be in t.rqilicate and marked 
“original,” “ duplieatt',” ‘‘ triplicab*.” The triplicate and dujilieate copies 
will bt‘ retaim'(i in tlu* issuing and receiving sidiool respo.itively. The 
original shall be returmsl to tlu' issuing school after a pupil’s atlmission 
ami shall be attacluMl to the triplicate copy. The jiUcil’s naim* as entered 
on tin* i*ertiiicate shall not be altered at tin* time of admission, but sJiall 
be entm-ed in the admission registiM* for fiiturt' nd’mvnce. 

26. (aipies of the original and duplicate witlnlrawal certificates may 
be granted on ri'ceipt of a fee of one rupee, jirovided the original has 
not boon returned to the issuing hcIkmiI. 

27. All <iuestions arising bt'twemi one headmastm- and another 
respi^cting the enforcement of these ruh^ sliall b(‘ ri'ferrod as soon as 
])ossible to the department. The decision of tin' Jiispeetor shall he final. 

28. If a jmpil be found to havt‘ produeiMl a false document or to 
have madt‘ a false statement as lo his attendance at any school he shall 
bo reported to the Inspector of Schools, who shall award a suitable 
punishment. 

2fi. Any departure from these rules in jiarlicular instances shall require 
the sanction of the Inspector of Schools. 

30. Wilful transgression or attempted evasion of any of th(*S(' rules shall 
render a school liable to the withdrawal of scholarship rights. 



Questionit ami .Uwi^ers. 


IW6.] 


5^7 


APPENDIX A. 

[To bo pHntotf In vopnooulai*.] 


Certified that 


son of . 

a!i inhabitant of _ _ 

and in district 


of the hcIkhiI iii> 

a characler. 


, in tliana__ 

• vtnndtiiil (Wottoia Uo^inl) 

, was in (liutnin lleD^ul) 

to • and left with 


His af((‘ on tliai date is iadieved to hnvi* Ikhmi 
years.. t months 


t 

t days. 


All sums dne (<» the school have been paid. He passed the 


I • 1* r 1 ataiidmii ( 1 tnn,{iil> 

annual exam i nation for i>roinotion to i^nKui) 


IJatf* 


ffrad Tfuirh/r. 


_School 


'OoTornneDt 

DiHtrlct Botnl 

llunlripality 


Aideil by 


{ 


DUttict Odftrri 
Muiitclpallly 


Uaiidod 


Villi4'e _.. . . P.-O. 


DiHlrict 


** Date on which 
oaino Htriick off the 
roll. 


t 111 wordM and 

fiKiiroH. 
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[To bo pHntod in tHplloato and kept In a book.] 

Certified that. 


son of . 


an inliabitant of 


, in district of 


• Date of witli- WJIH ill olaSS 
drawal. 


fOovtiinniout 

I lhKtilrt limid 

Mimli-ipulltv 

' 

I Ahinl l>> 

^ liuaideii 


I dovonintfiit 

I iloird 
Mu nil ipnllt} 


[school 11]) lo 


Jlis a/jfc on that day is believed to liavc been 


t 1» wordn und y^****"^ 
Hgiiros. 


t months t days. 

All sums due to the sciiool on his account have been ])aid. 


He 


jiassed thc^ annual examination for promotion to 


( Wfil frii tioiigHh 
(Kaaiurii KciiKaO 


{(t) Kc.asons for leaving the .school 

(state if “failure of promotion” has been pin forward as a 
reason). 

(b) Ucmark.s as to character and conduct ... . 

(c) Character of attendance 




Head Master, 


FA) 


District. 
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By the Hon’ble Badu Ambika Charan Mazumdar 

* 1 5. (a) Are the Uo^ ernment aware of the corapla int that the Education 
Department is receiving less attention than any other department as regards 
the pay and prospect of the offievrs in the sidK)rdinate service? 

(6) Is it a fact that not long ago assistant teachers in Government institu- 
tions, like the Dacca Collegiate School and the Krishnagar Collegiate School, 
were appointed on an initial pay of Rs. 10 or Rs. 11 per month <and there were 
circle fandits apjwinted on Rs. 9 a month ? 

(c) Is it a fact that teachers in the Loww Subordinate' Service of the 
Education Department are being aj>pointed on an initial pay of Rs. 15 to Rs. 20 
a month? 

(^) Is it a fact that clerks, with inferior qualifications in other depart- 
ments, r.tj., in the Collectorates, Civil Courts, Police offices, etc., arc lieing 
appointed on an initial pavof Rs ;i0a month? 


Answer by the Tfon’hle Mn. Hornell : — 

“ {a) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) No such appointmmit at these rates of pay has lieen made at the 
institutions named or others of similar status within the last ten years. 

(c) Teachers ap])ointed to the lowest grade of the Lower Subordinate 
Educational Service are appointed on an initial f>ayof Rs. 15 — I- 20. llnder- 
grvuluates are, however, given Rs 25— I - JIO a month and graduates 
Rs 35 — 2 — 45 as initial pay. 

(d) It is a fact that clerks in certain Govern ment (jffices are being 
appointed on an initial pav of Rs 30 per mensem; but Goxernment are not 
prepared to express an o])inion as to whether men ar>pointbd to such jiosts 
are superior or inferior to any other men appointed to any other (dass of 
appointments ” 

By the JJon’ble Bahu Amiuka Charan Mazomoar * — 

* 10. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to 
paragraph 181 of the Report of the Bengal District Administration 
('Ommittee for the year 1913 14, and to the Re])ort of Mr. Gunn, Inspector 
of Schools, Chittagong Division, as contained in tlie Report on Public Instruc- 
tion in Bengal for tlie year 19 1 4 15 calling attentiem to the pay of teachers 
in GoYernment service and the ])ros])ects (if their promotion? 

{b) If so, whatst('ps have the (lovernment under consideration to reinc'dy 
the condition of the Tiower Education Sendee^ 

Answer by the Tlonhle Mr. Hornell : — 

“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative'. 

(b) The question of imjiroving the position of teachers in Government and 
aided high and middle sc'hools is ('iigagiiig the attention of the Local Govern- 
ment in consultation with the Governmimt of India. The following allowances 
were sanc^tioned with ('ffect from the Ist- January, 1915, at a total cost of 
Rs. 33,120 per annum ; — 

{%) A IcKtal allowance of Rs. 50 per mensem each to the Head Masters 
and Head Mistresses of Government high English schools 
(including th(* Anglo-Persian Departments of Government 
Madrassahs) who belong to the Subordinate Educational Service. 

(?V) A local allowance of Rs. 20 per mensem each to the Assistnnt Head 
Masters and Assistant Head Mistresses of Government high 
English schools (including the Anglo-Persian Departments of 
Government Madrassahs) who lielong to the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service. 

(///) A local allowance of Rs. 30 per mensem each to the Head Masters 
and Head Mistres.ses of Government middle English schools. 

(iv) A local allowance of Rs. 20 per mensem to the Head Masters and 
Head Mistresses of Government middle vernacular schools. 
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By the Hoirhle Baku Ambika Charan Mazumdar - 

* 17. (f/) Has the attention of the Government l)eeii drawn to tin*, 
remarks of the Conference of Directors of Public Instruction held at Allaha- 
bad in 1912, and also to the Governmont of India's scheme, of January, 
1913, in regard to the secondary English schools, providing a scale of pay 
from Rs. 40 to Rs. 400 for the teachers in the Education Department? 

(h) if so, what steps have the Government taken or are they taking to 
give effect to this scheme? 


Answer by tlie Hon'ble Mr. Hornrll : — 

“ (o) Tlie Hon’ble Member probably refers to a (inference held at 
Allahabad in 1911, but this question d(H»s not apjiear to have been raised at 
that conlereiu'e. There was no such conference at Allahabad in 1912. The 
Goveniment of India’s Resolution of the 21st February, 1913, to which, pre- 
sumably, the Hon’ble Member also refers, has re(*eived the full attention of 
this Government. 

(h) The proposals of thi.s Government ^Mlh regard to the improvement of 
the pay of teachers in secondary Itnglish schools are now before the Govern- 
ment of India.” 


By Ihe llon’bli* Rabu Ambika Charan Maztjmdar : - 

* 18. Is it a fact that subordinate teachers in Government service as 
uell as in aided schools in Eastern Bengal are jirohibited from supplementing 
their |)aY iiy private tuition for more than one hour a day? 


Answer by the Ilon’hle Mr. Hurnell •— 

“ 'fhe instructions issued by the Director of Public Instruction regulating 
private tuition by U^acliers who are in (hnerument sei v ice contain a provision 
that they will ordinarily not he |)ermitte(l to undertake private tuition for 
more than one hour a (lay These in.structions apply loth to Eastern and 
Western Bengal. Then* are no rules relating to ai(ied schools.” 


By tlic Ilon’hle Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar 

* 19. (a) Is it a fact that one Nagendra Kumar Guha Ray, an assistant 
teacher in the Ra j Kumar tliilnlee Scliool at Noakhali, has been interned or 
arrested for internment? 

(A) Is it a fact that he had received a certificate of good character from 
the CoTumissiouer of the Division three weeks before his arrest and a siinilai* 
certificate from the Magistrate of the district two months earlier? 


AnswcT by th(' Hon ’hie Mh. Kerr : — 

“ (a) & (b) The answers are in the adirmative.’’ 


By the Hon'ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar 

* 20. (a) Is it a fact that one Saiijib Chandra Ray was imprisoned in 
the Mymensingh Jail? 

(b) Is it true that while so confined the said Sanjib C'handra Ray was 
stricken with typhoid fever accximpanied with bronchitis and delirium? 

(f) Is it a fact that his father on receiving information of his son's illness 
applied both to the Magistrate of the district as well as to the Government to 
remove him to his house or to the Government hospital for proper medical 
treatment, promising to return him to the jail after his recovery? 

(d) Is it a fact that the said Sanjib Chandra Ray was not restored to his 
father and that he subsequently dieil in the Mvraensingh Jail? 
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Is it a fact that his father was not allowed to reinain hy his side on 
Ills death-bed and that his dead body was not restored to his father for the 
purpose of cremation ? 

(/) Will the (lOveriiTnent be |)leased to make a full statement with 
regard to the above allegations, and. if the facts are as alleged, say under 
whose orders, and under what rules, the ease was dt‘alt with '( 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (ft), (ft), (c), (rf), (e) & {/) The facts of this ease are as follows Sanjib 
Chandra Ray was convicted on the 8th tiuly, 1916, of an offence under the Arms 
Act at Kishoreganj and sentenced to two years' rigorous imprisoiiinent. He 
was received in the Mymensingh Jail on the 12th July. He had slight fevei- on 
the 8th August and was admitted into hospital on the following day. There 
was no reason to anticipate any serious (‘onsequcnces until the evening of the 
20th August, when a sudden rise in temperature occurred and tlu* man’s breath- 
ing became laboured and frequent. 'I'he Civil Siirgc^on, who is also Siiperin 
tendentof the Jail, examined him on the morning of the 2Ist and fmind that he 
had diffused bronchitis. Every care and attention were given in the (;ase. 
The patient was fed on st)ecial nourishing food to keep up his vitality and all 
possible medical help w^as adminisb'red. He appeared to he progressing 
favourably, but succJUTiibed siubleiilv on the 27th August. 

The father of San jib Chandra Ray first applied for an interview with hiTii 
on the 13th August after Sanjib Chandra Ray's admission into hos|)ital. 
The Additional Magistrate gave permission for an interview to take place on 
the 14th August The father did not appear on that day, but on tne 16th 
August he filed another petition praying for an interview. This pelitio_n \vas 
also granted and the interview took place. On the 18th August another 
petition was filed by the father, in which lie asked that in view^ of his son’s 
illness he should be permitted to see him twice daily and to stay with him for 
at least two hours at each interview. This application was refused liy th(‘ 
Additional Magistrate, as under rules 679 and 1198 of the Jail Code, inter- 
views of this nature are fiermissible only in the case of prisoners who are 
dangerously ill or moribund, nTid on the 18th August there was no reason to 
anticipate that Sanjib Chandra Ray’s illness would prove fatal. No further 
reque.st for an interview’ was made hv Saniih Chandra Ray’s father, but a few 
days later he applied to the Magistrate for jiermission to take Iiis son out of 
the jail to a local hospital or nursing home. Tin’s fietition was rejected, as 
there is no provision in the Jail Code authorising the removal of a prisoner 
from jail under these circumstances. Moreover, as Sanjih’s illness w'as due to 
acute inflammation of the lungs, absolute re.st w’as nc'cessary, and removal from 
the jail would probably have been followed immediately by fatal results. On 
the 23rd August Sanjib’s father telegraphed to Government, asking for the 
removal of his son to the General HosniUd or to his brother’s house at Mymen- 
singh. This telegram was sent to the Pistriet Magistrate for disposal, and th(‘ 
petitioner was instructed by telegram to appiv to the Magistrate. On the 25t!i 
August he sent another telegram to Governnumt, stating that the Magistrate 
had refused his application or. the ground that he was unable to sanction 
release under the Jail Code The Magi.strate was then a.sked to report the 
facts of the case by telegram, anrl he wired on the 27th August t^ say that the 
prisoner had died of pneumonia that morning. 

As regards the cremation of the bodv, the Jail .Superintendent reported tf) 
the Additional Magistrate, on the 27th August, that he apprehended a 
demonstration if the body were made over to the relatives. The Additional 
Magistrate, following the instructions of Government for dealing with such 
cases, issued orders that the cremation should take place within the jail and 
that the relatives should be allowed to attend. The relatives were duly 
informed of this order, but did not attend the cremation, although it was post- 
poned to the evening in order to give them full opportunities of doing so. 

A full enquiry was made by the Divisional Commissioner, and Govern- 
ment are satisfied that the action taken bv the Jail authorities and* the Addi- 
tional Magistrate was in compliance with the provisions of the Jail Code and 
the orders of Government dealing with eases of this kind.” 
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By the Hoii’ble Bahu Amhika Charan Mazumdar - 

* 21. * (ft) Ilfmn whose initiative are proceedings under the Defence of 
I ridia Ac.t usually taken ? 

(h) fs it a fact that these ytrocieedings are usually based upon infor- 
mations su])plied by spies and by the officers of the Criminal Investigation 
Department ? 

(c) Are written copies of charges supfdied to the arrested persons and 
explanations in writing taken from them before an order of internment is 
]:)asHed against them? 

Answer by the llon’lde Mr. Kkrr : — 

(^/) Usually on the initiative of superior ollicers of the Police, subject to 
cortRin administrative guidance. 

(h) It is not a fact that such prcK-eedings are usually based on information 
supplied by spies and ( -.T.!). officers. On the contrary, t here is a large quantity 
of material, botli documentary and oral, on which sucli action is based. 

(r) The llon’ble Member is referred to the answer alrc'ady kid on the table 
to Question No. VIl (unstarred) of the llon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta.” 

Hv the Iloirble IlAmr Amhika Charvn Maztimdar : — 

^ 22. (ft) Are the (lovernmeiit a\\are that, the town of Faridpur is 
seriously threatened by the river Ikdnia and that the railway line below 
Faridpur station has been breached causing great hardshijis and inconvenience 
to the public? 

(h) Are the Government considering t he desirability of causing a diversion 
line from somewhere aliove Slnvarampur before the next rainy season ? 

(c) Are there any grounds for the belief that the present temporary 
station at Govindpur is likidy to be washe<l aw^ay befon' the next rainy season ? 

Answer by the lloiFble Mr. Grkkn 

" (ft) Tlie Eastern Bengal Railway line has been breaihed about a mile 
from Faridpur railway station and a temporary station lias been opened at 
a distance of about I J miles from the nearest part of t la* town. 

(h) 'Idle (jiiestion of building a diversion line is being considered by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Administration. A final decision has not yet been 
arrived at 

(e) The river has stopped cutting for the present and further damage 
is not anticipated before next rains It is not ])ossible to forecast now what 
further damage may occur during next rainy season." 

Hy the lloirblc Mr. A. Rasul 

* 23. (a) Is it a fact that at the last election of a member by the Special 

Muhammadan (dectorato of the Presidency Division the voting ])apers of 
electors Nos. 339 and 356 did not reach the office of the Returning Officer and 
were not, thei’eforc', counted by him at the time prescribed for the counting of 
votes ? 

(b) If this is correct, what steps have been taken to ascertain whether 
these two electors actually recorded their vok's ? 

(r) If they did record their votes, what became of their voting papers? 

(d) If the votes were actually recorded and the voting papers have been 
destroyed or misplaced, are the Government considering the desirability of 
setting aside the election ? 

(p) If the two voting papers have lieen lost, what steps have been taken 
bv the Government against the Attesting Officers at whose offices the votes 
were recorded, with a view to prevent the destruction and loss of voting papers 
in future ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Sub-Registrar of Dumuria did not attend office 
on the 5th June, 1016, the last date for the recording of votes? 

(f/) Is it a fact that Abdul Bari Sardar (elector No. 904) made an affidavit 
before the Sadar Subdivisional Officer of Khulna, to the effect that on the 5th 
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June, 1916, he called at the Dumuria Sub-Registrar's oftice to record his votes, 
but could not do so on account of the abseiict' of the Sub- Registrar, who did 
not conic to the oflice until the 6th June, 1916 ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the vote (d Abdul Bari Sardar could not be recorded 
in time for the want of an Attesting Officer / If so, are the Government 
considering the desirability of recording the vote now '/ 

(/) Is it a fact that the Sub-Registrar of Khulna refused to record the 
\ote of Abdul Bari Sardar unless he was identified by two senior ])lca(lcrs or 
a landlord ? 

{]) Is it a fact that tlie names of Abdur Rahim Molla and Muhammad 
Raziuddin Ali were printed tw ice in the same list of electors, that two voting 
papers w^ere issued to eac'h of them, and that two votes wei'e recorded by eacTi 
of them ’( 

(A*) If this is (‘orrect, are the (iovcrnmeiit considering the d(‘sirabilitv of 
cancelling one of the votes at least of each of tlicse cl(‘ctors and ordering a 
recount of the votes obtained by the candidates ? 

(/) Is it a fact that tlu* .loint Sub- Registrar of Khulna refused to accejit 
the identification of certain Mukhtars, and that one of the said Ulukhtars 
felt so aggrieved at this that he submitted a petition to the District Magistrate 
of Khulna ? 

(m) Is it a fact that a pleader's clerk and tw’o Mukhiars, one after the 
other, jirescnted themselvi's before the tioint Sub Rcgistrai’ of Khulna to 
identity Abdnr Rahim Molla and Bishu Molla (electors JS'os. 950 and 1019), 
Imt tliat he refused to accept their identification and consctpicntlv the votes of 
thes(‘ tw’o electors could not be recorded at Khulna 

(//) Is it a fact that subsequently one of these electors, named Abdur 
Rahim Molla, w^as brought to Calcutta by one of the candidates, and as he had 
received two voting jiapers, he recorded two votes in favour of the same 
candidate'/ 

(o) Is it a fact that the Sub- Registrars of Scaldah and Alipori*, who 
were Attesting Officers, had voles nn-orded in the presence of identifiers and 
others, and did not supjjly envelopes to t Ik* electors for the jiurpose of (inclosing 
Iheir voting pa])crs, as is prescribed by the ruh's? 

(n) Is it a fact that when it was know’ii that votes were being rc'cordcd 
in this manner a protest wan made to the Sub Registrar (d' S(*aldah ami 
apjo'chension was expressed that unless the vot(*s were recorded in a screi'iUMl 
])lace, as rcijuircd by tin* rul(‘s, and voting pap(*rs wi*n* enclosed in env(‘lo[)es 
by electors tliemselvi's, they might be tampered with or misplacrd, but that 
no not ice was taken of the protest ? 

{(/) Are the Government considering the d(»sirability of cantvlling the 
votes recurd(Mj at Sealdali and Alij)orc ? Is it not a fact that it is laid down 
in the instructions relating to elections that “ Neglect on tin* part of tin* 
(dectqr to comf)lv with anv (»f these instructions shall render the vole 
invalid ”? If so, are the Government considering the d(\sirability of declar- 
ing the election null and void ^ 

(r) Is it a fact that the Sub-R(‘gistrars of Scaldah, Alipore, Knshtia. 
Chuadanga and Kandi canvassed for one of the candidate's and dissuad(‘d 
some of the ekvtors from recording their votes in favour of the other 
candidate’s? 

(>•) Will the Government be pleased to state how the (‘lection will lx* 
affected if the irregularities referred to in the above question are found U) 
be true? 

(t) Are the (jovernment taking any steps to prevemt tin* rccurnmc'c of 
such irregularities and eorrujit- practices as are set forth in the above 
questions ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr 

“ These questions deal with the validity of an election lieJd under the 
authority of the Regulations for the nomination and (dection of Additional 
Members of the IjCgislative Council of the Governor of Fort William in 
Bengal. 
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The validity of the election was brought in question at the time and the 
{Governor in Council dealt with the matter in accordance with the procedure 
laid down in Regulation XVI of the said Rt^gulations. 

The (jovernment are not j)repared to make any statement in Council on 
the subject/’ 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendha Chandra Mitra Bahadur 

PoriiMiictti W Will the Government be pleased to state what measures, if any, 

III the Hurdwan have been suggested by the Superintending Engineer of the Burdwan Circle in 
Divnion. Older to ])rcvent the periodical floods which occur in the s^weral districts of the 

Burdwan Division ? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to state the amount of damage done to 
ju’ojierty by the recent floods in the several districts of the Burdwan Division in 
relation to — 

(/) standing crops, 

(//) dwelling-houses, and 
(Hi) cattle? 

(c) Has there been any loss of human life owing to the recent floods? 

(fi) Will the Government be pleased to state tlie rnesii-iires adopted for the 
relief of the flood-stricken people? 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mu. Ghken : - 

“ (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given by me to starred 
Question No. 5 at the Council Meeting of the 12th January, 1916. The 
measures suggested by tin* Superintending Engineer, South-Western Circle, 
may briefly be staU'd as follows:- ■ 

(/) 'file ('xeavaticjii of an escajre (*hannel from the 3Hth mile of the 
(■liidua Circuit embankment to the r>th mile of the liujmaraiii 
right embankment. 

(//) The improvement and extension of the lloorhoora Khal. 

(Hi) The rediremont of the* Baksi Khal emhankm(‘nt at tlu‘ Kiipnar*ain 
end and the widening of the Khal. 

(Ir) 'fhe construction of a shoil clianiiid at Khiina on tlu‘ Gaighatta 
Khal to join with theGhis])ati Khal. 

(r) Tlic const I’uction of reservoirs in the (‘atchiiient of Barakar river 
to hold up a j)ortion of the Damodar flood. 

(ri) The declaration of (‘ertain areas under section (i of the Embank- 
ment Act 

(M, (c) A* (d) The IJon'ble Member is referred to tlu* information contained 
in the Press comnumiqvv of October 19, 1916, a copy of which is laid on the 
table.” 


VopH of /Ve.s.^ CommHniquv referred to in the a)iSiver Inj the JTon'bln 
Mu. (illEEN to quei^tion No. 21 {starred) asked tnf the HoiChle Rai 
Moiiendua Cuandu.v Mitra Bahadur at the Co}nmt Meetinq of the 
13th t)ecemher. 1016. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 


AQRICULTURE. 


PRESS COMMUNIQUE. 


Government have received reports from the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division, which contain the following particulars regarding the 
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offectB of tho floods which occurn'd at ihi'ond of Sopteinluu- and tho he^iniiin^f 
of October in the Burdwan Division : — 


(«*) Damouak Flood. — The total area attcctod is 127 square miles, hut 
only 23 square miles, coinin'isiii^ 20 villages, havt< been seriously aflected. 
There was no loss of human lifi*, and the loss of cattle was not coiisiderahle. 
About 3,000 houses ciollapst^d. The damage? to tin* rict' i!rop in thi' 
airocted area is (‘Stimati'd at alsait four annas. The crops wt»re not subnuM-^red 
for more tliaii twmity-four loMirs. No ndief measures have been fouml 
necessary in this area. 

(//) Ajay Flood IN Bi'KDWan Disruirr. — The total area aliected is 1.07 
s(|uaro miles, eomprisiiiij Kiit villages, In 87 of which tlie tlamafife is rt‘porleil 
as beintr serious. Two pi‘oph (^a leper and an old woman) and llMieailof 
cattle w<‘re drown(‘d, and 18,111 housi<s belonjyinfr to l),t)71 hoiise-liohhu’s were 
d<‘stroyed. The damage to tin* ri(a* crop in the .alft^etc^ 1 area is estimate 1 at 
(d^jht annas. In many placi*s the (!rops wen^ submi‘r^ifed for four or livi* days 
continuously with the result that thi‘y were destroyi^d. 

{lii) Ajav Flood in Iiiuhiilm Disruier. — The total art^a aHecltnl Is 88 
s(]uare mill's, (;oinprisin^j 1 13 villages, in 20 of whiidi tlic houses have bei'ii 
almost (!()mj)letely di'slroyed. There was no loss of human life, but about .‘lOO 
head of catth', in a Idition to lar^^e numbers of sheej) and ^»‘oats, arc rejiortcil to 
hav(i l»eeii drowiit'd. The nunibiM’ of houses destroyed is estimated at l.h,()0(). 

In the jnrnater part of tin' lloolel area in Hirblium disi riet tln^ water 
subsided after two or three days, but in a small area tlie crops wi're 
submerged for biiir or five days and were ib'stroyed. Di'posii’s of sand left 
by the flood Ijave also done eonsidmviblo dama^ft' in Birbhum district. 

[iv) Sklyk Flood in (Iiiu'al Subdivision ok Midnacouk Distukt. — The 
total area aflecti^ I is hot ween 20 ainl 30 square mill's, and the winter rice crop 
is expi'Cted to have been totally dost roved in an area of al>our 10 square miles. 
Tlieri' was no loss of human life or of cattle, ainl very few hoiist's were 
<h^stroyed, as the country is very liable to floods and the houses are built on 
liiLifh f^round. On account of lii^h tides, and the flood and tin* Darnodar, the 
water did not flow oil for seven days. It is e.xpi'cted. however, that where, the 
winter rice has been d(*stroyed it will be possible to ^row ht>r(t rici*, and as 
last year’s crops w(*re pfood, no relief has been found necessary at pi’esont. 

2. The ilo )d in the Ajay reached its hi^jlmst level on 23rd September in 
the day time, and t he |)eo])le had sullieient warning to enable them to take 
refuge on the roofe of their houses : otherwise the loss of life would have hf*im 
serious. While tin* lloo 1 remaiim'l high, the pi'oph* in the area aflected by 
the. Ajay siilfered very severely from expfisure to the weathe.r and want of 
fool, and the absence of boats made it. very ditlieult to convey relief. 

3. All possible iiieasureH for relieving the distress were taken by the 
Collectors of Birbhum and Burdwan, who received full assistance from other 
officials and Irom ])rivate ])(‘rsons, and no time was lost in organizing relii'f. 
The Collector of Midiiapore visited ano inspected the aflected an*a in his 
district. Allotments of lls. 1,00, 000 for loans and of lls. 20.000 for gratuitous 
relief have been made by (lovernnient in Burilwan district, and of Its. 30,000 
for loans and Rs. 10,0 )0 for gratuitous relief in Birbhum district. These 
sums have been supplemented by private siibscrijitions, and grants of 
Rs 8,000 from Babu Joy (lovind Law’s Fund and of Rs. 2,0 )0 from Babu 
Ram Lai Mukhi*rji’s Fund, which arc held at the dispos.il of (lovernment for 
giving relief on such occasions as this, have been placed at the disposal of 
the Commissioner. 


DAUJKKLINCr. 

The 19th October, 19l6. 


L. BIRl.KY, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 

* 25. (a) Are the Goveriiinent awjire of the large number of cases of 
cattle-{)oi8oning occurring in Bengal? 

(b) Are the Government taking any action in the matter? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. Kerr : — 

“ (a) The number of such cas(‘s rejxirted in Bengal during the years 
1912, Hii;b 1914 and 1915 was 302 337, 259 and 275, res])ectively, and the 
number of persons convicted (luring the same jieriod was 73, 109, 81 and 108, 
res[)ec,tively. Tlie figures for the current year are not at present available, 
but (joverninent are not aware of any abnormal increase in this form of crime. 

{b) Government do not projiosc to take any special action in the matter.’^ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Maitendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 20. Will the ( iovernimuit be pleiised to state w bet her they have come to 
any decision as regards reviving the public examination at the end of the 
Middle School Course ? 

Answer by the Iloirble Mr. JIornkij, : — 

“ 'the nuiUer wiis diseiissed at a conference of educational oHicei’s held 
in Noveml)er 1915, and is now under the consideration of tJie Director of 
Public Instruction.” 


By the llon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mjtra Bahadur : — 

*27. ((/) Have the Government under consideration any selienu' for 

revising the syllabus of the following courses : — 

(?) Lower Primary, 

(?/) Upper Primary, 

(m) Middle Vernacular, and 
(?>) Middle English ? 

(h) if not, will the Government Ih‘ pleased to state whether they con- 
template tixking up this mattci at an early date ? 

Answer by the Iloirble Mr. IIorneiu. : — 

“ (a) (h) The matter is at present under the consideration of the 

Director of Public Instruction.” 


By the llon’ble Rai Mahkndr v Chandra Mitra Bahadur * — 

* 28. Will the Government be pleasi»d to lay on the table a statement 
legarding the constitution of all Union Committees established up to date, 
showing the number of members elected and appointed in. each case ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ statement is placed on the table showing the constitution of all Union 
Committees established up to 29th November, 1916, and the number of members 
elected and appointed in each case.” 
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Statemont rfifenyd to bf/ the llnnhh* Mu. Donald in his Anstvrr in Qnesfion 
No. i Starred) as irrd hji the Hon'blr |\*ai Maiikxdua Chanduv Mitua 

BaiiadL'U at the Oonncil Mertimj of the 13th ihrrtnbrr. hUG. shinoiny the 
constitntion of alt Union Committees e.^tnbtished a/)tn 2Uth Noremher, 
1916, and. (he nnwber of members elected and ajyunnted in each e.a.se. 


i 

NuMHion or Mkmhkhs— 

Naiiio of 

1 




DisI riel. 

NaiiK* of L nion. 





1 


, A|)poiiit(‘( 

1. ' Total. 


'.'Mriiiari 


(i 

1 

1 « 


,Ahina(I|)ur 


(i 

! (i 


1 Maiikar 


!) 

: II 

Jill rd wan ... 

^ , Haidyapur 


!) 

II 


Ba^oiapara 


\) 

11 


1 vSrikhanda 

.. 

U 

II 


1 firihati 


1) 

' II 


'iJoJpur 


!) 

1 !t 


Misliipiir 


!) 

! !t 


Diilirajpiir ... ... 


<1 

1 11 

JJirbliuni ... 

\ Nalliali ... ... 


i U 

1 9 


liLaiii])iirlial 

(i 

: -F 

9 


Jbiijjiir ... ... I 

(i 

3 

1 II 


J'iiiki.r ... ... ' 

... 

I) 

i !) 


[ Kotalpiir 


1 7 

1 7 

Jia Ilk lira ... 

■j 1‘alasdaiif’a ... ... , 


1 7 

i 7 


1 Pakliaima 


1 7 

1 7 


f ('ontai 



^ II 


1 .lura ... ... , 


J) 

II 

Mi(lna]»ort* 

J’aiiskura 


1 9 



1‘iii^la 


J) 

! II 


DjiiiIoii 


: 9 

' II 


Pandiia ... ... ' 

— 

!) 

1 II 


liala^ar .. ... i 


1 ■> 

II 


lioi ll(*h(‘(‘ 


1 b 

1 9 


Diianiakhali ... 


i 

' II 


Dliohajiara 


II 

11 

lloo^hly ...* 

(iU])ti]>ara 


: :i 

! 9 


(diaiidilola 


1 7 

7 


•Janai .. ... i 


! 7 

7 


Ffarii»al ... ... ' 


' II 

II 


Shfakliala ... ... i 


1 

• II 


Hall ... ... j 


1 

j t 

i 7 


Amta ... ... ' 

* ” () 

1 ;i 

! II 


, iia;>iiaii 

6 


1 9 

Howrah ...-( 

; J)omjur 

6 

i •» 

.1 

1 II 


Ja^^alballaUpiir 

6 

<> 

f) 

11 


UJuluM'ia 

(i 

•» 

•) 

; ii 


. Itinda 


II 

i II 


I.Tadiirhati 


II 

1 9 


Jiahiita 


7 

1 7 


Madrail-Narainpnr ... ! 

... 

7 

[ 7 


I^ajibpur 


5 

' h 

2J-Par^^anaH ^ 

Malikboria 


5 

1 7i 


‘ Dianiond-lJarbour 


II 

; 9 


1 Hajipore 


II 

1 II 


; Maf^rahal 



II 

! 9 


1 Mollarcdiak ... ... ' 


II 

1 9 


Bond 


II 

! II 

( 

1 MiwuL'iiflia 


II 

i 9 

Nfidiii < 

! Kissen^^anj 


7 

7 

11 % # # • ^ 

1 Cbuiidanga 


7 

7 

i 

j Poradab 

i ! 


7 

7 
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Nuuk* of 
District. 


Mursliida- 




Khulna 


Kari(l[)iir ... 


Dacca 


XrMBER OF Members— 
Name, of Union. ! 



KlecU‘d. 

Apjiointcd. 

1 Total. 

f Paiiclitiipi 

1 

1 

!» 

i 

9 

' Mirza|)ur 


\) 

9 


J'alkabari 


5 

5 


Auraijgai>ad 


9 

. 9 


Choa 


S 

« 


Bongaoii 

' 

7 

1 ^ 


Jhciiidah 


!) 

I !) 


Jiarinakundu 


1) 

i 


Kalia 

1 

9 

!) 

M Jiff lira 


i) 

9 

itiia 


9 

9 

l.Narail 


9 

9 

'SeMiliati 

... 

!) 

' 9 

i Daiilatpiir 


9 

!) 

; Dinnuria 



9 

Ba^crlial 

• » • 

9 

i 

Mu liar 

. . . 

!l 

1 !> 

Nawapara 


9 

9 

, Kalaroa 

' ••• 

U 

9 

1 Ma/^mra 

... 

!) 

9 

(loalpara 

1 

<1 

9 

IMiiiltaia 


9 

9 

j J\*ajl)ari 

1 1 : 

:i 

7 

l^in^^sa 

4 

3 

7 

1 Baliakandi 

1 : 

3 

7 

iSihcliar 

1 1 

;; 

7 

Bahnifj: 

i 1 1 

.3 

7 

Blian^^a 

! 4 ' 

3 

7 

1 Bhiisna (B(>alinari ) 

<> 

1 .» 

2 

.5 

i Mc^diua 

O 1 

1 

7) 

j.Ianialjuir 

' 3 

- ' 

a 

1 Ihijoir 

4 

3 i 

7 

Dakliinhan 

3 

^ 1 

5 

fi 

Suhliadva 

1 d : 

.‘i 1 


Kalalia 

* (; 

3 ! 

9 

Tc^^huria 

d 

3 1 

9 

1 Na\val)^^•lni 

d 1 

1 

9 

l^i'iinir 

! ; 


!» 

.linardi 

; d ' 

3 ! 

9 

1 Kiilif-iinj 

. d * 

3 

9 

' Dhamrai 

d ! 

3 1 

9 

Tcluljliora 

(; 

3 1 

9 

, Panclidona 

(i ! 

3 1 

9 

Malicspur 

' ‘‘ 1 

• > 

9 

1 Lcbntala 

d ' 

• > 

.) 

9 

Srinagar 

. d ; 

3 

9 

Fatulla 

: d : 

3 

9 

Aminpiir 

d ! 

3 

9 

Shekharnagar ... 


3 

9 

1 Jhijnagar Said fair 


3 

9 

1 Jxasimia 

d ' 

3 

9 

1 Hasara 

d 

3 i 

9 

Ichhapura 

i 

3 

9 

Birlara 

1 d : 

3 j 


Syainsidhi 

> d ' 

3 ' 

9 

Sholagliar 

d ' 

3 ! 

9 

Biiagyakul 


3 j 

9 

Haldia 

d 

3 1 

9 

JJetkii 

() 

3 1 

9 

Abdullajlur ... 

6 

1 

9 

I Dliipnr 

6 

1 

3 

9 
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Name of 
District. 


Naiac of I'nioii. 


Numbkk of Mkmbkhs— 
Elected. A piMdiUi'd. 'rnlal. 


Dacca — 
auK'lfl, 


'ri[>jK*ra 


Noakliaii 


Bo^^ra 


Haii^piir 


Aiitshald 
Kalina 
Mirkadini 
I Bajr.ijo^diii 
Cliar Kj‘\var 
i 1 la sail 
l^aliei’ak 
^ (Miar Silai 
Baira 
' llatij)ara 
Balia 
j (iarj)ai‘a 
Saturia 

' Maiiik^^anj 
Mirpiir 
ii^dcsain 
, Sa ra i I 
I Naluiia^ai’ 

... Akliaiira 
' Mall.d) 
Bajipiiij 
(iai)dliarhapin' 

( Lakiiipiir 
Hatia 
I Saiidip 
i Feni 

' ; Santa liar 

liilli 

J . .laijMii'liat 
I Sonatala 
, ('liandanhari 
! Du pcliaiieiiia 
Sa<l vajnisk.il n 
! (lohinda^aiij 
; M:iiiin:a;.'aiij 
.Jlarijnir 
' ('iiilinari 
(laihandlia 
' (iojialjnir 
„.{ Badar^.'iiij 
("lijnir 
Niljiliainari 
I Bliotinnari 
Diinla 
Doinar 
Kisliorpmj 
Knri^rani 


I 


() 




!J 

S 

(I 

i; 

i; 

(I 

I 

7 

7 

7 

7 

ii 

s 

I 

!) 


!) 

!J 

!l 

7» 

i) 

9 

9 

9 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur • — 

* 29. Are the Govemraent considering the desirability of directing that 
in Union Committees constituted under section 41 of th'‘ Bengal Ixtcal Self- 
Government Act, two-thirds of the members shall be elected by the residents of 
the Union? 

Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. Donald : — 

“ The practice of Government, when new Unions are established, is to 
direct that two-thirds of the members shall be elected by the residents of the 
Union, unless there is reason to believe that the Union is not suflBciently 


Representation 
of Union 
residents in 
Union Com- 
mittees. 
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advanced for the elective system. Inquiries will be made whether the «ame 
system can be introduced in Unions in which all the members are at j^esent 
appointed when their ))rescnt term of office expires.” 


By the Ilon'ble Rat Maheni)R\ Chandra Mttra Bahadur : — 

AUeged insnni- * 80. (u) Arc the Gov(*rniiient aware of the present insanitary condition 
oCtlu* liiM-liainpoiy Sluice on tile Bhatriratlii Kiiil»:uikint‘iit winch is in (dose 
Sluice. proximity to the Sadar Hospital, BerhaTnjiore, in the district of Miirshidabad ? 

(h) Are the Government in jiossession of any report made by the Super- 
intending Engineer, Central Circle, or the Executive Engineer, Nadia Rivers 
Division, on the subject? 

(c) I f HO, will the Government lx‘ pleased to lav on the table a copy of the 
refxirt and state what action has been taken in this connection ? 

(fi) If no report lias been 7•eceivt‘d, an* the* GoviTiiment considering the 
desirability of directing tbe District Magistrate to hold an inquiry into the 
matter in consnltetion with the Engineer concerned? 


Answ(*r by the Hon’ble Mr. (hiEEN : — 

“ (a) & (h) Yes. 

(r) The Executive Engineer has proposed the following improvements : — 

(1) ojiernng out two man holes in the arcli in the wmpound of the 

Mission House, 

(2) straightening the channel from tlie sluice to the Berhampore road 

culvert and making the bottom and sides pvcca. 

The Sujierintending Engineer in his letter No. 8700 G.. dated 28th June, 
1016, has reported as follows 

‘ The length of the Berhampore channel from the river to the hhil is 
2 200 fe(‘l. The first tOO feet is tluMMilrance channel, and then there is the 
sluice, the barrel of which is 225 feet long below tin* Strand Road and the 
compound of the Mission Boarding. The barrel in the countryside is open and 
in tbe riverside is f)rovided with a scrc'w-gcar shutter. After this barrel there 
is an open channel 125 feet long and tlam follows a municipal road culvert with 
a long undei’ground barrel bfiving /fttrea houses on each side of the road. 
After this culvert there is about 900 feet of o])en channel with irregular bed 
and side slopes, running in a zigzag way, ha\ing /ff/ern and Mcha houses on 
the banks. The channel receives tlie washings from various municipal 
drains which stagnate throughout the whole year, till the channel receives its 
flushing by the admission of river water during tbe silting operation of the 
bhil. The barrel being underground, long and dark, it is very difficult to clear 
the silt. Tt is for this reason, as well as for ready examination of the barrel, 
that some impiovement is considered to be nec’cssary.’ 

(^) The proposal is receiving the consideration of Government.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 


[Thr aiiUH'prr, io which wore hi id on the table,) 


Kxpi'iHlituiT OtI 
oxoavatioii and 
repair ot tanka 
and p>pairs tn 
liospitnlH bv 
Oiatrirt Hoarda. 


P.v the llon’ble Mr. Provash Ghandkr Mtttkr 

I. Will the Government lie pleased to lav on the table a statement 
showing : — 

(/) the total income of the District Boards in Bengal for the years 
1918-14, 1914-15 and 1915-16; 

(ii) the amount spent by them during the said three years — 

(а) in the excavation of new tanks, 

(б) in the repair of old tanks, and 

(r) under the head of “Hospitals and Dispensaries”; 
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• (jit) wliat percentage of the total income has been spent during these 
three years on the hea«l mentioned in clause (i/); and 
{ic) the closing balances *)f the District Boards for’the said thiee 
yeais ? 


Answer by the Hon’blc Mr, Donald 

“Thellon’ble Member is leferivd to the Resolutions of this tlovecnment 
reviewing the RejKirts on the working of the District Boards in Bcii.ri,| f„r 
figures showing their income and dosing balances for the years and 

1914-15. A statement giving the other information asked’ for is laid on the 
table.” 


Memenl rep-rred to hi/ tto' IIon’ulk Mu. Doxaui i„ /./^ ,i„sirfir to Qui-stion 
No. 1 itJii.'itiirreili h// the Hon'iilk .Mr. I'uovasii t'liANDUii .\IrrTKU at the 
Council of the 13th t)ec(‘uihf‘t\ IhlO. 
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[13tII DErEMHER. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

uiTimhiir ^ the Govoriinierit Bwaiv that there was a serious dacoity com- 

'lippera. * mitted in village Lalitashar, within poliee-shition Muradnagar, in the district 
of Tippera, in September last ? 

(5) Is it a fact that the villagers, although unarmed, made an effort to 
capture the daeoits, wlio were armed with revolvers, and chased them for a 
long distance? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the fight which ensued, no less than five villagers 
were shot dead, and many more wounded and maimed for life ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the villagers succeeded in securing one of the daeoits 
v/ho met his death at their hards ? 

(e) Is it also a fact that the five villagers who have laid down their lives, 
and the others who have l)een disabled for life, were the bread-winners of their 
respective families? 




QuesfioHH (uul Atwoerfi. 


191<l.] 




(/) Will the Government l>e pleased to state wliiU ^c\^a^(^, ^ratuitv or 
Allowance, if any, has been granted by the Govern. i-cnt in recognition of tlu‘ 
services of these villagers and for making provision for their children and 
relatives? 

{g) If nothing has been done in tlie matt('r, will the Government be pleiised 
to say whether they are considering the desirability of making such grants as 
may appear to them to he suitable. 


Answer by the Hoii’ble Mr. Kfrr 

“ (a) & (b) The answers are in the affirmative. 

(c) Five villagers were shot dead and five were wounded, two of them 
seriously. The wounded men were removed to hospital and they have since 
recovered and returned to their homes. 

(d) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(e) Four of the five villagers who were killed and all the men who were 
wounded were cultivators or labourers with families. The fifth person killed 
was a boy 13 years of age. 

(/) & (?) Proposals on the subject have recently been received from the 
local officers and are now^ under consideration. In the opinion of Government 
the pluck and determination shown by the villagers in this case are deserving 
of full and liberal recognition.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akuil Oiianura Datta asked the following Siii'I'lk- 

MENTARY QUESTION : — 

With reference to th(‘ answers given to elcTUS(3s (/) and [y) of my 
viuestion, will (he Government be pleased to state when tin* proposals r(‘ft*n*ed 
io wore received from the local officiu’s? 

The Hon’ 1)1(3 Mu. Lyon said : — 

The proposals in (pieslion were lirst l^•c(‘ivcd jilnjut a month ago. Tliry 
were consid(3ro(HiiHuffi(jient. Government tluMvlort' reliirmMl ihe proj»osals to 
the local otficers for nu^onsideratioii. Tln*y liavt‘ Immmi revised and an* 

now, 1 holieve, on the poiiil of iiiial acceplaiiC(‘.” 


By the Ilon'ble Babu .Akiiii. (‘iiamdua Datta :-~ 

111. (a) Has the attention of the (iovernment l)e(‘n drawn to the case of 
Babu Durgadas Datta who was Sub-Inspector of Poliitc in the* district of 
Chittagong and who was dismi.ssed by the Superintendent of Police of that 
district on the 4th SepUnnber, 1915, on the report of Bahu Srish Ghandra 
Sarkar, officiating Inspector of Police? 

{h) Is it a fact that the sfiid Babii Durgadas Datta. in his explanation 
•questioned the rei)ortof the Insfieetor as maliciously fab:; and attributed it to 
^rsonal animosity and prayed for an inquiry by the Suiierinteiident of Police 
or by any other responsible officer ? 

/ {c) Is it a fact that the Superiiitendcmt of Police at fi»’st promised to make 

an inquiry, but that later on he changed his mind for reasons which have* not 
lieen commuTucatcd to the Snh- Inspector, and declined to make an inquiry a.> 
to the truth of the charge made aL'ain.st the Sub- Inspector '' 

{d) Is it a fact that no inquiry has been made by any officer and no 
opportunity has been given to the Sub-Inspector to disprove tin* allegation.s 
made against him, and that he has been condemned merely on the verbal 
information said to have been given to the Inspector by somi* per.sons who.se 
names were not disclosed hy tfe Inspector, although that officer was takeh to 
-task for this non-disclosure bv the Deputy rnspector-rieivovil uf Police ? 

(e) Is it also true that llie Inspector himself did not al](;ge that he made 
any inquiry as to the truth of the iuformatioii upon Avhicli the Sub-Jnspector 
was dismissed ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the whole charge against tin* Sub-Inspector was that 
an entry in his diary of the 15th June, 1915, to the effect that he had made a 


Dihiuim-ihI uf .1 
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local inquiry into a case of drowing was false, and that in point of fact he 
made the inquiry at the police-station? 

{g) Is it a fact that the Inspector himself accepted the report of the Sub- 
Inspcctor about the drowning case as correct and that the District Magistrate 
disposed of the case accordingly ? 

{h) Is it a fact that it is admitted by all ]>arties concerned that it was a 
true case of drowning and that there was no suggestion of any corruption or 
bribery on the part of the Sub-Ins])ector ? 

('i\ Is it a fact that the Sub- 1 nspector has got a record of twenty-four 
years’ good and loyal service in the Police Department ? 

{']) Have the (jov(»rnmcnt before* them any prrposal for a mitigation of 
the punishment accorded to the Sub-Inspector to something less than dismissal 
from service? 


Answer by llie Jlon’ble Mn. Kekr • - 

“ (iovcrnmeiit have received a memorial on this subject from Babu 
Durgadas Datta. No appeal lies to (Government against the orders fiassed hy 
lh(‘ Inspector ! General of Poliet*, but (Government have (‘xamined the record of 
the case, and are satisfied that there is no reason to interfere. Government are 
not pr(*|)ared to make a statement in this Council regarding the details of the 
cas(‘.” 


By the Ilon’lde Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 

IV. (a) Have the (.Government considered, or arc they considering, the* 
advisability of the appointment of an Advisory Board for determining all 
questions of internment under the Defence of India Act, as suggested in a 
memorial sulniiitted by the Indian Asswiation ? 

(h) Are the (iovernrnent jiroviding for Ihc education of interned students 
in those cases in which their guardians and parents are prepared to meet the 
cost of their ediicai ion 

{(•) Are the (Government taking any stejis for the reformation of young 
and impressionable detenus Inwoiul mere detention ? 

{d) Do the (Government take the parents and guardians of young and 
impressionable suspects into their confidence, and warn them as soon ns the 
poli(H‘ lu'gin (o susju‘ct that (heir children or wards, as the case inav b(*, ari^ 
inclined to go astray, and ask them to take particular care of such children or 
wards ? 


Answer hv the lloirble Mn. Kerr 

“ (a) The (’ouncil may rest assured that (Government give full considera- 
tion to all proposals made with regard to the Defence of India Act, 
and will not hesilatt' to ado])t any change in proci*durc which may seem to them 
likely to he productive of good. At the present moment there is no intention 
on the part of (jovernment to act on the IJnes suggested by the Indian 
Association. 

(h) Ilia few cases this has been permitted. 

(c) ^ (d) Action is now being taken in both these direetions. Reforma- 
tion is the chief object of the measures which are being adopted.” 


The Hoirble Habc Amiil (hiAXDiiA Datta asked the following Supple- 

MENTAliY C^CKSTION : — 

With reference to the answ'eis given to clauses (c) and (rf) of my 
question, wdll the (Government be iJeaseJ to state from what date action has 
been takmi in the din'ctioii indicated? 
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Tlio Hon’ble Mr. Lyon said : — 

‘’I think the Ilon’blo Member should jjive notice of tliat ciii»‘stioii.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 

V. Will the Governin<»nt be pleased to lay on the tjible a statement 
showing : — 

(ff) the number of persons who have been dealt with under the Defence 
of India Act in Bengal since the passing of the Act up to 
December, 1915, and the number of person^ so dealt w'ith since 
Dccemln'r, 1915, and the niimlKU’ of persons s(» d(*alt witli since 

(ft) the number of persons proceeded against for actually acting in a 
manner |)rejudicial to the piiidic safety : 

(c) the number of [lersons proceeded against for being al)out to act in a 
manner prejudicial to the public safety ; 

{d) the number of persons proceeded against for actually acting in a 
manner prejudicial to the defence of British India ; 

, (e) the number of persons proceeded against for l)eing al^oiit to act in a 
manner prejudicial to the defence of British India ; 

(/) the number of persons interned, district by disirict ? 


Answer in thi‘ lloirbh' Mr. Kkhk • — 

“ (a') The figures are cJItained in a statement (A) which is laid on the 
table. 

(ft), (r), {d) & (e) it is considered undesirable in the public interest to give 
any reply to these questions. 

(/) The figures are contained in a statement (B) which is laid on the table.” 


Stateaient (A) referred to in the answer ft// the liox’iUiK Mu. KiiRii to 
question No. V {unstarred) ashed by the Hon’rlk ]3abu Akhil Chandra 
Datta at the Council Meetimj of the I'Uh heceinb' 0 \ VJW. 


Nuiiihor of juTsons a/ present in domieih* whom 

orders were jmsseil between May 191.) and 
51st December, ... ... 5(1 

Aw^ay from home ... ... j;; 

With iclatives ... ... 15 


Number of persons at present in domicile against whom 
onlers were passed between January 191 tJ and 
Ist December, 1916 ... ...' ... 445 

Aw’ay from home ... ... 556 

With relative.s ... ... 1U7 


InterameaU 
under the 
Defenee of 
Ir.dift Act. 


Total number of i)erHons at present in domicile 


479 
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(^mHiions and Amwers, [K^th Dkcembes,. 

Statement (B; referred to in the answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr 

TO QUESTION No. V (UNSTARRED) ASKED BY THE IION’BLE BaBU AkHII* 

Chandra J)atta at the Council Meeting of the 13th December.. 
1916. 


Sfateninnf s/toivittfj home dMricta of <ietmu.% of those against ivhom 
orders irere passed vp to the 1st December s.1916. 


Calcutta ... ... ... ... ... ... o9 

24-Piir^iiiias ... ... ... ... ... 29 

Khulna ... ... ... ... ... ... 11 

JoHSore ... ... .. ... ... ... 16 

Nadia ... ... ... ... ... ... 16 

Murshidahad ... ... ... ... ^ 

Howrah ... ... ... ... ... 31 

llooLdily ’... ... ... ... ... ... 12 

Birhhum ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Bankiira ... ... ... ... ... ... 3- 

Midnapowi .. ... . ... ... 3 

Buitlwan ... ... ... ... ... 6 

Dacca ... ... ... ... ... ... 71 

Paridpui* ... ... ... ... ... ... 58 

Bakargaiij ... ... ' ... ... 14 

Mymensin^di ... ... ... ... ... 39 

Tipixrra ... .. ... ... ... .. 54 

Noakhali ... ... ... ... ... ... 7 


Chitta/^uuig 

Chittjifionf^ Hill Tracts 
liajHhalii ... 

Kaiif'pur ... 

Bo/jfra 
Malda 
Pabiia 
Darjeeling 
Dinajpur ... 

Jalpai^uri 

Punjal) 

Assuin 

Bikanir Stale 
Bi liar and Oj’issa 
Asiatic Turk 


6 

i) 


4 

21 


1 

3 

1 

L 

1 


Total 



By the Jlon ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

JptHnments VI. (o) Will the Government he pleased to slate whether, in the case if 

Defemp of pei’sous interned under the Defence of India Act, it is the invariable practice 
India .^rt. to formulate tiefiniU^ charges iji writing against the suspects 

(h) Are all the grounds of suspicion mentioned categorically in the written 
charge ? 

(c' Whip is the rank of the officer who draws up the charge ? 

(di Is there any foundation for the im|iiression that the suspect is asked 
merely to give full information as to his antecedents, and all that he knows 
about other sa8])ec'ts ? 

(e) Is the suspect allow'cd an opportunity of disproving the allegations 
made against him, and of clearing his character ? If so, what time, if any, is- 
ordinariN allowed to him for this purpose ? 

(/) Is each suspect asked to make a written statement ? 

(a) If an oral statement is taken, is it reduced to vrriting? 

(ji) If so, by an officer of what rank is this done ? 

(/) Is the suspect required to sign the oral statement when it has been 
i*educed to writing ? 

(j) If not, are the Government t*onsidering the desijrbility ot this being 
done ? 
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Answer by the Hoirble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a), {b) & {c) The Hori’ble Member is referred to the answer given to the 
question asked by the llon'hle lUbu Ambika Charan Mazumdar on the 4th 
September, 1916, whuh was as follows : — 

‘ In the case of each suspect wrho is interned under the Ik'fence of India 
Rules he is infornie<l generally as to the allegation made against him, and is 
. asked to state what he !\as to say in answer to them.’ 

Charges aie not reduced to wTiting. 

(rf) It is not the case that the suspect is merely asked to gi\e the detiiils 
mentioned in the quest ion 

(e) The suspect is allowed an opjmrtunity . no time-limit is impostul. 

(/) Each suspect is now iriMted to make at his option a written statement 
for submission to Government. 

(if) Tlie answ'er is in the affirmative. 

(/i) Ordinarily hv gaz(‘tted officers. 

(/) & (j) In every case he is given an opportunity to >ign Ids staitmient 
when it has been reduced to writing: hut no conqmlsion is used. 1 n most cases 
he does elect to sign. Government do not think it necessary to i-ompel him ” 


The H m’blo Kahc Akhii. Ghanoka Datfa aske I i.lie following Siieri.K- 
MENTAHv Question : — 

With refenmcc to the auHwe.r given to clause [/) of my (jiu^stion, will 
the Government he pleased to s^Tt(' from what date tin* proeednn^ that i‘aeh 
8asp(‘et is invited to make a written stateimmt, has hi*e.n intriMluced. 


'flic lloii’hle Mi{. Lu)N said : — 

“ I must ask tin* Ihui'lili* Menuher kindly logivt* notiei- of lliis (jiiestion.” 


Hy the Hoii’hle lUnt’ .\khil C’nANimA Datta — 

Vil. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the case 
of the dHenu, Nagcndra Kumar Guha Ray ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the order of internment was passed against him wdth 
out an o})portunilv being given to him to submit an exjdanation i 

Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) It is not the fact. Ai. opportunity was given to him to submit an 
• explanation, and he took advantageof thatofiportuiiity.” 


By the Hon’ble Baiu' Aj^iiil Ciia.ndra D.atta - 

VIll. (a) Are the Government aware that there is a widespread feeling 
throughout Bengal tJial people are being interned upon most iiisullicient 
materials ! 

(b) Are the GoverniiK'Hl also aware of e. feeling throughout Bengal that 
in many cases tlie police first make an arrest under section 54 of the (’ode 
o( Criminal Proeeduie and that, failing to di.scov<-r any evidence, they, as a 
last resort, take action under the Defence of India Act ? 

Aihswer by the Iloii'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(a) Government are aw’are that therc i.s a feeling to this effect in Bengal 
among many people. Government are also aware that there is also a feeling 
among many other people in Bengal to the opposite ’effect. 

(6) Governmejiil. are not aware of the existence to any great extent of ihi.'- 
feeling; in any case, if such a feeling exists, it is not justified in fact.” 


( 'tIM* 111 
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By the Hon’ble BAnir Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

IX. (a) Are the Government aware that there was a disastrous flood in 
the district of Tippera in October, 1916, owing to breaches in the embank- 
ments of the Gumti river ? 

{b) If so, will the Government \ye pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing : — 

(i) the area affected by the flood; 

(it) the area of agricultural land so affected ; 

(Hi) the area of that {)ortion of the affected land on which paddy crop 
was standing at the time of the flood and which was destroyed 
by the same ; 

(iv) the total value of the crop damage<l ; 

(r) the total damage to houses and other f)roperty ? 

(r) Arc' the Government aware that there was a flood in the piweding 
year also due to the same cause ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement with 
respect to this last mentioned flcM^xl, also giving all the particulars indic^ated in 
clause (h) of this question ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. (iReen : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(h) 0 One hundred square miles. 

(ii) Eighty square miles. 

(m) Fifty square miles. 

(iv) Roughly estimate.^] at Rs. 6 lakhs. . 

(r) Not serious. 

(V) Yes. 

(d) The flood of 1915 was in a different area. 

(/) Fifty square miles. 

(//) Nearly 50 square miles. 

(in) Nearly 50 square miles. 

(iv) Roughly estimated at Rs IJ lakhs. 

(r) Small.” 

By the Hon’ble B\nr Akhii. (’handrv D.atta :-- 

X. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state on how many occasions 
there have been breaches in the Gumti embankments during the last ten years 
which have resulted in floods^ 

(h) Was there destruction of crops on each of these occasions? 

(c) Was the damage on each of these occasions a|)proximately of the same 
magnitude as that caused by the floods of 191. and 1916 ? 

Answer by the lIoii’l»le Mrp Green : — 

" (a) The following is a statement of the breaches in the Gumti embank- 
ments which are on record. 

In 1906, a year of exceptional rainfall, there were high floods with 
several breaches. ^ 

In 1909 there was a bad breach which affected the railway. 

In 1913 there were no breaches above the Assam-Btuigal Railway bridge, 
but the right embankment, where it had l)een lowered and demolished but re- 
erected, was breached in four places. 

In 1914 there were two breaches in the left and three in the right embank- 
ment in the Raitkara and Gangamandal estates, respectively. 

In 1 91 5 there were two breaches in the right embankment above the Assam- 
Bengal Railway bridge and four breaches below it. 

In 1916 there were two breaches above the Assam-Bengal Railway bridge 
and one below it. There were also several breaches in the right bank within 
the Gangamandal estate in that section of the embankments which had J^n 
partly demolished and bwered in the war 1892. 
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{b) There was destniction of crops in li)I3, 1015, 191(1. There is nothing 
on record as regards destruction of crops in tlie other years. 

(r) No\ the floods of 1015-16 aj)pear to have caused more damage than in 
any previous year.” 

lly the Hon'hle lUi^r Akhil Ch.andra Datta 

XL (^/) Will the (hnciT.mcnt he pleas(‘(J to lay on the table w rough ••'‘'Oumti 
(‘stimate of the total lo.ss to the raiyats during the last ten yeni’s by the 
destruction of crops in the flooded area due to breaches in the (lumli embank- 
ments ? 

(b) Is it a fact that experts have recorded an oj)inion that the ernbank- 
m(*nt.s are no longer suflicienl to alhml ]>rotection against floojis even in years 
of normal rains ? 

(r) Has th(‘ attention (»f the Clovernnient l)een drawn to th(‘ opinions that 
have i)e(m expressed that (haiiees of breaches in the (jiimli embaidvinents arc 
steadily increasing from yeai* to year and tlial then* is good reason to believe 
that the consequent flood will be an annual visitation ? 

(d) Are the Government aware that there is a feeling of inse(‘uri1y ami 
helplessness amongst the agricultural ))opuhition of a large tract of countiy 
at the pro.spect of breaches occurring every year in the Gumti embankments ' 

(e) Have the Government instituted inquiricwS — 

(/) as to the causes of the successive floods, and 

('//) as to the chances of floods increasing year after yi^ar ' 

(/') Are the Government aware that the town of Gomilla is in daiigiT 
of being flooded if any lircach occurs near the town on tin* town side of the 
river ? 

((j) Ts it a fact that the town of Gomilla lias very narrowly osca])od 
inundation on several occasions ? 

(h) Is it a fact that in ItllO the Ruficrintending Kngincer <if th(‘ Kasti'rn 
Circle expressed his deliberate opinion that there was no doulit that unhss 
steps were taken, it was onl\ a (pn^stion of years before the town would bo 
flooded, as the Gumti was slowly but surely rising and would continue to 
do so ? 


Answer by the Iloirble Mu. (iREEN : — 

“ (a) No estimate has been made exceifl for 1915 and 1016, in which years 
the damage is estimated at Rs. 1^ lakhs and R.s. 6 lakhs, respectively.’ No 
estimate is possible of the damage (lone in the lower nwudies of the riv(»r by 
breaches of the bunds in Paitkara and (langamandal parganas. The breaches 
of these bunds are frequent and are looked upon as ordinary iiKu’dents of the 
rainy season. 

(ft) No record can be traced of any exfiert opinion that tin* embankments 
no longer afford protection against floods in tin* vears of normal rainfall. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) As is dsually found in the* case of an agricultural pojiulation living 
beside an embanked river, fed from hill torn»nts, th(*re is a feeling of c/msider- 
able apprehension during periods of exce.ssive rain. 

(c) to (h) Yes." 


By the Hon’ble Bauu Akuie Chanura Datta 

XII. {(i) How long has the Gumti embankment question been under (.umti 
the consideration of the Government? «iMi)unkineDtfi. 

{b) In what year, for the first time, was the gravity of the situation first 
brought tJOThe notice of the Government ? 

(f) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any expert opinion ^ 
has been recorded that it is possible to contrej the flood.s and that the evils 
arising from the Gumti embankment are not irremediable ? 

(a) In what year was it first decided by the Government that immediate 
steps should he taken to solve the Gumti embankment problem ? 
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(^) How many conferences o£ Government experts and other Govern- 
ment officials have been hold for the solution of the said problei^? - 

(/) What various sc•h(^mes have been propounded by Government expprts 
to control the Gumti floods ever since the (|uestion has engaged the attention 
of the Government ? 

(f/) Have any of the schemes been tried ? 

{h) If so, what are th(' schemes whi(ih have been tried ? 

(?!) If not, will the Government be pleas(‘d to state the reasons why no 
steps have yvX been taken ? 

" (j) When did the Government first have under lionsideration the aban- 
donment of the Gumti embankment ? Have the Government come to ' any 
fina|[decision about it? 

Wlien did the |)ro|)osal of providing escape for discharge of surplus 

r ter come under the consideration of the Government ? 

(/) Is it a fact that this proposal has had the approval of expert opinion 
|br jome time past ? 

‘Wm) Is it a fact that the proposal has not been carried out on account of 
thd™itial costs of the escapes and of the necessary channels ? 

(w) Is it a fact that tlie Agent of the Assam-Bengal Railway expressed 
an opinion in 1910 that the control and maintenance of the bunds were such 
as to invite disaster ? 

(a) Is it a fact that he urged that some definite policy should be decided 
upon as soon as |)ossible ? 

(/i) Is it a fac!t that in 1912, the Agent of the Assam-Bengal Railway 
reiterated liis indictment against the autliorities responsible for the construc- 
tion and control of the bund, and com])]ained of the complete want of any 
<lcfinite scheme for controlling the river Gumti and the continued absence of 
any decision in the matter? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mk. (ikekn . — 

“ (a) Theeinhankiiieiitsnii the Ginnti were, not constructed hy, nor are they 
the property of, (ioverninent. The embankments on the u|)per reaches belonjy 
to His Highness the Ra ja of Hill Tippera, wdio has undertaken by, a sinHiial 
agreement to kee[) tliein in r<‘pair to th(‘ satisfaction of (hncriinienl. Tlie 
embankments on tlu' lower reaches belong to other private zainindars. 
All.h()U”li all thrsi‘ cnihnnkniiMilH are privnie projuuMy. ( J(>\ •‘niiiieiil Imvt' all 
along endeavoured to see that tliey are so managed as to do as much good and as 
lilile harm as ])osHibh'. The re(a»rds show that t JoverniiKMit liav(* made tlies^e 
endeavours from 1845, and probably from an earlier date 
(h) This is not a])])arent from the records. 

(f) Yes. 

(d) This is not apparent from the records. 

Three, within recent years, and probably many before. 

(/) The main seliemes which have been suggested are — (J) the construc- 
tion of retired lines of embankment, (£) the construction of escapes, (5) the 
construction of reservoirs to hold up a portion of the (Inmti flood. 

(ff), (A) & (/) Some retired lines have beem constructed The other 
schemes involve grave difliculties-- engineering, financial and administrative — 
and have not yet been attempted. 

(j) Sir Henry Harrison, in his account of the action of the Government iu 
dealing with embankments since the Permanent Settlement, stated: * In 
Tippera the embankments on the Gumti were abandoned in 1845 and the result 
was also reported to be s^itisfaetory.’ The records show, however, that the 
embankments were still in existence (perhaps reconstructed) in 1881. In 1884 
Colonel McNeile, then Chief Engineer, Bengal, proposed to demolish certain 
lengths of the embankments on the right bank of the river. This proposal was 
not accepted in full, but in 1890-92 the embankments oirthe lower reaches of the 
river were removed or lowered in height. The question of a further demolition 
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or reduction of embankments was considered in 1916, but Government decided 
not to take fui^Jlher action on these linel^^^until ewapes or I’eservoirs be 
constructed. ‘ 

{h) In 1884. 

(/) Opinions have Ix^en divided on this point. 

(m) As noted alx)ve, the reasons were partly financial and partly otherwise. 

(n) Yes. 

(0) Yes. 

(/>) Yes. Since then Go\ eniment h^ve undeTtaken to at^e that the embank- 
itients are maintained in the state in which they existed when tlje railway was 
under construction. The Railway Company has also made an additional 
bridgt'. As a result the railway line is now practically safe " 


llv the Hon'ble Hahtt Akiiil Chandra Datta 

XIII. (fl) Will the Govci nment be pleased to state whether it w^as the Oumti 
case that in consequence of the flood of 1915 there was a conference held at •mbwVmMK 
Comilla in April lOlfi 1o consider the Giiniti cnihaiikment problem under the 
presidt^ncy of the Hon’ble Mr. Boalson Bell ? 

{b) Was the (Hmfcrcnct* attended by the Superintending Engineer, 

Eastern Circle, the (-hief Engineer of the Assam-Bongal Railway and the 
IJistrict Engineer of Tippera 

{(•) Will the Govcriiineiit he fdca.sed to state tJic remedy or remedies 
decided on by the Hon'lde Mr. Beatson Bell in consultation with the said 
Engineers? 

(d) Was any step taken to give ofTect to the dtu*ision then arrived at ? 

(c) What has been the result of the conference ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the schemes of escape on either hank and the storage 
reservoir in th(; hills w(’re accepted by the Hon’bh' Mr Beatson BelT^ If 
so, have these |)rojeets been given effect to? 

(g) If not, will the Government be pleased to state th(‘ reasons why the 
said schemes were not carried out? 

(A) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to expert opinion ^ 
that the estimated co.st of the damage caused by the flood in a single year is 
much greater than the cost of the most expensive scheme yet suggested ? 

(?) [s it in the contemplation of the Government to take any stops or to ^ 
cause any ste|)s to be taken in accordance with export n|)inion ? [f so, what 
are tlip steps so contemplated? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mu. (iKEFN : — 

“ (a) & (b) Yes. 

(^)* (^)f (/). ({f) & (0 A copy of the proceedings of the oonferenee is laid on 
the table. The decision of Government was as follows : — 

‘ Unless and until storage reservoirs or escapes are provided, the embank- 
ments, and in particular the right embankment to the east of the railway bridge, 
shall he maintained as efficiently as [)os8ible and at a height not leas than that 
at which they stood when the railway w^as under construction.’ 

The schemes for storage reservoirs and escapes are still under consider- 
ation. 

(d) The Collector wm requested to se(j that the Tippera Ra j maintained 
the embankment on the lines of the Government order. 

(h) No expert opinion exactly to this effect has been received by 
Government.” 



562 Questions and Anstoers. [13th December, 

Proceedings referred to in the anstoer by the Hon*ble Mr. Green to question 
No. XIII (mistarred) asked hy the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra 
Datta at the Cmncil Meeting of the 13th December^ 1916, 


Conferenoe held at the TIppera District Board Office on the 
7th Aprili 1916i at 9 a.m. 


Present : 

The Hon’blk Mr. N. D. Bbatson Bell, c.h.t., c.i.k., Member of Council (in the 
Chair). 

E. Geake, Esq., lc.s., Commistiioner of the Chitta^onf? Division. 

J. II. Lindsay, Esq., i.c.s., Offg. Collector of Tippera. 

C. P. Walsh, Esq., Superintending Engineer. 

The Agent, Asaam-Bengal Kail way. 

The ('hief EngiiietT, AsKam-Bengal Railway. 

Babu Peary Charan Gupta, District Engineer of Tippera. 

„ PR AS anna Kttmar Das Gupta, Muiiiiger of the Tippera Raj Estate. 

„ Sita Nath Das, Manager, Gangamainlal Estate. 

„ Anukul Chandra Roy, Manager, Ward’s Estates, Comill.i. 

„ Kailasu Chandra Bhattachab.iee, Chairman, Municipality. 

RaI K. Banerjee Bahadur, Engineer, Gangamandal Estate. 

Babu Upendra Mohan Mitra, Legal Advisor, Gangamandal Estate. 

Maulvi Syed Abdul Jabbar, Zamindar. 

Babu Tarak Chandra Ohaudhury, Talukdar. 

„ Satyendra Nath Sen Biswas, Pleader. 

Tho Mcaiiagor of tho Tipjjcra Kaj ('xplainod tlial tin* ostac* wislu'd to 
remove' altogetln'i- tlic onibankmeiit on tlic north sich* of river both east 
%nd west of the railway, ljut to retain that on tlu' south sida By lliis the 
tow’ji of Comilla would Ix' saved, and the damage done to tlie raiyats on the 
north would not he excessive. 

Bah ii8alyendra Nath Srn Biswas, speaking on hohalf of the tenants of 
the Baj, oppcised the' removal ol' the embankment as "the crops would ])e 
destroyed and the damage dom* would he greater than if Oomilla were 
flooded. Ill this be was supported by several of tho actual tenaiiti? prescMit. 

Babu Upendra Mohan Mitra, speaking for the Gangamandal estate, 
mentioned the large increase in its value siiici^ the creation of the einbank- 
ment, that most of the estate was low lying and would be reduced to useless 
bhil land on its removal. In tin’s he was supported by Kai K. Banerjee Bahadur, 
who a])peared on Ixdialf of tlie Keceiver of this estate.* Tie laid stress on tho 
fact that the river section at Comilla is double that at dafargaiij and asked 
that two s])illB inlglit be madi*, oni' to the north and tin* other to the south, 
somewhere near Bibir hat. The (Tiairman ] ointed out that proposals for 
these two spills had already been examined hy engineers and rejected in 
1889. The tenants of this estate also spoke veliemontly against the proposed 
demolition. They said that before tin* building of the embankment the 
Gangamandal pargaiia was a waste, very sparsely inhabited, hut that now 
though lowlying it was pfofitoerous and su})i7orted a largo population. Several 
speakers suggested tliat the watc*r from a spill in tho north bank would 
probably find its way into the lowlying land of tho Gangamandal pargaoa. 
The Manager of the Tippera Raj Estate said ho was not much interested in 
the spill proposals, hut wanted the north embankment to be demolished. 

Enquiries by the Chairman elicited the fact that none of the estates had 
given any substantial help to their tenants who suLered last rains because 
of the breaching of the embankment. 

Babu Kailash Chandra Bbattacharjee stated that the last year had 
shown that Comilla town was in imminent danger of severe flooding and 
asked that something should be done to improve matters. He had no definite' 
suggestions to make. , * . 



1916.] Questions and Anstoers, 553 

The Agent of the Assam-Hengal iiailway ^skod that the right embank- 
ment to the east of the Railway might be retained. The new bridge, which 
wae almost complete, would afford sufficient outlet from water (*oming over a 
prepared spill as through a broach in the embankment. But it would not bo 
sufficient for the excess water which would come if the whole right embank- 
ment east of thti railway were removed. He asked if the left bank was not 
higher than the right and this was admitted. 

Finally Rai K. Banerjoe Bahadur , poijykted^ out that if the embankments 
were removnd the weak spots in tho natural bank would have to be 
strengthened by pitching to f)revont scouring once the river began to overflow 
its banks. 


By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. Irwin * 

XIV. Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) the quantity of tea imported into India during each of the last five 
years for which statistics have been compiled ; 

(n) from wliat tonntrics it has come, stating the quantity from each 
country; 

{Hi) the amount and rate of customs duty, if siny, levied on the same; 
and 

{h) if tho duty has been enhanced lately, to what extent it has been *50 
enhanced ? 


Answer by the Hou’blo Mr. Donald : — 

“ (i) The quantity of tea imported into India during each of the last five 
years is shown below : — 



lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

1911-12 

... 6,611.816 

4,373,936 

10,985,752 

1912-13 

... 4,521,310 

4,401,040 

8,922,3.50 

1913-14 

... 4,772,532 

3,787.840 

8,560,372 

1914-15 

' ... .5,476,790 

4,319,392 

9,796,182 

1915-16 

... 6,202,146 

5,7;M),368 

11,932,514 


{ii) A statement giving the required information is laid on the table. 

(Hi) The gross amount of custortis duty levied during the last five years 
is shown below : — 



f 

1911-12 

... • 18,952 

1912-13 

... 10,513 

1913-14 

... 10,756 

1914-15 

... 11,559 

1915-16 

... 12,887 

The rate of customs duty previous to the 1st March, 1916, was 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

,• (iv) The duty was raised to 
Ist March. 

7^ per cent, ad valorem with effect from the 
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Statement rejerred to by the llmble Mr. Donaij) in his Answer to Question 
No, XIV {unstarred) asked by the Ilonble Mr. 11. 11. Irwin at the Council 
Meeting of the iSth December 1916, 


StatoTiioiit Bbowiiig the iianioH of the oountrioH from which tea was 
imported into India during the last five ye>arH and the quantity from each 
country iioth by sea and land : — 


By Sfa. 

iaiM2. 


1I)H. 

United KiugdoA ,*« 23,378 

Aden and Dcperidciiciee ... 60 

('eyluii ... ... lj834,429 

StniitH SeltleiiieiitH (indiidiii;: 010,372 

Lalitian). 

Hong Kong ... ... 232,387 

Zatixibar and Remba ... ... ... 

Other Hritisli RiiHHewioiiH ... 765 


Total HritkHii Kmpin* 

2,701,391 

Germany 

1,440 

Turkey, Asiatic— 

Red Sea 

... 

Persian Uulf 

5 

Persia ... 

... 

Java ... 

72,717 

Cliina (i'XcluMive of Hong Kong and 

3,833,702 

Macao). 

Japan 

2,513 

Otiier Poreign Countries 

42 

Total Foroigii Count rius 

3,910 425 

Total of Tea by Sea 

6,611,816 


mt-it 

1913-14 

1914-16. 

1915-16. 

lbs. 

IhH. 

lbs. 

IIm. 

28,098 

5,416 

1,897,439 

69:1^524 

37,303 

2,716 

1,617,295 

589,240 

13, .354 
8,316 
1,74.5.084 
563,586 

15,976 

1,190 

2,431,566 

720,625 

198,195 

782 

260,386 

‘’550 

251,9.39 

8,160 

51 

1.53,825 

46 

160 

2,823,454 

2,397,489 

2,590,489 

3,323,388 

720 

6,640 

10 

28 

*’210 

104,8.13 
1,689, .574 

20 

1,898 

89.031 

2, 271, .523 

36 

8.529 

50,6.37 

68,361 

2,756,791 

140 

288,965 

2,586,969 

1,738 

781 

4,193 

1,738 

1,783 

154 

2,616 

40 

1,697,8.56 

2,375,043 

2,886,301 

2,S78,758 

4,521,310 

4,772,532 

5,476,790 

6,902,146 


ft If Land. 


Indian*-^ 

From Southern and WeHtoin 
^ Afgbanihtan. 

„ Central Abiii 
„ Tibet 
,, Nepal 
,, Hhntun 


Total 


Foreign — 

From TilM‘t 
„ Nepal 
Bhutan 

„ Weiltrn (3iinn ... 
„ Kaoldii Country ... 
„ North Siam 
,, North Shan Staten 
„ South Shan k^tutea 
,, Karcnnee 


Total 

Total of Toil by Land 


6,272 3,584 

... 


... 


224 

784 

2,128 

448 

2,464 

112 

112 

12,880 30,128 

1H,.592 

4,816 

40,880 

112 

112 


... 

19,712 33,712 

21,392 

0,712 

43,120 

21,7.52 13,664 

67 53t; 

20,160 

42,000 


24..528 

... 

18,032 

112 

... 

... 


17,136 26,096 

7ti,3H4 

58,352 

43,120 

11,312 

28,112 

30,800 

89,936 

112 224 

5,264 

... 

112 

4.291,840 4.310,208 

3, .560, 928 

4,198,992 

5,484,976 

12.432 2,464 

2, 3. >2 

4,032 

8,400 

7,840 3,360 

1,344 

I, .344 

672 

4,354,224 4'!b67,.328 

3,766,448 

4,313,680 

5,687,248 

4,373,936 4,401,0*10 

3,787.840 

4,319,392 

6,7S0,368 


By the Hon’ble Mahlvi A. K. Fazl-ui.-Haq 

XV. With reference to the reply given to my Unstarted Question 
No. XX at the meeting of Council of the 4th September last, ^rill the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that there are at least four 
Muhammadan students living in a hide godown at No. Sl,. Upper Circular 
Road, and liv ing in the midst of strangers ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. HoruejiL : — 

" It has been ascertained tha)^ two Muhammadan college students are 
living at No. 31, Tapper Circulaf'^Road, with their uncle and guardian, who is 
the tenant of the house. It is a residential house and not a hide godown. 
There are also a scholar of the Madrnsa, an ex-scholar of the .same institution 
and a medical student in the house.” 


By the llon*ble Mr. Altaf An 

X\'l. (a) Will the Govei'iinient be pleased t-o statt» whether it is a fact Si'Uiomont 
that the settlement operationt.in the Rajshahi Division have been indefinitely 
postponed ? Division. 

^6) If so, is there on/i^son for this step other than tiiatof ciirtailnient nf 
expenditure necessitated by the war in Europe? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) Settlement operations are in progress in Rajshahi district. Under 
normal conditions they would have been initiated in the districts of Pabna and 
Bogra during the current year, hut the settlement programme has Ix^en 
curtailed on account of the financial situation. 

(h) The answer is in the negative ” 


By the Hoii’ble Mr. Altaf Ali : — 

XVll. (a) Will the (Jovernment be pleased to state wh(*tljt‘r it is a i).Mth of Ho>h 1 
fact that Head t'onstabU Parosh (-handra Mosc, who was stationed at the 
Titagarh police-station, in the 24-lhu’ganas, lost his life in the diselmrge of lulw!* " ^ 
his duty in a scuffle with a number of gamblers whom he tried to arrest ^ 

(b) If so, have the (hwernmeni under consideration any pro|)osal to 
jirovide for his family ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr -- 

(a) It has been ascertained that on the night of the 26th October last 
information was received ajt the Titjigarh police-station that gambling was 
going on in a public place. Head Constable* Paresh f 'handra Bose* at oner; 
proceeded to the spot with a jiosse of constal)le.s and succeeded in arrcisting 
certain gamblers who were made over to the constables. Afte*]- the* arrests had 
been made, he suddenly fell })ackwards and died shortly after. Tie* was not 
assaulted by any one and the garnbler.s offered no resistance*. Aftei* a />as7 
mortem examination, the Ci\il Surgeon declared death to have been due to 
rupture of the wall of the heart caused by exertion, the heart being dilated wit h 
very thin walls. 

(5) Government have not yet received any such proposal, hut they under- 
stand that a petition from a relation of the deceased is now under the 
consideration of the In8pt*ctnr-General of Police.” 

By the Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali : — 

XVIII. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the tabic a statement .Muiarift in 
showing — lanKail. 

, (i) the number of deaths from malaria which have occurred in the 

Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district during the 
last five years ; 

(it) the steps, if any, which have beim taken to im[)rove the sanitation 
. ^ of the locality in order to prevent malaria, and >yith what 
' result; 

(in') Bow often the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal has visited the 
subdivision during the above period; and 
(if?) bow many miles he travelled into the interior of the subdivision 
on each occasion ? 



Upkoop of 
public temples 
in the 
Presidency. 


Transfer of 
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the Noakhnli 
district. 


556 Queslioyi^ and AnHmrs. [13th Dkckmber, 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

(i) Separate statistics of the mortality due to malaria are not available, 
the deaths from malarial fever being included in the statistics under the head 
‘ Fever.’ 

(it) During 1915-16 two Sub-Assistant Surgeons were deputed on anti- 
malarial duty for tivf months. An Assistant Surgeon and Sub-Assistantl 
Surgeon were also deputed to Tangail in the same year to investigate malaria 
with special reference to a proposed drainage scheme. A grant of Rs. 9,616 
and a loan of Rs. 10,000 were made by Government in the years 1913-14 and 
1914-15, respectively, for the purpose of this drainage scheme, which is now 
under construction. 

{iii) & {in) The present Sanitary Commissioner has not visited the sub- 
division, but the Deputy Sanitary Ocwnmissioner has toured there thrice during 
the last five years. Information as to the number of visits made by previous 
Sanitary Commissioners is not available. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babtt Arun CHANf)RA Siniia : — 

XIX. {a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, district by district, the number of temples in the Presidency to which 
the puWic hjive acicess and which have an incomo of Rs. 1,000 or more per 
annum ? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state how many of these are main- 
tained out of religious and charitable endowments, and how many have to 
depend for their maintenance on occiisional gifts by pilgrims or other private 
sources ? 

Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) & (b) The information asked for is not in the hands of Government, 
and Government are not prei^ared to undertake the inquiry which would be 
necessary in order to obtain it.” 


By the Hon’ble Bahu Arun Chandra Sink a 

XX. (a) With reference to the reply given by the Hon’ble Mr. Gumming 
to a question asked by Nawab Saiyid Hossam Haider Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur, at the Council meeting of the 13th March, 1915, with regard to the 
transfer of the headquarters station of the Noakhali district, owing to the 
continuous erosion of the land in the neighbourhood of the town of Noakhali 
by the river Meghna, will the Government be pleased to state the result of 
the observations carried out this year in this connection, and whether a final 
decision has been arrived at in the matter, and, if so, what the decision has 
been ? 

(h) If no decision has been arrived at, will the Government be pleased 
to state when a decision is likely to be made ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have considered 
the possibility of protecting the existing toyn of Noakhali by diverting the 
current of the river through some other channel ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Green : — 

(a) The observations taken up to date during the present year show that 
the rate of erosion has been about the same as that of the previous two years. 
Government have at present come to no decision with i::egard to the transfer of 
the headquarters station of the Noakhali district. 

(5) Government are not at present in a position to make any definite 
statement on the subject. 

(c) The diversion of the river has been found to be impossible.” 
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By the Hon’ble BabiT Arun Chandra Sinha : — 

XXI. (a) Is it a fact that in a large number of the stations on the wSSij* rwina 

Eastern Bengal Railway and the Assam-Bengal Railway tluM‘e is no provision oi?*”* 

for waiting-rooms or sheds for third and intermediate i‘lass passengers, male 

or female, and that where such sheds exist the aceommodat ion is not adequate f 
( 6) If so, are the Government (considering the desirability of having 
these inconveniences remedied as soon as possible ^ 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Green : — 

“ (a) On the Eastern Bengal Railway, except in the case of flag stations 
and a few stations where passenger trafiSc is small, all stations have waiting 
rooms or sheds for third and intermediate class passengers. 

On the Assam-Bengal Railway practically every station has a booking 
hall with a verandah, tne larger stations having separate waiting sheds. 

(iJ.The matter is receiving the attention of the Railway Administra- 
tions concsemed, but it will not be possible to provide much additional 
accommodation until normal financial conditions are restored.” 

By the Hon’ble Babit Arttn Chandra Sinha 

XXII. (a) Are the Go\ernTnent aw^are that many navigable rivers and of the 

other waterways, as well as a very large number of tanks in the Presidency, are ‘ 

gradually being silted up, or the water in them is k^ing rendered unfit for 
(Icmestic and agricultural purposes, owing to the extensive growth in them oi 

a plant called the water-hyacinth ? 

(b) If so, will the Government he pleased to state whether they are taking 
any steps to remedy this evil ? 

Answer by the Jlon’blc Mr. Green : — 

” The Hon’ble Member is referred to the information contaimHl in the 
Press of April 25, 1 91 6, a copy of which islaidon the table.” 

COVERNMEHT OF BENGAL. 


IlEVENUE DErAllTMEJVT. 

AGRICUI/rUJlAL Bmanch. 


(’alcutta, the 25th April 1916. 

PRESS COMMUNIQUE. 

In vit^w ijt’ recent correspondence in the Press on the subject of “ Water-hyacinth, 
the following infonnation may be of interest. The “ Water-hyjicintb ” (Eirhnnnu 
Crflwi/icj) is ttiund in Jiiofit jiarts of Bengal. Botanically, it is not a byacinlli, but its 
l.eeutiful purple flowei has a considerable re.seiriblance to the real hyacinth. Ds 
appearance in Eat tern Bengal is believed to date from about five years ago, since when jt 
lias spread very rapidly and in many places has blocked tanks ami waterways. The same 
pl.int has been found to interfere with navigation in Elorida, Australia and Indo-('liina. 

The J)epartment of Agriculture in Bengal lia.s be<*ii investigating the subject during the 
past tw’o years. Though it is possible that some commercial use may yet be found for the 
plant, a more liopeful prospect lies in establishing its value for agricultural ])iirposes as a 
manure. Analysis has already shown that “Water-hyacinth” contains a lar^e percentage 
of potash, and tests of the u.se of the plant us manure will be carried out on the Daeea 
Farm this year, and the results will be publi.shed in due course. If the manurial val ie 
of the plant be fully established anil w’idely reeognised, it is hoped that I'ultivators wdll 
put it to this use and thus prevent it spreading ns a harmful weed. 

By the Hoa’ble Babu Arun Chandra Sinha :~ 

XXIII. (a) Are the Government aware that much inconvenience is being ^ nnt et a 'iaiiy 
felt by the inhabitants of the island of Ilatiya owing to the discontinuance ® the*^ 
of the daily steamer service between that island and Noakhali ? isUodof Uatiya 

(5) Have the Government any proposal before them for restoring the Noashaii. 
steamer service in near future ? 



kobankmenti on 
he Ajai river. 


Condition of Ajai 
embankment 
near Satkonia. 


558 (Questions arid Answers. [13th Deckiiber, 

Answer by the Hon’bleMR. (Ireen : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(5) The Steamer Com[)anies concerned are unable to maintain a daily^ 
service owing to the requisition by Government of a nUHaber of their steamers' 
lot tnore im^rtant duties in connection with the war. WJhen these steamers 
have been rmeased by Government, the Steamer Companies will take steps to 
reintroduce a daily service." 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem 

XXIV. (a) Is it a fact that a proposal has been submitted to Gk)vern- 
merit involving the taking over of the zeinindari embankment, on the north 
bank of the river Ajai, with a view to ensure the protection of the lands and 
vill^es on the north of the Ajai, in the district of Birbhum, from damage by 
Hoods ‘i 

(b) Are the (iovemmeiit taking any action to repair the breaches in the 
embankment on the southern bank of the Ajai l^tween Satkonia and 
Sagarpootal i 

(c) Are the Government aware that the opinion has been recorded that 
the existence of this embankment subjei^ts the country down to Sagarpootal 
to damage by floods ? 

(d) Are the Government also aware that the area of the land lying 
between the Ajai and the Kunoor, and the villages south of the Damodar, 
in the^district of Burdwan. are damaged almost every year by floods? 


.\nswer by the Hon'ble Mr. Green 

“ (a) A proposal to repaii a short length of embankment on the noi th bank 
of the river Ajai at Balt'dangal in the district of Birbhum is now before the 
Bengal Government for decision. The length of this erabankpient is 
approximately 1 mile only and will protect a very small area on the n(»rth bank 
in the village of Naranpur. 

(h) Yes, it is hoped that all breaches in the embankments mentioned will 
lie wimpletely repaired lief ore June of the year 1917. 

(c) Yes. 

(a) Yes, to a certain extent." 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem asked the following Supblementary 
Question : — 

Are the Government making an inquiry as to I he extent of the damage 
caused by the flocxls of the Ajai and Kunoor rivers ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Beatbon Bell said : — 

“ An inquiry as now being made by alSiiperintending Engineer. Wo are 
awaiting a final report ” 


By the Hon hle Maulvi Abul Kasem : — 

XXV. (a) Is it a fact that before the year. 1013 the Public Works 
Department Subdivisional Officer of Idilpur submitted a report to the higher 
authorities to the effect that the Ajai embankment near Satkonia and 
Bhedia was in a bad condition and that there was every danger of a breach 
and sug^sted that the embankment should be repaired? 

(5) If so, what action was taken on his report? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Green 

“ (fl) It does not appear that any such report has kvn received. It is a 
fact that the brefiching of the embankment No. 29 in its 411i mile was reported 
by the Subdi visional Officer of Idilpur on the 15th of June, 1911. 

(h) The report alluded to in (a) above led to an examination of the systi*m 
of Schedule J) embMkmenta on tlie Ajai river. An estimate (Ks. 211,990) wa^ 
prepared for raising Schedule D embankments Nos. 27, 2S and 29 on tin* ri^dit 
bank of the riverMa height of 9 feet abo\e tlirliigli-tlood level of 1911. 
raising was not however carried out, as .subseqiiejit inquiries raised (loid>ls ns 
to the soundness of the proposal." 

Ev the llon'uie AiU L Kaskim - 

XXVI. (a) Are tlie Government avv^are that some of the Deputy 
Majjistrates at the in'adqiiarUTs of the Burdwan district arc in tin* habit of 
taking up judicial work late in the afternoon, /.c., at 2 ocloek, ami tli h 
they sil on till late in the evening, sometimes till s o'cIolk ' 

(h) Are the Government aware that witnesses and )>artit‘s are suminoiuMl 
to attend court at 10 a.m and arc required to wait tilt late in llu* evmiing. 
even when it is known to the (oiirt tliat their cases are not to be taken ii|) 
that day? 

(r) Are tlie Government aware that this practice eaiises grciit iiicon- 
venieiiee to witnesses, to parties and to their legal advisei’s? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desiraliility of issuing instriii* 
turns to the effect that judicial work should be taken up earlier in tin* <lnv 
and that Ih'piity ('olh'ctors should do their revenue woik at'te’* attending to 
their pidicial duties? 

Answer by the Ilon’hle Mr. Kerh : — 

“ (a) Government are not aware that any Deputy Magistrates at tht‘ head- 
quarters of the Burdw’an district hahitually taki* uj) judicial work lati* in th(‘ 
afVriKK)!!. It is a fact that Magistrates sometimes sit until 7 o’clock, but this 
does not often occur. 

(h) & (c) Government are aware that witnesst‘s and parties an* nujuiriMl tr) 
attimd at 10 o’clock. It is not a fact that they are reijnired to wait till lati‘ r. 
tlie evening, even wlimi it is known to the (’ourt that their eases are not to Im- 
taken up tliat flay. 

(d) The answ'(*r is in the negative It is not practicable to lay down a riilo 
that judicial work should always be taken up first. Magi.straies arc well 
aware that it is their duty to sei* that vvitnesse.s are not unnec(‘ssfirily detaiiiiMl, 
and special attention is fiaid tii tliis point at inspect ion.s.” 

By the Jloirble Mattlvi Ann. Kasi.m : — 

XXVII. {(i) Are the Government aware that Magistrates presiding over 
GriuiJJial Courts jn Burdwan. aie reejuired to do revenue and other miMella- 
neous work in addition to trying* cases, and that this results in the inteiriip- 
tioii of their judicial duties and also is the cause of mcoiivciiieiice 1(» the 
litigant ])ublic? 

{b) Are the (Tovernmeiit considering the desirability of issuing in>i ruc- 
tions to the effect that Deputy Magistrates at headquart(‘rs who arc doing 
judicial work should be relieved of their revenue and oilier duties and that 
those doing revenue and other work shouhl be relieved of their judicial 
duties ? 

Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) Government are aware that some of the Magistrates who pn^side 
over the Criminal Courts in Burdwan do revenue and miseellanwus work in 
addition to their judicial duties. Government are not aware that this results 
in the interruption of their judicial duties and is the cause of ineonveiiicmv to 
the litigant public. 

(b) The answer is in the negative.” 


Jiidiriiil (vork lu 
Hiiniwnu (’oiirts. 
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rovonuo diilios 
iliiiduiiu. 
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Thcj Hon’Olfcj Mmilvi Ahijl Kaskm asked the- rullowiiig >Siii*pli:.m1':ntaky 
Question : — 

\h it not a faet that Mn^fintrates sitting in Ooiirt ainl doing jiidieial duties 
am interrupted in tli(*ir work liy having to attend to rehn'i^ne^'s from I ho 
Revenue and Miscellaneous Uefiartinents ? 

The. Hon’lih* Nawah Sir Syko SnAMs-UL-llrhA said : — 

“That is a new (pi(‘stion altogether, and I ask for notice.” 


By the Hou’hle MAtn.vi Aiiul Kaskm : — 


AppoimnioMT of 
Mui'iiniTDuilnns 
in llir iMstrift 

Ht IliOitiiini. 


XX VI 1 1. Will the Governiiienl he pleased to state the nuinhei- of a; /point 
inputs nuule in the ministerial estahlishineiit of the oHiees under tJie District 
Judge of liirbhnin, since the issue of the Government •^circular about the 
appointment of Miihamniadaiis m ministerial posts, and also to state how 
nia-ny of these appointments have been given to Muhammadans 


Answer by the lloirble Mn. Kerr : — 

“ ISince the issue of tlie circular to the District Judge of Birbhum, V 
permanent and 55 temporary apjioint merits have been made. Of these, 4 
permanent ami 22 tempoi’arv apfioiiitments were given to Muhammadans.” 

1’li(‘ llon’blc Mauevi Aari. Kase.m ask<i«l the following SurcLEMENTAiiY 
Quksti(>n : — 

Of I liesi? appoint mciits how many arc nt*w appointments and how many 
only ])runotions from (mic grade to another? 


'rin^ llon’ble Nawam Sir Su:j) SiiAMs-ri.-llui)\ said : — 
“ We do n(>t know.” 


By the Ibni hle ilM’EVi Am i. Kasem : — 


./ 'Hht 

»n<l the 

IVliikbtiirH oi 
' .ijnlwim. 


XXIX. (a) Is it a tact that Government have issued a circular to 
the elfect that Muhammadan einployes in Government ottices, and tlitrse 
having business in tlie mnfassal courts, should be given facilities for saying 
their f/ f/ma i»rayers ( 

(h) Are the Government aware that some of the Criminal Gourts in 
Bnrdwaii have refused the i'(‘((iiests of Muhammadan Miikhtars and others 
for time to enable them to say their Juma prayers in the mosque which is 
situated in the Goiirt compound ' 

(r) Are the GovciTiment aware that the refusal of Magistrates to allow 
tiriK' for JuiiKf fU’ayers has caused mirch in (convenience to Muhammadans 
having hrisiness in those ('ourts? 


Answer liy the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(rt) A copy of the orders issued by Government on the subject is laid on 
the table. 

(5) It has been ascertained that one case occurred in the Criminal 
Cour-ts at Burdwan in which a Muhammadan Mukhtar, who appeared jointly 
with a Hindu Mukhtar, asked the Magistrate to stoj) the proceedings that he 
might go and say his pr’ayer*&. The Magistrate declined to accede to the 
request on the ground that the Hindu Mukhtar could continue to conduct the 
case in his absence 

(c) The answer is in the negative,” 



Qurstioits (UhI Au^wvrR. 
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Orfh^rs referred to bij the IIon’hlk Mk. Kkhii in his anafrer to qnestton 

So, XXIX a»ked htj the JIon’hle Mai i-vi Aiu l Kaskm ot the Council 

Meetinyof the 13th December, 1916, 

No. r»746l*., tliitiMl Calcutta, the 21 h 1 November rJ12. 

From- The HoN'BhE MH. (’. J. Stevensox-Moore, C.V.o., I C.S., Chief Secre- 
tary to the tTOverniiient of BeMj?al, 

To — All CommiHtsionefs of Divioious. 

Tmk (iiiestioii whefluM- it is necessary to allow loave for an hour or two 
on Kridays to Muhainniadan t‘mployt5s of (lovi-rnniont to oiiahh* tiiiMn to say 
tlioir Junta prayers lias r(*cently Imumi und«‘r tlio oonsidin-ation of (Tovernini'nt. 
and^ I am diiveted to coinmimioalc to you the followinpf onlm-s on the 
suhject. 

' 1 . The (lovernor in ('ciinoil is of opinion that no hard and fast ruh‘ 
m‘cd he laid down 4 s tin* eonditions pri*vaillnj; in dilFenMit parts of the Pn^si- 
ilency vary, and any jroinMal direetion may interfere witli the satisfaetory 
workin^r of tin* machinery of (fovernnient . At the same tinn^ It is desirable 
that reasonable facilities should lx* ^rant(‘d to all rM)mmunities to perform 
their religious duties and Ills Kxetdhmey is aeeonlingly pleastxl to diretjt that 
l^rmission should he jriven on Fridays to such Muhammadan enijiloy^s of 
(lovernnu'iit as ask for it, to say tindr Jama prayers, on the understanding 
that rli(*y make uji the time by workinir extra hours diirin^f the wiu'k, if 
mxu'ssary. 

l am to r(‘(juest that tliesi* ordm*8 may he eommunlc;jtt‘d to all District 
and Suhdi visional OHici'rs in yemr division. 

I5v the Hoirble Maulvi Ahul Kasem : — 

XXX. Will the Govern meut be pleased t<' state how many members eioxmu.ii 
of llie ProMinia) dudieial Service have been appointed as Judges or itcLns- ^ 

tiai’rt oi the ( ah'iitta Small ( ause (^»llrl since lt)00, and how man\ of them <'m]it 
were Mnliamniadans ' 

Answei' by the Jlon’ble Mr. Kfrr : - 

' Since 1900 threi’ officers of the PixiviiieiaJ Judicial Service* have* been 
aiipoimed Judges of the Small Cause (Wt, Calcutta, and two have been 
niipoiiited to the post (d Re^gistrar. None of these* officers was a Muham- 
maelan ” 

By f'le lloij'hic Mai i.vi Ann. Kasem : — 

XXM. {«) Will the Uoverunieiit Ik- pleased to staU- the names of 
l^er.^ons who have been interned since tlie 1 1th August, 191(5, under the 
Defeineof India Aet. stating in eaeli ease the distnet to wliieh thev lielong? 

(h} Is It a fact that in eaeh ease, the siisiieet is informed of the grounds 
for the suspicion against him and that Inifore orders are jiassed he is called 
upon to explain liiseondiictlieforea high oHicial of the (Joverniueiil other than 
a |)olice officer ' 

Answer hy the Hoii'hle Mr Kkrr • 

(") J he 1 [on l)h‘ Member is referred to the answers given t(» the ouc'st ion 
(Xo. 22) a.sked hy the llon’hle Bahn Siireiidra Nath Banerji on the 2(itfi July 
lUiri, and to the c|uestion (No. XXXIV) asked li\ (he Tlon’l.lc Hahu A!Ml)ic;i 
Char. in Mazuimlaron the 4th Sejitemher 11)1(1. 

(I>) All reiire.senlations made hy or on liehalf of the .suspect arc examined 
by an executive officer of (jovernment before orders are passed ; and sncli orders 
are siihseqnently examined bv a judicial oflfia-r. The TTon’hle Meu.lH-r is 
referred to the reply given to-day to the que.stion asked hv the ITon'ble Balm 
Akliil fhandra Dutta.” 

By the Hon'ble M.4i:lvi Abul Kaskm ; — 

XXXfl (a) Are the (loveriiment aware- that great damage is caused to oim iir<n<.. in 
crops in the (li.stnet of Biirdwan hv wild boars and other animals 'I RuiflwaM (lintrlcf 
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1 1 rortnin 
r iii)ici|inlities. 


[13111 Dkckmber. 


(b) Is it a fact that Government have fixed the number of gun licenses 
to be granted in each district and that District Magistrates are allowed to 
exercise their discretion only within the limits of the number so fixed or 
‘.auctioned { 

(r) Is it a fact that a large number of aj)j)licatioiis for gun licenses have 
had to be refused by the District Magistrate of Uurdwaii because the sane- 
tamed number could not be exceeded, althoiigli otherwise there was no 
objection to the grant of gun licenses to the apjdicants? 

Answer by tin* lloii'ble Mr. Kkrr : — 

“ (a) It is reported by th.- District Ollicer that tiie damage caustsl to 
crops in liurdwan by wild hoais and other animals is not great 

(b) In IDOS orders were issued liy (icwevnmen't that Divisii)jial C-om 
niissjoners and District Ollicers slnmld, in considtation, fix the niiinbor of 
licenses in each form that mighf appropi iatcly he gianted in each district 
and that th(‘ standard should lie reconsidered every three years Standards 
have been i\xvd accordingly in the Burdwan Division, the standaiJ was 
last revised in and a further revision will take place next year. 

(c) I he answi'i' is in tlie negative. Ihc* niimiu'r of licenses issued in 
Burdw'an is kdow the standard fixed for the district." 


Bv f!|P Ilo-'hle Maui-vi Aiuti. Kasrm : — 

XXXin, Will the Government be jjeased to state the total number of 
Municipal Commissioners, the number (d* Miibammadans, and how many of 
tile latter are elected and how many aj)|K)inted by Goveniiiient, and also tlie 
lU'oportion of the Muliaininadan jiopnlation in each of the following 
iiiiinicipalities, namely ; — ^ 

(1) Howrah, 

(2) Hooghly-Chinsura, 

(3} Si***anip()n‘. 

(4) Konnagore, 

(fi) Haidyabati, 

(6) 

(7) Bankiira, 

(s) Katwa, and 
(9) Kalna. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 
“ A statement is laid on the table.” 


Stalemciif referred to the answer hij the Hon'ule Mr. Donald to 
nest ton X(). AJiXIIT (uiistarred) nsked bij tlte Honrle Maulvi 
Ahcl Kasim at the Ctnfnril Meefimj of the ISth Decemtttr, W16. 


[Nuinlier o£ >111110111111(111.111 Muiiioipal Cuiiimi'.HmruM-H.t]. 


Naiiio of tin* >lnii.ci]iulily. 

iTotal imiii- 
' bor of 

1 >1iiinnpu] 

Cl III] nil ( h- 

Hioiieirt. 

Total. 

1 

Elcctid. 

Numinati'd. 

Pertentago iif 
Miiliiiianiadana 

1 to total 

popnlutioii. 

llonrali 

ao 

. ... 

3 

Nil 

25 }»«r I'ont 

lloogbly'diiiiMira 

IS 

2 

Nil 

2 


Seraiiiporo ... ... ... | 

15 

\ 1 

1 Nil 1 

1 


llishia-Koiinagoro ... ... j 

12 

1 

Nil 

1 

j 10 " 

Rahhaliati ... ... > 

12 

1 

I Nil 

1 

11 

HulK ... ... ... I 

21 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

iO „ 

llaukiira 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 1 

■* 

Katwa ... ... ... . 

12 

2 

1 

1 

19 

Knliii; ... ... ... ' 

i 

I"* . 

2 

Nil 

2 

0 „ 


liimrtpu'vfntrfthepm'eiHujjeof M nli.-imiuaiUn population in thv olil Serampore irmncipahty before itf hUb- 
ilivi5io;i into Serampore ami 11 l^hr:l-Kl>nllog(irea^^•oparate^igure^■ for the MiihiimnuKluii populalioii of the non Muni- 
cipal;tit> are not available. 

t £xclndin(r cr-oj/iciii Comiutffeioneri^ 
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By the Uou’ble Mr. Z. R. Zahid SrnRAWARDY 


, XXXIV. Will the Government be pleased to state the total number of 
otfieers (.Siibimlinnte Judges and Muiisiffs) in the Provineial dmlieial Service, elltvinnai 
and the number of Miihanimadau'^ holdincj pernianent ]u)^ts in that service ( Somoo. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr 

" The total numk'r of SulK)rdinate Judges and MiinsilTs employed in 
Bengal is 293. The iiuml)*^r of Muhammadans holding permanent posts in the 
Provincial Judicial Service is nine.'* 

lb’ the TTon'lde M / P Zauio Si innw \Hnv * — 

XXXV. Will the ( iO\ernmcnt be pleased to state — MuiuunnifttianB 

iiiid iillii'ititiii;' 

{!) till' average, for the last Ihe years, of ollii iating a])poiiitnients as 'innsinsinps. 
Muiisilis made in a year and the mimher of Midiamniadaiis 
aj)poifite(] to those j>osts in each year; 

(//) the iiuniher of Muhammadan candidates wliosi' names have been 
enrolled by the High Court as eligible for ai>j>ointment in the 
ProMiicial fludieial Service; 

{Hi) the names of such Muhammadan candnlates who liave been given 
olliciating ajipomtments and tlie respective dates of their first 
ap]>ointmont ^ 

Answ(*r by the Hon'bh* Mr. Kfrr : — 

“ A stat/cment containing the required information is laid on the table.” 


Staienvoit ref errM to nt t ho ans rer by the Hoatdv Mr. Keuh t<» Question 
No, XAP (unstarred} asked by the fjou'hle Mr Z. It. /Aini) 
SunuAWARDY at the Coufiril Mettiny of the t3th Ihc*onher, ItHO. 


By 




NiiiiiIkt of 

Niiiiibcr of 



OfiEg. MuiiHifa. 

Muhamin.idaiiK. 

(*) 

1912 

1 1 

\il. 


iHUi 

20 

1 


UM4 

16 

Nd. 


lOlTi 

21 

1 


imr. 

... 7 

Nil. 


Tctal 

77 




15 

.Muhaiiiiii.iilai 




( !iiiiiid.iti-M 

(/*) 

1912 

... ... 

.Nil. 


1913 




1914 

... 

.\d. 


1915 

... 

xii 


I9in 

... 

Nil. 

oi) u; 

Saiynl .Uiijud All — 




Oati- of •'riniJmcut 

... 2.'lid June, 1913. 



Hall' <i[ iippipiiitment 

... 3rd .Jiily, iri3| 


(:i) 

Muiianiitmd Aliul Alit-an — 




ill' orirdliiioiit 

... 29th May, 1913. 



Date of appoint ini'iit 

... 3i‘l Dccniiber, 1915. 


the Hon’ble Mr. Z. R. Zahid Suiirawardy 



XXXVI. Are the Government considering the desirability of following Comimimii 
the principle of couiinuiial representation in making appointments to the r^rpsontation 
Provincial Judicial Service whenever eligible Muhammadan candidates arc I'rnvinoal 
available, as is done in the case of appointments to the Provincial Executive 
Service? 



I 


(^ua^iiona and Answers, 


[13th Dkct:mhkk* 


Answer by the lioirble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The answer is in the negative. 

Under the provisions of tlie Bengal, Agra and .\ssain Civil Courts Act, 
]H87, the Local Governinenl are hound to appoint persons nominated by the 
High Court.*' 


By the llon'hle Mr. Z. R. Zaiiiii SrnKAWARDV 

Promotions in XXXVll. (^/) Are the (iovernineiit aware that in the High Court's 

tho Pravirinai (jeiieral Letter No. r>, dated tht‘ 2Hth April, 19H), it was decided that 

.indiciai Service j)rornotions in the suliordinate grades of the Provincial Judicial Service would 

ordinarily be given according to seniority ' 

{h) Has there been any dp]>arture lately from the alx)ve priiicif)le? If 
so, will the (Jovernment be pleased to stat(‘ the ?‘oasons therefor ^ 


Answer by the Hon'hlc Mr. Kerr : — 

(//) A tKipy of the letter referred to is laid on the table. 

{h) Promotions arc made in ac(*ordance with the principles stated in the 
letter.” 

(k)j)(i of letter I'eterrcd to hf tlif‘ Hon Me Min lvi:ui: ia his answer to Question 
Mo, A\V.V17/ {unstarred) ashei! Inf the llonhle Mu. Z. lb Zaiiid 
S en iiAVN .\i:o^ e/ the dtaineil Meotinff of the 16th Decenther, lOIt). 


(IHXHiriL LtlTTEU .\V 


To THE DISTHITT JUIRIK <‘F 


hated (^afratta^ the :JSth ,Apnl, 


lli^h Ciiiirt. Kii'j- 
IInIi f)e|>artiii<'iil 
(ClTll ) 


* Now !llP (|«IV- 

criioi III I’lMiiioll 


Sill. 

I \M direei,ed to recjiiesi tdial yon will lu*. so good as to bring ihe 
I'ollowinu matter jn’oiiiinejitly to the notice of the immibers of the rrovinedal 
.Imlieial Serviec employed in your ilistriet. 

li. 'file High (’ourl biivi* hitherto made recommendations for nromotloii 
in the dudicial Hram-h of the IVovineial Civil Service in accordance with the 
])rinciples laid down in the following ruh‘ : — 

*• Proniol ion to gra«h*> below that on lis. ()00 a month will ordinarily 
be given accoriiing to seniority, subjc'ct to iitm‘SK and approved 
conduct. Hut the Liciitimanl -< iovevnor* rt'serves to liimseli 
tin' right to maki* promotion to tin* senior grades ol the 
Provmcial Service by special selection for merit without regard 
to seniority, and hereby ileclares that seniority aioni' shall not 
gi\e a claim, to app'»intmeut to t he gradi' on Hs. OOP or higher 
grades. ^ 


'riie general conditions governing appointments to the Provincial 
(Avd St'rviees \iii\o now lieen reconsidennl by the (Joverunnmt of India in 
connection witli the imiuiries made by the Public Ser\ ict‘s (Jomiiiission, and 
the princi])les deti'rmiiied for future guidunce are Set out in the Home Di'jiart- 
ment Hesoiution Nos. HH6-58, dated the 19th August. 1910. which contains 
the following condition relating to promotion : — 

‘•The Local Government should reserve to itself the right to^ make 
promotion to the superior graders of the Provincial Uivil Service 
without regard to seniority, and seniority alone should not give 
a claim to appointment to the grade of Hs. olKl a mouth and 
higher grades.” , 



(JueMioHti find Aiisicf*rs. 
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4. Tli(» Judges have deeided, in eoncurroiice wll li t he Oovtu-iimeiit of 
Bengal, that the condition above referred to should be strictly’ applied to the 
Judicial Branch of the Provincial Civil Service. Accordingly, in fill lire, they 
will recommend to Government for promotion to the superior gi-jides of tin* 
service only olHcers who, on their merits, are clearly entitled to such promo- 
tion ; and the members of the Service should, ilierefore, understand that 
seniority aioim will give no claim to appointments in the grade on Rs. .501) a 
month and liigher grades. 

5. The Judges have also decided, in ordtir to give ollect to this principle, 
to procure as iiiucli information xis possible regarding tin* merits of each 
candidate for promotion. In addition to tlm characM*r re|)orts submit ti‘d by 
District Judges annually, sptHual reporis will lu* calh'il for on the nn’rits and 
work of olUeers due for promotion to tin* graile of Rs. oOO ;unl iijiwards. and 
such mati-rial as may bi* available from tin* records of tlie High ( h)urt will 
also be (tan'fiilly examiin*!, so that the case of every ollicer will reeiu’ve 
detaileil (ionsideratioii lM‘f«)r«* ho is ri*cominf*nded for ])r(Uiiotion. 

I have the honour to \x\ 

SlK, 

Your nn»st obediimt servant. 

II. M. VEITIHI, 

Registrar. 


By the Hmrble Baiut Biiahknoka t 'n\Ni)RA Ray : — 

XXXVIII. (a) Will the (lOM'rnnieiit be j)least*(l to slate b()V\ many 
t'xperts there are in the AgnVnItiiral Deparlmeiit who are engaged in scientific 
investigation; and how long the respectixe seii'iilific hraiiehes have be(*n in 
t xistence? 

(h) Will the (lovernineiit )m* pleased to t^ivi* a f/'sutnf of such nntst;iiitlmg 
results of praidical utility as haxe been obtained from reM'arch work in these 
i 1 an. "lies up to date^ 


Answer by the Hon'bh.* Ma Kmcij 

((f) rile detai Is of tiie exjK‘i I stall of. he iieparinieni of Agriculture will 
be found on page J-So of the Bengal Givi] List, eorreeted up to 1st October, 
1916. The KibrcKx|)ert, the AgTicultnraKdieniist and the Economic Botanist 
arc more particularly engaged in .scientific in\estigatifui, and their branch' s 
oi work have bex'n in existence respectively for (0 9 and 7 years. 

(b) The Hon ’hie Member will find a full am! interesting accfuint rd‘ th'ur 
work and of the practical results obtained in the Re|)()i t of tin* Depart meiit of 
Agriculture for the year ending June 39, 1916, which will be publislu'd this 
month.’' 


By the Hon’ble Baku Biiabendra Thandra Ray — 

• XXXIX. ((/) Is it a fact that among the must im|)()rtant results of 
agricultural research are — 

(i) a species of paddy named Indmsail, and 
(h) a species of jute termed Kakm Bfmbai, 

wliich have been obtained by a jiroccss of .selection i 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to stab* when tlicsi* results 
were obtained; also what practical steps have been taken up to date for int lo 
ducing these improved species of crojis among mltivatois, and with what 
measure of success ? 


iOx])oi'tN in 

AKriL'iiltiiial 

0(*)mrtn)rnt 


|{«‘sultn of 

iiKi'irultural 

K'Sl'Hrcfl. 
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(r) Wh.at liajs year by year, the approximate total area in Bengal, 
exeliiding Government farms, which has been sown with the seed of each of 
th(!se improved typ(‘s of crops'^ 

Answer by the Hon’hle Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Owing to thes(‘ vari(*ties having eaeli betm prcxluced from selected 
single plants, the determin*at3on of their economic valu(‘ eeiild only he arri\“d 
at after they had been innlt iplied on a suflicicMitly larg(' scale to permit of fiidd 
trials. This may he said to have been effected last year. 

(r) I ntil tliecuncnl year t lie aieas oulside th(‘ Go'.i-i unKMit iarms under 
Ivdrasail paddy and Kakin Bomhai jute were small. 

This year seed siifficirmt to sow 2,()0d acres r)f Indnisail |)addy and l,.o00 
acres of Kakia Bomhai jiile was distributed to cultivators.” 

tlie Ifoirbh* Bauc Biiabkni)R.\ r’uAXiun Hay - -- 

peinoiistrntors XL. (ii) What is tlic total iiuiiiber of demonstrators now employed in 

ARnraitiirui •'•it' Agricultural Departnicnt ? 

I'opartmoiit. (/;) Is it u fa.ct that siTcral d(‘moIl'^lrators w(‘rc liischargrd a few niontli.s 

liack ' 

(c) If so, liow many wen* so discharged, what was the haigih of scrvic(‘ 
in each case; and what wen* the grounds on which thtw wen^ di.schargcd ^ 

(d) Is it a I’ai't tliat tluw had undergone training at the ])ublic expense 
before being employed '' 

(c) WhcTc and for what particular work wen' tluw trained ^ 

(/) Were tlnw in th(‘ enjoyment f*f an^ st'-'.«‘nd dn*'inc‘ thmr period (.f 
M’aining^ 

('f) If so, for what iKO'iods and at what iate<'' 

Answ er by the Hon’ble Mh. Kerr • 

“ (n) Sixtv-two 

(5) Y#8. ■ 

(c) Twenty-one men wiU’t* (li.s(‘hargcd. The length of ser\i(‘c varied fro") 
six months to abiuit two yt‘ars. The ground.^ for the discharge oi‘ th(‘ twimty 
one men Wi're the rediietion of the demonstration staff owing to the .veparatior 
of the statistical from the purely agricultural work in the districts. In 
n*af)pointing the new' demonstrating staff pnd’ eiicc wa^ "neii 1(’' the .soiiri of 
culti\a,tors. The twenty one men discharged wor** offered employment on the 
st/Htistical side for four monthr in the vear in Western Beniral and The months 
ill Eastern Bimgal. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) Th(*y wore traini‘d as apprentice.s at the \nrious AiTicMiltural Stations 
in ‘ general farm work.’* 

(/) Yes. 

^f) Yes, at Rs. 15 ])(T mensem f(>^ T'oriorjs \ g f toui ()T*e to tv o velars 

Bv the llon’hh' li'ie IViIahenuha ('pandu^ Kay ■ — 

XLI. (fi) Is it a fact that the appointment of the Deputy Director of 
Din'rtoishi ) Fisheries wa.-^ .saneihaied In th(‘ Secretary of Stale for f; iir yeaiA onl^ ? If 
oi'fTsiioHpR! so, when w ill tlie term of tin* {>reseTe incuTn^)^nt expire f 

(h) Is h(‘ att'iehed to the Department of Aurieulture Wliat is ]»n'eisplv 
the relation Ix'twoen the tw^o? 

Answer hy the Ilon’hle Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a) The appointment of the Deputy Director of Fisheries was originally 
sanctioned for two years in 11)1 1. It was extended for a further period of two 
years, w hich expired on 4th Deceinlier, 1915. The Secretary of State has since 
'^auctioned the pi'niianent appointment of a fishery expert. " 

(h) The Deputy Director of Fisheries is at present attached to the 
Agricultural Department foi administrative purposes.” 



1916.] QueHuviS and 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray 

XLII. (a) What outstanding results of practical utility have been 
obtained in the matter of propagation and protection of fishes from the labours 
of the Department of Fisheries since the appointment of the Dejuity 
Director ? 

(6) What progress has been made up to date in the investigation of the 
habits of fresh-water fishes especially carp and hilsa which was stated some 
lime back to have been engaging the attention of the department { 

(c) Has the proposed investigation of the resoiiri*es of the Siindarbans 
estuaries been acconijilished ? If so, with what results ? 

Answer by t he IJon’bh* Mr. Kkrr r — 

“ {a) & (b) The Hon'hle Memlior is referred to pages H — of Bulletin 
No. V of the Department of Fisheries and to paragraph lo of the Report on the 
Department of Agriculture Bengal, for the year ending .June 110, lOIf). He 
will find further information in the Re|)ortof the Department of Agriculture 
for the year ending .June tlO, 1010, which will he ]Hihlishe(l in the course of this 
month. 

(c) The pro|iosed further investigation of tlie resources of the Sundarbans 
-estuaries has not yet been accomplished, as the time of tht* Deputy Director has 
been fully occupied in connettion with fresh-w^ater fisherit*s, but the informa- 
tion w'hich has already been obtained on this subject has becui brouglit together 
in Bulletin No. IV of the I Jenartment of Fisheries. Cofiies of the publica- 
tions referred to are laid mi the table."’ 

By the Hon’hle B.\bu Bhahendha Chandra Ray 

XLIIl. (o) What amount is annually spent on the maintenance of the 
Department of Fisheries i 

(h) H()>v much of this amount is due to salaries and how much to travel- 
ling allowances; and what projiortion of each of thes(‘ items is credi^d to the 
Indian element in the establishment ? 

Answer hy th(‘ Hon’hle Mr. Kerr * 

" (//) The expenditure for the last three years on the niainfeiiaiici* of tho 
Departm(*nt of Fisheries lias been as follows : — 

Ks 


liJU-lf) 

1915-10 

0^) 

1. 

Hs. 

.. 61,361 

... ,55,927 
37,431 

K.S. Us. 

Salaries 

16,449 

15,686 16,021 

Establishment 

•2,300 

2,797 3,029 

Travelling allowances of officers 
Travelling allowance of establi.slj- 

7,498 

6,8K2 6,048 

meiit 

1,161 

1,262 1,062 

The expenditure on salaries of Indians has been 

Amount. 

Rs. 

as follows : — 

I'rHimHio'i. 

1913-14 

6,225 

37-8 

1914-l.'j 

7,142 

45-5 

1915-16 

7,021 

44-4 


As regards travelling allowance, the proportion cannot be aseertaineci 
irivhout making calculations which would involve labour out of proportion 
to the value of the information. 


l.AlM)uri (if the 
Department of 
I'lithttriai. 


Kxpenrlitnre on 
t)ic Fishorios 
Department. 
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8oc.’ietie« in 


Int^uirieH umcIhi 
ihe PioviMont 

IiiMiruri('(‘ 
hrH'i«ti^K Art. 


Au{:tiientHliou 
Gi'ftnt nnd the 
merit of 
IMililic Work* 
f>ss to 

Diiitric-t BoarcU. 


•^>H8 (^hiestiONs and Answers. | 13th Dkc'Kmjj 

Tlv the Iloii'hle Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XLTV. (//) Will the GoverniHeiit be pleased to state the total numi 
of existing Provident Stuieties in Bengal icgistered under the Providt 
Insurance Societies Act ? 

(•'>) How many Provident Societies are registered under the Indi 
(V)ni|)anies Act of 188i>? 

Answer by the Ifon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ (a) There are at present 45 companies in Bengal, registered under i 
Provident Insurance Societies Act, 1912 (V of 1912). 

(h) Thirty-nine existing Provident Societies are registered under : 
Indian rom[)anies Act, 1H82 (VT of 1882).” 

By the Hon’bic Baiut liirABENDRA ('iiandra Ray: — 

XLV. (r/) How many inquiries have been held under the provisic 
of section 17 ol tin* lN’o\ideiit hisuraiRO Societies Act. and^iii the case of h 
many Provident Societies since the promulgation of that Act, and with wl 
results^ 

(h) Iji how many instance's, if any, has the registry ofli society b( 
cancelled under section IS of th(‘ Act, and for what reasons? 

(r) In how many instaiK'cs have societies been dealt with under i 
l)enal provisions of sections 21 and 22 of the I'rovident Insurance Societ 
Act 

(d) How many criminal prosecutions have' there heim of i^rovidi 
Soci(‘ties and of persons In responsibh* jiositions in such societies res[)ecti 
th(‘ir administration, and on what charges and with \\hat icsults'^ 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ (a) Ten inquiries under section 17 of the Provident Insurance Societ 
Act, 1912, were instituted into the affairs of 10 Pro\idejit Societit's with i 
following results : — 

111 li\c cases, the >oeie(\ 's ei*rnfie;itc was cancelled. 

In two ca-ie^, Jie soeicly went into li(jui(iation. 

In tw'Ov’ases, inquiries are still pending. 

In one ease, the si^dety is still carrying on busiiK'ss. 

(b) In five instances the legistry of the society was cancelled iinr 
section 18 of the Provident Insurance Societies Act, 1912, in (‘ach case as 
result of an inquiry held under section 17 of the Act. 

(r) Eight s^icieties havq been dealt w ith under section 21 of the Provide 
Insurance S(»cieties Act, 1912, and none under section 22. 

{(f) In addition to the prosecutions of societies mentioned in the reply 
jiart (r) of this qiu'stion, criminal prosecutions have been instituted in f 
cases against jiersons holding ])Ositions <'f responsibility in Provident Societi 
- Two cases resulted in conviction for cheating and criminal misappropriatii 
one case of criminal misappropriation w as dismissed, and another withdraw 
foi* waul of sufficient evidence '1 lie remaining case, which is one of cheatii 
is still pending.” 

By the Horrhle Babo Bh.abendra Chandra Ray • — 

XLVT. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table all mater 
[lapers and cjrrcspoiuleiice that passed bet\v('en the l..ocal Government a 
the Government of India* relating to — 

(/) the *' Augmentation Grant ” made by the Government of India 
the Disti ict Boards since 1905; and 
(//) the assignment of the Public Works Ci'ss to the District Board‘s 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ Government are unable at present to lay the papers asked for on 1 

table.” 



SukmUtuiB the following statement Ibr the one published at page B61 
of the abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Counol 
of the 13th December, 1916. 


Stalemeiit referred to in the a>i)tn>er bi/ the Hon’ble Mk. Kerk to,/ne.ttiou .Vo. JTLVf 
OHked hjt the Hon’ble Habit Hiiabendua Chandra Kay <»/ the Co, unit Moetim, o 
the Ifith. December, 1916. 
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By the Hon’blc Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray 


XLyil. Will the 


Government lie pleased to make a statemeni (iraut!. m 

Oi.stnot HoarJa. 


(?) the gross receipts from the Public Works Pcss. and the expenses 
entailed in the collection thereof, in each district in Peiigal for 
the last five years; 

(//) the augmentation grants made to the District Poards in Bengal, 
and the amounts thereof that have fallen to the share of each 
District Board, <lnring the last five years; and 

(Hi) all grants or subventions from Imperial or l^rovincial funds, 
which have been withdrawn or curtailed (“oncomitantly with 
the assignment of the Public Works (Vss to th(‘ local bodies, and 
the average annual receipts from them by eacli District Board 
for five years ])receding such withdrawal or curtailment '( 


Answj^r by the Hon’ble Mr. Kkrr 

‘‘ ('?), (ii) & (Hi) A statement is laid on the tabic, giving figiir(*s for the last 
three years. The gross recei[jts under the hea<l ‘ Public Works Pess ’ are not 
available for each district previous to the yeav lhI3 1 


Slatemmt 'inferred io in tho In/ fh) Hon' hie Mk. IvKiiR In Quedion XLVII 

(fsked hf, (he Hon hie Baiu^ ItHAitKVDRV "li^NOUA \l\\ nf (he ('ouncif of 

the I3lh Mh»cenihei\ 1910. 
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570 Questions and Answers, [Uini Dkckiiber^ 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra ("handra Ray : — 

XLVIII. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement, 
for each of the last five years, showing, district by district, the number of — 

(i) cases tried at the Sessions; and the number of persons convicted or 

acquitted therein ; 

(ii) (*.ases which were disi)osed of by a concurrence of Judge and jury 

or assessors ; 

(///) n'.fcrences made to the High Court under section 307 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, ufx)n differences between Judge and 
jury; 

(/>) such references in which the verdict of the jury was upheld in 
regard to all or a majority of the accused persons; 

(r) appeals preferred to the High Court in eases tried with the help of 
a jury, and tin* results thereof; 

{pi) a[)p(ils preferred to the High Court in cases tried with the help 
of assesvsors, find th(‘ results thereof; 

(ri'i) appeals out of the number of those referred to in (ni) above, in 
which the decision of the High Court coincided with the opinion 
of assessors, in cases where the Judge did not agree with the 
opinions of the assessors? 


Answer by the Hun’hle Mn. Kerr : — 

“ The Hon’blc Member is referred to the annual re])orts on th(‘ administra- 
tion of criminal justice issued by the High Court, which contain a portion of 
the information required, (xovernment are not prepared to undertake the 
compilation of statistics regarding the rcmiainder, as they consider that the 
labour and troubh* involved wouhl be incommensurate willi the results" 

By the Hoirble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Kay : 

XLIX. {a} How many sentences of death were passed by the different 
Courts of Session during eacli of the last five yt‘ai's; how many of them were 
coiilirmed and how many altcTcd by the Higli Court each year ^ 

(b) In how many instances were further inquiries made at the instance 
of the High Court under section 375 of the Code of Criminal J’rocedure during 
each of the last live years, and with what results ? 

{(') In how many instances were convict ioiiN annulled and charges 
amended undi'r section 370 (5), or convicted piTsons acquitted under section 
370 (r), during ('ach of the last five years ? 

(rtf) How many sentences of death have been commuted or otherwise 
interfered with, by the Government, during the same period, and in what 
manner ( 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the annual reports on the administra- 
tion of crimuial justice issued by the High Court, which contain a portion of 
the information required. Government arc not prepared to undertake the 
compilation of statistics regarding the relnainder, as they consider that the 
labour and trouble involvcnl would be incommensurate with the results.’' 

By th(‘ llon’ble Mu. Asurae Au Kuan Chauduuki 

L. Will the Government b(' pleased to state the percentage of the 
Muhammadan jiopulation of the Rajshahi Division ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

‘‘ According to the census of 191 1 the percentage of Muhammadans in the 
population of the Rajshahi Division is 61.*^ 
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By the Hoii’ble Mu. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhfri : — 

Li. (a) Are the (ioverniuent aware that great ineoiivenieiu-e ia fell 
by the female railway passengers travelling in inlerniediaU* and third dass 
carriages on the Eastern Bengal Railway in entering or alighting from trams 
where no platforms exist and no steps are provided ? 

(b) If so, are the Governuiont considering the desirability of requiring the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Company to proviae steps for sncIi passengers, likt 
those whicii are provided at (loalundo for first and second class passengers? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Green : — 

“ {a) Government are aware that a certain amount- of inconvenience is 
felt by intermediate and third class female passengms on the broad gauge 
portion of the Eastern Bengal Railway, owing to the absence of facilities for 
entering or alighting from trains where no platform exists. 

{b) At stations such as Goalundoand Siintahar. where stejis are ])r()vided 
for first and second class passeng(U‘s, the raihvay authorities are arranging 
to supply steps also for tlie zemna compartments of the intermediate and 
third classes.’' 

By the Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Am Khan CHAiinnuRT 

1.1 1, (a) Is it a fact that there is a rule limiting the number of passen- 

g('rs which may be carried by Mie passenger steamers l)lying on tiu* important 
rivers in the Presidency? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Steamer Companies carry iiKue passengers than 
the rule prescrilxjs? 

(r) If thcanswTrloclause(6) of the question is in t he aflirrnative, are the 
Government considering the (icsirability of issuing instructions to the Steamer 
Companies enjoining the strict observance of tin* riih*? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Green : — 

“ (^/) Yes, ridr sections 0 (/), 1 1 and ;>4 A of tli(‘ Iidand Steam Vessels 
Ai*t of 1HS4 

(/>) iV: (c) (jovcrnimMil havt^ no information that excess numbers of 
pas.s(‘ng(‘rs arc frequently or liabitiially carried on inland steamers, but if tla* 
Tloii’blc Memlx'r will favour (lovernmeiit with anv information tliat lie may 
have to tins effect, an inqiiiiy will be made and tli<* result communicati'd to the 
lloirble Member.” 

By the Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Am Khan Ciiaudhtjri 

LIII. Will the Government he pleased to state whether the river 
steamers, wliich carry passengers, have a .sufficient number <4* life boats fo * 
use in emergencies ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Green : — 

" The scale of life-saving appliances is regulated by rules Nos. and 24 
on pages 56 and 57 of the Manual of Requirements for the Survey of fnland 
Steam Vessels, which is issued under the powers vested in Government by the 
Inland Steam Vessels Act, VJ of 1884. All life-saving appliances are on 
board the vessel at tlie time of the survey and no sliip is passed unless this is so, 
'and unless all the a])pliances are in good conditifui and fully satisfy the rules. 
Inland steam vessels do not carry life lK)ats, but ordinary open gigs and cutters, 
which have been found to bo the most suitable form of lK)at for their require- 
ments. Government are satisfied that the f)resent rules are complied with by 
the Steamer Companies, but Government are now examining these rules in 
order to see whether the scale of lioats and other apjilianoes requires 
amendment.” 


Inronvenienoe 
of femalA 

on 

f^Rteru Heogi 
Railway. 


CaHKon^or 
htoainor 
horviroN iu the 
Pi osidanoy. 


Tiiic hoaca 
in Rivoi 
Stoujuera. 



Publication ni 
tho revitiod 
Survey and 
KcdtlotiiPiit 


Setilonioiit 
opera tiiiiiN in 
l<njNlialii 
dmt riot. 


of 

settloinent 
opcM'Htions in 
ilujslinlii 
d'sli ict. 


^72 Quettfions aitd A } i 8 frerfi . ' [iSrn I^kckmher 

By the Iloii’bh* Klmar Shib Shekhareswar Ray : — 

Liy. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are 
(considering the desirability of publishing the revised Survey and Settlement 
Manual, together with tlie rules of procedure, at an early date? 

(h) Is it under contemplation to publish also a Bengali edition of the 
above manual for the information and guidance of the masses ? 

Answi'r by tlic Hon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 

“ la) A volume containing the technical rules and instructions of the 
S(*ttlcrnent Di'partment lias recently been jiiihlished. The Survey and Settle- 
memt Manual is undiT revision and will be published as early as possible. 

(6) It is not intend(‘d U) publisli a Bengali edition of the Manual, but 
B(cngali copies of the (‘adastral and khanapiiri instructions will shortly be 
ava ilable for sale io the public ” 

By the Hon’ble Kumar Sum Shekhareswar Bay 

LV. (a) Will the Government I)e pleased to state whether the recovery 
of s(*ttl(cnient costs has coinmeiKvd in any part of thi‘ Ra jshahi district? 

(h) Will th(‘ Governnieul be }»lea'<ed to state how the reccverable costs 
work out in that district per acre and how they have been apportioned 
between the \arious partii's ? 

(c) Are the Governiruml bearing any share of net expenditure of the 
settl(*meiit operations ^ 

Answ(T by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) The answiu* is in the affirmative. 

(b) The (cost of the settlement operations has not yet b(*en worked out for 
the whole district. 

The ai)portioniiient order has been issued only in one block the re(co\orable 
('osts in n’Spc'ct of which work out to 14 annas 4 pi(*s per acre, of which 
landlords of all classes ai’c to [m\ annas S! pjt‘s and raiyats 4 annas 8 pies. 

(r) Oni'- fourth of the net (*xp(*ndilure as usual is borne by the State." 

B\ llu‘ lloirble Kumar Shir Shkkiixrkswar Ray : 

lA’I. (a) What is the net profit per acre deiuved respectively by the 
landlord and liis cultivator-occnpancv raiyat ^ 

(b) Is it a fad tliat ihv expeiulitiin' incurred In the landlords in 
connection nilh the .supervision of the settleiiiciit opi'ralioiis has been very 
heavv ^ 

(<■) Will the Government b(‘ pl(‘a.se<i to stah' wlielbcr it is a faet that the 
costs of |]i(‘ setthunent operations in Ra jshalii arc to be di.stributed betvveien 
the landlord and his «Miltivator <Krii|)aTicy raiyat in the ratio of 2 to I ' 

(f/) If so, have the Government before' them any proposal to ri'consider 
this dc'cisioiW 

Answer by the Ilon’blo Mr. Kerr : ' 

“ (a) [t is not possible to state generally the ncl profit deinved respectively 
by landlord and raiyat "from an ai*r(' of land. It depends on the ratios of rent 
and I'evoniie and on the nature of the s(nl and of the produce. 

(b) Government are aware that some landlords incur heavy expenditure 
Ml couuectioii vvitb”suj)crvision of setlkmient operations. 

(r) The appoi tionmcnt order lias been issued in rcs])(»ct of the first block 
only in the Rajshahi district. According to the order the cost will be 
rcc(wered from landlords of all grades at the rate of fi annas 8 pies per acre 
and from raiyats at 4 annas 8 pies per acre. This gives a ratio of 29 to 14. 

(7) The answer is in the negative. 
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By the Hon’ble Kumar Siiib Shekhareswar Hay : — 

LVIL (fl) Have the GoverniiieTit before them any proposal to reeonsider 
the Ottse of (wastej lauds in Uie Rajshalii district with a view to exclude 
them either totally or to an ap]>reeiable extent from ehar^^*d for the costs 
of settlement operations ! 

(d) Is it a fact that the zamindars do not derive any ])roht from these 

waste lands ? , . i 

(c) Is it also a fact that these lands give no trouble* to the Settlenieiil 

Department ? 

Answ^er by the Hon’ble Mr.Kerr : 

“ (a) No such proposal is before (jovernment. 

(^) Some zamindars derive jiroiit from waste* lands, and some are likely 
to do so in the future. 

(r) Waste lands are surveyed and the riglits in them arc* rcc(*rdcd; the 
labour involved in doing so is ordinarily less than in the case oi (ultivated 
lands, but it is not insignificant.” 


ot 

costs of 
set I lenient 
operiilioiis in 

district. 


By the llon’ble Kumar Shir She\harebwar Ray 

LVIIl. Are the Government contemplating the n'eovery of the costs of 
the set thnnent operations in the Kajshahi district by instalments? 

Answ’(‘r by the llon’lih* Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The rul(‘s permit lecovcry by instalments in tin* cist* of largt* demands 
at the dis(‘retion of the StdtlcM'ent Officer; and (Jovernment do not propose to 
prescribe sjiecial mles for th»* Rajshahi district.’* 

Bv the HoirWe Kumar Shtb Shekharksw ar Hay • - 

LIX. Jia^e the (lovt'rnmenl consjtlt'red the desirability of holding a i‘ini'<iM‘d 
conicrciicc oi represent ativt* /arniiidai.., tenants and N'likmem ollicials of 
the Kajshahi district, in order to di.^ciiss ami aiivisr upon tin* manin*r in •»! sotiicn.cnt 
which the costs of the settlement operations in that district should he 
apporti()ii{*d and ri’ali.sed from the \ai'ioii.s parties''' distnct. 

Answer h\ the Floirhlc Mr. Kkrh •- 

No, hut any suggestion which may he put forward will receive due 
consideration.” 

By the non’bJe Babu Ktshori Mohan Chatidhttri 

LX. (a) Will the (fovernment Ik* jdeased to state* wln‘tln‘i tin* Kurseemg CiojioM-d i.-.x on 
Municipality has submitted a proposed to Government that it may he given 
power to levy a tax on .stray dogs in that mnnieif;alitA, hv amtmding, if « ipuhTy.'^ ‘ 
necessary, the provisions on* (ho point in the Bengal Municipal Act''' 

(h) If so, what efTeet has been given to that repr^^seiitation ? 

Answer by the lion 'hie Mr. Donald 

” No such pro]X>saI has been received by Government. '* 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishort AIohan GnAT imuRi ' 

LXI. (a) Are the Government aware that the Municipal Comniis- (VjutioJ of water, 
sioners of Kurseong have approached Government, throiigh the Deputy (’om- 
missioner of Darjeeling, with the obj(*ct of abolisliing the dual control of the 
catchment area of the water-supply of Kurseong? 

(6) If -so, what decision has been arrived at ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald 

“ No such proposal has been received by Government.” 
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THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

His Excelloncy addrossod ihc Council as follows : — 

“ 1 shall not keep you waiting for many minutos before we get to our 
ordinary business. I would not keej) you at all, were it not that custom 
demands that the President should say something at the opening of ea(di cold 
weather session. J am very glad to welcome you here. 1 hope that you may 
bo able to do something useful during this session. I am sure you will, 
bcciius(i not only will there bo the budget to df'al with, but I feel sure you 
will ask questious and perhaps move resolutions which will be of great 
interest, but I cannot promistj you iimch legislative work. Indeed, at this 
moment it seems to nui that tln^ro is only om; Hill with which Govern mont are 
at all likely to ask you to deal. 

We liopH to be able to intrcnluce ami pass the Hengal Tmiancy (Aimmd- 
ment) Hill, whose ohje^ct is to supplement and amend the Hengal Tenancy 
Act, 188.5, in respect of the alienation of hand by aboriginals. 1 cannot. I fear, 
claim that this Hill will (*xcite much interest : 1 do not tliink it will call 
forth much (mihusiasm, but I hope it may ju’ove to be us(‘ful. 

1 regret to say there setuns to im*. no hope of our being able to do 
anything in regard t(» the Calcutta Mnni(*ipal Hill during tin* i)resent stjssifm. 
That Hill was one of the first things which 1 considm’ed after I came to 
Hengal, and I havt* been sorry each year when it had to l>(‘ ])ut olf. 

1 r(‘gret too tfiat ihen* is probably no cban(UM)f our Isung abh‘ to bring 
in, as 1 much hoped we might have done, the Hengal Village' Self-Government 
Hill — a Hill which will, we hope, soim* day ludp to (*xieiid the systjun of 
solf-governmeni in Hengal. As you know, this Hill is mainly due to the 
labours of my eolb'agiie, Mr. Heatson Hell, and I feci sun' that you will 
rccogniz<' its importance, ami 1 did most sinet'rely hope that it would hav( 
b(Min passi'.d ladore 1 hdt Hengal. for I believe it will go a vtuy long way 
towards making a sun* foundation in H(*ngal, on wliieh. in time, a vi'vy useful 
8tructur('< will he built. I can only hopi' that my siujcc'ssor may be more 
fortunate in regard to tlu'se im'asures than I have been, and that when 
(eventually tlu'y can Ixe brought in and passed, the. jiieojeh' of Ibmgal will lind 
that the delay has lu‘(‘n for thi'ir advantage. 

The war still affects us as it afhects jeeojth' in evc'ry part of tin' world, 
though not in the same manner. 1 wish to (uill your attention in ime ])oint. 
1, and probably you, have oft(‘n Ix'en told how much ol In^r jtrovinmes have 
done in the way of sending officials to Military Service. You and I have 
been glad to hear it. I do not know whethtjr you realize what Hengal has 
done in this way. If you do, I do not think you will feel that wii here have 
any catisi* to lu^ ashamed, especially wlii'ii we considi'i* the. ndative size of our 
cadn^s. Altogether Hengal has suppli(‘d 3.S3 officers for some form of 
Military Service — 71 have joint'd tin' Indian Army Reserve of Officers, 
inelmling men from r.ht' Indian (’ivil St'rvice, 1 1 from the P. W. 1)., from 
the (’iistoms, 7 from tht' K/lucation Ik'partimmt, and 7 from the Police. Many 
more officers would havt* likt'd to go, and offert'd to go, from each department, 
if we had lu'en able to span' thtun. Nim^y-four men have joined other units 
on active service. In addition to this, we have supplied 141 medical men, 
including 37 l.M.S. officers. 29 Militaij Assistant Surgeons, 7.5 Assistant and 
Sub-Assistant ^rgeons. Five Govtirnment servants have jointjd the Bengal 
Double Company, and about a dozi'u others served with the Bengal Ambulance 
Corps. Fpur of our officers have been killed in action; one died of disease’ 
while on service, and one is missing. 

Before I sit down I would like to mention that soon, probably before our 
next meeting, you will «all have a copy of a new edition of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council Manual which the Bengal Legislative Department, and especially 
Mr. McKay, have carefully brought up-to-date and enlarged. I trust that it 
will be as useful to you as the earlier editions compiled by Mr. Wigley have 

liAnrt vtrkAiYkKr\t.ci rtf iUia Plrtiinnil in flirt nnaf. 
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The Hoirbh» Baiut Akhii. ChAndka Datta moved the rollowinj;? rt^solu- 
Cion : — 

‘ This Council recommends to the (iovernor in Council that tlie systiun 
of trial Jiy jury be extoinled to all tliofio districlH in Beni^al in which il is not 
at present in force.’ 

Ho said : — 

My Lord, th(^ Jury system was first inaugurate<l by the (Jriminal Pnna^- 
dure (’ode passed in 1861 (Act XXV" of 1861 j, undm* section 61^2 of wliiidi 
the Gov(U'nmont of Ihui^al introduced the sysltnn into 7 district s. viz., tin* 
‘24-Parganas, lloughly, Burd’van, Mursliidabad, Xadia, Patna anil Dacca. This 
was in 1862. Thirty-five years aftm’, f.e., in 1897. the system was extendiul 
to 4 other districts, viz., Ohiltagong, Mynumsin^h, Uajshahi and .lessore. 
So that the system is now in force in H) out of t he 26 districts of 15en^al 
(Patna no longer forming a part of Bengal). 

I have now the honour of moving for the e.xtension of the systiun to the 
remaining 16 districts of the Presidmicy. 

Now, my Lord, my contmitiou is that the time has now arriveil — in fact it 
had arrived long bid’ore — whim the system of Trial by Jury should be (extended 
to all the remaining districts of Bmigal. i shall not dwell upon the inherent 
merits of Jury trial as a systetii. Tlnw arc universally admitted. But to 
make out a case in favour of my resolution, it lies on nu‘ only to establish that 
the system has worked satisfactorily in those districts in which it has been 
in force. It has now been under trial for over Jialf a century and my sub- 
mission is that it lias been nothing but a success. But without giving my 
own humble opinion on this iiuestion, I propose to place before Vour 
Kxcelluncy the verdict of competiuit authorities, both ollicial and non-oHicial, 
on the working of the Jury systiun in Bengal in chronologiijal order. 

Li'ss than three y(*ars after the intrixluction of I he system, the District 
Judge of Nadia expressed, in 1861, his decided opinion that it had worke.d 
well. Prom his actual oxpi'rience of the trials in his court, he was satisfiiul 
that thi^ pri'Siuice of a »lury in criminal cases had been esstuilial assistance 
to himself, and was regarded by the Indians themselves as a safeguard 
against errors of judgment and a guaranti*e that all tin* details in a case 
would bo fully understoiKl before any conclusion was formed. He observed, 
* Every year 1 hope to see an improvement of what, in its present stage, can 
only be regarded as an experiment.’ 

In 1865, the then Lieutenant-Governor. Sir (jecil Bead on, after an idabo- 
rate examination of the working of the system during the pe-riiMl of five ye.ars 
^an l on a review of there|X)rts, submitted both by tin* executive and judieiary ’ 
came to the eonclnsioii that the experiment had suceoeded to an extent which 
was scarcely to be anticipated and that on the whole the Juryimui had dis- 
charged their duties intelligently and consciuntionsly. In the same yt‘ar the 
High Court remarked that the Jury syslein worked well iu the districts into 
which it had been iiitrcxlucod in 1862. 

Two years later, in February 1S67, Sir Cecil Beadoii recorded his 
deliberate and mature conviction, * founded on long experience and observation, 
and specially on the results of the system in the Lower Provinces, so far as it 
had been acted upon ’, that the trial of all ofibnees before the c/iurts of sessions, 
ip all parts of the Lower Provinces, ought to be liy Jury ; and that the system 
might be universally adopted not only without prejudice lo Hie administration 
of criminal justice, but with decided benefit to tlm courts, and with increased 
confidence on the nart of the public in th^r judgments. He obsorved that it 
had been his invariable aim to select the most e^iauJt and generally the most 
experienced officers at his disposal to serve as judges in the jury districts, 
and that it might be, in some degree, owing to the care witli which selection of 
judges had been made that the system had been so entirely successful as far 
as it had been introduced. He added that even if there were one or two 
judges on the mufassal Bench who were not fully competent to diiect a jury. 
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it secmocl to liim that this circumstance ought not to operate against the 
general introduction of a measure believed otherwise to bo expedient. 

My Lord, it is now precisely 50 years since one of the most illustrious 
rulers of the Province, Sir (Jocil Beadon, proposed seriously and earnestly to 
extend the Jury system to all districts and to all offences triablo by Courts of 
Session. Half a century of British rule has since elapsed — is it too much, 
my Lord, even now to claim the extension — a consummation which was so 
devoutly wished for in 1867 ? May I not very legitimately claim that my 
resolution is a very modest one ? May it be reasonably said that I am asking 
for too mu(di ? Sir Cecil Beadon was not an impatient idealist or a visionary 
enthusiast. He was the responsible ruh‘r of Bengal. Besides, liis views were 
not looked upon as ultra-radical or fantastic — tlK)8ii wen^ views in wliicli the 
Government of India also coincided g(*iie. rally. And if the Oovcumimuit of 
India declined to extend the system to all districts and to all offences at that 
tiinc!, they (lid so, not because competent jurymt^n W(n*e not available in the 
country but l)ecause in their opinion (iompotent judges were not tluui available 
— judgf^s coi!ipete!it to advise and gui(J(» the jury ])rop(‘rly. Wlial an irony of 
fat/(i it is that tin. p(ioph« of a vast provima* \V(o*c ndiised such a progressive 
instilutioii for no other n^asori than that the, jmiges weri' in)t competent to 
preside over a jury trial. 

S(tv(;iite(‘n y(^ars later, i.e., in 1884, tlj(* (iov(u-nment of Bengal reojxuied 
the (pmstion of the. extension of tin* jury system and aski'd the opiiiion of the, 
Higli Court wh('thcr it was diisirahle to introduce Trial hyJury into other 
districts. Tho letter of the (bwernment of Bcmgal, dated the 17th July, 1884, 
address(‘,d to th(‘, High (Vmrt aft(U’ a revit‘W of all thi‘ ollicial ri'ports on rlie 
working of tho system from 1862 to 1884 concluded as follows: — “Without 
going so far as topronourKM' the system of Trial hy .lury to have lu'cii anything 
lik«* a complet(‘ su(?C(!S8, tin* Li(mt(*nant-Govi‘rnor thinks that it has work(‘d 
fairly well in tin* more advancfui districts to wliich it has h(‘(m applied. 
Occasionally, no doubt, bad vordicts liad binm givim by jnri(‘s and miscar- 
riages of justice have n'sultcul ; but since 1872, when at tln< suggest ion of 
Mr. Justice Jackson, the law was amended and a rcfm’tuict* to tins High Court 
allowiul ill casna in wliich th(^ ])residing Judge considert‘d tin' vin-dict given to 
Im- wrong, those have decreased in numher. It will bo seem from paragraph 7 
of this letter tliat Sir Cecil Jjeado’ii advocated tin* i^xiimsion of tdie sptimi 
to all the districts of the LoW(*r PreviiKJes so far ba(*k as 1867, whim It had 
heim in force for only fivi^ years. This proposal was appar(*nlly abandoned in 
deference to the vit'ws which had l>e(‘n I'Xpresseti by thi^ High (Jourt that a 
longer trial should be given to the system in th(‘ ilistricts into whicii it had 
been originally introduced. Upwards of 1 1 years havt? elapsed sin(*e Sir Cecil 
Beadon’s Kesolution of February 1807 was nmorded and Mr. Bivers Tliompson 
thinks the time has now come when the mattfo' iniglit with advantage be 
reconsidered. 1 am accordingly to re(]uest tliat the Ilon’bh* iludges may be 
mov(Hi to favour him with expression of tlieir opinion aa to the advisability of 
extending the system to tho (list riots named in the margin.”* 

Sir Uiv(ws Thompson was District .hidge of jury districts for a coneider- 
ahle period and had thus enormous experience, which is the real training and 
education of men ’ in resjuinaihility, and was therefore j>re-eininently in a 
position to speak with authority on the 8ul>]foct. This enhances the value of 
the deliberate opinion recorded hy Sir Rivers Thompson about tho Huccess of 
the Jury By stein in Bcmgal. 

* Th(^ fludges of the High (' 9 urt could not, however, agree. Justices Mitter, 
Norris and Ghorii were for •extension, hut tho other Judge^s were not. The 
result was, that on tliis occ&sion also, the prppo^] qL the Bengal Government 
for exteiiBion of the syBtem'ft'ad to he dropped. But, my Lord, more things 
happened in 1884 than I have yet described — in fact, I have presented only 
one side of tho shield. The disappointment of tlie Indians in 1884 was more 
than compensated by the unusual advance made by the Europeans in this 
country in the matter of Trial by Jury. In that memorable year — memorable 
for more reasons than T (Jan legitimately discuss here — during those troubled 
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days, my Lord, the EiiropeanH in this country worn fighting tooth and nail 
for thoir rightu ami privileges as roganls the aduiinist ration t)f justii^e. They 
were very naturally keen about this valued right of Trial l>y Jury and tliey 
acquired it in 1884 after a stormy hut triumphant agitation — an agitation 
which was so V(Jiement and so violent that history has immortalised it by 
the dignitied but sensjitional e'cprossion of “ White Mutiny Act 111 of 1884 
gave every European British subject, charged with an offiuice, liowever 
trivial it may be, not only before a Sessions Judge but c‘ven before a District 
Magistrate, the right to claim to be tried by a jury of wliich not less than 
half the numlxu* shall be Europeans or Americans. It is a claim wliudi can- 
not be made liy an Englishman in a Magistrate’s (H)urt in his own country. 
Suppose a European of Faridpur or (himdia is charged with committing 
tres|)ass or iiiiscliitjr. thi^ pettic'St of offences km)wn to criminal law, before 
the District Magistrate, In' can claim to be tried by a jury. Ilut it is deniiul 
to an Indian citiziui even if lii‘ is charged with rniinler in the (^)urt of the 
Sessions Judge of tin* same place. This distinction ludwium the Indians and 
Europeans is so remarkabb* and so glaring that it is not at all consistent with 
sound and impartial administration of justice. It is (piiti' out of tune, my 
Lord, with the truly liberal policy whicli Your Exc(*lleijcy has been striving 
amid unparalleled difficuitii's to follow in Hengal. It is a distinction the 
perj'etiiation of which can by no means be consisteni with wisdom and siales- 
manship. The distinction is naturally enough r(‘s<‘nted by my countrymen, 
and it is high time, my Lonl, that it should be removed. I appt'al to Your 
Excidlency with all tlu‘ ('anu'stiioss that I can command to do away with this 
needless distinction betwcum tin* Indians and Euro]M‘ans as r(*gards tin* right 
of trial by jury, so far of course as li('S within Your Ex(‘t‘llency’s power. 

Hut to n*turn to my chronological story. I have brought it down to]88L 
I am not awan* vvb('th('r tlu'ro arc any official reports b(‘tw('(!n 1881 ami 18!K). 
Tin* year 18!)2, however, is a very memorable year in tin' history of the .lury 
system in ihuigal. Hut before I (‘oine to 1892, I ]»ropose to draw tin*, atten- 
tion of tin* Council to wliat tin* pcopb*, m>t oidy in Hengal, but throughout the 
h'ligtli anil breadth of tin' fndian continent, felt and thought and spoki* about 
the Jury systiiui. How k(*t*n tin* people of H(*ngal in particular were alxnit 
this matter at this time will appi'ar from an incident which oc.ciirrt'd on the 
('.V(' of Lonl Rij'on’s dejiarture from ( Calcutta on a certain occasion. 

Hi'Fon* bidding farewell to ‘'iie of the lead(*rs of public ofiiiiioii in H(‘ngal, 
his Lordship asked “ Now, tell me, my friend, what can I ilo for yim ” ? To 
this the latter roplii*d, going down on his knees, “ My Lord, concedi* to us 
the right of Trial by Jury.” Tlio kne(*ling gentleman was no othe.r than 
the lat«* Habu Shisliir Kumar (tIiosIi, tin' foremost patriot of his gimcration. 
In 1884 tin* Hengal (Tovernment, us wc have' seen, proposed the t‘xtiiiision of 
tin* system, and in the year following, the Indian National (h)rigress held its 
first mooting in Bombay. We find tlmt alnio.st from the very foundation of 
tint groat and august body, resolutions wore passed from year to yi-ar praying 
for the extension of the system to otlmr districts ami fur greater finality for 
the verdicts of jurors. 

Vide hosolution No. 8 of 1886. 

., No. 4 of 1888. 

No. 3(i) of 1889. 

„ No. 2(5) of 1890. 

,. No. lib) of 1891. 

Thus we find the glorious and edifying spectacle of tlie Government and 
the people, the officials and non-officials atanding on a Common jdatfruun and 
advocating the extension of the Jury system, for which, my Lord, 1 ani now 
claiming Your Excellency’s favourable and sympathetic consideration. Verily 
this was a sight for the gods to see and enjoy. But the gods, like men, have 
their reverses and disa|)pointmonts and they were not allowed to enjoy this 
sight for any length of time. For. on the 20tli October, 1892, Sir Charles 
Elliott, tlic then Lieutenant-Governor of I^ngal, issued a Notification, not for 
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extension but for limitation of the ayntoju, wit lul rawing the right of Trial by 
Jury ill the majority of Horious ofr^noes including murder and rioting. 

Th(^ people asked for bread but instea<l stones were Hung at thmn. This 
Notiftcation came to the people like a bolt from the blue and evoked in the 
country a unanimouH outburst of indignant protest which even the author of 
the Notification Ht unalde in disregard. On the 3()th December, 1892, the 
Indian National Congress at Allahabad piSMod a resolution demanding not 
only the wiihdrawal of the Jury Notification hut also the extension of the 
system, 'riie following two days were holidays and on the very next office 
day, viz., 2nd .laiiuary, 1893, tin* Lieutcuiant-Oovernor addressed an important 
despatch to the Government of India stating that he desired to reconsider 
tlui (juestion and suggested the a| pointinent of a Commission to consider the 
matter. The al)ove-Tiientloned Hesoluiion of the Iinlian National Congress 
was moved by the late liahii Guru Frosad Sen and S(^conded by Rai Baikunta 
Nath Sen Bahadur. The speeclnm of these, two levisl-headed and sagacious 
loaders ])roved conclusively, not by declamation and denunciation, l>ut by ‘ a 
candul examination of tiio ciiiiw^ statistics for a number of years taken from 
tlu^ Administration He])orfcH ’ that the Jury system worked muck better than the 
non-jury or the Assessor system. The very fact that (’ven i.h(-‘ author of the 
Notification with all tln^ natural bias for it was induced to reconsider the 
matter ami to institute lortlnvith a careful and satisfactory inquiry is proof 
positive of the fact, if any ))roof is needed, that the Indian National Congress 
made out a very strong cas(‘ in favour of the Jury systmn. 'fhere is therefore 
no n*ason to brush aside the Ih^solution of Babu Guru Frosad Sen as an 
expression nuMH’ly of non-oftieial opinion. In fact, 1 vemture to jJace this 
Uesolution on the same footing with th(‘. recommendations of Sir ('eeil Beadon 
and Sir Rivers Thompson for extension of tin* Jury systmn and claim no less 
authority and weight for tin* former than must uiKiuestionably be conceded by 
all to tin* latter. 

My Lord, out of evil cometh good. The .liiry Notification led to the 
appointment of the Jury (hmnnission, wdio, after a most careful and critical 
examination of the working (»f tin* systmii from l«fi2 to 1892, and, who, after 
(‘xamining tlu^ wlioh' literature on th(‘ subji‘ct including all official and 
judicial rei)(»rts, arriv(*d at tin* following important conclusions : — 

“After the fullest consideration of the very abundant mat(*rials before us 
we cannot cjouk' to tin* (joiiclusion that tin* Jury system in its prcsi'nt shape 
has ])rov(‘d a failure in Bengal. Our general conclusion is the same as that 
arrived at by tin* Local Government in bSS4, that system has worked fairly 
w'oll in the more advanced districts to which it has been ap]>lied.’’ *‘And 
dealing more specifically with tin* Notification of Sir Charles Elliott, the tlom- 
mission n^corde(l the following opinion * * .* * we have 

come to the unanimous conclusion that the classification of offences triable 
by jury as it bto(Ml befon* the 2()th ()ctobt*r, 1892, should be reverted to. 

Ami who w('re I he members of this Commission? The President was no 
other than Mr. Frinsep who was Judge of tin* Calcutta High Court for a 
very long time. Among tin* members were Sir Bomesh Chunder Mitter, 
another illustrious Ju Ige, ‘ who officiated as Chief Justi(‘e of Bengal,’ and Sir 
Griffith Evans, Adv(K*ate-Gem*ral of Ifengal, ‘ who enjoyed such unstinted 
confidence of the Government that they appointed him member of the Supnmie 
Legislative Council for about a quarter of a cemtury.’ 

The (/ommission submitted their report on the 24th March, 1893. And 
only three days after, j.c., on the 27th March, the people hailed with delight 
the publication by the Bengal Government of a Notification by which the 
Jury Notification of the 2()th October was cancelled. 

All that haipened during the time of Sir Charles Elliott afforded, 
therefore, the clearest vindication of the Jury system in Bengal. He no 
doubt comlemned tin* system in the first instance, but through the mysterious 
dispensation of Providence ho eventually proved himself to be the most 
genuine and ardent supporter of the institution. 
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So [ fool justifi^l ill con teiK lino: tlial. Sir CJliarlos Elliott liko Sir Cecil 
Beadoii ami Sir Rivers Thompson wis an ailvo'iate of tlie .liiry system in 
Benina I . 

Jhit there is a strange fatality which has always attended this ill-faU‘d 
institution in Bengal. For, in spite of the fiery ordeal ii passed tliroiigh in 
1892 and J893, all that was done was mendy the niaintmianeeof tlie 
The, question of extension of tin* systmn to oilier districts was not at all 
referred to tiie Commission ‘ who felt that they were not authorised to travel 
heyond the matters expressly referred to them, although they reciuved 
rt'presontations on tin* suhjt^ct from many non-jury <listriels.’ 

The result was that, in spite of tln^ vinditMition of tim diiry system hy such 
competent expert opinion, no stej) was taken in 189.H for tin* i-xtimsion 
of th(^ same. But th»^ people wen* not satisli(‘d with m(‘n*ly r(*gaining 
lost grouud. 'Wii*y wen* keen for (*xL(*nsion. Accord infjly we find the 
Indian National Congress reoiieiiing the question of the (‘Meiision of the .lury 
system in 1891 and passing a resolution in that helialf yiiar aft(*r year. I 
shall only quott* tin* t‘*xt of one typical resolution, w/z., tin* r(‘Soluiion which 
was passed by the twelfth Congress in 1896. “That this (hmgress having 
regard to the opinion of tlie .lury Commission as to the succ(*8s of tin* sysU'in 
of Trial hy dury, and to tln^ fact that with the progress of education a sutHcituit 
number of eilucated persons is availalde in all parts of tin* etnintry, and 
concurring with previous Congresses, is of opinion that Trial hy dury should 
be extended to districts ami olfenc(*s to whieli tin* system at j)resent diH*H not 
apply and that the verdicts should lx* final.” The Oovernment was appar(‘ntly 
satisfied with the reasonableness of the demand and made a sliglit n^sponsi*. 
On tho 19th .\pril, 1897, the Bengal Oovernment puhlisIxMl a Notification hy 
which tho system of Trial by dury was extendcul to the districts of Chittagong, 
Mymensingli, Rajshahi and dcssore with rcsptu't to certain olli*nces. My 
Lord, while certainly thankful to the (lovornment lor this com;ession, my 
countrymen looked upon it only as a small instalment of a large debt still due 
to them. The extension of the s^^stem in 1897, slight as it is, is valuabb^ 
to us as a distinct recognition oiict* more by the Covernimnit that tin* syst(*m 
has been nothing but a sikjccsh in tln^ seven districts in whieli it had been 
under trial for a p(*riod of thirty-five years. 

Sima* then education has made phenomenal progress all over Bengal, 
and if education is any ti^st of fitin*Hs for this vaim*<i rigiit. tlnui it (tannol 
possibly be gainsaid that every district of B(*n,^^l has fully rstablished its 
claim to the dury system. 

Let us now for one moment turn to facts and figures. L(*t us compare 
the number of schools, colleg(*s, graduates ami umler-graduates in 1862. 1867, 
1884, 1893, 1897 and 1916. Tho position is so very clear ami so absolutely 
nncontroversial that I should not fool justified in tresjiassing upon Your 
Excellency’s time to labour this point by an examination of I he statistics on 
the subject. I shall content myself with summing up tlie position very 
broadly by stating that education in the most backward district to-ilay in 
1916 comnaroH very favourably with education in the most advanc(‘-d district 
ill 1862. Then* c.in be. no denying the fact that if there was any fxn* <liHtrict 
in Bengal whieli was fit for tho dury systmii in 1862, then judged hy the test 
of education there is no district now in Biuigal which can reasonably be 
considered unfit for the same. If competent jurors were available, in Nadia 
in 1862 — we have quoted the opinion of the dudge of Nadia that they were 
available — can it bo said with any semblance of reason that afti*r the* lapse 
of over half a century there will not be found a sufficiently large number of 
educated men in Tippera or Bakarganj, in Faridpur or Midnaporo to draw 
jurors from ? Is there any conceivable reason why Tippera and Faridpur 
should be considered unfit for jury trial in 1916 whim Burdwan and IlfKighly 
were found qualified in 1862 ? The system was introduced in all the districts 
of Assam with respect to all offences triable by courts of session as early as 
1862. Can it be seriously contended that the 16 Bengal districts on behalf 
of which I am moving this resolution are more backward in 1916 than 
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the oven now benighted AsBarn districtB were in 1862? My Lord, I am not 
demanding more for the Bengal districts than the AsHam districts have, as a 
matU'r of fact, already (‘nj(>ye(i fur the last fifty-four yt^ars. 

There is one very important fact which 1 sliould have mentioned before. 
1 have cited many authorities, but 1 liave not yet cited the authority of the 
very authors of the Jury systeni in British India. The system, as J have 
said, was introfluced by the (Criminal Procc'dure Code of 1861. The history 
of that legislation, so far as the question now before us is concerned, is both 
interesting and instructive. Tlic Indian LawCoiiimisflioners ‘ appointcjd under 
the Indian Act of 1853 ’ upon whose rej)ort the C(k 1() of (’riininal Pnxjcdure 
was introduced in the Inijjerial Legislalivt* (Jouneil in 1859 n*eoininended the 
]jn*,Bent double system of jury and assessor. The (Jcxle, as prepared by the 
Coininissioners, was laid bcd'ore tlu' L(^gislative (Jouncil and referred to a 
Select Committee. Now, my Lord, 1 beg leave to call your special attention 
to the re])()rt of tln^ Seh^'t (Vnnmittee. d’hoy did not accept the iloubio 
system and struck out altogethm- the provision respe(;ting assessors and 
])rovided for tln< intr(»duetion of a general system of Trial by Jiirj. We arrive 
at the next stage, my Lord. whc‘n the n'port of th(! S(‘lect Committee was 
])resent(Ml before the Council who approved and adoptt'd tin' uniform system 
recominand(id by £lv€ flcloct Committee. In othm* words the Bill as approved 
by lh(‘ lmp(‘rial Council provided for the iiitrtKluelion the Jury systeiiJ % 7 i 
all disfrirts. 

W(‘ now come to tln‘ last and final Btag(‘ when tin* Bill was submitted 
for approval to tlni Secretary of Stat(; for India in Couinul, who, however, 
was oT opinion that the course recommended by the Ijavv Commissioners 
shouhl b(‘ followed, that trial in the Sossion Courts should be generally 
(‘onduetod with tin* aid (»f assessors, and that Trial by Jury being settled by 
law in regard (o certain elass('s it should be left to tin* Covernnu'nt to extend 
it to localitit's as it may de(‘m fit. The lm}M‘rial Council accordingly nn'Hliiic'd 
lhi‘ir own eone.lusions and the juvsent doubh* syet(‘m was brought into ('xis- 
t(uic(‘. It will thus appear that, but for the intert^rcncu' of the Home Cov(*rn- 
ment, the Jury syst(*in would liave been introduced throughout the length 
and breadth of the Provinc(* as early as 1862. My Lord, I am not asking for 
mon* than tin' SupR'ine (h)uncil very gracaously, but none the less soh*mnIy, 
jiroposed to give us more than half-a-century betoH'. I use* thi* word 
“graciously” advis''dly Ix'c.iuse the legislation proposed by them was not the 
result ol any agitation or public opinion iuit proceedi'd from tln'iiisidves. 

The prjjieipal argiinn»nt against the extonsiou of the Jury eysti^m is that 
tin* jurors sometimes return wrong verdicts. The Jury system, after all, is a 
human institution and jurors are, after all, men. liike all otlnu* human insti- 
tutions tile Jury systi'ui is also bound to have its ordinary share of imjierfec- 
tions. Like all otln*r men the junirs are also liabh* to err. It is therefore 
only natiinil and inevitable that th(' verdicis of the jurors in some cast*H will 
be erroni’ous. Is this, howt'ver, a ground for condemning the system ? Arc 
then' any triliunals of any <lescription in any country which are absolutely 
fri‘e from wrong verilicts ? Are not the dt;jusioiiB of tin' Sessions Judges in 
the* non-jury districts reversed by the High Court in an appr(*cial)ly largtj 
mimlier of cases? Are not even capital Beiit(*nct*8 in non-jury districts sot 
aside by the Higii Court and replaced by order of accpiittal? Are not the 
decisions of tin* High (’ourts in»t infrequently set aside by their Lordships of 
the Judicial (’ommitti'i' ? Is that aground for the abolition or condemnation of 
the Sessions (\)urts or High (-ourts? Has not the (daborati* machinery of 
our law courts ‘ beginning from the courts of tin* Deputy Magistrates and 
Alunsiffs with ])rovisions lor appeals in the court of the District Magistrates 
and District and Si'ssions Judges and for second ap) eal and revision and 
reference in the High (Jourts with the Privy Council in England as the 
liighoBt tribunal for counteracting and undoing all the blunders committed by 
the courts uf the various grades in India, has not this elaborate machinery * 
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for its basis the fundaniontal truth that the verdicts of all courts and all tribu- 
nals must inevitably bo wrong in some casus ? We have no right to claim or 
expect utopian perfection for the Jury system. Wo ought to jinlge it by that 
ordinary standard by wliich we ordinarily judgt' all other human institutions. 
No institution is or can b(? ideally perfect. 

The complaint against the jurors comes chiefly from tht‘ police'. The 
police complain because the jurors (‘annot and do not always see eye to eye 
with the police. They complain because the jurors somotinu's fail to givi* 
credence to the evidence that is lu'ought up by tin* jiolice in Si ssions Courts 
and let off innocent persons who are not infrequently sent up by tin* police. 
On this rather ticklish and delicate^ (piestion, my Lord, I shall not hazard 
any opinion of my own. but with Your Kxei'lhuicy’s permission 1 shall quote 
the authority of no less a persnnagt^ than Sir Rivt'rs Thompson who obmu'vi'd 
that the jurymen W(u*t‘ more serupuloiis m accepting polliwi evidence than 
tin* .fudges wert' and that it was (piiU' right that th(*y should be s(» scrupulous. 
There is one fact which lends tin' utmost weight (<» t in* observation* of Sir 
Rivers Thompson. Ol»vk)iteiy he <lid not consider this “ K(‘rupulousness ” 
on th(» part of the jurors to bo a iliseredit or a demerit, for, in spite of this 
opinion, he was, as a matti'r of fact^ one of the greatest advu(tat(*s of this 
institution and In* was anxious for gradual exti'iision of the* sAmo. I may bo 
permitted. how«*ver, to ohs(*rve that over-scrupulousness on tin* jiart of the 
jury is a failing wloVli li'ans on virtu(‘’s side*, if it is a failing at all. One of 
the fundamental jirinciples tif jiirisprudenei* is that it is hett(*r to l(*i off 
nim'ty-iiine guilty men than to send one iiiuuct*nt man tf> jail. Tfiis over- 
scrupulousness is not the characL'ristic of the. l>(‘ngahH‘ jurors alone, 'riiat 
is the dietinguishiug feature of jurors iii Knglaml also. Mr. .lolin llrighi, 
Bpoakiiig of the jtiforti hi Euglami, observed that tin* jury nafurallt/ were 
over-scrupulous' in ’ Woighrmr t^vidoiici' in ease.s wlien* punishment might bi' 
death. But ] shall cite still aiiotln^r high authority and shall (piotn the 
following j)a.ssag(* from the* report of the .liiry Oommission : 

“ Souk* of the verdicts alleged to Ik* ('rroneous may he fairly atirihulable 
to distrust of police evidimce and of the manner in which cases an* g»>t up hy 
the police. This distrust has not be(*M without reason in th(} past, hut steps 
have boi*n recently taken to iiriprovo the polici* generally, and in parti(;ular 
investigation ami preparation of cases ‘diall bo entrusted to a highf>r ami more 
trustworthy class of oilLcora. With these im])rovemeMts tin' distrust may 
be expticted to gradually di.sappear.” Wh(‘ther tin* hope of inq)r()vem(*ijls 
of the jioliee and their motlKHJs has been justified by the event may or may 
not he a matter of controversy, and whether tin* distrust (»f tin* police 
evidence has since disappeared oris still om* of tin* ilisadvantages the jurors 
labour under in coining to a right dt^cision — quite apaii. fiom those considi'ra- 
ti.iiis, have at all events lien* a most significant and iine(|uivoe.al jirfmoiinee- 
ment of moat eompeteiit .ludgi'S that the allogi'd erronooiis v(^rdicts are not 
always orroiieoiis in point of fact that,' it is the, unrelialji* police ovidiuiee 
wliich is the real cause for failure of prosecution and tint if there is any- 
thing wrong" in those cases, it is not in the verdict of the jury hut in tin* 
very inception of the case — in the placing of a wrong man upon trial and 
in the attempt to obtain conviction by ovidence which is not accoptabh' to 
the jury. The opinion of the .lury (lominission comes to this, that tin* police 
in the first instance try to obtain onviotion by misloading tln^ jury by 
unfeliablw ovidence and that when the jury arc intelligent enough to see 
through their Uhctffcs they raise the stereotyped cry — “ The verdict is wrong, 
the verdict is perverse.” 

The reports of the .Judicial Officers as to the success of tin* system in 
Bengal, although not uniform, are, on the whole, doc.*icleflly favourable. 
Some of them reported strongly in favour of it, othcirs reported against it. But 
with respect to the latter, the .fury Commission ohsorvod that many of the 
J udicial Officers who reported against the system based much of their opposi- 
tion to it on grounds not special to Bengal hut equally applicable to EnglamL 
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Th(5 Judges oitlier agree or disagree with the verdict of the jurj\ If 
they jigroi), then certainly the verdict is not erroneous — at all events it is not 
erroneous in their estimate. It is only when they disagree that the 
Judges call the verdict of the. jurors to he erroneous. Now the verdict 
of the jury cannot with contide-nce he said to he erroneous merely 
hecause the ^luilge differs from the same. Tlnu’e is absolutely no justifica- 
tion for tli(‘ assumption that in all cases of ilifforenca of opinion the 
Judge is right and tiie jury wrong. On the contrary, the jury-men being 
drawn from the {leoph} themselves are hotter able to decide questions of fact 
than the Judg<*s who are more or less unfamiliar with the customs, manners, and 
languages of the accustMl and the witiiesses. It is unive'^sally admitted that 
jurors ari^ more oft(‘n right in the facts than tin* J udges. That is the disjjassion- 
ate judgment (*ven of the Judges themselves all over India. I shall quote the 
testimony of three Judgt^sfrom three rrosidencies. Mr. Woogan, District 
Judge of Outtack, observed so far hack as 1881 “ I have found the asses- 
sors as a rule take an intelligent interest in the proceedings • * and 

althou^fli 1 think them in some cases prone to acquit, I have frequently found 
where I have ovm’-ruled, that tlioir doubts wero endorsed by the Fligh i’ourt 
on a|4^1.” Mr, Henson, a .ludge of the Madras Presidency, remarked in 1890, 
“iJurors are mort* often right on the facts than fJudges in tlieir self-sufficiency 
give thtnn credit for.” In thi' same year Sir Charles Farran, Chi(ff Justice of 
Bombay, said : * * “ The verdict of the jurors, by reason of tin* local know- 

ledge tht‘y possess ami tlnur more perfect acquaintance with tln^ haliits, 
customs and iikkIj's of thought of the accused and of the witnesses examined 
hefort) them is more likely to ho correct than the decision of a Judge, though 

latter approachc^s the considerations of the case with a more trained 
intelligent* and a more logical mind, but with less accurate preception of 
native life and native thoughts.” That is also the verdict of the Jury Com- 
mission who observed that compared with the Sossious Judges, a hxjal jury 
should he better abb^ to draw inference of fact atid to discriininati^ between 
the truth and falsehood of conflicting oral evidence given in their language. 
One of the great(*st disadvantages o) a Sessions trial in this country is that 
many of our Kurof ean Judges do not know the language of the accused and 
the witnesHc^s and some of them do not care to know it. This is simply dis- 
astrous for tlie ends of justice. 

As a matter of fact there are numerous cases in which the High Court 
on a full consideration of the evidence upheld the verdict of the jury and 
rejected that of tln^ Judge. 

It should be borne in mind that the success of the jury system depends 
to some extent upon the etticiency of the Judges. In a jury trial, the Judge 
must ])lay the i6le of a friend, philosopher and guide to the jurors. In their 
Report on the Criminal Administration of Bengal for the year 186.5, tho High 
Court wont so far as to remark that the success of the system depended not 
so much upon the proper selection of persons to form the jury list as U})on the 
ahility-and care with which the ])re8iding »)udge ))erformed the duty of explain- 
ing the case to the jurors, and they therefore strongly urged the importance 
of invariably stdecting the most experienced and efficient officers at the dis- 
posal of the (Government to servo as Vudges in tlie jury districts. Sir 
Cecil Beadon recorded precisely the same opinion in 1867. In the same 
year the India Covernmont refused to adopt Sir Cecil’s recommendation of 
extension of jury trial to other districts not because competent jurors were 
not available hut because Judges of assured capacity of the requisite number 
were not then available. In this connection permit me, my Lord, to quote the 
following ])a8Bage from the report of the Jury Commission : 

“ It must be borne in mind that some of the erroneous verdicts are 
probably due to want of practice on the part of the Judges in the very 
difficult art of charging a jury. A good and clear charge or an inefficient 
one frequently makes all the difference in a verdict. The careful appoint- 
ment of only the best and most experiened Judges to jury districts 
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muijt inlti^?al;e thin dinger." So tlie Ifigli Court, tlu^ Local Govcrnniont 
and the Supremo Government all iirianimonKly attrihiito Home of the erro- 
neouH verdicts of the jurors in Bengal to the int'IHciency of tin* JiidgoH. 
It itt somewhat interesting therefore to find some of the dndges frying to 
shift the burden of wrong verdicts from their own shoulders to those of the 
jurors. 

JJut apart from these a priori consideratioiiH, my contention is that the 
statistics do not support tin* charge of “wrong V(>rdiet " The statistics 
furnished by Government reports wen* examiniid at length by the Jury 
Commission from this standpoint. Tln^ following (‘xtr.ict from their report 
is a sufficient refutation of this baseless charge : 

‘‘ Tln^ opinions before us show that experienced officers have freipmntly 
complained of the prevalence of wrong verdicts, which they have attributed 
to various iniiato defects in the jurors. The statistics, on the other hand, do 
not shew that there has been any larger numb(‘r of cases than might have be(*n 
roasoiiably expected, and certainly do not indicati^any breakdown of tin* system. 
We think that eonsi(h*ral)le weight should b(^ giv(‘n to the opiniem of com- 
fietent observers. Still, statistics an* of groat importance as indicating the 
number of trials, the number of eases in which tin' Judge has disagriM'-d with 
the jury, the number of cas«*s refm*rod and the n*sult of n‘f(M*enci's ; and tlu^y 
form a sound basis for judging how far the matt(n*s com[)laine(l of havii operat(*li 
so largely as to seriously interfere with tin' administration of just ici*. Opinions 
of this character have lujen expressed from time to time sinia* IHfii^. bul they 
have nevi‘r been accepted as sufiicient material for tin* condemnation of the 
system. There is reason to Ihink that the varianc^^ between the adverse 
opinions and the actual result shewn by tin* statistics can b(* explained by the 
bias caused by the. occurrenc(' of some case, in which the unc'Xpi'cted results 
have shocked those officers, who arc thus loo (*asily h*d to believi' in the 
prevalence of infiueiicr^ which may have caus^Ml a failure of justice in an 
individual (jase. Having fornnul this strong opinion and probably n*i)ort('d it 
to their Huj)orior offic(*rs, and having HatiHti<‘il themselves of the existimce of 
certain tendencies or [irejudiees calculated to int(*rfere with the correctm*8H of 
V('rdicts, and having seen sonu' instances of their oj)eration, I h(‘y have too 
readily assumed that these tendencies and prejudices wi»re iivi'i'wlielining and 
generally operative' to the subversion of justice, without considering how far 
education or a sensf* of n'sponsibility might counteract (1mm and mighi have 
led to the majority of the verdicts being such as could not havi? been giv«*n if 
the tendmieies and prejudices in question had swayeil the delusion of the jury. 
Assuming that such tmidencies and jirejudiccH on the jairt of the jurors do 
exist, the statistics show that tliey do not opcrati* to anything like the extent 
which might be expected from the perusals of many of the reports made to 
Govi*rnnjont.” The statistics of II yevars prior to lHi)3 were very carefully 
examined by Babu Guru Prasad Sen from whose sp(*eeh I (luole the following 
illuminating passage : — 

“ In my humble opinion, no amount of jJatitudes, or denunciation, but 
a careful examination of figures comprising the crime statistics for a niimlxn* 
of years can aloiiii h(*li) us in coming to a right conclusion regarding the 
matter. Wo have jury trials and non-jury trials in Sessions courts under 
the Government of Bengal, and the result of trials with jury as compared 
lyitli the result of Sessions trials without a jury, wdll show the merit of (acli. 
Such a statement. I now hold in my hand. It is a comparative statement of 
the above kind from 1877 to 1891 compiled from the reports of the Adminis- 
tration of Criminal Justice in the Lower Provinces. It w^ould ho tedious to 
read to you all the figures, even if our 10 minutes ruh' will allow. I shall 
crave your permission to take it as road, and I shall hand over a copy to our 
Secretary for I'ecord as a part of this address. I shall, however, read to you 
the summary of the result. 

From 1877 to 1891, barring the years 1879, 1880, 1881 and 1882 for 
which certain figures are not available, the number of trials with jury was 
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3,567; the number of verdicts agreed to by the Sessions Judges was 632; 
the number of references disposed of, under section 307, Criminal Procedure 
Code, was 238 ; verdicts approved by the High Court were 90 ; verdicts set 
asides by the Higli Court wore 148. The percentage, therefore, of verdicts 
not agreed to l>y the Sessions Judges to the whole number of verdicts during 
these years, was 16*9. The percentage of verdicts actually set aside to the 
total number of verdicts, was 3*68. While, if all cases in which the Sessions 
Judge disagreed from tlio verdict of the jury had been referred by them 
under section 307, Criminal Procedun^ Code, to the High Court, and venlicts 
set aside in the same ])roportion as in cases referred, the percentage of 
verdicts which would hav(^ been set asidci, would be ll'S. 

On the other hand, we find that during the same period the total number 
of non-jury trials, /.c., trials with Assessors, was 12,141. The number of 
appeals disposed of by the High Court from the decisions of the Sessions 
Judges was 8,205 ; the number of cases in whieli there wene no apjH^als, was 
3,936 ; of the api)eals disposed of 6,632 were anirmed, and the ninnbor 
reversed, . modified and sent back, was 1,603. Th(‘ ])oreentago of judgment 
of Sessions Judges atfirmed to the total number of api)eals was 81*6 and the 
percentage of judgments revt^rsed, modified and sent back, was 19*1. The 
percentage of judgments aflinned or not disturlied to the total number of 
trials was 86‘7, wliili' the percentage of judgments that would have to bo 
corrected by tlu? High Court, if there had bemi a])pi‘als in all cases to tin' 
total number of trials, would be 13*3. 

It would perhaps, be conceih'd that tlici casi's not referred W(u-(' such 
that if they W(‘re before tin* High Court tliere would be less chance of tlnn’r 
being set aside. Under the lu’esont Code*- (see. 307, Or. P. C.) wrong vco’dicts 
may be set asidt^ in every instance ; it is not, th(‘refore, an irnunediable wrong. 
Again, tln^n* ar(^ doubtless cases in which no appeal against tlie scmttmces 
of th('. Sessions Judges is preferred, because tlu^ prisoner has no moinw or 
friends to take up liis (iase before the High Court ; and if appeals had bt‘en 
preforr(‘.d in these cas(‘H the sentence w'ould not have bern affirmed ; while, 
thorfifori', the mode in which the perecmtagi' has b(K'n worked out in column 
9 of the statoniont A, 1 havt* in hand, is unfavourable to the jury, the mode 
by wliieh the pt‘rc<‘ntago in column 7 of the statement 11, also in hand, has 
been worked out, is very favourable to tin* St*ssions .Judge, and they have 
been worked out in this way to remove all hesitation in adopting thorn for 
the purpose of comjiarison. 

Now comparing these figures, we find that whihi th(‘ actufil percentage of 
verdicts of juri('S set aside during these y(*ars has been only 3‘68, tin*, actual 
percentage of judgments of Sessions Judges reversed iiy the High Court in 
appeal is 19*4. While, if all disagri^cd verdicts had been referred to by 
the Sessions Judges to the High Court, under section 307 of the Criminal 
Procedure Ctnle, and these verdicts set aside in the same ratif) as those 
referred, the penientage of verdicts set aside would have boon only 11*8, but 
the pprcontagt' of judgments of the Sessions Judges that would have to be 
corrected by tin* High Court, to the total number of trials, treating cases not 
appealed against as affirmed, would be 13% 

These figures, 1 hold, conclusively prove that the jury system has wmrked 
much better than the non-jury or the assessor system. Opinions from what- 
ever source they may come, would he of no weight if not based on facts, and 
isolated facts can scarcely furnish a correct basis for generalization.” 

An ounce of fact is worth a ton of theories and opinions. We must 
therefore bow down to the conclusions which have been irresistibly drawn 
from the statistics not of a doubtful character but about whi?h the Govern- 
ment and the people are absolutely certain. The charge of wrong verdicts 
brought against the jurors of Bengal has therefore no foundation in fact. It 
is a grand fiction — and a great libel upon the jurors who do a public duty at 
considerable personal sacrifice. It is too late in the day now to reiterate this 
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exploded heresy and worn-out prejudice. I feel persuaded, iny Lord, tliat 
this argument will not be urged against my roHolution. 

But conceding for argument’s sake that the verdicts of jurors are wrong 
in an appreciable number of cases, it really passes my compnduMision liow the 
alleged wrong verdicts can necessarily load to a failure of justice any more 
than the wrong verdict of a Munsiff, or Subonlinate .ludge, or. District \ludgo 
or a High Court in a civil suit or the wnmg verdict of the Deputy Magistrate, 
District Magistrate or Sessions Judge in a criminal casi^ can. The law as it 
stands now has made ample provision for prevtmting any failun? of mstiot^. 
Whenever the Judge disagrees with the verdict of tlu' jurors, and is of 
opinion that the verdict will lead to failure of justice, section .‘h)7 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code empow<u*s him to submit tho (last! to thti High Court, 
which may exercise any of tho ]>owers which it nuiy t'xercist* on an appeal. 
There is a good dtjal of controversy wiiotlier tln^ verdict of junirs should be 
final or not. But certainly under the existing law this apprehension of 
failure or miscarriage of justice is al)solutelv unfounded. 

My Lord, I am anxious to call Your Exeolleney’s attention to another 
aspect of the matter. Tin* saleguard now provided by section J07 of the 
Criminal Pr(K'(Mlure (h')de against any miscarriage* of justice from erroneous 
verdicts were not in existen(5e wIkui Sir Cecil Boadon and Sir Biveu-s 
Thompson proposed to extend the systtun. Tin* Suprenn^ Coiin(*il proposed to 
introduce the system in all tho districts with final powers to the jurors. If 
the Hyst(*m could Ik* exten(l(*d under tht* old law without the sahjguard, how 
mu(!h more safely can it In* ext(*ndeil now under the (*xisting law with this 
additional safeguard which has plao(Hl the jury and tln» Judges in tim non- 
jury districts prucjtically in the same position, so far as tln^ j)owers of tin* 
High Court for nwision and corrc'ction of wrong v(‘rdicts are coiu;(U'm*d, the 
interv(*ntion of the High (hmrt l)(*ing invoked by the Judge*, in one case and 
by tin; aggrieved party in the other. 

It has l)een declared by eminent jurists that if Trial by Jury is looked at 
from the political and moral point of view, evtu’ything is to In^ said in its favour 
and nothing can lu* said aginst it. This doctrine of universal a|)plicaf ion 
applies with special force to India in the |)res(mt political condition of the 
country. Looked at from this standpoint the following aspects of the ques- 
tion cannot fail to striker tin* most unimaginative^ and suj)erlicial student of 
the present day politics. 

(a) III the administration of justice, the. Jury system may be looked upon 
as a measure of self-government. So far back as 1872, Sir ^(^org(^ (/amplHdl, 
tho then Ijioutouaiii-Covernor of Bengal, although ho was ratlnir hostile to 
the Jury system in India, remarked in tho course of a debate in the. Supreme 
Coaiicil that tlie system Imd a great (*flecl on the political education of the 
people in-as-inuch as they won*. induei‘d to take jiart in sclf-governinent and 
in the administration of justice. 

(b) The system is also calculated to promote co-operation bi^twiKin the 
people ainl the judiciary and will provide a common platform when^ the 
leading and educated men of the whole district can meet tho Jiiflges. Sir 
Charles Elliott was of opinion that tho Jury system was honoficial on 
political grounds as a means o[ identifying tho people of the country 
with the administration of justice. 

(c) Sir J. F. Stephen, in his History of the Criminal Law of England, 
observed : — 

Though the Judges are, and are known to be, in<lep(3ndent of tlu) 
Executive Government, it is naturally felt that their sympathies are likely to 
be on tho sidt^ of authority. The public at large feel more sympathy with 
jury men than they do with Judges, and accept their verdicts with much less 
hesitation and distrust than they would feel towards judgments, however ably 
written or expressed." If this is true of England, how.much more is this 
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truo about Itifiia whore the are not iiKiciieiulent of tlie Executive 

(Jovonmient. Aoeonllngly, tin* Jury Commission said: “The odium of what 
may appear harsh piinislimonts is shifted in great part from the Government, 
and the dread, however unbmnded it may he, of th(‘ all-pervading influence of 
the (lovernment afleeting tin* judgimmt is rtunoved.” My Lord, the 
importance of this consideration from the standpoint of th(3 Government can- 
not he too much emphasised. In the peculiar circumstances of India, it is not 
only ni'cessary that justice should he administered Imt it is equally necessary 
that tli(' ])(‘oph^ should feel and satisiied that it is being properly 
administered. This satisfaction of the people, is an important asset for the 
Governm<*nt. Tlie Jury Commission were so emphatic in their opinion (ui this 
point that they held that this a»lvantago is suilicient to compensate for a 
Certain numhtu* of cases in which criminals may e'scap(‘ conviction or may be 
convicted of less<‘r crimes tlian tlie evideiKic might warrant. Even a super- 
ficial consideration should convin(*(‘ the Judges that the jury not only help 
th(‘m in their judicial task but also relievt' them of great responsibility.*^ 
They should tliendorc welcome the extension of the system for their own 
sake. 

In conclnsion I l>eg leave to sulmiit that the rc'soliition which stands in 
iny name is a resolution which is identical with the n'sointions of the Bengal 
Goviumnumt on several ]ire,vious o(?casionK on the one hand and with the 
resolutions of the Indian National (^mgress on the other. 1 believe, my 
Lord, and I do so honestly, that the proposed extension will opt^raie as much 
for the htmefit of the Government as for the peoidi*. A dispassionate con- 
sideration will shew that this is at all events a matter in which there, is 
absolutely no manmu’ of eouflici between the Governnnmt ami tln^ people. I 
hope, and trust that the resoluticni will b(* acceptable lo all parti(‘s concerned. 

I ai)peal to the non-oflicial members of this Council for sujjporting the 
resolution in the name of tht* Indian National Congress who have becm 
fighting ill this behalf evt‘r since 1885. I count upon the ungrudging and 
whole-hearted support of the Euroj)ean inemhers on the simph^ ground that th(‘y 
are as kei*n about tin* right of Trial by Jury as any other people, on tln^ face of 
the earth. They ihemst'lves fought out I heir own salvation in this matter and 
I feel sure that they will hav(^ nothing hut symjiathy for us in our efforts for 
ohtaiiiing the same. And, lastly, my Lord, I appeal to Your Excellency for 
acci'jiianee of the resolution in the name of Sir (k'cil Beadoii, Sir Rivers 
Thoin|)son and many t»ther high-oflicials wlm from time to time advocated the 
ijxtonsi(»n of the system. The system is in forci* in all the districts of Madras, 
Your Excelhmey s first Presideney in India, and my earnest praym- is that 
Your Exceihuicy will plaei* Bengal on that footing on which Your Excidhmcy 
found Madras in this res})eet. In the words of th(' kn(‘eling gentleman liefore 
Lord Ripon I say “ My Lord, concede to us the rights of Trial hy Jury.” May 
the termination of Your Exeidlency’s rule be signalisiul by the extension of the 
Jury system as contemplated by this Resolution. 

The Hon'ble Baiui Suuknuua Nath Ray : — 

“My Lor<l, — On the 1st December, 1913, I asked the following question 
in your Lordship’s ( -ouncil : - % 

* In view of the advance in education during tin* last 20 years, have the 
Government of Bengal considered the desirability of introilucing tin* Trial by 
Jury in the noii-jury districts ? ’ 

The answer was : 

‘ Within the last 20 years the Government of Bengal have considered the 
desiraliility if ininxlucing Trial by Jury into the non-jury districts. In 1897 
the system of Trial by Jury was extended to the districts of Chittagong, 
Myme.nsingh, Rajshahi and Jessore ; and in 1905 to the district of Khulna.’ 

This question was asked by me as a preliminary to the moving of the 
identical Resolution which my Hon’ble friend has moved just now. When, 
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howt^v'er, I fitiiJied tlh* (juj^atiuii tlioroug’.ilv I askod iiiysi*ir liavt* wt* ^ol. t.lio 
real Ihiiig, or is ir. tli(' more shadow of the KiihHtaiic(\ and if i.lio ri^dit of 
Trial hy Jury is worth oxtamsiou to other distriots. \Viiaiov(*r iny yoiinjir 
and oiithusiastic frioinis may think I am sorry to admit that the (himiiial 
Procodun' (Jo lo of 1898 has made the vordiot of a ]ury and that of an 
assessor almost idtmtioal, in fact, it has made tin* V(‘rdict of a jury worse, 
for there is no appeal to the High (^mrt against tin* verdict of the jury wlnm 
it is coneurri'd in hy the Judge on questioiis of fael except on tin* ground 
of misdirtMaion to the jury. The jury sy^Htem is not what the Law Commis- 
sioners under tlie Imlian Act of 185J reeommendi‘d, viz., that in jury trials, 
the verdict of the jury was to he Innding on tin* Court. It is not what it was 
hy the (hxle of 1861, that the v(n*<liet of tlm jury was to he tinal whim 
the verdict was (dther unaninions or that of a suhstantial majority. The law 
was aimmdeil hy the Co le of 1872 untler tin* guidance of Mr. Stephen (^Sir 
Fite.fames Stepln'ii) who was never known to have heini a man of lihin*al 
|)rinoiples so far at least as India was concerned. He made a suhstantial 
alteration in the law regarding tin* verdict of the jury. In pn‘senting the 
report of the Select Committee on the Code of Criminal Procedure he said : ‘ I 
am awan^ that some of my honourahle eolleagU(*s think that wc^ hay(* (dianged 
the spirit of the whole* system so mueli l>y these alterations, that it would 
have heen hett(‘r to sweep it aNvay altogether. * * * * In giving thi^ 

Judge power to reler to the High Court cases in which In* dillers from the 
jury, we have in) doubt made a eonsiderahh* alt(‘ration upon Knglish pnuje- 
d(‘ntH.’ 

According to Mr. Justice Prinsep the course of legislation and tin* tm-ms 
in which the law is now emhodied in section J()7 of tln^ Code shows I hat it 
was intended to prev(‘nt the finality of a verdict of a jury give,n to it hy the 
Code^of 1861 to enable tin* Sessions Jinlge to interposi^ hy refusing to reeonl 
ami act upon that verdict, if he thought that it would caiist* a failure of 
justice ; ami in such a case* tf) refer tin* proreedings to tin* High (Jourt, 
and to n*(]iiin* the High (Jourt to deal vvith the entire* cast*. ev(m on its 
merits on matt(*rs of facjt, aft(*r giving dm* weight to the opinions of the 
Se8sif)iis Jndg<* and jury. In a Trial hy Jury it was the jury win) were 
responsible f'lr tin* tiinling on t he facts, and nothing short of perversity or 
very clearly demonstrahle (wror wjis held hy most rlndges to justify any 
(^xj)n.*ssioii of disagreement, it is no doubt a valne<i right, hut the way in 
■"which the Hon’hle Judges of the High (hMirt have* of late hegun to iiiterlen* 

• with the verdict of the jury in eases where there has heen vfU’dict of * nol 
guilty ’ that, we are hound to think that the real Trial hy Jury is at an end. 

I have point)* 1 out how the v<*rdict of the jury or at least the verdi(;t 
of a suhstantial majority which at first had a finality is now not worth iiincli 
in cases whore the trying Judge disagrees with it, for In* has absolute ])ower to 
refer the case to the High Court. Ami we find as a njsult ol nd’enm(;c*,8 to 
the High (Jourt, during the years 1912-l;L out of 22 references decided 
during the year the verdict of the jury was acce])ted in 7 (•aH(*s only, i.e., in 
only 3r8 per cent, of the cases. In 1918-14, out of 86 n*f(*renceH <lis[K)s<*«d 
of. the verdict of tin* jury was upheld in 9 cases only or in 2o p«‘r cc‘nt. of 
the cases. In 1914-15 out of 26 references disposed of, tlu' verdiet of the 
jury was accepted in 9 cases, or in 26’9 percent, of the cases, while, during 
the last two weeks of August last, out of 7 references to tiie High (Joiirt 
in 6 the verdict of the jury was not accepted. Of course we must admit 
that this is not the normal state*, of things. It varies according to the incli- 
nations of individual Judges. As Trial by Jury has been reduced to this 
skeleton form, we feel soiiie difficulty in giving our w hoi e-li carted support 
to the Resolution. Trial hy Jury is not a thing unknown to the Indians. 
Settlement of disputes even in civil matters was always decided in the 
ancient daj^s in India by the Punchayet. 

My Lord, we all know the history of the last change in the law as to 
reference to the High Court, I moan the change in the Code of 1898. When 
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in 1892, by a Notification it was notified in the Calcutta Gazette that certain 
offenc(‘R which had hitherto l)oen tried with the aid of jurors would not be so 
tried in eif?ht of the districts of Bengal, the whole Bengal public was taken by 
surprise. There was a public me(*ting in the Town Hall of Calcutta in which 
both Indi.an8 and Europeans joined. The r(‘sult was that Ooverninont 
appointed a C6mini8sion and they recommended thv. amendment of section 
807 of the Code. 

T do not know wlujther iny friend the ITon’ble Member in cliarge^ of the 
dudicial Portfolio whose able conduct of the what is known as the Shainbazar 
riot case stjt frei^ a largo number of alleged offinulerH is not responsible for the 
amendment of l.h«^ ahovt^ section. This is what I find in the rej/ort of the 
duiy Commission : — 

‘‘ Sir Charles Elliott now desires ni(i to l)ring to tin? notice of the 
Governinont of India tlni case of the. third batch of prisoners tried in the 
2'1-Parganafl for rioting near Shambay.ar in the Hul)Urbs of Calcutta as a 
conspicuous instancci of an im|;ortant trial befon» a jury, in which justice 
has l)een thwarted and oflen(i(»rs have esca]K*d ])unishm(nit because they were 
ae(iiiitted by the jury, and in which the dudgi' (Mr. Rampini), although he 
was evidently satisfied of the guilt of the great majority of the accused, did 

not ref(‘r tin*, case to the High thmrt Subsequently to the trial some 

confidential communications have taken plac(^ betwtien Mr. Rampini and this 
(ioverniiHUit, and lui lla'^ explained I hat he was actuated by the belief tdiat 
tlH5 verdict of the jury i)eing unanimous, it was useh^ss to hotu^ tliat th(» High 
(hmrt would reverse it.” 

1 am bound to .admit that then^ are inslances in which the verdict of the 
jury had bi‘en anything but satisfactory. But that is because proper persons are 
not appointed as jurors. Formerly Pleaders in the mufassal also used to bo 
a]'j)ointcd as jurors, but Government have ceased to appoint thorn because 
they wore found to be too independent and could ihnrimghly sift the evidence. 
Evmi Sir (yharles Elliott in his lettiT to the (loveriiment of India dated the 
22nd dune 1891 had to wudte as follows: — Tlu' Lieutenant-Governor 
oonoeivt'S that it is possibh* that suitable men have not bca>n selected for 
jurors in many distiicts; but His Honour thinks that this is due to the 
failure of tin? .ludges and of the other officm*s associated with them under 
sei!tion 321 of tin* Criminal Procedure Code, to take care that only qualified 
persons are eiiKu-ed in the jury lists prepared by them, and he proposcul to 
iinpn*ss strongly (Ui all dudges in jury districts that under tlm law th(*y are 
primarily resjionsibh^ in this matter.” For some years the nomination and 
S(dection of jurors in some districts were in the hands of the Police and the 
rc^sult was that iiroperly qualified men were, not appointed as jurors. Under 
the circumstances 1 think (lovernment is j)artly n'S] onsible for improper 
verdicts. 

There is another deh'ct in the present system of trial by jury and it is 
this — the charge to tin* jury as given at the time of the trial and that embodied 
in the judgment an^ sometimes very dissimilar, and this is accountable to a 
very large extemt for failure of justice in many instances — at least in getting 
the reference cases properly laid b(*fore the High t^ourt dudges. Tliis was 
pointed out by Sir Ramesh Chandra Mitter wdio was also a member of the 
dury Commission. He said : “As a matter of practice I am informed that 
Sessions dudges generally record from memory or their own notes the substance 
of the (*hargo delivered orally, after the verdict has been taken. This course 
is open to many obvious objections and is likely to lead to unsatisfactory 
results. When an appeal has to be preferred to the High Court in a jury 
east*, the appellant, in appealing against an alleged misdirection of the Judge, 
18 sometimes forced to complain of the Judge’s charge, not as it was 
probably laid before the jury, but as it has been recorded by the Judge 
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after oIih vordicf^lias boeii dolivered. I am of opinion that tin* ivcord 
should contain a strictly aoeuralo report of the charjjre as delivered hy tho 
Judge to the Jury.” And Sir Uamosli Chandra Mittt'r suggested tllat it 
should he m idt*. obligatory upon the Judge to write out his summing up 
before he. proceeds to eharg(i the jury or that a Honch Clerk should bp attached 
to each Sessions Court whoso duty it should be to takoMdwn in shorthand 
tho Judge’s charge as delivered, and whose transcript of tlm charge, when 
signed by the pr<‘.siding Judge, should form part of tlu^ ree.ord. This ro(!om- 
mendation has not been carried out. lienee miscarriages of justice occur in- 
some cases. These are the reasons why the jury system has iH)t been a real 
and effective part of the machinery for the a«lministration of criminal 
justice. 

This is no doubt the gloomy side of the picture. But there is also a 
bright side (»f it ami I shall quott' certain figures to show how it has provc'd 
to Ix^ a safety to tlic liberty of the subject in a largt^ numluir «)f (jases. From 
the A<lministrarion Itcporis of tln^ Governmettt o£ llengal wc find tho foll(»\v- 
ing important facts : In the yi'ar 1912-13, 1,038 |>ers.ouB were tried by Si'ssions 
Judges with the aid of jury. In the cases of 881 persons tin* viu'dict of 
the jury was appr«)ved of hy tli(‘ Jiidgi'. in the (;as(^s of 151 pm-soiis the 
verdict was disapproved of by tb(‘ .ludgi^ but as a matter of fact be disagnxxl 
and l■(‘ferrod only the eas(*s of 71 ])orsons to the High (Jourt iimb^r section 307, 
Criminal Proc;(‘(liire C(x]e. In the year liUo-l l, 1,099 j)ersons W(U’e so tried. 
The Sessions Judge apj)rove(l of the v(‘rdici in tin* caH(‘s of 898 jiersons, 
disajjproved 111 the cases of 201 persons, but lie disagreed and reliuTed tln> 
cas(‘s of 71 persons to tlie High (Joiirt. Jn the yc^ar 1911-15, cases of 1,168 
persons wer(' so triiul. The St'ssions Judge approved of th(< vcmiicf in 973 
cases, disapprov(‘(l of it in tlie cascjs of 195 persons hut disagnxxl and rofer- 
rod tli(^ cas(*s to tin* High Court in n^gard to 71 pt^rsons only. It will a))pi‘ar 
from th(^ above, figures that tho Judgi', though ho diKapi)rov(‘d of tln^ verdict 
in H(<V(‘ral oases, y(}t ln' thought it j)rop(*r to actually disagree with it in h*KK 
tlian half the number. 

\Vi‘, bowevt^r, appeal to Govern mimt to Sfdoct hotter class of nam to act 
as jurors, and, if possible, to move tlio Government of India to cliang«‘ tln^' law 
to what it at |)resent is in Sessions cases triinl in the Original Siiie (»r tli(‘ 
High Court. The two j)rincii)al defects, viz., ( 1 ) that good indojxmdiMit imwi 
are not em])anellod, ( 2 ) that tlicir finding is practically sul)j‘^ct to tlie aj^prov- 
al of the trying Jieige, virtually vitiate, tho principle of trial hy jury whos(^ 
verdict should always as judges of fact ho uplield unless sucli verdict be 
grossly pervorse ami c(jntrary to natural jnstiee. 

I am of opinion that trial by jury oven with its faiills affords proU^ction 
to the subji 3 ct and should thcrefon*. he extended to all tlie districts of Ihmgal 
as education has iivide rapid progress throughout the Pnisidency. I am in- 
formed tliat the system of trial of jury is in forc(* even in such (if th (3 back- 
ward districts of Assam as the Garo Hills and tin* North Kasterii Frontier. 

There is one other thing, my Lord, which T would like to mention. I am 
not sure whether in a tiinti lik (3 this a Resolution sucli as rdjis shoiihl have 
been moved. Rut wc ani bound to support it. I hope the Government will 
take the opinion of the High Court whether the systcun of trial hy jury 
should not 1)(* extended to all districts of Rongal.” 

The llon’ble Bawj Ambika Charan Mazumdar said : — 

“ My Lord, It is Seeley’s phrase, if I remember right, that the British 
Empire was founded in fits of absent-mindedness. Whether this ho strictly 
correct or not as regards the other parts of the Empire, it soeins to be 
too true as regards India. For hero there has hardly hoeii in any matter of 
political progress an unbroken continuity of policy consistently pursucjd for 
more than two successive al ministrations at a time and an inflexible 
determination to carry any reform through and through in an uninterrupted 
course for its fullest development. My Lord, the system of trial by Jury as 
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tried in this country furnishes a striking illustration of Se^ley’8 dictum as it 
is one of those half“lioart(‘d nKjasnres wliioh have sutFored rather severely 
from (he effects of tliis indecision and lit of absent-mindedness. Introduced 
in 1H62 it had of course a small beginning being extended to seven districts 
only ; but. its further cxi)an8ioji was simultaneously checked by a curious 
invention of Sir James Stephen known as the system of (rial with th(‘ aid of 
asaessors wliich was transparently a mock substitute for trial by Jury. Then 
my Lord, full .HO years passtsl away as in a trance of this absent-mindedness 
during which no notice was taken of it (uther one way or the other, when with 
the growing clamour of the p(iople for an extension of the system there 
followed a rude awakening, and it was tlien suddenly discovered that the 
small im^asure of reform tried Judy in a few districts had not proved a 
success becaus(^, as it was ollicially stated, it let to the “escape of criminals,” 
as if in I lie remaining 87 districts the administration was perfectly satis- 
factory an<l the mock substitute had«not resulted in the conviction of any 
iniKXJcnts. Then came the Jtu*y Notification of 1892 for the practical aboli- 
tion of trial by Jury, which* naturally invoked an outburst of indignant 
protest throughout the i)rovinc(‘. A commission was appointed, the retro- 
grade Notification was withdrawn and in another fit of generous impulse a 
further I'xtiinsion of tli(^ system was directed. I5ut again the same inn-vous- 
nesH and half-h(*art(Mlness Kupervenc‘(l and an over-cautious Govc'rnment 
aoministertul another homeopathic ilose of tlie ndorm which limited the 
(jxte.nsion to five more districts only. It did not proceed upon any serious 
inquiry or on even a formal examination of tlie actual condition of the different 
districts ; but as the bitt(*r pill had to be swallowed a haphazard selection 
was made based upon equally haphazard reports of some Sessions »)udgcs who 
were guided mainly by their iiersonal likes and dislikes of the sj’stein. My 
Lord, tli(‘ humble individual who is mw addressing Your Excellency liad the 
honour to ajijicai for oni^ of the unfortunate districts whose claims had been 
unjustly overlookt‘d ; but he was frankly told by tin* lat(‘ Sir Henry Cotton, 
wlio was then tlie Chief iSecrctary to the Govennmmt of llengal, that the 
question was not rc'ally one oi the actual fitness or unfitness of any parti- 
cular district, but of the idiosjmeracii's and teniporanumts of diffm*ent 
Judges in diffenmt jJaces. Thus a district wdiich happened to possess at the 
time a libmal aiul broad-minded Judge easily got the franchise, while a 
district mon‘ advanced both in point of education as well as public 
spirit had to l)e left, out bc^eause a prejudiced and unsympathetic Judge could 
not persuade himself to report favourably for its inclusion. And what was 
still more regrettabh* a definite step was taken at this time which practically 
barred the door against further extension and dt'veJopment of the system for 
an indefinite peri<Kl. By a Notification of the Government of Bengal, dated 
the 19th April, 1897, the legal practitioners wore wholly excluded from the 
list and relieved from the task of jurors or assessors in Sessions trial. The 
wording (»f the notification was quite artistic and it possessed a grim 
humour of its own which was all the more refreshing. The notification ran 
as follows — 

‘ Under section 820, cl. (a) of the Criminal Procedure Code, the Lieutenant- 
Governor is ])h'as('d to exempt all legal jiractitioners in the districts of the 
jirovince from liability to serve as Jurors or assessors in sessions cases.’ 
This was quickly followed by another exemption equally important which was 
generously granteil to the legal practitioners. For, in the very next 
year the> wm*c further exempted from liability to serve as honorary magis- 
trates aNo. They could not of course be exempted from the payment of a 
double income tax against which they had justly complained, but they were 
gratuitously exempted from offt'ring their services to help the administration 
and ser\o as juroi-s or assessors once in six months. My Lord, it passes the 
comprehension of ordinary intelligence why the legal profession received so 
much kind attention and was so zealously exempted from the liability to serve 
as useful adjuncts to the judicial administration and why the task of carefully 
weighing evidence was so confidently imposed upon unwilling traders, 
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shop-keeperS) brokers and villaj^o touts. The legal practitioners never asked 
for this exemption. If it was the bugbear of acyiittals, I feel constrained to 
say that the Government was grievously misinformed. My Lord, during 
nearly 40 years of my humble exporioneo at the miifassal l>ar, I havi» always 
found it easier to obtain a verdict of acquittal at the hands of shop-keeper 
assessors than with the stiff muktars and tlio stiifer pIond(‘r assi^ssors. It 
is widely known that I he latt? Mr. Maiio Mohan Gliose, who was the terror of 
the mufaasal police, was extremely nervous about pleader assessors or jurors. 
My Lord, 1 do not overlwk the weighty considerations wliieb may justify the 
exclusion of practising criminal lawyers from the jury or assessor list. But 
there are many legal practitioners both at tlu* head-quarters of a district as 
well as in I he subdivisions who do not at all deal with criminal cases, while 
there are many munsifi chowkii's where there an* no criminal cases to deal with. 
The revenue agents have not bijig to do witli criminal cases anywhere. The 
exemption or disqualification may tinu-efore be safely withdrawn iji the case of 
a large number of educated piirsons who are (Mninently (lUalified to H^'rv^^ as 
jurors and who are likely to stnmgth(?n tin* Jury list of a district. Then 
there aio quite a number of High Schools iu almost all the districts .of Bengal 
where there are a largo number of graduate and nridergradiiate t(‘aelnu*H who 
may serve as jurors or assessors. Tlnu’e are also intfJligent Z(*mindarR and 
their officers who are available for the purpose ; so that if tin* .lury list is 
carefully prepared by responsible men ainl not h*ft to tlu* thanah officer and 
the village there will not be wanting a siiffiei<*nt ly strong Jury list 

for every district. 

My Lord, as regards the stock argument that Indian jurors are t(K) 
prone to acquit in murder cases then^ is in tin* first pla(*(* a snlli(*ii*nt safeguard 
in the provision for refcrcnci-i to tin* High Court by a Judgj^ dillcring from a 
Jury. Then, my Lord, your Excellency’s (iovcriiinciit will be glad to learn 
that W(^ have improv(}d a good deal in this respe(*t siiiee the n'port of the 
Jury Commission {)[ 1897. Both tln^ Judgn.s and the »iiiry in this jn-ovince 
have taken due note of that re|)ort and are now ov(*i-anxi()Us to avoi<l any 
possible charg(W)f weakness hcdiig bnmght against tliem, and the rf'.siilt is 
that there is now almost an equal number of judicial and noii-judicial 
murders in this country 

My Lord, the great, importance which the p(*opln attach to tin* [)rivilege 
of trial by Jury and the real m*ceHsity that exists for its lilxM-nl afjplication in 
this country were sometinn^ ago emphasised by a most, competent and a very 
high authority whose o|union is entitled to the greatest ri'Hi)oct. Sir Kichard 
Garth, the late Ghhd Justice of Bengal, shortly after his relinunent and with 
full kuowledga of experience of the machinery for th(^ administration of 
(criminal Justice in this Province, said — 

-‘Of all the privileges I believe wbicli Parliament bad bestowc^d upon 
India there is none more highly priz(Ml hy the j) 0 (jj)le than the riglit of trial by 
Jury, and well they may p»’ize it. Tlu* police are notoriously corrupt and 
mendacious, the Magistrates tex) often inexperienced, and tin* (Jovernineiit, I 
am sorry to say, far too prone to put an undue pressure upon the miifassal 
Judges to convict. So that the lives and liberties of innocent lawsons are 
often in great jeopardy and the best safeguard they have is an independent 
Jury who knows the crooked ways of tlio police and can see tlirough their 
fraud and falsity.’ 

. My Lord, it is high time that the Government threw off this vacillating 
policy. Tiie country is fully prepare.! to receive and oxerciso this privilege. 
In this matter of trial by Jury, the first and foremost right, of British citizen- 
ship, more than 50 years have elapsed in a half-hearted and very limited 
experiment. There has been a “ long pull ” and a “ short pull ” and the 
reform should no longer remain susiionded in the air, but there should now bo 
a *‘pull all together.” J earnestly appeal to the Hon’ble Members, both 
official and non-official, to rise above all narrow considerations and whole- 
heartedly accept a rec.ognized principle lor the vindication of British justice in 
the administration of the foremost province in the country.” 
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The Hoii’ble Ra.ia IIuikhikehh Laha mid : — 

“ May it please Your Excolloncy — I rise to support the resolution moved by 
the Ilon’ble Babu Akliil Chandra Dutta regarding the extension ot the system 
of Trial by Jury beyoml the districts in which it is now in force. Since its 
introduction by the Criminal Procedure Code of 1861, it has by this time 
received a siiHicicnt trial to justify the proposal of its extension. The splnM*o 
of its operation is conlined only to a few districts in Bengal and limited to 
a certain lilass o! offimce.s. In 1890 opinions were called for by the Cxoveni- 
ment of India as to its working in the Lower Provinces of Bengal by their 
letter No. 712, dated the 31st May of that year. The majority of opinions no 
doubt shows that the systoin was still capable of improvement and that it 
was not working quiUi in a satisfactory manner. Since them about a quarUn- 
of a century has elapsed, a perioil during whitdi education has made rapid 
strides and ev(m the most iiackward districts have now their schools and 
colleges. My Lord, I do n(»t wish it to be understood that during this ])i»ri(jd 
tlKMlefects of the system have totally disapp(*an',d. Any systtnn, liowcvto- 
sound it iiiay be, loses a part of its efiicacy uinler unfavouraide. circumstances. 
The very fact that it has Ixum in (existence for over half a century shows that 
the principle of a(lminist<‘ring justice, at le.ast in ctn*tain elass('.s of offenc(^s 
hy the jury system, has been recognised hy our (jovernment. If anything 
unfavourable has hapjunied, the eircumstanoes are to Ix' blamed and not tli(^ 
system. It has Ixxm said that failure of justice occurs owdng totln* incomj>etency 
of tlM> jnrcM’H ; that they are prone to let olf )M*rs()ns ehargt‘d with s(u-ions 
offences, if they liaj)p(m to Ix' of position and resj)ectability ; that they an* 
influmiced hy caste and social prejudices, amenahle to extra-judicial inHuene(‘s 
and r(du(d.aiit to inflict capital punishment (wen wliim justice requiri^s it. It 
should, however, lx* ohservixl that — 

(1) Jurors are sehx*l,e.d in a haphazard manner without any ndenmet* to 
their coin|H‘tcncy or (pialiheation, th(^ list being pr»‘panMj on the report of tlui 
Police or of Amlahs wUmiw not in a position to judge of tli(‘ necessary 
qiialilieations. 

(2) The Magistrate who eomniits cases to the Sessions someiiin^s does so 
on eviden(!(‘ which cannot stand the test of examinati(xi. It should also he 
noted that tlu‘. (jases committed to the Sessions are Police cases conducttul hy 
Poli(x^ Otlicers and the eoinmitmenls are sometimes ma le with a vimv to avoid 
the displeasure of siij)erior t)fticers who arc also the lu'ads of tin* Policie, 
leaving the accused to taki^ their chances of acquittal or convif*tion in the 
Oourts of St'Hsions. 

(3) 'rinn-e is a general suspicion and distrust of the Police. Wlu-n then*- 
fort^ a east> cxxiies up which involves th(^ infli-d-ion of capital punishment, a 
suspicion aris(M in the minds of the jurors that the iwideiice is not as it 
should he, ainl wlnm a suspicion onct* taki's hold of tin* mind, i^ven tin* best- 
trained judicial otlieer, not to spe ak of tin* haH-ediieated jurors, cannot shake 
it off. It is then thought it is hotter that ten guilty persons should escape 
than one innocent person should he punished : a life oinie taken cannot be got 
back. [Iiidm* such circumstances it is not ^trangi* that the benefit of the 
doubt is given to iht' accused. It will therefore he ohsiu’ved that a culprit 
charged with murd('r is not wilfully let off hy the jury, as it has been 
aupposcxl. 

It is clear theri'fore that to remove the above defects a scheme for the 
better selection of qualiiied jurors he introiluced ; careh'ss committals be 
restricted, and the conduct of Police cases he placed in more capable-hands. 
This will remove tlm defects' ascribed to the system. 

(hi the other hand, the benefit arising from the system lias not been 
inconsiderable. Firstly ^ there can be no doubt that the jurors affonl material 
help in coming to a conclusion about facts, as they are intimately acquainted 
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with the inaiintn-H, cusioins, liabits and modes of thought of tlu'ir own 
country men, which an alion dudge, who does not fully understand the 
language of the i)oo|)h% is not in a position to know. BevAmUy, Mr. .Iiistico 
Beverley rightly observes that “the employment of juries serves to dissemi- 
nate the knowledge of the criminal law, and such extended knowhslgt', it 
may be presumed, must have a tendency to r(‘press crime.” Thirdly, the 
people consider it to be a valued right and valuable safeguard to tln^ liberty 
of the subject. Fourthly^ Mr. Heveridge saj^s, “if it is to l)e (!onsidered also a 
political institution and as a moans of educating the peo. le and interesting 
them in the subj(H*t of crimes, then there is a good deal to be said for tin* 
retention of tlu’ system.” 

Then' can b(' no doubt lhat some reluctamr is shown ev(*n by t‘ducaled 
peoph' to S(*rv(' on the jury, not for their innate* hatn'd of tin* system, but 
for th(' trouble it. fuitails upon them whih' attending CJoiirts as jurors. 
Besides (joining from a long distant' and incurring e\p(*ns(*s, tht'y have 
gc'iK'rally to dance aft(‘ndance day after day till they an* ('inpanelled, 
vviLlioiit having any room lo sit evi'ii, (*xcept un(|i*r tin* shade of tin' big tr('(*.s 
in tile compound of tho^^mrt premises, and without any arrang('nii*nt for 
tlieir comfort and conV(‘nience. Most of tin* ja'oplo who are thus calh'd 
upon to serv(' as jurors an' of mod(*rat(' unmans, and can tln'rt'lori* ill allord 
t(» sacrifice their timi* and mon(*y in prolonged atl(‘ndan(ji‘. It is human 
naturi' to try to avoid troubles. 

If tile d(*ri*els of the syHti*m, as stati'd abovi', Imj remov(‘d, and the 
comforts and eoiiv(*nieiH!e of the. jurors be looked into, with a provision to 
])ay th('ir (*xpens(*s, then* can be no doubt that tin' systi'in would be a still 
more j>opuIar one. 

With tln‘H(‘ remarks, I beg to support tin' res(jlution, h'aving it to 
(»ov('rnment lo determine which districts should have tlii* ('xti'iision of tin' 
Jury system and which classc'.s of cases should Im' trii'd by the jurors.” 

The llon’bh! Bajiii Buamknoua fhiANOKA Ray said • — 

“My Ijord, I hav(' listened with gioat interest lo the (J(‘bat(* in *vhi(;hsom(' 
of our lawyer friends have naturally taken a prominent part, ll may be* that 
a few words from a layman, devoid of technicalities and puzzling reler' iices 
to statute and section, will not b<* quite amiss at this 'tag('. Index'd, tlie 
resolutiiju now befon' us embolies a demand on behalf of the lay jniblic to 
try and be tried by themf'clves — a privilege which has bi*f'n highly prized in 
every ag(i and clinn*. Tin' firinciph* of trial by one'-( peers has found recogni- 
tion in one shape or anolher almost all over tin* civilized world. In India, it 
can b(} traced back to ancient days when tin* king or his judges were 
proliibited by sages and law-giv('rs from trying singly and witinmt the aid of 
chosi'ii members of the public, vvlio formed an indispensable j)art of the 
judicial syst(*m, and in H(»nn* ri'sjiocts infliienci'd the trial miiedi monj than the 
m<xiern Knglish jury. Tlnj principh; of C(r-o]>(*ration of expert and lay 
elements, which is exemplified in (‘Veiy branch of thii British eonstitui ion, 
ri'ached a high pitch of developnioiit in Kiigland in regard t(^ administration 
of justice cvi‘ri during the middle ages. As a learned author lias descrihed 
the British system, “th(' judge, a Royal officer of high rank, sui»plicH the. 
expert knowledge', while tin* lay influence is exerted by means of a jianel of 
twelve men of average ignorance drawn from the community by lot for the 
(lecasion ; and although this is not the usual method of combining the. two 
elements, their reciprocal (joiitrol has certainly been effective.” My Ijord, 
this control of expert knowledge hy common sense— happily ignorant of 
technicalities— makes for equilibrium in the administration of justice. 

Apart from tin’s, we claim to be associated more and inon*. in every 
branch of administration. And this participation hy the people, in the judicial 
administration is a necessary factor of self-government, and a concession to 
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which there ought not to ho the least objection in any quarter. The jury 
system, moreovc'r, has an educative value all its own, and helps to enhance * 
the seli'-reapoct of the people. 

My Lord, so far as tlie principle underlying trial by jury is concerned, 
the Indian CloveriniKnit lias committed itself by introiluoing the system in 
selected areas. And wliat we really watil to-day is that it should be 
liberalised and further extended. As matlers stand, eleven districts of 
Bengal, clioseii 1 do not know ofi what (ionsiderations, enjoy the privilege of 
the jury system ; and tlnu’c^ even the verdict of the jury has not the same 
value as in Kngland or in Calcutta. Hut in the remaining districts the 
decision of the Sessions .Iiidgi^ is not in any way [('ttered by the opinions of 
the Assessors. TIk^ law no doubt provides for appeals to the High Court oven 
on questions of fact against th(‘ decisions of the Sessions (Jourts in the 
Assessor districts. Hut the remedies which the High Court providers in its 
criminal appellati; and n^visional jurisdictions, an' ln'Cioming more and more 
illusory. 1 griev(' to have to say so. but the Iligli (Jourt of (Calcutta, in 
so far at least as it concerns itstdf with criminal justice, has managed to 
forfoit half the (confidence of the public that it enjoyed some time back. It 
is a well-known fad that tln' iH'rsonmd of tlu^ (h*iminal Htmcli vm*y largely 
determim^s tin* numbc'i* of applications madi' and a])peals preferred against 
decisions of the subordinate judiciary. And an impression is unfortunately 
gaining ground that tin* constitution of the Hench is made witli particular 
can' that tlu' (h'cisions of the (h)urts below may he as seldom interfere 1 with 
as possible. My Lord, wlu'n we are at this juncture that th(' High Court 
cannot always lu' depended upon to right our wrongs, it is incumbent upon 
us to se(^ that judicial adininisl ration is improved at its very base. 

With tlu'si^ words 1 accord my htwirty support In tlu^ Resolution which has 
been moved by my Ibarblc frh'iul Habu Akhil (-handra Dutta.” 

The Hon’hle Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

“ My Lord, as at present advised, I feel inclined to oppose this resolution, 
but in doing so, 1 do not wish to bo misunderstood. I find that there is an 
overwlu^lniing majority of non-official opinion in favour of this resolution, and 
I cannot say tliat my own doubts as to the utility of tlu' systoin of trial by 
jury are strong enough to justify in placing myself in direct opposition to 
such a voluiiK' of iioii-official opinion. Hut at the sana^ time. I f(‘cl that tin? 
issues raised by this (luestion an* of a somewhat far-rcacliing importance and 
it is but tu'cossary and pnjper that Hon’blo Members should liave before 
them the qiK'stioii ihreshiHl out from every jiossibic point of view in onler 
that they may arrives at a correct and more delinite, opinion on such nn 
important (pu^stion. My Lord, 1 do not tliiiik that tlmre can lx? any room for 
controversy as to tlun intrinsic merits of a real system of trial by jury. I 
freely admit that this system, in all its gtmuine ])urity, is Hinbalinod in 
all those lofty jirinciples of liberty and justice which distinguish British 
legal institutiorift from amongst (hose of other civilist'd nalioiis of the world. 

I also admit tliat the introduetiou (?f a real system of trial by jury will bo 
one of the groat i^st boons which the beneficence of England could confer 
upon the |)eople (?f India. Hut I cannot bring myself to believe that the 
systiun of trial by jury as at present in vogue in India is even a modest 
approximation of the system as it is known in England. It is deh^ctivo in 
form ; it is deficimit in constitution and it is essentially wanting in all the safe- 
guards which are neccfssary not merely in sociiring verdicts in consonance with 
law and justice but also in ensuring these verdicts from being revised by any 
final authority. The Englisli system is the genuine article which deserves to 
be honoured and encouraged. The Indian system is a base imitation ; it is full 
of all those ohmu'nts of daiigin* to tin? liberty of tlie accused which the system 
is supposed to guard against. It is because I am convinced that the system is 
a baneful one that I find it necessary to say those few words in opposition to 
a recommondation which I admit has had the onthusiastic support of the 
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leaders ol political thought in India during the last 30 years. The Hon’hlo 
Member whomcA’cd the resolution had 30 minutes todeliviT Ids speech, luitmy 
time is limited to 15. I will therefore only tou(‘h some of the prinidpal points 
on which I base my condemnation of the system of trial by jury in India. 

To begin with, as some of the previous speakers have already pointed 
out, there is no finality in the verdict of a jury.^' 

Tho Hon’ble Nawah Siu Sykd iShams-ul IIuoa said - 

1 rise to a point of order. Although several speakers have spoki'u in the 
same strain, I think that it is right that tlnov shouhl be no <iiscuKsion as to 
the merits of tho present jury system. Wo are not eoneoriKMl witli tlm 
merits of the system which now exists, wi‘ an’ eoneernel only with the 
extension of the system to the distrietts. , I therefore risi’ to a )>oijit of order 
that the discussion shouhl be conlim'd (o the desiralulity of extiniding the 
present system of trial by jury to distriels otli(*r than those in whicdi it 
already exists. 

[The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-iil-Haq was permitted to <‘i)ntinii(‘ his sp(‘ech.] 

Tho llon’ble Maulvi A. K. Kazl-iil-Hav, continuing, said 

“ J do not see, my Lord, how it can be possibh* for anyboly lo exju'ess 
an opinion on tho question Isdore us unless we discuss tin* system. Is the 
system one wldc-h wo shcuild like to se«’ extf'inled, or is tlu’syslem (»ne whi(;h, 
in the into, rests of the jieoplc, we should like lo see abolislnMl all ogeth(*r ? I 
think the question of ini'rits and demerits of the syslein is intimah'ly bound 
up with the question whetluM* tlie system should Im’ e\tended or not. 1 
hope the Hon’ble Mcmiber who will s])eak 011 Isdialf <if the fioV(*.rnment, 
will kindly hear nn' to the end, b(H*aus(‘ I wisli lo place l^oih olliidal 
and lion-official vdews on this qu(»stion before I he housi*. ^ 1 was just going 
to r(?for to the want of finality in the verdir*! of a jury, l-nlike as in 
England, the verdiet of the jury is subjeet to fuvlhi’r seriitiny b\ a presiding 
Judge and it is only when the verdict of the jury coincides with I hi* opinion of 
tho Judge, that then* is anything like finality. In east* the Judge do(»s notagn’c 
with the jury he refers (he easi* to the High (^mrt wliieli then beemm^s the 
final arbiter of the destiny of an acciisedy Jt may be sahl tlial wlien tln^ final 
orders are t<) he ])assed by the. High Court there is no i-osslhility of any 
miscarriage of justice or any dangm* to the liberty of the subjeet. If the 
High Courts in India, I say with gr(‘at regret, had maintained tlun’r 
reputation for independmice which thi’y had justly enjoyed in tln^ past, theav* 
might liave been some justification for an argument of this character. Hn- 
fortunately, however, the dctfu-ioratioii ol tin* High Court during the past 
few years has shaken the public confidiMici*. I mean no <lisrespect to any of 
the learned Judges composing the vaiioiis Iligli (hxirts in India, hut weri^ 1 to 
give expression to a common finding, the High (^Mirts of iln’ |)n»Hmit day inspiu’ 
no more confidonco than, let us say, the Clourt of the thin! tdass Honorary 
Magistrate in tho miifassal. IV.rliaps in some respects the Honorary 
Magistrate’s Court is. slightly hotter. 1 do not wish to causr^ any surprise in 
the Council, but there are some roasfuis for what I say. The Honorary 
Magistrate knows that ho is after all a very insignific.ant pm-son ami tliat his 
defcisions arc subjec* to appeal, but a lligli Court Judge is full of his own 
judicial importance and he is putfed up with the idea that whatever 
rigmarole he may utter will he crystallizeil into the jiagejS i^f tho law reports 
and will bo propounded as the law of »ho land. This being so, I do not 
think that the fieoplc arc very far wrong in not placing their confidence in 
the judicial decisions of the Higli Courts as they used to do previously. 80 
far therefore as to the protection afforded by a rcfcronce to tlio High Court. 
As to the protection afforded by tho provision for a njference to the High 
Court, I think that I voice a very general public opinion when I say that 
it is of an extremely shadowy character. ^ 1 may mention in passing that 
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thifs pownr con furred i>y the C(k 1(! of Griniiiial rrocetlnrc on judges to refer 
inaltei-H to the High (Joint in east's of disagiTeinent with the jury has been a 
curious (levt'lopinent of the law of (Criminal Procedure. It did not exist in 
tlie. law of 1861 ; it was first introduced in the Clriniinal IWodure Code of 
1872 and has been a part of tht* Criminal Procedure Code ever since. So 
far therc'fon' as regards the want of finality in the verdict of the jury. | 

Then* is anoth(*r matter in which no reference has yet been made by 
any Hon’bh*. Momlior to-day, and I do not know if any Ilon’ble Meiiibcrs wlio 
are going to sp('ak aft(‘r me will refer to it. It is this, j There is a certain 
class of cases in wlii(di it is somotiimm very ditficnilt for accused pen-sons to 
get a fair verdict. I refer to those cases in which jurors belonging to a 
partie.nlar class are HwajMn] by sentiment, passion or ])n‘.judice and are some- 
times led to return a verdict not based on thi^ ( vidt neo, but on their own 
opinion and their own fec'ling as to th(i guilt or iiinocrnioe of the accuscMl.l 
1 do not wish to go into details, but llcni’ble M(‘inbi*rs know very well what 1 
mean; it is in thes(‘. cases iliat if is almost inipossil)le to get a fair verdict, 
and if tin* Judge has got tin* Weakness to acee) t tin* verdict of the jury, there 
is no jossibility for the accnHe<l togtt fair jnstici* because there is no ap])eal 
to tin* High (\Mirr, and if thc‘re is no misdirection to the jury, the verdict of 
th(> jury stands good. Tlien, my Lord, thon^ is another matter to wliich a 
jiassing reference has bei'ii mad(', but which 1 wisli to i‘mphasiy.e as much as 
I can. This is wliat ha))] eiis sometim(*s in tin* mufas.sal, when Judges give 
the charg(‘ to tin* jury. I sj)eak from personal ex]M*ri(‘nce. | I hav(< lound 
Judges, not inteiitilmally let im* say, charge tin* jury at the mmiu‘nt using 
(‘Xjiressions whieJi have got the obvious rc'sult of misleading the jury, and ol 
emphasising soiin* ] ortions of tin* (*vid('nce which go against the accused. 
In tliesi* cases tin*. Judge unknown‘ngly and unwittingly misdi'*ects the jury, 
but wdien it comes to writing out tlie charge for the ])urpos(* of its being 
I’lai’.ed before* the. High (^uirt. In* forg(*ts j)orliaj)s tin* i^xaet words In*, has 
used and the charge contains very little of tin* actual (‘xjircssions used. 
Wlnm the (diarge is brought up before the High (^)Urt, the Judges say, “ Wc'll, 
this is a fair ehargi*. th(*rc is no misdirection,” when, as a matter of fact, the 
jury had actually misund(*rstood the chargei All this would be avoided by 
tiaving a s(*t. of shorthand writ(*rs attached to tin*, (^)urts. But under the 
prescTil circumstances l.he Judg(* may, I do not say he actually will, say one 
idling and w rite out somctliing quite, difterent. 

Tlum it has been suggested to me that I should not (>}>|)ose this Ue.Rolution 
but HUjiport the retjommendations and join in a jietition to have the law, 
amend(*d. It may be that that would be a V(*ry sound policy, but J think 
that if wt* we.n* to w\ait to have the law amendeil, wi* might have, to wait till 
the (Ireek (kalends. As 1 sahl on a previous occasion, tin* mills of God grind 
slowdy, but they grind exceeding small, but the mills of (.lovernnient grind 
so vm‘y slow'ly that they sometiiin's Heein not to grind at all. It. takes years 
and years lu'fon* a c(*rtain reform is introduced ; it may b(*, 50 years before we 
gt*t the Code of Criminal Procedure in a way avc should like to have, it, but 
what is to ha])p(*n during those 50 years? /Are wi* to have this defective 
system intn^luced all ov(*r Bengal, and in the words of the lloii’ble. Babu 
Ambiea (Jiaran Mazumdar, go on having judicial iiiurd(*rs committed without 
any n*medy, or is it not better to wait ami to agitate to have the law mollified 
an:l the defects r**nu*died, and then to ask Governm(*iit to let us have trial by 
jury all over the Pn'sidency ? have no doubt, my Lord, that we will have 
it all over Bengal. The time must come, but it must come, and it is only a 
question of time. Why not w^ait a few years and have these defects remedied 
and then unanimously ask to have the sysbun extended all over the Presidency, 
in onli'i* to meet tlu^ united wishes of all tlu' people and of all the coumiu- 
nities in this country ?” 

The Hon'ble Rai M^hemika Chandka Mitra JIahaduu said 

“ My Lord, at the meeting of the Council held on the Ist December 1913 
a question was put by one of the Ilon’ble Members ‘ that in view of the 
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advance in education during the last 20 yeara have the (loverniuent o[ Bengal 
coneidcred the desirahiliiy of introilucing the trial l>y .liiry in iho non-jury 
diatrictfl?’ To thia the Hon’bb Mr. (-unnning replied ilial in ISi)7, the 
Rystom of trial hy Jury \va8 ext ‘n<lel to tin* ilistrietH of (Jliiltagong, Myinen- 
singh, Rajshahi and Jessore, and in 100.') to the distriet ol' Khulivi. The 
present motion i)ut forward hy my Hon’hle friend to-day i« for the intnidue- 
tion of the systiun of trial hy .liiry in all non-jury disl riots in Bengal for 
offences triable by (hmrts of Sessions. 

If we go to tlie brief history of jury notitioations, we notice that tlu‘ 
earliest one dat(‘H from the 7th January 18(12 and by it, it was onh-red by His 
Honour the Lieuteiiaiit-doveriior of Bengal that in the <listriets ef 2I-Bar- 
ganas, Hooghly, Burdwan, Murahulabad, Nadia, Patna and l)ao<‘a, the trial 
by any doiirt of Session {)f ail the «)ffenc<^s didined in dhapbws \'I1I, XI. XVI, 
and XVII of th(‘ Indian Penal ()«kI(^ shoiihl be by .Itiry. TInm followiMi the 
notifioalion, date,d the 27th May of tln^ same year, for the trial by jury td' tht 
offences defined in (’hapt«‘r XVIll of the Indian Penal (^Mle in thi‘ aliove- 
niontioned districts, and on the 1,‘Uh ()ctf>bi'r 18()2, it was ordtM-eel that 
abetments of and atteniids (o(;onimit any of tin* abos*<»-mentioiM*d olle'mn'S in 
the districts specified should lu* tried by 'lury. 

After a^period of 80 years, tin'n* appeared the notification dated the 20th 
Ocitober 1802. Its pulilication led to very (;onsid(M*abh‘ piibliti agitation and 
was referriMl to a (Jomniission which (jonsistiHl of many distinguislu'd jiersims, 
viz.. Sir II. T. Prinsep, Sir (1. 11. V. Evans, Maharaja Sir »iotindra Mohan 
Tagoni, Sir Boniesh (diandra Mitt(*r and Mr. (). A. Wilkins. On the siib- 
missio.i of t'leir n^port the said notilicMtiou was withdrawn on the 27th March 
1898 and there was a fresh notification for trial of olfmces under (fiiapters 
VIII, Xl XVBXVIIandXViriofthe lnlian Penal Cole by Jury. On the 
l!)tli April 1897 tlnu'e was a notification for trial bv Jurv undi‘r Oliapters 
VIII, Xr, XVI, XVII, XVIII and XX of the Ind’ian Penal (;..lo an 1 it 
was ext(’nd(‘d to the <listricts of Ohittagong, Mymensingh, Bajshahi and 
flessore. In 190.0 it was (*xtende 1 to the district of Khulna. Tlie jpiestion 
that has been raise I is of giOKit ini])ortan(!i» and dmnands the consideration of 
the Council. The syst *m of th * trial by Jury is no* tlie er<*ation of tln^ law 
enacted by British Legislat un*. It is laid down in tin' Cole of Manu — the 
Hindu Law-giver, an I tlierebini it is not fori'ign to our idt'as. 'fin* trial of 
Session castes by .lury has b 'en in foroi* sinei' a long time, say more than half 
a century, and I think tin* system has l>een tri<*d wildi snceess in ilisiriitts 
whore it lias been intreluced. 'fo rectify i*rrers en idic part tjf tin* »Iijry 
provisions have boon made by secti«)n 807 of tin' Criminal Proci^Iure f^ole. 
I am aware that iliere is a (da*<s of peopb; wln> alvo(!at(' the view that the 
provisions of section 8)7 should b * removed from the Co le. This is evidently 
to attach finality to tin* verdict of tin* Jury. It is a eenlrevrsial matter and 
I may he privilegerl to say that it oiighr to demand the consideraiion of 
the Imperial Logislat II H'. Tin* High (^mrt in many (lases ha\a* declined to 
interfero with iho unanimous vi*rdict of the Jury, The. reason is ch'ar 
hecauso the Jurors an' ‘ hotter able to draw inferences ef facts and to 
discrimiiiato botween truth and falsehoofl of conflicting oral cvidenoi' giv(*n in 
their own language, 'riio Jury is guided hy many European Sessions Judges 
who, though they may Ix’ considered as tr.iined Judgi's of expcu ieiie-e, are not 
familiar with tlie manners and customs of the Indians. Tin*. Lf'gislatiire has 
carefully laid down the powers and duties of a Jndgi* and a Jury. The 
opinion of the Judgi* may or may not be aiaa'iited by the Jury. The wholo 
responsibility of the decision o J facts rests U))on the Jury. TIni »Iudgo is 
merely to expound the law. Under such ciroumstancoH, there appears to lie 
a harmonious consistency in the procedure laid down for the trial of St'Hsion 
cases. When Sessions Judgi^s do not undetstand the vernacular language, 
the necessity of Jurors who understand the language in which eviih'uce is 
given, becomes manifest. Then? are many advantages of a trial hy Jury in 
criminal eases in the Sessions Court. 
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The complaint of certain classes of people that convictions in Session 
cascH are not in proportion to what they ilcsiro is a chronic one. This is due 
to thoir zeal for getting their chosen accused punished and, consequently, 
this complaint will he an outstanding fact not only in India but in many 
other civilized countries. Evidence tested hy the canons of the law of 
evidence and properly sifted by durors is a guide for the final decision of the 
case. Oases must frequently arise in which the Court is compelled to give a 
formal decision which conflicts with a mural conviction. The object of 
evidence is juridical as op| osed to moral conviction, though in many cases 
both may co-exist. The trial hy . I ary system in all districts may be urged 
on the following grounds : — 

(/) The Assessors who are required to help the Sessions Judge are 
recruited from the same class of people as the Jurors. 

(fV) The alvance in eiliication in Bengal after half a century since the 
first iiotilication of the year 1862 urges the necessity for the 
extension of the jury notificati(»n to all non-jury districts of the 
PresideiK'y of Bengal. 

The success of the jury systi'in of trial dep(indB upon a pioper selection 
of jurors, .luslice is dom^ in all cases, if we get intelligent and duly qualified 
jurors. If th(! i)r(q)aratioii of the list of jurors is virtually loft to irresponsible 
subonlinate offitM'rs, it eannot be viewed as satisfactory. Your Excellency’s 
(loveriniient has l»een pleased to make it incumbent upon the District officials 
to spend a great portion of tin* y(*.ar on tour. Magistrates may consult the 
leading men of the locality and havt} thus great opportnnittvs to select coni- 
j)ol.ent ix’rsons as jurors. Th(\v are on tour in every l)art of the district and 
they always comt^ in contact with all sorts of men in the mufassal. If an 
experienced Magistrate is deputed ba* this purpose, he may be depended on 
to obtain num who by tin* light of ('onunon sense, intelligence and (education 
will appreciat(' tin* value, of (*vid(m(;o adduced bidore th(‘ni as section 3 of the 
Evidoiiee A(;i defines a proved fact. If a prudent man by appealing to his 
experienc-e considers iliat a e(*riain fact is jirobable, that may be considcjred 
as a proved fact. The probahilitii^s of the case must be weighed wdth 
caution and certainty. I may adtl in this connec tion that the legal practi- 
tioners of oar eoniitry who, by virtin* of their special knowledge of law, 
are coinpiJ.eiit to wi‘igh evidcmcc' pro. erly have been excluded from 
sitting as Jurors. In iny Immbh* opinion this rule should be amended. I 
am led to think that when (‘ilucaticui has spread far and wide in the 
districts of the Pn*sidc*ncy of Bengal such people are easily available. My 
experience warrants me from my place in the Council to submit my views for 
the eonHid(*ratioii of llon’bh* Members. It is the I'avourito idea of accused 
persons to be tried by their own countrymen, whether in England or India. 
Many accuse 1 persons have* expressi*d their appreciation of the verdict by 
the Jury in prefenmee to Hie onlers passed by the Magistrates. It cannot 
be denied that the verdict of a single »ludge is not more Stafe and sound 
than that of five Judges. 

1 submit that the system of trial hy Jury may be extended to those 
districts of the Presi leiicy of Bengal in which it is net now in force 

1 am aw'are that the (h'iminal Pnwadure Code is within a short time 
likely to bo amtmded by the Legislative Council of His Excellency the 
Governor-General of India, but by virtue of the provisions of section 269, 
clause (l) of the present Code, Your Excellency’s Government may recom- 
mend to the Inqiorial Council for the introduction of the system as the 
Resolution of the Hon'ble Mover proposes. 

My Lord, this system of trial by Jury in non-jury districts is advocated 
by many educated people of the Presidency. Your Excellency’s Government 
of this Province is baaed upon the wishes of the people, and if these wishes 
are reasonable and practicable, they demand a favourable judgment from Your 
Excellency’s Government. 
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1 J wo are passiuir ilmviirli critioal tiini's. (^riuu* must 

be elieckocUaNyiml onlt*r rl,o ponplr ,,r this eoiintry must 

help and t i(\v always do holp Voiir Kjcei'llimoy’s (lovtu-muiMit wlimiovor called 
upon to do so. diistici' must be adniiiiis((‘ri‘(l by a inacliiuciy which is 
simple and sat isfaclory. The ])ooplc arc willin^x >o sit as diidi>;c's and iloal 
with crimes if their services arc wanted. Kxp rimicc has 'shown that, 
notwithstan linj? ailvcrse crilieisin, the system is worth tryin^r. The* Jurors 
cannot but be jjiiided by It^arned cxpoumlers of law\ and. by their commcii 
seiisi*, they may h(‘ dejiended upon to ])ron(Uince those guilty who are really 
ffuilty and thosi^ innocent wdio are really innocimt." 

The llon’ble Mu. A'^iiK.iK Ai.i KiUN (hiAiTDiii ui said : — 

My Lord, in risiinj to support tlie oxt^nision of tin* jury systtun in this 
Province I must stati' tliat this extmision. if aidiievi'd. \n oiild In* not only a 
sourci' of tin' internal improvrinent *)f a certain sei^tioi of our jinlicial 
macliiiiery, l>iit also ol tin* ultimate b(*ilerment of wdiat I may be jx'rmilted to 
ti‘nii our leffal morality. 

^ I (jertainly d) nol mean tosU£,^^^‘st that all tin' tbJeets of our criminal 
judicial systi'in would disp ‘i-s * simply i)y the (‘xttujsive adoption of tin* jury 
syst(‘ni. as if by tin* fairy touch of a majfic w.mil. \«), whit I do sav is (hat 
delays, so lulnu'eiit a factor in our system, tin* avoidance of w Inch is siU‘h a 
vital lactor in every systt'Ui ol justice, woubl be considt*rah|y l(•.ssened simply 
by the iiee(‘ssily of (he purties-flii 1 the pb*a.|,M-.s and all others coneeriied to 
consult the eoiiV(‘nieiiee and tin* wdshes of at least half a do/.(*n iin‘n drawn 
from various sections of tin' community. 

Frerjui'iit aiiplieatioiis for a Ijouriini *nts and freijiieni applications for 
transb'i* from one b -neli to another wmiild be a I hin^- of the p isl. Jiistici' 
itsell woiihl Ilow more smoothly, tin* Jinl/e beini; tin' int('rpri‘li‘r of the Law 
ami the jury tin* ultiinali* jud^^.*s of fact. 

iSec*oiidlv, both the I'libln* and the j>olice. i*«*eoiriiisiii'_^ tin* vi‘ry eleinentarv 
fact that it is mon* dilHciilt to |)leas(‘ lialf-a-dozen than one. w'oiild avoid 
entering into ‘ useless ’ eases and thoUirlilh*ss Inals, h'lirl heniion*, t his very 
cause wTiuld h*ssen tin* mis(*hief of false wuliiess(*s and false (‘vi Iciu*!', all of 
which would ten I to s -I a hiijfher and nobb*i* value on our loLTal morality or 
h'^jal cnnsciousiiess. 

t )1 Course then*- an* defi'cl ■> in t In* present system. Put weit(ln‘d in the. 
lialanee with the sterlim^ b(*nefits d(*riv«'d Iroiii tin? .Iiiry system tln'se defects 
will be found to bi* eomparat i\ e|y inlinitesimal. I am convim'ed that in alumt, 
HO ]>er C(*iit. of tin* casi's triel by Jurors in our <*ourts, the verdicts ^iv«*n arc* 
correct. It wmuld be of no use in doin^ aw'ay with the ])resent system alto- 
^(;ther and then tryinp^ for tlitJ systi*m wdiich prevails in KiiLdand. It is bett(*r 
to extend the (*xistinpf system now ami then to impiove upon it. 

AlthoUi^h the systmn waaild not usher in the (loldeii A^e, but it would 
ro*aIly incrcast* our i^oldcn asset of moral iiidii|M*iidence and would mould thc' 
ffoldcn chain of symiiathy and uudcrstamliim ln*tween the iioln*!' and the 
public.” 

The Ilon’ble K. B. Durr said 

* “ My Lord. I havo much plcasun' in supporting tin* resoliition moveil hy 

my Hon’bh* friend ami, in dfiiiig so, I miisl. make niy pr»sitir>n pi'rb'Ctly (dear. 

I am not propan'd to say that the- system of trial b\ jury i-i perfect or is likely 
to be perf(*ct (*ver in this country or in any other country. Put \h>ur Kx- 
collency’s fTovernment must determine wdiat is the feeling of tin' peojdo in this 
respect. From the iiitt‘r(*sting discussion which lias taken place in this 
Council, them cannot be the least doubt in anyI»o ly’s mind that the people 
want it and want it because tln*y seem to think that it is the bett(*r system of 
trial. It is for that reason, and that reason alone that Govcjriiment ought, to 
concede this political coneessioii, because to my mind it is nothing more. 
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nothini? loss, than soinothinpf in I ho dirootion of a clioap politioal concession. 
The acco])tanf*e ol’ this rosolntioij to my mind depends entirely upon tho non- 
official European momhers of this (Joiincil and 1 shall therefore appeal to thorn 
to look to this question a])art from any ditforence which might arise Udwoon 
tlnmi and us. 'Phi.s is a matter to which tli(‘ jicoph^ of this country attach a 
good deal ol imj)ortance. Th(*y tliink that that would improve their method 
of trial and it would not Im^ wise and it would not be stat(‘smanHko to go 
against the wishes of the |HM)])le. The Hon’ble ^Ir. Ka/-ul llaq has pointed out 
certain defects and 1 regn*t to have to say that I also share in his opinion, but 
at th(^ same time the time must conn* when Vour Excellency’s riovernment 
must give effi'ct at h'ast to tin* jrrinciple. It is for the principle that we 
desire an extension of the juj;v system where it do(*s not exist now. If the 
principh^ is reeognisrvl, 1 have* not the leasi doubt lhat the responsible 
legislators of the Inqrf'rial ('Oiincil will in tinu' try to remove these obstacles. 
With th(*se few obs^'rvatinns 1 wish again to n])peal lo the non-offieial Euro- 
pean members to consider the (juestion not from a party spirit but to 
consid(‘r whi'ther the peo]>ln want it or not. 1 think it would not be sound 
Htati^snianship to oppose*. I his resolution bi*.cause tlni non-oHicial Ilengali 
members want it.” 

The Uon’ble Hauu Kisiioui i^foiiAN OMAiiDnuiu said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I liavi* also miic.h pleasiin' in su])porting the resolution moved 
by my Ilon’Iile frii'iid liabiT Akhil Dliandra Datta. I come from a mufassal 
district and I have sullici<‘nt experitmee of the ])ro-jiiry trial sysb'in and also 
the systi'in wliich now obtains, and withoul a momeiii’s hesitation 1 can say 
that the ])rcsent systcTii is a far better one. The autiniritative opinion of 
local ])eople, having Huflicii'iit knowb‘dge of the habits, poculiariii«*s and social 
onvironments of the ])f*opl(* to lx* dealt with, is a thing whi(*h is an imporlant 
factor in determining th(‘ (juestion of facts involvi‘d in ])articular crises. My 
fri(*nd the llon’bli* Mr. llaij thinks that it is a perniiu'ous syst(*m bc'ctause 
thm’(( ari' ce.rlain defects. Di'lects then^ are, I do not deny, but these def(‘ct8 
could b(( r(»in('di<(d. lb* thinks lhat then* is no finality and tny friend has no 
co!ilid(*nc(* in the High (!omi. My friend |>ractis(>s in tlu^ High (^xirt, and of 

his condemnation of the High (’ourt judiciary. 1 am not in a jxisition to judge, 

but I can say t hat on that a(*eount jury trial fares no worse. In a jury trial, 
my fri('nd thinks wc i*.an rely upon the honorary bench in the mufassal more 
than we can n'ly iijion the High (’ourt »hidges. If that is so in the jury trial 
then* is an honorary bench comp(»sed gciii*rally of fivt* persons who can 
pronouiKM’ o|)inions with sunieieiit knowb’dge, as I have already said, on 
questions of fact. l\Iy fritmd also thinks that fair justice cannot be exjiected, 
but he hints on. 1 Ix'beve, jiersonal |)rejudict*s. lUit th(‘n' is a provisi(»n for 

taking objection to tho ]>(*rsonnel of a jury. It. may lx* dom* by the Public 

rroseeulor ; it may be done by the accus'd, and if th(*re is any failure, there 
is the ])rovision for reb*rt'nce to th(‘ High (''ourt, so on that account wo cannot 
condemn the system. There is one objection, a N(*ry valid objection. In moat 
cases, I think I have got sullicient oxjierienco in my own district, charges are 
not writti*n out befon' they an' submitted to tho jury. That can bo insisted 
on. Charge's should be written out firsts or shorthand-writers could be 
available for taking not(*s as soon .as the ehargo is doliv(*red. On this .account 
I do not think that we should s.ay th.at it is not to our advantagi' to have tho 
jury system and that we should r(\ji*ct it. ^ly frimul thinks that the time has 
not yet come. 1 do not know when it would eonu*. With the progress of 
education, I think the tinu* has come when wo should extend it to all those 
districts in which it is not in vogue. With these words, my Lord, I bog to 
support this rosolutiou.” 

The Hon’blc Mr. Z. R. Zaiiid Siiiirawaudy s.aid : — 

My Lord, I have listened with much .attention and interest to the argu- 
ments that have been advanced in support of tho resolution that is now before 
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Your Kxcoll«‘ncy’s OouhcmI. lUit I ivirri't very mucli that 1 liavo not boon 
convinced of liuM'ogviicy of tin* roasoiis lor ilio a«lnpMon of iho rosoliition, 
oHpooially in vi«»w of ilu' prosont stato ol iho law. In tlio lirst place, iny Jjonl, 
it Hociris to ino llial tlie cry for the I'xleiision nf the jury sysleiii al the pn»sent 
moment is nol I ho oiitconu' of a nainral and kotnily loll dosin' or nouossily. 
It strike's me as the oiitoomo of a (h'siro lor imitation or pi'rhaps of j)ro\ imhal 
patriotism. The^ triiim|>h on tin* leanks of lln* .liiinna mat liavt' inspinal 
some of us with tin* (.ossihility of si'cmrififr a similar aeliievoiiK'nl on tin* hanks 
of the (iangc^s. If lho(‘ry was real wt* shoiihl have hoard il loinh'r and mmr 
years ago. Apart from all these oonsidorations, 1 do iM»t think that in 
the presold stall* of the law any extension of the systi'in of a trial by jury 
should ho granted. Wo have heard the ih'fools in the law so forcihly j>ut 

before the (-ounml. Yet there are some defeels to which advertt'iice pro- 
bably has not been nnnh* \c‘ry pt'rtim'iitly. As the law al pres(‘iit stands, 
the vi'i’diet of the jury is always subordinate to the jiidgnn*iit of tin* dudgi*. 
it is the voiei' of tin* .Iiidee which Is the voice of the (’oiirt. Stalisties have 
been brought forward in this (\Mjnoil in order to provt* that the verdict of tin* 
jury in t he majority of ease's has been eiirioet. Statisii(!s are vi*ry pliable 
tools which can bi' made to S(*rvi* an\ purpose you like. It has been said that 
a very small percentage «)1 the verdicts c)f tin* jury has Immui sol asnle by tin' 
High (hmrt. Idn* percentage is drawn on I In* basis of the t'litire number of 
cas('S tried by jury. Incases in which tin* tluilg*' eoneurs with the jury 
there is no apjieal. So in such eas(*s then* i*. no t(‘st to lind out tlnj eorrect- 
iiess of tim verdict, of the jury or the soundness of the jiidgnii'iit ol the diidge. 
Leaving that aside, if wt* look to tin* numb(‘r of refen'imes made to tin; 
Iliffli (^)urt In which a judge has thought lit toilillei from the verdn;! (»f the 
jury, we lind that, in a largt* number of eases, almost To per (*eiit., the 
reh’ieiico has b(*en ac<*e]»ted and tin* verdict ol the jury overruI(Ml. That 
being the state of tin* law. and t'lal being the state of things, is it. desirable 
to ext(*nd it ti'rritorially to such oli(*ne<*s as are al the jire^eiit motiieiit 
included in those which an* not triabl* e\(dnsi\e|y with the aid of ti jury? 
Tin' system of trial by jury has Ik'.'h deseribi' l by an Knglish eonstit ul lonal 
writ('r as tin* famou.s institution tin* di*v«dopnn*nl of which is gt'nerally 
regaivled as one of the greati'st achn'\ eiin-iils of I'iiiglish jnrispriideiiej*. But 
at the same tilin' many eminent Knglish \M*it«*is ha\ e point imI out tin* defects 
in the system eveii as it obtains in K-iglainl, an 1 these faults, tin* mhermit 
faults in the system, an; likely to be e\agg.*rat(^d by transplantation. 
Indian soil is hanlly lit for the growth and «levelopmenl of a system of justlis*. 
which is (;aieulated to i*oiitro| tin* ojunioas and the diTberations of a |>resi(ling 
dudge, even as the Bariiameiit aims at <*ontrolling or limiting tin* actions of 
the Miuiarch, The difF**renc • betwe(‘n llm <*ivic life in Imlia and that of 
Kiigland is so gre.at that, a whob'sale transplantation ol an Kiiglish institution 
into Indian soil w«)ul 1 mean disaster. My Lord. lln*n* i,-> i»iie other point 
wliich may be iirgM] to illustrate in what eonrnlene,<* dVial by jury is iiehl by 
the peop](*. Ltiwyei''! here, who iiave supported the resolution, no doubt 
represent the ])eoj)le, an I they have tin* rirlil to sjMuk on tlieir bohall. But 
if you ask the people themsi*! vt's, what they think about tins system, yon will 
knovv wliat. they tln’iik about il. I.aw^ers and legal pra<*titiorii*i s in tin* courts 
are very jealous of what tliey call tin* last wonl or the right ol reply. 
It is becauso in t he ears of layin ‘11 or peojih* who are not trained to weigh 
evidence (»r to look at a ease dispassioiriO'ly witlnmt being iiillueiicml 
Or swayed by personal or coiumuii:iI eon uderal ions ‘>r by considerations 
of wealth, position or intlmmec or of llie «*haraeler «)I tiie prose,cutor or the 
prisoner, the l i.st wor.l lingers Imig, and therelor* tin :e is the attempt 
always to have the last word, in !>!) out of 11)0 cases in the suhordiiiate 
(jourts whm*e there is ini jury. whe’ln*r tlm court is preside 1 ove,r by a 
Magistrate or a dudg3, we find that (‘videiici; is ad lin*e 1 on iiehalf of tin; 
defence to refute the case that has h • *n mid; oit by the [iro^oc.utioii, 
hut in the Sessions cases, t!ie ratio is (jiiit*^the reverse. In !l() cases out of 
100, you will find that no (^videiic* is aclduce 1 on behalf of the defence because 
undor the law as it stands if any evidence, docuin'mtary or oral, is adduced on 
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behalf of tho defonco, ih(‘ ri^lit of reply or the last word is lost and therefore 
the acensi‘d or his lawyer dooms the, riprht of roi)ly, to hnv(' tiiolast word, more 
valuable than addul•llu^ ovidmiee that may l»* cogent enough to convince the 
Judge of his inimceiKio. 1 ieel so strongly on this ])oint that 1 V‘‘ntun‘ to 
say that my i’ritmds hav»^ Immmi t»> a very great degree led away by S(*ntimeiit. 
They hav(‘ not look(‘d at th^^ practical side of the question. 1 appeal to them to 
look at tln‘ practical side of it, and to say whether it will be really beiictioial 
to the pi'ophs dissociating it from any idea of the proj)agation of the principle 
of self-governnnmt, or tln^ (‘stablishment of any other valmul ])rinciple. 1 would 
humbly n‘(piest them to hiok atjt from the utilitarian point of vii‘vv. Taking, 
for example, if, as it is ]»ropose(i, Trial by Jury is extended to a simple case of 
theft, tlie result would be that if the Jndgi' concurs with the jury, th(‘ man 
loses the right of appeal, wln'H'as now if he gels six monlh^, he can go to 
the S(^ssious and tlnm to the High Court. H(‘. has at Ic'-ast two other ])laces 
to try his chanc(^ ami to get an aiapiittal if possible. 1 th(M*efori‘ think that 
it is not tin* ))roj)er time, considmdng the law as it stands, to ('xtiuid the 
systom. 

Then* is oiu* other mattm-. We must also s(‘i“ whether we art* sulliciently 
educated to b(‘ saihlled with t his resjionSihility and sit in judgmmit over our 
ovrii fellows. Hy ('ducat i(m I do not m(‘aii men* literacy, but t hat di'veloped 
stat(‘ of mind which can a])pr(»ach a ease without b(‘ing iidlutmcc'd, swayed or 
biass(Ml by any ('xtraneous urntb-r or ind(‘])endent information. With these 
re‘marks, J beg to oppose the* resolution which has bt'oii propos('d.” 


Tli(‘. llon’ble Mu. A. Hasul said : — 

‘‘ My Ijord, having regard to the fact that this (question has already been 
fully discussed, I shall only add a very few’ words. As far as tin* jirinciph* of 
the system of Trial by Jury is concerned, 1 do not think the mi'iidn'rs of the 
(lOVi'rnmeiit can say an,\ tiling against it. If it were so, th(‘n 1 think they 
would hav(^ tri('d to have tin' system abolished in tiii' districts in which it 
exists now. Now, in'causi* tin* systmn has lH‘(‘n in I'xistenee in sonm of the 
districts for so many years and with good results, I do not sujqiosi* the (jovern* 
miMit will ever think of abolishing this sysi(*m from tliese districts. If it is 
coiisid('r(‘d good as regards ihosi* very districts vvlnu’e it exists, wln‘n' is the 
harm in extc'iiding this very systiun to oiht'r districts? 

Now, ill evt'ry cIviliK id country it is only natural that a man ])ref(*rs to 
1)0 triod by a number of men who are Ids peers than by one siiigh* jii'rson. 
Although this system has exist(*d for so many centuric's in England and after- 
vs’ards also in almost all the countries in Europe as some of tin* ]>>*evious 
speakers liave already stated, it was not altogi'tlu'r unknown in India, as we 
have had the Runvliaijai system. Even now, in some of thi* districts in 
East(M*n Heiigal, wlien anybody wants to be tried by his peoph' with ri‘gard to 
village disput«‘s, lu* says — I would like to be trit'd b> Dash [dasher bichar 
chai)^ 1 want to be trit'd by ten p(*rsons. lie docs not w’ant to bi* tried by one 
single person, so the Ihuichayat systi'in t'xists in almost every villa. e in 
Easb'i’ii Ilengal, and as rt'gards the prineiplo nothing can be said against 
it. Some of the sjit'akers hav(' said tli^t it tmght not to be (‘xtimdi'd 
bi'cause tlien' are some th'fects in it. No doubt then' are deflects, and as one 
speaker said, no systt'in can be pcrft'ct, and wt* should not expt'ct ovt'ii the 
system of Trial by .Iiiry to be ])('rft‘ct. If I am not mistaken, in 1 912-1 J tw^en 
in Englaml, a Hommissiou w’as a])poiiited to inquirt' into the systom as to 
wdietlier it eould he inqiroved upon, sotht'reforo oven in England the people do 
not think it is a perfeet systmn and they w’ant to havt'it im])roved. 

My lloii’ble friemi Mr. Fazl-ul llnq staled in the very beginning of his 
bpet'ch that ho w’as nor. against the princi])le of tho system, but wdiat ho 
objt'ctod to were tht* defects. The defects arc due to w’liat ? — they are due to 
the mcilKKl of selection. If you have a better method of selection, 1 do not 
think that you wdll have so many defects, and so many miscarriagt's of 
justice on aceount of certain oifences lioing tried by jury. My friemi also 
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Raid that there was also a question of elass and coininnnit v. No doulil it. doos 
happen, even in Kn^dand. IT I am not inlsiakon, just a lew vt-rirs a^^o in tlie 
trial of Mrs. Mayhriek she inadi‘ an applieation llint slm did not want t.o he 
tried by the jurors of Liverpool. Sh,^ ,li.l not think that she wouhl t 
justice fi’oni the jurors in tliai loealitx \ so in <»ther parts ol Kni^land such 
qU(‘8tioiis have arisen an 1 such (piestl.iiis will always arise, hut happily such 
questions will hi* few and far l)elwet‘n. 

Now, with ri'p^ard to what iny Iriimd the Ilon’hle r. Zahid Snllra^^aldy 
said I do not know on \Nhose hehalf he has spoken, whethm' as a hamster on 
behalf of tlii' haiaasttu's practising in the llitfli (huirl , or on hi'liall' ol' tht' 
Miihainniadaij i;oiiiniuiiity. or on hehalf of the public in jirener.al. Ih* said that 
th(‘re was no keenly felt desire as far as this (piestioii was eoneeriii'il. 1 
know' iiiy learned friend is not a nienih(‘r of the ( ’t)ii'.i‘ress and 1 do not know 
If he reads t lie n(‘W's])ap(‘rs regularly, hut I know' that hn* Hn* Iasi iMl or .‘h) 
years the ('oiij^rt'ss has been disciissini^ t his question an<l at the (\)nip'(‘ss tht* 
represi'iitativi's oi the pi'ople always alteinl, an 1 wlnm iheyaie demandin.u 
that this reform must he intro<lue(‘iI, Make it iliat they speak on hehalf of 
th(‘ pi’ople of India, therefore. It is not coireet to sa\ that tln'n* is no keenl\ 
felt (h'sire for this rid'orm. Th(‘n my frimid says thai as fln' law stands now, 
it is a iHTfecI system, and I think that as far as he is eoneeriK'd, In* is (piite 
satiRtied w'ith it. What niy friend s.aid ahoiit the * Iasi word '. 1 suhniit that 
it is absolut(‘ly irri'levanl to the (piestion hefoK* us. If it is eonceded that lln‘ 
system of Trial by Jury should h(> a loptt'd. 1 submit that it .should hi* adopted 
at once, and wuth regard to tin* did’ecls. the (loxernmeiit can easily do awuiy 
with thi'iii h} iiitrodiiein^r a hetter method of seleetion. 

The llon’hle M r. K. IJ. Lult has appe.aled to iht* Kuropean iion'olVieial 
iiii'inbers of tliis IJouiieil, .and I also ajipe.al !<» them, tliat they should not he 
swayi'd hy anx ])er.sonal hias, because tin* non-ollicial Indian mcuiiht iv an* 
HU])portinff it and very likej\ t he tlo\ eriimeiit max opposi* t his n'soliil lou. May 
I say just one word. 1 am not heie to rais«' any racial question. Uiidiu' sec- 
tion l.al of the ( ’o le ol (Criminal Proeeduia* we all know' that exeiv I’hiropean 
in this eocntry, for whatever otleiict^ it may be. can cdami to be t ri(‘d by Ins 
])eers. Here xxa* do not xvant to u'o so far as t hat. We W'ant that i imse olfeiiec'S 
which are triable by a Lourt of St‘ssion should Im* tried Iw piry. When 
Kurojieans in this country can demand to he tried bx jiirx exeii in theft cases 
or in paltry (!as«'s, I am sure they oiurht to have sonu* fellow-leelin^ .and oii^^ht 
to sup])ort this I'esolution, even if they find that tloxeininent are .Lfoitu,^ to 

0] )pose it. With these xvor<ls, 1 suppoil the o soliit ion.’’ 

The llon’ble Kai JiADIIA (hiAiiAN Tai. IIauaum: sai<l — 

“ My Lord, xvhen 1 came into the tlouneil t’h.amber 1 had no intention ol 
8i)Cakin^^ on the subjee' now' before us. Ibit tin* d ‘bati* on the siihje<'t has so 
iiiucli cnlij^lit(UM*il me tliat I think I shoal 1 not reeo da silent xot*-. M,\ Lord, 
it must b(* admitted tliat then* is some «liverj^ence f)l o -inioii on tin- siihjeet. 
But at tin* same time I am suia^ that lln*re is a lu'epoiideranee of piihlic 
opinion ill favour of ('xteiidiij^ the .1 ury systtuii, M\ Lonl.it is trim that ’Inals 
by .Jury ill niutiasal (hmrts an* not the sam<* as Trials by .Inry in Presideiiey 
towns in India or in (iroat Britain. I know tbal there an* ih leets In lie- 
system, l)Ul kmovin^^ also that the sysP*m of Trial by Jury is an instrument (d 
self-culture and self-devi'Iopmeiil to pn*pan* iis ior t In* adminmtral ion ol ailairs 
in our own couiilry, J pve my siijiport to the motion. 

My Lord, 1 have listened w'ith ^^refil inteiest to tln^ various points I liat 
hax’i' (leeii urged by sex'eral HoiTbb* membrrs w'lio j-n*ced(*l me. And it 
struck me that then* xvas a similar iuten‘sting d<*bate. p-iliaji^ in this v<*ry 
Cliamb(*r, ill Lord Rijxni’s tiim^, wdn'ii l he eelebrat«'d Ilberi Bill was aliout to 

1) 0 passed into law. My Lord, I waintcfl to relresli my memory and through 
the courtesy of the Legislativi* (’oiiiiell ollieers 1 have got hold ol the proceml- 
ings of the years 18X3 and I8SI. I find that amotion was moved by the 
Hoii’blc Maharaja *Sir Lachiui Prasad 8ingh Bahadur of Darblianga iu the 
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Vidcn oy’s Oounoil to iho otft'ot that, tlin Jury nysteiii should he introduced in 
Si'SkIoii (h)iirts in case's \vhf‘r(* the accust^d would <l«Mnand to he triivl hy a jury. 
Tlien^ was an animat (‘d discussion at the lime and I find that the 
sympathies of Oovei'iimeiit w<*.re on the side ()f the Maharaja. But at the same 
time it was staled that as I hat motion was hroiif^ht forward rather late, it 
e.ould not he fully coiisiflered by (>ov(‘rnment. As it was the last day of the 
dt'hate, Lord Kipon aske.J the Maharaja not to press it althoUi^li he 
(L(jrd I(ipon) ex])r({sse,d his full sympathy with the motion. What the 
Maharaja wanted was that an acL*use<l should ho trie.d hy a jury in a ('ourt 
of Si 3 ssi()n only if Ik* expressti I a wish to that (‘fleet. The saiiKf privileged 
was aceord(Mh as has hcMUi stated hy 11 k' llon’hhi ^Ir. Rasul, to Kuropeaii 
British suhjt'cts in India, with this diirer“ne(\ that tlii^v can demand to he 
trilid hy a jury even ludore a Ma‘ 4 *istr«it(‘. Sir William linntm* also t*xprosse..l 
his full sympathy with tlie ohj(‘{;t of tin* mothm hut was sorry that he could 
not rush such a motion at tin*, last sta^e of tin* debate. Tin' Hon’hle 
Mr. Amir Ali, urn' u\ tin* most worthy ri^jirt'sentaii V(‘s of tin* Muhammadans, 
(‘XpressiMl not only his own oj)inio!i hut also tlui opinion of the oimimunity 
which he reprtisimted whe.ii In* said whih* su. iporting t he motion that tiiiire 
W(‘re many assessor-districts (piili* as tadvane-'d as the jury-districts. My 
liord, 1 find that Indian public opinion was whoh*-heartedly in sympathy 
with lh(‘ Maharaja’s motion, although iheia* was at that time only oie ele(;te I 
iiK'nihor in the Oouinnl n‘presenting tin' Ian Iholdmg class in (jonin^ction with 
the Bi'iigal Tenam^y Bill. My Lord, I havi* not fully stated what Mr. Amir 
Ali sai I on that occasion. Whil(M*ariK‘stly supjMirhni; i In* motion, Mr. Amir 
Ali also pointeil out that then' would be dillieulties in granting a wholesah*. 
extension of jury trial to all t he districts. He was afraid that tins Trial by 
tliiry might not h(< always advantag*‘ous to the aciuised, for while in a trial l)y 
assessors tlx* aceiiscMl iiad the right of apjx-d to tin* High (Nmrt on (iiK'stions 
of law as well as of fa(5ts, in tin* (‘.ase of a conviction on a Trial hy »lury he 
had no such right, of aopt'al except oidy on a <|uestion ol law. d’lu'n'fore, he 
was not in favour of t he. oxt(‘nsion of the jury s 3 %slem to placi's which weri* 
not pre]>ari‘(l for it. 

My liord, 1 find myself somewhat in the ])osition of Mr. Amir Ali. On 
])rinci])le, I fully sujJport the Resolution that has been moved, but at the 
same time 1 am not yi^t (juit(' certain whet Inn* a whoh'sah' (‘xtension of Trial 
by .lury to all tin* districts ^^ill be an umnixtsl blessing to tlu’ aceus(‘d having 
regard to tin* h*gal delects which W(*r(^ ])ointt*d out not only by Mr. Amir Ali 
34 years ago hut also by sonn' menihm’s here to-day. 1 think tin) matter 
requires consi(h*ration, hut at tin* same time, having r(‘g.ird to tin* jirineiple 
involved in the Ib'Solution, 1 think, wt* should all sui)port it. 1 am suiv the 
matti'r will ri’ceivi* tin* most earnest an I cari'ful consideration at the hands 
of Oovm’iimoiit, and as far as [iraetieahh* the systiun will b(‘ extemh'd to the 
districts which are ripe for it.” 


The llon’hh' Mi:. Aminuk Railman said : — 

“My Lord, the question wt* an* discussing to-day has been the subject of 
long and sonu'timcs bitter controversy in^his country. In this mei'ting to- 
day we have heard memhi*rs who staunchly support tlie R(»s()luti(^n. As far 
as I know they are n*ally voicing the feelings and oi)inionR of the majindtj 
1 musi say an immense majority of the [leople of this land. Others again 
have as strongly oppose 1 the RescMution and 1 know that they are. giving 
expression to si*rious misgivings that exist in tin* luxirts of many. My Lord, if 
t hen, is one good reason for not (*stablishing tin* systt'in of Trial by »Iury there 
arc a hundred good reasons for having it. I am not sure if all the hundred 
have not already h(*on put forward by tin* llon’hlo members who pn^eeded me. 
I cannot say that T have any special contribution to mik(*. But the subject 
prov(*kes discussion an 1 the discussion of to-day has given rise to moat 
coidlicting thoughts in the minds of many -at least it has in mine. But by 
weighing the merits of the points in favour and against the extension of this 
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system, I am hound U. confess Ih.^t .n judgment, m f.-,voar of ..xtonsiou seen.s 
to mo movita do. 1 Im quoai ion tl.at 1 ask.-d mysolf was wliv it was that mon 
gonorally liad iiiniv failli m the ju lgunml <d' 10 onliiiarv mon ilian In 
that ot a most loaniod .Indgo? Those wlm lone I'oiight hn' this svsiom in 
other connlries loll iii the saiii " \yay a.s peoide in this eoiintiy feel limlay. 

I Ins system was really inlrodiieed in other ooiinlrii's wlnm .‘ihiises ereiit iiii 

in the administration of jnslleo. and as an eseapo from the tvrannv of a system 
which although adimnistero 1 hy the most learned and noldo-minded of men 
yet became corrupt or ellMe h.r many reasons. p..ople demanded that the 
.indgment ol a single man, howevei learned and great he mav ho. should 
he reinforced or corrected hy the jiidgmeni of a niimher of ordinary hut 
intelligent men who did not loini a part of the administrative nnehlnery hnl 
could hring to hoar their nnso;ihisliealed and unhi.ised minis on the 
corisidei ation of (>verv point. A prominent Knglishnian once said that 
he h.ad ineiv faith in the judgm.mi of ten fishermen than in that ol 
one learned .ludge. 1 hat may he an exaggeration, lint nn'ii do feel 
lik(‘ Mint ; lliry liavi • l(»r ii in counlrios amJ iIht Ii.in* 

it. li ni;iy |)(. tlnni, (jn* jurors may iiol. always lx* jusi, tlit‘ kind of 
WIKI caij jorm a (‘l(‘ar and disjiassioiiatc ju'li^m(‘iil on any p xiil (‘vmi 

II th(‘ nit'i'ils and doin<‘riis ol flic pcunts art‘ dis(‘usH(Hl in tlioir pn‘st'n(*f 

thifo tnnos over, liiil. fhal is vi'ry randy flio (*as(‘ ; and tin' aulliontii'S liavo 
tlu^ power tf) Sfdoct tlio riijflil typ' ol men of wdiom tlioro ari* plcnly no 
douot in every ilisirie/-. I leid, (dial af a l.'me like ijii‘ pn^senf wlnm 
1 est-i lel ions liai'e Ikm'ii iinjifised, may lor very ^ood ri'asons, on tin' lil»orf.i(‘,s 
of Idle pfMijile and when tdn' Idioii^lits fil peopift an* in a slaU* of ferineiil-al ion 
And (heir minds a lilth' I'xeiled ; wh(‘n mon* Idian ever then' should lu^ hel.ter 
undei st-aiidiii^ lft*tw(*eii the f rovernnieiit and (In* jieoph* and when tin' 
(loyerniiK'iit should inakf* ('ver\ atti*nipl to stien^llien llu’ir jiffsiiion hy 
enlistinpf (he loyalty, synijathy and eo’fi]»eral itui of the peoph* in every way, 
it is emiiK’nlly (h'siralih' that flaw should ^rant a (‘oneession which will 
iiiij)io\t' lathei than tliwart (he .'idininistral ion ol jiisti(*e. Il may hi* lh.it 
the diiiy system as il. exists tf)-day in this provmia* has iKft pio\'(*d to ho 
(|iiitt* as satislael (ii’y as tdn' j>er»jih‘ ovpfM'te I. ^Dk' flon’hh' IJahii Snrendi.i 
Natli has i'’iven soim* leasons \\ii\ it ha.*- not. Out* mav au’ife with 

him 1)1 OIK* may not ; hut 1 am ol opiu'on that (‘\en il the sysl.ein iS not 
workiiic: w-ll lor any fault in th.* sy>tem its(df, tdn* hesi way to ieinod> 
il is (o oxposo tin* (hdeets of this system and the best way to doll is fi»f tdie 
p(*ople to havi* a share in it so that e\ory incid(*nt, of mala InimistraMon of 
jiistioe is noticeil and discussi’.l hy the peopio and lh»* ( M)VernnK*nl . it is ^^ool 
for the jieoph' to diseiiss and eiitiei.se what they think to he uroii/f. il is 
also £r<)()l for tin* tiovernment. 'rin? demand as emhodieil in tins liesoiiii kjii 
IS just ami n<*(*e.ssai*y It w’lll ho anoih(*r evaleiiee ol the jimtie«*ani| luuii^nitx 
of Hritish rule in this eountry if tlio t M»vernm<*nt accept lids luvsoliilion. 

T hope the Govoniiiieiit wall not miss this oppoitunity of doin^r ilns ijreal af;t 
that W’ill maki* tiiem l)olov(*d of the jM*ople.’ 


The Ilon’hln Mu. II. II. A. Juwin said 

“My Lord, I tdiink it is a t^n'at pity that lon^rw notice of cjuo.stions fif such 
an ‘important descj'pition as this is not cireiilatcfl to im*mh(*rs hofori* the 
nu‘etin^s ol this Council, so that momh(*rs may ha\e an opportunity of 
collecting facts and statistics relating to them. I must cxaifesh that this most 
important llesoliilioii has hepji jiractieally sprung iijjon mo and coiiSf*(|uciill\’ 
I liavc not hc(‘n able to pn’jiare mysolf for it. and do iK»t thcreforo fcid 
sufficiontdy competent to discuss it. J Jut. my Lord, what 1 do h*cd is, whilst 
sympathising with the primiiplc of tin* Resfilution, that alter tin* argumonts 
which we liave hoani to-day, Your Excellency’s (Iovr‘riimoiit may he triist(‘d 
to extend the system eithm’ at once or from time to time*, as may ho seen Ht, 
aiuW would ask the Hon’ble mover not t() press it to a division.” 
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The- llon’l)l(‘. Rai V, N. Mukiiarji Bahaditr said : — 

*‘My Lord, ‘ trial hy jury’ is a i»lirasi‘ to coniuro willi and is a precious 
moiillirul ; but like :dl things f^ood creat'd by (iod or built by man it has its 
limitations ; ri^^litly us(m1 it may bo the i^roatcst of blessings ; wrongly used 
or abus<<d it migbt ))n)vo tin* gn*atesi nurse. While administration of 
justice, as it obtains in British India, happens to b(* tln^ administration of law 
with justir;e, vm-y often only as a separable acjcidmit, not mo/ an insrparable 
accidmit, — j)erbaps it is w(‘ll that it should lu^ so, certainly it could not 
be otherwise iiinhn* jiresmit circiimstanees, — so long as that obtains, vve 
have to see what I he ma(diin(M*y is that we (Mil ('inploy and what the means 
;m that an» at our disjiosal. 1 am surci that ‘trial by jury ' in the abstract 
we aia^ all in love with. There is no om* in this lleiise, 1 ventun* to say, 
from your Lordship downwards who is not jiartial, intt3nM‘ly partial, to * trial 
by jury’. We all want it and would Ix^ glad to have it, but the (piestion is 
whetlKU* wi' .s/tn?/7r/ have it undm- lln‘ present circumstances. 1 have in my 
hands a jiaper book showing that in a (j.M-tain case, wliicb haj)[)ened not a 
humlre,d miles from ^ioverninisil House and only so far biek as the of 

Nov(‘mber. LH L in a district wlnue tln‘ system of ‘trial by jury’ had 
obtained for years an<l years, i\us jury fouml I wo men guilty of nuirdm-. but tbe 
judge, now our resp«‘ct(‘d L(‘g.d R-Mneiiibrancer, felt comjielled to ndor th(‘ easi* 
to I h(' High ( huirt and tln‘ finding of the jury was annulhxl or partially 
annulled. That case or even a do/am cases do not provi' the inutility or the 
impracticability of ‘trial by jury.’ Wt' have good jurii‘S and we have bad 
juries. We have ])lae(‘s where W(* can g»‘t good juries and 1 heri* are ])la(‘.es 
when*, we cannot get them. 1 think that after all in most, things we get what 
we d(‘sm’V(‘. It was well said : — 

‘ I holtl it fih a chanKeli‘HH law, 

From \vhi(jh lie soul can sway ur awervi* ; 

Tlierc iH tliat in ns wliicli will draw, 

Wliat<‘N‘r \V(‘ in'<‘d or iiidst deserve.* 

All goo 1 t hings will e mi * in tiim*. and it Wiiuld not b * right to force the 
han Is of (iDvm’iinn'iit with a resolution like this and to hasten tin* (‘.xti'iision 
of the jury system to all tin* districts of B(‘ngal where it ha^ not already been 
e.\tend(‘ 1. limigal is a little continent. All the districts are not similar to 
one another. My work takers me into all tin* districts and 1 submit that to 
say that Calcutta or the 2d-l\'irganas is on a par witii certain otln'i* districts 
of Bengal which an^ liiin Irisls of miles away and when* the co iditions of 
living are absolutely diirerent is to say what is not oorri'ct. Th(‘y are as poles 
asunder from each other. Altliougli they are iin ler the same (Jovt'rnor, they 
art' as unlike two phna's as the antlpille^ are to Ccaidi other. I think, as tin* 
pri'vious sjieaker has said, t hat t he point shouhl not be pri'ssed to a division. 

I sboiild liave liked to say a few mon' things. Imi 1 iiml that the ground has 
been cut from under my leet by some of tln^ previous spi'akers, and it is no 
use reiterating facts wbich have aln‘ady Imen stat»*d. I am sure that the 
Hous(‘ will I'.xercise its good sense, as it always d(H‘.H, and do what is the right 
thing to do under the jiresent circumstances.” 

The Hon’ble Nawab Siu Syed Shams-ul-Ht^da said 

“AIy Lord, this resolution has bemi fully discussed and many hav^e 
supixirti'd it, and a few, a very few. have oiipoaed it. Those who have sup- 
ported tin* n'solution siunn t > have been iiiHueneeil very largely by sentiment 
and political considerations. Th(\v have* claimed it as a privilege vvhich 
obtains in otlu'r countrit*s and which thend'ore shouhl be concjcdcd in this 
countrv, in jilaces wlu'i’ii it has bt*i*n withheld. On tin* other hand there are 
thost* who have op,>osetl the resolution ainl they liave introduced into the 
(jUestion a variety of subjects. Some havi* opposed because, tln^y think the 
system itself is not jierh'ct and that finality does not attach to the verdict 
of a jury in this countrv. vSomt* have said that the right of appeal to the 
High (iotirl would lie sliut out if the systoui of Trial by Juiy is extended. 
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Others think this is not a valual>lo ri^fht htrausi' tlu^y liavi* no (‘onliilcnot^ 
in tlio Higli ('Oiirt. Suirgostitais havo lii‘(‘n luado llial the chargi's are 
not always fairly reciorded, and reeord(‘d afler tlu‘y aie delivered. Thesi* ari» 
all oollatoral inatt(‘rs into which I di» not jn-oposj* to enter. As a inatti'r 
of fact I do not j)ro|x)sc to enter into the merits of the resolulion at all. 
There is one 1 hing that dillermitiates the jiosition ol’ Ooverniiitwii Iroin lliat 
of tile non-otKcial nu‘mhers who ha\a» spoken e‘it her in lax tuir or against the 
ri‘Soliition. I ho;)(‘ 1 shall oileiid nobody when I say thal, amongst tin' non- 
oflicial classics, tin* ht^st judge is eonsidt'UMl to he In- xx ln» acquits t h(‘ largc^st 
numht'i* ol accused and tin* xvoi’st judgt' is In* whoeonxiels. and the re(*ling 
in lavour of the extension of trial hy jury to jilaees xxln'ie it does not obtain, 
is pt*rha])s tin' h(dief that tln*re xvouhl he mon* acquit lals if trials an* held 
hy judgt' ami jury than hy a judge* xxith the ai*! of asst*ssors wliosi* opinion 
is not binding. Tin* ])osition of (rovi*rnment is hoxvi'ver (litlermit. ll is 
nut the int(>rt*st of ( Joxn'rnmi'nt to seciin* convictions xvhi*re there should 
he an acquittal, nor is it tin* intt*r(*st of (iovernineni, that tln're should he 
aeipiittal xvhere there shouhl he conviction. W'hilx* mo.st of the llon’hh* 
Mi*mln'rs xvho havi* spoki'ii in support of tin' r(*soluiion havi* looked upini 
trial hy jury as a great politi(*al privilege, I he absence of xvhieli is a stigma 
on tin* p(*ople of the country. (iovi'riini(*nt xvill have to c(uisider the (jiiestion 
V(*ry largely from tin* jioint of viexv of the ailministration of justice. From 
tln*ir [)oint of viiov the most relevant ipiestion to consider is \vhetln‘r the 
administration of justice xvouhl he facilitated or n'tardt'il by t In* extension of 
tin* syst(‘ni, lloxvever, as I said, I liave no (h‘Sir«' to enter into tin* ni(‘rits 
of tin* question, ddiere aiv* dilHcullit'S, and the qm*stion is one wliiidi is of 
far-reaching (‘Heel. ( lovernmeiit an* not at the pn*s»'nt moni(*nt in a |)osilion 
to (‘Xpress an opinion one way or the other. It has het*n saiil lliat h(‘eauso 
the system obtains in 16 distiicts, it ought to h' extc'mled to 10 other 
distruits, hut il t in' system has not xvorked xv(‘ll in HI disti iets then* is no 
reason xvhy it. should he exlt*nd(*d at all. I do not sa.x that the jury sysl(*m 
has not sx'orki'd xvi'll. Herhaps the more C(M'n‘ct. thing xxoiild lx* to say that 
it has neither he(*n a coiisj)icuous failnn* nor a conspieiiou*^ sueci'ss. Iloxv- 
(*ver, ill a malti'r like this, t iov(‘rnmt*nt can only pioeeed upon the advici' of 
those mo^t eom]M‘tent to adx ise in such a inaftei. TIk'k* aie txxo pariii'S to 
he e()nside-ri.*d — tin* Croxvii that prosi'iuites and the accused who is prose- 
cuted. In a matt(*r like this xxa* can express m» ojanion xxitlioiit consulting 
the High (a)urt as xvell as our oxvn ollieers xvhose opinion would carry \x(*ight. 
A great d(*al has h(‘(‘n said about the High ('oiiit. It xvoiild he inijM'i tinent 
on my ])art to enter into a (hdence of that hodx , nor do they stand in need (d 
anv such deh'iice, hut ] know this, 1 hat in spite of xxhat has been said the 
High (lourt does command the (J infid(*nce of tin* ]M‘Oj«le of this ct)untry. As 
I haxo* already said we have to consult tin* High (’oiirl and we have t«) consult 
our oxvn ollieers, and we an' not at tin; pn'St'iit moment in a I'osition to say 
xvhetlnxr tin' system of trial by jury is su(!h a success that we ought t(» intro- 
duce- it into tin' ri'inainiiig districts of Ih'iigal. I xxould tln*relore tell my 
hon’hle fri(‘nd that if In* xvouhl ann*nd his reSfdulion and xvouhl only ask that 
Govtu’iinn'nt shi’uld take uj) tin* matt('r for consid(*ral ion, xve will gladlj' do so. 
r»ui. if he insists on our giving him a ph'dge now, 1 am soiry 1 am not able to 
do so. I hope my hon’hh' Irieiid xvill realise that in a matter of smdi 
importamte, xx^e r(*(|uin' time and hax'c not had suirniienl tinn' to go into the 
qu(*stion ])ropcrly and to get tin* ojunioiis ol those xvithoiil whose opinion 
•W (5 cannot ])roceed furthey. I xvoulJ therefore r(*(jUest my hfni’hh* Iriend 
either to xvithdraxv his n*solutioii, on my [)n»mise. to look into tin* matter, 
or amend it in tht' manner I have suggested. As i d(» i: 't(h*sin* to(*nter 
into the nmrits of the syst(*m of trial by jury, I will not (h*tain the (hmncil 
any long(‘r.” 

The Hon’hh* I5aiu; Akhil (hiANOKA Dctta said 

‘‘ My Lord, oin* xvord about tin' observations made by the llon’hh* Mr. Haq. 
It is not disputed that there* arc defects in the. system. ’Pho question is 



608 


Mesotution, 

{Babu Akhil Chandra Dutta,) 


[13tH DECEMBlitt, 


l)ecauHO tho (5xisting Ryslem is not. pnrf('ct, is that any reason why it should 
not ho oxtondcd to other districts ? There are many institutions which are 
not perfect ; for instance, our L(5gislative Council. Nohcjdy would say 
that it is a ])erfe(;t institution. Nohcxly would say that we have the 
elective ehunent her(^ as w(*. ought to have it, l»ut I do not think that 
l)e(;auHe. it is not perfect, therefore other IVovinci‘S should not have it. 
Ihii-fection must follow introduction and noi, pnicede it. Kirst of all the 
Hyst(un must he introduetMl and tlimi it will \m mad(; perhuit. It will he 
placing th(i cart before the horse if you talk of perfection before intro hieing 
the system. My fri(uid has spoken about tin? High Court, and I fi'.ol cons- 
traimul to observe* that his opinion is an exlrenn*. one ; but (‘ve.n taking him 
at his own word and (^v<ui if th(» High Court is as bad as my hoiri)le friend 
would have, us believe, is it H(*riouHly contended that b(*cause tin* High (/ourt is 
bad th(*.refor(^ w'e ought not to have it, and that tlie instil ution should not be 
intrcKluced into other provinces when* it d(K)s not obtain ? We all know that 
thi^ ])eo])l(‘ of Hihar fought for a High Court and tlnw have* got it. W(' are not 
satisfied with oni'Iinlian iiKunber in the Executive t'oiiiKu’l, W(‘ want threi^, and 
there ani sonn^ who want half a doz(*n, but b(‘(%auHe tlH‘n‘ is only om* Indian 
nnunber, is it any re.ason why should not have that oiu' member at all ? That 
is not tin' ])oint. Tin' ])oint is, is it (h‘sirable as far as it goes ? That is the 
point. Will anybody demand abolition of the systcuii ? 1 do not think that there 
is anybody who will say that because the sysumi is bad it ought to Im* abolisln'd. 
If the view taken by my fri(3nd tin' iloiridi' Mr. Suhrawardy is correct, 
certainly I should think that it is his duty, in vi(nv of tln^ opinion he holds, 
to move in this thmncil for the aljolition of tin* system of Trial by Jury. And 
if his views an? correct, then he has faihul most c,ons])ieuously in liiat duty. 
I hope I shall not In*. miHUiiderst»n)d, and I do not wish to raise any racial 
(piestion, but tlmri' hav(' be(m eases in which Kurop(*ans havi* be.(*n accus(*d and 
it has beem very dillicult to obtain a verdict of guilty, but Inniause i?i 
one or two or m(jr(‘ instaiKJOB that was so, nobody can lion(*slly oontfuid that 
Europeans should not have tin' system of 'Frial hy Jury. Th(‘re are hound to 
Ik* OIK' or two east's in which tin*re will In* failure of jusliei*. 

With n'gard totin' oj'iiiion of Mr. rliistiee Amir Ali (pioi(*d by my Hon’bb* 
friend Kai Kadlia Charan Pal Hahadur, about tln^ dillieulty (d‘ obtaining 
educated jurors, my only answt'r is that it was an opinion t‘X])n‘sst'd ,‘U 
years ago, and simu' then ("liuiation has made great progress in this eountry, 
and that difficulty no longer t'xists. 

My Lord, T am t'Xtrc'iin'ly sorry that I am iinahle to aeco])t tin* suggestion 
made* hy tho Hoii’hle Navvah Sir Sye I Shams-ul-llinla The position taken 
up hy the Hon’hle meml'cr is this, that the Uovernment Tiro not yt*t in a 
position to form any opinicui and this would taki* a .yiuar or two. Jt has also 
heon said that they havi*. not had sufficient tinn* to eomc to a diJinite conelii- 
sioii oil this matter. My submission is this, 'rids is a very old 
question, tin* opinions of the High (yoiirt have heeii takt'ii on several occasions ; 
and there has In'en a very careful inquiry hy the Jury (himmlssioii, and tlie 
literature on the subject is voluminous and unwii'ldy, — 1 nn'aii the official 
literatun*, that is, the rt'ports of Executive' and Judicial officers. Besides 
notice of this Resolution was givtm about three months ago and thi' (joverii- 
mont have had sufficient time to consider it. 

Olio word, my Lord. It has been said that we are guided in this matter 
by Boiitimoiit. ] must admit that as long as we continue to be men, we » 
cannot rid ourselves of seiitimont. Sontimi'iit of course* there is, but is it 
sentiment aloiii' that has guided us in bringing up tliis matter before the 
Oovernmeiit? My suhmissioii is that il has not. Weighty considerations are 
at the root of this resolution, 'fo tho non-official European members of this 
Council, I would particularly submit this, that it is j'orfectly clear from the 
speech of the Hon’hle Nawab Sahib that the (Tovernmont. are not against it. 
In view of that declaration 1 appeal to tin* non-official European members 
for support and there are more reasons than one why I am entitled to thoir 
support. 1 have already said in my previous speech that tho European 
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fought for th (Ml* Halvation in tliiK rospoct in 1884 and tlioy siiciiocdod aft or a 
very Ktoriiiy a^^itatioll. In viow of their attitude at that time, 1 think I can 
claim their whole-lieartcd BUpport in favtmr of this resolution.” 

A division was then laktui with the following result : — 


Ayes^24. 

The Hmi’ble Sir RajcMulra Nath Moo- 
Icerjee, K.(M.E. 

„ „ J>r. Nil ratal! Sarkar. 

„ ^ „ Mr. Aiiiiiiur Kahmaii. 

„ „ Haja HrishikcHh Laha, 

C.I.E. 

„ ,, Mr. Provash Phuinler 

Mitter. 

„ „ Sir Hi jay (’haiel Maiitah, * 

K.(\S.J., K.e.I.E., I.O.M., I 
Maharaja (Ihi raja Jhiha- 1 
(liir of Punt wan. | 

„ ,, Kninar Sliil) Sliekhari-awar 

Kay. 

„ „ Hahii Brejciidru Kirthor 

Ray (Miaudliuri. 

,, „ Haliu Armi (’haiidra Siiiha. 

„ „ Kai Radha (diaran Pal 

IJahadnr. 

„ „ Maiilxi Al)ul Kasem. 

„ „ Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan ! 

(’liaudliun. 

I 

„ „ Manlvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Ilaq. 

„ ,, Mr. A. KaNul. 

„ ,, Hahn Khaliciiilra Chandra | 

Kay. j 

„ „ Mr. Altaf Ali. j 

„ „ Rai Sri Nath Kay Bahadur. 

„ „ Hahn Akhil Chandra! 

JJiitta. 

„ „ Hai Maheiidra Chandra 

Milra Bahadur. 

„ ,, 13abu SiirtMidra Nath Kay. 

„ „ Balm Mahon dra Nath Kay, 

C.T.E. 


Mr. K. B. Diitt. 

Balm Kishori 
Chandhuri. 
Bahu Anihika 
Mazumdar. 


I 


Mohan 

Charaii 


X(tes — 22, 

The lloiPblo Mr. P. C. Lypn, c.s.i. 

Nawab Sir Syod Shams- 
uMIiida, K.C.I.K. 

Mr. N. J). Hoatson Boll, 
C.S.I., (M.R. 

Siirj»o<m-(ionoral \V. K. 
Edwards, C.H., C.M.u. 

Mr. P. .1. Monahan. 

Mr. C. J. Stevoiiison-Mooro, 

e.v.o. 

Mr. ,). 11. Korr, (M.K. 

Mr. .1. Donald. 

Mr. Jl. II. GroHii. 

Mr. C. II. Boiiipan. 

Mr. W. W. Ilormdi. 

Mr. S. W. Gooilo. 

Mr. H. J\ Duval. 

Kai l*riya Nath Mnkherji 
Beall ad nr. 

Mr. J. 11. Maekonzio. 

Mr. G. 0. (rodfroy. 

Mr. R. Glon. 

Mr. K. K. Bray. 

Mr. A. Birkinyrt!. 

Mr. E. B. Ellon. 

Mr. E. A. Martin. 

Mr. II. K. A. Irwin. 


The following members were absont : — 

The llon’ble Sir S. P. Siidia, Kt. 

„ „ Nawab Ihihadur of Murshidabad. 

„ ,, Dr. Dcba Prasad Sarbadliikari, e.i.E. 

„ „ Rai Debeiidnr Uhunder Ghoso Bahadur. 

The following member abstained from voting : — 

The Hon’hleMr. Z. R. Zaliid Suhrawardy. 

The ayes being 24 and the ikx^s 22, the motion was carried. 
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[Mauhi Abul Kasew ; MaharajmVdrajn Bahadur of Burdwan.) 

Following l((is()liiiinnK, wliic.li stfKMl in tlio nanio oF i.lio Hon’blo 
Habii Akliil (lliiiinlra Datta, w(‘n*, with the ptn'minHion oF th(‘. Prc'sidcnt, with- 
drawn, viz. : — 

Liht ok IhisiNEi^s Item No. 4. — TIuh (k)uncil recomnicnds .to the 
(iov(‘riior in (Jouncil that the syfitein oF Trial hy Jury bt) extendod 
to all oUbnccH triahh* by Courts of SesHion. 

List ok Business Item No. o. — TIuh Council rocomuKUidK to tho 
CovcnTjor in (Vmncil t hat the Special .lury wystinn, as (■ontoni])latcd 
l)y sub-section oF s(*ction 26!l of the (’ode of (Jriniinal Proco- 
diins be extinide.d to all those districts in Bengal in which it is 
not at prest'iit in force. 

JjIst ok Business Item No. 6. — The Ilon’ble Maulyi Abul Kasem moved 
the following Kf'solution : — 

This C/ouneil nujoimnends to tin* (lovernorin (Umncil that a CoviUTiinent 
High School be (established at Bnrdwan as soon as practicable. 

He said : — 

‘‘My Lord, this Ib^sohition is a very simple* one and 1 do not think it requin'S 
many wo?-ds From im* to coniinend it to Your Excc'IIcncy's (J()V(‘nim(‘iit and to 
this Council. It may be that this is not the proper tiiiK' to intriKluci' a Beso- 
lution like this, h(‘caus(' tin* condition of our finance is anything but satisfacj- 
tory, and if I do it, it is simply because 1 want the administrative* sanction of 
Your Excielh'iicy’s (loverniiK'nt to a pro])()sal like* this, and I wish and jira^' 
that it may be carri(*d out as soon as th(‘re is an improvement in tin* condition 
of our linances. There' was a Covernment school in Burdwan which was 
abolished some G3 ye'ars back. That school was abolished when the* Alaharaja 
of Burdwan establishe*(l an institution of his own and it was at that timie 
thought that th(‘rc was no room in the' town of Burdwan for two schools. 
Thanks to tho pe^rsonal inte-re'st take'ii by the Maharaja Bahadur in this school, 
the school has de vi'lojx'd info a eolleegeL That school is now doing e‘XC(‘ll(Uit' 
work. My Lord, education has advancesl to a v(*ry large (‘xtent and tln*r(* is 
room now in Bnrdwan lor more^ than oiu^ school, and what is more, we* want 
a Covernment school to bt) cstablishcel, not so much to provider For ediiejation 
as to sen-vee as a mode l to flue large* number of institutions e*xisting in that 
district. 1 think that the* ot]lici*rs of the Education Department theinse*lvees 
will admil that so far as the district of Burdwan is concerned. tln*re. has be(*n 
some deteM’ioration both in the' discl])lin(* as uell as in tin*, instructions gi\ em in 
the' schools the*re and at one* time*, only a couple ofy(*ars age^, one* of the* schools 
at the he'adejuarters had to be abolishe'd bce^anse the LTnive*rsity disafiiliateMl 
it. it having faih*d l.o carryout the ri'forms which the de'partmental olheers and 
the* Syndicate* re*])e*ate‘elly asked the*m to do, and about 700 students were^ 
thrown into ihe streets of Burdwan. But for the* timely inte'rvemtion of the 
llon’ble* Mr. Horiu*ll anel Mr. T. O Dunn, whose senwices we' have just lost, 
the whole' body of the*se stud(*nts would have gone without any education. 
Th(\v made a handsonu* grant to I he Municipal scliool from (love*rnm('nt fumls 
for its inainte'iiance*. I think tlie*re' is absolute' m*cessity for the establishuie'nt 
of a (ie)Ye*rnment school at Burdwan, and 1 may only say that Burdwan is 
OIK' of the I wo di^triels of Bt*ngal where there, is not a single Government 
school. In several districts thi'i’e* an* more than one. With tlu'sc words I 
commemd this re'solulion lo the' (’ouncil.” 

The Ilon’bh' Maiiaka.iai)Iiiiiaja Bahadur ok Burdwan said :**- 

‘‘My Lord, the* resolution is a simple one and f naturally take an interest 
in any educational institutions about to he started in Burdwan. 1 may sav 
ai the outset that I support the lloii’hh' Maulvi Ahul Kasem’s resolution not 
exactly on the same* grounds em wiiich he has put it forward, hut because I 
think that the*n' is room in Burdwan for another school, and a mexlcl Govern- 

li.t T eliiiiLr imtui fr\ fli/i T\cmrt1i:k 1 lirwf) \^)ir^n Him 
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. {Mr. IlorneV : Maulri Abul Kosmt.) 

third school m Hurd wan was dlsaffilialcd a fow y.-ars a^jo, a lot <.f voiini? 
studoiits wore put into frr, .at diftii-uliy and (heir |.aroiits nioiv so. Wo liaio 
at 1 10 prosont moim-iit two schools, tlio Municipal llipl, scdiool and tho 
Hurd wan Ivaj (.-ollojriato school, and providtsl that llic Mutiiciiial school is 
maintaiiK'd, tlu' liiirdwaii Itaj will ciTiainly not liavt' anvtliin.; to say against 
the starting of a model school hy ihe (ioverniiionl, and I hoiieiln- Ilon’hle 

Mr. Mornell will {five, that a.ssuraneo, and siihjoei lo that, I will supiiort llio 
Ri'isolution.” 


Tlie Hon ’hie Mu. JJoknkll said : — 

"Sir, tho Govoriiiii(‘nt a(‘oopt tho IkOKolntion of the' lloirbh' inoinhor. 
Tlu' pfi'iH'ral ])olioy is tliat tlj(“rt' should Im‘ a (lovtu-mnont hiph scdiool in 
oyory district anil ihort' is at jn*osoiit no such institution in thi‘ Hunlwaii 
district. Oovi‘nmiont therefore consider that iliore sliould Im‘ a zilla school at 
Hiirdwan, hut they dcsirii to eMij)hasize anothiu* as|)(‘(‘t oi tlie policy to which 
J have just nderrod — it has also heeii mentioned hy the Alaharajadhira ja 
Jiahadiir and the llon’hio .Maulvi Ahul Kasun, r/.: , that a zilla school should 
he soinetihiiifT o| a nioilel. That sonic (lovernnieiit schools are n<>t now exactly 
model ones, is not ]i('rtinent to tlie jin'smit issin*. The point is that 
( lOvi’rninent will not. hi' prepari'd to estahlish a t io\ ernnieiit sidiool in 
Ihirdwan until tJii'y can establish a ^’ood one, /.c., a school with suitable hiilld- 
inj^^ aecoinnuKlatJon and jirovided with adoipiate liostid arranpunents. 

The Resolution ul tlu' Jlon’hle M iuhi Ahul Kasmn contains tin* hh‘ssed 
words ‘as soon as practicable.’ Sonin day I will show the Ilon’hle 
mmiiher a list ol the (educational scheni<*s which aic aw.iilin^ better linaiicial 
conditions. When he siMes this list. In* will, I am sure, feel salistied llial in 
making' scln'iiies at least wi* have no! Immui idhe. I shall take an early 
o])])ortunity of visiliiifi' Rind wan and seeiuL^ what js reipiin d th(‘re and whal 
slioiild he clone. Tli(‘ii tin* scheme will hi* wiu'ked out and added to l In* 
list of jM'iiilin^ projects. It is luijiossjhle to say more exce])t jM ihaps that 
tilt* sehejiK’ is one to wliich 1 j»ersonally shall assii^m a place of iiiiportanee 
in the. waiting? list. 

To the Hon’hle Maliarajadhiraja Rahadur I would say that I think that 
it is (*ss('ntial that tin* tiovernnient school, heintj a modi*!, should not 
rci)lae(' the Municipal school, hut. that the (‘xistiiiLf Municijial sch*»ol should he 
ri'tained, h(‘(raus(* if we start a zilla s(dio(,| m Run! wan, I should not 
contenijilate establishing^ a school for inon* than 4(K) or oOO hoys. In that 
(‘ase there would certainly l»e room lor both s(diools, and I sliould not he 
pr(‘pari*d to consider any Hch(*me which contemplates the creation of a school 
which might he I’Xpandi'd to any size. lcaii,tiie! (*forc,assurethelh)n’hlr 
Maharaja that the zilla school, whencv(*r it is (*stahlished, will not take the 
place of the Municipal school.” 


Tho Hon’hle Mai lvi A mm Kakkm said : — 

“ W’e ari5 dei^ply grat(dul to the Director of Riil)lic Instruction for 
kindly acci'pting tins iRjsolution.” 

Tho motion was tln’n put and agreed to. 


List of Business Item No. 7.— The Ilon’hle Maiti.vi Ami e Kasi.m moved 
the following Resolution : — 

This Council nMjomiimiiJB to rdio (lovernor in Council that stops he 
taken to protect from damage hy ih^ods the areas of land in the district 
of Burdwan, lying to tho south of tin* river DaiiKnlar, and hotwoen tho livers 
Ajai and Kuniir. 



612 


Tieaolution. 


[13th December, 


[Maulvi Abid Kaacm.) 


Hi* Kiii<l : — 

“ My Lord, at tlio last- mc^oting o[ tlio (Council, 1 had tlu' honour of 
iiioving a Ih'holiitioii to the oircut that an (Mtihanknient l)o raisod on iho 
soutliorii hank of tlio Ajai river ; and I waB told that the professional 
advisins cjI the CxovorimKinl worn strongly oppose 1 to that jnoposal, and I had 
no all(!rnativ(‘. l)ut. to withdraw tim motion. A Uesoliition similar to tho 
prestMit Olio was moved in this (Council on the 3rd March, lt)14, and that 
also had to he withdrawn. If I vimtun* tfi-day to place tho presmit Rt'solution 
hefor(‘. the (Joiinml, it is h(‘cause I know that I hav(' th(‘ syin|)athy and I hojio 
I will havi' the suj)p«)rt not only of the llon’hle iiKunher in charge but of this 
Ooiincil as well. Since the last meeting of the Council things liave happmied, 
Sir, wliieli loudly call for some redress of th(^ grievances an 1 tln^ jirotiiction of 
tin* peoph^ and villages in th<‘ neighhoiirhood of th(‘ DamoJar and the Ajai. 
'rewards tin' (;loS(‘ of tlie month of SeptenilKU* then^ was an abnormal riK(j in the 
two riv(*rs and the n^sult was that hundreds of villages have been practically 
waslied away and thousands of ])oor mi*n rmnhu’ed Jimnelnss and destitute. I do 
not liki^ lo inllict on this Council a description of the ravag(‘S caused by tlii'Se 
two riv(‘rs or to nu*it(‘ harrowing tal(‘S of inis(*ry and woi*. 1 need only say 
that thousands would liav(^ died of starvation but for t-lu^ timely h(4]) receiviMl 
from t he (lovm-iiment. According tt) the ollicial ri‘port tin' Daniodaris ri's- 
ponsihh' lor the damage, of square mih'S of country and tin' dcstrucr.ion of 
20 villages with 3 OOO house's and the Ajai euiust'd havoc ov('r an area of 
225 sepian^ mih's and causeal the dest ructiem of 2H0 village's with 35, OOO house’s. 
Tin', eillicial e^stimate* is in my opiniem ve-ry ineKlerate'. At a time' whe'ii the*se 
re'ports and estimates weu’e' ])re'])aresl it was not ])ract ie'abh' togofreun village 
to village* and preqiare; statistics within the< short time; l)y which it was 
1 ’eujuire‘il to l)i< Huhmitteel to th(.e Ceive'rnmi'iit and conseMjuently tin* e^stimate'- 
was nunle^ on information then available^ to the e)llie*ials i*ntruHte*d with tlie*. 
work. HoW'Ver, that elew's ne)t matte*r in the* least. Eve'ry one^ knows that 
the* ree*('nt Ihiods eause'el great ile'strue*lie)n to the' village’s lying on the* hanks 
of the Danodar and the* Ajai. If tim ]o.ss e>f cattle caused elirectly by the 
Hoods has neit been ve'iy greeat the iiidireci result had he'cn disastrous. The 
people* not eiiily lost tlnur housi‘8 anel huts but also the’ir graiiarie*s and stock 
eif fodde'r. Tlmie' being no grass in the' liedds peoj)h» kiU'W not how te> fe^eel 
iheir e*atth' ; anel hunelreels e)f eiur animals had consequently to be' ])lac(‘el 
under the' butche'r’s knife;. While* sju'aking eif the' last lh)ods 1 weiulel be 
failing in my eluty if I tlie] neet say that my couiitryint'ii are’ de'i*ply grateiful te) 
Mr. h. II. Lees, the* Cennmissieuie’-r of the Burelwan Division, anel his able; 
lieutenants, Mr. BhujiC'iielra Nath CJu|)ta, the> the'ii District Magistrate e)f 
Burelwan, anel Mr. (Juru Saday Dutt, the* Cedh’ctor eif Birbhum, for the 
])rompt, e'lierge'tic and we*ll organise’el mt'asures the^y aelo))te*el feu* the relief of 
the suffe’rers. Thi’y niejve’d frean place te) place at givat perseiiial incon ve- 
il ie*ne*.e’ and without the least ceincern feir their own he*a)th or comfort. 
Whe’re’ve*!* the'y we^iit the*y carrie)d with the*m cheun' anel heipe to people who 
we'i'e) gleie^my and de'stitute. The* suborelinate ollicials also eh’serve our 
thanks. They elenie’d themselves the few elays’ holiday which they g(‘t in tho 
ye’ar and whie*h they se) much neeeh'd afte*r a ye*ar’s hard work. 'Fheydid their 
work under trying circumstance's in a manner worthy e)f the great Gove’rnment 
the'y se'rve^ anil e)f the* highest traditions of tho servie'i's to which they belong. 
Babus Prafulla Chandra Oheish, Abhaya Charan Chalterji, Ashu Tosh Dob 
and Maulavi Ekramuddin all diel their duty zeale^iisly anel at groat personal 
sacrifice. Babu Kshitinalh Ghosh was jmt in charge of the worst affected 
area and he had to waeh' through de^ep water and kuoo-eleop mud from day 
t(» elay for Aveeks together. Ho did his work witli a devotion which cdicited 
public admiration and gratitude*. Oiir thanks are also due to non-official 
agencies such as the Ram Krishna Mission and tlu' Social Service' League lor 
tlie hel]> ri'ce'ived from the*m in tho hour of our sorest nee*d. In this 
connce;lion 1 may say, Sir, that at Burdwan toAvn the* District Magistrate and 
h'aelors of ijiiblie* ()j)ini()ri tried to form a voluntci’i* band to help the official 
agency, but tho attempt failed. Rightly or wrongly there is an impression 
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among young inon lliat tlioso who ongngt‘il tlieiimolvos in pliilant hropic 
works aro waiclnMl hy tin* policy and somctinn‘s get into t rouMc. I know, 
Sir, tliat tin* work of our volunti‘»*rs in tin* past as in the present lias liet*n 
liigliiy ai»preciated not only hy the iiuhlie but also by tiie higln*st authoril ii'.s 
in tho land. Still, whether tliore In* any gronndH or not, the a|)preln‘nsion is 
th(‘re. Ahovi* all. Sir, our gratitude is due to the llon’hh* meniher in eliaigv 
and to the (loverinuent for tin* sympathy we n*C(‘ivi‘d and the generous help 
given to us iu our distress. lu tlnu'e was a great lh»ol from the elleets 
of wliich even tin* Muuiei])al town of Miirdwan did not c^seape. It llitui 
ree<*i\’(*d a g(H)d deal of puhlie altenlion ainl philaiithn)pie men (;ann» to our 
rescue iu large iiiimhers. Tin' JIchkIs of lUll/ wer»» no h'ss violent and 
the damage caused no less serious, hut this year our tales of woe did not 
reecivt* l.lial puhlie sympathy and attenlioii >\hieli they desrrve. Km'Ii 
the ]n'('ss gnv(‘ us only a luk(‘warm attention Tin* only siihstanlial help 
receivj'd uas Irom the ( io\ ernirn'iit and it was not siippleiiieiiitMl h\ nou- 
otiicial ag(‘ne,y to an appnn-iahh* exienl. it may he due t«* the l:u‘l that the 
Hurdwan IIimmI hy its n'petitioii lias lost its no\(‘lly. I know. Sir, that 
tli(^ question of <lea!iiig with the haiiKularand tin* Ajai is Jiot an (‘asy oin*. 
The ( ioveniiin‘iit hav(* eoiisideia'd tht* gravity of the situation on se\(‘ral 
occasions in the past and had, from tinn* to time, adoptt‘d nieasun‘s which 
then se(‘ined to have sohed the (luestion. At om* time it was thought 
that lilt* hatth* of tin* Daiiiodar and tin* Ajai had lM*eu fought and won, hut 
siihsiMjin'iit t'veiits have shown that tiu* nu'asures tln*n adopt(‘d w<*re only of 
tc'iiiporary siiecu'ss, and t< -day we liiid ourselves in just as great diirK‘ulties 
tis e\ (‘ 1 ’ w’illi 1 h(‘se two rn'ers. Tin* ahiiormal llouls. tliougli iu reeeiil years 
tht‘y havt^M'eoim* more fre<)iieiit , are not the subject of tin* question, t he 
solution ol w'liK'h 1 begin the llesolutioii I have tin* honour to move. In this 
Hosolulioii I heg l,t» draw' I lie atteiit 1011 of tin* tioveriim(*nt to tin* etnidit mu of 
the |)(U)ple of t he \ illages hy ihesiih' of these 1 w'o riv(‘rs ill the \(*ais of 
normal I’ainI'all. S(j far l»aek as iSoi), Mr. Hohheiise, tin* (!olIeelor of 
Hunhvan, who made an eiujuiry info the matter in tin* course of hi.s leport 
n'Uiai’ked : “ Much sand has het'U d(‘]»osit(*(l near tin* ri\ t*r hanks and some 
(;ro])S were |>rohahl\ swepl away or rotted inlaml.” Furtjjer on he s.in.^ that, 
“from one to two mih's in length ami a (jiiaiter of a mih* on tin* ri\ei hank 
and inland, scarcely any erojiS are to he se«*n, and sand di‘posits shnlde 1 
HOW' and then w'itli (dumps of eoars«' grass every wlnua* ine(*l tin* i*ye and the 
villagj‘s and their enllivalioii seemed to iia\e snll'ered very much ^lestrmjlmn 
of Ikjuscs, jirojiertv and crops, “ Another (dlicer, Mr. Jones, rejioited that, 
“ the prevailing leature testifying to tin* dain.'ige done was tin* immense 
quantity of w'aste land to he met w'lth and although these lands wi le too iar 
from the river to he covered wit h sand, yet the goo<l soil ap|M*ars t»> lia\e 
l)i*en w'aslicd aw'ay hy the forc" of the eurn*nls.” Another t’cdleetor says in 
his reimrt : “The direct rt'suits ol ahainionmg t In* emhankmenf on the right 
side of th(^ Damodor havi* h(^cn almost tin* eoiiqih'te min to the cultivators.” 
As th(^ result (jf an inquiry made hy Lii uti'iiaiit (Jarnault. II. K., iri ish:,', it 
was found that tin* i'Xt(*nl of w’jiste land increased hy thousands ol higha.^ 
from ISoJ to anti it w'as also loiind that a great qnaiitily of lantl ha.^ 

h(*t*n j)iii out of cuhivatioM, and that a great (luantity more has ht*eii u ./illed 
for rice cultivation. If such w'as the eoinlition. Sir, iin>n* than titt yeais 
hack, one (laii well imagine wind it is now. The ahiiormal lh>ods ef 
It) 16 and 1 hi attractiMl puhlie attention. But every year tin* fiehN are 
floodetl and the enijis are d(*stroy«*d. This heing tin* normal state of ;di‘airs, 
it do(‘s not receive the attention of the jx-opie other ilian tliosi*. wiiose misfor- 
tune it is to siilftu' the misery (aiused hy tin* Hood, t’ajitain Ih idle, on t lie 
Ist of July, J8r)8, said : Ajai is perhaps tin* most torrential of oni livers and 
its Hoods eomo down as an adv'ancing wall of waters full of .sand until they 
reach the normal h‘V(‘l bi‘d. lienee there is a considerahle fall in tin* land 
o\mr the hank and at the craV(*s of tin* rivers ; it is W(*ll to maintain ( nihaiik- 
ment whicli the experienc'e of a haig j)crio<l hi'is proved to la* ]n-oti‘etive to 
propiii’ty and erops.” It has h(*eij said, Sir, that “ rahi crops “ Hon rish in 
flood areas ; it should he rememh(*red that these crops are grown on scattered 
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paklitiK vvIjoh! tlu^n? an* dt^ponits of Hilt but wo get more sand than bill. At 
Ix^st it is only a poor foinponsation for tin; loss of rice cro))S in a large and 
(extensive an a. As I liavc^ Kai<l» the- question has boiui engaging the attentioji 
of the (ioverninent and w(} havti been repeatixlly assured of the sympathy 
of the (lovcinjiinmt with the- distreSH(ul pcx)])j(‘. {Sympathy goes a great way, 
but it cinM.aijdy does not ri'lieve the disin'ss. Jn th(' then Lieuteriant- 
(iov(*rnor of Jh'iigal in passing orders on tin; n‘port of Lieuteimnt Garnault, 
n‘.niarked that : ‘‘ It is e(*rtainly ilesiralihj that a iniieii greater protection 
should praetie.ally he attained.” And so lattj as March the llon’ble 

Mr. Finniniore. s])eaking on behalf of the Govc^riinient, eloH(*d his reply to a 
similar n^solution m Gcmneil by saying that the (iovernnumt quite realiseil 
th(‘ dillie.nltij'S which the inhabitants of the Hooded art‘a were put 
to, and liaving full sympathy with them, wouhl do all they can to mitigate 
tin* (^dl. Tlie literaturi' on th(i (|ii(*stion of Hoods yi the. Burdwan 
district is getting mon^ voluminous and tiie reports submitted to the 
(iovernnu‘nt for consideration too numerous to be di^alt with properly. In 
this Uesolution, Sir, I do not ask the Gov(‘rnnient to commit themselves to 
any particular policy or to any delinitc^ action, it only prays that ftteps b(< 
tak(‘i. to alleviate tlni miseri(‘s of tin* j)e()])h‘ living within the HockI zoik*. 

1 know the ])robh‘m is a ilillicult om*, but howevt'r dillic.ult it may btj, I hojie, 
Sir, I hat the engiiH'-ering skill at the disposal of the (ii)V(‘rnment is not so 
poor as not to bo able to dc^vise soim* practi(;al mi'ans of relief and to tom* 
down the miscri(‘s of a people once nourishing but now rediitujd to a 
state (»f abject povtud-y and helplessm*ss. ddie ( ioverninent are doing their 
bi^st to ln*l]) the peojilo after abnormal Hoo Is by loans and gratuitous relief, 
but 1 bog to submit that iinh'ss stops aro taken to savi^ tin* land from annual 
Hoods, me.asures of reliid* would lu* of no avail. Pe.o[)le wouhl not lie able 
to n'pay the loans, and woubj nol be, able to obtain such loans in liiture. 
Kveii tln^ ivsourcics of the (lovi'miiK’iit are limiti'd and wt* cannot (‘Xp(‘ct 
the Government to ri‘liovt‘ our wants when th(‘se wants art' of a riicurring 
eharaeti*r. Make-shift d(‘vi(;es an 1 patch-woik protection cannot save a 
people subjected to 1 In* ravages of the Hootl year afb*r yt'ur. 1 reSjMU‘tfiilly 
Hulmiil, Sir, that llie ( lovernnn'iit he w«‘ll advist*d if Ihey follow tin- old 
English adage tliat “ prevc'iitiou is betti*!’ than cure,” ami instead of spi'iiding 
1 irge sums of money for the ridief of tin* Hullerers from (In' Hoods. tln»y a'lopt 
measiirt's which would make, the reciiri’i’iice of those Hoo Is a matter of ])ast 
history. I commend for tlio cousuh'ratioii of the Govi'rnmeiit the suggestion 
made hy tin* ( kilhu’tor of rninl wan in ISot), that “a mt'asiire of equity to 
tin* valyals and laudhohh*rs oil the right hank wouhl he. to lill Up all tin*, 
hrtvichcs me'iiti'ined, so as to bring tlioiii to the h*vi'l of tho river hanks 
oil eillii'r side of them; and thus perhajis when all the right bank is 
oV('rto|)j)i'(l hy Hoo I, tlu*re- might lx*, a gemu'al and (*(]ual sjhll over tin* 
whole eoimtry insti*ad of these ])artiai riiHln*s of HcknI water at S l)rcache.s 
over sonn' .’Hi miles of the riv(n* banks.” The iloiKled area bctwe.oii tho 
Ajai and the Kiinoor doi's not siM'in to havi^ received much attention at 
the hands of tin* Government. But 1 submit, Sir, tho, situation then* is 

certainly as grave as that of tliq country lying on tho right hank of tin* 
ihiinolar, and I think, Sir, the. qiiostion of protocting this tract of tin*, country 
is much oasi(*r of solution. I uiulorstaml that?* Mr. d. Mallik, tho District 
Kngimx'r of Burdwan, an oHie.er of gri*at experienco and ability, who oarnod 
some distinction in the service of tho Government, submitted a Bcliome to the 
Collector of Burdwan, and 1 hope, Sir, ilu^ Government will consider tlrat 
n'port in ilealiug with tlio question. 1 submit Cor consideration, the 
suggestion made by one of the foremost noblemen and one oE our most 
sagacious leaders, Baja Baha lur Bun B *-bari Kapur, C.S.I.. whose practical 
kiiowlcilgij of the siinatiou is gi-«*ater than that of anybody else, expert or no 
('Xpert, speaking, as the Presidt*!!! of a public meeting held at Burdwan, 
the oilier day, askjd tho people to appeal to the Government that a 
coinmittoe of oHicials and iion-olHciais, experts and laymtin, should be 
appointed to impure into the matter and suggest roiiiedies. If this sugges- 
tion bo acce.ptt‘d, tho iieoplo of the afifecteil ari'a would sulmiit doiinite 
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proposals for tlio oonskleration of tlu* ooiiiiniiteo aiul lln' (lovormiu'iit. willi 
sucli export opinion as wo oaii avail ourM‘lvof^ of. Kxpi*rt opinion wo havo 
had many and too ofhm, yt't the quo^tio i rinnains wliero it was. Tinio lias 
oome for its solution. 1 am afrai I it is already too lat'o ; and any funlior 
d(‘lay wouhl bo disastrous. It is admitted. Sir, that the present |)olicy lias 
|j(‘on adopti‘d for the protection of tin* Railway systems, but I submit that 
it is not fair to plact*. a hidpless pimple at the mercy of torrmitial and violent 
rivers for the protection of jirospi^rous Railway Oonijianit's. Railways can 
certainly devise moans for the protimtion o( their lint's and <tan wtdl 
afford to carry them out. Railway sy^t( m, Sir, not only obstruct tlu' 
drainage of the country to a very largt* t*xt»*nt. but havtt been allowe 1 
to cause tibstruction to the free How of watt'r tdirough the river 
channels. As regards the cost of any sclnmit* that may be adopU'il by 
the (loverommit, 1 humbly submit that if be eijuitably dividi'd lu^twcen 
the Railway Companies, landlords, Umants and the iVirt Commissioinn-s 
of Calcutta. I do not remind this Chained of the various pledxes made by tin* 
(Jovornment from time to time to maintain and kee]) uj* the embankments of 
till* i>anuxlar and the Ajai. They have now becoim* malM'rs of am*ii*nt 
liistory. riedge.s or no pl(‘dges, the situation is si* grave and serious and tin* 
miseries of the ])(u)pl(‘ have reached to such an ext(*rit that it has become 
im|>eratively lu’cessary to take some sti'ps, if noi, to rem ivi*. at any ratt* to 
minimis(‘, the evils caust'd by the Hoods. 1 f no protective* iiuiasiires are adopted, 
aiid ado])t(Ml immediately, and if the jin'St'nt state of affairs is allowed to 
eoiitiiiue, the next inundation will be, 1 am afraid, tin* last straw on the 
cami'l’s back, and thousands of )H*ople in my district will, in tin* words ol 
Nawal) Abdul Jubliar, “ havi* to leavt* th(‘ir honu's and their Insarlhs wiili a 
Ideeding heart.” No further power of resislanci* is h*lt, Jind the people have* 
been rednc(‘d to the last stage* of suHering and their patK'ina* is I'xhaiistod. 
Ill conclusion, I jilace bedore tin' fiovea-niiu'iit the promise made* sometime* 
bae*k, ami weuilel appeal to ( lewe’rnmont to give- e-ffre-t t.o that prennise'. Sir, I 
b('gte) state* that the' closing eif the. breea-lies em the ri;*ht banks oi the* 
DaiiKMlar and the* Ajai, anel bringing the-m up tei greiiind h'Ved will crri atly 
alh-viaie the* nilRerie‘S f)f the* ])e*oj)h* and I think tin* aelo[)tie>n of this nn-asiire* 
de-se-rvcH careful consieb*ration. Whate*ver has tei be* dean* must be*, eleiin* 
In-fore the* rains s(‘t in. Tin* matter has Ihm-u too long iiijd(*r consielc*ration 
and we liave waitesl teio long for the. .sejiition of the preiblenii hy jirolessional 
expe-rts anel I lieipe the (leiveTiiinemt will aeleipt some* me*,asurc of prote'eiiein 
l>e*fore it is t(K) late*.” 

(At this stage*, His Excellency left the Chamher and the chair was taken 
i»y the Iloij’hlc the Vice-Pre*sieb-'iit.) 


The Hon’hle the Majiakajaiuhkaja BAHAimi; of Bureiwan saiel 

“Mr. Vice‘-lVe*.sielcnt, this Resolution dfH*H not really commit tin* 
(Te)vernme*nt to anything very much. I do not know exactly the attitude 
of CTOvernment in this matter, but I know this, tliat tin* (leive^rrirnont 
have* aelvance*el large* sums eif money to alh'viate the* diHlie*HS of tin*, 
sufferers from tlm reetent floexls of the; Damoelar as w *!! fis tin* nv'ejrs Ajai 
anel Kuniir. I em-tainly think that steps shouhl he* take*ii to protect, from 
elamage tln‘Se* aivas which are ge*Uing Ho(jeb*el now almoi-t e*. very year. Vf 
course this Hood in the Ajai has he*e*n an unpreiceelente'd om*, and (loven’i!- 
nie*nt may say that one J-lioiild not appre*heinl that this might occur again, 
hut as the ejuc^tion of tin* emihankments of the Ajai and tin- Kunur has hnem 
he*feirc the Ce)ve*rnmcnt for a very long time, and in vie* w of what Raja Bun 
Ih'Iiari Kapur Bahaelur said on thi.s ]H)int at a jiiihlic im*eting in Bureiwan, ol 
which memtion has already been made hy the Ilon’hh* move.r, I think that 
the Govornmciit, if unable to accefit tin? Resolution for its wording, will 
look into the matter, but if they have nei ejbjectlejii to the weireiing of t Im 
Resolution, will kindly accept it.” 
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Tim Hnii’liln Rai Maiikndha Chandka Mitka Ijahaduk said : — 

“i\ly Lonl, tile Resolution HUL»’geHtH that steps ho taken to ])rot( 3 ct from 
(iiama^jes hy Hoods the areas of land in tlu‘ district of Burdwan ' lying to the 
S(»iitli of the river Dainodar and holwtion I he rivers Ajai and Kunur. I 
a(Hjnrd iny luarty sujiport to tin* Resolution.’’ 

The Hon’IHe Mr. JiKATsoN BhLi. said : — 

“Mr. Mice- I’residiMit. 1 may say at onee that tlicoe is no olijectioii on tin* 
part <»f ( loverniiKUil to aecepting this lh‘solution. The Resolution has Iumui 
worded ill siadi a waylliat it do«is not hind us to any speoiiiii line of policy, 
nor does it hind us to (lie expiuiditure of any spoeilic sum of money- As the 
House IS aware, wo have already honuii to considm* the luidgiH. for th(‘ coming 
year, and tlu* previ'iit ion of RoimIs in tin' division of liurdwan was om* of the 
lirst ohjimts which we mark<‘(l lor spi'clal consideration. Altliougli I am un- 
ahln to naiiKi any sjiocilie Slim, 1 can assiiri'. tin* House tliat the matter will 
not he ()v^‘rJook(^d. 

I may taki^ this ojiportunity of thanking the Hon’hle. mover for his kiml 
words of a])preoiation regarding the help which was given by Clovernnu'iit 
for the riHiof of the pi'oph' who sullered in the re.et'iit Hoods It will lu* 
gratifying to all the local oHie.ers to hear that tlu'ir work was so thoroug^ily 
apl>re(!iated. 

'riirn'e are three ways of ilealing with rivm-s which an* liahh* to floods, 
d'ln* lirst way is to do nothing and to trust (*ntin‘ly to nature. Tin* second is 
1.0 make (‘mhankmeiits and go on making them until tin* rivi'r losi^s all its 

natural (pialit.ii's and runs in a raiseil bed hetwemi two high \valls. The 

third way, is to regulate the How of water in tluMippi-r reaelu's. and at tlu* 
same time open out the lower reaches so as to jin'Vi'iit an exei'ssive inllu.v 
of waler, and at tlie same time ensun* that the water which du's come down 
is not obstructed in its jiassage lo llu' larger rivi'i’s and tin* open sea. Each 
ol tlies(‘ thn'e jiolicic's has its supporters, hut tin' weight of tin* In'st I'Xpi'rl 

opinion is in favour of the third. It was on the lines of this third policy 

that Mr. Addams-Williams outlined a complete jirogramme for dealing with the 
river DanuMiar. d’hi' Ilousi' will nuncinhcr that at the time of the last budget 
it was decided, as ])art of tliis jirogramme, that a survey should he madt' to 
si'h'Ct suitalHe places for constructing catchnnuit reservoirs. An allotment 
of Rs. 0,000 w'as made for this jmrpose and a s)K*cially si'lected oHicer of the 
Ihlhlic Works Department, Mr. Siiharwal, is now engaged upon the survey. 
Wt' ho})i' that in tlu* lu'xt few months he will he ahh* to discover suitahlt' 
places for constructing the reservoirs in the ui»per reaches of the Dainodar. 
At the sanu' time, wt* liavi* s(Hn*nn'S hefori' us for the improvimient of the 
lower reaches of this river, and as far as funds are availahh* in the coming 
yi'ar, wi' intend to carry out these schi'ines. In fact, wi' are convinced thal 
the I rogramme of Mr. Addams-Williams is a sound and well-considered 
programme and we mean to ])ush it through. It is unfortunate that as regards 
I In' river Ajai and its trihuiary the Konoor we^ have not at present got a 
eomph'te programme, hut tin* diliicult problem of thest* tw'o rivers is now 
engaging the anxious (uniaidi'ration of the Public Works Department and f 
h-ust that the time is not far distant when the ])rohlem will he solved and ' 
the safety of the pi'ople I'lisured. 

With these few' words, I accept (lu‘ Resolution.” 

The Hon’hlc Maulvi Ahul Kaskm saul : — 

“ I thank the llon’hlc member in charge for kindly accepting my 
Resolution. Tin* people of Burdwan will be de( 3 ply grateful when they hear 
the news.” 

The motion was then put and agn-t* 1 to. 



ResolutiotL 


H17 


v,m,] 

AdJourtuueuL 

Lwt ok Business Item No. 8. — Tlio followinpf Rpsohition. wliicli stoal in 
tln' namo of tlio llon’hlc* Maiilvi Alml KaHorii, was, with tli(‘ poniiission 
of the Vice-President, postponed tov discussion lo the next nu*etln^( of (lie 
Council : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that llit‘ |)h‘aders, 
mulcliian, witm^sses and parties hoion^fing to tlii' Muhammadan 
community, wlien attendiiif? in the Civil and Criminal Courts 
of the Pr(‘sid(*ii(!y, may he allowed facilities lo say theiryM///n 
and midday prayers, and that presiding? olliec'rs may h(‘ sp(‘eially 
instriKJted to ^raiit, on r(‘(jUOHl. te any person ef that ennmniiiiiy 
reasonahI(‘ leave of ahseina' from tiu' Court i'or tin* ptM'lormanee 
of these religious duties. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned to 1 1-a.m. on 'ruesday, the L^‘h*d da unary , 
1917. at Government IIoiis(\ Calcutta. 


V.. TINDALL, 

/SVry tn the (rort. o/ livngal awf 
Hvvjj. to the linh/itl LrgisliiU're i^ounvil 

I lA. 

The fh'remher. WKi 



8.8. Prow— 26.1-1917-2340.1-350— U. A. P 













